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Fragrance Rising to My Throne

0 ne day in the novitiate, when the Noy-
ice Mistress sent me to work in the
children’s kitchen, I was very worried, as I
couldn’t manage with the cooking pots, be-
cause they were huge. The most difficult
thing was draining the potatoes; sometimes
1 dropped half of them. At midday, as I was
examining my conscience, 1 com}o[ainecf to
God of my failing strength. Then 1 heard
these words in my soul: “From today on
you'll have no difficulty at all with it. I shall
reinforce your strength.”

In the evening, when it was time to drain
the potatoes, 1 was the first one there, con-
fident in the words of the Lord. I had no
trouble with lifting the pot and managed to
drain off the water quite easily. But when
I lifted the (id to let the steam out, instead
of potatoes, I saw sprays of indescribably

beautiful red roses in the pot. I'd never seen
any like them before. I was very surprised
by this and could not understand what it
meant, but just then 1 heard the voice in my
soul saying: “I am turning your work into
bougquets of the most beautiful flowers, and
their fragrance is rising up to My throne.”
From that time on I did my best to be
the one who drained the potatoes, not only
in the week when I was scheduled to do the
cooking, but also to do the draining for the
sisters when it was their week on cooking
duty. I tried also to be the first to help, not
only with this job, but also with other dif-
ficult tasks, as I'd seen how much it pleased
God.

Words of Our Lord to St. Faustina,
taken from her “Diary”, n.65

Chapel of the Divine Mercy Shrine, Krakow (Poland);
inset, St. Faustina Kowalska photographed in 1929
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An excewEnNT AND
TRUSTWORTHY TRANSLATION

I'belong to the Catholic Study Cen-
tre of my city, linked to the Christian
Life Movement and the Sodalitium
Christianae Vitae — an International
Association of Pontifical Right — and
I am writing to ask about the article
published in issue 165, from July of
this year, in the section Voice of the
Popes. 1t is a translation by the Her-
alds of a text by St. Gregory the Great.

It so happens that I have been do-
ing research to prepare an article
on the blind man of Jericho, includ-
ing pontifical citations, and I was un-
aware of this commentary. I would
like to ask about the possibility of con-
sulting the complete translation of the
Heralds, because of its excellence and
reliability. The passage that has been
published is already a great insight. I
thank you in advance for your atten-
tion, with continued prayers for the
Heralds’ work.

José Duarte de Barvos Fitho
Petvopolis — Brazil

SHOW THE WORLD WHO THE
TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE

As the author of the article God’s
Cantor at the Height of Humanism
points out in last August’s edition, the
Revolution of the 15th and 16th cen-
turies did not create atheists or her-
etics, but tried to silence the voice
of God. Can the Revolution silence
God? Can Humanism hide the great
and immense Trinitarian mystery?

Providence always arranges things
in such a way as to respond to each
time and context. At a time when
darkness threatened Christian soci-
ety, through music we meet Josquin
des Prez, who was much more than a

OUR READERS WRITE

composer; he was a man who, moved
by the Holy Spirit, during the Ren-
aissance’s silence regarding God,
cried out with a filial spirit: Abba,
Father! From his position, he gave
glory to God in every note, without
making the least concession to imi-
tation, because only that which flows
from the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a
triumph, even in revolutionary times.

And now, in our days, without
doubt even more corrupt, who will
break the silence of grace in the face
of sin? Like Josquin, by the hands of
Mary Most Holy, Mother of graces
and virtues, let us, each within our
respective stations and by our ser-
vice, show the world who the true
children of God are.

Salvador Pesnalver
Via revistacatolica.ovy

QUIET BUT INTENSE INTIMACY
WITH THE SACRED HEART

Like “a lamp at the feet of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus” was the ven-
erable Dona Lucilia. And what a light
she was!

How grateful we are to Msgr. Joao
for introducing us so charmingly — or
so “Lucillianly” — into the quiet but
intense intimacy of this resplendent
union of soul with the Sacred Heart.
May she obtain for us a faith like hers:
humble and insistent, serene and pro-
found, serious and trusting, loving
and reverent, ardent and delicate, dis-
creet... and triumphant!

Antonio Mavia Blanco Colao
Via vevistacatolica.org

PRACTICAL COUNSELS
FOR OUR DAILY LIFE

Our heartfelt congratulations to
the brothers of the Heralds of the
Gospel! We are happy to express
our gratitude to the Blessed Virgin
who continuously pours out so many
graces and blessings on our families

and the extended loved ones who are
most in need. She has rescued many
souls indeed!

We really enjoy reading all the
articles in the magazine, especially
the ones about Mary, and the Gospel
Commentary by Msgr. Joao, which
offers us practical counsels for our
daily life.

Lise and Rene Chung
Scarborough — Canada

AN ARTICLE THAT PROMPTS US
70 RETHINK OUR ATTITUDES

Reading the article on the Fatima
prophecies in last May’s edition, we
see how much Our Lady wants her
children to be purified of the foul-
ness of this revolutionary world, so as
to save their souls.

The article definitely prompts us
to rethink our attitudes and fills our
hearts with joy and hope to persevere
along the path that will lead us to the
Reign of Mary! Congratulations, Her-
alds of the Gospel magazine, for an-
other very enlightening article!

Ldcia Amovim
S30 Paulo — Brazil

MARTYRDOM OF SELF-
SACRIFICE AND LOVE

The article Martyrs of the 21st Cen-
tury, published in the August issue,
highlights the fact that the Catholic
religion is the most persecuted and
the one with the greatest number of
martyrs.

However, today there are also true
martyrdoms that are not of blood, but
of resolute acts of self-sacrifice and
love, like the one we see reflected in
the person of Msgr Joao: his self-sac-
rifice, holocaust, suffering and will-
ingness to give his life for Christ and
for the triumph of the Roman Cath-
olic and Apostolic Church.

Mavia Ascension Simon Pavicio
Valencia — Spain
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To OBTAIN TRUE PEACE,

(UseE THE BESsT WEAPON OF WAR

hen the Incarnation of the Word in the most pure womb of Mary was re-

w vealed to the angels, Lucifer immediately rebelled, provoking the great-

est battle in history: that fought between those who followed his cry of
disobedience and the faithful army commanded by St. Michael.

Cast into the abyss, the forces of darkness did not cease, however, to spew their
smoke over the light of the Most High. From original sin, through the snares pre-
pared against the chosen people and against Christ Himself and His followers,
the diabolical artillery knows no respite. The devil encircles souls as a lion prowls
around its prey (cf. 1 Pt 5:8). For this reason, the Apostle exhorts us to pray with-
out ceasing (cf. 1 Thes 5:17) and to use spiritual weapons capable of destroying the
strongholds of evil (cf. 2 Cor 10:4).

Without a doubt, after the Holy Mass and the Divine Office, the Rosary is the
most powerful weapon against the infernal militia. Besides having been institut-
ed by the Queen of Angels herself, it contains the two most perfect prayers, the
Our Father and the Hail Mary, in a continuous battery of supplications, in re-
lentless pursuit of the old Serpent. Since it begins with the Creed, cross in hand,
the Rosary also reveals that our battle is based on faith, whose goal is the glory
of the Blessed Trinity, proclaimed in the prayer repeated at the end of each mys-

“ tery. Finally, as its concluding hymn, the Hail Holy Queen expresses our joyful
¥ yesterday ﬂ"dl'f,"d“y’ and humble praise of the Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope.
EUs “ Today, as always, amid the profound crises affecting the most varied sectors of
society, the Holy Rosary remains the most effective weapon of the Virgin’s off-
spring (cf. Gn 3:15). If, over the course of history, its recitation has won so many vic-
tories against heresy, persecution and diabolical fraud, it easily follows that there
is no human or preternatural power capable of halting the victorious march of the
children of the Queen of the Rosary.

If we Catholics, who with the help of divine grace aspire to remain entirely faithful
to the Holy Church, her immutable doctrine and indefectible morals, clasp the rosary
in our hands, we have nothing, absolutely nothing to fear. The onslaughts of the “un-
godly men” who “secretly entered in” (Jude 1:4) will be frustrated, like “raging waves
of the sea, foaming out their own confusion” (Jude 1:13).

Although appearances may cry out the contrary, it will also be by means of this
implacable weapon against the power of darkness that the greatest triumph of the
true Church will be obtained, namely, the advent of the Reign of Mary. And as its
natural consequence, we shall behold the complete collapse of the empire built by
Satan on foundations of smoke, at the very moment in history when he, in his aspir-
ations full of gaudium phantasticum, imagines that he glimpses, even within the
sacred temple, his definitive victory. <
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Artistic montage
with the Holy
Rosary in the
centre and an
ornamental sword

Photo: Daniel Letelier
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Queen of the Rosary,
Virgin of Victories

It has always been the praiseworthy habit of Catholics to have recourse
to Mary in danger and in troublous times, and to take refuge

he supreme Apostolic of- :

fice which we discharge
and the exceedingly dif-
ficult condition of the
present times, daily exhort and al-
most compel Us to watch all the more
carefully over the integrity of the
Church, the greater the calamities
from which she suffers. [...] To this
end, We deem that there could be
no surer and more efficacious means
than, by religion and piety, to obtain
the favour of the great Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God. [...]
Therefore, now that the annual
commemoration of the manifold and

exceedingly great favours obtained by
the Christian people through the pray- :

in her maternal goodness.

er of the Rosary is at hand, We desire

that, this year, the same prayer be of-
fered by the whole Catholic world with
the greatest earnestness to the Blessed
Virgin, so that by her intercession, we
may be blessed to see her Divine Son
appeased and moved to compassion
by the evils which afflict us. [...]

Outstanding defender of
the Church of God

It has always been the praise-
worthy habit of Catholics to have
recourse to Mary in danger and in
troublous times, and to take refuge
in her maternal goodness. This dem-

onstrates the firm hope - indeed, the
complete confidence - that the Cath-

olic Church has always rightly placed
in the Mother of God.

And truly the Immaculate Virgin,
chosen to be the Mother of God, and
for this very reason made the Co-re-
demptrix of the human race, enjoys
such great favour and power with her
Son that no human or angelic crea-
ture has ever obtained, or could ever
attain any greater. [...]

This most ardent and trusting de-
votion to the august Queen of Heaven
has never shone forth with such bril-
liancy as when the militant Church of
God has seemed to be endangered by
the violence of widespread heresy, or
by an overwhelming moral corruption,
or by the attacks of powerful enemies.

The Battle of Lepanto, by Andries van Eertvelt

- private collection



Ancient and modern hist-
ory and the sacred annals of the
Church attest to the public and
private prayers and petitions ad-
dressed to the Mother of God,
and to the help She has granted
in return, as well as the peace and
tranquillity obtained from God
through her intercession. This
has given rise to the illustrious
titles with which Catholic people
attribute to Her of Helper of
Christians, Benefactor and Con-
soler, mighty in war, Lady of vic-
tories, and peace-giver. Among
these titles is specially to be com-
memorated that of the Rosary,
under which the signal benefits
She has gained for the whole of
Christendom have been solemn-
ly perpetuated. [...]

Victory obtained by
the recitation of the Rosary

The efficacy and power of this de-
votion was also wondrously exhibited |

in the sixteenth century, when the im-
mense forces of the Turks threatened
to impose on nearly the whole of Eur-
ope the yoke of superstition and bar-
barism. Amidst those circumstances,
the Supreme Pontiff, St. Pius V, after

rousing the Christian princes to the
defence of a cause common to all, ap-

plied his zeal to obtain for Christen-
dom the favour of the most power-
ful Mother of God, invoked through
the recitation of the Holy Rosary.
And the response was the marvellous
event which then took place in the
sight of Heaven and earth [...].

And thus Christ’s faithful warriors,

prepared to sacrifice their lives and
shed their blood for the deliverance of
their religion and their country, pro-
ceeded undauntedly to meet their foe
near the Gulf of Corinth, while those
not invested with arms formed, for

their part, a pious band of supplicants
calling upon Mary and saluting Her :

in unison, again and again, in the for-
mula of the Rosary, imploring Her to

Our Lady of the Rosary of Lepanto - Church of
St. Dominic, Granada (Spain)

Our Lady
intervened: without
sustaining great
losses, the Christian
Sleet gained a

magnificent victory,
routing the enemy

grant victory to those engaged in bat-
tle. And our Sovereign Lady, moved
by those prayers, did come to their as-

ing any great loss, the Christian fleet
gained a magnificent victory, in which
the enemy were routed with great
slaughter.

Accordingly, to preserve the
memory of this great favour, the

ies should celebrate the anniversary
of so memorable a struggle, a feast

¢ sistance; for in the naval battle by the :
Echinades Islands, without sustain-

Holy Pontiff decreed that a feast |
in honour of Our Lady of Victor- :

which Gregory XIII later dedi-
cated under the title of “The
Holy Rosary.” [...]

Exhortation to pray for
the Holy Church

Moved by these thoughts and
by the examples of Our Predeces-
sors, We have deemed it most op-
portune to institute solemn pray-
ers to the August Virgin in the re-
cital of the Rosary, so as to obtain
from her Son Jesus Christ a sim-
ilar aid against present dangers.

You have before your eyes,
Venerable Brethren, the grave
trials to which the Church is inces-
santly exposed. Christian piety,
public morality, and even faith it-
self, the supreme good and funda-
ment of all the other virtues, are
daily menaced with ever greater
perils. [...]

However, the most painful and
grievous fact is that so many souls,

. redeemed by the Blood of Christ,

snatched from salvation by the whirl-
wind of an age of error, precipitated
into the abyss of eternal death. [...]
For these reasons, we not only
earnestly exhort all Christians to apply
themselves tirelessly to the pious de-

. votion of the Rosary, whether public-
¢ ly or privately in their home and with

their family, but we also desire that
the whole of the month of October in
this year should be consecrated to the
Holy Queen of the Rosary. [...]

The heavenly Patroness of the hu-
man race will kindly receive these
prayers and supplications, and will
easily obtain a growth in virtue for
the good, and that the erring may
come to their senses and repent;
and that God, the avenger of crime,
moved to merciful clemency, may de-
liver Christendom and civil society
from all danger, restoring to them
that peace so greatly desired. <

Excerpts from: LEO XIII. Supremi
apostolatus officio, 1/9/1883



" As Jesus was setting out on

a journey, a man ran up, knelt

down before Him, and asked
Him, “Good Teacher, what
must | do to inherit eternal
life?” "*Jesus answered him,
“Why do you call Me goo&?
No one is goool but God alone.
“You know the Command-
ments: You shall not 12iH; you
shall not commit adultery; you
shall not steal; you shall not
bear false witness; you shall not
defraud; honour your father
and your mother.” ** He replie(l
and said to Him, “Teacher, all
of these I have observed from
my you’ch.n *! Jesus, 1oolzing at
him, loved him and said to him,

“You are laclzing in one thing.

Q' Gosper %

Go, sell what you have, and give
to the poor and you will have
treasure in Heaven; then come,
follow Me.” At that statement
his face fell, and he went away
sad, for he had many posses-
sions. * Jesus looked around and
said to His clisciples, “How hard
it is for those who have wealth
to enter the Kingdom of God!”
#The (lisciples were amazed at
His words. So Jesus again said
to them in reply, “Children,
how hard it is to enter the King-
dom of God! *1t is easier for a
camel to pass through the eye
of a needle than for one who is
rich to enter the Kingdom of

God.” % They were exceecling—
1y astonished and said among

themselves, “Then who can be
saved?” " Jesus looked at them
and said, “For human ]oeings it
is impossi]ole, but not for God.
All things are possil)le for God.”
*® Peter began to say to Him,
“We have given up everything
and followed You.” #Jesus said,
“Amen, [ say to you, there is no
one who has given up house or
brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or lands for
my sake and for the sake of the
Gospel % who will not receive a
hundred times more now in this
present age: houses and broth-
ers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with perse-

cutions, and eternal life in the

age to come” (Mlz 10:17-30).

p




GosPEL COMMENTARY — 28™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Wisdom Grants Us the
Treasures of Heaven

The attitude of the rich young man has recorded for
history the great error of those who, through

selfishness, despise the heavenly treasure and

lose true happiness on earth.

Msgr. Joao Scognamiglio Cla Dias, EP

I — WisboM AND AVARICE,
Two PoLAR OPPOSITES

The Holy Spirit, through the inspired selec- :

tion of texts in the Liturgy of this 28th Sunday in
Ordinary Time, teaches us about the marvels of
the gift of wisdom, presenting it in contrast to the
terrible vice of avarice.

In the first reading, the sacred author high-
lights the excellence of wisdom as compared with
earthly treasures, affirming to have loved her
“beyond health and comeliness” (Wis 7:10), and
concluding: “Yet all good things together came
to me in her company, and countless riches at her
hands” (Wis 7:11).

Indeed, the wise man lives in harmony with
God and sees all things as He Himself does,
knowing them through connaturality with the

Creator. As a result, he enjoys a priceless spirit- |

ual treasure, and not even the sufferings of this
vale of tears hinder this happiness. On the other
hand, even the material means that he needs
“shall be added unto him,” according to Our
Lord’s promise (cf. Mt 6:33).

The avaricious person, on the other hand,

makes the passing goods of this world the pur- :

pose of his existence, consuming himself in the
affliction of holding on to them and always ac-
quiring more. This is a complete interior disor-
der which deprives him of the true criteria for
judging with common sense and renders him in-
capable of raising himself to God. Thus, while
wisdom brings the soul as close as possible to
the beatific vision, avarice leads it to supernatur-
al blindness. It is curious to note that even the
pagans of antiquity had some notion of this dis-
astrous consequence of attachment to wealth: in
Greek mythology, Pluto, the god of wealth, was
blind.

