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M other Lestonnac amply possessed 
the mental and moral qualities that 

she deemed indispensable to carry 
out her difficult functions. At 
fifty-four years of age, she 
had, together with the 
authority imparted by 
experience, the ad-
vantage of being en-
dowed with a dis-
tinguished appear-
ance, her counten-
ance illuminated 
by the splendour of 
an exceptional soul, 
in which gravity and 
grace harmoniously co-
exist. A nun who had re-
ceived the veil from her hands 
said that in her, physical beauty 
– that hazard to the purity and 
humility of so many others – was a divine 
radiance that commanded respect and in-
spired a holy attraction to virtue. When her 
daughters beheld her in prayer, when they 
heard her speak of spiritual things, they con-
centrated all their senses and faculties on see-
ing and hearing her. It seemed to them that 
this natural beauty, which shone so extra-
ordinarily in her face, became that of the 
Blessed, manifesting itself to speak to them.

But this was but a pale reflection of her 
moral beauty. Dutiful, affable, genteel, 

she was both strong and kind. To 
her superior intelligence, to 

her sound judgement, to 
her admirable practical 

sense, she added an 
energetic will and a 
manly heart. Born 
to found and to gov-
ern, she had an un-
usual capacity for 
resolution, with a 
discernment of spir-

its that allowed her 
to perceive at a glance 

the whole of an issue 
or a problem – to as-

sess the advantages, meas-
ure the difficulties and pre-
dict the results. Therein lay 

the secret of her speed in making decisions 
and her unshakable constancy in carrying 
out undertakings wrought with obstacles. 
She saw the goal and advanced with assur-
ance.  And then grace, which moved her, 
increased her strength tenfold. 

COUZARD, Rémi.  
“La Bienheureuse Jeanne de Lestonnac”.  

Paris: Lecoffre, 1904, p.70-71.
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Our readers Write

Mediocre NazareNes 
of old… aNd today

Reading the January Gospel Com-
mentary, we see how true and time-
ly are these words that, with prophet-
ic discernment, denounce and expose 
not only the attitude of the mediocre 
Nazarenes of old, but also, and above 
all, that of contemporary Nazarenes, 
voluntary blind people with a very 
pious appearance.

How many, in fact, pronounce the 
name of the Lord with their lips, but 
expect from Him only the pyrotech-
nical spectacle of earthly miracles, a 
paltry prayer to soothe the heart and 
the banal satisfaction of a conscience 
dulled by adherence to a partial but 
not the entire truth!

Let us ask Our Lady to help us 
know and love the truth as it is, and 
to cast into the abyss everything that 
distances us from Her!

Julienne Santos 
Via revista.arautos.org

st. louis de MoNtfort

I am in charge of socials for The 
Miraculous Medal Apostolate Phil-
ippines, and I am writing to ask per-
mission to use this photo of an image 
of Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort 
I came across on your website, for a 
feast day art card we will be posting 
on our Facebook page and Instagram 
feed on the 28th. Rest assured that if 
permission for use is granted, attri-
bution will be made accordingly, and 
usage will be limited to non-commer-
cial purposes – social media posting 
only.

Thank you and God bless you.
Kevin Angelo Eguia 

Manila – Philippines

reMaiN catholic  
to attaiN peace  

aNd respect for others

Reading the article More on 
Peace: How to Attain It? we see and 
confirm how mistaken is this concept 
of a secular state, imposed on our 
country by past governments. For, 
historically, we are a Catholic coun-
try, in our Jesuit origin, and we should 
remain so in order to attain peace and 
respect for others once again.

Mário Sérgio Dias de Vasconcelos 
Sete Lagoas – Brazil

spiritually as well  
as culturally eNrichiNg

I congratulate all the staff who 
contribute to the preparation of this 
high-quality magazine, with excel-
lent texts and beautiful images. It is 
very enriching spiritually, as well as 
culturally.

Leonardo Fernandes Antão 
Lisbon – Portugal

clarity aNd iNsight  
of arguMeNts

I am a journalist and educator of 
the ADE service in the Altamura re-
gion. I am writing to you after read-
ing the January issue of Heralds of 
the Gospel magazine, which I did not 
even know existed or that it is your 
official periodical. I must congratu-
late you on the clarity and insight of 
your arguments.

Personally, I am the beneficiary of 
a miracle from Our Lady of Fatima, 
for on October 13, 2018, the date of 
her last apparition to the little shep-
herds, I suffered a serious car acci-
dent with my then-fiancée Tiziana, 
now my wife, and we were saved 
thanks to her intercession. 

From then on my life has taken a 
different course. Everything I do, it 
is the Lord who acts through me; the 
old man has died to make way for the 

new, as St. Paul said. That accident, 
that great light that I saw while I was 
unconscious, was the one he saw in 
Damascus. We were both blind and 
today we are mad with love for Christ 
and for the truth, which is Him.

Gaetano Ragone 
Modugno – Italy

“iNfallible  
MaterNal aid”

I have always prayed to Dona Lu-
cilia, asking for help in my studies. 
It is impressive! She always answers 
me, in a miraculous way!

Dona Lucilla, our mother, help us!
Prof. Felipe Nery 

Via revista.arautos.org

beNedict XVi: eNrichiNg 
words that fortify the faith

Regarding the article In Bethle-
hem, Heaven and Earth Meet, pub-
lished in the section The Voice of 
the Popes, it seems to me an excel-
lent endeavour to consider the work 
of our Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, 
his thought and his analysis of each 
passage of the Gospels. For me it is 
very enriching and strengthens my 
faith.

Noemi Araya 
Via revistacatolica.org

froM a ferVeNt  
adMirer

I am a fervent admirer of the Her-
alds of the Gospel and I follow the 
Masses and the Rosary through your 
digital platform. I help my parents 
to participate in your prayers. They 
are both suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease and are now ninety-four and 
ninety-five years old, respectively, 
but they are still able to follow the 
Holy Rosary and the Masses.

Maria Elizabeth Morales 
Maldonado 

Via revistacatolica.org
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Editorial

n Paradise, Adam and Eve lived the sacred nuptials sealed by the Most High. 
Concord reigned between them, with the promise of fruitfulness and dominion 
over Creation (cf. Gn 1:27-28). Created in God’s image, man and woman were 

united in one flesh in a state of innocence (cf. Gn 2:24-25).
However, original sin disrupted this first order. Guilt brought strife to the first 

couple, whose posterity would be born amidst suffering. At the same time, they di-
vorced themselves from the Creator, fleeing from His presence (cf. Gn 3:8).

The remedy for this first sin had to be in keeping with its gravity: the Incarnation 
of the Word of God. However, this was not enough. Considering the conjugal con-
text of the sin, it was necessary to remedy it within a family, the only one worthy of 
the adjective holy. Mary, already betrothed to Joseph, was chosen to cooperate in the 
hypostatic and redemptive order. Moreover, it was fitting that the loss of innocence 
and the fecundity corrupted by Eve be repaired by a Virgin-Mother. Finally, in order 
to restore the link with the Creator, it was necessary that a nuptial relationship with 
Him take place, in the Person of the Holy Spirit, who would cover the one called “full 
of grace” with His shadow and bring forth the Son of God (cf. Lk 1:28,35).

Like every marriage, this union with the Paraclete is indissoluble. Thus the Bless-
ed Virgin was the most faithful Spouse of the Holy Spirit not only at the time of the 
Incarnation but for all time, including during the education of her Divine Son and at 
the consummation of His redemptive Passion. Pentecost was like a wedding anni-
versary, whose “fireworks” radiated from Her to the Apostles and then to the whole 
world.

Mary will be perpetually called blessed for the begetting and nurturing not only 
of Jesus – “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts that You sucked!” 
(Lk 11:27) – but also of the spiritual offspring born of Her down through the ages. 
Thus, as universal Mediatrix and in union with the “Spirit of all grace”, the Mother 
of the Saviour continues to participate in the generation of God’s children through 
Baptism and in their formation through the Sacrament of Confirmation and the in-
fusion of the sevenfold gifts.

Nevertheless, iniquity has become so universal in our days that we seem to live 
in a situation analogous to that of our first parents after the Fall. Therefore, the 
only solution for humanity consists in a remedy after the manner of the Redemp-
tion, together with a new influx of the Consoler Spirit: “where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more” (Rm 5:20).

In this vein, many private revelations point to a restoration of society prior to the 
end of time: the Reign of Mary. Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP comments 
that in this era of a great return of graces, “men will partake to a very high degree 
in the love that unites the Divine Holy Spirit to Our Lady.” And St. Louis Grignion 
de Montfort adds: “When that time comes wonderful things will happen on earth. 
The Holy Spirit, finding His dear Spouse present again in souls, will come down into 
them with great power. He will fill them with His gifts, especially wisdom, by which 
they will produce wonders of grace.” 

All of this will be accomplished through Mary’s perpetual and spousal fidelity to 
the Divine Paraclete. 

FaithFul SpouSe oF the 
holy Spirit

Our Lady of 
Divine Love - 
Private collection

Photo: Teresita Morazzani
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The Voice of The PoPes

In the Bull declaring the dogma of the Immaculate Conception,  
Pius IX extols the countless virtues and privileges of  

Our Lady, aware that nothing is sufficient to exalt Her who is superior  
to all human and angelic praise.

od Ineffable – whose ways 
are mercy and truth, whose 
will is omnipotence itself, 
and whose wisdom reach-

es from end to end mightily, and 
orders all things sweetly – hav-
ing foreseen from all eternity the 
lamentable wretchedness of the en-
tire human race which would result 
from the sin of Adam, decreed, by 
a plan hidden from the centuries, 
to complete the first work of His 
goodness through the Incarnation 
of the Word. And, in an even more 
hidden plan, from the very begin-
ning, and before time began, chose 
and prepared a Mother.

