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May Whoever Looks at Me See You

lthough she was a model in every-
thing – writes a sister who 

had been a novice togeth-
er with Maria Teresa 
González-Quevedo – I 
believe that the pre-
dominant note of 
her life was her 
devotion to Our 
Lady. She loved 
Her passionate-
ly, talked about 
Her at every 
recreation, found 
in Her the solu-
tion for all difficul-
ties, the remedy for 
all ills, but above all, 
her path to holiness.

Even in her relationship 
with the Divine Son, she 
wanted Him through His 
Mother, according to this segment copied 
[...] from her notebook: “Never see Jesus 
without seeing the Blessed Virgin by His 
side; do not seek Jesus except through the 
Virgin; do not invoke Jesus except together 
with the Virgin.”

It was noticeable that, as this idea be-
came more deeply rooted in her soul, she 
obtained her desired ideal. Many witness-

es of her life, testifying separately, rec-
ognize that Maria Teresa real-

ly had something in her fa-
cial expression, in her 

bearing, in her con-
versation – in short, 
in her whole per-
son – which was 
reminiscent of the 
Blessed Virgin 
and brought Her 
to mind. I relate 
some of the num-
erous testimonies 

that confirm this:
“She had a great 

love for the Blessed 
Virgin, whom she imi-

tated as a result; and this 
imitation was so effective 
that she fulfilled the wish 
expressed in the ejacula-

tion that she used to pray: ‘My Mother, 
may whoever looks at me see You.’ And 
in fact, whenever we saw her we felt that 
our Blessed Mother would have behaved 
in the same way.”

LÓPEZ DE URALDE Y ELORZA, 
María Luisa, CACh. “Teresita”. 6ª. ed. 

Madrid: Vedruna, 1978, pp. 176-177.
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Venerable Maria Teresa González-Quevedo y 
Cadarso wearing the novice habit of  

the Carmelites Sisters of Charity



Vol. 16, No. 174, April 2022

ContentS

Get access to the magazine  
content directly from  

your cell phone

Access: catholicmagazine.news

Heralds of the Gospel Magazine Online

Editor:
Mario Luiz Valerio Kühl

Editorial Board: 
Severiano Antonio de Oliveira;  

Silvia Gabriela Panez;  
Marcos Aurelio Chacaliaza C.

Published by:
Virgin of Fatima Association

P. O. Box 724
Nobleton, ON  L0G 1N0
Phone: 1-800-674-3410  

Fax: 1-905-939-9778
www.virginfatima.org

E-mail: vfa@virginfatima.org
Canadian Publications Mail,  

Sales Agreement No. 40035333

United States:
Heralds of the Gospel Foundation

P.O. Box 42359
Houston, TX 77242

Phone: 281-676-8526
E-mail: hgmag@heraldsusa.org

Printed in India
at Anaswara Offset Pvt. Ltd., Cochin

© 2022 Heralds of the Gospel. All rights 
reserved. Permission is granted to reproduce 
any article, with credit given to Heralds of the 

Gospel Magazine, a copy of which must be sent 
to the Heralds of the Gospel. The authors are 
responsible for the content of their articles.

To subscribe, contact the Heralds at any  
of the addresses listed above

Conformism or 
Intransigence?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36

Spiritual Composure

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

Heralds Worldwide

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40

Church and World  
Events

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44

Story for Children... – 
The Happiest Donkey  
in History

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

The Saints of  
Each Day

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48

“Kintsugi” and the Art  
of Divine Pardon

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

St. John Baptist de La Salle – 
The Jordan of Grace

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

Precious Lessons  
from the Resurrection

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Emmanuele Brunatto –  
Persecuting the Persecutors  
of Padre Pio

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

“I’ll become  
a famous nun!”

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

The Trial of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ – The Encounter  
Between Two Pontiffs

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Gospel Commentary –  
Mercy Responds  
to Misery

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

The Voice of the Popes –  
God Will Provide  
the Final Victory!

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

God Is Victory! (Editorial)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Our Readers Write  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4



4      Heralds of the Gospel · April 2022

Our readers Write

severance, they succeeded in having 
their prayers heard and granted. 

It is wonderful to see how Our 
Lord, through intercessors, attends 
to those who, with the virtues men-
tioned above, along with a great deal 
of humility, receive the graces they 
implore for with all their hearts.

Covadonga Moutas 
Via revistacatolica.org

EnlightEning and instructivE 
rEading for thE prEsEnt day

Congratulations to the author Ân-
gelo Francisco Neto Martins and the 
Heralds of the Gospel for publishing 
this excellent article: Some Sophisms 
of the Contemporary World – I let the 
reader choose the title of this article, 
in last February’s issue. There is such 
a need in the present day for such en-
lightening and formative reading. 
Once again, I congratulate the author 
on the theme chosen.

Iria Rita Copatti Canton 
Marília – Brazil

BEwarE of pharisaism…
“What fascinating scope for spec-

ulation these questions offer,” con-
cludes the author of the article The 
Pharisees of the Past… I anxious-
ly await a continuation in a future is-
sue. What we cannot do is stand idly 
by while the “Antiochuses” and the 
“Pharisees” unite to disfigure the 
Catholic Church. Peace and blessings!

Vitor C. 
Via revista.arautos.org

a story that prompts us to 
rEflEct and BE gratEful

Owe Nothing to Anyone… What 
a beautiful story! It prompts us to re-
flect on the year that passed and re-
member all those who were at our 
side, whether family or friends, as 
well as to gratefully remember the 
Holy Church, the priests who ded-

giving somE mEaning to an 
unBEaraBlE suffEring

This message is for Sister Patrícia 
Victoria Villegas, EP, who wrote a 
beautiful article on Louis XVII. I had 
just stumbled across his story, and I 
was absolutely heartbroken and dev-
astated for that little boy who lived 
two hundred and fifty years ago. Sis-
ter Patrícia’s article brought me com-
fort and gave his needless and un-
bearable suffering some meaning. 
Thank you.

Deborah Cher 
New York – United States

“thE sin  
of thE cEntury” 

Reading the text of St. John Paul II, 
in the section The Voice of the Popes, 
on The Sin of the Century, I think that 
from 1897 until today, 2022, this dec-
adence has not slowed down. Instead, 
it has worsened to the point that sin 
is now exalted. This abyss could 
have been avoided if only pastors had 
preached well. Their responsibility is 
immense, not only before the faithful 
but especially before God. 

Adele Ares 
Via rivistacattolica.it

it is wondErful to ExpEriEncE 
god’s intErcEssion

The Reward for Having Faith… 
And I would also add: confidence, 
hope, perseverance and much humil-
ity. The testimonies that the author 
of this article offers are from peo-
ple who, afflicted by serious prob-
lems and already pushed to the lim-
it of the imaginable, decide to appeal 
to Dona Lucilia’s intercession. And 
with great faith, confidence and per-

icate their lives to save our souls, 
and the apostolate that the brothers 
and sisters have carried out with us 
throughout the year, always with a 
smile. There are so many graces re-
ceived in Heralds’ houses that we 
have made the resolution, whenev-
er we arrive at one of their houses, to 
admire everything as if for the first 
time, remembering the springtime 
graces received on that first visit. 

Alessandra Roberta  
Fernandes Corrêa  

Via revista.arautos.org

photo rEquEst  
for mass BooklEt

I request your permission to repro-
duce the image of Jesus preaching in 
the Synagogue in Jerusalem which il-
lustrates the Gospel Commentary en-
titled The Power of the Word! We are 
a community of Catholic religious 
women living in Baltimore, Unit-
ed States, and we wanted to publish 
it in the Sunday Mass booklet. Sev-
enty-five to eighty people attend this 
Eucharist in person, and it is broad-
cast online to about one hundred to 
one hundred and twenty-five people. 
Thank you so very much.

Sr. Luisa Santa Cruz, OCD 
Via catholicmagazine.news

st. pius x parish shrinE

I would like to know if it is pos-
sible for you to send us the photo of 
St. Pius X that you used on the cov-
er of one of the issues of Heralds of 
the Gospel magazine. The pastor of 
the Adoration Shrine that bears the 
name of St. Pius X, here in São Car-
los, saw this photo in the magazine 
and would like to place it on the altar 
of that Shrine. Would it be possible to 
do this kindness? May Our Lady re-
pay you abundantly!

Rafael Martins 
São Carlos – Brazil
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Editorial

heology has ascribed innumerable attributes to God, such as Supreme Good-
ness, Supreme Truth and Supreme Beauty. According to the classical doc-
trine of participation, all created beings take part in these attributes to a great-

er or lesser degree, that is, they are more or less good, true and beautiful.
In analogous fashion we can affirm, in a certain sense, that God is Victory. And 

the work that comes from His hands also shares in this attribute.
At the very dawn of the creation of angelic beings, a moment when darkness 

seemed to prevail with Lucifer’s revolt, St. Michael proclaimed: “Who is like unto 
God?” With his cry, the Archangel defeated the hosts of Satan with an explosion of 
light, becoming the paladin of the Supreme Good and the foremost avenger of God’s 
offended honour. He thereby took part in the victory of the Most High.

After original sin, everything on earth seemed to indicate that good had perished. 
Expelled from Paradise, Adam and Eve would have to suffer and fight battles in 
this vale of tears. Nevertheless, the promise remained that the Woman – Our Lady – 
would crush the head of the Serpent (cf. Gn 3:15).

In fact, the “yes” uttered by Mary Most Holy in reply to the angelic annunci-
ation was an overwhelming setback for the infernal legions, for Life itself would 
be born from Her (cf. Jn 14:6). In the Incarnate Word everything was victory, even 
His Death, for He thereby won the greatest triumph for mankind, the Redemption. 
Moreover, once risen, Jesus dies no more, “death no longer has dominion over Him” 
(Rom 6:9).

Nevertheless, the devil did not let his guard down, even in defeat. On the contrary, 
the Apostle makes it clear that our combat is not “against flesh and blood, but against 
the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present dark-
ness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). As 
long as the Virgin’s heel does not yet deal the ultimate blow, the race of the Serpent 
will continue to wreak its insidious attacks on the human race.

St. Peter exhorts us to be vigilant with this treacherous enemy (cf. 1 Pt 5:8), above 
all by arming ourselves with spiritual weapons such as the Eucharist and the Rosa-
ry. In fact, what is most important in this battle is maintaining our interior life, even 
amid the harrowing ordeals to which our outward man is exposed. 

In the daily struggle, the true children of the Church are therefore confident that 
the gates of hell will never prevail against her (cf. Mt 16:18). And the ruin of evil de-
pends on each one of them, as Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira pointed out in his book 
In Defence of Catholic Action: “In the final analysis, the victory of the Church in the 
great struggle in which she is engaged depends on sanctity.” Participating in the di-
vine victory, the Saint always wins, even by death, because there is no greater tri-
umph than Heaven.

Therefore, we must have absolute confidence in the designs of the Almighty, es-
pecially at the chaotic crossroads where we stand. The devil is an eternal loser. Thus, 
if the Lord is Victory, those who serve Him share in His conquest, for they have been 
promised: “He who conquers, I will grant him to sit with Me on my throne, as I my-
self conquered and sat down with my Father on His throne” (Rv 3:21). 

God Is VIctory!

The Resurrection 
of Christ, by 
Niccolò di Pietro 
Gerini - Holy 
Cross Basilica, 
Florence (Italy)

Photo: Reproduction
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God Will Provide the Final Victory!
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The Voice of The PoPes

At the moment appointed by Providence, the clouds with which they seek to  
veil the truth will be dispelled, and the truth will shine even more brightly  

in the not-too-distant future.

n every age, the Holy Church 
of Christ has had to fight and 
to suffer contradictions and 
persecutions for truth and jus-

tice. Instituted by Christ in order to ex-
tend the Kingdom of God to the world, 
and by means of the luminous law of 
the Gospel to lead fallen humanity to a 
supernatural destiny, that is, to the ac-
quisition of the immortal goods prom-
ised by God. However, this is beyond 
our strength, and the Church has ne-
cessarily fought against the passions 
which sprang up at the feet of ancient 
decadence and corruption, name-
ly, against pride, cupidity and the un-
bridled love of earthly pleasures, and 
against the resulting vices and dis-
orders, which have always encoun-
tered the most powerful barrier in the 
Church.

But these persecutions are no cause 
for surprise, for they were foretold by 
the Divine Master and we know that 
they will last for as long as the world. 

Divine sign of contradiction

What, in fact, did He say to His dis-
ciples, when He sent them to spread 
the treasure of His doctrine to all 
peoples? Everyone knows this: “You 
will be persecuted from city to city, 
you will be hated and vilified for my 
name, you will be dragged before the 
courts and condemned to torture.” 
And, to encourage them in their trial, 
He set Himself as an example: “If the 

world hates you, know that it has hated 
Me before it hated you” (Jn 15:18). 
This is the joy; this is the reward that 
He promised them.

No one who has the criterion for a 
just and honest appraisal of things will 
be able to explain the reason for this 
implacable hatred. What evil has the 
Divine Redeemer done, or what de-
merit can be attributed to Him? He 
came down to men impelled by in-
finite charity; He taught an immacu-
late and consoling doctrine, extreme-
ly effective in bringing men togeth-
er in peace and love; He desired nei-
ther earthly greatness nor honours, He 
usurped no one’s rights. On the con-
trary, He was infinitely compassionate 
towards the weak, the sick, the poor, 
sinners and the oppressed, and He 
spent His life spreading divine bene-
fits unreservedly among men. 

It goes without saying that, owing 
to excessive human malice, more de-
plorable in the measure of its injus-
tice, He became, as the aged Simeon 
had prophesied, a true sign of contra-
diction (cf. Lk 2:34).

The Church follows in the 
footsteps of her Master

It is no wonder, then, that the Cath-
olic Church, purveyor of His divine 
mission and incorruptible depository 
of His truth, meet the same fate as her 
Master. The world is always the same; 
constantly opposing the children of 

God are the ancillaries of that great 
enemy of mankind who, rebellious 
against the Most High from the begin-
ning, is designated in the Gospel as the 
prince of this world. Therefore, in face 
of the law and of Him who represents 
it in God’s name, the world revolts in 
unbounded pride, in the spirit of an in-
dependence to which it has no right. 

Oh, how many times, in the most 
tempestuous moments, have her ene-
mies, with unheard-of cruelty and in-
justice, joined together to wantonly 
destroy the divine work, to the evident 
detriment of society! […] 

Evil shall not prevail against her!

We do not want the scene of the 
present sorrowful situation to shake 
the souls of the faithful’s belief in div-
ine help. God will in due time and by 
mysterious means provide the final 
victory. 

Our hearts are saddened, but we 
have no doubt whatsoever as to the im-
mortal destiny of the Church. Persecu-
tion, as we said at the beginning, is her 
inheritance, because God prepares for 
her higher and more precious goods, 
by testing and purifying His chil-
dren. But by allowing vexations and 
setbacks, He manifests His divine as-
sistance, which provides her with new 
and unforeseen means of subsistence, 
by extending her work and preventing 
the forces conspiring against her from 
prevailing. Nineteen centuries of life, 
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through all human vicissitudes, attest 
that the storms pass and do not shake 
its foundations. 

Well may we encourage you, for the 
present moment brings other signs that 
leave our faith unaltered. The difficul-
ties are formidable and extraordinary, 
no doubt, but the events unfolding be-
fore our eyes testify once again that 
God fulfils His promises with admir-
able goodness and wisdom. Despite 
the forces that conspire against her, the 
Church, destitute of all human aid and 
support, continues to extend her action 
into the most diverse environments. 

No, the ancient prince of this world 
will no longer be able to dominate as 
before, for he has been driven out by 
Jesus Christ, and Satan’s attempts, 
though they cause many evils, will 
never obtain the supreme triumph. […]

There are many reasons for hope

The rebirth and reorganization of 
so many associations that are now 
bringing joy to the Church is ob-
vious, like the buds that spring from 
a tree. She neglects no form of Chris-
tian piety, whether for Jesus and the 
most holy mysteries of the Faith, or 
in praise of His Immaculate Mother, 
or in honour of the Saints who have 
shone most brightly for their out-
standing virtues. 

At the same time, no charitable 
work is forgotten, for in various ways 
they seek the religious education of 
youth, the care of the sick, the moral 
formation of the people, and the relief 
of the underprivileged classes. And 
how rapidly this movement would ex-
pand, and how much more useful and 
fruitful it would be, if it were not often 
hindered by unjust obstacles and hos-
tile impositions! […]

Therefore, the bitterness has been 
greatly mitigated, and in the midst 
of the fierce struggle there is much 
reason for encouragement and hope. 
This is a fact that should give the in-
telligent and dispassionate observ-
er pause for thought and lead him to 
understand that just as God did not 
abandon man to his own consider-
ations concerning the ultimate pur-
pose of life, but spoke to him, He still 
does so in our day, speaking through 
His Church, visibly supported by div-
ine aid, and by her pointing out where 
truth and salvation are to be found. 

The triumph will not delay

This unfailing assistance should 
infuse our hearts with the invincible 
hope that at the moment appointed by 
Providence the clouds with which they 
seek to veil the truth will be dispelled, 
and that the truth will shine even more 
brightly in the not-too-distant future, 
and the spirit of the Gospel will revive 
the lethargic and corrupted members 
of this wayward society. […]

Everyone can cooperate in this im-
perative and supremely meritorious 

task: the learned and the writers with 
their apologia and the daily press – 
that powerful instrument so abused 
by our adversaries; parents and teach-
ers, by the Christian education of 
children and youth; magistrates and 
representatives of the people, with 
the firmness of good principles and 
integrity of character, and everyone, 
by professing their own faith, without 
human respect. […]

This is the duty of Catholics; but 
the ultimate success depends on 
Him who lovingly and wisely watch-
es over His immaculate Spouse, and 
of whom it is written: “Iesus Chris-
tus heri, et hodie; ipse et in sæcula” 
(Heb 13:8). 