The famous case of the rich young man in to-
day’s Gospel offers us a striking example of the
struggle of the human heart in choosing between
avarice and wisdom, showing how adherence to
the former prevents the latter from flourishing,
while causing sadness and frustration.

IT — AN IMPOSSIBLE
CONQUEST FOR MAN

St. Mark opens his tenth chapter by describ-
ing Our Lord’s passage through the region of

The wise see
all things in
consonance
with the
Creator; the
avaricious

make the

passing goods
of this world

the purpose
of their
existence



This is

the first
step that
Jesus asked
of the rich
young man:
a growth
in love

10

Peraea — to “Judea, beyond the Jordan” (10:1a)
— whence He would continue on towards Jeru-
salem to be crucified. Just as had happened in
Galilee, “crowds gathered to Him again” and “as
His custom was, He taught them” (10:1b). At a

certain moment, the Pharisees also arrived and :
questioned Him: “Is it lawful for a man to di- :

vorce his wife?” (10:2), with the intention of test-
ing Him. In response, Jesus preached on the in-
dissolubility of matrimony in the New Law and,
later, “in the house” (10:10) with His disciples,
He went more deeply into the matter with them.
These teachings are followed by the narration

of the touching scene in which the Divine Master
. vance in a respectful manner, so that He would

blessed the children and admonished those who
were listening to Him: “Let the children come to
Me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the
Kingdom of God” (Mk 10:14).

Everything leads us to believe that the epi-
sode related in today’s Gospel took place im-
mediately afterwards, when Jesus left that

house “and went away” (Mt 19:15). We can im- :
agine Our Lord taking the lead and the Apostles :

hurrying to keep pace with
Him, while the people who
had attended the preaching
also joined them, forming a
lively procession.

A good desire, undermined
by selfishness

" As Jesus was setting
out on a journey, a man

ran up, knelt down be-

fore Him, and asked
Him, “Good Teacher,

what must I do to in-
herit eternal life?”

The assurance with which
Our Lord expounded His
doctrine, the nobility of His
gestures, the way in which
He addressed His audience,
everything about Him had
an impact on public opinion
and elicited enthusiasm. An
abundance of graces, invi-
tations and miracles made a
splendid impression on those
who came into contact with
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Him, and kindled in souls a desire for greater
union with God.

This must certainly have been what happened
to this “official” (Lk 18:18), who hurried after
Jesus. Convinced that He was someone capable
of indicating the precise rules for reaching Heav-
en, he did not want to miss the opportunity to ap-
proach Him and ask His advice; however, due to
the crowd that had formed around the Master, the
only way to exchange a word with Him was to run,
overtake everyone and approach Him head-on.

It seems plausible that in kneeling before
Jesus, this man’s intention was not only to mani-
fest his admiration, but also to hinder His ad-

be compelled to hear him. If such was his inten-
tion, he was fully successful: the Lord stopped
and, always attentive to help those who had re-
course to Him, listened to him with benevolence.

The young man’s question reveals a praise-
worthy effort to save himself and to enjoy being
face-to-face in God’s company. But, at the same
time it denotes a selfish deviation, especially if we
consider that he had already
practiced virtue for many
years. Indeed, rather than be-
ing concerned with how to
“inherit eternal life,” his main
concern should be: “What
must I do to give myself more
to God?”

The onset of the
rejection of grace

"*Jesus answered him,
“Why do you call Me
good? No one is goocl
but God alone.”

More than a rebuke, these
words of Our Lord are an in-
vitation to admire Him not
only for being good as Man,
but also as God, Goodness
in substance. This is the first
step that Jesus asked of the
rich young man: a growth in
love.

Because he was more
turned towards himself than
towards the “Good Teach-
er”, the one who had come



running, seized by a sens-
ible grace, did not respond
to this appeal. And since in
the spiritual life no one re-
mains stagnant, especially
after having met Our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, this re-
fusal, although not outwardly
manifested, signified the be-
ginning of a sad decline.

9“You know the Com-
mandments: You shall
not leiﬂ; you shall not
commit adultery; you

shaﬂ not steal; you
shall not bear false

witness; you shall
not defrau(l; honour
your father and your

mother.”

The method used by Jesus
to capture the goodwill of
His interlocutor is admirable.
Knowing that this man ex-
pected to receive easy guid-
ance to follow, He begins by
listing the Commandments
concerning social relation-
ships. Being the Second Per-
son of the Blessed Trinity, Our Lord knew from
all eternity the excellent rectitude of that man in
his dealings with his neighbour, and He enumer-
ated these precepts in order to reassure him, to
make him feel honoured before those who were !
witnessing the scene, and to encourage him to
progress in virtue.
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Jesus loved him!

*He replied and said to Him, “Teach-

er, aH Of ’these I have o]oserved from my

youth." 21Jesus, looleing at him, loved
him...

St. Matthew accurately records that he was
a “young man” (19:20), information corrobor-
ated by St. Mark’s detailed account. Someone
advanced in years would not come running, nor
would he have the stamina to kneel down and

1‘-“-‘-‘* :
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Christ and the rich young man -
Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King,
Hamilton (Ontario)

begin to speak immediately
after such an effort. Why,
then, does he declare that he
had been observant from his
youth, as if this were a bygone
period of his life?

This statement does not
refer to a specific age range,
but affirms his fidelity to the
Commandments from the
dawn of his use of reason,
due to a special assistance of
grace. For this reason, Our
Lord looked upon him and
loved him - “intuitus eum
dilexit eum,” in the expres-
sive Latin translation. Con-
soled to see that those words
corresponded to the truth, for
he was indeed a virtuous soul,
the Redeemer takes no ac-
count of his faults, but looks
upon him lovingly. Perhaps in
that look He spoke an interior
word to him, preparing him to
accept the call that He would
address to him: “Is your rela-
tionship with others in order?
Excellent! Now [ ask you to do
the same with your relation-
ship towards God, loving Him
with a pure heart, free from

12

attachments!

A rejection of wisdom

" .and said to him, “You are lacleing

. in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and

give to the poor and you will have treas-

ure in Heaven; then come, follow Me.”

It is unlikely that such a young man would

. have made his fortune through his own efforts, as

that requires decades of work. It is even less like-
ly that he would have become rich by a chance
windfall, as can happen to someone nowadays
through lotteries. His extensive possessions most
probably corresponded to an inheritance ac-
cumulated by his ancestors, carefully adminis-
trated and passed down from father to son over
generations. He must have been a conscientious
young man who used his money without squan-

“Now 1

asK you to
put your
relationship
towards God
in order,
loving Him
with a

pure heart,
free from

attachments!”
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The problem
lies, not in
having too
much or too
little money,
but in the
attachment
to it that
takes root in
the heart

12

dering it, and was skilful in doing business and
making investments.

But Our Lord advised him to rid himself of
this much-prized wealth, promising him, in ex-
change, “treasure in Heaven.” It was the decisive
moment in his life. In his soul, there was a con-
flict between avarice, which tied him to earth-
ly things, and wisdom, which would open up the
possibility of a share in heavenly goods in this
life. If he heeded the Divine Master’s guidance,
he would be able to follow Him, perhaps becom-

ing the thirteenth Apostle, as we have already :
- man left Jesus” presence “sad”. As someone who

commented on another occasion.’

To be faithful in this hour, the rich young man
needed to acknowledge his own weakness, rec-
ognizing himself as incapable of that act of gen-
erosity and of the stable practice of any other vir-
tue. However, blinded by avarice, he also lacked
the humility through which, with a simple prayer,
he would have obtained the necessary strength
for such an important step.

The rich young man

is disappointed in himself

At that statement his face £eu, and
he went away sad, for he had many

possessions.

tunity to clear up a misunderstanding, very com-
mon in our days, according to which being rich is
considered a bad state in itself. The story of Job,

.

Reproguotion

Avarice, by Gillis van Tilborgh - Cour D’Or
Museum, Metz (France)

among many examples in the Old and New Tes-
taments, teaches us something different. The tor-
ments suffered by this holy man were largely re-
warded by the Lord, when He “restored the for-
tunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends;
and the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had
before” (Job 42:10). The problem lies, not in hav-
ing too much or too little money, but in the at-
tachment to it that takes root in the heart, oc-
cupying the place due to God and to the super-
natural.

We can thus better understand why this young

imagined his accounts to be settled regarding
the Law, he was disappointed in himself when
he realized that he did not practice the first and
foremost Commandment perfectly, for he loved
wealth more than he loved God. Although he
was so morally upright as to please the Saviour,
he was proud; and so, when called to take a great-
er step, he did not want to rely on God, but on
himself, and he stumbled, putting his eternal sal-
vation at risk.

Tllustrative example for
the disciples

: *Jesus looked around and said to His

disciples, “How hard it is for those
The analysis of this verse gives us the oppor- :

who have wealth to enter the Kingdom
of God!” *The disciples were amazed

at His words. So Jesus again said to
them in reply, “Children,
how hard it is to enter
the Kingdom of God!

Tt is easier for a camel
to pass through the eye
of a needle than for one
who is rich to enter the
Kingclom of God.”

Without a doubt, the out-
come of that brief scene deeply
shocked the disciples. The un-
expected manner in which the
young man had approached the
Master, the deference mani-
fested in speaking to Him while
kneeling, and the short dialogue
between the two aroused the in-




terest of those present, especially those
who, like the rich young man, had also
heard that sublime call: “Follow Me!”

St. Matthew, for example, had aban-
doned tax collecting, a lucrative post at
the time, and was there full of joy, happy
to belong to the Apostolic College and to
live with Jesus. It was incomprehensible to
him to see the attitude of that young man,
who withdrew sad and bitter after receiv-
ing such an extraordinary invitation!

The Divine Master took advantage of
the situation to form His own, pointing out
the worst consequence of the inordinate
love of money: it closes a person to grace,
without the help of which no one can en-
ter the Kingdom of God. Whoever clings
to the treasure of earth runs the risk of los-
ing the treasure of Heaven.

The importance that Our Lord attaches
to this subject is particularly noteworthy,
for He repeats the warning in the subse-
quent verses. This was a useful teaching
for the life of Holy Church, which would
develop like a mustard seed sown in the
ground and take shape, giving rise to situa-
tions in which the disciples, as well as their
successors, would be tempted to accumu-
late riches. With these words, the Divine
Founder sealed forever the law of detach-
ment that should govern the conduct of
His children when dealing with money.

|
|
|

©

ché David Ferreir
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o They were excee(lingly astonished
and said among themselves, “Then
who can be saved?” “Jesus looked

at them and said, “For human beings
it is impossil)le, but not for God. All
things are possi]ale for God.”

The Kingdom of Heaven is a good that is su-
perior to human nature, and we will never con-
quer it if we rely only on our own efforts. But
this unattainable goal becomes attainable by the
poor in spirit, that is, by all those who know how
to join their hands and pray, especially if, with
the beads of a rosary running through their fin-
gers, they implore the protection of Our Lady.
As St. Alphonsus Maria Liguori teaches, he who
prays will be saved; he who does not will be con-
demned.’

Our Lord preaching to the crowd -
St. Martha Church, Sarasota (FL)

When God asks something, He wishes
to give us a hundredfold more

*® Peter Legan to say to Him, “We have
given up everything and followed You.”

Endowed with an expansive temperament, in-
capable of remaining tight-lipped for long, St.
Peter intervenes in his usual manner, as spokes-
man for the Apostles. The text of St. Matthew is
more complete, recording also the question with
which Peter concluded the exchange: “What then
shall we have?” (19:27).

Naturally, the Twelve were pondering this
question: “That young man left depressed, frus-
trated, with a tormented conscience, because he
did not want to fulfil his vocation... And what

The Kingdom
of Heaven is
a good that

is superior

to human
nature, and
we will never
congquer it
relying solely
on our own

efforts
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Today’s
Liturgy sets
before us a
fork in the
road of the
spiritual life:
on the left
is earthly
treasure, on
the right,
that of
Heaven
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shall happen to us, who were docile to the Mas-
ter’s invitation?”

Peter’s words, although revealing a naturalis-
tic and utilitarian mentality, not yet transformed
by the descent of the Holy Spirit, gave Our Lord
the opportunity to show how worthwhile it is,
even as regards well-being in this world, to aban-
don everything in order to heed God’s call.

Y Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you, there
is no one who has given up house or
brothers or sisters or mother or fath-

er or children or lands for my sake and
for the sake of the Gospel 3 who will

not receive a hundred times more now
in this present age: houses and broth-
ers and sisters and mothers and children
and 1an(1s, with persecutions, and eter-

nal life in the age to come.”

When God asks something of us, His desire
is to give us a hundredfold in return. The story
of St. Peter himself illustrates this cogently: he
left his family, his nets and all his belongings, and
received the primacy of the Church. What mar-
vels flowed from his self-giving! And even at his
death, crucified upside down, the first Pope saw
the sentence of Our Lord fulfilled in him, who
had promised him a hundredfold already on this
earth, “with persecutions”.

£y

-
%

He who forsakes all things for love of God be-
comes a scandal to the unfortunate ones who
cling to creatures, dominated by selfish passions.
The latter hate the former, who torment their
conscience. Sooner or later, they will want to take
revenge by waging persecutions. However, no
matter how violent these may be, in no way will
they shake the happiness of those who have opt-
ed for wisdom, preferring to fix their hearts on
the treasure of Heaven.

IIT — AND WHAT TREASURES
WiLL WE CHOOSE?

Today’s Liturgy sets before us a fork in the
road, a divortium aquarum in the spiritual life:
on the left is the treasure of earth, on the right,
that of Heaven. The rich young man hoped to
unite the two and reach beatitude bearing all
his attachments. However, this possibility does
not exist for those who are called to imitate Our
Lord Jesus Christ, as the vocation of all the bap-
tized demands.

Let us remember that He does not ask every-
one to empty themselves of material goods, but
rather those of their hearts. The siblings Laza-
rus, Martha and Mary, faithful disciples of Jesus
and members of one of the wealthiest families in
Israel, were never told by Him to renounce their
possessions. Using them wisely, they were able
not only to provide comfort to the Man-God, but
also to show Him their affection and veneration.




Thus, the examination of conscience that falls
to us this Sunday does not focus on an eco-

nomic or charitable problem, as Our
Lord’s words of advice to the rich
young man to give everything to
the poor might suggest, but on
a deeper question: do I not have
some wealth hidden in my heart?
According to the well-known
adage: “Bonum ex integra
causa, malum ex quocum-
que defectu — goodness
proceeds from an inte-
gral cause; evil from any
defect.” If my heart loves
God above all things,
then goodness, grace and
wisdom dwell in it; if, on
the contrary, I nourish
some attachment, wheth-
er to money, to a friendship
or even to a simple object
such as a pen, I will not
have the strength to re-
main virtuous and disas-
ters will follow.

Let us grow in the hope
of acquiring the treasure
of Heaven, an incorrupt-
ible inheritance, which
neither tarnishes nor with-
ers (cf. 1 Pt 1:4), the sum-

mit of which is found in living with the Bless-
ed Trinity, with our heavenly brethren and, in
a very special way, with Our Lady. She, who is
the Mother of Mercy, by means of this Liturgy,
speaks to us in the depths of our soul:

“My child, to which treasure have you given
your heart? However bad your choice has been
up to now, I am willing to help you to embrace
the path of wisdom, beside which ‘all gold, in
view of her, is a little sand’ (Wis 7:9). This is
the wealth that will bring you true happiness
and, according to my Son’s promise, will multi-
ply even your temporal goods. Ask me! Pray
to me with seriousness, confidence and humil-
ity, in the certainty that the recognition of your
own miseries opens the torrents of love from my
Wise and Immaculate Heart.” <>

' Cf. CLA DIAS, EP, Jodo Scognamiglio. The Thirteenth
Apostle? In: Heralds of the Gospel. Nobleton. Vol. 3, No.
24 (Oct., 2009); p.10-17; New Insights on the Gospels.
Citta del Vaticano-Nobleton: LEV; Heralds of the Gos-
pel, 2014, v. IV, p.418-433.

* Cf. ST. ALPHONSUS MARIA LIGUORI. 4 oragdo,
o grande meio para alcan¢armos de Deus a salvacdo e
todas as gragas que desejamos. Aparecida: Santuario,
1987, p.42.

The Blessed in Heaven, detail of “The Final Judgement”, by
Fra Angelico - San Marco Museum, Florence (ltaly);
above, Our Lady Seat of Wisdom - Bela Vista House, Mairipora (Brazil)

“My child,

to which
treasure have
you given
your heart?
However bad
your choice
has been up
to now, 1

am willing
to help you
to embrace
the path of
wisdom”
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Among the elements that make up Eucharistic spirituality are charity,

devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and the beauty of the Liturgy,
which is not a mere adornment but rather part of the essence of the

celebration of the Eucharist.

efore all else, I wish to greet

Cardinal Raymundo Dam-

asceno Assis. We were col-

leagues in Rome and have
always maintained a friendship and
collaboration. He did not invite me
for this lecture, but ordered me! And
I came with great joy. I also greet my
brother bishops here present and
Msgr. Antonio Luiz Catelan Ferreira,
a great theologian, who was my stu-
dent at the Faculty of Theology in Sao
Paulo.