In Her, the Son of God would be-
come incarnate, and from whom, 
in the blessed fullness of time, He 
would be born into this world, in 
order that man who, contrary to the 
plan of Divine Mercy had been led 
into sin by the cunning malice of 
Satan, should not perish; and in or-
der that what had been lost in the 
first Adam would be gloriously re-
stored in the Second Adam. Above 
all creatures did God so love Her, 
that truly in Her was the Father 
well pleased with singular delight. 
[…]

The creature most united to God
The most glorious Virgin was re-

splendent with such an abundance of 
heavenly gifts, with such a fullness of 
grace and with such innocence, that 
She is an unspeakable miracle of God 
– indeed, the crown of all miracles 
and truly the Mother of God; that She 
approaches as near to God Himself 
as is possible for a created being; and 
that She is superior to all the praise of 
men and Angels.

Hence, to demonstrate the origin-
al innocence and sanctity of the Moth-
er of God, not only did the Fathers of 
the Church frequently compare Her to 
Eve while yet a virgin, while yet in-

nocent, while yet incorrupt, while 
not yet deceived by the deadly snares 
of the most treacherous serpent; but 
they have also exalted Her above Eve 
with a wonderful variety of expres-
sions. Eve listened to the serpent with 
lamentable consequences; she fell 
from original innocence and became 
his slave. The most Blessed Virgin, 
on the contrary, ever increased her 
original gift, and not only never lent 
an ear to the serpent, but by divinely 
given power She utterly destroyed the 
foundations, force and dominion of 
the evil one.

Accordingly, the Fathers have 
never ceased to call the Mother of God 
the lily among thorns, the land entirely 
intact, the Virgin undefiled, immacu-
late, ever blessed, and free from all 
contagion of sin; She from whom was 
formed the new Adam, the flawless, 
brightest, and most beautiful para-
dise of innocence, immortality and 
delights planted by God Himself and 
protected against all the snares of the 
poisonous serpent; the incorruptible 
wood that the worm of sin had never 
corrupted, the fountain ever clear and 
sealed with the power of the Holy Spir-
it, the most holy temple, the treasure of 
immortality; the one and only daugh-

The Virgin is 
resplendent with 
such abundant 
heavenly gifts and 
such a fullness of 
grace that She is 
an unspeakable 
miracle of God



May 2022 · Heralds of the Gospel      7

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
Le

ca
ro

s

ter of life – not of death – the plant not 
of wrath but of grace, through the sin-
gular providence of God growing ever 
green contrary to the common law, 
coming as it does from a corrupted 
and tainted root.

As if these splendid eulogies and 
tributes were not sufficient, the Fath-
ers proclaimed with particular and def-
inite statements that when one treats of 
sin, the holy Virgin Mary is not even 
to be mentioned; for to Her more grace 
was given than was necessary to con-
quer sin completely. They also de-
clared that the most glorious Virgin 
was Reparatrix of her race, the giver of 
life to posterity; that She was chosen 
before the ages, prepared by the Most 
High for Himself, foretold by God 
when He said to the serpent, “I will put 
enmity between you and the Woman” 
(Gn 3:15). […]

Splendour and bulwark 
of the Holy Church

The most Blessed Virgin, the all 
fair and immaculate one who has 
crushed the poisonous head of the 
cruel serpent and brought salva-
tion to the world: She is the glory of 
the prophets and Apostles, the hon-
our of the martyrs, the crown and 
joy of all the Saints; She is the safe 
refuge and trustworthy helper of all 
who are in danger; She is, before her 
only-begotten Son, the most power-
ful Mediatrix and Conciliatrix in the 
whole world; She is the glory, orna-
ment, and impregnable bulwark of 
the holy Church; in Her who has de-
stroyed all heresies and snatched the 
faithful people and nations from the 
direst calamities; in Her do we hope 
who has delivered us from so many 
threatening dangers. 

We have, therefore, a very certain 
hope and complete confidence that the 
most Blessed Virgin will ensure by 
her powerful patronage that all diffi-
culties be removed and all errors dis-
sipated, so that our Holy Mother the 
Catholic Church may flourish daily 

more and more throughout all the na-
tions and countries, and may reign 
“from sea to sea, and from the river 
to the ends of the earth” (Ps 72:8), and 
may enjoy genuine peace, tranquillity 
and liberty. We are firm in our confi-
dence that She will obtain pardon for 
the sinner, health for the sick, strength 
of heart for the weak, consolation for 
the afflicted, help for those in danger; 
that She will remove spiritual blind-
ness from those in error, so that they 
may return to the path of truth and jus-
tice, and that there may be one flock 
and one shepherd.

Under her protection, we 
have nothing to fear

Let all the children of the Cath-
olic Church, who are so very dear to 
Us, hear these words of ours. With a 
still more ardent zeal for piety, religion 
and love, let them continue to vener-
ate, invoke and pray to the most Bless-
ed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, con-
ceived without original sin. Let them 
fly with utter confidence to this most 
sweet Mother of mercy and grace in 
all dangers, difficulties, needs, doubts 
and fears. 

Under her guidance, under her pa-
tronage, under her kindness and pro-
tection, nothing is to be feared; noth-
ing is hopeless. Because, while bear-
ing toward us a truly motherly affec-
tion and having in her care the work 
of our salvation, She has maternal so-
licitude for the whole human race.

And since She has been appoint-
ed by God to be the Queen of Heav-
en and earth, and is exalted above all 
the choirs of Angels and Saints, and 
even stands at the right hand of her 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, She presents our petitions in a 
most efficacious manner. What She 
asks, She obtains. Her pleas can never 
go unheeded. 

Excerpts from: PIUS IX. 
Ineffabilis Deus, 8/12/1854

The Immaculate Conception -  
Church of St. Lawrence,  

Valencia (Spain)

The most Blessed 
Virgin, all fair and 
immaculate, crushed 
the head of the 
cruel serpent and 
brought salvation 
to the world
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a  Gospel  A
Jesus said to His disciples: 
23 “Whoever loves Me will 
keep my word, and my Fath-
er will love him, and We will 
come to him and make our 
dwelling with him. 24 Who-
ever does not love Me does not 
keep my words; yet the word 
you hear is not mine but that 
of the Father who sent Me. 25 I 

have told you this while I am 
with you. 26 The Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Fath-
er will send in my name, will 
teach you everything and re-
mind you of all that I told 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Not as 
the world gives do I give it to 
you. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled or afraid. 28 You heard 
Me tell you, ‘I am going away 
and I will come back to you.’ 
If you loved Me, you would re-
joice that I am going to the 
Father; for the Father is great-
er than I. 29 And now I have 
told you this before it happens, 
so that when it happens you 
may believe” (Jn 14:23-29).

The Last Supper - Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Paray-le-Monial 

(France)
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It is 
necessary to 
re-establish 
the true 
meaning of 
the terms 
“peace” and 
“love”

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

Gospel Commentary – 6th sunday of easter

Spirit of Love  
and Peace

“Love” and “peace”, words so fashionable in contemporary 
culture, but whose real meaning is so little understood…  
This Sunday’s Gospel will reveal the marvels these  
concepts encompass, and show us just how far today’s  
world has strayed from them.

I – Two ConCepTs sullIed 
by The RevoluTIon

The hippy movement erupted in the 1960s like 
a giant volcano of pus, irrepressibly spreading its 
infectious, fetid lava throughout the world and 
propelling Western society into moral self-disso-
lution by the imposition of a deliriant and chaotic 
mentality. Fashion, music, educational standards, 
ambiences, tastes – in short, culture in general – 
drastically declined worldwide, all without a sin-
gle drop of bloodshed. 

One of the slogans adopted by the mentors of 
this flourishing revolution was “peace and love,” 
a sinister parody of the motto “pax et bonum”1 of 
the seraphic St. Francis of Assisi. Almost imper-
ceptibly, peace began to be identified with the 
mere absence of armed conflict and the pseu-
do-tranquillity brought on by stupefacients, and 
love was associated with unbridled libertinism, 
which demonstrated just how far removed this 
generation is from the Poverello’s motto.

The excesses of this nebulous but omnipres-
ent revolution shocked public opinion somewhat 
at its first explosion, but nowadays it imposes it-
self by leaps and bounds and no one raises his 
voice to alert unwary spirits. The latter end up al-

lowing themselves to be swept along, albeit with 
a certain reticence, by its filthy and seductive tor-
rent. Few perceive the ending point of this slip-
pery ramp, which leads to doctrinal relativism, to 
complete social decadence, and to a more or less 
conscious consonance with ugliness and with 
psychological and moral decay. 

In the face of this reality, the Gospel for the 
Sixth Sunday of Easter displays the power of a 
divine exorcism, capable of dispersing the meph-
itic winds of a revolution that pervades the most 
varied environments. Indeed, to restore the true 
meaning of the words peace and love means to 
raise aloft God’s banner with gallantry, enthusi-
asm and strength. It is necessary, then, to newly 
manifest to mankind, partly rendered apathet-
ic by today’s evils, the splendour of the authen-
tic order of things, which the father of lies wants 
to obscure. 

II – peaCe and love In 
The lIghT of TRuTh 

The passage selected by the Sacred Liturgy for 
this Sunday is situated within the Lord’s farewell 
discourse at the Last Supper in the Cenacle. The 
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Our Lord 
makes it 
clear that it 
is impossible 
to have true 
love for the 
heavenly 
Father 
without 
fulfilling 
His divine 
Commandments

imminence of His dramatic separation from His 
own, as well as the prospect of the Passion and 
Resurrection, lend special density to the Master’s 
words, and fill the atmosphere with an imponder-
able of sorrow and hope. These are poorly inter-
preted by the disciples, bewildered by contrast-
ing feelings of fear and astonishment. The virtue 
of faith was still frail in their souls. For this rea-
son, the Good Shepherd opens His Heart, pour-
ing torrents of affection, wisdom and serenity 
upon them so as to comfort them. 

In the light of Tradition and of the new in-
spirations of the Comforter, we can also discov-
er vast horizons for our faith in these verses of 
St. John. They offer us a sure guide to establish 
God’s Kingdom on earth, made entirely of peace 
and love – a Reign promised by Our Lady at Fat-
ima and in other private revelations approved by 
the Church. 