Excerpts from: LEO XIII.  
Pervenuti all’anno vigesimoquinto,  

19/3/1902:  
ASS 34 (1901-1902), 515-532

The events unfolding 
before our eyes 
testify once again 
that God fulfils His 
promises; Satan will 
never obtain the 
supreme triumph

Basilica of Our Lady  
of the Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil)
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Jesus pardons the adulterous woman -  
St. Patrick’s Parish, Massachusetts
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a  Gospel  A
1 Jesus went to the Mount of Ol-
ives. 2 But early in the morning He 
arrived again in the Temple area, 
and all the people started com-
ing to Him, and He sat down and 
taught them. 3 Then the scribes and 
the Pharisees brought a woman who 
had been caught in adultery and 
made her stand in the middle. 4 They 
said to Him, “Teacher, this woman 
was caught in the very act of com-
mitting adultery. 5 Now in the Law, 
Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. So what do you say?” 6 They 
said this to test Him, so that they 
could have some charge to bring 
against Him. Jesus bent down and 
began to write on the ground with 
His finger. 7 But when they con-
tinued asking Him, He straight-
ened up and said to them, “Let the 
one among you who is without sin 
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
8 Again He bent down and wrote on 
the ground. 9 And in response, they 
went away one by one, beginning 
with the elders. So He was left alone 
with the woman before Him. 10 Then 
Jesus straightened up and said to 
her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” 11She re-
plied, “No one, Sir.” Then Jesus 
said, “Neither do I condemn you. 
Go, and from now on do not sin any 
more” (Jn 8:1-11).
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Finding 
themselves 
defeated by 
the majesty 
of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
His enemies 
looked for 
a way to 
denigrate 
Him before 
the people

Gospel Commentary – 5th sunday of lent

On just one condition, the stunning, unexpected and 
magnanimous forgiveness of the Son of God was granted 
to a miserable sinner, deserving temporal and eternal death. 
What lesson does this episode offer us?

I – DoIng gooD  
by CombattIng EvIl

Sacred Revelation transmits to us the sur-
prising richness of Our Lord’s mercy in numer-
ous passages of the New Testament. In the Gos-
pel of this 5th Sunday of Lent, however, forgive-
ness seems to reach its zenith in the account of the 
woman caught in adultery. 

The scene takes place in the context of Jesus’ 
journey to Jerusalem on the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Initially, the Divine Master, urged by His rela-
tives, refused to go up with them to the Holy City, 
because His hour had not yet come (cf. Jn 7:2-
9). Nevertheless, the expectation of His eventual 
presence in the immediate vicinity of the Temple 
was very high, as the Evangelist himself witness-
es: “The Jews were looking for Him at the feast, 
and saying, ‘Where is He?’ And there was much 
muttering about Him among the people. While 
some said, ‘He is a good man,’ others said, ‘No, 
He is leading the people astray’” (Jn 7:11-12).

Jerusalem, crowded with pilgrims from the 
diaspora, is divided over Jesus of Nazareth. The 
elites and a portion of the people have taken a dis-
like to the true Messiah and denigrate Him, while 
a sanior pars, probably the majority, gladly lis-
ten to Him. 

Into the fray

Within this climate of tension and danger, 
Our Lord makes an impromptu appearance in 
Jerusalem, in the midst of the festivities that 
have been going on for some days. He amazes 
the crowds with His teachings and neutralizes 
the objectors. Such is the radiance of His majes-
tic goodness that the priests’ guards, charged by 
their leaders with arresting Him, return wonder-
struck and empty-handed. Questioned about the 
failure of the enterprise, they reply only: “No 
man ever spoke like this Man!” (Jn 7:46). The 
trap had become a glorious victory of the Truth 
over hypocrisy! 

It does not seem unrealistic to think that the 
Pharisees and the scribes, infuriated at seeing 
Jesus escape from their clutches, fabricated the 
adulteress’ affair in order to compromise and dis-
credit Him, thus justifying His arrest before the 
people. 

The episode, however, was a complete failure 
for its instigators. Our Lord dispersed them by 
instilling in them the terror of being unmasked. 
Therefore, victorious once more, He could raise 
the tone of His discourse and unveil the malice of 
His adversaries with great frankness, before the 
whole of Public Opinion. Acting in this way, the 

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP
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In bringing 
the adulteress 
before Jesus, 
the Pharisees 
acted with 
malice and 
duplicity, 
stirred by 
intentions 
worthy of 
the sons of 
the devil

Divine Master teaches us that it is impossible to 
do good without combatting evil. 

In the following verses, Jesus will affirm re-
garding the leaders of the people: “You are from 
below, I am from above; you are of this world, I 
am not of this world. I told you that you would die 
in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless 
you believe that I am He” (Jn 8:23-24). And again 
He will declare with chilling severity: “You are 
of your father the devil, and your will is to do 
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, 
he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies” (Jn 8:44). 

Jesus’ triumph over the malice of the Phari-
sees and scribes in the case of the adulteress thus 
enabled Him to make the most implacable proph-
etic denunciation, inviting the people to choose 
Him over His detractors. 

II – movIng anD  
EffICaCIous ParDon

The scene narrated in this Sunday’s Gospel 
is of a splendid grandeur. In it shine forth appar-
ently opposite virtues such as mercy carried to a 
highly consoling extreme for sinners, and the jus-
tice with which Our Lord, like a new and divine 
Daniel, threatens to unmask the hidden crimes of 
the Pharisees and compels them to flee from His 
presence driven by overpowering fear. 

The chrism of pardon
1 Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 But early 
in the morning He arrived again in the Tem-
ple area, and all the people started coming to 
Him, and He sat down and taught them. 

Our Lord customarily sacrificed His sleep to 
devote Himself to prayer. Then, free from the 
distractions of apostolic activity, what intimacy 
was established between the most holy humanity 
of the Saviour and His beloved Father? It is im-
possible for us to imagine, but even just by rais-
ing the question we are lifted to a higher realm 
and filled with awe and wonder. 

Very symbolic is the detail that, before clear-
ly manifesting His forgiveness, Jesus chose to re-
tire to the Mount of Olives. Alcuin1 explains that 
in Greek, the words olive tree and mercy share 
the same root. Thus, mercy would be like the fra-
grant balm of God that heals, purifies and revives 
sinners. 

After a period of sacrosanct isolation, Our 
Lord went down to the Temple to teach the 
people. The people flocked there, thirsting to 
hear the Master: the atmosphere was set for one 
of the most touching manifestations of the Lord’s 
indulgence.

The malice and duplicity of 
the sons of the devil
3a Then the scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in 

adultery… 

Concerning the crime of adul-
tery, Scripture was peremptory: 

“If a man commits adultery 
with the wife of his neigh-

bour, both the adulterer 
and the adulteress shall be 
put to death” (Lv 20:10; 
cf. Dt 22:22). In this epi-
sode, however, the ac-
cusers present only the 

woman and not her part-
ner, a decisive detail for any-

one aware of the diabolical 
malice and the venomous dupli-

city of the teachers of the Law 
and the Pharisees. 

Although the guilt of the un-
fortunate adulteress was real, 

The Pharisees accuse the adulteress, detail of “Christ and the adulter-
ess”, by Belisario Corenzio - Charterhouse of St. Martin, Naples (Italy)
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This is the 
only time Our 
Lord wrote 
anything, 
and He did it 
to humiliate 
and unmask 
the enemies 
of the truth

the way of presenting the case is perfidi-
ous, enveloped in the mists of lies. 
In reality, it was enough for two 
people to witness the nefari-
ous sin of conjugal betray-
al for the stoning of the of-
fenders to take place. And 
the first to throw stones 
should be precisely those 
who had witnessed the 
deplorable fact. Why did 
the Pharisees drag the ac-
cused woman away with-
out her accomplice, and why 
did they not name the witnesses? 
Hidden behind this dishonest 
conduct were terrible inten-
tions, worthy of the sons of the 
devil. 

With the pure Thou 
art pure, but with the wicked… 
3b …and made her stand in the middle. 
4 They said to Him, “Teacher, this woman 
was caught in the very act of committing 
adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses com-
manded us to stone such women. So what 
do you say?” 

The Pharisees, in their pride, thought they 
were deceiving the Son of God Himself... and the 
trap they set was in fact cunning to the very last 
detail. 

Our Lord was the Redeemer, the Prophet of 
divine goodness, the Physician come to save the 
sick (cf. Mk 2:17). But not only this. He was also 
the upright and just Teacher, who did not intend to 
change or lessen the Law, but to bring it to its com-
plete fulfilment (cf. Mt 5:17). Thus, to put Him in 
the alternative of either forgiving the adulteress in 
violation of the Law, or executing the dictates of 
Moses without granting His mercy, was to place 
Him in a very difficult situation; either solution 
would be damaging to His image, which the Phari-
sees wanted at all costs to discredit. 

And there was a further aggravating factor: 
if He chose to apply the Law in its full rigour, 
which seemed more probable given the severity 
and evidence of the facts, He would be infrin-
ging Roman law, which declared the death pen-
alty to be solely reserved to the imperial procur-
ator (cf. Jn 18:31).

However, although the trap set by the teach-
ers of the Law and the Pharisees seems ingen-
ious, divine cunning combined with the most 
brilliant righteousness will splendidly overcome 
the plots of the wicked, as the Psalmist had an-
nounced: “with the pure thou dost show thyself 
pure; and with the crooked thou dost show thyself 
perverse” (Ps 18:26). 

Do not tempt the Lord, thy God 
6 They said this to test Him, so that they 
could have some charge to bring against 
Him. Jesus bent down and began to write on 
the ground with His finger. 

The Pharisees, blinded by the pride that made 
them think they were the more cunning, tempt-
ed the Son of God, thus committing a terrible sin, 
which would be duly punished. 

Jesus, who was sitting while teaching the 
people, bent down in silence and wrote with His 
finger on the ground. This is the only occasion, 
according to the Gospels, when He wrote any-
thing – and He did it to humiliate and unmask the 
enemies of the truth. 

There are many interpretations of this divine 
gesture. Some authors believe that Jesus wrote 
down the sins of those perfidious Pharisees; 
others that by acting in this way He simply ig-
nored them. Perhaps in the prophetic words of the 
prophet Jeremiah we find a more adequate key to 
interpret this attitude of the Divine Teacher: “O 

The Pharisees accuse the adulteress, detail of “Christ and the adulter-
ess”, by Belisario Corenzio - Charterhouse of St. Martin, Naples (Italy)
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“Let the 
one among 
you who 
is without 
sin…” Of 
those hearts 
hardened 
in sin, the 
Divine 
Lawgiver 
demanded 
innocence of 
customs and 
holiness of life

Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake Thee 
shall be put to shame; those who turn away from 
Thee shall be written in the earth, for they have 
forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living water” 
(Jer 17:13). 

An unexpected, wise and terrible sentence
7 But when they continued asking Him, He 
straightened up and said to them, “Let the 
one among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again He 
bent down and wrote on the ground. 

The Pharisees, self-assured and unaware of 
the meaning of Our Lord’s gesture, stubbornly 
continued to question Him. Self-conceit clouded 
the insight of those unfortunate people, reducing 
them to foolishness. Thus they were ready to fall 
into the trap that they themselves had set. 

Jesus, on the contrary, acts with divine sag-
acity, absolute superiority and assurance. In a 
movement imbued with grandeur and prophet-
ism He rises and, fixing His divine gaze on those 
scoundrels, He says: “Let the one among you who 
is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
For the Divine Lawgiver it did not seem suffi-
cient for them to have witnessed the criminal act 
to proceed to stoning the accused. He demanded 
innocence of customs and holiness of life, aware 
of the terrible embarrassment in which He placed 
those hearts hardened in sin. 

The scene ends with Jesus writing on the 
ground again, this time with the intention of mak-
ing the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 
understand what His action meant. It was truly 
a symbolic judgement, quite clear to a scholar of 
the Scriptures. And they seem to have compre-
hended and acted accordingly.

O Divine Daniel
9 And in response, they went away one by 
one, beginning with the elders. So He was 
left alone with the woman before Him. 

The scribes and Pharisees, until then boast-
ful and presumptuous, were filled with ter-
ror at Our Lord’s reply. The word of the Incar-
nate Word, divinely sharpened, was more effica-
cious than the most deleterious of weapons: on 
hearing His reply, the adversaries of Jesus were 
pierced by the sword of conscience, which ac-
cused them of crimes more horrendous and num-
erous than those of the wretched sinner they were 
denouncing. 

Did they recall the chaste Susanna and the 
prophet Daniel? That chosen one of God, young 
but filled with zeal for justice, undid with keen 
discernment the plots of two old judges, en-
trenched in their lust, who tried to condemn an 
innocent woman. 

Did the Pharisees and teachers of the Law 
fear being discovered by Jesus’ discernment? 

Everything points in 
that direction. The 
miracles He worked, 
the wisdom of His 
words and the accur-
acy of His predictions 
suggested that He was 
a far greater prophet 
than Daniel. Might He 
not, before the people 
gathered there, un-
mask them and ex-
pose their shame? Of 
what use would have 
been the abject veil of 
hypocrisy with which 
they tried to cover up 
their crimes? What is 
certain is that “they 
went away one by one, 
beginning with the 

“Christ and the adulteress”, by Nicolas Colombel -  
Fine Arts Museum of Rouen (France)
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Did they 
recall the 
chaste 
Susanna and 
the prophet 
Daniel? The 
miracles of 
Jesus and the 
wisdom of 
His words 
showed 
Him to be a 
far greater 
prophet…

elders.” What a splendid victory for Jesus! How-
ever, He chose not to publicly reveal the trans-
gressions of those rogues in order to give them 
another opportunity to convert – an opportunity 
that would be rejected once again. 

As a result of Our Lord’s words, the situation 
was completely reversed. The accusers withdrew, 
vanquished, while the guilty woman, recogniz-
ing the Redeemer’s judicial authority, remained 
before Him awaiting sentence. It is difficult to 
imagine the feelings of repentance, fear, hope and 
astonishment that assailed the adulteress’ heart 
as she was freed from her implacable denoun-
cers, alone in the midst of the crowd, looking up 
to the One who could save or condemn her. Thus 
unfolded the touching and sublime encounter of 
misery with Mercy.

Generous pardon  
and serious repentance
10 Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one con-
demned you?” 11 She replied, “No one, Sir.” 
Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. 
Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”

After dispersing His enemies, Our Lord arose. 
The manner in which He pronounces sentence 
is one of absolute perfection, as if to say, “Since 
your detractors have departed laden with crimes, 
I, who am Innocence and the redeeming God, 

do not condemn you either. Do you not remem-
ber what I said through the lips of Ezekiel, ‘Have 
I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, says 
the Lord God, and not rather that he should turn 
from his way and live?’ (Ez 18:23). And again: 
‘As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleas-
ure in the death of the wicked, but that the wick-
ed turn from his way and live; turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 
O house of Israel?’ (Ez 33:11). Therefore, daugh-
ter, I say to you: you may go, and from now on sin 
no more. Leave the paths of vice and take the road 
that leads to my Kingdom. The pardon that I now 
grant you for your transgression will cost Me my 
life, but I am the Good Shepherd and have come 
to shed all my Blood for the lost sheep.” 

Jesus shows His compassion for the sinner, 
but evinces His hatred for sin, and commands the 
adulteress, with grave kindness, no longer to dis-
obey the Commandments of her Father. Indeed, 
the best penance consists in never returning to 
past faults. 

It may be supposed that, together with His 
words, Our Lord infused into the soul of the un-
fortunate woman a sincere, serious and profound 
grace of sorrow for the evil committed, as well as 
an efficacious strength for the practice of the vir-
tue of continence. She, dead through guilt, was 
brought back to life through forgiveness; her filth 
was transformed into virtue by the Fountain of 
living waters. 

“Susanna before Daniel”, by Sebastiano Ricci -  
Sabauda Galelry, Turin (Italy)
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The woman 
who had been 
dead through 
guilt, was 
brought back 
to life through 
forgiveness! 
The same 
happens to 
us when we 
turn with 
sincerity to 
the Sacrament 
of Confession

1 Cf. ALCUIN, apud ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. Catena 
Aurea. In Ioannem, c.VIII, v.1-11.

2 Cf. ST. AUGUSTINE. De libero arbitrio. L.I, c.16, n.35. 
In: Obras. 3.ed. Madrid: BAC, 1963, v.III, p.245.

III – lEt us sIn  
no morE!

Sin of any kind can be compared to adultery. 
In Sacred Scripture, idolatry is often associated 
with marital unfaithfulness, which was wisely 
detested beginning with the Mosaic Law. This re-
lationship has a profound meaning that deserves 
our attention. 

The First Commandment prescribes a total, 
unconditional and exclusive love for God. Our 
Lord Himself recalls it with great emphasis: “The 
first [Commandment] is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 
all your strength’” (Mk 12:29-30). This love must 
bind us to God by an entirely spiritual union, 
more intimate and sacred than that of the spouses 
in chaste matrimony. 

At the opposite extreme, St. Augustine2 de-
fines sin as an aversion to God and an inclination 
towards creatures. Thus, to turn one’s back on the 
Almighty in order to idolize contingent beings in 
His place is a betrayal similar to adultery, since it 
means leaving the one true Love in order to fol-
low the ephemeral, the passing and the deceptive. 
In this sense, we offend God with our faults in a 
way similar or worse than the adulteress with her 
concupiscence. 

Let us put ourselves in the place of this poor 
woman. Guilty of sin, we may have deserved hell 
on more than one occasion, if not many times. 

The fear of stoning is a mere shadow com-
pared to the light of salutary dread that 

should inspire us at the thought of 
eternal punishment, of fire and 

gnashing of teeth, as well as 
the penalty of damnation, 
which consists in remain-
ing an enemy of God for-
ever and ever. Surely, the 
imminence of being bur-
ied under a rain of stones 
caused the culprit to reflect. 

How can we fail to think of 
the consequences of dying in 

mortal sin? 
On the other hand, let us consid-

er the usefulness of humiliation. How 
many do not find it unbearable to low-
er themselves to the point of declaring 
their faults to a priest? Let us think, 

however, of the good it did the adulteress to find 
herself publicly incriminated, before a multitude 
who looked upon her with revulsion. It is better 
to be humbled in this life than to suffer the con-
tempt of the Angels and Blessed for all eternity. 
Blessed Sacrament of Confession! We need only 
to be sincere and to accuse ourselves with sim-
plicity for God’s heart to change in our regard, 
and instead of hearing a sentence of condemna-
tion, we shall hear the gentle and paternal formu-
la of absolution. 

This will be the case, provided we are willing 
to sin no more! 

And our conversion may be made easier by the 
fact that we can count on Our Lady’s help. She 
was the royal and unsurpassable gift which the 
Good Shepherd gave to us from the Cross, in an 
act of utmost compassion,. Thanks to Mary’s om-
nipotent mediation, there is no sin that does not 
obtain ample and immediate pardon, and there is 
no sinner who cannot be perfectly sanctified. Let 
us trust in her maternal and immaculate Heart, 
which is the expression of her ineffable goodness, 
of her unspeakable sweetness, and her inexhaust-
ible mercy. 

The Sacrament of Penance, by Francesco Novelli
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Our Lady as a reason to obtain her help. It is 
the helpless person who finds in his mis-

fortune the reason for imploring Mary’s 
mercy. 