At this moment I would also like
to greet Msgr. Joao Scognamiglio Cla
Dias, founder of the Heralds of the
Gospel, who continues, with his life
of holiness and prayer, to sustain this
great organization and glory of the
Church.

Let us now enter upon the theme of
our reflection: Eucharistic spirituality.

The Eucharist, great salvific event

Immediately following the
Consecration of the bread and wine,

16

Bishop Benedito Beni dos Santos

the celebrant exclaims, “The mystery
of Faith!” According to Pope St. John
Paul II, in the Encyclical Ecclesia
de Eucharistia, and Pope Benedict
XVI, in the Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation Sacramentum caritatis,
this is not a simple exclamation, but a
proclamation full of enthusiasm and
elation, almost an ecstasy. Such en-
thusiasm is in reality an echo of that
which the Apostles experienced at the
Last Supper, when they heard Christ’s
command: “Do this in memory of
Me” (1 Cor 11:24). They would never
have had the audacity to repeat the
solemn words of Jesus instituting the
Eucharist if they had not received this
command. [...]

“The mystery of Faith!” Mystery
is a salvific event revealed by God
Himself. And the Eucharist, as the
memorial of the redemptive Sacrifice
of Calvary, is the greatest mystery,
the greatest salvific event revealed
by God. It reminds us that Faith does
not consist primarily in adherence to

a doctrine, but in the acceptance of a
salvific event. [...]

Salvation history unfolds in space
and time. It began immediately after
the sin committed at the origins of hu-
manity, when God said to the Serpent,
the image of the devil: “I will put en-
mities between thee and the Woman,
and thy seed and her seed: She shall
crush thy head” (Gn 3:15); it had its
culmination in the “fullness of the
time” (Gal 4:4), as St. Paul teaches, at
the moment of the Incarnation, when
the Son of God became Man; and it
will have an end: the glorious return
of Christ to deliver to the Father the
humanity redeemed by Him on the
Cross and resurrected.

However, after the Lord’s
Ascension into Heaven, salvation his-
tory continues in a sacramental way.
And the principal Sacrament is the
Eucharist, which St. Thomas Aquinas
calls “tantum ergo sacramentum”,
great Sacrament, great mystery, great
salvific event. [...]



Principal act of
the Church’s foundation

the Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia
— The Church draws her life from the
Eucharist — by which St. John Paul
IT shows that the institution of the
Eucharist was the principal act of the
Church’s foundation.

recall the convocation of the Twelve
Apostles. The people of Israel, God’s
people of antiquity, were made up
of twelve tribes, descendants of the
twelve sons of the patriarch Jacob.
By calling twelve Apostles, Christ

showed that He was founding the
new Israel, the new people of God. !

Therefore, the number twelve be-
came sacred. Because of Judas’
death, the first action the Apostles
took after the Ascension was to
re-establish the number twelve in the

Apostolic College, with the choice of

Matthias.

the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father,
which Christ transmitted to His dis-
ciples, was also a foundational act of
the Church. At that time, each reli-
gious group in Israel — that of the

Pharisees, the Sadducees, and John
the Baptist — had its own prayer. An
interesting fact: it was the prayer

that gave the group its identity. So,
by giving the community of His dis-
ciples their own prayer, Jesus gave it
an identity before the other religious
groups of Israel.

However, the main act of the foun-

dation of the Church was the insti-
tution of the Eucharist, in which :

the paschal lamb was replaced by
the Body of Christ, and the chalice
of the Old Covenant by that of the
New Covenant. Just as Israel became
God’s people through the covenant

on Sinai, Christ, in making the New

Covenant through the institution
of the Eucharist, founded the New
Israel, which is the Church.

. Ecclesia de Eucharistia signifies :
what the Church does, celebrates the
I would like to recall the title of

Eucharist; it is the principal act that
she performs, through her ordained
ministers. But it also means that the
Eucharist illuminates the whole life
of the Church: catechesis, morality,
mission, and so on. [...]

There were various foundation- : The Church becomes fully

al acts of the Church. It is enough to the Body of Christ in the

. celebration of the Eucharist

Ecclesial communion is not a vol-
untary effort on our part. It is first
of all communion in grace, the com-
munion of Saints — of those who have
been sanctified through Baptism —,

communion with Christ. That is why
St. Paul clearly shows that the Church

becomes fully the Body of Christ in
the celebration of the Eucharist.

In a sense, he defends the following
thesis. When I eat a piece of bread, it
becomes my body; when I drink a cup

of wine, it becomes my blood. So eat- :
. ing and drinking are acts of commun- !
We can say that the institution of : :

ion (cf. 1 Cor 10:16-17).

From this, Paul draws some conse-
quences: those who eat meat offered
in sacrifice — he refers to the Jewish
cult — enter into communion with the
altar, with the sacred; those who eat

meat offered to idols enter into com-
munion with demons, because idols :
are works of demons; and those who

eat the Eucharist enter into commun-
ion with the Body of the Lord. It is
in the celebration of the Eucharist,
then, that the Church becomes fully
the Body of Christ. The Eucharist ex-

. presses the identity of the Church, and :
every time the Church celebrates it,

she grows in communion. [...]

Centre of Christian life

We now turn to Eucharistic spirit-
uality, the theme of this reflection.
[-..] Spirituality consists in living in

. relationship with God, in commun- :
. ionwith God. Now in this world there

is no fuller way of being in commun-
ion with God than the Eucharist. It is

the centre of the Christian life, and

Eucharistic piety is Christian spiritu-
. ality. Therefore, any other spiritual-

ity must be linked to the Eucharist,
otherwise it will not be authentic.
From this premise I wish to dem-
onstrate some consequences.
First of all, a component of
Eucharistic spirituality is our life

. transformed into worship pleasing
. to God. St. Paul says in the Letter to

the Romans: “I appeal to you there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sac-

Nheyob (CC by*Sa 4:0)¢

The Last Supper (detail) - St. Raphael’s
Church, Springfield (OH); previous page,
solemn Mass presided over by Bishop
Beni in the Basilica of Our Lady of the
Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil), on 27/12/2017

There is no fuller
way of being in
communion with
God than in the
Eucharist. It is
the centre of the
Christian life
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rifice, holy and acceptable to God,

which is your spiritual worship” (12:1).
For Paul the body means the whole :

human being, including its visibility.
And to designate worship, he speaks
of liturgy: “Brothers, I ask you to of-
fer your bodies as a liturgy pleasing to
God.” So, the life of the one who has
Eucharistic spirituality becomes that
liturgy pleasing to God.

Sacrament of charity

Another component of Eucharistic
spirituality is charity. We can say
that the Eucharist is the Sacrament
of charity, the Sacrament of the new
commandment: “A new command-

ment I give to you, that you love one
another; even as I have loved you, that !

you also love one another” (Jn 13:34).
It is no longer a matter of loving one’s
neighbour as oneself, but of going fur-
ther: of loving one’s neighbour like
Christ, in the manner of Christ.

St. Augustine' affirms that who-

ever lives the new commandment of
. forgiveness, the wound of the fault is

love becomes a new creature. This
new commandment is so important
that the Christians of the apostol-
ic age invented a technical term to
designate it: agape, which we trans-
late as charity.

Charity is first of all a crucified

love, capable of suffering and dying

for one’s neighbour, as Jesus did.
Charity is a self-giving love. It does
not consist only in giving something
to one’s neighbour — food, for ex-
ample — but in giving oneself, each
day spending a little of one’s life so

that the other may have more life. :
{ “To adore Jesus in the Blessed

Charity is a love full of hope.

For those who have charity, no
one is beyond recovery, no one is de-
finitively lost; a person can become a
new creature even at the moment of
death. And finally, charity is the love
that forgives everything.

What does it mean to forgive? To :
forgive is not just to forget the fault :

or to be indifferent to it, but to heal
the wound of the fault. Every fault

18
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is an open wound in truth and love.
Every fault offends God, because

God is Truth, God is Love. Now,

through the love of charity, in which
we unite our forgiveness to Christ’s

healed. [...]

The devotion most pleasing
to God and most useful for us

Yet another
Eucharistic spirituality is what we
may call the cult of the Eucharist.
The Real Presence of Christ con-
tinues in the species of bread and
wine even after Mass, and from this
arises the worship of the Eucharist,

expressed in the various forms of
. ed by Jesus’ will in the upper room

adoration.
St. Alphonsus de Liguori states:

Sacrament is, after the Sacraments,
the first among all devotions, the one
most pleasing to God and the one
most useful to us.”> Adoration of the

Eucharist takes place at holy hours,
at Benedictions with the Blessed

Sacrament, in Perpetual Adoration,
in Eucharistic processions, in visits to
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. My
mother visited Him every day.

component of

St. Augustine wrote, already in
his time: no one should approach the
Eucharist without first adoring Him.
Adoration of the Eucharist, then,
makes us participate more deeply in
the Eucharistic Celebration.

The beauty of the Liturgy
is not merely an adornment

Another element in Eucharistic
spirituality is the beauty of the
Liturgy. Pope Benedict XVT’ says
that the beauty of the Liturgy is not
an adornment, but rather it belongs
to the essence of the Liturgy, espe-
cially the Eucharistic Liturgy.

Note well that, as St. Luke
shows, the Eucharist was institut-

of the house, furnished with cush-
ions (cf. Lk 22:12). It was a beauti-
ful room! At the beginning of the
third century, Christians began to
build temples that were architec-
turally beautiful. Why? Because
the Eucharist was to be celebrated
there. Accordingly, not only the
soul of those who participate in the
Eucharist ought to be, by the state of
grace, beautiful, but so also the tem-

¢ ple in which it is celebrated.



Leandro Souza

Beauty belongs, therefore, to the
celebration of the Eucharist. And

the celebration of the Eucharist. No
one owns the Eucharist; it is a patri-
mony of the Church.

Indeed, the Church, when she
wants to make a very small change in
the Liturgy, takes great care and first

verifies that the proposed modifica- :

tion is in accordance with Christian
Tradition and the doctrine of the
Magisterium. [...]

The Heralds evangelize,
above all, through the beauty
of holiness

I wish to close my presentation by
referring now to the theme of this sym-

posium: the charism of the Heralds.
This charism is expressed in the very
name of the institution: Heralds of the
Gospel. Proclaimers! People who pro-
claim the Gospel aloud, with convic-
tion.

In the case of the Heralds, how-

ever, this proclamation has a very
important detail: they evangelize
by means of the via pulchritudinis,
as St. Augustine said, by the way of
beauty.

The Heralds evangelize through

. the beauty of the Liturgy, which they
this is why nothing can be changed in

beauty of music, especially Gregorian
chant. This is the liturgical chant par
excellence, the chant that elevates us
to God through its melodies. And
how they sing! The Heralds also evan-
gelize through the beauty of their

churches. They are not rich churches, :
- butbeautiful churches. :

However, I would say that the
Heralds evangelize, above all, through
the beauty of holiness. They nurture
holiness with great care, and holiness
is beautiful. The beauty of God, infin-
itely removed from all evil and sin, is

found, first of all, in His holiness. So
it is through the beauty of holiness of

life that the Heralds evangelize. For
this reason, they are a patrimony that
the Church must guard with great
care and must also love. <>

Excerpts from the conference given

at the symposium on the charism of
the Heralds of the Gospel,

on 4/8/2021, in Sdo Paulo —
Any imprecision that may be found
is due to the spoken language

in which it was delivered

From left to right: Chapel of Lumen Maris
House, Ubatuba (Brazil); Our Lady of

cultivate. They evangelize through the @ F2tima Church, Tocancipa (Colombia);

Perpetual Adoration Chapel in the Basilica
of Our Lady of the Rosary, Caieiras
(Brazil); Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary
of Fatima, Cotia (Brazil)

1f the soul of those
who participate in
the Eucharist ought
to be, by the state

of grace, beautiful,
50 also the temple in
which it is celebrated

' Cf. ST. AUGUSTINE. Tratados sobre o
Evangelho de Sao Jodo. Tratado LXV, n.1.

*ST. ALPHONSUS MARIA LIGUORI.
Visite al Santissimo Sacramento ed a
Maria Santissima. Introduzione. In:
Opere ascetiche. Roma: CSSR, 1939,
v.IV, p.295.

* Cf. BENEDICT X V1. Sacramentum cari-
tatis, n.35.
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THE HoLy ROSARY

Efficacious Weapon
against God’s Enemies

Among the means within our reach for confronting
the crisis of the contemporary world, the Rosary
stands out for its extraordinary power in obtaining

God’s intervention in events.

or many, the Rosary may
appear to be a subject
about which nothing fur-
ther remains to be said.
It is a magnifi-
% centprayer, with-
. outadoubt. But
could there be
a single nook in
this splendid pal-

ace which has not yet been thorough-
ly explored, mapped out and cata-
logued by the cohort of Saints and
theologians who have so far ven-
tured to enter it? What could pos-
sibly motivate someone to write a
few pages on this subject, if they are
destined to be lost among the thou-
sands — perhaps millions — that have
already been written?

Although there is some validity in

. these questions, they do not express
. the full reality. Our Lord compares :

Another factor,
perhaps even more
sublime than the
preceding ones,
also points to the
grandeur of the

Rosary: its origin

Joao Luis Ribeiro

the scribe who becomes a disciple
of the Kingdom of God to a father
who brings out of his treasure things
new and old (cf. Mt 13:52). In an an-
alogous way, everything that Holy
Church has engendered throughout
the centuries always has an applica-
tion for the present time, and it is the
task of Catholics to point it out.

In this sense, it is not difficult to
demonstrate that the Rosary is ex-
tremely timely. However, in order to
appreciate the “new things” in this
treasure, it will first be neces-
sary to contemplate the quality
of some of the jewels of vener-
able antiquity which compose it.

The excellence
of the Holy Rosary
according to the Popes

Do we really know the enor-
mous power of this prayer, ap-
parently so simple, so unassum-
ing, so accessible and so widely
spread by popular devotion?

Recourse to the papal Magis-

Our Lady reveals the devotion of the

church of Riquewihr (France)

Rosary to St. Dominic of Guzman - Parish

terium will certainly provide us
with a firm foundation on which
to base our answer.



The Popes have
called it “the perfect
prayer,”" “the summary
of Gospel teaching,”
the “badge of Christian
piety,” “the sweet chain
linking us to God, the
bond of love uniting us
to the Angels, the tow-
er of salvation against
the assaults of hell,”
“the sure guarantee of
divine power, the sup-
port and defence of our

A great historical
mystery

Another factor, per-
haps even more sublime
than the preceding ones,
also points to the gran-
deur of the Rosary: its
origin. Those who be-
lieve that it is a devotion
descended from Heav-
en and given to mankind
personally by the Bless-
ed Virgin are not wrong.
Yet there is controversy

hoped-for salvation.”

The Rosary has the “power to in-
stil confidence into the hearts of those

who pray,” to rekindle the Catholic
Faith, revive hope and inflame char-
ity; it preserves chastity and integrity
of life.” In short, it is “the great bul-

wark against heresy and vice”™ and

“the way to attain every virtue.”

Theologians give it
first place

Yet if the superlative praise of the

Popes is not enough to convince us
that the Rosary is “the most beautiful
prayer, the richest in grace and the
most pleasing to the Heart of Mary,”"

we may still have recourse to the !

Doctors. There is a theological rea-
son of great beauty which justifies the
lofty position occupied by this prayer
in relation to the others.

Broadly speaking, the types of

groups: vocal and mental. Using
an analogy with the human being,
we could say that the first is to the
second more or less as the body is to

the soul. In vocal prayer, the words :

used to address God — whether they
are found in a missal or breviary, in
the case of an official prayer, or even
from a book, a devotional card or any

other source — constitute the “ma-

terial” element of the prayer, which
serves to stimulate mental prayer.
The latter, in its turn, is properly the

raising of the mind to God, that is to :

The Rosary is

“the great bulwark
against heresy

and vice” and

“the way

to attain every
virtue”

say, it takes place when we use our in-
telligence and heart to contemplate

and love heavenly realities, with the !

help of grace.

Now, among vocal prayers, what
could surpass the Our Father, com-
posed by the God-Man himself (cf.
Mt 6:9-13), the Angelic Salutation

prayer can be divided into two main = (cf. Lk 1:28,42) and the Glory be to :

the Father, in honour of the Bless-
ed Trinity? And in the field of men-
tal prayer, what more sublime theme
for meditation can be found than the

mysteries of the life, Passion, Death :

and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, contemplated throughout the
Rosary?

Therefore, the renowned theolo-

gian Fr. Antonio Royo Marin, OP, :

sums up this prayer as “encompass-
ing the advantages of mental and
vocal prayer to the most perfect de-
gree objectively possible.”"

as to whether or not it

. was first revealed to St. Dominic.

History, always bound to docu-
ments that have survived the passage
of time, says merely that a great mys-
tery hovers over the origins of the
Rosary. There are no records from

¢ the thirteenth century attesting that

St. Dominic was the initiator of this
devotion, since it did not appear
in the writings of popes and auth-
ors until the fifteenth century. They

- were preceded only by Catholic piety,

which, it is true, always precedes in
some manner the official proclam-
ation of the most beautiful truths of
Mariology.

In fact, long before the birth of

. that holy preacher, a pious custom

was already in place among Chris-
tians of reciting the Hail Mary one
hundred and fifty times in place of
the Psalms of David, which were re-
cited in the early days of the Church.
This led to the prayer becoming
known as the Psalter of Mary.”

Only in the XIII century — at the
time when St. Dominic developed his
apostolate — did this practice spread
all over Christendom, and its main
promoters were the Dominicans!
Mere coincidence? Again, a mys-
tery...