God’s interior manifestation

Jesus said to His dis-
ciples: 23 “Whoever 
loves Me will keep 
my word, and my Fa-
ther will love him, 
and We will come to 
him and make our 
dwelling with him.” 

This sublime affirm-
ation of Our Lord is in-
tended to answer a ques-
tion St. Jude Thaddeus 
had posed: “Lord, how 
is it that You will mani-
fest Yourself to us, and 
not to the world?” (Jn 
14:22). To understand 
the Apostle’s ques-
tion, we must recall the 
prophecy Jesus made 
in the preceding verses: 
“Yet a little while, and 
the world will see Me no 
more, but you will see 
Me; because I live, you 
will live also. In that day 
you will know that I am 
in my Father, and you 
in Me, and I in you.  He 
who has my command-

ments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and 
he who loves Me will be loved by my Father, and 
I will love him and manifest myself to him” (Jn 
14:19-21).

In using the term world, Jesus particularly re-
fers to the chosen people tarnished by the sin of 
deicide. After the Passion, they would never see 
Him again because He would, in some wise, be 
dead. However, the disciples would encounter 
Him again, according to the Master’s promise: “I 
live; you will live.” Even if they came to waver in 
their faith at the supreme hour of the Crucifixion, 
these followers would live of the good news of the 
Resurrection. 

By acting in this way, Our Lord was coun-
tering the pompous concept of an excessively 
earthly messianic era, in which certain proph-
ecies that predicted the political and econom-
ic primacy of Israel over other peoples would 
be fulfilled to the letter and not in their spiritual 
sense. If Jesus would only be seen by His own af-

ter the definitive victory 
over death, how would 
He establish the empire 
they had long dreamt of, 
that would raise Jerusa-
lem to glory’s summit?  

Now, what lay in 
store for the disciples 
was the unspeakable gift 
of receiving Our Lord’s 
manifestation in their 
inmost souls, a mystery 
that completely escaped 
St. Jude and the other 
Apostles. Only after the 
coming of the Holy Spir-
it would they understand 
the secret hidden in 
those words of wisdom 
which struck them as 
incomprehensible. Yes, 
the Redeemer would 
communicate with those 
who loved Him and 
obeyed His command-
ments, but in an interior 
and hidden way.

This is the true scope 
of Jesus’ statement: 
“Whoever loves Me will 
keep my word, and my 

The Last Supper - Parish of Our Lady of Glory,  
Juiz de Fora (Brazil)
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The sun  
is but a 
pale flare in 
comparison 
with the 
infinite 
furnace of 
Love that 
unites the 
Father and 
the Son
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Father will love him, and We will come 
to him and make our dwelling with 
him.” It is the most precise formu-
lation of a reality that fills us 
with wonder and makes us 
tremble: the indwelling of 
the Blessed Trinity. 

In fact, God chooses 
our heart as His abode, 
establishing Himself 
in it with infinite af-
fection, like a con-
tinuous stream that 
pours rivers of div-
ine fire upon us. This 
love, which will reach 
its fullness in Heav-
en, progresses on earth 
in the measure that we 
empty ourselves of self and 
make room within us for the 
Three who are One. This gift is 
so real and so sublime that there 
are no words sufficient to thank 
the Most High for lowering 
Himself and taking delight 
in remaining, as Father and 
friend, in each of His adopted 
children. 

This is also a good time to remember that 
when we commit a mortal sin, we idolize our-
selves or creatures and brutally expel this div-
ine presence, which should be our one great love. 
This being so, we can better understand why man 
merits hell for only one grave fault. 

The world does not love because 
it does not keep the word
24 “Whoever does not love Me does not keep 
my words; yet the word you hear is not mine 
but that of the Father who sent Me.” 

In these two sentences Our Lord explains to 
St. Jude why He will not manifest Himself to 
the world: because of the absence of love and 
obedience. Whoever fails to love, fails to keep 
the word of Jesus, which is equivalent to saying 
that it is impossible to have true affection for the 
heavenly Father without fulfilling His divine 
Commandments. This is a fundamental truth 
of our Faith, cunningly attacked by relativism 
in our day. The word of God stands forever and 

no one will ever enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven unless he bows resolute-

ly before the sovereign will of 
the Lord of hosts, who has 
the right to be heard and 
obeyed. 

Thus, in today’s Gos-
pel, the term world also 
indicates the sad multi-
tude generally led by 
corrupt elites, oppos-
ing the authority of the 
Most High by shield-
ing itself with incon-
sistent sophisms. That 
multitude will be ex-

cluded from the most 
beautiful manifestation 

of the Son of God: “Be-
hold, I stand at the door and 

knock; if any one hears my 
voice and opens the door, 

I will come in to him and eat 
with him, and he with Me” 
(Rv 3:20). 

Let us strive to live in the 
state of grace and make the 
Trinitarian presence the most 

valuable treasure of our existence! 

The Word speaks and the Spirit teaches
25 “I have told you this while I am with you. 
26 The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything and remind you of all that I told 
you.”

Proceeding from the Father and the Son as the 
bond of union between them, the Holy Spirit is an 
infinite flame of the purest and most vehement 
love, surpassing any human reckoning. The sun 
is but a pale flare in comparison with the Eter-
nal Affection which unites the First Person of the 
Trinity to the Second. This love, in every way 
contrary to selfishness, consists in the turning 
of each of the Divine Persons toward the other 
two, in an élan of adoration, awe and enthusiasm 
without beginning or end. Hence true love is that 
which gives itself, and not that which seeks only 
to receive in order to satisfy base and individual-
istic desires, as the current ideology of torpidness 
and depravity proclaims. 

The Blessed Trinity, The Grandes 
Heures of Anne of Brittany - National  

Library of France, Paris
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The peace 
that Jesus 
gives us is 
the gift of 
the Holy 
Spirit that 
inwardly sets 
man in order, 
with sights 
on God’s 
greater glory

The Holy Trinity, as is well 
known, always acts out of love 
and in perfect concomitance; 
the Three are inseparable in 
the economy of sal-
vation. However, so 
that we might bet-
ter understand the di-
versity of the Div-
ine Persons, their 
interventions bear a 
Trinitarian mark. For 
example, every man 
or woman is ca-
pable of three loves: 
filial, conjugal and pa-
ternal or maternal. More-
over, adapting Himself to 
us with extreme compassion, 
the Triune God ensures that in 
certain actions, termed ad ex-
tra, the “timbre” of one Person 
is more perceptible than that of 
the other two. Thus, creation is generally attribut-
ed to the Father; redemption, to the Son; sanctifi-
cation, to the Holy Spirit. 

Wishing to instruct the Apostles about the 
Holy Spirit’s existence and mode of acting, Our 
Lord explains its specific feature of predisposing 
souls to not only hear, but also to guard the re-
membrance of the precious teachings and proph-
ecies of the Word Incarnate. For this reason, the 
word spoken by the Son will never be serious-
ly and attentively received without the aid of the 
Paraclete.

More than anyone else, Our Lord knew the role 
of grace of the Holy Spirit in the sanctification of 
the faithful, which consists in perfecting all of the 
virtues under the aegis of charity and the gift of 
wisdom. For this reason, He declares that He “told” 
the Apostles all that concerned His future interior 
revelation, while the Advocate “will teach” it. The 
difference between saying and teaching is easily 
understood. In the first case, something is trans-
mitted, but with the risk of being forgotten; in the 
second, the spoken word is efficaciously fixed in 
memory and heart, as it was with Our Lady, the 
most faithful Spouse of the Third Person of the 
Most Blessed Trinity (cf. Lk 2:51).

This is a lesson for those dedicated to apostol-
ic labours. If they do not rely on supernatural help, 
their work will be a failure from beginning to end. 

In contrast, under the blessed light of 
the Comforter, all will germinate, 

flourish and bear abundant fruit. 
Hence arises the pressing 
need to avoid putting our 
trust in human means 
and methods, relying on 

grace instead, with-
out which nothing 
can be achieved. 

The peace of Christ
27a “Peace I leave 
with you; my pea-

ce I give to you. Not 
as the world gives do I 

give it to you.” 

The Spirit of the Father and 
of the Son is called Love. And 
the fruit of love is peace. For 
this reason, Jesus says that He 
leaves us peace and gives us 

His peace. It is the Holy Spirit, as Gift, who in-
wardly sets people in order, with sights on God’s 
greater glory. 

In agreement with St. Augustine,2 medieval 
writers define peace as the tranquillity of order, 
so that the right ordering of beings is the cause 
of that placid quietude we call peace. Now, for 
St. Thomas Aquinas,3 there are three kinds of or-
der in man. The first comes from the harmony of 
his internal faculties, that is, the obedience of the 
sensibility to the reason, and reason to the Cre-
ator. The second consists in man’s peace with 
God. It is an interior harmony resulting from the 
serenity of an upright conscience, fully attuned 
to the Law of the Most High: “Great peace have 
those who love Thy Law” (Ps 119:165). Finally, 
the third form of order concerns our relationship 
with our neighbour, as the Apostle teaches in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews: “Strive for peace with all 
men, and for the holiness” (12:14).

Among the factors that can disturb this peace 
is the dynamism of the evil passions, especial-
ly pride and sensuality, as Dr. Plinio Corrêa de 
Oliveira teaches. In his turn, the Angelic Doc-
tor affirms that for peace to exist, the sensitive 
part of the soul “must be immune to the molest-
ations of the passions,”4 a bold goal for those 
who are subject to the clamorous effects of ori-
ginal sin… 

The glory of the Holy Spirit - Museum 
of Sacred Art, Rio de Janeiro
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To attain 
and preserve 
the peace of 
Christ, man 
must wage 
a relentless 
battle 
against his 
own unruly 
passions

We thus arrive at a simple conclusion: peace 
can only be maintained by continuous warfare 
against those principles that undermine order. 
This explains the Lord’s categorical declaration: 
“I have come not to bring peace, but a sword” (Mt 
10:34) – peace being understood as the absence 
of conflict. 