It is in the mission of the Blessed Virgin, 
it is the profound movement of her 

maternal Heart, to reconcile 
sinners with God. For the 
Mother has kindness, 
tenderness, indulgence 
and patience that others 
do not possess. She then 

asks her Divine Son for 
us, and obtains for us a ser-

ies of graces, a countless 
number of pardons that 
we would never have 
obtained without her 
intercession.

It is therefore with 
all confidence that we 

should turn to Her con-
stantly, beseeching Her: 
“Turn, O Mother, thine 
eyes of mercy towards 
us!” 

CORRÊA DE 
OLIVEIRA, Plinio.  

“Vossos olhos mi-
sericordiosos a nós 

volvei…” [“Turn thy 
merciful eyes towards 
us…”] In: Dr. Plinio. 

São Paulo.  
Year II. No.10  

(Jan., 1999); p.28

ur Lady has eyes of mercy, and a 
simple gaze from Her can save us. 

Her gentleness is invariable, her help 
unlimited; She is ready to help us at 
any moment, especially in the diffi-
culties of our spiritual life. These are 
usually of two kinds.

In the first place, in that crisis 
which could be called classic, 
when the person feels tempted 
and therefore hesitant between 
good and evil, with the possi-
bility of being thrown off the 
precipice of sin from one mo-
ment to the next. It seems 
quite evident that in these cir-
cumstances, Mary is our help 
in the fullness of the term.

But the Mother of Mercy’s 
solicitude also goes out to 
those who find themselves in 
a much graver spiritual pre-
dicament, which is expressed 
in this plea: “My Mother, I, 
succumbing to the weight of 
temptation, have not done 
well. I have sinned. I fear 
that I will grow accus-
tomed to sin and become 
brutalized by it. On the 
other hand, my desire to 
regenerate myself is im-
mense. I know that I do not 
deserve your protection, 
but because You are the 
Help of all Christians, not 
only the good, but even 
the most miserable, I ask 
you: come and help me. 
In this case, it is the very 
fact of having fallen into 
sin that is raised before 

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

The Virgin and Child - 
Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York
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The Encounter  
Between Two Pontiffs

T
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In one of the most momentous scenes in history, the transient pontiff 
meets the Eternal Pontiff; the high priest of the Old Law meets the 
High Priest of the New Covenant; a christ meets the Christ; the 
prefigure meets its fulfilment.

urning the pages of the 
Gospels, we are moved 
when we contemplate the 
marvels Our Saviour ac-

complished when He “became flesh 
and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14). Im-
pelled by infinite love, He brought us 
the Good News and confirmed it by 
countless miracles, not limited to re-
storing a natural well-being to the ail-
ing, but aimed principally at reinstat-
ing in souls that union with their Cre-
ator that had been lost through sin.

In fact, the “time had fully come” 
(Gal 4:4), and humanity was to be the 

object of the greatest proof of divine 
love: the Redemption wrought by the 
Incarnate Word, to be accomplished 
at that most blessed moment of the 
“Consummatum est” (Jn 19:30).

Nevertheless, Our Lord willed that 
this sublime reconciliation be fore-
shadowed in various ways. One of 
these was the establishment of the Le-
vitical priesthood in Aaron, through 
the mediation of Moses – an institu-
tion that was to usher in the mani-
festation of Jesus’ eternal priesthood 
to the world. 

But the attitude of the religious au-
thorities of Israel was quite differ-
ent, and their rejection of the plans of 
Providence for them would be con-
summated in the trial of the Son of 
God at the outset of the Passion. 

Levitical priesthood: prefigure 
of the eternal priesthood

The institution of the Levitical 
priesthood was intended to instate 
men who would serve as a bridge be-
tween humanity and God, in other 
words, who would be prefigures of 
the One who would effectively unite 
Heaven and earth.

This mission applied to the high 
priest above all, which is why he 

the trial of our lord Jesus Christ

The high priest was 
to serve as a bridge 
between humanity 
and God, thereby 
prefiguring the One 
who would unite 
Heaven and earth

Our Lord before Caiaphas - St. Gonzalo 
Parish, Seville (Spain)



April 2022 · Heralds of the Gospel      17

Lo
bi

llo
 (

C
C

 b
y-

sa
 3

.0
)

was designated with the term pontiff, 
whose etymology is bridge-builder. 
He held pre-eminence among the Le-
vites (cf. Lv 21:10). 

When he was consecrated, the 
pontiff was anointed with oil (cf. 
Lv 8:12; Nm 3:3). From a certain as-
pect he could thereby be considered a 
christ – meaning anointed, in Greek 
– which lent him yet another facet 
that prefigured the Messiah.

This was initially a life-long and 
hereditary office. Moreover, the pos-
ition belonged to the descendants of 
Aaron, and not just to any Levite. 
However, the succession was inter-
rupted at the time of the Maccabees, 
when Jonathan assumed the pontifi-
cate (cf. 1 Mc 10:20). 

Herod the Great would later elim-
inate its life-tenure and, at the time 
of Our Lord, this title was practical-
ly purchased from the Roman rul-
ers, then in power throughout Judea. 
Thus the high priesthood diverged 
enormously from the design that God 
had outlined for it in the Mosaic Law.

High priest at the apex  
of history 

Three Gospels mention Caiaphas 
by name (cf. Mt 26:3,57; Lk 3:2; Jn 
11:49; 18:13) as the high priest in of-
fice during the Saviour’s public life.

Was he a legitimate pontiff? St. 
John recognizes him as such (cf. Jn 
11:51). Nevertheless, one thing is 
certain: from the moment he turned 
against Jesus Christ, denying that 
He was the Messiah, he became a 
usurper.

Married to the daughter of Annas, 
the former pontiff, he was appointed 
high priest by Valerius Gratus. The 
Lémann brothers,1 Jewish converts 
and priests of Christ, set his pontifi-
cate between 25-36 AD. He was de-
posed in the year 36 by Vitellius, gov-
ernor of Syria, at the time of Pilate’s 
deposition.

A striking feature is his long 
tenure: his three predecessors did not 

manage to secure this high office for 
more than a year, and the five pontiffs 
who succeeded him most closely had 
tenures similar to theirs. 

Being the high priest at that junc-
ture of humanity’s history, would he 
not possess a singular vocation? We 
can legitimately ponder what this 
soul’s calling might have been. If Cai-
aphas had corresponded to grace, 
what wonders could have come 
about? He was meant to be a pontiff 
in all respects, for it was up to him to 
build the bridge connecting the old 
priesthood to the new. It was certain-
ly his duty to humbly submit to Our 
Lord and, as it were, lay the millenary 
institution of the priesthood at His 
feet, soon to see it raised to the rank 
of a Sacrament.

What happened, however, was 
exactly the opposite: he unleashed a 
ferocious persecution against Him, 
whom he wrongly judged a threat to 
his stability in the pontificate, and 
finally effected Our Lord’s arrest, in-
tent on condemning Him to death.

Two pontiffs meet

When the hour of the trial ar-
rived, it was the encounter between 
two pontiffs. In fact, the transient su-
preme pontiff then met head-on with 
the Eternal Pontiff, the high priest of 
the Old Law with the High Priest of 
the New Covenant (cf. Heb 9:15), a 
christ with the Christ, the prefigure-
ment with its full realization. 

The so-called trial took place in 
the house of Caiaphas himself, where 
the Sanhedrin had gathered to ma-
nipulate the condemnation of the Just 
One at any price, even if this required 
numerous infractions from both a 
juridical and a religious standpoint.2 

With one artifice after another, the 
members of this perfidious assembly 
spared no effort to achieve their ob-
jectives. The pontiff and Sanhedrin 
hierarchy seethed with fear, insecur-
ity and haste, which led them to act 
recklessly. 

They bribed men to provide false 
testimony. “That parade of ‘false wit-
nesses,’ whose fraudulence was well-
known, as St. Matthew clearly points 
out (cf. Mt 26:59-60), reveals an in-
conceivable level of  perversity and 
moral deformity.”3 

In turning  
against Jesus Christ  
and denying  
that He was the 
Messiah,  
Caiaphas became 
a usurper
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the innumerable miracles He worked 
overwhelmingly verified this, as the 
high priests themselves confirmed 
when they declared that Our Lord had 
to die, otherwise all would believe in 
Him (cf. Jn 11:48). Moreover, in His 
final verbal exchanges with His op-
ponents before the Passion, the Sav-
iour spared no theological and philo-
sophical argument. And since the 
Sanhedrin members were unable to 
answer Him, we see that His reason-
ing was more than sufficient to final-
ly convince them of His divine per-
son and mission. 

Blinded by hatred and envy, they 
preferred not to believe that He was 
the Son of God; and this culpable ig-
norance aggravated their guilt. For 
this reason, the Angelic Doctor con-
cludes that the words of the Divine 
Crucified One applied to the humbler 
classes of the people, and not to the 
Jewish rulers.6

A worthless sentence?

The condemnation of Jesus en-
sued, and closure was reached in that 
trial “whose judges were devoid of 
moral weight, and whose sentence 
was devoid of juridic value,”7 in the 
words of the Lémann brothers. 

When this manoeuvre failed to 
yield the desired outcome, Caiaphas, 
launched a new attack, likewise il-
licit, to force the Saviour to testify 
against Himself: “I adjure You by 
the living God, tell us if You are the 
Christ, the Son of God” (Mt 26:63). 

To compel someone to testify in 
favour of his own condemnation is a 
completely illegitimate measure. Our 
Lord answers, not out of respect for 
an authority that lacks the right to in-
terrogate, but because His silence on 
that occasion would be tantamount to 
a retraction.

As soon as Jesus categorically af-
firms that He is the Son of God, Cai-
aphas rends his garments, overcome 
with wrath as if he had just heard a 
blasphemy. St. Jerome offers an in-
sightful commentary on this detail: 
“The prince of the priests rends his 
garments to show that the Jews had 
lost the glory of the priesthood and that 
the seat of the pontiffs was vacant.”4 

What was the source 
of such hatred?

Beholding this scene, we might 
wonder where the source lay, of this 
great hatred that not only Caiaphas 
but also the other priests bore for Him 

who was the “hope of Israel” (Acts 
28:20). 

It could be argued that they were 
not aware that Our Lord was indeed 
the Messiah, come into the world. Af-
ter all, did He Himself not ask for His 
executioners to be pardoned because 
they did not know what they were do-
ing? Regarding this request of Jesus 
– the first words He uttered on the 
Cross – St. Thomas Aquinas5 distin-
guishes that the blame for the Divine 
Master’s condemnation fell differ-
ently upon two categories of people: 
the general public and the religious 
authorities. 

The former asked for His death be-
cause they were spurred on by their 
leaders. However, Our Lord says that 
they were guilty, in spite of their ig-
norance, for no one asks pardon for 
someone who is free of fault. Indeed, 
among those who cried out “Cru-
cify Him,” how many had not been 
healed, exorcised and forgiven by the 
Good Shepherd? Only God knows 
the number…

For their part, the Jewish author-
ities were sufficiently equipped, 
given their vast knowledge of the 
prophecies and Holy Scripture, to 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah. And 

a  Gospel  A
Then those who had seized 
Jesus led Him to Caiaphas 
the high priest, where the 
scribes and the elders had 
gathered. But Peter followed 
Him at a distance, as far as 
the courtyard of the high 
priest, and going inside he 
sat with the guards to see the 
end.
Now the chief priests and 
the whole council sought 
false testimony against Jesus 
that they might put Him to 
death, but they found none, 

though many false witness-
es came forward. At last 
two came forward and said, 
“This fellow said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the Temple of 
God, and to build it in three 
days.’” 
And the high priest stood up 
and said, “Have You no an-
swer to make? What is it that 
these men testify against 
You?” But Jesus was silent. 
And the high priest said to 
Him, “I adjure You by the 
living God, tell us if You are 

the Christ, the Son of God.” 
Jesus said to him, “You have 
said so. But I tell you, here-
after you will see the Son of 
man seated at the right hand 
of Power, and coming on the 
clouds of Heaven.”
Then the high priest tore his 
robes, and said, “He has ut-
tered blasphemy. Why do we 
still need witnesses? You have 
now heard His blasphemy. 
What is your judgment?” 
They answered, “He deserves 
death” (Mt 26:57-66).
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1 Cf. LÉMANN, Augustin; 
LÉMANN, Joseph. Valeur de 
l’assemblée qui prononça la 
peine de mort contre Jésus-
Christ. 3.ed. Paris: Victor 
Lecoffre, 1881, p.32.

2 Regarding the transgressions 
that made the process that 
condemned Christ invalid, 
see the article: VIETO 

RODRÍGUEZ, Santiago. The 
Most Unjust and Infamous 
Judgement in History. 
In: Heralds of the Gospel. 
Nobleton. Vol. 12. No.125 
(March, 2018); p.16-19.

3 CASTRILLO AGUADO, 
Tomás. Enemigos de Jesús en 
la Pasión, según los Evangeli-
os. Madrid: FAX, 1960, p.104.

4 ST. JEROME. Comentario a 
Mateo. L.IV (22,41-28,20), 
c.26, n.261. In: Obras 
Completas. Madrid: BAC, 
2002, v.II, p.391. 

5 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 
Summa Theologiae. III, q.47, 
a.5-6.

6 Cf. Idem, a.6, ad 1.

7 LÉMANN; LÉMANN, 
op. cit., p.108. 

8 Cf. LA POTTERIE, Ignace de. 
La Pasión de Jesús según San 
Juan. Texto y espíritu. Madrid: 
BAC, 2007, p.52-54.

The opinion of the two scholars is 
entirely reasonable, but is it absolute 
from every perspective? From the jur-
idical standpoint, Our Lord’s condem-
nation was altogether worthless. But 
did this immense sin, perpetrated with 
consummate iniquity, not 
weigh in another field? 
Would such a condemna-
tion not generate serious 
consequences?

A small detail in the 
Gospel of John may shed 
some light on the matter: 
the Apostle does not re-
count the trial that took 
place in Caiaphas’ house, 
but only mentions it (cf. 
Jn 18:24, 28). Why this 
silence, precisely on the 
part of the Evangelist 
who describes the Pas-
sion with the greatest 
wealth of detail?

Fr. Ignace de la Pot-
terie8 comments that it 
is not easy to interpret a 
silence, since there may 
exist numerous reasons for not men-
tioning something. However, he hy-
pothesizes that, unlike the other 
Evangelists, who try to stress the 
trial’s fraudulent aspect, the Belov-
ed Disciple views it from a higher 
angle. 

While the historical scenario pre-
sents us with the infamous condem-
nation of the Just One, the theologic-
al reflection points to an entirely 
different dimension: the entire Pas-
sion was a trial, in which Our Lord 

was the true Judge and the defend-
ant was the world (cf. Jn 12:31). The 
vississitudes of the iniquitous pro-
ceedings were of minor interest to 
St. John, for he could see, beyond 
those facts, the supernatural impli-

In reality, the entire 
Passion was a 
trial, in which Our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
was the true Judge 
and the defendant 
was the world

cations of what was going on: when 
Caiaphas and the other Judaic au-
thorities clamoured for the Cruci-
fixion of the God-Man, they brought 
the sentence of condemnation down 
upon themselves. 

Despite all evils, 
God always wins!

Regrettably, Caiaphas 
and the other chief priests 
were not faithful to the 
charge which God had en-
trusted to them of lead-
ing the people to Him – 
“the Way, the Truth and 
the Life” (Jn 14:6). On the 
contrary, they rejected 
Him with mortal hatred 
and condemned the Su-
preme Judge to death by 
means of an unjust judg-
ment, imagining that they 
attained His utter defeat 
thereby. 

However, even if the 
enemies of God multi-
ply their conspiracies, 

He will not fail to carry out His plans. 
In truth, with the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 
prophecies reached the apex of fulfil-
ment. In being outraged, insulted, buf-
feted, condemned, scourged, crowned 
with thorns and finally put to death on 
the Cross, Our Lord won the great-
est victory in history: He not only re-
stored sinful humanity to union with 
God, perfectly fulfilling His role as 
Supreme Pontiff, but He also opened 
the gates of Heaven for us. 

Jesus before Caiaphas, by Martin Schongauer -  
Unterlinden Museum, Colmar (France)



Sr. Diana Devia, EP

“I’ll become  
a famous nun!”

I
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Dreaming of the Hollywood stage, a talented young woman 
received an unexpected proposal… Little did she  
imagine that behind this invitation was the hand  
of Providence eager to draw her to Himself.

n the 21st century, more than 
two thousand years after the 
supreme Sacrifice on Calvary, 
holiness is often thought to be 

a passé ideal, incompatible with life 
in today’s world, unattainable in the 
midst of globalization, unthinkable in 
the world of instant messaging and so-
cial networks. 

This is what a young woman with 
a dissipated lifestyle thought until, 
one Good Friday, the gaze of the 
Crucified One changed the course of 
her life… 

A talented Irish girl 

Clare Theresa Crockett was born 
in the city of Derry in Northern Ire-
land on November 14, 1982. The first 
child of Gerard Crockett and Margaret 
Doyle, she demonstrated from an early 
age that she had a strong, charming and 
vivacious character. Brimming with 
natural gifts and talents, she spread a 
contagious joy and was always sur-
rounded by friends, although her fiery 
temperament was frequently the cause 
of fights and disagreements… 

A born actress, accustomed to be-
ing the centre of attention and known 

as a challenging child, Clare gave her 
teachers a hard time with her mis-
chievous ways. Very bright, she pur-
sued her studies successfully with 
little effort. However, she sometimes 
resorted to unscrupulous methods: 
once time she even stole the teacher’s 
answer book in order to complete her 
lessons more quickly…  

As could be expected, Clare did 
not always apply her abilities to good 
ends. She also took advantage of 
them to lie, exaggerate, and to shirk 
responsibility… For her, everything 
was justified when it was a matter of 
attaining her objectives.

The girl grew up in a Catholic en-
vironment, until her family was af-
flicted by a series of adversities that 
led to a marked estrangement from the 
Faith. Although she continued to fulfil 
some religious duties that her parents 
demanded of her to keep up appear-
ances, she gradually abandoned the 
true path to tread another, strewn with 
vice and sin. Very early, she became 
acquainted with smoking, alcohol and 
bad company; she went to nightclubs 
using fake identification and drank in 
an unrestrained manner.

In spite of this, a unique quality 
blossomed in her personality: deter-
mination. “All or nothing” was, in 
fact, the motto that guided her life.

Dreaming of a  
Hollywood career

Having developed her artistic 
gifts, Clare played various roles in 
theatre, commercials and television 
programs in pursuit of her great 
dream: to be a famous actress. She 
dedicated herself to the study of per-
forming arts and took every oppor-
tunity to demonstrate her talent, in 
which those around her placed great 
hopes. 