The only source capable of pro-
viding us with any information on the
subject — less appealing to unbeliev-
ing spirits — is the voice of mysticism,

: which, especially in the person of

21



Blessed Alan de la Roche, presents

an account imbued with the sense of

the marvellous. Is it entirely veridi-
cal? A certain enigma remains, and

perhaps will remain until the end of

time... But what is certain is that the
account of this Dominican religious
is so in keeping with St. Dominic’s
prophetic vocation that, if it pre-
sents any inconsistency with real-
ity, we are inclined to believe that
events unfolded in an even more
sublime manner."”

Narration of Blessed
Alan de la Roche

St. Dominic of Guzman is
labouring with great effort to con-
vert the Albigensian heretics, who
have been devastating Europe since
the 12th century, especially in the
Languedoc region in of southern
France. His dedication, however, is
not bearing much fruit, as the num-
ber of those who adhere to the
Cathar sect only grows daily.

Distraught, the faithful devotee
of Mary retires to a forest near Tou-
louse to beseech Heaven to put an
end to this calamity. After three days
of fasting and sacrifices, his strength
fails him and he collapses.

But just when his physical forces
have been pushed to their extreme
limit, the Blessed Virgin approaches,
enveloped in intense light, and asks
him:

“My dear Dominic, do you know

with what weapon the Blessed Trin-
ity wants to reform the world?”

St. Dominic of Guzman - Sancti Spiritus
Monastery, Toro (Spain)

The Blessed Virgin
asKed him: “My dear
‘Dominic, do you
Know with what
weapon the Blessed
Trinity wants to
reform the world?”

: “You know better than I do,” re-

© plies an astounded Dominic.

: “Know, then, that the principal

arm of combat is the Angelic Saluta-

i tion, cornerstone of the New Testa-

ment. If you want to win these hard-
ened hearts for God, pray my Psal-

After these words, a furious
storm suddenly breaks out, with
lightning, thunder, torrential rain
and earthquakes. Terrified, the
population of the city takes ref-
uge in the cathedral, to the sound
of the bells that miraculously peal
of their own accord.
The tempest continues to rage
for some time, and only ceas-
es with the prayers of St. Dominic,
. who is already in the cathedral, be-
fore the assembly. Consoled by the
- help of the Queen of Angels, he
then proclaims the Holy Rosary to
them. Almost all the inhabitants of
Toulouse accept it, and abandon
their evil ways."

Thus, amidst stupendous mir-
acles, this devotion was said to have
i arisen, a gift from Heaven brought
. by Our Lady herself for the benefit
of men.

The Rosary at times
of crisis

We promised, at the outset, to
¢ deal with the timeliness of the Ros-
- ary.

This year, we will observe the con-
currence of three great commemor-
ations, all of them connected with

'BENEDICT XV. Letter “Di al-
tissimo pregio”, 18/9/1915.

* LEO XIIIL. Amantissimee
voluntatis.

*LEO XIIL. Supremi
apostolatus.

* PIUS X1. Apostolic Brief,
20/7/1925.

* PIUS XI11. Letter “Philippinas
insulas”, 31/7/1946.
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* LEO XIII. lucunda semper,
n.3.

" Cf. PIUS XI. Ingravescenti-
bus malis.

S BENEDICT XV. Letter “In
ceetu sodalium”, 29/10/1916.

° PIUS X1. Apostolic Brief,
20/7/1925.

Y PIUS IX. Letter “Pium sane”,
24/3/1877.

""ROYO MARIN, OP, Anto-
nio. La Virgen Maria. Teologia

y espiritualidad marianas. 2.ed.

Madrid: BAC, 1997, p.467.

> Cf. ST. LOUIS-MARIE GRI-
GNION DE MONTFORT. Le
secret admirable du trés Saint
Rosaire. Montreal: Librarie
Montfortaine, 1947, p.14-15.

B Cf. GETINO, Luis G. Alonso.

Santo Domingo de Guzmdn.

Madrid: Biblioteca Nueva,
1939, p.172-185.

"* Cf. ST. LOUIS-MARIE GRI-
GNION DE MONTFORT,
op. cit., p.2-4. This booklet by
the great Marian doctor was
praised by St. John Paul IT
as “an excellent work on the
Rosary” (Rosarium Virginis
Marice, n.8). It should also be
noted that Blessed Alan and
St. Louis de Montfort were the



this devotion. In the first place, it is
the 850th anniversary of St. Dom-
inic’ birth, and the 800th anniversary
of his death.” In addition, the current
month marks the 450th anniversary
of the Battle of Lepanto, a key event
in the history of Christendom, which
led to the institution of the feast of
Our Lady of the Rosary."

Why is this important for the
present moment?

The most crucial moments in the
history of the Rosary were precise-
ly those when calamity had reached
a peak. During the time of St. Dom-
inic, the Faith was being threatened
by the Albigensian heresy, and the
Saint employed the Rosary to safe-
guard orthodoxy. At Lepanto, the
visible structure of the Church and
Christian Civilization was on the
verge of collapse. The Rosary of St.
Pius V wrought for Don Juan of Aus-
tria the same victory that the arms of
Moses, stretched out on the moun-
tain top, won for Joshua against the
Amalekites (cf. Ex 17:8-13).

In both cases, the pledge of vic-
tory was this same celebrated devo-
tion.

Powerful weapon for
our days

Today the Faith and the Holy
Church would seem to be equally or
even more endangered than in those
times. Their worst enemies no lon-
ger use clear arguments in open de-
bates, nor do they fight with weapons

of iron or fire. Rather, they take ad-

vantage of darkness to grow, ambigu-
ity to conquer and relativism to de-
molish.

We must therefore make use of ev-
ery means within our reach to con-
front this crisis, and the Rosary, as
we have seen, can obtain God’s inter-
vention in these events.

Just as St. Dominic and St. Pius V
made use of it as a “weapon to defeat
the enemies of God and of religion,””
so the faithful of today, armed with
this same instrument of warfare, will
easily succeed in destroying the mon-
strous errors and impieties which are
arising everywhere."

This is why Mary Most Holy, on
two occasions, at Lourdes and Fati-
ma, instructed all of humanity to
pray it. In the Cova da Iria — indeed,
during the apparition of October —
the Virgin affirmed: “I am the Lady
of the Rosary.” Under this standard
Christians have triumphed in the
past; and under it they will triumph
today and always. <

“] am the Lady of the
Rosary.” Under this
standard Christians
have triumphed in
the past, and under

it they will triumph
today and always

% 111—11i .
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principal apostles of the Ro-
sary in France, as the Domini-
can theologian Réginald Gar-
rigou-Lagrange points out

(cf. La Madre del Salvadory
nuestra vida interior. 3.ed. Bue-
nos Aires: Desclée de Brouw-
er, 1954, p.266).

" As with ancient figures, there
is disagreement among au-
thors about the year of St.
Dominic’s birth. The fact that

he was born at the end of 1171
has been taken from the col-
lection ECHEVERRIA,
Lamberto de; LLORCA, SJ,
Bernardino; REPETTO BE-
TES, José Luis (Org.). A7io
Cristiano. Madrid: BAC, 2005,
v.VIII, p.197.

' The celebration of Our Lady
of the Rosary was instituted by
St. Pius V in thanksgiving for
the triumph of the Christian

fleet at the Gulf of Lepanto
on October 7, 1571, while the
confraternities of Rome cel-
ebrated Rosary processions,
one of them presided over

by the Supreme Pontiff him-
self. Originally, however, the
Blessed Virgin was invoked as
Our Lady of Victories, which
was gradually replaced by Our
Lady of the Rosary. In 1716,
Clement XI extended the

commemoration to the Uni-
versal Church. Leo XIII intro-
duced it into the Liturgy, and
St. Pius X fixed October 7 as
the definitive date (cf. ROYO
MARIN, op. cit., p.507).

" PIUS XI. Ingravescentibus
malis.

" Cf. PIUS IX. Egregiis,
3/12/1856.
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THE DEevoTioN OF THE HoLy ROSARY

Masterpiece of Catholic

Spirituality

The devotion of the Rosary has tremendous power and
substance. It does not involve merely emotions, but is serious

and full of reflection. Through it, the spiritual life of the Catholic

is built up as a solid and splendid edifice of certainties.

o fully understand the

value of devotion to the
Holy Rosary, let us exam- !

ine it more closely.

After being given directly by

Our Lady to St. Dominic of Guz-

man, devotion to the Rosary spread

rapidly throughout the Church, go- ..
ing beyond the confines of the Do- AL GO I

minican Order and becoming the unites us to God

hallmark of many other Orders who
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Plinio Corréa de Oliveira

. began to wear it hanging from their
¢ meditations on the life of Our Lord

cinctures.

There was a time when every
. Catholic habitually carried a rosary
with him, not only as an object for :
. counting Hail Marys, but as an in-
is uttered with the lips, the mind con-
¢ centrates on a certain point.

strument to attract God’s blessings.

What is the Rosary?

Put briefly, it is a composition of

Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Moth-
er, combined with vocal prayers. This
combination of vocal and mental pray-
er is truly splendid, for while a petition

By this means, man does every-

thing he can in the supernatural or-
¢ der: by his intentions, he unites him-

The Rosary is

the prayer of the
strong, the prayer of
warriors, for it has
such efficacy that

it makes evil retreat
and good advance

Priests, deacons, and laymen pray the
Holy Rosary at Lumen Prophetae House,
Mairipora (Brazil)



self to what his lips pronounce, and
by his mind, he surrenders himself to

what his spirit meditates upon.

In this mode of prayer, man unites

himself intimately with God, es-
pecially since this union is formed
through Mary, the Mediatrix of all

graces.
Someone might ask:
“What is the sense of pray-

ing vocally to Our Lady

while meditating on some-

thing else? Could it not be

something simpler? Would
it not be easier to meditate
first, and then to say ten

Hail Marys?”

The answer is very sim-
ple. Each mystery con-
tains, in its details, endless
sublimities which our poor
spirit seeks to fathom...
Now, to do this perfectly,
we need to be assisted by
God’s grace, and this grace
is given to us through the
help of Our Lady. In short, we say the
Hail Mary to ask the Blessed Virgin
to obtain for us the graces needed to
meditate well.

A powerful and serious
devotion, full of reflection

In the Rosary, we discover small
but precious theological treasures
that make it a masterpiece of Cath-
olic spirituality and doctrine.

This devotion has tremendous
power and substance. It does not in-
volve merely emotions; on the con-
trary, it is serious, full of reflection,

with firm foundations. Through it,
the spiritual life of the Catholic man
is built up as a solid and splendid
edifice of conclusions and certain-
ties.

Moreover, meditation on the
mysteries of the life of Our Lord
and His Mother gives the faithful
the opportunity to receive graces
pertaining to the event that they are
contemplating.

Our Lady of the Rosary - Monastery of
St. Dominic of Guzman, Madrid (Spain)

The countless

graces that Mary
Most Holy distributes
through this devotion
show it to be superior
to other acts of
Marian piety

When we consider the countless
graces that Mary Most Holy distrib-
utes through the recitation of the
Holy Rosary, we see in it something
that makes it superior to other acts of
Marian piety. Now, why is this?

First of all, it is worth pointing out
that Our Lady, as exalted Queen, has
the right to set her preferences! And
She wished to elevate this devotion
above all others, distributing very

. special graces through the recitation

of the Holy Rosary.

¢ Resolution to always

pray the Rosary

An incident in the life of St. Al-
phonsus Maria de Liguori shows
us that, particularly during a great
struggle, the Rosary is a pledge of
victory.

While the Saint was being
guided in a wheelchair through
the corridors of the convent
by a brother of his Order, he
asked if they had prayed the
whole Rosary. The brother re-
plied:

“I don’t remember.”

“Let us pray it, then” said St.
Alphonsus.

“But you are tired! What
harm is there in not saying the
Rosary today?”

“I fear for my eternal sal-
vation if I neglect to say it for
just one day.”

This is precisely what we should
think and feel: the Rosary is the great
guarantee of our final perseverance.
We must ask the Blessed Virgin for
the grace to pray it every day of our
life.

Let us never forsake it!

The Rosary is the prayer of the
strong, the prayer of warriors, for it
has such efficacy that it makes evil

. retreat and good advance. It binds
. the faithful to Our Lady and drives
¢ away the devil, who hates and fears
. Her.

To those who are tempted, I give
this recommendation: hold on to a
rosary! But physically hold on to it,
never let it go.

Even when sleeping, try to keep
the rosary close at hand, so that you
can feel it with you. And if you are
afraid that it will fall to the floor — for
we must treat it with all reverence —
hang it around your neck or put it in
your pocket.
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“I would like to resurrect
with the rosary in
my hands”

When our hands can no long-
er open or close, and when they are
moved by others who assist us, let
us have, as our last position of pray-
er, the rosary entwined between our
fingers, so that when the resurrection
of the dead takes place and our bod-
ies are brought back to life, the Holy
Rosary will be there in our revived
fingers.

I hope that, at the moment when
all the just are called to the resur-
rection, my first reverent kiss will
fall on the rosary which I find in my

hands.
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Material and Symbolic Beauty
of the Rosary

q n my opinion, the beauty of the :

Rosary is not confined merely to
the spiritual excellence it offers to
souls.

Its marvellous impetrative power,
as well as how pleasing it is to God
and to Our Lady, are also expressed
in the physical form of the Rosary,
which is surrounded by imponder-
ables that make us feel the pulchri-

tude of this devotion. There is some-

thing beautiful and inexpressible in
it that seems to me supremely ap-
propriate and irreplaceable.

I remember when I was still a stu-
dent at St. Louis School, at the begin-

ning of the 1920s, and noticed that

a new type of rosary was beginning
to circulate, one that was “more dis-
creet”, in the intention of its creators.
It was an object similar to certain cal-

culating gadgets of the time, with two

. rows of superimposed beads: larger :
© ones on which the Hail Marys and

Our Father were counted, and small-

¢ er ones to mark the mysteries being
¢ meditated upon.

It was a small object, to take up

. the least space in the pocket and :
© to be seen as little as possible by

others. It had everything in its fa-
vour: it was practical, cheap, port-

able and “concealable” — which was

a great advantage for Catholics with
human respect. But it did not take

 hold...

Nothing could replace the old
Rosary, the marvellous and timeless
Rosary in all its various forms!

Small rosaries, graceful rosaries,
elegant and delicate, for well-bred

. children. Modest rosaries, workers’
© rosaries, heavy and rustic as manu-
al labour so often is, but strong ros- :

aries, their beads passing through
the fingers of virile hands. Serious
and manly rosaries, the rosaries of

¢ warriors. Rosaries of princesses, of
¢ queens, elaborated like veritable

jewels, as are the precious rosaries
that hang from the hands of the stat-
ues of Our Lady.

How many forms of rosary there
are!

Some speak of grace and of
charm; they show something of the
regal sweetness and goodness of

. Mary. Others make us see Her as

the protector of children; others as
the helper of the poor and working

. man, like her princely husband, St.

Joseph, descendant of David and a
carpenter. Still others speak of the

. piety of the warrior, of the fighter
¢ for Catholic ideals, like St. Dom-

inic of Guzman, who fought and
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1 hope that,

at the moment

of the resurrection,
my first reverent
Kiss will fall upon
the Rosary that 1
find in my hands

Msgr. Joao Scognamiglio Cla Dias
presents Dr. Plinio with a rosary to kiss,
during a ceremony on 11/12/1994

Here, then, is a suggestion for af-
ter the resurrection. I have never 4
heard of any counsel being given or
any agreement being made for that
moment, but I propose one.

When we all rise from the dead,
amid the radiance of the Final Judge-
ment, let us recall: “It was agreed.”
And then let us kiss the Rosary! <

Taken, with adaptations,
from: Dr. Plinio. Sao Paulo.
Year XIII. No.146

(May, 2010); p.26-29

defeated the Albigensian heresy

with the Rosary.
Indeed, this attribute of the Ros-
ary as a true weapon for Catholics

has always attracted me in a very

particular way, which is why it has al-
ways seemed to me that the Rosary

together with a sword is a combina- |

tion of exceptional beauty.
Once, while in Buenos Aires, 1

was invited to the house of a gentle- :

man who possessed one of the most
beautiful private collections of

arms that I have ever seen. Exquis-

itely arranged in showcases and on
shelves, there were all kinds of arms,

but most especially, several types of :

swords.
As 1 contemplated them, this

thought occurred to me: “If I were !

on familiar terms with this man, I
would suggest to him to acquire a
collection of rosaries as rich as that of
his swords. And that each day, on a
beautiful table arranged in the centre

of the room and covered with a pres- !
tigious cloth, he would place a new

sword and rosary in honour of an im-

age of Our Lady that would preside

over the whole collection.”

. out, to defeat him and to pre-

I believe
that his private
museum would take
on another life and rich-
ness, so well do the rosary
and the sword combine.

And it is not too much to
insist on this truth: for the
Catholic, the Rosary is a
magnificent weapon of war.