Therefore, we must have frequent recourse to 
prayer in order to control these insidious enemies, 
capable of hurling the faculties of our soul into 
excesses. And, obtaining heavenly aid, we must 
wage a relentless battle against ourselves through 
discipline. This virtue is quite forgotten by con-
temporary culture, characterized by “the spontan-
eity of primary reactions, without the control of 
the intelligence or the effective participation of the 
will; by the predominance of the fantasy and the 
‘lived and felt experiences’ over the methodical 
analysis of reality: all of this stemming, to a large 
extent, from a pedagogy that nearly obliterates the 
role of logic and of the will’s true formation.”5 

Medieval wisdom appreciated discipline and 
effectively promoted it, creating due conditions for 
the development of a culture permeated with the 
Gospel maxims. The illustrious abbot Hugh of 
Saint Victor expresses this well in one of 
his works: “Discipline is the leash of 
covetousness, the prison of evil de-
sires, the bridle of carnal-
ity, the yoke of pride, 
and the fetter of 
wrath, which sub-
dues intemper-
ance, imprisons lev-
ity, and stifles all disordered 
movements of the mind and 
illicit appetites. […] Disci-
pline restrains the im-
petus of all vices, and 
the more it repress-
es bad exterior de-
sires, the more 
the good in-
terior desires 
are strength-
ened by it. 
Little by little, 
while the mark of vir-
tue is imprinted on the 
mind by habit, the ex-
terior composure of the 
body is preserved by 

discipline. […] This is to be observed in four main 
points: in the way of dressing, in the gestures, in 
the manner of speaking, and deportment at table.”6 
Thus, upright customs and good manners become 
the safeguards of the peace of Christ.

It should be observed that the peace of Christ 
is clearly distinguished from the pseudo-peace of 
the world. St. Thomas7 explains that the peace of 
Saints differs from the peace of sinners in three re-
spects. First of all, by intention. The peace of the 
worldly is geared towards the enjoyment of earth-
ly goods, which are ephemeral and unstable, while 
that of the Blessed rests on eternal goods. It follows 
that the former is a fictitious tranquillity, since the 
children of the world, continually reproached by 
their own conscience, enjoy a peace that is merely 
exterior, while that of the children of God is both 
interior and exterior, since they have the affirm-
ation of their conscience, the appreciation of the 
good and the love of the Father of Lights. Finally, 
worldly peace is imperfect because, in gratifying 
his passions, man makes himself worthy of con-
demnation to hell: “There is no peace for the wick-
ed” (cf. Is 57:21). The peace of Christ, on the other 

hand, comes from the hope of possessing en-
tire and everlasting bliss. 

This clarifies the true meaning 
of the term peace and shows it to 

be light years away from 
the false concept pro-

moted by the hippy 
subculture so wide-

spread today. 

Our invincible General 
is the Prince of Peace

27b “Do not let your he-
arts be troubled or 
afraid. 28 You heard Me 
tell you, ‘I am going 
away and I will come 

back to you.’ If 
you loved Me, you 
would rejoice that 
I am going to the 
Father; for the Fa-
ther is greater than 
I. 29And now I have 
told you this before 
it happens, so that 
when it happens 
you may believe.”

Sword-bearing Christ -  
Sainte-Chapelle, Paris
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The grace 
of the Holy 
Spirit is able 
to transform 
pusillanimous 
people into 
indomitable 
combatants 
under the 
command of 
the Prince 
of Peace

The announcement of the Master’s depar-
ture filled the hearts of the Apostles with anx-
iety and fear – entirely human sentiments, but 
which nonetheless needed to be overcome by 
faith. The accuracy of the Divine Prophet’s pre-
diction would be the seal of guarantee of His 
words and, to a great degree, the cause of the 
disciples’ fidelity. 

Now, Our Lord also asks this faith of us. 
Jesus is the Prince of Peace (cf. Is 9:5), our in-

vincible General, the Horseman of the Apocalypse 
(cf. Rv 19) who commands the cohorts of the sons 
of light and disperses the enemies of order. He as-
cended into Heaven to be glorified by the Father 
in His most holy humanity, receiving power, do-
minion and irresistible strength. And, under these 
conditions, He will return in glory and majesty 
on the Day of Judgement. But, besides this, Our 
Lord returns each time we celebrate the Holy Sac-
rifice of the Altar, where He becomes the Immolat-
ed Lamb, the absolute Lord of history, the most ef-
fectual Protector of His own, the Food of salvation. 
He is with us in the tabernacles and in the mon-
strance as a Prisoner of love, begging for the alms 
of our affection and our company. Fortified by His 
presence, we can overcome our vacillations and 
have our good resolutions confirmed, so that we 
may fight until death to establish true peace with-
in and around us.

  The peace of Christ has been transmitted 
to us and will prevail irrevocably, because the 
gift of God always wins. It is no coincidence 
that, at Fatima, the heavenly messenger who ap-
peared to the shepherd children identified him-
self as the Angel of Peace, an appropriate name 
for the one who proceeded the apparitions in 
which the triumph of Jesus through Mary would 
be announced.  

III – by lovIng love ITself, 
we wIll have TRue peaCe

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called sons of God” (Mt 5:9). The seventh 
Beatitude promises the reward par excellence, 
since divine sonship is the most exalted grace 
that a rational being can receive. What could be 
more sublime? How can we measure the gran-
deur of being an effective and real member of 
the Trinitarian family? What dignity surpass-
es that of belonging to the divine lineage as a 
co-heir of Christ and a member of the assembly 

of Saints who cry out for ever and ever “Abba! 
Father!” (Gal 4:6)? 

Nevertheless, to possess such a gift, we need 
to be peacemakers. What does this mean? From 
our reflection on the Gospel of the Sixth Sunday 
of Easter we can draw some useful conclusions 
for our spiritual life. 

Being a peacemaker means living in love and 
obedience to God and keeping His wise Com-
mandments. Thus, the peacemaker is primarily a 
fearless warrior, unbending and persistent, a sol-
dier who never sheathes his sword but who stands 
guard, with neither lethargy nor laxity. 

Indeed, how can we gain command of our re-
bellious passions without discipline? It is a chi-
mera to think that the human heart is freed by 
unleashing its animal instincts. On the contrary, 
there is no slavery viler or more humiliating than 
that of concupiscence, as we see daily in a world 
where permissiveness hardly knows any limits. 
Clearly, we need to be energetic in brandishing 
the sword of observance. 

Nor is it an easy task to submit our capricious 
will to reason enlightened by faith, or to bend our 
presumptuous intelligence before the light of the 
infinite wisdom that surpasses it. How much hu-
mility and determination are necessary to ob-
tain true peace! And who can achieve this victory 
without the virtues of meekness and fortitude? 
Asceticism, spiritual exercise, and the constant 
and fierce struggle against our erroneous criter-
ia and vices become indispensable. 

Moreover, if we consider the seductions of a 
world mired in softness and sensuality, where 
will we find the strength to stand out from the 
crowd and raise the standard of idealism virtu-
ally alone? And added to this are the the tempta-
tions of the devil, our tireless and most resource-
ful enemy… Who, then, can be a peacemaker?

The solution, dear reader, is found in the title 
of this article. It is the Third Person of the Bless-
ed Trinity, the Love of the Father and of the Son, 
the divine Fire capable of consuming our mis-
eries and enkindling the flame of pure love in us. 
Yes, only the grace of the Holy Spirit will trans-
form pusillanimous people into indomitable 
combatants under the command of the Prince of 
Peace. 

The Comforter will teach us the authentic 
meaning of love, which does not consist in the 
satisfaction of uncontrolled and self-interested 
instincts, but in the generous and total giving of 
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We must 
pray that a 
new Marian 
Pentecost 
descend upon 
us, for it is 
only in the 
Spirit of love 
and peace 
that we find 
the certainty 
of victory

self to God and to our brothers and sisters. Once 
inundated with holy charity, we will be able to re-
nounce ourselves, oppose the spirit of the world 
and reject the perfidious suggestions of Belial. 
In this way, we will become true peacemakers, 
submitted to the Lord, true to our conscience and 
slaves of love to our neighbour. 

Let us invoke the Divine Paraclete whole-
heartedly and persistently, certain that our most 
clement Father will never deny His Spirit to any-
one who suplicates Him. And let us implore the 
coming of a new Marian Pentecost, for it will be 
through Our Lady that this grace will be poured 
into our hearts. 

Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira expressed this 
yearning in a prayer he composed: “Most Holy 

Mary, beloved Daughter of God the Father, ad-
mirable Mother of God the Son, and most faithful 
Spouse of the Holy Spirit, we beseech Thee: ob-
tain, notably from the Paraclete, that He breathe 
with all the majesty, strength, and heat of His 
grace upon men, today so subject to Satan’s em-
pire, to his angels of perdition, and to his work-
ers of iniquity spread throughout the earth. Thus, 
new wonders of God will be created and the face 
of the earth be renewed, an essential condition for 
thy maternal Reign over mankind to be authen-
tic, radiant with glory and to endure throughout 
the ages.” 

The Spirit of love and peace is our hope, 
our sole solution and our certainty of vic-
tory! 

1 From Latin: peace and 
goodness.

2 Cf. ST. AUGUSTINE. 
De civitate Dei. L.XIX, 
c.13, n.1. In: Obras. Ma-

drid: BAC, 1958, t.XVII, 
p.1398. 

3 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS. Super Ioannem, 
c.XIV, lect.7.

4 Idem, ibidem.
5 CORRÊA DE OLI-

VEIRA, Plinio. Revo-
lução e Contra-Revo-
lução. 5.ed. São Paulo: 
Retornarei, 2002, p.75.

6 HUGH OF SAINT VIC-
TOR. De institutione novi-
tiorum, c.X: PL 176, 935.

7 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS, op. cit., c.XIV, 
lect.7.