However, as time passed, far from 
feeling happy with her achievements, 
Clare began to notice the immense 
and constant emptiness that she felt in 
her heart: each new success brought 
her deep depression. Although she 
was still attracted to prestige and 
worldly glories, she felt there was 
something beyond the kind of happi-
ness she was chasing after. However, 
unable to understand what it was, 
she sank deeper and deeper into her 
vices.
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me something that was not there be-
fore. I had to do something for Him 
who had given His life for me.”2 

Unexpectedly, Clare found herself 
on that occasion alone with Jesus, and 
experienced immense sorrow for her 
sins – committed against that Love 
which was poured out upon her – and 
understood that she could do nothing 
to console Him except give her life to 
Him.

“He loves me. He died for me,” was 
the only thing she could articulate, 
amid tears, after the blessed celebra-
tion. In a manner in keeping with her 
still-superficial nature, Clare came 
up with a unique solution to com-
bine her longing for celebrity with her 
new desire for holiness, explaining to 
all the pilgrims on the same day that 
grace had visited her: “I want to be 
famous. […] An hour ago, I was all, ‘I 
want to become a nun too.’ So then I 
said to myself, ‘I’ll become a famous 
nun!’”3

Clare could scarcely have im-
agined that her dream would be ful-
filled to the letter: God would indeed 
make of her what she envisaged on 
that occasion!

New falls and the final  
resolution

However, the path this soul still had 
to tread was a long one, filled with ob-
stacles. Inside herself, the weakness of 
fallen human nature was mixed with 
the heart of an eagle which was hesi-
tant to take flight.

After a second trip with the Ser-
vant Sisters of the Home of the Moth-
er, the women’s branch of the Asso-
ciation, she returned to Ireland and 
her struggle became more intense. 
School and parties once again filled 
her daily life, month after month, 
and she did not resolve to break with 
the world. Bad friendships and vices 
dragged her, like another Magdalene, 

A spiritual retreat instead 
of the beach…

In the year 2000, Clare received an 
invitation. To be precise, it was a mis-
understanding, which in reality was 
the hand of Providence eager to draw 
her to Himself. 

Her best friend, Sharon Doherty, 
was scheduled to travel to Spain for 
Easter week. However, some time be-
fore, she was stricken with acute ap-
pendicitis and was unable to take the 
trip. Not wanting to lose her place, 
which had already been paid for, she 
offered it to Clare. The latter, misled 
by the touristic allure of the place, 
accepted the proposal, certain that 
beautiful beaches and bustling night-
clubs awaited her.

What she could not imagine was 
that she was leaving for a Holy Week 
retreat with Home of the Mother,1 
and a pilgrimage to various shrines 
in Europe. It was a monumental 
shock for her to find herself con-
fronted with days of compulsory 
prayer! Unable to extricate herself 
from the commitment, she decided 
to make the best of the trip, taking 
part as little as possible in the meet-
ings and meditations.

However, Good Friday being such 
a special day, Clare could not avoid 
the liturgical ceremony. At a cer-
tain moment, without really knowing 
what it was all about, she got in line 
like everyone else to adore the Holy 
Cross. Just imitating what the people 
in front of her were doing, she genu-
flected and kissed the Crucifix. How-
ever, this act had a strong interior im-
pact on her. 

This is how she describes the grace 
that touched her: “I do not know how 
to explain exactly what happened. I 
did not see choirs of Angels or a white 
dove come down from the ceiling and 
descend on me, but I had the certainty 
that the Lord was on the Cross, for 
me. And along with that conviction, 
I felt a great sorrow […]. When I re-
turned to my pew, I had imprinted in 

“I had the certainty that the Lord was on the Cross for me […]. I had  
to do something for Him who had given His life for me”

Clare kissing the crucifix during the Good Friday ceremony at the  
Monastery of St. Michael of Victories, Priego (Spain); inset, narrating the grace  

she had just received; previous page, Sr. Clare in 2011
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into even worse abysses than the pre-
vious ones. 

Clare wanted to erase from her 
memory the graces she had received 
with the Sisters of the Home, but the 
Lord “pursued” her with fatherly 
love. Once, while in a discotheque, 
she sensed the reproachful and af-
fectionate gaze of the Saviour say-
ing to her: “Why do you keep hurting 
Me?” It was the Good Shepherd seek-
ing the wayward sheep, imploring her 
to abandon herself to His divine care, 
which could heal her. 

The devil, however, would play 
his last great card in the difficult con-
quest of that heart, making the long-
dreamed-of doors of Hollywood open 
before her. In February 2001, Clare 
landed a role in a film produced by 
the BBC. Although a minor role, it 
could have been the promising begin-
ning of her career as a professional 
actress. The filming would take place 
in Manchester and she would stay 
in five-star hotels in the company of 
various celebrities.

From a worldly point of view, Clare 
couldn’t have wished for more at that 
moment in her life. She could palpably 
feel her brilliant future… But she felt 

unhappy and, in the end, she under-
stood that her place was far from there. 
Thus, she resolved to leave.

The decisive step towards reli-
gious life cost Clare dearly. To detach 
herself from her family, to face the 
opposition of friends and acquaint-
ances and to abandon so many vices 
were some of the struggles that she, 
strengthened by God, managed to 
overcome. She soon discerned what 
she should be in the Association: “A 
holy servant, closely united to Him, 
willing to suffer anything and go 
anywhere for His sake.”4 

Aiming to achieve this goal, she 
began right away to pray insistent-
ly for the gift of fidelity: “Help me to 
hate the sin that You hate, that stains 
me and distances me from You. I don’t 
want to give You any more thorns, I 
don’t want my God to weep for me.”5

School of love

Outstanding graces and a profound 
knowledge of her nothingness and of 
her personal misery filled the first 
months of her life as a religious and 
prompted the many insights that she 
wrote in her notebooks with a simpli-
city proper to the friends of God.

It is worth mentioning her abso-
lute ignorance in religious matters, but 
what she did not know through her in-
telligence, God mysteriously com-
municated to her soul: “Father, al-
though I do not deserve it and I am an 
ungrateful daughter, You have at times 
made me experience Mount Tabor, the 
glory of Christ and of the Trinity in 
me, in the depth of my soul.”6 

Nevertheless, sanctity was a bit-
ter struggle for Clare. She felt weak, 
she often relapsed into the same mis-
eries as before, and she saw herself 
in need of great purification, as can 
be seen in the notes of her spiritual 
journey: “Despite my efforts at union 
with the Lord, at times I fell into ego-
ism”;7 “Do I want to overcome my-
self? Yes. What makes me suffer the 
most? Not being a reflection of Him, 
not being like Him. My lack of char-
ity and humility.”8 

The keynote of her path of sancti-
fication was always love, with which 
she sought to repay God’s infinite 
Love for her. And, well aware that 
to love implies suffering and self-de-
nial, she taught: “Love is sacrificial, 
not superficial or sentimental.”9 She 
also had a deep devotion to the Bless-

From left to right: Clare on her First Communion day; at a party in checked shirt,  
at age fifteen; with a friend during a pilgrimage to Florence (Italy)

The decisive step towards religious life cost Clare dearly; to detach herself from her family and face the  
opposition of friends and acquaintances were some of the battles that she had to win
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ed Virgin: “I know that I am very 
dear to her Heart and sometimes She 
has let me rest there.”10 

In the midst of struggles and deci-
sive spiritual progress, on September 
8, 2010, Clare finally made her per-
petual vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. Due to her union with Our 
Lady and the Three Divine Persons, 
she decided to take the name Sis-
ter Clare Mary of the Trinity and the 
Heart of Mary. 

Faithful until the end

Without losing any of her radiant 
joy, her artistic talent and her per-
sonal charisma, Sr. Clare gradual-
ly became an authentic example of 
generosity for all those who lived 
with her. Throughout her fifteen 
years of religious life, wherever she 
was, she stood out for her obedience, 
her self-giving and her radical dedi-
cation to and observance of Catholic 
morals. 

She was not afraid to indicate the 
right path to those she directed, or to 
be clear about the demands of virtue, 
as the fruit of her insistent petitions to 
the Lord: “Give me the grace never to 
be afraid to bear witness to You, never 
to hide my rosary when I go out […]. 
Help me never to flee from the wolf.”11 

The trials with which God want-
ed to purify her were sometimes sur-
prising in their severity; neverthe-
less, her sensitive and weak soul be-
came strong by allowing itself to be 
crucified with the Crucified and, for 
this reason, she never manifested the 
interior desolation which she often 
felt.

Having advanced in a very de-
finitive manner on the path of self-de-
nial, love of God and sacrificial giving 
of herself to her neighbour, on April 
16, 2016 Providence came to harvest 
her soul, like an agreeable fruit, rip-
ened by sufferings and sweetened by 
charity. An earthquake in the city of 

Playa Prieta, Ecuador, where she then 
resided, put an end to her earthly tra-
jectory. She was the only religious to 
die in that event, and by the goodness 
of Our Lady she was very well pre-
pared for it. 

Let us give ourselves 
entirely to God!

Clare was a model of authentic 
conversion for the humanity of our 
century. She proved with her own life 
that sanctity is the only way to Heav-
en and that it is within the reach of 
everyone, through the infinite merits 
of the Passion of the Redeemer.

Today each one of us is called to 
follow her example, putting all that 
we are and possess into God’s hands, 
without keeping anything for our own 
egoism! May she intercede for us and 
grant us a profound comprehension of 
the fact that we cannot offer the Divine 
Lamb anything by halves; it is a mat-
ter of giving Him “all or nothing”! 

1 Public Association of Faithful 
founded in Spain by Fr. Rafael 
Alonso Reymundo.

2 GARDNER, SHM, Kristen. 
Hermana Clare Crockett, 

sierva del Hogar de la Madre. 
Sola con el Solo. Zurita: Fun-
dación E.U.K. Mamie, 2020, 
p.63.

3 Idem, p.65-66.

4 Idem, p.143.
5 Idem, p.147.
6 Idem, p.165.
7 Idem, p.153.

8 Idem, p.145.
9 Idem, p.231.
10 Idem, p.167.
11 Idem, p.158.

From left to right: Clare, at centre, as a postulant of the Servants of the Home of the Mother; professing   
her temporary vows, on February 18, 2006; dressed in her work habit in Priego (Spain) in 2009

Clare proved that sanctity is the only way to Heaven and that it is within everyone’s reach,  
through the infinite merits of the Passion of the Redeemer



Lucas Rezende de Souza

Persecuting the Persecutors  
of Padre Pio
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At the side of the wonderworker Franciscan with the 
stigmata, Providence deigned to place a disciple who would 
defend his rights, so often violated by the internal and 
external enemies of the Church.

erhaps there was no place in 
the Europe of 1919 that sur-
passed Gargano in peace 
and tranquillity, a promon-

tory which harmonized both the rug-
gedness and the innocence of land-
scapes hardly touched by human 
hands. 

Atop the rock looking out on the 
Adriatic Sea, from which the pictur-
esque village of San Giovanni Roton-
do rises, people used to live in a se-
renity almost unknown to a human-
ity accustomed to the constant noise 
of modern megalopolises.

However, starting in May 1919, 
visitors from all over the world began 
to invade this placid setting. They 
were not tourists; they wanted to see a 
man of God – il santo, as he was called 
– who, they said, read the innermost 
depths of souls, worked miracles and 
bore in his own body the signs of the 
Passion of Christ. The fame of Fran-
cesco Forgione, the Capuchin friar 
better known as Padre Pio, spread like 
wildfire. Amid so many prodigies, the 
conversion of a prosperous business-
man named Emmanuele Brunatto is 
especially noteworthy.

Born in Turin on September 9, 
1892, Brunatto had led a dissolute 
life until, in 1919, through a periodic-
al of the time that fell into his hands, 
he learned of the existence of a friar 
who had received the stigmata of the 
Passion of Christ. More out of curios-
ity than piety, he decided to see him 
with his own eyes, a desire that he 
only fulfilled a year later, after being 
struck by a financial catastrophe. 

To the amazement of many, at the 
age of twenty-eight Emmanuele Brun-
atto was converted after a radical Con-
fession with the Saint. So complete 

emmanuele Brunatto

At San Giovanni 
Rotondo, visitors 
began to flock  
from all over the 
world, not for 
tourism, but to 
see a man of God

San Giovanni Monastery 
Rotondo (Italy), in 1953
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was his transformation 
that he was authorized 
to live in the Capuchin 
friary as an assistant 
of one whom he would 
henceforth consider his 
spiritual father. 

Padre Pio persecuted

The monastery of 
San Giovanni Roton-
do was part of the 
Archdiocese of Man-
fredonia, headed by 
Archbishop Pasquale 
Gagliardi. While en-
thusiasm for Padre Pio 
was growing among 
the faithful, this prelate 
and some canons of the 
village, unfortunately displeased by 
the situation created by the stigmatic 
monk’s fame, spread the most deplor-
able calumnies against him. And the 
worst was yet to come.

Fr. Agostino Gemelli, a Franciscan 
priest who had led a life estranged 
from religion until the age of twenty-
five, when he converted, paid a vis-
it to Padre Pio in 1920 to examine 
his stigmata. However, the author-
ities had decided the previous year 
that any examination of the wounds 
of the religious would only be carried 
out with the written authorization 
of the Holy Office and of the Capu-
chin superior. Since the priest lacked 
this authorization, the Saint could not 
show him the signs of the Passion. 
Disgruntled, Gemelli began to pro-
claim everywhere that the wounds 
were self-inflicted injuries, and that 
he himself had examined them.

On January 22, 1922, Pope Ben-
edict XV died, and Pius XI, whose 
friendship Fr. Gemelli enjoyed, as-
cended to the papal throne… Less 
than three months after his corona-
tion, the Holy Office decided to place 
Padre Pio under observation. 

In May of the following year, a se-
vere condemnation of Padre Pio was 

published, in which the Vatican Con-
gregation continually reiterated the 
necessity of transferring him to an-
other monastery. Despite a canonical 
error in the document,1 attempts were 
made to enforce the decisions, but in 
vain: the pressure of the population 
was such that it became impossible to 
transfer the Italian Saint without re-
sorting to force. 

Faced with such an injustice, Padre 
Pio’s “first spiritual son” did not re-
main idle.

Example of resistance 
to persecutions

Brunatto began to investigate the 
far-from-exemplary life of Padre 

Pio’s persecutors. He 
managed to gather a 
great deal of evidence 
in this regard and im-
mediately proceeded 
to Rome to inform the 
Holy See. Neverthe-
less, his efforts yield-
ed little results. In fact, 
there he only found the 
support of St. Luigi 
Orione and of Cardin-
als Pietro Gasparri and 
Merry del Val. Brun-
atto realized that hos-
tility to Padre Pio did 
not come only from a 
simple Bishop of Man-
fredonia and a few 
canons.

He decided, then, to employ more 
radical means. On April 21, 1926, he 
wrote the book Padre Pio of Pietrel-
cina – condemned by the Vatican two 
days after publication – in which he 
showed the true moral physiognomy 
of those slanderers.

Despite the condemnation of the 
work, good results were obtained 
from it: the appointment of an apos-
tolic visitor to correct the moral devi-
ations denounced, and the desig-
nation of Brunatto himself as aux-
iliary. As for Archbishop Gagliardi, 
some years later he was dismissed 
from his post, after an inquiry so-
licited by the priests of his archdio-
cese, due to long-standing horrors 
that decency prevents us from tran-
scribing here.

A “bombshell book”

After some time, Cardinal Merry 
del Val commissioned Brunatto to 
carry out an investigation into the li-
centious habits of certain personal-
ities of the highest religious sphere, 
a task he successfully complet-
ed. Armed with the information ob-
tained, he decided, by way of pres-
sure to free Padre Pio, by circulating 
a Letter to the Church, in which he 

Displeased with 
the enthusiasm 
of the faithful for 
Padre Pio, some 
ecclesiastics began 
to spread calumnies 
against him

Padre Pio and Emmanuele Brunatto (at right), em 1924
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made public the terrible moral life of 
the persecutors of his spiritual father, 
some of whom held high ecclesiastic-
al offices. 

However, this time the result was 
not favourable: in response, a de-
cree was published which obliged 
Padre Pio to celebrate his Masses 
only within the walls of the monas-
tery, and not in a public church, and 
deprived him of all other faculties of 
ministry. If Brunatto had combined 
his impetus with wise diplomacy, 
perhaps the outcome would have 
been different…

His friend and auxiliary, the law-
yer Francesco Morcaldi, also lacked 
sagacity. He was persuaded by cer-
tain authorities to hand over several 
documents in his possession, which 
had served as a basis for the draft-
ing of the Letter to the Church, in 
exchange for a supposed “liberating 
measure”, that was never taken, re-
garding Padre Pio. 

Disillusioned, Brunatto decided 
not to give an inch and published, 
in 1932, a “bombshell book”: The 
Antichrists in the Church of Christ. 
In it he denounced not only the de-
clared enemies of the stigmatic friar, 
but also other high-ranking person-
alities who by their behaviour de-
meaned the dignity of their office… 
The result was immediate: on July 
14, 1933, Padre Pio was set free. 
Pope Pius XI himself stated that it 
was “the first time in the history of 
the Church that the Holy Office had 
retracted its decrees.”2 

Prelude to a new persecution

The Franciscan Saint was able to 
live in peace for another thirty years. 
Miracles and healings did not cease 
and the devotees multiplied; how-
ever, he was far from being rid of his 
persecutors…

The economic situation of the 
Capuchins in Italy was critical. This 
was especially so in Foggia, where 
the religious had deposited large sums 

of money in the hands of a famous 
banker, Giuffrè, who went bankrupt. 
Everything they had handed over to 
him was lost.

Padre Pio had never been involved 
in this affair and advised his brothers 
in the habit against it. Since he sought 
the Kingdom of God and His justice, 
he confided that the rest would be 
given him in addition (cf. Mt 6:33). In 
fact, donations came pouring in and 
with them the Saint was able to main-
tain a hospital he had built, the Casa 
Sollievo della Sofferenza, the prop-
erty for which had been donated by 
Emmanuele Brunatto himself. 

In the meantime some of Padre 
Pio’s confreres began to misappro-
priate the donations intended for 
him. The news reached the Vati-
can, and Msgr. Mario Crovini 
was commis-
sioned to in-
vestigate this 
situation, which 
unfor tunately 
was real. The 
culprits received 
some sanctions. 
However, as soon 
as the mission was 
over, Pope John 
XXIII gave his 

consent to a request from the Gener-
al Minister of the Capuchins: an apos-
tolic visitation which would put an end 
to Padre Pio’s “incapacity” to govern 
the hospital.

As soon as this decision was 
taken, some of Padre Pio’s confreres 
began to “investigate him”, placing 
tape recorders in several private 
places, such as his cell and even his 
confessional: a veritable sacrilege! 
However, they claimed they were 
obeying orders coming from very 
high places.