A weapon for that most im-
portant and sublime war-
fare, which is the spiritual bat-
tle which is part of the life of
every man; a warfare which
we wage daily against the
temptations and snares of the
devil who seeks to bring our
souls to perdition; a warfare,
therefore, in which we fight to
resist the onslaughts of the ene-
my of our salvation, to drive him

pare our hearts to receive God’s
graces. <~

Taken, with adaptations,
from: Dr. Plinio. Sao Paulo.
Year V. No.56

(Nov., 2002); p.17-19
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The climate was harsh,
with frequent snowfalls,
and the soil poor. The
woodlands, with no
existing roadways, were
difficult to explore. To
establish a monastery
there seemed madness.
But the ideal that moved
St. Bruno was not based
on human criteria. ..
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ST. BRUNO

Father and Founder
of the Carthusians

he deep contemplative

spirit of the Carthusian

Order, where time is meas-

ured by eternity, came to
the fore in a way that was unique —
but, in itself, prestigious for the Or-
der — when the three-hour documen-
tary, Into Great Silence, was released
worldwide in 2005. Its producer had
requested to make the film in 1984.
With more zeal for the charism than
for publicity, the Carthusians replied
that they needed time to think it over.
Permission was granted sixteen years
later, under three conditions: that
only one cameraman do the filming,
that silence be maintained, and artifi-
cial lights not be used.

This refreshing fact reflects the
supernatural strength which has sus-
tained the institution from its begin-
nings, confirming the comment of
Pope Innocent XI when the Carthu-
sian Order, six hundred years af-
ter its foundation, comprised over
two hundred monasteries: “Nun-
quam reformata, quia numquam de-
formata.”' Or what Pope Pius XI
stated more recently: “It is clear that
the Carthusian spirit, faithful to its
founder and father for almost nine
centuries, has not required, over
such a long period, any amendment
or reform, in contrast with other Or-
ders.”

The story that unfolds in the fol-

lowing pages reveals the primary :

Fr. Antonio Jakos, EP

cause of such continuity: the life of
St. Bruno.

Born in “German Rome”

His date of birth is unknown, as is
most of his life. It is known with cer-
tainty only that he came into the world
between the years 1027 and 1035. An
oral tradition indicates that he was a
native of the city of Cologne, the an-
cient Colonia Claudia Ara Agrippin-
ensis of the Romans, and came from
a patrician family, perhaps of the
Hartenfaust, from the gens £milia.
His father was also called Bruno.

Years before his birth, that re-
gion had been blessed with the pres-
ence of a saintly duke and archbishop,
who died in 965: St. Bruno the Great,
brother of Emperor Otto I. A genius
for organization, he had made Co-
logne the premier city of the Holy Em-
pire and had fostered monastic life by
building hermitages and monaster-
ies. In Bruno’s childhood, the city —
then known as Holy Cologne or Ger-
man Rome — boasted nine collegi-
ate schools, four abbeys and nineteen
parishes, an astonishing number for
the time, and even for many modern
metropolises.

All higher education was provid-
ed by the schools of the monasteries,
cathedrals and other churches, which,
shortly after the Saint’s death, would
adopt the name universitas or univer-
sity. It is not known where Bruno stud-




ied, but it is indisputable that he prof- :

ited very well from the teachings re-
ceived, for while still an adolescent he
brilliantly continued his intellectual
career in the city of Reims.

Uprightness amid success

At about the age of fifteen, Bru-
no moved to this city to study theol-
ogy and philosophy under the tutel-

age of Canon Herimann. Because of

his excellent progress, he received the
canonicate at St. Cunibert, in his na-
tive Cologne, and from 1057, when he
was between twenty-six and twenty-
eight years old, he assumed the office
of magister scholarum or scholasticus

of the Cathedral of Reims, succeeding
Canon Herimann. This office made

him director of all the schools under
the jurisdiction of that French diocese,
a responsibility which he exercised for
about twenty years with such efficacy
and virtue that Pope St. Gregory VII

bestowed upon him the honourable
title of Remensis Ecclesiae magistrum —
¢ in his soul.

master of the Church of Reims.
Among his pupils were great
luminaries of the time, such as Odo
of Chatillon, canon of Reims
and later prior of the Abbey
of Cluny, who was sub-
sequently elected to the
pontifical throne under
the name of Urban II.
Around 1076, St. Bruno
was appointed chancellor
of the cathedral by Bish-
op Manasses de Gournay.
He soon found himself in
a delicate situation, which
proved an occasion for him
to demonstrate rectitude,
diplomacy and wisdom:
the Archbishop practiced
simony and squandered
the goods of the diocese,
for which he was subjected
to a lengthy canonical pro-
cess. Once his godless con-
duct was exposed, St. Bru-
no opposed him and was
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. one of his accusers at the Council of !
. Autun in 1077, at which the prelate
. was suspended from office. Finally, St. :

Gregory VII deposed him on Decem-
ber 27, 1080.

St. Bruno renounced the title of
chancellor, as it had been bestowed on
him by the simoniac dignitary, and re-
fused the Archbishopric of Reims, for

. which he had been recommended as
the most suitable candidate after the

expulsion of Manasses.

The decision to abandon the world

As a secular canon of the cath-
edral and a member of the Chapter
of Reims,’ St. Bruno carried out his

teaching duties with a certain free- :
dom: although he was obliged to take

part in the Office recited in the cath-
edral, he lived in his own house, had
canonically stipulated incomes and
had servants at his disposal. Never-
theless, it was at this time that the de-

sire to dedicate himself entirely to re-
collection and penance germinated
¢ of the Divine Office, which brought

An unexpected incident would forever change

the life of Canon Bruno

St. Bruno’s conversion before the corpse of Diocres, by
Vicente Carducho - Prado Museum, Madrid; previous page,
St. Bruno - Chapel of the Charterhouse of Seville (Spain)

In his search for an ideal form of
contemplative life, he visited various
monasteries and religious orders, as
the call of God was not yet clear. He
probably visited the abbeys of Saint-
Thierry and Saint-Remi, which he
admired. It is certain that he held
in high esteem the “black monks”,
the Benedictines, upon whose rule
he was later inspired to organize the
Carthusian Order.

However, it was a supernatural
event that occurred outside the clois-
ters that led St. Bruno to decide to
abandon the world for good. This is
how the biographer of the first five
Carthusian priors recounts it:

“About the year 1082 of the Incar-
nation of the Lord, [...] a certain doc-
tor [Raymond Diocres] of apparent-
ly blameless life, reputation, doctrine
and science, fell seriously ill and short-
ly afterwards died. Following Paris-
ian custom, the coffin with the body
of the deceased was exposed in the
school at an early hour for the singing

together students and doctors alike,
for the purpose of giving such an il-

lustrious man due funerary hon-

ours and a dignified burial.

“When the reverend
gentlemen approached to
take the coffin and carry
it to the church, sudden-
ly, to the astonishment of
all, the dead man raised
his head, sat up, and with a
loud and terrible voice ex-
claimed, ‘By the just judge-
ment of God, I have been
accused.” Having said this,
he lay down and remained
motionless as before.

“As the occurrence be-
came the subject of heated
debate, it was impossible
to bury him that day, and it
was left until the next mor-
ning. By the second day,
the news had spread, and a
great crowd was now gath-
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ered to accompany the coffin
to the church, but the deceased,
as on the day before, raised his
head and with a tragic and ter-
rible voice exclaimed: ‘By the
just judgement of God, I have
been judged.’

“The crowd present heard
the sentence loud and clear, be-
ing more astonished than the
day before. Desirous to know
the meaning of such an unusual
and unexpected pronounce-
ment, they made the decision
to postpone the burial. On the
third day, a large part of the city
gathered at the site, and when
everything was ready to take
him to the tomb, again the dead

man, as on the two previous days, ex- :

claimed with a woeful cry: ‘By the just
judgement of God, I have been con-
demned.

“Hearing this, almost all were !
seized with great fear and trembling, :

convinced of the condemnation of that
man, who in appearance had led an
honest, illustrious, and worthy life, and
shone for his knowledge and wisdom.
“Now, in the midst of that tumult
was Master Bruno, of the Teuton-
ic nation, from the city of Cologne,

the Church of Reims, where he taught
Theology, who, salutarily moved by the

condemned man’s words, remarked
to his companions present there: :

‘What to do, my friends? We shall
all die, and only those who flee from

this world are saved. If this happens
amidst splendours, what will happen

amidst hardships? If a man so worthy,
so learned, who led a seemingly hon-
est life and was famous for his know-
ledge, has been condemned, what will
become of us, the most miserable of
men? [...] After the terrible things

we have heard today, let us not hard- !

en our hearts, but let us leave Baby-
lon, flee from the Pentapolis* already
condemned to fire and brimstone and,

following the example of the blessed
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St. Bruno aspired to a purely hermitical,
strictly isolated life, with only a few
religious acts in common

St. Bruno clothes a postulant in the habit, by

Manuel Bayeu - Museum of Huesca (Spain)
hermit Paul, of the blessed Anthony,

like St. John the Baptist, let us flee to
the desert caves, let us save ourselves

in the mountains, to avoid the wrath of
the Eternal Judge and His sentence of

eternal damnation. Let us escape the
flood by entering Noah’s ark, Peter’s

. barque, where Christ stills the wind
. and the storms, that is, the boat of pen-

ance, so that we may reach the port of
eternal salvation.””

born of illustrious parents, canon of . The dawn of the Great

Charterhouse

With these and other words, St.

Bruno exhorted his companions, so
that six worthy men decided to follow :

him, seeking solitude to do penance,
forsaking all earthly riches, delights
and honours.

Initially, they went to the Bene-
dictine monastery of Molesme, in the
former Diocese of Langres. The ab-

¢ bot was then St. Robert, who in 1098

would found the Cistercian Order.
But St. Bruno aspired to a more aus-
tere life of greater isolation. So he

left with his si ions for the
eft with his six companions for the : Establishment of

desert of Seche-Fontaine, a few kilo-
metres from Molesme.
After a period that biographers

estimate at between one and three '

years, St. Bruno went on to
Grenoble, whose bishop was
a former student of his, St.
Hugh of Chateauneuf. The lat-
ter granted him the mountain-
ous region of Chartreuse in
the desert of St. Pierre, where
St. Bruno erected a building in
the year 1084.

From a human perspective,
the choice of location seemed
absurd: an area at an altitude of
between 780 and 1150 metres,
accessible only by steep paths.
The climate was severe, with
frequent snowfalls, and the soil
poor. The absence of roadways
made it difficult to explore the
forests; the place was impene-

. trable for most of the year, comprom-
© Arsenius, Evagrius and other Saints, !

ising the arrival of help in case of fire
or illness. However, St. Bruno relied
on divine rather than human criteria
and none of these difficulties discour-
aged him. Indeed, even today, the ro-
bustness, good health and longevity
of the Carthusians is remarkable.
Aiming at a purely hermitical,
strictly isolated life, with only a few re-
ligious acts in common, he organized
the work with the rigours of winter in

. mind: cells were individual and separ-
. ate, but connected by a covered clois-

ter that allowed access to the church,
the chapterhouse and the refectory.
This early Carthusian structure was to
be the model for all the others found-
ed throughout the world over time.
On September 2, 1085, Bishop St.

. Hugh consecrated the church, dedi-
. cated to the Blessed Virgin and St.

John the Baptist.
A few decades later, after an ava-

. lanche, the monks were forced to re-

build the Charterhouse two kilo-
metres further south in a safer loca-
tion, where it stands today.

the second Charterhouse

After a wait of over half a century
for the realization of this dream, St.



Bruno would enjoy its solitude for
only six years. Pope Urban II, remem-

bering the virtues of his former teach- :

er, summoned him to Rome in the
name of holy obedience. The founder
of the Carthusians arrived there in
1090. When he learned that the Pope
had appointed him to the episcopal
see of Reggio Calabria, he availed

himself of the right to refuse such an :
election, since he was certain that this :

was not his vocation.

After spending a year at the papal
court, he obtained permission from
the Pontiff to return to the contem-
plative life, but not to France: Urban
II imposed the condition that he

remain within the boundaries of

present-day Italy.

Thus it was that in 1091 St. Bru-
no founded a monastery in Calabria,
in Santa Maria della Torre, Diocese
of Squillace, where he would remain
until his death. The work, like fu-
ture foundations, received the name

of Charterhouse, in memory of the

mother house, and soon obtained the

proper approvals and authorizations
from Pope Urban II.

Precious spiritual legacy

St. Bruno died on October 6, 1101.
Of the almost seventy-one years of
his life, he spent only sixteen in his
much-appreciated solitude: six in the
French Charterhouse and ten in the
Italian one.

there is a letter written in 1099 or 1100
in which he describes the joys of the
contemplative vocation: “Only those
who have experienced them know how
much profit and divine joy the solitude
and silence of the desert bring to those

who love them. Here dedicated men

can recollect themselves as much as
they wish, live in solitude, eagerly cul-
tivate the seeds of virtue and be hap-
pily nourished by the fruits of Para-
dise. Here one acquires that serene
gaze which wounds the Spouse with
love, and by means of which, clean and

pure, one sees God. Here one practi-

ces a laborious leisure, and rests in a

tranquil activity. Here, God rewards
His athletes for the effort of combat

. with the longed-for prize, namely, ‘the

peace the world does not know, and
the joy of the Holy Spirit.””

Although the spiritual legacy of the
Carthusian Order is by far its most pre-
cious patrimony, it also translates into
countless concrete aspects, among

¢ which is the famous Chartreuse li-
Among his few known writings,

queur, composed of one hundred and
thirty herbs. The method of its long
preparation process, with four distilla-
tions and five infusions, is known only
to two Carthusians. It is remarkable
that one of the most austere Orders of
the Church, whose customs prescribe
strict fasts and do not even allow this
liqueur on their tables, should have of-
fered the world such a marvel.

It is fitting that the shield of the
Order bears the seven stars repre-
senting St. Bruno and his first six dis-
ciples, forming a semi-arc over an orb
crowned by the cross, and the motto
Stat crux dum volvitur orbis — The Cross
stands firm while the world turns. <>

. Grande!Chartreuse,
‘Saint-Pierre-de-Chartreuse

(Erance)

“Here one acquires that serene gaze which wounds the Spouse with love. Here, God rewards
His athletes for the effort of combat with the longed-for prize: the joy of the Holy Spirit”

'WIEL, Constant Van de. His-
tory of Canon Law. Lou-
vain: Peeters Press, 1991,
p-84. From the Latin: “Never
reformed, because never
deformed.”

*PIUS XI. Apostolic Constitu-
tion Umbratilem.

’ There were also regular can-
ons, who lived in community.
It is not known when St. Bru-
no was ordained a priest. At
that time it was customary to
use the title of cleric for any
member of the hierarchy, even
those who were not priests.

tised for their sins.

482-484.

*Sodom, Gomorrah, Admabh,
Zeboiim, and Zoar: five cities
from the Old Testament chas-

> VITA ANTIQUIOR SANCTI
BRUNONIS, n.1-7: PL 152;

*ST. BRUNO. Carta a su amigo
Raiil. In: SAEZ DE SAN-
TAMARIA, Gerardo Posada.
Maestro Bruno, Padre de mon-
jes. 2.ed. Madrid: BAC, 1995,
p-163.
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True Apostle of Jesus Christ

To be an apostle is a vocation that extends to all times and places. But

how can we differentiate between the true and the false apostle? The
Second Letter to the Corinthians offers us some valuable criteria.

o be an apostle is not
something exclusive to
the early period of the
Church, but rather a vo-
cation that extends to all times and

places. Otherwise, it would not be
possible to fulfil the Divine Master’s :

command: “Go into all the world
and preach the Gospel to the whole
creation” (Mk 16:15).

However, alongside these authen-
tic envoys of God, there are always
those who present themselves as such,

but in reality are ravenous wolves who
seek to destroy Christ’s flock (cf. Mt

7:15).

This sad reality and its conse-
quences were foretold by Our Lord
Himself: “many false prophets will
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arise and lead many astray. And be-
cause wickedness is multiplied, most
men’s love will grow cold” (Mt 24:11-
12).

It is therefore very important to

know how to discern the true apos-
tles from the false ones. How can we |

do this?

The Second Letter to
the Corinthians and the
[igure of the apostle

The Second Letter to the Corinth-

ians is one of St. Paul’s richest writ-

g Jesus loy the will of God”

ings. The circumstances surrounding
it, its intended recipients, and even
the pastoral problems that motivated
it make it shine as a “passionate un-
burdening of the heart of the great

Joao Felipe Trevisan

Apostle, a vigorous defence of his
apostolate in response to the calum-
nies raised against him.”"

In the epistle, the Doctor of the
Gentiles draws a contrast between
himself and the “false apostles” who
sought to undermine his work. It is
therefore easy to detect, through-
out this biblical text, the characteris-
tics of the true ambassador of Jesus
Christ. Let us consider some of them.

Chosen by God
“Paul, an apostle of Christ

(2 Cor 1:1).

In the very first words of his epistle,
St. Paul points out his vocation: apos-
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tle of Christ Jesus. This is his identity,
. blinds unhealthy eyes. Such is the na-
. common with an unbeliever?

his credentials, his definition.

However, another truth is clear- :

ly manifested in the sacred text: he
receives his mission directly from
God. It is by the divine will that man
is raised to the very high condition of
being sent by the Lord. It is a gift, a
grace that no human force can grant
or usurp.

Sign of contradiction

“For we are the aroma of
Christ to God among those
who are ]oeing saved and
among those who are perish—
ing, to one a fragrance from
death to death, to the other
a fragrance from life to life”

(2 Cor 2:15-16).

Even while being an emissary of
God, the true apostle does not enjoy

the acceptance of all. Some regard
him as a bearer of death. He is a sign
of contradiction! His listeners will be

compelled to take a definitive atti-
tude: to accept or to reject. Accept-
ance will come with admir-
ation; rejection, with hatred.