Pentecost - Trinità dei Monti Church, Rome
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ew figures inspire more re-
spect than the patriarchs of 
the Old Covenant – Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob – 

whose story, by determination of the 
Divine Holy Spirit, was perpetuated 
in the pages of Sacred Scripture. Their 
lives were full of promise and sym-
bolism, and the misfortune that Jacob 
faced in his youth is a cogent example 
of this.

Since Isaac, his father, was al-
ready an old man, ill and with weak-
ened eyesight, the responsibility for 
the family rested on the shoulders of 
his mother, Rebekah, especially re-
garding the future of their two sons.1 
But a deep enmity had developed be-
tween them, and Esau sought to kill 
Jacob. 

What protection could she provide 
for the younger son, so good and in-
nocent, but incomparably inferior in 

physical strength to the elder? Her 
heart torn, Rebekah found no other 
solution: she sent Jacob to a distant 
land, where he could stay at the house 
of a relative, Laban, thus escaping 
Esau’s fury. Having taken leave of 
his parents, perhaps thinking that he 
would never see them again, the bear-
er of the promise departed.

Sr. Maria Beatriz Matos, EP

Who, among the children of Adam, is free of defect? Physical flaws, 
moral shortcomings, character deficiencies… everyone is  
subject to some imperfection! Everyone, except Mary.

Who could be 
considered as the 
true “house of God”, 
even more splendid 
than that constructed 
by Solomon?

Without the current means of 
transport, the journey would have 
taken several days. So when the 
sun set at the end of the first day, 
the young man still had a long way 
to go. He stopped to rest, with no 
other comfort than a stone for a pil-
low. In the darkness of that night, 
something sublime happened: in his 
dream, Jacob saw an immense lad-
der, on which Angels were ascending 
and descending. Awakening from his 
sleep, he exclaimed: “How awesome 
is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate 
of Heaven” (Gn 28:17).

A House that God built  
for Himself

Perhaps the great Temple of Solo-
mon – built centuries later by skilled 
but human hands, with precious but 
perishable wood – was the most 



May 2022 · Heralds of the Gospel      17

And
re

as
 F.

 B
or

ch
er

t (
CC b

y-s
a 3

.0)

splendid reflection of the “house of 
God” that Jacob contemplated on 
that occasion. Yet God Himself is the 
architect of the true House of God, 
and its memory will not perish: all 
generations will proclaim Her bless-
ed (cf. Lk 1:48), because the One 
whom Heaven and earth could not 
contain was carried in her womb. 

This Temple is Mary Most Holy, 
in whom “God dwelt not only by na-
ture, by essence, presence and power, 
as in the world; not only by grace, 
through faith, hope and charity, as 
in the Church; not only by glory, 
through the vision of the Supreme 
Good, through the enjoyment and 
perpetual possession of that infinite 
treasure, as in Paradise; but was 
present in Her by bodily in-
dwelling.”2 

Although in time Mary 
was not the first of the crea-
tures to come forth from the 
hands of the Most High, 
God already knew her 
name and had chosen Her 
for Himself even before the 
fish leaped in the waters, the 
birds crossed the sky, and the 
fruits multiplied on the bounti-
ful earth. This is the teaching the 
Church, expressed by Pius IX in the 
Bull Ineffabilis Deus: “[The Creator] 
from the very beginning, and be-
fore time began, chose and pre-
pared a Mother. In Her, the Son 
of God would become incarnate, 
and from whom, in the blessed 
fullness of time, He would be born 
into this world […] Above all crea-
tures did God so love Her that truly in 
Her was the Father well pleased with 
singular delight.3   

Who is like unto  
Mary?

In the springtime of life, hopes il-
luminate man’s path, dreams fill his 
mind and the future beckons him, 
smiling. However, there is no one 
who does not experience, after a few 

or many years, what we call frustra-
tion, either when expectations are not 
met, or when something could have 
been better than it was. However, the 
cruellest disappointments that wound 
the deepest recesses of the soul are 
not caused when aspirations or pro-
jects fail, but when someone whom 
one admired turns out to be less per-
fect than one imagined, or even un-
worthy of such consideration.

Now, who among the descendants 
of Adam is free of defect? Physic-

al flaws, moral shortcomings, tem-
peramental or character deficien-
cies… To at least one imperfection, 
all are subject! All, it is true, except 
Mary, who is a safe port to guide and 
strengthen those who are bewildered 
by the disappointments of earthly 
life.

Of all human beings, Mary is 
the only one who could not be bet-
ter than She is,4 for it was fitting that 
She whom God would call “Moth-
er” should be so pure that it would 
be impossible to conceive of greater 
purity apart from God.5 In the days 
of eternity, before time, the Creator 
“thought” of Mary and, in His love 
of predilection, could not have con-

ceived Her more perfect.
This is a truth built upon sol-

id foundations, and not just a 
play on words and ideas ar-
ranged for literary purposes 
to encourage souls bereft of 
hope.

Blessed by her fruit and  
her holiness

St. Bonaventure6 teach-
es that we can contemplate the 

Blessed Virgin under three as-
pects: in the grace of her concep-

tion, in the grace of sanctification 
and in her bodily nature. 

Although a daughter of Eve, 
Our Lady did not inherit a na-
ture that was debased by sin, 
and her human qualities are ex-
cellent in the highest degree. We 

need only mention that her intelli-
gence, for example, besides being 
strengthened by infused knowledge, 
is so penetrating and comprehensive 
that it surpasses that of all the wise 
men of history, as St. Bernardine of 
Siena explains: “How great is the dif-
ference between your understand-
ing and Mary’s? It is enormous, like 
that of understanding the leg of a fly 
and understanding all things. […] But 
let me give a better example: take the 
understanding of all learned men and 

From all eternity, 
the Divine Architect 
had planned to build 
a dwelling place for 
Himself: Mary Most 
Holy, conceived in 
utmost perfection

Allegory of Our Lady as Gate of Heaven - St. 
Patrick’s Church, Iskaheen (Ireland); previous page, 

the entrance of the Heavenly Jerusalem, by Fra 
Angelico - San Marco Museum, Florence (Italy)
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consider what they understand about 
God’s creatures, and add St. Augus-
tine, who, contemplating them, said 
much that is noble about them: I say 
that all of this is nothing in compari-
son with Mary’s understanding.”7 

Upon this spotless nature, God 
poured out abundant and unfathom-
able graces, as indicated by the greet-
ing that the Archangel Gabriel ad-
dressed to Her at the Annunciation: 
“Hail, full of grace.”

To comprehend the reality ex-
pressed by the word full, we 
must consider the size of the 
container. A thimble may be 
full, it is true, but it will not 
contain the same amount 
as a large barrel that is 
also full to the brim. 
Now, what would be the 
volume of the treasure 
kept in a “vessel” ca-
pable of containing the 
Infinite, God Himself? 
Such is Mary, and thus 
we glimpse the magni-
tude to which we refer 
when we call her “full 
of grace”.8 The Fathers – 
both Greek and Latin – did 
not dare, in their wisdom, to 
measure the grace that dwells 
in Mary’s soul, considering Her 
an abyss unfathomable to anyone 
but God.9

Throughout the ages, the Church 
has sought terms to match the eleva-
tion of Mary, without finding them. 
The piety of the faithful succeeded 
only in consecrating the term Bless-
ed Virgin, reserving it exclusive-
ly for Our Lady. Summing up cen-
turies of tradition and theology, Pius 
IX conferred the seal of papal au-
thority on this Marian privilege by 
proclaiming the dogma of the Im-
maculate Conception: “The most 
glorious Virgin was resplendent 
with such an abundance of heaven-
ly gifts, with such a fullness of grace 
and with such innocence, that She is 

an unspeakable miracle of God – in-
deed, the crown of all miracles and 
truly the Mother of God; that She ap-
proaches as near to God Himself as 
is possible for a created being; and 
that She is superior to all the praise 
of men and Angels.”10

Strongly accustomed to the com-
petition that reigns in today’s society, 
marked by the egoistic mentality ac-

cording to which the greater must al-
ways crush and despise those who are 
somehow inferior, we run the risk of 
ascribing the same way of being to 
Our Lady, judging, even implicitly, 
that She will despise the other beings 
beneath Her, or that, absorbed with 
her own holiness, She will not even 
consider them. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the love that overflows 
from her Immaculate Heart! Thus 
St. Bernard exclaims: “She opens 

the bosom of her mercy to all, so 
that all may receive from its full-

ness: the captive, his freedom; 
the sick, his healing; the sin-
ner, pardon; the just, grace; 
the Angel, joy; the Trin-
ity, entire glory, and the 
Son, human flesh. Noth-
ing is hidden from her 
warmth.”11

House of God… and 
Gate of Heaven!

In order to gain a bet-
ter idea of the immeas-
urable goodness of the 

Blessed Virgin, let us re-
call an episode narrated 

by Dona Lucilia Corrêa de 
Oliveira.

While still a young girl, she 
lived in a spacious and dignified 

house, in the small city of Piras-
sununga, in the interior of São Pa-
ulo. Her father was a lawyer and 
defended several causes in the re-
gion, assuring a dignified life for his 
family. However, there was a cer-
tain time when the family’s reserves 
were depleted and he was left with 
just one coin… Serene because the 
larder was full, he carried on with 
the family routine, waiting for the 
situation to improve. It was then that 
a beggar knocked at the door of the 
house and, pleading for charity, held 
out his hat. The head of the family 
then took that last coin and, trusting 
that God would take care of the fu-
ture, gave it to the man. 

By Jacobs ladder, 
Angels descended and 
ascended; through 
Mary, God  descended 
to earth, and through 
Her men may ascend 
to the Most High

“Jacob’s Ladder” -  St. Peter’s Church, 
Hamburg (Germany)
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1 In this regard, see the arti-
cle: The Promise of Abraham 
in the Hands of a Woman, on 
pages 24 and 25 of this issue.

2 ST. LAWRENCE OF BRIN-
DISI. Marial: María de Naza-
ret, Virgen de la plenitud. Ma-
drid: BAC, 2004, p.103-104.

3 PIUS IX. Ineffabilis Deus, n.1.
4 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 

Summa Theologiæ. I, q.25, 
a.6, ad 4.