Bias and injustice  
on the part of  
the visitators

The apostolic visitor, Msgr. Car-
lo Maccari, went into action on July 

29, 1960. The first person he visited 
was Michele De Nittis, one of the 
canons of San Giovanni Rotondo 

Brunatto investi-
gated and denounced 
the detractors of 
his spiritual fath-
er, bringing their 
deplorable moral life 
out into the open

Emmanuele Brunatto and Padre Pio 
in 1924, in Santa Maria delle Grazie 

Monastery, San Giovanni Rotondo (Italy); 
inset, the book “The Antichrists in the 
Church of Christ”, published in 1932
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1 The decree stated that the convent of San 
Giovanni Rotondo belonged to the Dio-
cese of Foggia, but it was in fact part of 
the Archdiocese of Manfredonia.

2 CHIRON, Yves. Padre Pio: Le stigmatisé. 
Paris: Perrin, 1999, p.202.

3 Idem, p.280.
4 Idem, p.290.

who had savagely slandered Padre 
Pio in the 1920s. 

While he continued his work, his 
assistant, Fr. Giovanni Barberini – 
the same who would later affirm 
that a blessing from the apostol-
ic visitor was worth more than a 
thousand absolutions from Padre 
Pio – after having gone through 
the Capuchin’s entire portfolio 
and having found nothing that 
could serve to condemn him, spent 
his time in the bars and restaurants 
of the city. 

The investigation was supposed 
to end on October 2, but both visita-
tors left the convent on September 17. 
Despite the absence of any real mo-
tives, harsh restrictive measures were 
taken regarding the Saint’s contact 
with the faithful. 

The “White Book”

On October 3 the Vatican pub-
lished Msgr. Maccari’s stipulations 
regarding Padre Pio, which, it was 
claimed, were aimed at “protecting 
the Church from deleterious forms 
of fanaticism.”3 Condemnations fol-
lowed one after another and everyone 
– especially Brunatto – feared that 
Padre Pio would be deposed from the 
governance of the hospital.

Putting himself at risk to defend his 
spiritual father, Emmanuele Brunatto 
sent a passionate letter to the Holy Of-
fice, in which he claimed to be ready to 
“turn the infernal cabal, which has al-
ready lasted for a third of a century, on 
its head if anyone touches Padre Pio’s 
liberty, or if modifications are made to 
the structure of his work [the hospital] 
without his and our consent.”4

In the meantime, the condemna-
tions did not cease. Having no other 
alternative, he decided to make pub-
lic the fact of the tape recorders placed 
in Padre Pio’s confessional. It was not 
long before a Cardinal of the Holy Of-
fice came to visit him in order to re-
store peace. They came to an agree-
ment: Brunatto would cease the pub-

The faithful discípule 
was relentless in 
defending the truth 
and persecuting 
the enemies of the 
Church, and for this 
he was as hated 
as his master

dent of the Italian Republic and the 
new Pope, Paul VI. 

In fact, it did not take long for the 
Pontiff to take the initiative to lib-
erate the Capuchin Saint in 1964. 
However, since Brunatto was not 
aware of it, he felt obliged to pub-
lish his polemical work, which had 
enormous repercussions, above all 
among the ecclesiastical author-
ities gathered for the Second Vati-
can Council.

A mysterious death

A year later, on the night of Febru-
ary 9 to 10, 1965, Emmanuele Brun-
atto was found dead in his house, the 
victim, according to the authorities, 
of a heart attack. However, some of 
his companions raised other hypoth-
eses, such as strychnine poisoning. It 
is worth mentioning that his dinner 
used to be bought every day in a near-
by restaurant.

It goes without saying that this 
man, defender of the truth and perse-
cutor of the enemies of the Church, 
came to be hated as much as Padre 
Pio himself, for in reality God was 
hated in them. 

Yet, we know that as long as there 
are men on earth who are living rep-
resentatives of God and integrity, 
they will always be the object of per-
secution and hatred by those who plot 
iniquity. And it is precisely for this 
reason that the Lord will never de-
prive His Church of the presence of 
“Emmanuele Brunattos”, persecutors 
of evil who know how to unmask, at 
the opportune moment, the enemies 
of truth. 

lications and they would keep Padre 
Pio in the governance of the hospital. 
Nevertheless, once again they did not 
keep their word: in the same month 
Padre Pio’s superiors obliged him to 
sign a document dispossessing him of 
the property. 

As a last resort, Padre Pio’s ad-
vocate gathered all the documents 
he had accumulated from the 1920s 
until the 1960s and made a compila-
tion, called the White Book. However, 
its publication was delayed due to the 
death of Pope John XXIII. Brunatto 
only sent a copy of the document to 
the UN Secretary General, the Presi-

Emmanuele Brunatto at the end of his life
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from the Resurrection
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Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

Christ’s glorious Resurrection is luminous with consoling joys, 
while offering important lessons for the faithful man, in the light 
of which he must orient his path towards his eternal happiness.

n the three days during which 
Our Lord lay dead, all seemed 
irremediably lost in the eyes 
of those who had known Him, 

with the exception of Mary Most 
Holy. “He died!” they thought. “They 
have rolled a stone over the entrance 
to the sepulchre, and darkness envel-
opes His Body. All is over; nothing 
more remains!” 

In reality, everything remained. 
The history of man’s salvation had 
just begun.

Unspeakable joy of the 
souls of the just

As soon as the Most Holy Soul of 
Our Lord separated from His Sacred 
Body, He appeared to the souls of the 
just who had been awaiting, some 
for millennia, the Redemp-

Upon being visited 
by Our Risen 
Lord, there was 
unspeakable joy 
among the just 
who awaited 
the Redemption 
in Limbo

“Christ in Limbo,” by Fra Angelico -  
San Marco Museum, Florence (Italy)

tion and the opening of the gates of 
Heaven. 

Let us imagine, if we may, the un-
speakable happiness of the souls of 
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Adam and Eve, upon realizing that 
the sin they had committed, the sin 
that had caused the decadence of the 
human race, was at last forgiven and 
their guilt redeemed! And we can like-
wise imagine the incomparable joy of 
so many other righteous souls, patri-
archs and prophets of the Old Tes-
tament gathered there, as they ac-
claimed the appearance of the 
One who was freeing them from 
that long wait. 

This encounter must have 
been an extraordinary spec-
tacle.

At the worst moments, 
refuge at the feet of 
Mary Most Holy

Nevertheless, this spiritual 
and glorious reality was com-
pletely unknown to the Apostles 
and disciples who had fled during 
the Passion. On the contrary, they 
were disheartened, crushed, hor-
ror-struck and failed to glimpse any 
way out of their tragic situation. Each 
one hid as best he could, hoping that 
the commotion of the recent events 
would die down and the normality of 
everyday life would help him to for-
get them.

But the designs of Providence were 
different. We may conjecture that a 
mysterious work of grace inspired 
within each of their souls the desire 
to seek Our Lady and to take shel-
ter under her maternal mantle. At her 
side – we are always free to surmise 
– they remained weeping and contrite, 
still uncertain about the future. Only 
the Mother of God trusted and prayed, 
sure of her Divine Son’s triumph over 
death. 

In a manner proper to supernatur-
al things, the fidelity of Mary Most 
Holy began to affect the tepidity of 
the Apostles and to awaken, in each 
of their hearts, sensations, hopes and 
perceptions of the marvellous grace 
that lay in store for them. In the 
midst of the storms of trial, founda-

That is to say, at the worst mo-
ments, they received invaluable graces 
that prepared them for all that was 
about to happen, because they took 

refuge at Our Lady’s feet. United 
around the Virgin most Faithful, 
they were made ready to believe 
in the Resurrection and to open 
themselves to the great mission 
to which they had been called.

The most audacious hopes  
are confirmed 

On the morning of the 
third day, the Divine Redeem-
er arises in glory and – as the 
belief of pious authors sug-
gests, although the Gospels 
do not recount it – He appears 

first to Our Lady, inundating 
Her with consolation and hap-

piness. He is entirely radiant, 
shedding heavenly light about 
Him like the brilliance of a 
thousand suns! 

He next appears to Mary 
Magdalene and the other dis-
ciples. The Resurrection is al-

ready an incontestable fact. The 
Apostles believe and exult. All of the 
impasses in their paths were opened 
and all hopes, even the most daring, 
were confirmed in the triumph of the 
Risen Christ. It was a victory that 
represented at once the affirmation of 
His entire life and an immense par-
don for His disciples. 

This was the starting point of an 
authentic conversion. After sever-
al days, they would receive the in-
fusion of the Holy Spirit, each one 
becoming a pillar of love and fidel-
ity upon which the edifice of the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church would 
arise. 

A faithful man does not let  
himself be cast down  
by setbacks 

From the Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and from the as-
pects associated with it – those that 

Because they took 
refuge close Our 
Lady at the time of 
trial, the Apostles 
received special 
graces to believe in 
the Resurrection

Saiko (CC by-sa 3.0)

Our Risen Lord – Church  
of San Carlo of Lombardi,  

Florence (Italy)

tions of a new conviction and a new 
courage were laid in these men’s 
souls. 



The Victory of the Immortal Church
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he regularity with which 
the cycles of the liturgical 
year follow one another in 

the Church’s calendar, unperturbed 
in their succession by the changing 
events of human history, as the ebb 
and flow of politics and finance con-
tinues its disorderly course, is an apt 
affirmation of the Church’s heaven-
ly majesty, far above the capricious 
fluctuations of human passions.

Far above, but not indifferent. 
When the sorrowful days of Holy 
Week unfold during peaceful and 
happy times in history, the Church, 
like a solicitous Mother, makes use of 
them to revive self-denial in her chil-
dren, along with the sense of heroic 
suffering, the spirit of renunciation 

nances, ungrateful friends, overdue 
promotions, etc. But in fact, all of 
this is secondary for the true Catholic 
who is concerned before all else with 
the greater glory of God, and thus for 
the salvation of his own soul and the 
exaltation of the Church.

Therefore, the greatest suffering 
of the Catholic must be the present 
state of Holy Church.

Without a doubt, this situation of-
fers many consolations. Neverthe-
less, it would be erroneous to deny 
that the general apostasy of nations 
continues in a frightening crescendo; 
that the trend towards paganism is 
advancing vertiginously in those her-
etical or schismatic nations which 
still retain some remnants of Chris-
tian substance. In the Catholic ranks 
themselves, alongside a promising re-
birth, one can observe the progres-
sive march of neo-paganism: cus-
toms become depraved, families are 
limited, Protestant and spiritist sects 
abound.

Despite so many motives for sad-
ness, motives which perhaps presage 
a catastrophe not far off for the whole 
world, Christian hope lives on. And 
the reason for this is taught to us by 
the very feast of Easter.

When Our Lord Jesus Christ died, 
the Jews sealed His tomb, stationed 
solders to guard it, and thought that 
everything was finished. 

In their impiety, they denied that 
Our Lord was the Son of God, that 
He was able to destroy the sepulchral 
prison in which He lay, that He was, 
above all, able to pass from death to 
life. And yet all of this happened. 
Our Lord resurrected without any hu-
man aid, and the heavy stone of the 
tomb was removed at His command, 
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Our Lady of the Resurrection -  
Tabor Formation House,  

Caieiras (Brazil)

of daily trivialities and entire com-
mitment to worthy ideals that lend a 
higher meaning to human life. More 
than “a higher meaning,” it is the only 
meaning that life has: the Christian 
meaning.

But the Church is not only a Moth-
er when she teaches us the great aus-
tere mission of suffering. She is also 
Mother when, in the extremes of sor-
row and annihilation, she makes the 
light of Christian hope shine in our 
sight, opening to us the serene hor-
izons that the virtue of confidence 
places before the eyes of all true chil-
dren of God.

Thus, even amid the infelicities 
of the contemporary context, Holy 
Church makes use of the vibrant and 
chaste joys of Easter to give us the 
triumphal certainty that God is the 
supreme Lord of all things, that His 
Christ is the King of Glory, who has 
conquered death and crushed the 
devil, that His Church is a Queen of 
immense majesty, capable of arising 
from any ruins, of dispelling every 
darkness and shining with the most 
brilliant triumph at the very moment 
when the most terrible, the most ir-
remediable defeat seemed to await 
her. 

The joy and sorrow of the soul 
inevitably stem from love. Man re-
joices when he has what he loves, 
and grieves when what he loves is 
lacking.

Contemporary man pours out all 
his love into superficial things, and 
so he is only moved by events that 
play out on the surface – on that sur-
face closest to his little person. Thus, 
he is primarily engrossed with his 
own personal and superficial misfor-
tunes: his declining health, failing fi-
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The greater the 
setbacks, the greater 
will be the courage 
of the faithful soul; 
the more terrible the 
blows he receives, 
the greater his 
determination to fight
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preceded it and those that followed – 
we can draw certain lessons. 

The man moulded according to 
the spirit of the Divine Master, the 
man who responds to the graces 
obtained by Mary’s entreaties, 
the faithful man who entire-
ly obeys the will of God and 
whose soul is hewn by the doc-
trine of the Church, this man 
enjoys such an inner strength 
that no disaster, ruin or sad-
ness, no persecution or misery 

can cast him down and deter him 
from his apostolic course. 

On the contrary, the greater the 
setbacks, the greater his courage; 

the more unexpected and untimely 
the defeats, the greater his will to re-
act; the more terrible the blows he re-
ceives, the greater his determination 
to keep on fighting. 

And if he happens to fall prostrate 
in battle, God, who watches over him 
and his spiritual descendants, will see 
to it that disciples be born, from his ex-
ample and his teaching, who continue 
his work. And so, from glory to glory, 
step by step, but from sorrow to sor-
row, from suffering to suffering, it is 
possible to erect works of unimagin-
able magnitude and beauty. 

But these works, born of suffering, 
fidelity, constancy and the complete 
gift of self so that God can carry out 
His will for humanity, are also born 
of devotion to Our Lady and union 
with Her, which brings us graces that 
are unspeakably powerful, profound 
and invigorating.

Joy that prepares us for new trials 

Another lesson given us by Our 
Lord’s triumph over death comes from 
the joyful celebrations that commem-
orate it. 

The pomp of the splendid and bril-
liant Liturgy of the Easter Vigil and 
Resurrection Sunday tell us of all the 
legitimate and even glorious joys that 
a member of the faithful can enjoy in 
his life. 

as lightly and swiftly as a cloud. And 
He arose.

Likewise, the immortal Church 
may appear to be abandoned, be-
smirched, persecuted. She may lie, 
seemingly defeated under the sepul-
chral weight of the most grievous 
trials. But within herself she has an in-
terior and supernatural strength that 
comes from God, and that assures her 
of a victory whose splendour is com-
mensurate with its unexpectedness 
and totality.

This is the great lesson of today, 
the great consolation for upright men 
who love God’s Church above all else:

Christ died and rose again.
The immortal Church rises again 

from her trials, glorious like Christ, 
in the radiant dawn of His Resurrec-
tion. 

Taken from: Easter.  
In: Legionário. São Paulo.  

Year XVIII. No.660  
(April 1, 1945); p.2

Moreover, the mission and the 
labours of the converted Apos-
tles teach us that there is no joy that 
leads the faithful man astray from the 
path of suffering; there is no happi-
ness that makes him soft, that diverts 
him from the austerity with which 
he treads the path of Heaven. On the 
contrary, since this joy is the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit, man comes out of this 
day of celebration and glory better 
disposed to endure all the humilia-
tions, all the sorrows and all the sacri-
fices necessary for the great salvation 
battle that lies before him. 

For this reason, as we celebrate 
Easter, we must ask the risen Jesus, 
through Our Lady’s mediation, for 
the strength of spirit needed so that 
no trial will lead us to despair, nor 
any glory to laxity. 

Thus, following this path of suffer-
ings that do not lead to discourage-
ment and of triumphs that do not 
diminish our vigilance, we shall at 
last reach the imperishable glory of 
Heaven, by the grace of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer, and by 
the entreaties of Mary Most Holy, our 
Mother, to whose prayers we owe so 
much. 

Taken, with slight adaptations, 
from: Dr. Plinio.  

São Paulo. Year XI.  
No.120 (March, 2008); p.18-21

The Resurrected Christ -  
Cathedral of Santa Maria la Real,  

Pamplona (Spain)
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The Jordan of Grace
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lj “There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John…” These words, divinely inspired, seem to be 
renewed in every historical period. And so it was in the era 
that received the founder of the Lasallians.

an’s life is like the field 
grasses that fourish in 
the morning but with-
er away in the even-

ing; its memory passes like a garment 
that is changed (cf. Ps 90:6; 102:26). 
But there are those who leave an in-
delible wake behind them, marking 
the centuries: the Saints. And among 
this glorious train of souls we find the 
founders, who perpetuate their mem-
ory in the spiritual sons and daugh-
ters who uphold fidelity to the origin-
al charism.

St. John Baptist de La Salle, 
founder of the Brothers of the Chris-
tian Schools, shines in history’s firma-
ment with this crown. His work, aimed 
at the education of the underprivileged 
social classes, evokes the outstand-
ing degree of charity and humility that 
characterized him. By a tree’s fruit, 
we can deduce the quality of the seed 
from which it sprang. 

But the conditions under which a 
seed germinates is often marked with 
perils and untold sufferings. The par-
able of the sower, viewed from a dif-
ferent perspective, can serve to illus-

trate this aspect of the life of found-
ers: they are all the word of God for 
their time, sown among men by the 
divine farmer; but growth entails 
struggles, renunciations and sacrifi-
ces. Often the seed does not fall dir-
ectly on good soil, but has to face all 
the topographies destined for it by the 
Divine Master. 

This was the case with St. John 
Baptist de La Salle and the work he 
founded. 

France’s Baptismal font, 
John Baptist’s cradle

Among the many glories that the 
French city of Reims can claim is the 
fact that it witnessed the birth of a 
new John the Baptist on April 30, 
1651.

This place, which had become the 
baptismal font of France when Clovis 
received his first of the Sacraments 
there around 498, and the main-
stay of French faith when St. Joan of 
Arc saw Charles VII crowned there 
in 1429, also served as cradle to the 
man who would baptize countless 
French children “with the Holy Spir-

it” (Mk 1:8) in the troubled times 
that lay ahead.

John Baptist, the firstborn of 
Louis de La Salle and Nicolasa Moët, 
enjoyed a childhood that unfolded in 
the midst of an affectionate family, 
piety and study. A favourite pastime 
of this child was to build oratories 
and imitate the sacred rites, in a do-
mestic atmosphere enveloped in the 
tenderness of his parents and the viv-
acity of siblings. As a student, he dis-
played brilliant capacity.