Such a trait would seem
inconsistent and even con-
tradictory with the apostolic
mission, which aims at saving
the greatest number of souls;
however, it is not. Wanting
the salvation of all does not
automatically bring as a con-
sequence that all will want to
be saved.

For those who have little
concern for their own eter-
nal destiny, the figure of the
apostle becomes unbear-
able. This is what St. John
Chrysostom explains, com-
menting on the passage
quoted above: “He who is
on the path of perdition can
only reproach himself. Pigs
are said to be suffocated by

perfume, and light, as I have said,
. Or what has a believer in

ture of good things: it not only heals
what is like it, but it destroys what is
contrary to it; in this way its power is
shown to be very strong.”

Apostle of Christ
or servant of Belial?

“Do not be mismated with
unbelievers. For what partner-

ship have righ’ceousness and
iniquity? Or what £e”owsllip
has hght with darkness? What

The true apostle
does not enjoy the
acceptance of all.
Some regard him as
a bearer of death.
He is a sign of

contradiction!

Martyrdom of St. Peter - Cathedral of St. Peter, Condom
(France); previous page, the preaching of the Apostles -
Cologne Cathedral (Germany)

accord has Christ with Belial?

What agreement has the tem-
p]e of God with idols?” (2 Cor
6:14-16).

Here is another fundamental
characteristic of the true apostle

. of Jesus Christ, clearly stated by St.
- Paul: integrity!

Those who have received this call-
ing must guard against actions that
undermine it; accordingly, they must
be aware that, on the path of fidelity,
there is no room for iniquitous com-

promises.

In preferring tolerance to intransi-

. gence against evil, the false apos-

tle wishes to fabricate a pretended
compatibility between Christ and
Belial, between Light and darkness,
between God and idols.

Infidelity is an unmistakable mark

. of one who is not an authentic envoy of
¢ God. Moreover, it clearly distinguish-
© es a servant of Belial, since anyone

who does not show himself to be up-
right in the service of God deserves to
hear the words of the Divine
Teacher: “He who is not with
Me is against Me, and he who
does not gather with Me scat-
ters” (Lk 11:23).

St. Irenaeus of Lyons pro-
nounces a severe judgement
on this type of person: “As
for those who pass for pres-
byters in the eyes of many,
but are slaves to their pas-
sions, who do not put the
fear of God above all else
in their hearts [...] and do
evil in secret, saying ‘no one
sees us,” they will be rejected
by the Word, who does not
judge according to opin-
ion and does not look at ap-
pearance but at the heart,
and they will hear these
words spoken prophetically
by Daniel: ‘Race of Canaan
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and not of Judah, beauty has fascin-
ated you and passion has perverted
your heart. Man grown old in evil,
now appear the sins you once com-
mitted, uttering unjust judgements,
condemning the innocent and setting
the guilty free, when the Lord said:
You shall not cause the innocent and
the just to die.””

Persecuted
by “false apostles”

“And what I do I will continue
to do, in order to undermine
the claim of those who would
like to claim that in their
boasted mission Jchey work

on the same terms as we do.
For such men are false apos-
tles, deceitful worlzmen, dis-
guising themselves as apos-
tles of Christ. And no Woncler,
for even Satan disguises him-
self as an angel of 1ig11t. So it
is not strange if his servants
also disguise them-
selves as servants of
righteousness. Their
end will correspon&
to their deeds” (2 Cor
11:12-15).

This is one of the many
passages in which St. Paul
insinuates that he is being
persecuted.

The Corinthian com-
munity — for which the
Apostle shed tears of love
(cf. 2 Cor 2:4) — began
to charge him with vari-
ous unfounded and slan-
derous accusations. Num-
bering among them are:
that he did not belong to
Christ, that he was a cor-
rupter of communities,
that he invaded the terri-
tory of others and that he
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even suffered from schizophrenia
(cf. 2 Cor 10:1-14)!*

How can it be explained that the
very people to whom St. Paul had
dedicated himself so much could
have rebelled in such a vile way?
A contemporary exegete answers:
“The Corinthians did not formu-
late these accusations against Paul
on their own. Behind them are those
whom the letter calls, with a good

The apostle must
never become
overwhelmed by
persecutions, even
when they come
from those who
have been the object
of his Kindness

St. Paul is stoned in Lystra -
Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, Rome

dose of irony, ‘super-apostles’. Who
are they? Certainly influential per-
sons, representatives of the central
hierarchy that imposes itself on the
community.”

In face of persecution,
do not flinch, but fight!

On the other hand, the Apostle’s
response to slander is moving! The
true messenger of Christ must never
allow himself to be overwhelmed by
the persecutions he suffers, whether
external or internal, even when they
come from those who have been the
object of his greatest kindness, dedi-
cation and hope.

The means employed by St. Paul
to overcome the difficulties encoun-
tered on the path of evangelization
were to defend himself fearlessly and
with confidence in the Almighty, re-
moving every pretext from dishon-
est workers (cf. 2 Cor 11:12-13). This
made him a truly majestic man.

In thisregard, Pope Benedict XVI

¢ wisely ponders: “How can we not ad-

mire a man like this? How
can we not thank the Lord
for having given us an
Apostle of this stature? It is
clear that he would not have
been able to face such diffi-
cult and, at times, desper-
ate situations if there had
not been a reason of abso-
lute value, before which no
barrier could be considered
insurmountable. We know
that for Paul, this reason is
Jesus Christ.”

Apostle of the

“secrets” of God

“I must boast; there is
nothing to be gained
Ly it, but T will go on
to visions and revela-
tions of the Lord. I
know a man in Christ
who fourteen years



ago was caugllt up to the
third Heaven — whether in
the ]oocly or out of the l)ody

I do not 12now, God knows.
And T know that this man
was caught up into Paradise —
whether in the l)ocly or out of
the bo&y I do not lznow, God
knows — and he heard things
that cannot be tolcl, which
man may not utter” (2 Cor

12:1-4),

In theology, mystical, extraordin-
ary or supernatural phenomena, such
as the one recounted by St. Paul, are
considered gratis datce, that is to say,
gifts that God freely grants to whom
He pleases. They are reserved for the
few; indeed, many Saints never re-
ceived them. Nevertheless, it must be
borne clearly in mind that every bap-
tized person should nourish an in-
tense interior life — mystical in the
deepest sense of the word — and this

is an indispensable condition for any

pastoral action. No apostle can ex-
cuse himself for not cultivating and
fostering contemplation.”
Nevertheless, this does not mean
that these phenomena are always for-

tuitous. On the contrary, many of

them are a result of the intense de-

gree of spiritualization attained by :

certain chosen souls.®

Thus, in St. Paul’s eloquent de-
scription of the revelations he has re-
ceived, we find a guarantee that he is
not only a bearer of the Spirit, but he

St. Paul, by Lippo Memmi -
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Glory, for the
faithful apostle,
means putting

on Jesus Christ,
considering himself
an instrument
placed in the
Lord’s hands

also enjoys great intimacy with Our
Lord Jesus Christ. God often reveals

. Himself mystically to the apostle in
order to make him, in an even more
. evident manner, His emissary.

“Apostle of Jesus Christ and
herald of the truth”

The text of the Second Letter to
the Corinthians goes on to list other
qualities that distinguish the true

. apostle from the false, such as un-
- pretentiousness (cf. 2 Cor 12:14), sin-

cerity (cf. 2 Cor 1:12-14), and being a
minister of the Spirit rather than of
the letter (cf. 2 Cor 3:5-6). However,
the limits of this article prevent a
more extensive analysis.

In any case, the character of the

¢ authentic evangelizer is outlined
. with unique clarity in the epistle,

whose central idea consists in the
defence of the Pauline ministry. In
the words of a renowned exegete, its
common thread can be defined thus:
he is an “Apostle of Jesus Christ and

¢ herald of the truth, with all the diffi-
culties and all the glory that this en-
- tails.
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Glory: a sweet-sounding word to
everyone’s ears. Both the true and
the false apostle seek it untiringly.

For the latter, glory translates into
deceit, opportunism and hypocrisy.

¢ For the former, however, it means
¢ putting on Jesus Christ, considering

oneself an instrument placed in the
Lord’s hands. An instrument that
is at times weak; but, paradoxically,
from this weakness Our Lord Jesus
Christ manifests all His strength and
power (cf. 2 Cor 12:10). <

'PEIFER, OSB, Claude J.
Conoce la Biblia: Nuevo Tes-
tamento. Primeray Segun-
da Epistola de San Pablo a los
Corintios. Santander: Sal Ter-
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Omelie sulla Seconda Lettera
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The glorious cradle of Teresa of Avila’s vocation remained
oblivious to this Saint’s reform for four hundred years. The skilful

intervention of one of her daughters obtained the long-awaited

restoration, and was crowned by an exciting discovery.

vila, 1562. After twenty-sev-
en years of cloistered life in
the Monastery of the Incar-
nation, Teresa of Jesus left

the almost one hundred and eighty

religious who had accompanied her
in her first steps in her vocation, and

set out on the greatest adventure of

her life: the reform of the Carmelite
Order.

Taking only what was indispens- :

able for her first foundation, she said
goodbye to those walls, the silent

witnesses of her blessed journey: :

the door through which she entered
the monastery, the parlour where
Our Lord had rebuked her for en-
gaging in worldly conversations, the
cell in which she had dwelt and had

so often held supernatural colloquy
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. with Him, the stairway where once
© she had met a beautiful Child who

declared to her that He was “Jesus
of Teresa™...

Yet, despite having been the start-
ing point of the Carmelite renewal,
this glorious monastery would wel-
come her only four hundred years
later, through the skilled and virtu-
ous intervention of one of her spirit-

ual daughters in the twentieth cen- :

tury.
Indeed, many years after her de-

parture, and having won countless :

victories for Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel, St. Teresa was led by obedience

i back to her community, this time as :

superior. She met, however, with stiff
opposition from the nuns there, who,

in an act of manifest rebellion, de- :

Sr. Diana Devia, EP

nied her entrance and possession of
office... The outcome of the bitter
hardship she endured there was that,
at her death, the Monastery of the In-

. carnation remained as “calced” as

before; that is to say, it had not ad-
hered to the discalced renewal she

. desired.

First stirrings of
transformation

In 1940, certainly through the
heavenly intercession of the foun-
dress, this monastery did accept the
reform, although it still needed to
make progress on many points. The
four centuries of resistance had deep-
ly marked the community, and there
were difficulties in fully adhering to
the Teresian spirit.

Zarateman (CC by-sa 1.0)




Since the spiritual state of a group
of people is often reflected in the ma-
terial reality which surrounds it, in
1966 — twenty-six years later! — the !

lack of fervour of those Carmelite
nuns and their desire for leniency
in observing the rule were lament-
ably reflected in the physical con-
dition of the monastery which,
battered by time, was on the
point of collapse.

The convent, which had
housed more than a hundred
nuns in the time of St. Teresa, was
reduced to a small community con-
sisting mostly of elderly sisters, for

whom the maintenance of the build-

ing was too heavy a burden.

In addition, as this monastery was
the cradle of the Teresian vocation,
a great number of pilgrims, wishing
to imbibe the spirit of the Saint, now

visited it every year, creatingno small !
disruption in the contemplative life

that ought to be led there.

Another “Teresa” to
reform the Incarnation

Although the Sisters of the In-

carnation were aware of the deplor-
able situation of the monastery, they
felt unable to take on the mission

of reforming it, both because of the
economic resources and the mor- |

al strength that would be required
to carry this out. It was necessary
to find someone capable of moving
generous souls to finance the work

and, above all, someone with a self-

less heart who was ready to suffer the
adversities that such a vast project
would involve.

The community’s confessor, Fr.

Cris6gono de Jesus Sacramentado,

and the Bishop of Avila, Most Rev.
Santos Moro Briz, seeking a solution
to the problem, came to the conclu-
sion that the only person capable of

accomplishing this work was Mother :

Maravillas de Jesus, prioress of the
monastery of Aldehuela, near Ma-
drid, who had recently completed

St. Maravillas photographed at the end of
her life; on previous page, the Monastery
of the Incarnation, Avila (Spain)

Out of love for her
spiritual mother, St.
Teresa, she prepared
to take on the difficult
task, despite her
seventy-four years of
age and weak fealth

the restoration of the Carmelite com-
munity of El Escorial.

Accordingly, they asked her, in
the name of the religious of the In-
carnation and of the diocese, to
take charge of the restoration, not

only of the buildings, but also of the

souls, bringing with her other nuns
of her foundations who could help
her. Nevertheless, Mother Maravil-
las considered herself unqualified for

such a mission... Determined to con- ;
¢ vince her, Bishop Santos wrote to her

in January 1966, affirming that if she
did not accept the task, God would

. call her to account for the ruin of
. such a venerable monastery.

It thus became clear to Mother

. Maravillas that her intervention was

indeed needed to prevent the com-
plete destruction of the community
of the Incarnation. Out of love for
her spiritual mother, St. Teresa,
she prepared to take on the diffi-
cult task, despite her seventy-four
years of age and fragile health.

The fight to open souls

Before communicating her de-
cision to the General of the Order,
Mother Maravillas visited the mon-

. astery twice and saw the sorry state
. into which it had fallen. According to

the reports of the religious who ac-
companied her, the nuns there “were
quite alarmed” and “did not want
[Mother Maravillas] to come with

¢ plans to correct and reform the com-
© munity spiritually. They only wanted

financial assistance and nuns to help
them materially.”
To move wills and to open hearts is

¢ much more difficult than to construct
. buildings and raise walls... Neverthe-

less, little by little, Mother Maravil-
las convinced the nuns to accept the
conditions for the reform and in the

. end they all came to love her, which
. caused no little amazement in those

who were acquainted with the previ-
ous dispositions of the community.

It is known that this soul chosen
and loved by the Blessed Virgin

¢ asked the Lord to enlighten her be-

fore choosing the Carmelites who
were to accompany her in her ardu-
ous mission, letting it be seen in some
letters how much she wished them to
be the most observant and virtuous.
After a meticulous selection, Mother
Maravillas nominated Mother Mag-
dalene of Jesus as the new prioress
and, besides the eight nuns designat-
ed to assist her, she entrusted the re-
pairs of the building to Sr. Isabel de
Jesus, who, while not being an archi-
tect, planned all her foundations.

37



The first steps towards the reform

of the Incarnation had finally been
¢ in 1571 was found, as well as various

taken.

Unwavering determination
in obtaining resources

Having achieved the opening of
souls and established a group of aux-
iliary Carmelite nuns, the first prac-

tical concern of Mother Maravillas :
was to turn her attention to the ex- !

tremely urgent material needs of the
community.

According to expert opinion, the
monastery was being held up by a real
miracle, which the sisters attributed
to St. Teresa. Between forty and fifty

support posts needed urgently to be
placed to prevent the building’s down-

fall! The roofs tiles had to be torn up,
the attics rebuilt, the wooden beams,
almost rotten and splintered,
had to be replaced by others
of cement and iron, new cells
had to be built, the church re-
stored, and many other re-
pairs made...

With unwavering deter-
mination, Mother Maravil-
las decided to begin the reno-
vation by asking government
officials for financial help,
convinced that the conserv-
ation of such a valuable relic
was also their responsibility.
It was then that a veritable
battalion of architects, stone-
masons and labourers of all
kinds began work on the con-
vent.

Inspired by the historical
value of the building and the
symbolism of its every cor-
ner, the workers were tire-
less in their efforts, which
would soon be well rewarded
by Heaven through an un-
expected and surprising gift.

avilaturismo.con

A present from St. Teresa

During the painstaking
restoration, the door through
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which St. Teresa had entered the mon-
astery on her appointment as prioress

windows and paintings from that per-
iod. However, the greatest and most
interesting discovery was made on
December 3, 1968.

Great was their
surprise upon
finding the Kitchen
in which St. Teresa
had prepared her
meals for twenty-
seven years!

On the upper floor, the kitchen discovered during
the renovation of the monastery - Monastery of the
Incarnation, Avila (Spain)

On the instructions of Sr. Isabel,

- workers had for several days been en-

deavouring to knock down one of the
walls in the Chapel of the Transver-
beration, built years before on the
site of St. Teresa’s cell. The Carmel-
ite “architect” hoped that behind one
of those walls could be found part
of the foundress’ cell or kitchen, be-

. cause, from the measurements of the
© building, it was calculated that there

was a space between the wall of the
chapel and what would have then
been the door of the cell.

After days of toil, the work-
men made the surprising discov-
ery of the coveted kitchen in which

. St. Teresa had prepared her meals
. for twenty-seven years! The black-

ened bricks still perfectly formed the
arch of the chimney, and the odour of
smoke concentrated by cen-
turies of enclosure was per-
ceptible just by drawing near.
Astonishment and emo-
tion filled the hearts of all
those present, when they
saw their efforts generously
rewarded with the finding of
such a unique relic.
Summoned to verify what
had happened, the former
prioress of the monastery,
Mother Incarnation, after
staring for some time at the
ceiling and the whole kitch-
en, remained motionless for
several minutes. Her marked
pallor attracted the attention
of everyone there and, as she
did not stir, some thought
she had taken ill. With-
out, however, answering the
questions put to her, Moth-
er Incarnation kept her eyes
fixed on that small but bless-
ed space. After some time,
she explained what had hap-
pened. She had seen St. Ter-
esa herself there, who had
told her: “Rest assured, for
everything that the Mothers




are doing in this holy house is pleasing @
¢ in the reform of

The holiness of the reform under- the world!

to me and very well done.”

taken by Mother Maravillas and her
sisters was thus sealed with a super-
natural communication, and it was
proved once again how much God
blesses, even in this life, those who
care for His works: “whatever good

any one does, he will receive the same
© that monastery which was

again from the Lord” (Eph 6:8).