5 Cf. ST. ANSELM OF CAN-
TERBURY. Oratio VII. In: 

Obras Completas. Madrid: 
BAC, 1953, t.II, p.318.

6 Cf. ST. BONAVENTURE. In I 
Sent., dist.44, dub.3. In: Opera 
Omnia. Parisiis: Ludovicus 
Vivès, 1864, t.II, p.161.

7 ST. BERNARDINE OF 
SIENA. Sermons. Siena: 
Tipografia Sociale, 1920, 
p.103.

8 Cf. CONRAD OF SAXONY. 
Speculum Beatæ Mariæ Vir-
ginis. Florentiæ: Quaracchi, 
1904, p.60-61.

9 Cf. TERRIEN, SJ, Jean Bap-
tiste. La Madre de Dios 
y Madre de los hombres: 
según los Santos Padres y la 
Teología. Madrid: Voluntad, 
1928, t.II, p.243-244.

10 PIUS IX, op. cit.
11 ST. BERNARD OF CLAIR-

VAUX. Sermón en el Domingo 
de la octava de la Asunción. In: 
Obras Completas. 2.ed. Ma-
drid: BAC, 2006, v.IV, p.397.

12 ST. JOHN DAMAS-
CENE. Or. I. In Dormit., 

apud ALASTRUEY, Gre-
gorio. Tratado de la Virgen 
Santísima. 3.ed. Madrid: BAC, 
1952, p.719.

13 BASIL OF SELEUCIA. Or. in 
Annunt., apud ALASTRUEY, 
op. cit., p.719.

14 ST. LOUIS-MARIE 
GRIGNION DE MONT-
FORT. True Devotion to Mary, 
n.1. In God Alone, Bay Shore, 
NY: Montfort Publications, 
1987, p. 291.

Now, Our Lady has 
not just one coin, but 
the fullness of sanc-
tity. And incompar-
ably greater than 
the compassion 
of Lucilia’s 
father on that 
occasion, is 
the mercy of 
Mary when 
we, in humil-
ity, stretch out our 
hand to Her and im-
plore her help. 

In Jacob’s dream, 
Angels descended 
and ascended the lad-
der; through Mary, God 
Himself descended to earth, 
and it is through Her that all men may 
ascend without fear to the Most High. 
Being the Mother of Christ, Our Lady 
became the link that united God to 
man, and consequently man to God. 
Thus She is not only the “House of 
God”, but also the “Gate of Heaven”.

Many Church Fathers have lift-
ed up their voices to praise Her for 
this reason: “Just as Jacob saw Heav-
en united to earth at the ends of the 
ladder, so You [Mary], fulfilling the 
office of mediator, have united what 
had been torn asunder”;12 “Hail to 
Thee, full of grace, mediator between 
God and men, so that, when the wall 
of enmity has been destroyed, heav-

Our Lady is waiting 
for humanity to rec-
ognize itself as sick, 
sinful and captive, 
in order to open to 
it treasures of grace 
hitherto unknown

enly and earthly things 
may be united.”13 

Perhaps Mary is 
waiting for humanity to 

come forward hu-
miliated, hat in 

hand, recog-
nizing itself 
as sick, sin-
ful and cap-

tive, in order to 
open to it treas-

ures of grace hither-
to unknown. Yes, Our 
Lady longs to pour 
out her mercy on this 
humanity which, over 

the course of the cen-
turies, has so insistent-

ly sought the upward path 
of progress, but has ignored the only 
sure ascending Stairway it should 
climb; this humanity which has 
longed to find its fulfilment in this 
world, has sought in vain for a short-
cut to happiness, but has distanced 
itself from Her who is the Gate of 
Heaven.

When this happens, the world 
will have found peace in Mary, and 
will give the Trinity due glory; then 
Our Lady will establish her Reign, 
for “It was through the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary that Jesus Christ 
came into the world, and it is also 
through Her that He must reign in 
the world.” 14 

The Virgin and Child - Church of Our Lady 
of the Assumption, Lanquais (France)
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To lose oneself in Mary’s interior abyss, to identify oneself 
with Her by the bond of the slavery of love in order to love and 
glorify Jesus through Her: this is the excellent path to which 
St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort invites us.

ituated at the confluence of 
two modest waterways – the 
Meu and the Garun – which 
flow among the oaks of Brit-

tany, the peaceful town of Montfort 
still seemed, in the middle of the 17th 
century, to preserve the sturdy granite 
faith on which its glorious history had 
been built – a past of exploits so well 
evoked by its walls. However, these 
rocks did not yet know the most aus-
picious event of Montfort-sur-Meu, for 
it began on January 31, 1673, the day 
Louis-Marie Grignion, second son of 
Jean-Baptiste Grignion and Jeanne 
Robert, was born.

The cradle chosen and prepared 
by Providence for the Saint’s birth, 
Montfort became a perennial sym-
bol of a supernatural reality that this 
man of God’s life and feats made ex-
plicit to humanity: a special deep-
ening in devotion to the Holy Mother 
of the Creator, brought to the extreme 
of slavery and complete surrender of 
oneself to her maternal care. 

To understand the extent of this 
surrender, St. Louis de Montfort need-
ed to make of his existence an intim-
ate, prolonged and loving meditation 
on Our Lady, so that the Most High 
would teach him a secret that he could 

never have found in ancient books or 
those of his contemporaries. It is the 
secret of Mary, the mystery of an in-
timate relationship with the Moth-
er of God, which at the end of his 
life St. Louis transcribed in the Trea-
tise on True Devotion to Mary, bring-
ing together the teachings which will 
form, until the end of time, the au-
thentic servants of the Queen of the 
Universe.

Let us briefly look at this life of 
meditation that prepared the drafting 
of the Treatise.

Delighting in Mary’s company

When only twelve years old, Louis 
was sent by his parents to study at 

College of Saint Thomas Becket in 
Rennes, where he stayed with his 
uncle Alain Robert, a priest of the 
Saint-Sauveur parish.

Contrary to the customs of his 
peers, as a teenager he tried to prac-
tice recollection often, preferably at 
the feet of some statue of Our Lady 
in the neighbouring churches, thus 
avoiding the worldly affairs that sur-
rounded him.

From 1695, when he was a postu-
lant in the seminary of Saint-Sulpice, 
the young man’s soul rose ever high-
er, like an eagle soaring aloft among 
the clouds to contemplate more fully 
the almost infinite splendours of the 
Morning Star. Our Lady was the only 
panorama that this eagle was pleased 
to admire. Any entertainment from 
which the names of Jesus and Mary 
were absent was insipid and distaste-
ful to him.

During those years, he did not 
lack excellent readings which so-
lidified in his soul the principles in-
spired by grace, such as Henri-Marie 
Boudon’s Dieu seul. Le saint esclav-
age de l’admirable Mère de Dieu, 
and the Psalter of the Virgin attrib-
uted to St. Bonaventure. It was while 
still in the seminary that the Saint 

St. Louis de 
Montfort carried 
devotion to Our 
Lady to the extreme 
of slavery and 
complete surrender 
into her hands
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decided to found the association of 
the Slaves of Mary in order to propa-
gate the doctrine of holy slavery, the 
distinctive sign of his ministerial 
apostolate. 

However, what helps us more 
clearly understand the intensity of 
his relationship with the Lady of 
the Angels are the little-known mo-
ments when She visited and person-
ally communicated her maternal de-
signs to the apostle whom She had 
chosen. 

On one occasion, a man entered 
the sacristy to go to Confession and 
found the missionary, already at the 
end of his days, conversing with a 
Lady of indescribable whiteness. As 
if in apology for the inconvenience, 
he received the amiable explanation: 
“My friend, I am enjoying the com-
pany of Mary, my good Mother.”1 
Were such miraculous encounters 
with the Queen of the Universe com-
monplace for Louis? Judging by the 
naturalness of his remark, there is rea-
son to think so… 

Recollected in La Rochelle

At the end of his fruitful life, St. 
Louis de Montfort decided to con-
sign to paper the doctrine that he had 
so successfully for many 
years taught, in public 
and in private, during his 
missions. 

In all probability, it was 
the autumn of 1712, in the 
tranquil city of La Ro-
chelle. A bed, a table, a 
chair and candelabra were 
all the trappings of his 
dwelling in the hermitage 
of St. Elias, where he spent 
the last mission years and 
wrote with his own hand 
the lines of the so-called 
Treatise on True Devotion 
to Mary.

The writing went rela-
tively quickly, the result of 
an enormous remote prep-

aration: abundant readings, familiar 
conversations with the holiest and 
wisest figures of his time, inces-
sant preaching and ardent pray-
ers for many decades. 

The hatred of hell

It inevitably happens in 
salvation history that every 
holy work which bears good 
fruit is hated and opposed by 
the Serpent’s race. Thus the 
writing of St. Louis also became 
the target of infernal forces, as the 
Saint had prophesied in a strikingly 
accurate manner: “I clearly foresee 
that raging beasts will come in fury 
to tear to pieces with their diabolic-

al teeth this little book and the one the 
Holy Spirit made use of to write it, or 
they will cause it at least to lie hidden 
in the darkness and silence of a chest 
and so prevent it from seeing the light 
of day.  They will even attack and 
persecute those who read it and put 
into practice what it contains.”2 

In fact, during the French Revolu-
tion the manuscript was locked in a 
box and hidden in Saint-Laurent-sur-
Sèrvre, in a field near the chapel dedi-
cated to St. Michael the Archangel. 

Once the storm had passed, 
it remained forgotten there 
until April 29, 1842, when 
a missionary of the Com-
pany of Mary found it 
among other old books.

After the discovery, some 
doubts arose as to certain 
corrections made, which 
did not appear to be the au-
thor’s, as well as several 
pages that had mysteriously 
disappeared.