Canon of Rheims and 
theology student 

The boy’s prominence in the aca-
demic world opened to him the of-
fice of canon of Reims at an early 
age. On Easter Sunday, 1666, he had 
performed masterfully at a literature 
competition and awards ceremony 
held at his school. His eloquence 
had drawn the attention of the elder-
ly Peter Dozet, secretary and canon 
of Reims, prompting him to cede his 
canonry to the Saint who was then 
only fifteen years of age, and had 
just received the tonsure.

st. John Baptist de la salle 
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It was a prestigious post, but a 
burdensome one. As a member of the 
Chapter, he was obliged to partici-
pate in choir prayer: three long per-
iods of official prayer in the name of 
the Church. His condition as a stu-
dent exempted him from this duty 
on most days, but not from attending 
the various administrative meetings, 
participating in processions and fill-
ing several other duties.

 In 1670, three years into his canon-
icate, he entered the Parisian semin-
ary of St. Sulpice and went on to study 
at Sorbonne University. John Bap-
tist was following a steady course to-
ward the priesthood for which he had 
longed since childhood, and a bright 
future. However, Divine Providence 
had other plans for him.

In the year following his move to 
the French capital, upsetting news ar-
rived: in July 1671, his mother died, 
followed by her husband nine months 
later. John Baptist had to leave the 
seminary and take his studies back to 
Reims, where his status as firstborn 
obliged him care for his orphaned 
siblings.

There, besides the administration 
of the patrimony entrusted to him, 

he continued his studies and received 
priestly ordination in 1678, in his 
home town.

A clearly discerned call

In that historical context, much of 
the clergy was contaminated by a cer-
tain tepidity and laxity in their apos-
tolic motivation. They sought favour 
with the nobles and well-to-do, to the 
neglect of the humbler classes. As a 
result, entire multitudes of children 
were lacking any religious formation 
whatsoever.

On the other hand, a movement 
was now afoot in some French towns 
to found charity schools dedicated to 

Among the glories  
of the city  
of Rheims is that  
of having smiled 
upon the first  
years of a new  
St. John Baptist 

Cathedral of Rheims in 1722, by Pierre-Denis 
Martin - National Museum of the Castle of 
Versailles (France); previous page, St. John 
Baptist de La Salle - St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome

these little ones, especially the poor 
and orphaned. The man behind this 
initiative, Mr. Adrian Nyel, was head-
ed for Reims, intent on organizing a 
similar establishment there. Hearing 
rumour of the young canon’s virtue, he 
decided to seek his help. 

Fr. de La Salle allied himself to 
this labour, but was not long in noti-
cing his companion’s superficial 
character. Nyel insisted on crisscross-
ing France in pursuit of new foun-
dations without adequately securing 
those already begun. 

That nascent work resembled a 
seed that fell by the wayside. Nyel was 
the bird who took it up and brought it 
to the ground chosen by God but then 
continued in free flight across the 
skies… 

In the meantime, the Saint’s pro-
found spirit saw the need to provide 
the teachers with solid religious for-
mation before launching into ventures 
that could not sustain themselves. 
From this motion of grace, and after 
much prayer, Fr. de La Salle began to 
draw up the first outlines of the dar-
ing enterprise that he perceived to be 
his vocation: the founding a Religious 
Order.
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Nevertheless, Providence did not 
yet wish to plant the seed in fertile 
soil. It would first have to begin its 
growth in stony ground…

The religious congregation 
is established

After a short period of commun-
ity life with an emerging group of 
disciples, the first disagreements and 
dissatisfactions arose. It fell to the 
founder to sift through that group, 
realizing that many who had joined 
his project only sought to belong to a 
teaching body and had never so much 
as considered embracing a religious 
vocation. 

But even after this purification, 
his followers still harboured a point 
of reticence regarding him: the Saint 
had invited them to live entirely in 
the hands of Providence, depend-
ent on alms or the meagre profits 
the schools yielded, while he him-
self kept a prestigious social stand-
ing and received income pertaining 
to his canonicate.

When he perceived the problem, 
the Saint did not hesitate: he decided 
to renounce his position and patri-
mony, and to give all he had to the 
poor. Some advised him against it on 
the grounds that his income was one 
of the community’s means of sub-
sistence, but Fr. de La Salle placed 
his entire trust in God.

The internal cleansing and the 
founder’s resignation marked a new 
phase for the establishment of a true 
religious congregation. That stony 
terrain had become fertile soil for 
the seed to begin germinating.

Expansion and  
persecutions

Once their characteristic habit 
had been instituted, the name Broth-
ers of the Christian Schools had 
been defined, and the first rules had 
been established, the work began to 
expand rapidly, but at the price of 
great suffering. In fact, on emerging 

from the soil, the sprout would only 
see the light through thorns. It would 
have to overcome them if the sap 
was to acquire vigour and stability.

As word spread about the exist-
ence of free schooling, lay teach-
ers began to feel threatened. Some 
families who could barely afford to 
keep their children in the conven-
tional learning establishments pre-
ferred to transfer them to the charity 
institutions, which meant an increas-
ing loss to mainstream teachers. The 
problem generated several lawsuits 
against the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools, to which the founder had to 
patiently respond.

Meanwhile, the work advanced 
and developed: in 1691, two large-
scale retreats were held; in 1692, the 
novitiate was founded; in 1694, the 
first profession of perpetual vows 
took place, and the rule was set and 
defined. The institution had taken 
the stature of an imposing religious 
congregation, but not everyone was 
pleased about it… 

In 1702, there were a few cases of 
brothers applying over overly severe 
punishments to transgressing nov-
ices. Some members of the clergy 
who harboured hostility towards St. 
John Baptist de La Salle pounced on 
this, alleging the Saint to be the one 
responsible for ordering such penal-
ties to be imposed.

Incited by these detractors, Car-
dinal Louis Antoine de Noailles 
made the decision to remove him 
from the office of superior and re-
place him with a priest unfamiliar 
with the foundational charism. The 
founder was informed that he was 
deposed, with the order to summon 
all the brothers of Paris to an assem-
bly at which they would learn of the 
new measures.

On December 3, the spiritual sons 
of St. John Baptist de La Salle gath-
ered, unaware of the terrible news 
they had been convoked to hear 
from the lips of the Cardinal’s en-

His mission was to 
found an Order for 
the education of the 
poor classes; the seed 
fell on fertile ground 
and took root, thanks 
to the founder’s zeal 

St. John Baptist de La Salle distributes 
his goods among the poor, professes the 
vows together with the first brothers and 
receives the visit of the Archbishop of 
Rouen, by G. Gagliardi
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1 GALLEGO, Saturnino. Vida y pensamien-
to de San Juan Bautista de La Salle. Ma-
drid: BAC, 1986, v.I, p.362.

2 Idem, p.552.

He drank the 
bitter chalice of 
persecution until the 
end; the institution, 
watered with the 
blood of the founder, 
yeilded much more 
than a hundredfold

voy. When the draconian decision 
was pronounced, they immediately 
raised a unanimous cry of indigna-
tion: “We have a superior freely 
chosen by us; we can accept none 
else […]. If you wish to establish 
a superior, bring the subordin-
ates as well; we withdraw.”1 

The brothers’ intransigence 
won the victory. The new su-
perior was limited to an “ex-
ternal” capacity, similar to the 
role of a chaplain, and rendered 
powerless to alter the charism. 
The founder carried on as the ef-
fective superior.

However, in 1709 another ordeal 
began. The harsh winter had turned 
France’s humbler classes of into a 
mob of beggars, and the brothers 
were also affected: hunger gripped 
most of their communities and sev-
eral brothers fell seriously ill. The 
grand novitiate, founded four years 
earlier in Saint-Yon, was unable to 
muster dignified living conditions 
and had to be transferred to Paris.

Final battles

In 1717, the second General Chap-
ter was convened, in which the first 
Superior General – Br. Bartholo-
mew – was officially nominated at 
the founder’s request, and the initial 
rule was revised. At that time, the 
community was reaching its matur-
ity: “it had its own habit; it affirmed 
its lay state; the members professed 
three perpetual vows and there were 
suitable rules; the declared field of 
ecclesial apostolate was provid-
ing comprehensive education in 
the Christian schools; free educa-
tion was considered indispensable; 
the community had an established 
hierarchy.”2

The founder would remain in re-
collection in Saint-Yon from then 
on, acting as confessor to the com-
munity and entirely obedient to the 
established superior. While his bod-
ily health waned with each passing 

day, his soul likened him more and 
more to the Angels.

The seed was now well set in fer-
tile ground, the stones had crumbled 
and the thorns had been overcome; 
but for the fruit to reach full size, the 
seed had to die…

Enroute to the summit of his cal-
vary, in his debilitated physical state 
a few days before death, the Saint re-
ceived an envoy from the local Arch-
bishop informing him that he had 
been suspended from the use of holy 

orders and was thereby even forbid-
den to hear the brothers’ Confes-

sions. It does not seem unlikely that 
the measure was due to old or new 
calumnies… St. John Baptist de 
La Salle drank this bitter chalice 
without complaint.

On April 7, 1719, having re-
ceived the Sacraments, he sur-
rendered his soul to God only 
a few days short of his sixty-
eighth birthday. The seed had 
utterly perished and from it 

would spring up a lush tree in the 
sacred garden of the Church. 

The work “post mortem”

The saint’s glorification followed 
shortly upon his death: in 1724 the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools re-
ceived civil sanction and, the follow-
ing year, the pontifical approval so 
long desired by the founder during his 
lifetime, from the hands of Pope Ben-
edict XIII. In 1888, Leo XIII beatified 
him, canonizing him in 1900. And, in 
1950, Pius XII proclaimed him Patron 
of Educators.

Founded on firm rock and watered 
with the blood of its founder, the insti-
tute has produced much more than a 
hundredfold. After treading the most 
arduous paths – it was suppressed dur-
ing the French Revolution, practical-
ly expelled from French territory in 
1904, and lost the lives of 165 broth-
ers to religious persecution in Spain – 
its members now number in the thou-
sands, spread over five continents.

But countless are the souls who 
have found their way to Heaven 
through the work of the Lasallians – 
a true Jordan of grace, in whose wat-
ers a new John the Baptist glorified 
Christ. 

St. John Baptist de La Salle, by Pierre 
Léger - La Salle Museum, Rome

LaSalle.org
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In the 8th century, the seed of future Catholic Spain languished In the 8th century, the seed of future Catholic Spain languished 
under infidel yoke, but a handful of the faithful rose up against under infidel yoke, but a handful of the faithful rose up against 
subjugation and changed the course of history.subjugation and changed the course of history.

onformism… A deplorable 
mentality at the root of so 
many disasters throughout 
history! It turned Lot’s wife 

into a statue of salt (cf. Gn 19:26), it 
led Aaron to make a golden calf at the 
foot of Horeb (cf. Ex 32:1-6), it brought 
divine reproof upon the piest Heli (cf. 
1 Sm 2:30-34), and it caused Solomon 
to fall headlong into idolatry (cf. 1 Kgs 
11:1-8). However, such errors high-
light an important truth: there can be 
no union between justice and iniquity, 
no fellowship between light and dark-
ness, no compatibility between Christ 
and Belial (cf. 2 Cor 6:14b-15). 

For, whoever consents to enter into 
accord with ungodliness soon sinks 
into the mire of the same vices. But 
those who, in the face of declared evil, 
raise their act of indignation to Heaven 
and are ready to fight for the triumph 
of virtue, become authentic heroes 
prepared to win, for God, the victory, 
honour, glory and power that He is 
worthy to receive (cf. Rv 5:12-13).

Owing to the infinite merits of the 
Most Precious Blood of Christ, many 
cries of non-conformity have also 
echoed down the centuries, to the de-
light and enthusiasm of the righteous. 
One of them came from what remained 
of future Spain in the 8th century: the 
Battle of Covadonga, whose 13th cen-
tenary we commemorate this year. 

The Iberian Peninsula taken  
by the Moors

In 711, the Iberian Peninsula was 
at a critical juncture. The rivalries and 
disputes existing between its various 
kingdoms led some rulers to resort to 
the help of the Muslims who, in the 
impetus of their initial expansions, al-
ready dominated North Africa. Thus 
summoned, they crossed the Straits of 
Gibraltar without great difficulty, and 
soon began to seize cities as they went. 

Conquest was rapid and easy. The 
Spanish nobles, blind and obstinate in 
their quarrels, “made agreements with 
[the invaders], opened the gates of the 
cities to them and placed large and rich 
territories in their hands. They naively 
imagined that Tariq [the Muslim gen-
eral] would not stay long in Spain and 
that, once his craving for spoils had 
been satisfied, he would return to his 
land.”1 The result, however, was dev-
astating: with the exception of a few 
Christian communities in the moun-
tains of Asturias and near the Pyren-
ees, the whole peninsula was eventu-
ally annexed to the Islamic empire and 
subjugated through pillaging, arson 
and murder.

The reasons behind the Arabs’ set-
tling in those lands was not merely 
political. What they really wanted was 
to impose their own creed and societ-
al system – at the point of the sword. 

To do so, they did not delay in oppress-
ing and even persecuting the Span-
ish Christians, who were reduced to 
oppressive conditions: although they 
could keep their religion, they were 
forbidden to build new churches, to 
preach the Faith, to engage in public 
worship, to bear arms… not to men-
tion the obligatory payment of heavy 
tributes. 

At this crossroads, many Span-
iards denied their Faith and defected 
to Islam for the sake of convenience. 
Others remained Christians, but did 
not dare declare war on the impiety 
that had been established. Often, the 
prelates themselves prompted the 
Catholics to adapt to the new circum-
stances, thus goading their sheep to 
capitulation. 

Nevertheless, in northern Spain, 
a handful of faithful, inflamed with 
holy intransigence, rose up to change 
the course of history!

First acts of resistance

They united two groups in this re-
gion, who were ready to confront 
Mohammedan dominion: the Goths, 
who had previously reigned in that ter-
ritory and wished to recover their vio-
lated rights, and the local mountain 
folk, who were unwilling to accept the 
presence of the invading infidels and 
refused to pay the tax they levied.
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Of course, these few men were 
incapable of facing the numerous, 
disciplined and well-trained Muslim 
troops. However, the spirit and daring 
of a man named Pelayo achieved the 
seemingly impossible. 

Sparing no effort, he assembled 
the leaders of the region and showed 
them who their enemies were. He 
condemned the ignominious submis-
sion displayed until then and man-
aged to instil courage in the Astur-
ians, moving them to take up the 
fight. For his zeal, he was elected 
commander of the resistance. 

As soon as they heard of his elec-
tion, the Moors sent a mighty army 
against the Asturias under the com-
mand of Alkama. Don Pelayo, in turn, 
gathered his men and took refuge in 
Covadonga. 

Trusting in heavenly aid

Located inside Mount Auseva, 
Covadonga was a kind of spacious, 
natural cave. According to ancient 
tradition, the place was dedicated 
to Our Lady since the time prior to 
Arab invasion, and its name is pos-
sibly a variation of the Latin expres-
sion cova dominica, or cave of the 
Lady. “There Pelayo withdrew with 
as many soldiers as could fit into 
that crude enclosure, positioning the 
rest of his men on the heights and in 
the forests that close and confine the 
valley watered by the River Deva, 
and there he calmly waited for the 
enemy.”2

The choice of this battlefield was 
strategic for the Christian warriors. In 
the cave, they would be protected by 
the rocks and would have a sweeping 
view of their adversaries’ movements. 
Moreover, the terrain before them was 
steep and almost impassable, and too 
narrow for all the enemy troops. It 
was the ideal place for ambush, Pelayo 
could clearly see, but Alkama and his 
men knew nothing.

The Christians were far from put-
ting their trust in this advantage, 

though. They were counting 
above all on the assistance of the 
Virgin Mary, whose protec-
tion would be decisive for 
the victory!

Miraculous victory

Due to the conditions 
of the terrain, Alkama 
only succeeded in bring-
ing a limited number of 
troops to the cave, pro-
portionate to the num-
ber of Don Pelayo’s con-
tingent. The rest of the 
troops were exposed to 
attack by the Christians 
lurking in the hills that 
flanked them…

No sooner had 
the battle begun than 
supernatural aid 
made itself felt: the 
arrows aimed at the 
cave struck the rocks 
and ricocheted back upon the bow-
men! While this was taking place, the 
Christians hurled great stones and 
heavy tree trunks at the infidels from 
the hilltops. 

The belief that God was fighting 
for them bolstered the courage and 
faith of the Asturians. They remained 
steadfast at their posts until the army 
of Alkama lost heart. The Arab gen-
eral fled with his soldiers, many of 
whom fell victim to the Christians 
who sallied from the hillside pass-
es existing in that narrow valley. The 
Muslim chronicles themselves detail 
the magnitude of the defeat their men 
suffered… For, in the end, victory be-
longed to God and to Our Lady!

The Reconquest had begun!

On that day, the Moors sustained 
their first setback in the Iberian Pen-
insula. After that, many other Span-
iards resolved to join forces with Don 
Pelayo and, in that small region of 
Asturias, a staunch core of resistance 
to Islam was formed.

Eight hun-
dred years later, 

the entire penin-
sula would finally be 

liberated from the yoke 
of the Crescent, thanks 
to that first impulse 
of intransigence that 
caught fire among the 
Asturians. This was 
undoubtedly the de-
cisive act of fidel-
ity that obtained, for 
God and for Chris-
tendom, the recon-
quest of Spain.

 “Save me, 
Holy Queen!”

The wisdom 
of the Church, 
which reaches 
out to sinners, 
seeking to draw 
them out of the 

mire of sin and attract them to the 
path of truth, continuously invites 
us to love virtue and all its mani-
festations with a perfect charity 
and, consequently, to execrate evil 
with total radicality. 

However, since we are conceived in 
original sin, it is understandable that 
we often feel the weight of sluggish-
ness, indifference or laziness drag-
ging us into conformism… Whenever 
this happens, let us have recourse to 
Mary’s maternal aid: the true source 
of Don Pelayo’s valour. She will not 
abandon us in our spiritual struggles! 
On the contrary, She will always be 
within audible range of a simple cry: 
“Save me, Holy Queen!” 

1 MARTÍN HERNÁNDEZ, Francisco; 
MARTÍN DE LA HOZ, José Carlos. His-
toria de la Iglesia en España. Madrid: 
Palabra, 2009, p.44.