The Carmelite spirit
is restored

The renovation of the building was
completed in a record time of five
years. To facilitate the observance

of the rule, the punctuality of sched-
ules and the participation of the com-

munity in common acts, the design of
the cells was modified, making them
smaller, more cheerful and sunny. A
new choir was erected for the use of
the nuns, and the old one, with the
place where St. Teresa had knelt to

receive Communion, was exposed '

for public visitation. A Teresian mu-
seum was also planned with all the
mementos of the Saint so that they
could be venerated by pilgrims.

In addition, due to the influx of
the faithful and priests who wished

to celebrate Mass in the monastery,
¢ world and triumph with

Mother Maravillas entrusted the ser-
vice of the external sacristy and the
care of pilgrims to a newly found-
ed congregation, the Servants of the
Gospel, and constructed a building
annexed to the monastery to house
these religious women.

On the other hand, no less glorious :
than the material restoration was the :

moral transformation brought about
by the wisdom of Mother Maravillas.
Through patience and good example,
discipline and the Teresian spirit
gradually took root in the Monastery
of the Incarnation. The community

began to observe the holy customs of :
the discalced reform, and peace and

unity were soon established among
the sisters.

Let us collaborate

Scripture says that
“where sin increased,
grace abounded all the
more” (Rom 5:20). Al-
though resistance to div-
ine grace held sway for
four hundred years in

the cradle of the voca-
tion of St. Teresa of Jesus,
there, too, the mercy of
God triumphed mag-
nificently and, through
the virtuous action of a
chosen soul, marked the
history of the Carmelite
Order for ever.

In our present days, as
we witness the undeni-
able increase of sin, let
us ask St. Teresa, Mother
Maravillas of Jesus and
all the Carmelite Saints
to watch over our souls
and make them docile
to the action of the Div-
ine Holy Spirit and of
the men chosen by Him,
so that we may collabor-
ate in the reform of the

them in the Reign of
Mary! <~

“Rest assured, for
everything that the
Mothers are doing
in this holy house is
pleasing to me and
very well done”

Interior of the Monastery of the
Incarnation, Avila (Spain); in centre,
St. Teresa of Jesus - Monastery of the
Annunciation, Alba de Tormes (Spain)

' GONZALEZ CHAVES, Alberto José. A
casa de Teresa. 50 anos de la restauracion
del Monasterio de la Encarnacion de
Avila por Santa Maravillas de Jests [The
House of Teresa. 50 Years of Restoration
at the Monastery of the Incarnation of
Avila by St. Maravillas of Jesus]. In: Santa
Madre Maravillas de Jestis. Madrid. N.178
(2016); p.6.

>MAGDALENA DE JESUS, OCD. Un
hallazgo singular [A Rare Discovery]. In:
Santa Madre Maravillas de Jestis. Madrid.
N.178 (2016); p.19.
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s she approached the age of
thirty, during long hours of

quiet contemplation min-
gled with vocal prayer, the
desire for the religious life became in-
creasingly defined in Lucilia’s soul.

However, even beyond her virtuous '

aspirations to the lofty and sublime
was the determination to fulfil God’s
will, even if this meant relinquishing
some of her good inclinations.

She was ready to follow the voice :
of the Holy Spirit at all moments, cost

what it may, convinced that He often
made His wishes known through the
orders or counsels of her dear father,
Dr. Antdnio Ribeiro dos Santos.

Docility to the designs
of Providence

One evening, with characteristic
fatherliness, Dr. Antonio broached

the delicate topic of matrimony with

his daughter. He reflected that the
years were passing by, threatening
to leave her a spinster around whom
nephews and nieces would play.

Of course, as a good father, Dr. :

Antonio did not wish to compel Lu-
cilia to make a decision about mar-

riage. But he told his daughter that :
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The Choice of a Vocation
in God’s Hands

Even beyond Dona Lucilia’s virtuous aspirations to the
lofty and sublime was the determination to fulfil God’s
will, even if this meant relinquishing some of her good
inclinations.

Msgr. Joao Scognamiglio Cla Dias, EP

a friend of his, Dr. Joao Procépio de
. veira, a man raised up by God to mark

Carvalho, had presented a young law-
yer to him, Dr. Joao Paulo Corréa de
Oliveira, a descendant of an illustrious
family from the state of Pernambuco,
very refined and intelligent. For these

reasons, Dr. Antonio considered him

a suitable match, but would leave the
final word with her.

Dona Lucilia listened to her fath-
er’s suggestion with her customary
mild and amiable expression — a sign

had already reached full bloom.

If the will of Providence was being
revealed in this way, why not be glad?
Her future husband must be a good

: man, since he was recommended by

Dr. Antonio. What else was needed
for her consent? But always meas-
ured and prudent, she asked her fath-
er for some time to think it over. Only

after much prayer and reflection did

she consent to having the worthy and
genial lawyer presented to her, and
they became engaged.

Lucilia was not mistaken when she

discerned in her father’s words an :

indication of God’s designs for her.
For she was, in fact, called to exer-

cise the irreplaceable role of a good

mother for Dr. Plinio Corréa de Oli-

the twentieth century with his virtue
and action in favour of the Holy Cath-
olic Church and Christian Civilization.

Wedding pomp

July 15, 1906, was a significant
date in Sao Paulo’s social chronicles
on account of the brilliant event re-
ported the next day in the “Correio

. Paulistano.”
that the stability of her temperance |

“Yesterday, in this capital, the mar-
riage between Miss Lucilia Ribeiro
dos Santos, beloved daughter of Dr.

Dona Lucilia

heard her father’s
suggestion with an
amiable expression.
1f the will of
Providence was being
revealed in this way,
why not be glad?




Antonio Ribeiro dos Santos, and dis-
tinguished lawyer Dr. Joao Paulo Cor-
réa de Oliveira took place. [...]

“The very well-attended religious
ceremony was celebrated at 8:30 in the
evening in the chapel of the Diocesan
Seminary. The Venerable Archdeacon
Francisco de Paula Rodrigues, admin-
istrator of the diocese, proffered a
beautiful prayer imploring blessings
for the couple’s future.”

The numerous guests from the
highest society flowing into the
church piqued the curiosity of pass-
ers-by, who soon formed a lively
crowd in front of it.

Immediately following the cere-
mony these spectators watched with
mounting fascination as a winding
cortege of carriages and automobiles
proceeded toward the Ribeiro dos
Santos residence. Leading the way,
the newlyweds’ car attracted the most
attention, tastefully adorned and up-
holstered in silk.

The long-awaited encounter with
the Eucharistic Jesus

Before the pontificate of St. Pius X
at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury, the privilege of First Holy Com-
munion had not yet been extended to
children and adolescents. But this was
not the only reason that prevented Lu-
cilia from receiving this Sacrament
until close to her marriage. The Bra-
zilian population of the time was most-
ly Catholic and would attend all reli-
gious events, yet would rarely receive
the Sacraments. This contradictory at-
titude was partly the result of a vicious
anti-clerical campaign —which the cen-
surable conduct of a certain number of
ecclesiastics only served to foment.

This brought with it regrettable
misunderstandings between the clergy
and faithful, and favoured the spread-
ing of appalling rumours such as the
insinuation that some priests used the
confessional to make shameful prop-
ositions to penitents. Within this sad
climate, it may be understood why

the heads of many households barred
their daughters and wives from Con-
fession. Dr. Antonio thought he was
acting correctly by taking such a pos-
ition.

For a soul ardently devoted to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Communion
would have been the natural apex
to intimacy with the Divine Saviour.
The long delay in receiving this Sac-
rament was a heavy ordeal for young
Lucilia. Although she never allowed
this to diminish her high regard for
her father, she could not hide her re-
spectful incomprehension with his
inflexible attitude, but to no avail.

Her marriage finally allowed her
to fulfil her long-awaited desire to re-
ceive Our Lord in the Eucharist. As
the wedding approached, Dr. Antonio
said to his future son-in-law:

“Dr. Joao Paulo, because of the
state of the clergy, I have never per-
mitted Lucilia to go to Confession or,
as a result, to receive Communion,
although she has truly desired this.
Since the situation is improving, I am
more inclined to allow it, but this is in
fact your decision. If you agree, she
will confess and receive Communion
now, before the wedding.”

Dr. Joao Paulo looked at his
fiancée to see what she wished. With

customary graciousness, she said
that she would like very much to re-
ceive Communion regularly. With this
agreement between the two of them,
Lucilia was able to confess and re-
ceive First Holy Communion, on the
eve of her wedding (July 14, 1906), in
her beloved chapel of Luz Convent.
By this means, her soul gained added
strength to face the uncertainties of
her new state of life. <-

Taken, with slight adaptations,
from: Dona Lucilia. Citta del
Vaticano-Nobleton: LEV;
Heralds of the Gospel, 2013,
p-97-101

For a soul ardently
devoted to the
Sacred Heart of
Jesus, Communion
would have been
the natural apex to
intimacy with the
Divine Saviour

The main altar in the chapel of the Luz Monastery, in Sao Paulo, where
Dona Lucilia received her First Communion; previous page: Dona Lucilia shortly
before her marriage
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Peru - At the invitation of the Operational Command of Ucayali, a Marian Mission was organized by the Heralds
in the city of Pucallpa, in the Peruvian Amazon region. The Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary visited
military bases of the Army, Navy, Air Force and National Police, among other places.

Italy — The Heralds carried out a Marian Mission in Barrafranca, Sicily, at the request of the parish priest of the
municipality, Fr. Salvatore Cumia. The mission included Masses, Confessions, and periods of prayer and catechesis
on the message of Fatima, in addition to a memorable visit to a nursing home.

—

Ponta Grossa (Brazil) — At the beginning of winter, the Heralds of the Gospel collected over six thousand warm
clothing items through their campaign, with the help of the community and the 13th Armoured Infantry Battalion.
Donations were distributed to needy families and the homeless, in a social outreach at the City Hall.
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Juiz de Fora (Brazil) — On July 16, the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Metropolitan Archbishop Gil Anténio
Moreira presided over the Mass for the inauguration of the towers of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, belonging
to the Heralds of the Gospel. Immediately after the celebration, the bell tower blessing ceremony took place,
followed by a fireworks display. After a few words from the prelate and Fr. Antonio Guerra, EP, participants viewed a
-

retrospective video of the construction of the church, which began in May 2015.
p— '| I T
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Aruja (Brazil) — The choir and orchestra of the Heralds of the Gospel’s Major Seminary was invited to solemnize a Mass
at the main parish of Aruja celebrated by Bishop Pedro Luiz Stringhini of Mogi das Cruzes diocese, on August 5. This
date marked the 280th anniversary of the finding of the miraculous statue “Senhor Bom Jesus”, the city’s special Patron.
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Number of Christians killed by
terrorists in Nigeria grows

Intersociety, the International So-
ciety for Civil Liberties and the Rule
of Law of Nigeria, has released a re-
port which highlights that during
the present year of 2021 alone, more
than 3,400 Christians were killed by
Islamic terrorists in that country, an
average of seventeen deaths per day.

According to Intersociety, these
figures are the second highest since
2014, during which more than 4,000
Christians were victims of the Mus-
lim group Boko Haram, and another
1,200 people were massacred by Fu-
lani herdsmen.

Furthermore, between January and
July of 2021, nearly three thousand
Christians were kidnapped. It is esti-
mated that for every thirty Christians

kidnapped, at least three end up dying,
bringing the number of deaths in cap-
tivity to three hundred. One hundred
and fifty unregistered murders were
also counted, as well as three hundred
churches that were threatened, at-
tacked or burned.

The authors of the research lament
the impunity enjoyed by the perpe-
trators, which fuels and encourages
the repetition of such atrocities. The
Nigerian government has also come
under heavy criticism for its complic-
ity in crimes against Christians in the
country.

Beatification process
Jor Gertrude Detzel begin

On August 15, the opening of the
diocesan phase in the beatification
process was announced for the Ser-
vant of God Gertrude Detzel, a lay-
woman who dedicated herself to evan-
gelization during the hard years of
Stalinist repression. The announce-
ment took place during the Eucharis-
tic Celebration presided over by Bish-
op Clemens Pickel of San Clemente a
Saratov diocese, in the Basilica of St.
Joseph in Karaganda, Kazakhstan.

Gertrude Detzel was born in 1904
to a Catholic family in the village

of Rozhdestvensky. At the start of
World War I1, she was sent to work
in the cotton fields south of Kazakh-
stan and later to the Guryev region,
where she served in the Baichunas
oil field.

In the midst of her toil, she found
time to gather the women together to
pray and to speak of God. Denounced,
she was arrested, tried and sentenced
to ten years of forced labour in Soviet
gulags. Her release was decided dur-
ing the 1954 amnesty, and she settled
in Karaganda, where she aided priests
who, while in hiding, were organizing
the Catholic communities. Gertrude
died on August 16, 1971.

First Catholic monastery
in Tajikistan

An unprecedented event in Cen-
tral Asia took place in Tajikistan when
its first Catholic monastery of con-
templative life was founded last June
27, the day on which the country cele-
brates its national unity.

The religious family of the Insti-
tute of the Incarnate Word (IVE), a
foundation of Argentine origin, is re-
sponsible for the new monastery. It
was named after St. John Paul II, in
honour of the Pontiff who was such

Approximately forty thousand pilgrims visit Czestochowa

‘D espite the pandemic, and fulfilling all health regula-
tions in force, sixty-three groups of pilgrims totalling

almost forty thousand visited the Marian Shrine of Czgsto-
chowa in Poland to celebrate the Assumption of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary last August 15.

The Bishop of Radom, Most Rev. Marek Solarczyk,
saw to the spiritual needs of the pilgrims, and had a
trumpet call mark the beginning of the daily activities
for the participants. These were individuals of all ages,
including clergy, consecrated and lay people, both edu-
cated and simple, but all with a special devotion to the
Blessed Virgin.

This year’s August pilgrimage was especially an act of
thanksgiving for the celebration of the 30th anniversary
of World Youth Day in Cze¢stochowa. Therefore, one of

the main events was the concert Pilgrims Sing the Songs
of John Paul I1.
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Benedictine Monks Return to
Historic Solignac Abbey

ﬂ fter two hundred and thirty years
of absence, the Benedictine monks
returned at the beginning of August to
Solignac Abbey, an emblematic monas-
tery founded in the 7th century by St.
Eligius, near Limoges, France.

The Benedictine Order had been
expelled from it in 1790, during the
French Revolution. Since then, the ab-
bey has been used successively as a pris-
on, a boarding school for girls, a porcel-
ain factory and a shelter for Catholic
teachers during the years of the Second
World War. Starting in 1945, it housed

the Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate, more recently becoming the
property of the Diocese of Limoges
and now belongs once again of the sons
of St. Benedict.

According to Dom Jean-Bernard
Marie Bories, abbot of the Benedict-
ine monastery of St. Joseph of Clair-
val, which re-acquired the Solignac Ab-
bey, the locale will not only be used by
the Benedictine community, but also as a
spirituality centre for prayer and retreats.

The official opening of the monas-

tery is scheduled for November 28.

a strong promoter of the missions in
Central Asia at a time when com-
munism still impeded the public ex-
pression of the Faith.

Fr. Pedro Lépez, priest respon-
sible for the Catholics in Tajikistan,
told Asia News that the sisters of the
mission will be praying constantly for
the apostolic fruits in the country, and
that the foundation of the monastery
was providential, as it took place be-
fore the problems with its neighbour
Afghanistan began.

The ceremony was marked by a
Holy Mass celebrated by the Apos-
tolic Administrator of Uzbekistan, Fr.
Jerzy Maculewicz. This was followed
by a short procession with the Virgin
of Lujan— Patroness of Argentina and
of the IVE missions — carried on a lit-
ter by the sisters, to be enthroned as
Patroness of the house.

Collection on the
Church’s Social Doctrine
published in Sao Paulo

Kolping Brasil published the Col-
lection of the Social Doctrine of the
Church at the Ttalo Brasileiro Univer-
sity Centre on August 7, as the fruit of

a course held between 2015 and 2016
in the Diocese of Osasco, subsequent-
ly produced into an extensive and
thorough work. It is the first publica-
tion bearing the Kolping Brasil seal,
a non-profit association that strives
to overcome all forms of poverty
through education and work. The col-
lection is presented in a box with three
volumes: The Person of Jesus Christ
and His Message; The Social Doctrine
of the Church; The Life and Work of
Blessed Adolfo Kolping.

The publication was made possible
through the support of the Mercy
Fund, which received the request for
help made by Kolping Brasil Founda-
tion president Edvaldo Azevedo, with
the consent of Cardinal Odilo Pedro
Scherer, Archbishop of Sao Paulo, in
April 2019, but can only now reap the
rewards of its sponsorship. The Car-
dinal prefaced the first volume of the
Collection.

12th-century pipe organ
to be restored

Frozen in time, like a kind of
“musical Pompeii,” the 221 remain-
ing original pipes of the organ in the

Church of the Nativity, in Bethlehem,
West Bank, can be given new life. So
hopes David Catalunya, musicologist,
historian and University of Oxford re-
searcher, responsible for the project
that aims to replicate the original pipes
and reconstruct the missing parts of
the organ so that it may once again be
heard, after eight hundred years.