Originally, the work con-
sisted of nineteen note-
books, the first seven of 
which were lost. Of the 
eighth, only ten pages re-
mained, and of the last, 
only six. For this reason 

From his recollection 
at La Rochelle, the 
Saint of Montfort 
set down in writing 
that which he had 
taught and practised 
for decades

The table on which St. Louis de Montfort wrote the “Treatise on 
True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin” - Convent of the Daughters 

of Wisdom, Saint-Laurent-sur-Sèvre (France)

St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort - 
Private collection
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no one knows the real name of the 
Treatise. It is supposed that it is most 
probably Preparation for the Reign 
of Jesus Christ, because St. Louis 
calls it such in the manuscript.3 As 
for the actual title, it was given to 
the work when the first edition was 
printed. 

Nevertheless, neither the lost title, 
nor even the almost one hundred 
pages that have disappeared, pre-
vent it from bringing about in souls 
the conversions that the Virgin so 
ardently awaits, for the Treatise 
is the bearer of graces that teach 
hearts even more profoundly than 
the words it contains instructs 
minds. 

Rescued from obscurity and 
placed on the lamp-stand, the new 
Marian doctrine contained in those 
few pages began to spread through-
out the world, and the number of 
the slaves of Mary multiplied, as 
it continues to do right into in the 
twenty-first century.

Now, what new and powerful 
doctrine is this, so feared by hell 
that every means were employed 
to make it disappear? 

In search of the most 
precious pearl

Slavery: There is no lower 
condition. But “among Christian 
peoples, nothing makes a person 
belong more completely to Jesus 
and His holy Mother than vol-
untary slavery. Our Lord Him-
self gave us the example of this when 
out of love for us He ‘took the form 
of a slave’ – forma servi accipiens. 
Our Lady gave us the same example 
when She called herself the hand-
maid or slave of the Lord.”4 

To bind oneself to the hands of Our 
Lady is, as the Saint amply argues,5 the 
shortest, most efficacious, perfect and 
secure way to fully unite ourselves to 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, to con-
summate the spiritual life and attain 
sanctity.

lose yourself in Her, only to find God 
in Her.”6 Once this priceless pearl is 
possessed, what can the human soul 
desire more than to remain with it, 
even in the beatific vision? 

This is a clause which fortunately 
appears in the essential words of the 
formula composed by St. Louis: “I 
surrender and consecrate myself to 
You, body and soul, as your slave, 
with all that I possess, both spirit-
ual and material, even including the 

value of all my good actions, past, 
present, and to come. I give you 
the full right to dispose of me and 
all that belongs to me, without 
any reservations, in whatever way 
You please, for the greater glory 
of God in time and throughout 
eternity.”7  

Such a complete surrender to 
a mere creature – Mother of God 
and Queen of Heaven and earth, 
no doubt, but still merely human – 
could not fail to raise opposition, 
which the Saint of Montfort had 
also already foreseen: 

“If any critic reading this should 
imagine that I am exaggerating or 
speaking from an excess of de-
votion, he has not, alas, under-
stood what I have said. Either he 
is a carnal man who has no taste 
for the spiritual; or he is a proud 
and critical man who ridicules 
and condemns anything he does 
not understand. But those who are 
born not of blood, nor of flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God and 

of Mary, understand and appreciate 
what I have to say. It is for them that I 
am writing.”8 

The apostles of the latter times

St. Louis’ prophetic sense was 
far-reaching, for he did not imagine 
that these souls receptive to the sub-
lime devotion of the slavery of love 
were restricted to those who were 
alive at that time, but he envisioned 
them on his supernatural horizon in 
a future period: 

St. Louis Grignion de Montfort before Our Lady 
Queen of Hearts, with his “Treatise”  

at the foot of her throne

To bind oneself 
to Mary was, for 
him, the shortest, 
most efficacious, 
perfect and secure 
way to fully unite 
oneself to Our Lord

Now, following the recommen-
dations of St. Louis to the letter, we 
shall see that devotion to Mary, taken 
to the extreme, requires the most rad-
ical surrender to Her of all that one 
possesses, both in the order of nature 
and of grace, as he himself strongly 
recommends: “If you have discov-
ered this treasure in the field of Mary, 
this pearl of great price, you should 
sell all you have to purchase it. You 
must offer yourself to Mary, happily 
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10 Idem, n.58, p.277.
11 ST. LOUIS MARIE 

GRIGNION DE MONT-
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12 Idem, n.217, p.360.
13 Cf. Idem, n.113, p.324.

“We are given reason to be-
lieve that, towards the end of 
time and perhaps sooner than 
we expect, God will raise up great 
men filled with the Holy Spirit 
and imbued with the spirit of Mary. 
Through them Mary, Queen most 
powerful, will work great wonders 
in the world, destroying sin and set-
ting up the Kingdom of Jesus her Son 
upon the ruins of the corrupt king-
dom of the world. These holy men 
will accomplish this by means of the 
devotion of which I only trace the 
main outlines and which suffers from 
my incompetence.”9

These apostles of the latter 
times, according to the expres-
sion of St. Louis, will not only 
live his teachings in a radical 
way, but will be living torches to 
illuminate the hearts of men with 
the spirit of Mary, preparing souls 
for the reign of her Divine Son:

“As it was through Mary that God 
came into the world the first time in 
a state of self-abasement and priva-
tion, may we not say that it will be 
again through Mary that He will 
come the second time? For does not 
the whole Church expect Him to 
come and reign over all the earth and 
to judge the living and the dead? No 
one knows how and when this will 
come to pass…”10 

“Adveniat regnum Mariæ”

The immensity of his desires 
made him groan as he awaited this 
new order of things that devotion to 

“When will that 
happy day come 
when God’s Mother 
is enthroned in men’s 
hearts as Queen? 
When will souls 
breathe Mary as the 
body breathes air?”

St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort - 
St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican

Mary, as he had taught it, would bring 
about: 

“When will that happy day come… 
when God’s Mother is enthroned in 
men’s hearts as Queen, subjecting 
them to the dominion of her great and 
princely Son? When will souls breathe 
Mary as the body breathes air? When 
that time comes wonderful things 
will happen on earth. The Holy Spirit, 
finding His dear Spouse present again 
in souls, will come down into them 
with great power. He will fill them 
with the gifts, especially wisdom, by 
which they will produce wonders of 
grace.”11 

It is with good reason that the 
most probable name of the Treatise 
is Preparation for the Reign of Jesus 
Christ. The age of Our Lord will 
come at the moment when sacred 
slavery is spread throughout all 
mankind: “That day will dawn only 
when the devotion I teach is under-
stood and put into practice. Ut ad-
veniat regnum tuum, adveniat reg-
num Mariæ.”12

While the humanity of this cen-
tury are inebriated with the attrac-
tions of this world, which is incap-
able of offering the soul the only good 
that can satisfy it, let us turn our eyes 
to Our Lady and make the prayer of 
the Marian Saint our own: that in the 
near or distant future the Blessed Vir-
gin will have more children, servants 
and slaves of love than ever before, 
and that through them Jesus, my dear 
Lord, will reign more than ever in the 
hearts of men.13 



Sr. Patrícia Victoria Jorge Villegas, EP

The Promise of Abraham in the 
Hands of a Woman
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orming one Heart with her 
Divine Son, “the First-born 
of all creation,” in whom 
“all things were created, in 

Heaven and on earth” (Col 1:15-16), 
the Blessed Virgin is the axis around 
which the events of history revolve. 
God modelled all of creation on Jesus 
and Mary, and any forms of virtue or 
beauty that exist in souls and other be-
ings are but reflections of their un-
surpassable perfections.

Accordingly, the patriarchs, the 
prophets and the holy women of 
the Old Testament were, each in 
their own way, prefigures of 
the Saviour and His Mother, 
and their lives constituted 
true prophecies concerning 
them. Isaac, for example, 
announced the mystery of 
Redemption by accepting to 
be sacrificed to God by the 
hands of his own father (cf. Gn 
22:1-9), and Judith, in beheading 
Holofernes (cf. Jdt 13:7-8), proph-
esied our Lady’s victory over the 
race of Satan. 

Now, among the providential 
women of the Old Law, one 
draws our attention in a particu-
lar way because of the trust that 
Providence placed in her and 
because of the similarity of her 
mentality with Our Lady’s, even 

vant of Abraham, to marry Isaac, and 
discerning the Lord’s hand in this 
call, she did not hesitate to let go of all 
she had and to give her “fiat”, as the 
Mother of the Redeemer would later 
do at the proposal of the Archangel 
(cf. Gn 24:33-58; Lk 1:38).

The sacred author, under the in-
spiration of the Paraclete, describes 
her thus: “The maiden was very fair 
to look upon, a virgin, whom no man 
had known” (Gn 24:16). On seeing 
her, Isaac was immediately charmed 

by her virtues and her beauty, and 
thus consoled after the death of 

his mother, Sarah. 
Now, as usually happens 

with God’s chosen ones, it 
was not long before perplex-
ity entered Rebekah’s life. 
Despite the holiness of her 
union with Isaac, she was 

barren, which constituted a 
paradoxical obstacle to the ful-

filment of the divine promise that 
hovered over both of them… How-
ever, aware that “with God nothing 
will be impossible” (Lk 1:37), this 

upright soul dedicated herself to pray 
confidently for progeny. 

After twenty sorrowful years 
of waiting, Rebekah finally 
began to sense that she had con-
ceived. However, she experienced 
something akin to a duel with-

Among the providential women of the Old Law, one 
especially stands out for her lofty mission and the similarity 
of her mentality with Our Lady’s. Who was she?

before She appeared on this earth: 
Rebekah, wife of Isaac.

“Two nations are in your womb”

Indeed, from her youth Rebekah 
manifested an admirable docility to 
the divine designs. On hearing the in-
vitation from the lips of Eliezer, ser-

Rebekah and Eliezer - Collegiate Church 
of Our Lady of Dinant (Belgium)

Discerning the Lord’s hand in the invitation 
proffered by Eliezer, she unhesitatingly let 

go of all she had and gave her “fiat”
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in her, which caused her ter-
rible pain. Unable to under-
stand what was happening, 
“she went to inquire of the 
Lord. And the Lord said to 
her, ‘Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples, born 
of you, shall be divided; the 
one shall be stronger than the 
other, the elder shall serve the 
younger’” (Gn 25:22-23). 