2 GRACIA NORIEGA, José Ignacio. Don 
Pelayo, el rey de las montañas. Madrid: 
La Esfera de los Libros, 2006, p.155.

Don Pelayo - Shrine of Covadonga 
(Spain); on previous page,  

Our Lady’s cave

An act of fidelity obtained from 
God the reconquest of Spain
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Whether recollecting herself to celebrate the Passion 
of the Lord or rejoicing in the Resurrection, Dona 
Lucilia helped to place those around her in a Catholic 
perspective of genuine equilibrium.

ona Lucilia’s conform-
ity with the spirit of 
the Church made her a 
loyal fulfiller of its re-

ligious practices. In those bygone 
days of the 1920s, still fragranced 
with the sweet aroma of St. Pius X’s 
beneficial presence on the Pontifical 
Throne, she loved the sacral splen-
dour with which the Liturgy im-
bued the solemn commemorations 
of the principal mysteries of the 
Faith. The faithful took part in these 
celebrations, whether by practicing 
the devotions recommended by the 
Church, or attending the divine of-
fices. Dona Lucilia piously partici-
pated as far as her delicate health 
permitted.

But she did not limit herself to this. 
At home, she endeavoured to create 
an atmosphere in keeping with the 
feasts of the liturgical calendar. Such 
was the case with Good Friday and 
Easter.

“See how He is weeping  
for you”

During Holy Week, for instance, 
Catholic families traditionally draped 
their statues and crucifixes in purple, 
as in church. The children refrained 
from playing, and the adults from 

amusements. Most people dressed in 
mourning and everyone spoke in low 
voices as a sign of sorrow for Our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s Passion and Death.

Gathering the little ones around 
her, Dona Lucilia explained the sta-
tions of the Passion to them with all 
seriousness, helping them understand 
the dreadful consequences of sin. To 
move her young listeners to compas-
sion for Our Lord, she showed them 
devotional pictures, and with words 
geared to a child’s comprehension, 
she said:

“See how He is weeping for you. 
He is also weeping for others, be-
cause He suffered for everyone.”

On Good Friday she gathered all 
the family members of the household, 
and at three in the afternoon, she or-
ganized a prayer vigil before a cruci-
fix she had inherited from her dear 
father.

Dona Lucilia opened the vigil 
by leading the Litany of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, followed by the Lit-
any of Our Lady. Then she interceded 
for the souls of all deceased relatives; 
she did not forget a single one. These 
vocal prayers were alternated with si-
lent prayer, during which everyone 
remained recollected. No one thought 
of leaving.

The vigil over, Dona Lucilia left 
the candle burning next to the cruci-
fix until it was nearly consumed. On 
the following day, after a brief prayer, 
she wrapped the holy image of the Re-
deemer in silk paper and put it away in 
a drawer for the next year.

After the sombreness of Holy 
Week, starting from noon on Holy 
Saturday, the triumphant joys of the 
Resurrection began and she strove 
to have the children experience this 
joy. On street corners, boys could 
be seen carrying out the tradition-
al scorning of Judas, in retaliation 
for his thousand-times-infamous be-
trayal of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Also on Holy Saturday, Dona Lu-
cilia organized the following day’s 
excursion and would always oversee 
the preparation of an assortment of 
treats and sweets for the children to 
enjoy.

Easter Sunday  
in Antarctica Park

As the sun rose on the Easter Sun-
day of 1915 or 1916, the day promised 
to be one of innocence and happi-
ness. It was the family custom every 
year to take the children to the park 
for an Easter picnic, and the night be-
fore Dona Lucilia had filled a wicker 

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP
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The crucifix before which Dona Lucilia 
would gather the family on Good Fridays

Gathering the 
little ones around 
her, Dona Lucilia 
explaind to them 
the steps of the 
Passion of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ
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hamper with Easter eggs, drinks, and 
sandwiches.

The front door of the Ribeiro dos 
Santos mansion opened, and, under 
the watchful eye of the governess-
es, a throng of children poured into 
several taxis, which carried them in 
a clamorous cavalcade through the 
tranquil streets of Campos Elíseos. 
Dona Lucilia would go along, adding 
a touch of watchful calmness. She 
generally chose Antarctica Park for 
the open-air revelry.

Arriving at the park, the children 
were at their liberty to run about the 
grounds, under the shade of towering 
trees. As the little ones dispersed, the 
governesses, following Dona Lu-
cilia’s instructions, hid the de-
licious sandwiches amidst the 
foliage – with fillings of Por-
tuguese sardines, pork loin, 
ham and cheese with sliced 
hard-boiled egg – as well 
as the chocolate and sugar 
candy Easter eggs wrapped 
in silver foil. These hollow 
candy eggs were filled with a 
pleasant surprise of bonbons. 
When everything was ready, 
Dona Lucilia called the children 
to come and discover the goodies, 
and they happily came running.

The lively hunt began. Plinio, not 
an enthusiast of races, lagged be-
hind, reasoning to himself: “Mama 
will know the way out.” The others 
searched eagerly for the hidden deli-
cacies, proclaiming their first discov-
eries with cries of glee. As Dona Lu-
cilia watched the childish exuberance 
with pleasure, Plinio turned to her 
and asked:

“Tell me, Mama dear, where are 
they hidden?”

She lovingly answered:
“Filhão, you need to look for 

them!” [Filhão is the augmentative 
of filho – son, meaning, literally, “big 
son.” Dona Lucilia frequently used it 
as a term of endearment for Dr. Plin-
io. –Trans.] 

In his usually emphatic way, he 
said again:

“Mama, I can’t see those eggs! 
Please tell me where they are, be-
cause I am not finding them…”

Then she encouraged him:
“Keep looking! Look over there a 

little.”
At last, Plinio discovered a collec-

tion of goodies – all of his favourites. 
Indeed, they had been hidden there 
especially for him. He hugged and 
kissed Dona Lucilia as a sign of fil-
ial gratitude, and then she affection-
ately bid him:

“Now go and play, my son.”

A captivating aura of  
sublimity

Dona Lucilia’s placid seren-
ity amidst that innocent fun 
taught the children to seek joy 
only in those forms of pleas-
ure that produce and main-
tain a stable, calm, moder-
ate and cheerful well-be-
ing. This was not to be ex-
changed for anything that 
brought agitation, even if it 

offered a type of pseudo-joy.
She was opposed to all 

feverish or frantic ways. Her 
balanced temperament favoured 

this, being a veritable reflection of 
order, and always upright in its en-
joyment.

As a result, her soul sought beauti-
ful and marvellous things, creating an 
aura of sublimity around her. Witness-
es from that time readily claim that 
there was a certain atmosphere in the 
room when Dona Lucilia was present, 
and that it changed completely when 
she left. 

This explains why the children of 
the family cherished her company. 

Taken, with slight adaptations,  
from: Dona Lucilia.  

Città del Vaticano-Nobleton: LEV;  
Heralds of the Gospel, 2013, 

p.193-197

After a little while he insisted:
“But, I don’t see anything, Mama.”
Then, looking toward one of the 

hiding spots, she said with a smile:
“Filhão, see what you find over 

there.”
Confident that the maternal advice 

was setting him on the right path, he 
followed the direction of Dona Lu-
cilia’s eyes. She remained seated, 
watching him. If he did not manage 
to find the desired treats, she would 
go over to him.
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Mexico – More than five hundred people consecrated themselves to the Blessed Virgin in St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish, in Mexico City, on February 19. The preparation for the Spanish-speaking faithful was made through the 
online course given by Fr. Manuel Rodríguez Sancho.
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Brazil – The solemn consecrations to Our Lady according to the method of St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort are 
on the increase across this country, as a result of the course offered by Fr. Ricardo Basso, EP, on the Reconquest 
Catholic Formation Platform, of the Heralds of the Gospel. Above, the ceremonies held in Lumen Maris House, in 
Ubatuba (SP), in the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the old mother church of Rio de Janeiro; and the house 
of the Heralds in Belo Horizonte.

UbatubaUbatuba UbatubaUbatuba

Belo HorizonteBelo HorizonteRio de JaneiroRio de Janeiro
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Colombia – Numerous consecrations to Our Lady were held from February 19-20 in the Church of Our Lady of 
the Rosary of Fatima, in Tocancipá (left).  Over the same weekend there was also a well-attended consecration 
ceremony in the chapel of the house of the Heralds of Medellín (right).
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Spain – The main cities of this nation continue to welcome the ceremonies of consecration to the Mother of God. They 
unite faithful from all areas of the country, followers of the online course offered in Spanish. The photos feature the 
ceremonies held in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, in Madrid; in the Parish of Our Lady of La 
O, in Seville; in the Royal Parish of St. Michael and St. Sebastian, in Valencia; in the Chapel of Afonso II, the Chaste, in 
the Cathedral of Oviedo; and at St. Joseph House of Formation and Spirituality in Cartagena.

MadridMadrid SevilleSeville

CartagenaCartagenaOviedoOviedoValenciaValencia
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Nova Friburgo (RJ) – At the request of Diocesan Bishop, Most Rev. Luiz Antônio Lopes Ricci, the Heralds particpated 
in the commemoration for World Religion Day held in the cathedral (left). Days later, Fr. João Carlos Fidelis de Moura, 
EP, administered Confirmation for 20 members of the faithful in the Oratory of Our Lady of Fatima (centre and right).
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Franco da Rocha (SP) – At the request of the mayor of the municipality, Dr. Nivaldo Santos, Fr. Aumir Scomparin, 
EP, and members of the Heralds of the Gospel distributed food supplies to families affected by the strom that 
destroyed many homes in mid-February.

Caieiras (SP) – On January 28, Most Rev. Benedito Beni dos Santos presided over the Holy Mass for the opening 
of the academic year for the Major Seminary of the Heralds of the Gospel, celebrated in the Basilica of Our Lady of 
the Rosary. More than a hundred students participated in the liturgical act.
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Ecuador – With enthusiasm, two sisters of the feminine sector were welcomed at the fondly remembered Apostolic 
Vicariate of Sucumbíos. Over several weeks they visited the homes of the region, carrying a statue of the Infant 
Jesus and a shrine of Our Lady of Fatima.
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Guatemala – Visits with the statue of the Christ Child to the Margarita Cruz Ruiz Home during the Christmas 
novena (photo 1), evangelizing activities with children at the La Montaña Residence (photos 2 and 3), musical 
presentation at Villa of Guadalupe Parish (photo 4), and the visit with the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary to the migraction sector of the National Air Forces (photo 5), are among some of the most recent activities 
carried out by the feminine sector of the Heralds of the Gospel in the country.
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Consecration of Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary

In a statement released on February 
24, the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of Ukraine, in response to the 
country’s current situation, urged the 
clergy to pray the Act of Consecration 
of Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary after every Holy Mass.

In the document, the Ukrainian 
Bishops stress that this time of trial 
should be an opportunity for recon-
ciliation with God, and they encour-
age the faithful to seek the Sacrament 
of Penance and the Eucharist more 
conscientiously, as well as to pray the 
Rosary together, pleading for divine 
protection.

Twenty-three priests ordained  
in Seoul

On 28 January, the Archdiocese 
of Seoul ordained twenty-three new 
priests, three of whom belong to the 
International Catholic Missionary So-
ciety of Seoul, an entity committed to 
sending missionaries to Latin Amer-
ica. Metropolitan Archbishop Peter 
Chung Soon-Taick OCD who presided 
at the celebration emphasized that this 
is a sure sign that the Church in Korea 
has become a “Church of giving,” 
ready to assume a mission beyond its 
borders. The country thus progressed 
from evangelized to evangelizer.

South Korea is one of the Asian 
nations in which the Catholic Church 
has experienced greatest growth in 
this century, with an almost 50 per 
cent increase in the number of Cath-
olics in the last twenty years, main-

ly due to adult conversions. Today 
the country has 5.6 million Catholics, 
representing 11 per cent of the popu-
lation, a figure that in 1950 was only 
1 per cent. This reality is reflected in 
the flourishing local clergy, most of 
whom are young, in contrast with the 
vocations crisis in the West. 

our of Charlemagne, was celebrated 
at St. Bartholomew’s Cathedral in 
Frankfurt, once the site of corona-
tion for German emperors. The cere-
mony takes place every year on the 
last Saturday of January, commem-
orating the anniversary of the mon-
arch’s death.

The office consists of the Sequen-
tia Sancti Karoli, a Latin hymn dedi-
cated to the Emperor, and the chant 
of Lauds regiæ, an IX century com-
position with supplications to Our 
Lord Jesus Christ for the Church, the 
Pope, the Bishop, the German people 
and their rulers, followed by a solemn 
Mass. A foreign Bishop or Cardinal 
is usually invited to preside over the 
celebration. This year,  Archbishop 
Zbigņev Stankevičs, prelate of Riga 
in Latvia officiated.

Since 1176, Charlemagne has, with 
the permission of the Holy See, been 
venerated as Blessed in some cities 
in Germany, including Aachen and 
Osnabrück.

Statue of Our Lady 
withstands landslides

Countless reports of natural or man-
made disasters, including floods, vol-
canic eruptions, earthquakes, fires, 
illnesses, attacks and wars, have 
alarmed the world in recent times. 
In this climate of distress, the gentle 
and protective presence of the Vir-
gin Mary in her various invocations, 
has become more notable. Like a ray 
of hope, there are a growing num-
ber of instances in which statues 
of Mary remain intact in scenes of 
destruction.

One such episode occurred in Feb-
ruary after heavy rains devastated 
the city of Petrópolis, Rio de Janeiro, 
causing floods and landslides that 
left more than 200 people dead. Dur-
ing the tragedy, the population found 
spiritual encouragement in the pres-
ence of a small shrine of Our Lady 
of Graces that remained intact in one 
of the neighbourhoods most heavily 
hit by the storm. The statue has been 
there since 1973 and residents believe 
that her presence averted a far worse 
disaster. 

Frankfurt celebrates  
the feast of Charlemagne

On January 29, the traditional 
Karlsamt, a pontifical office in hon-

Discalced Carmelites  
decide to remain  
in Ukraine

The Discalced Carmelite nuns of 
the cities of Kiev and Kharkiv have 
embraced an admirable decision 
while war rages in Ukrainian terri-
tory. The General Curia of the Or-
der announced through social media 
that the sisters would remain in their 
monasteries, and asked for pray-
ers for them and for the Ukrainian 
people.

The nuns arrived in Ukraine in 
the 1990s to help through their pray-
er and presence in rebuilding Ukrain-



Isabel the Catholic  
Moves Closer to Beatification
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he cause for beatification of Isabel the 
Catholic, Queen of Castile and a great 

promoter of the evangelization of the Amer-
icas, is underway for several decades now, 
having begun in 1958 in the Diocese of Val-
ladolid, Spain, where the monarch died. 
Since then, over twenty volumes have been 
gathered with historical documentation and 
accounts of favours obtained through her 
intercession. In a recent declaration, Fr. José 
Luis Rubio Willen, responsible for the pro-
cess, stated that her elevation to the honour 
of the altars may be near.

Fr. Willen’s announcement came af-
ter the recognition by the Holy See of the 

first miracle attributed to the queen. It in-
volved the healing of a priest who was 
hospitalized and in coma, due to advanced 
pancreatic cancer. His family visited the 
tomb of the Catholic Kings in Granada, 
asking God for healing through Isabel, 
and the priest immediately recovered. 

The Isabel the Catholic Commission, 
which is promoting the cause for beati-
fication, continues to collect reports of 
graces obtained, such as the case of a 
young man from Rome who required sur-
gery for lung cancer. His operation was 
cancelled due to a cure attributed to the 
queen’s intervention.

ian society after the fall of the Soviet 
Union.

The Church gains another 
Doctor: St. Irenaeus of Lyon

The apostle of the Celts and Ger-
manics, and outstanding defender 
of Catholic doctrine, St. Irenaeus of 
Lyon, has received the title of Doctor 
of the Church, with the signed decree 
of January 21, conferring on him the 
title Doctor Unitatis.

Doctor of the Church is a title offi-
cially granted by the Catholic Church 
to certain Saints, recognizing them as 
eminent teachers of the Faith for the 
faithful of all times.

Originally from Asia Minor and 
a disciple of St. Polycarp of Smyr-
na, St. Irenaeus was Bishop of Lyon, 
France. In his writings, he clearly set 
forth the true doctrine and defended 
it against heretical attacks, especially 
those coming from Gnosticism, which 
threatened the Church in the second 
century. He died a martyr on June 28, 
202, during the persecution of Emper-
or Severus. 

Aparecida welcomes the 
pilgrimage of the Rosary for Men

Approximately twenty-five thou-
sand pilgrims participated in the 14th 
National Pilgrimage of the Rosary 

for Men to the Shrine of Aparecida, 
held from February 18-20. Most Rev. 
Gil Antônio Moreira, Archbishop of 
Juiz de Fora and the liaison from the 
CNBB for the movement, presided 
the opening Mass.

The central theme of the gathering 
was Walking with Mary, to live and 
grow in community, and its motto, 
In the Mother’s House we renew our 
missionary commitment. For Glay-
son Lozer, an organizer of the event, 
praying under the mantle of Our 
Lady of Aparecida, so emblematic of 
faith in Brazil, leads men to better ex-
ercise their roles in the family and in 
society.

Isabel of Castile, by Luis de 
Madrazo - Prado Museum, Madrid



Sr. Letícia de Sousa, EP

The Happiest Donkey  
in History

T
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story for Children... or for adults full of faith?

The little donkey’s heart beat faster... One of the men of that 
retinue began to gently pull his rope in whatever direction 
the Master indicated. Now he felt more noble than any 
spirited steed!

he ninth hour had already 
passed, and the sun still 
beat strongly upon the vil-
lage of Bethphage, situated 

on the outskirts of Bethany. The entire 
region was in the grip of drought and 
famine…

The sons of the honest farmer, Bar-
tholomew, were busy storing the hay 
in the barn and grinding the wheat that 

they had worked so hard to 
grow that year. 

Mark, the youngest of the family, had 
the task of delivering the flour to buy-
ers. He used to sing psalms as he mer-
rily loaded his little donkey with the 
sacks.

The donkey was a young and sturdy 
colt, who had never been mounted by 
anyone. He obeyed faithfully and did 
his very best to carry even the heavi-
est loads.

That evening, the poor donkey 
was quite tired… After enjoying a 
well-deserved measure of feed and 
some water, he was just about to rest 

for the next day’s labour.
“Goodness me! What a 
day! Lots of heavy loads 

to carry, donkey boy? 
What a hard life 
you have!” said the 
chatty hen.

“Yes ma’am! Am I ever tired!…”
No sooner had he finished the 

phrase than he felt the earth trem-
or beneath his hooves. A thick cloud 
of dust began to rise and Mama Hen 
cried out in despair:

“It must be the end of the world! 
I must hurry to gather all my little 
chicks under my wings! Farewell!”