According to the researcher, the
instrument dates from the 12th cen-
tury and is a unique specimen in the
world. Its pipes were discovered in
an archaeological dig at the Fran-
ciscan monastery of the Church of
the Nativity in 1906, along with bells
and other liturgical accessories, and
were taken to Jerusalem under the
care of the Franciscan Custody of
the Holy Land.

Catalunya believes that the French
Crusaders brought the organ to the
Holy Land in the first half of the 12th
century, and that it survived Saladin’s
invasion in 1187 only because it was
regarded as a mere piece of furniture.
In 1244 the pipes, bells and other li-
turgical items were buried in the face
of the imminent invasion of the Kh-
warazmian Turks.
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STORY FOR CHILDREN... OR FOR ADULTS FuLL OF FAITH?

Triumph

The Lioness’ Loss
and the Tortoise’s

What chance does the tortoise have? Its speed is minimal, it has
no one to ask for help, and it is incapable of fighting. It has only

one defence...

tis another day on the vast Af-

rican savannah. The sky is a
deep blue, the sun is blazing,
and all the different animals

are occupied in their normal activ- :

ities. Some are mild-natured, and co-
exist peaceably with their neighbours.

Others, however, are of a more ag- :

gressive temperament...

It is dinnertime, and the lion-
ess is on the lookout for something
to eat. She strolls quietly along the
plain, discretely observing differ-

ent groups of animals from afar, in :

search of the most likely meal. She
walks with a leisurely air, as if she

were merely passing the time, with :

no particular interest. But everyone
iswise enough to know that a lioness

prowling around at this time of day

can only be looking for food.
“How tired I am today,” she says

to herself. “I haven’t the strength !

to hunt for large prey. I think I’ll
look for something simpler to eat.

But what will it be? So far I have !
only come across swifter animals; :
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to chase and capture one of them, I :
© What a pleasant surprise it is to find

would spend all my energy.”

The lioness wanders on, certain
that she will soon find just the right
prey to satisfy her appetite. And so
she does: a few metres away, she spies
a tortoise is making its unhurried
way along the ground. Pretending
not to have noticed her victim, the
lioness casually draws nearer, gloat-

¢ ing to herself: “Aha! This tortoise

will make a delightful appetizer for
my meal. When it least expects it, I
will pounce on it and finish it off in
no time!”

The tortoise is slow but clev-
er. It sees the predator approach-
ing and thinks: “Hmm... A lion-
ess following me at this hour of the

day? That lazybones must be want-

ing to eat me! How can I escape?
This shell I carry doesn’t allow me
to run.”

The big cat finally comes up
alongside the tortoise, and, disguis-
ing her intentions with a friendly air,
she strikes up a conversation:

Lorena Mello

“Oh, how do you do, tortoise?

you here! I have never seen a tor-
toise close up. Tell me, how are all

. the other members of your clan?”

Realizing that it could not flee,
the tortoise quickly came up with an
idea to save its life.

“The pleasure is all mine, lioness!
Unfortunately, all is not well with us

. tortoises... The scientists who often

come to visit this region have just
discovered a terrible disease in our
species. It seems to be a type of toxic
fungus; anyone who touches us or
eats us would be seized with dread-

: ful convulsions and would die in a

few minutes!”
“Is that true?” gasps the feline.
“Sadly, yes. In fact, we have all
been feeling very strange for some
time now, without knowing why. But

. at last everything has become clear.

We are all devastated, for from now
on we will no longer be able to have
any contact with the rest of the ani-

¢ mals. We will have to segregate our-



selves completely, otherwise we will
infect the entire population of this
. go? I saw it just now!

savannah.”

The lioness, seeing the failure of
her plans, replies dismally:

“Oh, what a pity... My deepest
sympathy. Well, I must be going. Af-
ter all, I don’t want to be infected,
or to pass this plague on to the other

members of the pride. I wish you all :
: prey. But in vain. Near-

a speedy recovery!”

“Thank you kindly, lioness

Dejected, the cat turns around
and slinks away to seek her meal
elsewhere, while the tortoise laughs
over the trick it has just played.

As she retreats, the feline broods
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over her misfortune; she is now fam-
ished, and can hear the rumbling of '

her empty stomach... But suddenly,
she comes to her senses and realiz-
es she has been deceived! Enraged,
she runs back.

“Oh, no! Here comes my enemy!

She has caught on to my ruse. And '
now how am I going to get myself :
. toise, for its part, only ventures from :

out of this predicament?”

What chance does the tortoise
have against the lioness? Its speed
is minimal, it has no one to ask for
help, it is incapable of fighting. It
has only one defence left: to enter its
fortress!

Overtaking the reptile in a few
bounds, the lioness cannot believe

her eyes. “What? Where
did that tricking tortoise

Did it leave its shell and
run away? Or could it be
inside?”

Intrigued, she turns
the tortoise this way
and that, looking for
some way to reach her

by, other wild creatures
begin to observe her
antics and they laugh
among themselves to
see the lioness playing
“ball” with a tortoise.
So absorbed is she, how-
ever, in unravelling the
“mystery” that she pays
no attention.

After rolling and toss-
ing the shell around at
length, the lioness finally admits de-
feat and returns home, hungry and
humiliated. The triumphant tor-

its shelter several minutes later — a
little dizzy, it is true, but safe and
sound! Then it continues slowly on
its way, eager to join the other tor-
toises and tell them of its escapades.
& * k

We are in constant danger, be-

cause our “adversary the devil

Disguising her intentions
with a friendly air, the lioness says:
“Oh, how do you do, tortoise?”

prowls about like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour” (1 Pt
5:8). In moments of trouble, we
have an unfailing shelter: the sacred
mantle of Our Lady! Like an in-
vincible fortress, it is truly the ref-

. uge of sinners and protection for
. all who find themselves in difficul-

ties and afflictions. Those who con-
fidently turn to the maternal pro-

¢ tection of the Blessed Virgin will
. always emerge victorious from the

attacks and snares of the infernal
enemy! <

Our adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone I
to devour. We are in constant danger, but in moments of trouble,

we have an unfailing shelter...
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THE SAINTS OF EACH DAY

. St. Therese of the Child Jesus, vir-
gin and Doctor of the Church
(1897 Lisieux - France).

St. Nicetius of Trier, bishop
(t561). According to St. Greg-
ory of Tours, he was powerful in
preaching, formidable in debate
and steadfast in teaching. He was
exiled during the reign of Chlo-
thar L.

. Holy Guardian Angels.

Blesseds Ludovicus Yakichi,
his wife Lucia and their sons An-
dreas and Franciscus, martyrs
(t1622). Benefactor of the Do-
minicans of Nagasaki, Blessed
Ludovicus was burned alive, after
witnessing the beheading of his
wife and children.

. 27" Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Sts. Andrew of Soveral, Am-
brose Francis Ferro, priests, and

companions, martyrs (71645 Cun-

hat and Uruagu - Brazil).

St. Gerard of Brogne, abbot
(t959). Founder and first superi-
or of the Abbey of Saint-Gérard
in Brogne, Belgium. He dedicat-
ed himself to the renewal of mon-
astic discipline in Flanders and
Lotharingia.

. St. Francis of Assisi, religious
(1226 Assisi - Italy).

St. Aurea of Paris, abbess
(fc.666). Abbess of the
Monastery of St. Marcial, in
Paris, where about three hundred
virgins lived under the rule of
St. Columbanus.

. St. Benedict the Black, religious
(t1589 Palermo - Italy).
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska,
virgin (11938 Krakow - Poland).
St. Placid, monk (jsixth cen-
tury). Disciple of St. Benedict
from his childhood. He is patron
of Benedictine novices.
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6. St. Bruno, priest (11101 Serra

St. Bruno - Italy).

Blessed Marie-Rose Duro-
cher, virgin (11849). Foundress of
the teaching Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus and Mary in
Longueil, Quebec.

7. Our Lady of the Rosary.

St. Augustus, priest and abbot
(fc.560). As he suffered from swol-
len hands and feet, he supported
himself on his knees and elbows.
Cured through the intercession of
St. Martin, he founded a commun-
ity of monks in Bourges, France,
dedicated to unceasing prayer.

8. St. Reparata (fthird century).

Tortured and killed during the
reign of Decius, for refusing to
sacrifice to idols.

9. St. Denis, bishop, and compan-

ions, martyrs (fthird century
Paris).

Genazzano (ltaly)

St. John Leonardi, priest
(11609 Rome).

St. Publia, widow (ffourth
century). She entered a monas-
tery after the death of her hus-
band. She was beaten by order
of Emperor Julian the Apostate
for singing psalms condemning
idolatry.

10. 28" Sunday in Ordinary Time.

St. Cerbonius, bishop (f¢.575).
Bishop of Populonia in Italy.

11. St. Philip. One of the first seven
deacons of the Church. He con-
verted the Samarian and baptized
the minister of Queen Candace
of Ethiopia.

12. Blessed Thomas Bullaker,
priest and martyr (71642). Fran-
ciscan religious arrested dur-
ing the reign of Charles I of Eng-
land while celebrating Holy Mass.
He was hanged, drawn and then
quartered while still alive in
Tyburn.

13. Blessed Magdalene Panattieri,
virgin (71503). In a small chapel
of Trino, Italy, this Dominican
tertiary gave catechesis and
counsel even to priests who came
to see her.

14. St. Callistus I, Pope and martyr
(fc. 222 Rome).

St. Angadrisma, abbess
(fc.695). Superior of the Bene-
dictine monastery of Oroér-des-
Vierges, founded by St. Ebrulf
neaar Beauvais, France.

15. St. Teresa of Jesus, virgin and
Doctor of the Church (11582
Alba de Tormes - Spain).

St. Barsen, bishop (379).
Condemned to exile by Arian
Emperor Valente, he died in
Edessa, Turkey.
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16. St. Marguerite d’Youville, reli-

gious (71771). Memorial in Can-
ada. As a young widow, she
founded the Sisters of Charity
of Montreal, the “Grey Nuns”,
who serve God in the person
of the poor and sick. First Can-
adian-born canonized Saint.

St. Hedwig, religious (11243
Trebnitz - Poland).

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque,
virgin (11690 Paray-le-Monial -
France).

17. 29" Sunday in Ordinary Time.

St. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop
and martyr (107 Rome).
Blessed Marie Natalie of
St. Louis Vanot and companions,
virgins and martyrs (11794). Re-
ligious from the Ursuline Or-
der guillotined in Valenciennes,
France.

18. St. Luke, Evangelist.

St. Asclepiades, bishop (7218).
Outstanding confessor of the
Faith in the time of the persecu-
tions in Antioch, in present-day
Turkey.

19. Sts. Jean de Brébeuf, Isaac

Jogues, priests, and companions,
martyrs (11642-1649). Memorial
in the US. (Feast in Canada, Sep-
tember 26™).

St. Paul of the Cross, priest
(t1775 Rome).

St. Frideswide, virgin (1735).
She left court life to be abbess in
Oxford, England.

20. St. Cornelius, the centurion.

Baptized by St. Peter in Caesarea
of Palestine.

21. St. Cilinia (fc.458). Mother

of the bishops St. Principius of
Soissons, and St. Remegius of
Rheims.

St. John of Capistrano - Discalced
Carmelite Convent, Lima (Peru)

22. St. Lupentius, abbot (c.684).

Abbot of Saint-Privat in Javols,
Chalons. After enduring false ac-
cusations and outrages from In-
nocentius, Count of that city, he
was beheaded.

23. St. John of Capistrano, priest

(1456 Ilok - Croatia).

St. Ethelfleda, abbess (ftenth
century). While still an adoles-
cent, she consecrated herself to
God in the abbey founded by her
father Zthelwold, in Romesey,
England. She was abbess of the
same abbey for many years until
her death.

24. 30" Sunday in Ordinary Time.

St. Anthony Mary Claret, bish-
op (1870 Fontfroide - France).

St. Martin of Vertou, deacon
and abbot (fsixth century). Or-
dained deacon by St. Felix, Bish-
op of Nantes, France, he was sent

by the latter to evangelize pagans
in the neighbouring regions. He
built and ruled the monastery of
Vertou.

25. St. Anthony of Saint Anne
Galvao, priest (71822 Brazil).
St. Maurus of Pécs, bish-

op (11070). Abbot of the Monas-
tery of St. Martin of Pannonhal-
ma, Hungary, appointed Bishop
of Pécs at the suggestion of King
St. Stephen.

26. Sts. Lucian and Marcian, mar-
tyrs (fc. 250). Burned alive in
Izmit, Turkey, by order of pro-
consul Sabinus.

27. St. Gaudiosus, bishop (ffifth/
sixth century). Bishop of Abitina,
in present-day Tunisia, who after
having fled the persecution of the
Vandals ended his days in a mon-
astery he founded in Naples, Italy.

28. St. Simon and St. Jude Thad-
deus, Apostles.
St. Vincent, St. Sabina and
St. Cristeta, martyrs (fc.305).
Having fled from Talavera de la
Reina to Avila, they were cruelly
assassinated in that Spanish city.

29. St. Dodo, abbot (feighth cen-
tury). Abbot of Wallers, France,
who feeling called to the ascetic
life, became a hermit in the vicin-
ity of that monastery.

30. Blessed Benvenuta Bojani, vir-
gin (71292). Dominican tertiary,
who consecrated her life to pray-
er and penance in Cividale del
Fruili, Italy.

31. 31* Sunday in Ordinary Time
Blessed Christopher Romag-
na, priest (11272). Friar minor
sent by St. Francis of Assisi to
preach in Aquitaine. He died a
centenarian in Cahors, France.
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Just like the edelweiss, favourite flower of alpinists, which germinates at
altitudes that are difficult to reach, certain qualities of soul are reserved

for those who are willing to scale the pinnacles of virtue.

he eternal, virginal snows
of the Alps, which are
constantly battered by icy
winds, nobly crown the

peaks of imposing rock formations.
During the 19th century, per-
haps driven by nostalgia for the epic
- spirit which shone so brightly in the
Europe of bygone days, many young
people set out to conquer the sum-
mits of those mountains which their
ancestors had only contemplated.
They received as recompense the
sight of grandiose panoramas, the
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satisfaction of a goal achieved with :
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prowess and, perhaps, a degree of re-
nown...

Unexpectedly, they were also re-
warded with a simple treasure en-

. dowed with beautiful symbolism.

Those daring pioneers came across
a tiny jewel of the plant kingdom,
hitherto admired only by eagles: the
edelweiss — from the German noble

¢ white or pure white —, a small white :

and velvety flower that would be-
come the symbol of mountaineering.

Since it was endemic to high alti-
tudes and not easy to find, this flower

took on legendary tones, and was '

considered to endow its possessor
with a halo of bravery and unpreced-
ented intrepidity.

Thus, Franz Joseph I chose it in
1907 as the symbol of the Mountain
Troops of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire; in Switzerland, the highest ranks
of the army used it as an insignia to
replace stars; and, during the First
World War, it was awarded as a med-
al to German troops that demonstrat-
ed outstanding valour.

For its simplicity and charm, it was
also much appreciated by the Aus-
trian aristocracy, who adorned their

&



clothing with fine jewellery inspired

by it. Little by little, this mythical plant E

— also known by the French as éfoile

des Alpes, star of the Alps —celebrated

in poems and songs, established itself
definitively in the cultural firmament
of the Old Continent.

God often manifests the most sub-
lime metaphysical realities to men
when they combine the admiring con-
templation of nature with tradition.

And the edelweiss offers us a clear ex-

ample of this. Indeed, those who ana-

lyse and meditate with a supernatural :
spirit on the transcendent aspects and

. reflections contained in it will find :
something even more precious: a cat- :

echesis, a message from the Creator.
Chastity — purity of body and soul,

symbolized by the apparent fragility :
- and whiteness of the flower — sprouts
¢ only from the immaculate snow thatis :

devotion to Mary Most Holy, and it is

i preserved only by those truly combat- :

ive, daring and audacious souls who,
having set their sights on the heights

of Christian perfection, resolve to

fight to attain it. They are courage-

ous souls, who trust not in their own :
strength, but only in the grace that

Santiago Rodriguez

comes to us through Our Lady, aban-
doned in her maternal arms like edel-
weiss under the mountain sun.

“Edelweiss souls”, on receiving the
last rays of the sun, never withering,
finally rise above paltry matter, to
sparkle with renewed radiance... Not
like the étoiles des Alpes, or like fine
jewels on the dress of an earthly prin-
cess, but with supernatural splendour,
they are destined to adorn the crown
of Her whose holiness suffuses the
whole world with its perfume: Mary,
the Queen and Sovereign, invoked as
Splendor Firmamenti. <

—
'l ‘I_Lhe lelertal Alps viewed from the Schmirn Valley (Austrla) with the Kleiner Kaserer peak in the foreground;
inset, the edelweiss flower photographed in Queyras Valley (France)
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St. Therese of the
Child Jesus in 1881
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(] n this photograph at the age
of eight, St. Therese is looking

at a vagque, umfgfina{ point, but
with a kind of rapt, affectionate,
respectful contemplation.

In the fina[ ana[ysis, it is
the look proper to a deeply
contemy[ative spirit. Because
her gaze has something which
is difficult for me to adequately
express, but which is that
turning of the soul towards
things that are entirely superior.
Hers was a deeply conscious,
meditated, and reasoned
childhood. Here is St. Therese
of the Child Jesus with all the
treasure of meditation that can
exist in a child’s soul; she lived
her childhood true to herself and
continued to be herself until the

height of her maturity.

Plinio Corréa de Oliveira