As she darted off, the donkey colt 
dug his hooves into the ground, held 
his breath, shut his eyes tight and 
braced himself for whatever was about 
to happen. Then he heard a bellowing 
voice ring out:

“Halt!”
A large troop, marching down the 

road in perfect step, had just stopped 
in straight files right in front of Bar-
tholomew’s house. When the dust set-
tled, the donkey dared to open his eyes 
to see whether the world had actual-
ly ended… He was astonished to find 
what appeared to be a Roman legion 
on its way to Jerusalem. Amid that 
multitude of soldiers, he spotted some 
chariots pulled by strong and beautiful 
horses. 

The young donkey tied to a post 
said to himself:

“Wow! What an honour it must be 
to pull those carts that carry such high “Lots of heavy loads to carry? What a hard life you have!” said the hen
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war officials! That commander looks 
so distinguished. What an important 
man! The Jewish folk all step aside to 
let him pass. Oh, how magnificent!”

Then, after a deep sigh, he mused:
“Ah! If I were only a horse… And 

here I am, as much a donkey as ever. 
But God wanted it this way!”

That night, the poor creature  
dreamed about the glories of being 
a noble steed.

At the break of dawn, Mark took 
him out again to deliver flour-sacks. 
As he lumbered along, the donkey 
heard the sound of fifes and drums. 
A short while later, he caught sight 
of a group of oriental merchants. 
They had dozens of camels wear-
ing rich trappings and laden with pre-
cious wares. The group filed past the 
lowly little donkey, who exclaimed in 
wonderment:

“Just look at those camels! Look 
how elegantly they are dressed! Their 
harnesses are made of gold and sil-
ver… How marvellous! They remind 
me of the ones my grandmother used 
to tell us about, mounted by three wise 
gentlemen from the East some thirty 
years ago! Ah, if only I, too, could be 
ridden by wealthy oriental merchants 
wearing colourful robes and turbans, 
transporting rare stones and fine silks! 
But here I am, tied to this post…”

Lost in thought, the donkey pon-
dered:

“O my God and my Creator, how I 
would like to do something truly grand 
in my life! But I was born an ordinary 
donkey. May Thy will be done!”

And he carried on with his daily 
labour.

Later on, when he was finished his 
work for the day, there he was again, 
tied to the post by the door. But this 
time, two men suddenly walked up 
and begin to untie his rope without the 
slightest explanation.

“Oh dear,  what is going to become 
of me now? Perhaps these people are 
so hungry that they’ve decided to 
eat donkey meat. If you’re hungry 

His heart began to beat faster… 
One of the men of that retinue began 
to gently pull his rope in whatever 
direction the Master indicated. The 
little donkey felt more noble than any 
spirited steed! 

When they reached the gates of 
Jerusalem, they were met by a great 
crowd of people from all walks of life 
who were awaiting them anxiously. 
Some laid palm branches on the road; 
others waved them in the air to hail 
Jesus. They also spread their cloaks 
along the way so that the humble don-
key might step on them.

“Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!”

As the capes and fine textiles were 
extended on the ground ahead of him, 
the donkey felt a thrill. But he knew 
that the glory was not his, but belonged 
to the Redeemer seated upon him.

When the procession finished, 
Our Lord dismounted and entered the 
Temple. At the day’s end, the donkey 
was returned to his owner, who once 
again tied him to the post. The rest of 
his life revolved around that one day 
of glory. He was the happiest animal 
in the world, for he had received the 
grace of bearing on his back the King 
of the universe. 

enough, you could even make a meal 
of the likes of me! What am I to do?”

Then he sighed and added:
“May the will of God be done!!
When Mark, a short way off, saw 

the men about to take his beloved 
pack animal, he ran to stop them. But 
when he asked them why they were 
untying the colt, their mysterious re-
sponse somehow set him at ease:

“The Lord has need of him right 
now, but will soon bring him back.”

Without any objection, Mark let 
them take the donkey, who allowed 
himself to be led away with quiet re-
signation.  

After plodding a certain distance, 
he was brought to a stop before an im-
posing Man with a kindly manner. 
He opened his eyes wider for a better 
look and perked his long ears.

“This man is far superior to those 
Roman officials, and has no similar-
ity with those merchants on top of 
those camels. Actually, I have never 
seen anyone quite like Him!” 

To the donkey’s surprise, some 
people laid their cloaks on his back, 
and the man mounted him. It did 
not take long for the donkey to real-
ize that he was being ridden by Jesus 
of Nazareth, the Messiah awaited for 
centuries.

The rest of the little donkey’s life revolved around that one day of glory
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The SainTS of each Day ____________________________  april
1. Blessed Hugh of Bonnevaux, ab-

bot (†1194). Cistercian monk and 
nephew of St. Hugh of Grenoble; 
he was the broker of the treaty of 
Venice, which established peace 
between Pope Alexander III and 
Emperor Frederick I. 

2. St. Francis of Paola, hermit 
(†1507 Chateau de Plessis-les-
Tours - France).

Blessed Mary of St. Joseph, 
virgin (†1967). She founded the 
Congregation of the Augustin-
ian Recollect Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Maracay, 
Venezuela. 

3. 5th Sunday of Lent.
St. Sixtus I, Pope 

(†128). Roman by birth, 
he was the sixth succes-
sor of St. Peter. 
He ruled the 
Church dur-
ing the 
time of the 
Emperor 
Hadrian.

4. St. Isidore 
of Seville, 
bishop and 
Doctor of 
the Church 
(†636 Seville -  
Spain).

St. Gae-
tano Ca-
tanoso, priest 
(†1963). Par-
ish priest of 
the former 
Archdiocese of 
Reggio Calab-
ria, founder of the 
Congregation of 
the Daughters of 
Veronica of the 
Holy Face.

5. St. Vincent Ferrer, priest (†1419 
Vannes - France).

St. Juliana, virgin (†1258). 
Prioress of the Augustinian Mon-
astery of Mont-Cornillon in 
Liège, Belgium, she promoted the 
introduction of the Feast of Cor-
pus Christi.

6. Blessed Pierina Morosini, virgin 
and martyr (†1957). Lay woman 
killed at the age of twenty-six in 
defence of her virginity as she 
was returning home after a day’s 
work.

7. St. John Baptist de La Salle, 
priest (†1719 Rouen - France).

Blessed Maria Assunta 
Pallotta, virgin (†1905). A re-
ligious of the Institute of the 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters 

of Mary, she died in Dongerk-
ou, China, where she had 

carried out the hum-
blest tasks with holy 

simplicity.

8. St. Agabus, 
prophet. Dis-
ciple of Jesus, 
mentioned in 
the Acts of the 

Apostles. He 
foresaw a great 
famine through-
out the land (Acts 
11:28) and the im-
prisonment of 
St. Paul on his re-
turn to Jerusalem 
(21:10-11).

9. St. Waltrude, 
religious (†688). 

Sister of St. Alde-
gundis, wife of St. 
Vincent Madelgaire 
and mother of four 
Saints. In agree-
ment with her hus-

band, who became a monk, she 
entered a monastery that she her-
self founded.

10. Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord.

St. Palladius, bishop (†658). 
Abbot of the Monastery of 
Saint-Germain, elected Bishop of 
Auxerre, France. He took part in 
several councils and strove to re-
new ecclesiastical discipline.

11. St. Stanislaus of Krakow, bish-
op and martyr (†1079 Krakow -  
Poland).

Blessed Elena Guerra, virgin 
(†1914). She founded the Congre-
gation of the Oblates of the Holy 
Spirit in Lucca, Italy.

12. St. Julius I, Pope (†352). He ten-
aciously defended the principles of 
the Council of Nicaea during the 
Arian persecution and protected 
St. Athanasius against accusations, 
receiving him during his exile.

13. St. Martin I, Pope and martyr 
(†656 Chersonesus - Ukraine). 

Blessed Ida of Boulogne, wid-
ow (†1113). Wife of Eustace II, 
Count of Boulogne, she pious-
ly educated her children, among 
whom was Godefroy de Bouillon. 
After her husband’s death, she de-
voted herself entirely to works of 
piety and charity.

14. Holy Thursday. Institution of 
the Holy Eucharist.

St. Benedict of Avignon, lay-
man (†1184). A young shep-
herd who, with God’s help, built 
a bridge over the Rhône River in 
Avignon, France.

15. Good Friday.
St. Crescens of Myra, martyr 

(†date unknown). He suffered mar-
tyrdom by burning at the stake in 
Myra in Lycia, present-day Turkey.
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St. Sixtus I -  
Pontifical University of  

St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome
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The SainTS of each Day ____________________________  april
16. Holy Saturday.

St. Engratia, virgin and martyr 
(†fourth century). A Christian of 
noble family, she was martyred for 
coming before the Roman magis-
trate in Saragossa to condemn the 
atrocities he had committed against 
her brothers and sisters in the Faith.

17. Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord.

Blessed Clare Gambacorta, 
abbess (†1419). Widowed as a 
young girl, and encouraged by St. 
Catherine of Siena, she founded 
the first Dominican monastery of 
strict observance in Pisa, Italy.

18. St. Giovanni Isauro, monk 
(†c. 842). A monk from the island 
of Aegina, Greece, he strongly de-
fended the cult of holy images.

19. St. Bernard, penitent (†1182). To 
atone for the sins of his youth, he 
wandered tirelessly through the 
Holy Land, barefoot and eating 
very little. He died in the Monas-
tery of Saint-Bertin, France.

20. St. Agnes of Montepulciano, 
virgin (†1317). Clothed as a con-
secrated virgin at the age of nine, 
she founded a Dominican monas-
tery in Montepulciano. Her life is 
full of marvellous episodes, mir-
acles and mystical graces.

21. St. Anselm, bishop and Doctor 
of the Church (†1109 Canterbury - 
United Kingdom). 

St. Anastasius of Sinai, abbot 
(†c. 700). He was elected abbot of 
Mount Sinai Monastery, where 
he fought against Monophysitism 
and wrote several polemical and 
exegetical works.

22. St. Caius, Pope (†296). He es-
caped the persecution of Emperor 
Diocletian and died as a confessor 
of the Faith.

23. St. George, mar-
tyr (†fourth century 
Palestine).

St. Adalbert of Prague, 
bishop and martyr 
(†997 Tenkitten -  
Russia). 

Blessed Ter-
esa Maria of the 
Cross, virgin 
(†1910). Foun-
dress of the 
Congregation 
of the Carmel-
ites of St. Ter-
esa in Tuscany, 
Italy.

24. 2nd Sunday of 
Easter. Divine 
Mercy Sunday.

St. Fidelis of 
Sigmaringen, 
priest and martyr 
(†1622 Seewis -  
Switzerland).

St. Mary 
Elizabeth Hes-
selblad, virgin 
(†1957). Reli-
gious of Swedish 
origin who died 
in Rome; she re-
formed the Order 
of St. Bridget.

25. St. Mark, Evangelist.
St. Peter of St. Joseph 

Betancur, religious (†1667). 
Religious of the Franciscan 
Third Order who dedicated 
himself to the care of orphans, 
beggars, the sick, abandoned 
youth and pilgrims in Antigua, 
Guatemala.

26. Our Lady of Good Counsel.
St. Richarius, priest (†645). 

A pagan from Celles, France, 
brought to the Christian Faith 

through the instruction 
given by Irish missionaries. 
He founded a monastic 
community at Crécy, 

where he lived as a 
contemplative.

27. St. Zita, vir-
gin (†1278). She dis-
tributed among the 
poor the little she 
could spare from 
her housemaid’s sal-
ary. Her holiness 

was recognized dur-
ing life.

28. St. Louis-Marie 
Grignion de Montfort, 
priest (†1716 Saint-Lau-
rent-sur-Sèvre -  
France). 

St. Peter Cha-
nel, priest and martyr 
(†1841 Futuna -  
Oceania).

Blessed Luchesius, 
layman (†1260). A 
wealthy merchant from 

Poggibonsi, Italy 
and contemporary 
of St. Francis of 

Assisi, he became a 
Franciscan tertiary 
and distributed his 
goods to the poor.

29. St. Catherine of Siena, virgin 
and Doctor of the Church (†1380 
Rome).

St. Severus of Naples, bishop 
(†c. 409). Loved by St. Ambrose 
as a brother and by the church of 
Naples as a father.

30. St. Pius V, Pope (†1572 Rome).
Blessed Pauline von 

Mallinckrodt, virgin (†1881). 
Foundress of the Sisters of 
Christian Charity in Paderborn, 
Germany.

G
us

ta
vo

 K
ra

lj

St. Juliana of Mont-
Cornillon - Blessed 
Sacrament Church, 

Quebec City



“Kintsugi” and the Art  
of Divine Pardon

W
Santiago Rodríguez
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Nowhere does God’s omnipotence shine so clearly as in the 
act of forgiving. Here we behold the mystery of the love of an 
infinite and eternal Being who, hearing the lamentation of a 
contrite heart, accomplishes the “impossible”.

e live in a soci-
ety that has be-
come accustomed 
to the disposable, 

the practical and the ephemeral, 
and which is, as a consequence, 
increasingly unconcerned with 
beauty, the sublime and the endur-
ing. For this reason, it may be dif-
ficult for us to appreciate a certain 
oriental art form, kintsugi, which 
aims to restore shattered objects 
in such a way as to enhance them, 
thus affirming that from the shards 
of a seemingly irreparable disaster, 
something superior can emerge.

The history of kintsugi – Japanese 
for gold joinery – dates back to the 
late 15th century, when the shogun 
Ashikaga Yoshimasa sent two of his 
favourite teacups to China to be re-
paired. The porcelain pieces came 
back restored, but with some metal 
clips that gave them a rustic and un-
sightly appearance. Displeased, he 
decided to commission the under-
taking to Japanese craftsmen. 

So magnificent was the work of 
these artists that, it is said, oriental 

aristocrats would deliberately break 
precious porcelain pieces to have 
them renewed. Thus was born a cer-
amic restoration technique that be-
came an art to span centuries.

The technique consists of join-
ing the broken pieces with urushi 
lacquer – from the resin of the tree 
of that name – sprinkled with gold, 
silver or platinum powder. To apply 
the lacquer, a kebo or makizutsu 
brush is used. At the end of the pro-
cess the piece has its original form, 
but is replete with shining scars.

Reflecting on this tradition, we 
can observe that certain pagan na-
tions seem to intuit some meta-
physical realities with greater acu-
ity than those of the Christian West. 
This is no doubt so, with a view to 
preparing these peoples to welcome 
the revealed truth at some point in 
the future. It is indeed remarkable 
to find in the Far East a people so 
contemplative and transcendent, so 
endowed with a gift for metaphors, 
that they perceived in this form of 
restoration a reflection of a human 
process in the moral realm, and 

founded an artisan school that has 
lasted to the present day. 

Scars of a warrior

A number of principles come to 
the fore in kintsugi. Especially strik-
ing is that of the beauty of scars, 
something innate to a militarized 
society endowed with a keen sense 
of honour, which for centuries had 
as its highest model the archetypal 
figure of the samurai, a fearless war-
rior ready to sacrifice everything for 
his master.

The authentic warrior is never 
ashamed of battle scars. Something 
repulsive from a superficial aes-
thetic standpoint acquires a sublime 
beauty on a transcendent dimen-
sion, when analysed from the per-
spective of the metaphysical value of 
suffering for the sake of a lofty ideal.

However, there is something even 
higher represented in kintsugi, which 
touches on the Most High.

The Divine Craftsman

God is commonly represented as 
a craftsman modelling a clay vase, 
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the image of every human being. 
Since the Artist’s skill is absolute, 
the good result of the work depends, 
in this case, on the docility of the 
clay in allowing itself to be moulded.

We can imagine this Divine 
Craftsman working with the poor-
est material and producing an ex-
quisite piece of porcelain, adorned 
with beautiful figures drawn by the 
masterful brushstrokes of heavenly 
enamels. An incomparable vase has 
been produced – a work of art!

Let us suppose that this mag-
nificent vase has a will of its own 
and decides to cast itself to the 
ground, shattering into a thou-
sand pieces… Well, that is exact-
ly what man, moulded by grace 
from the day of his Baptism, 
does when he decides to destroy 
the work of the Creator in his 
soul– whether on a whim or 
to satisfy his passions – 
and embraces sin.

How to reconstitute 
this vessel, reduced to 
shards so small that 
they could be mis-
taken for dust?

The omnipotence 
of divine pardon

Nowhere does 
God’s omnipotence 
shine so clearly as in 

having been forgiven much (cf. 
Lk 7:47).

It is wrong, therefore, to become 
discouraged and lose our peace 
when we sense our own misery, 
even if we have had the misfortune 
to commit a mortal sin. So mag-
nificent is God’s work in pouring 
out His pardon that the result, like 
that of the Japanese artisans, sur-
passes the original article. Hence 
we comprehend the often-repeat-
ed comment of Msgr. João Scog-
namiglio Clá Dias in his sermons: 
if by some absurdity we could sin 
without offending God, we would 
even wish to do so, just to receive 
His pardon! 

This truth should fill us with in-
vincible courage, especially when 
we consider that when it comes to 

the complete restoration of a soul, 
God entrusts the work to the 

divine artisan, Mary Most 
Holy. Help and refuge 

of sinners, She applies 
the gold of her mercy 
even upon those who 
do not know how to 
ask for forgiveness. 
For this She impos-
es only one condi-
tion: that they aban-
don themselves en-

tirely into her mater-
nal hands. 

the act of forgiveness. In it, we be-
hold the mystery of the love of an 
infinite and eternal Being who, 
hearing the lamentation of a con-
trite heart that humbles itself and 
asks forgiveness, accomplishes 
the “impossible”.

Infinitely more precious than 
gold, the Redeemer’s Blood acts 
like a sacrosanct “resin” to unite 
the fragments of the poor vessel, 
and not only restores it, but gives it 
new lustre. 

The soul restored by divine 
forgiveness retains scars, but 
these will be its glory and joy 
for all eternity because they will 
shine with the unmistakable light 
of one who has loved much for 

Porcelain ware 
reconstituted with the 

“kintsugi” method; 
in the background, 

designs from a 
Japanese vase from  

the Meiji era
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Benevolence, Goodness and Affection

n the last months of Dona Lucilia’s earth-
ly life, there was visible manifestation of the 

gifts with which Providence had so generously 
adorned her childhood, and which she had made 
to so profusely blossom and bear fruit through-
out her life. 
It was easy to observe, in her beautiful soul, the 
practice of the virtues becoming second nature, 

or an almost instinctive habit. Also very noti-
ceable was her docility to the slightest breath of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Her life was distinguished by benevolence, kind-
ness, and affection; in short, by love of God above 
all things, and of her neighbour as herself. 

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

Dona Lucilia on March 18 of 1968, Dona Lucilia on March 18 of 1968, 
shortly before her deathshortly before her death
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