This revelation – the only 
one in Sacred Scripture in 
which God directly address-
es a woman – was not long 
in coming to pass. Rebekah 
gave birth to two children 
who represented two lines of 
spiritual descendants, ene-
mies until the end of time: 
that of the faithful souls and 
holders of the divine blessing, personi-
fied in Jacob, and the lineage of trans-
gressors, whose prototype was Esau.1

The fate of the promise 
in her hands 

Rebekah’s prophetic mission began 
with the birth of her twin sons. The 
only one who knew the real designs of 
God on both of them, she had to obtain 
the patriarchal blessing for her young-
est son Jacob. 

Isaac believed that the promise of 
Abraham would rest on Esau, and 
for this reason he had a certain pref-
erence for him. He was also unaware 
that this unworthy son had sold his 
birthright to his brother in exchange 
for a dish of lentils. Sensing his ap-
proaching death, he wanted to bless 
him. Before doing so, however, he 
asked him to go hunting and prepare 
him a succulent dish.

Rebekah, who had heard the dia-
logue between the two, understood that 
at that moment the destiny of Abra-
ham’s promise passed through her 
hands. Wise, prudent and sagacious, 
she immediately devised a plan in fa-
vour of her son Jacob. Knowing that 
Isaac was no longer able to distinguish 

with the chosen son, Rebecca 
was a Marian soul par excel-
lence. Indeed, “Our Lady was 
also endowed with the gift of 
holy sagacity. […] The Virgin 
humiliates the devil by using 
power, discretion and cun-
ning to trample upon his head 
and snatch from his accursed 
clutches the souls he intends 
to bring to perdition.”3 More-
over, She treats all those who 
trust in Her as new “Jacobs”: 
She adorns them with the pre-
rogatives that they lack to be 
heirs of the blessing and ob-
tains for them from God the 
graces and mercy that by 
their own merits they would 
never attain.

A fidelity that marked history!

Undeniably, Rebekah’s interven-
tion in events was decisive. With-
out her, what would have become of 
Abraham’s posterity? What would 
have become of the divine promise in 
the irresponsible and ungodly hands 
of Esau? The history of our Faith will 
never cease to praise the holiness of 
this lady, whose example will fill 
faithful souls with admiration until 
the end of time! 

May she intercede for us with Mary 
Most Holy and grant us the grace to 
imitate her fidelity when, if it pleas-
es God, circumstances may cause the 
future of Holy Church to pass also 
through our hands, however small and 
weak. 

1 Cf. ST. LOUIS-MARIE GRIGNON DE 
MONTFORT. Tratado da verdadeira 
devoção à Santíssima Virgem, n.185-200. 
40.ed. Petrópolis: Vozes, 2010, p.180-192.

2 Idem, n.184, p.177.
3 CLÁ DIAS, EP, João Scognamiglio. 

Maria Santíssima! O Paraíso de Deus 
revelado aos homens [Mary Most Holy! 
God’s Paradise Revealed to Men].São 
Paulo: Arautos do Evangelho, 2020, v.III, 
p.34-35.

Detail of “Isaac blessing Jacob”, by the Isaac Master -  
St. Francis of Assisi Basilica, Assisi (Italy)

Rebekah’s intervention in events was decisive. What 
would have become of the divine promise in the 

ungodly hands of Esau?

physiognomies because of his ad-
vanced age, she ordered Jacob to go to 
the field and bring two young goats so 
that she herself could prepare them. In 
this way, he could go ahead of Esau and 
receive the blessing in his place. Jacob 
hesitated: “Behold, my brother Esau is 
a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 
Perhaps my father will feel me, and I 
shall seem to be mocking him, and 
bring a curse upon myself and not a 
blessing” (Gn 27:11-12). But Rebekah, 
seized by a supernatural certainty in the 
divine promise, replied: “Upon me be 
your curse, my son” (Gn 27:13).

An essentially Marian soul

After preparing the dish to be of-
fered to Isaac, Rebekah began to dis-
guise her youngest son: she dressed 
him in his brother’s clothes and cov-
ered his hands and neck with goat’s 
hair. Thus wrapped up in his moth-
er’s protection, Jacob finally presented 
himself to his father. Divine Provi-
dence then guided the Patriarch’s dis-
cernment and the blessing of the birth-
right was granted to him, according to 
the will of the Lord (cf. Gn 27:18-29).

Through her “holy stratagem full of 
mystery”2 and her maternal mediation 
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ne day, Plinio was in gym-
nastics class at St. Louis 
College, where he studied.1 
As he would later recount, 

the area was framed by elegant and 
graceful bamboo trees, planted with 
well-aligned and symmetrical regu-
larity on a ground covered with pure 
white sand. 

Contemplating that magnificent ar-
rangement of nature, he was profound-
ly touched by a sensation of discipline, 
elevation and cleanliness. He would 
preserve the memory of what he ex-
perienced on this occasion until the 
end of his life. 

“The analogy which came to my 
spirit, while contemplating the bam-
boo grove, was of a perfect human or-
der, like the rectilinear alignment of 

lently around the school, rosary in 
hand, meditatively, with black cas-
sock and sash, wearing the classic 
biretta on his head. Another walked 
along the row of bamboos, peacefully 
and serenely praying his black-bound 
breviary. They would encounter each 
other in the courtyard, greet one an-
other, and continue on their way.”

All of this dignity and composure 
was contrary to the disorder that would 
reign when the boys were there with 
their commotion and chaos, ill-treat-
ment, egalitarianism and brutality. 

A crusader of universal order

Plinio saw, then, the contrast be-
tween the order of nature and of the 
Church, in such accord with all that 
he loved, and, on the other side, the 

While She announced the triumph of her Immaculate Heart in Portugal, 
Our Lady was already preparing the fulfilment of this magnificent and 
prophetic design in Brazil. For this purpose, She chose a young boy.

that arboreal wall. The bamboo tops, 
swaying at a great height, seemed to 
me to symbolize order and intransi-
gence. […] The upright and dense 
grove evoked the impression of a 
squadron of warriors in battle array, 
raising their long sabres and seem-
ing to touch the blue of the sky. And 
the sun, admiring and ceremonious, 
began to set over them, descending 
slowly and projecting shadows on the 
sand-covered ground. […] From an-
other perspective, the evening lights 
of the still-little São Paulo of the time 
had extraordinary beauties and tri-
umphal luminosities, which thrilled 
me to the core.” 

Another component further add-
ed to the beauty of this scene: “From 
time to time, a priest would stroll si-

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

Contemplating a bamboo grove at school during a gymnastics class, the young Plinio concluded: “The day will 
come when the orderliness in creation will no longer tolerate the sins of men and will rise up to chastise them”

At left, students taking part in a gymnastics class next to the bamboo grove of St. Louis College;  
at right, recess on the same courtyard, during the time Plinio studied there
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whole world immersed in sin. And 
he thought: “This is the order which 
God placed in the world! Order in the 
Church: the Jesuits praying, slow-
ly and seriously. The order that God 
wished to reveal to man through na-
ture: the bamboo grove, which also 
represents the past, because the 
persons who knew how to plant the 
bamboos in a straight line were not 
like this gang of boys… How I love 
this order!” 

Called from his childhood to rep-
resent the order of the universe, he 
entered into full consonance and 
made himself one with the reflec-
tions of it that he encountered. There 
in the courtyard of the school, crying 
out for that order and desiring that 
all things be arranged in accordance 
with their purpose, he sensed an in-
terior voice of grace, and said to him-
self, with full conviction: “Humanity 
is lost, and is heading towards a heca-
tomb. The day will come when the 
orderliness in creation will no longer 
tolerate the sins of men and will rise 
up to chastise them.” 

Now, he did not arrive at this idea 
by hearing some prophecy, but rath-
er led by his sense of being and dis-
cernment of spirits. This was the first 
movement of grace with regard to a 
future universal chastisement and an 
intervention of Providence that would 
convulse nature, transform human-
ity and implant order. And he even 
glimpsed what the conclusion would 
be of the events he foresaw: “I under-
stood that this event would not be the 
end of time as such, but would bring 
about an era in which men would re-
ceive the final teachings before hist-
ory came to a close, and I asked my-
self: ‘How will the earth be, on the day 
when sin is vanquished and people 
come to their senses?’ And I pon-
dered: ‘The good that exists now will 
continue, but that future era will be 
much better than all of this, since it 
will comprise God’s rebuttal to evil. 
And the Church will be Queen!’” 

And he immediately strengthened 
his resolution to fight for the good, like 
a crusader of universal order: “I will 
dedicate my life to working against 
chaos, and for the re-establishment 
of God’s order! I will be the soldier of 
this hope! But to call it a ‘hope’ is not 
enough. For me, it amounts to a cer-
tainty: the order of the universe will 
not allow itself to be defeated by evil!”

The clamour of creatures for the  
order of creation 

It was an entirely theological prin-
ciple formulated by a boy who lacked 
the knowledge of a learned man, but 
whose soul was filled with inno-
cence, a sense of sanctity and a pro-
found supernatural intuition with re-
spect to the harmony of Creation. 

In effect, among creatures, this or-
der is established by God in such a way 
that a single sin is enough to reverber-
ate through all of nature in something 
like a tremor of indignation, with the 
tendency to avenge the fault. And if 
the Angels did not hold back the stars, 

the oceans, the sands of the deserts, 
the animals and plant life, and if they 
did not maintain the earth in its orbit, 
everything would enter into convul-
sion and would tend to rise up against 
that sinner to annihilate him for hav-
ing disrupted that order which must 
not be altered.2

When man abandons the Faith, 
rebelling against God or turning his 
back on Him and establishing a true 
image of hell on earth, the moment 
must come in which He withdraws 
His hand, so to speak, and allows na-
ture to wreak its retribution. As a con-
sequence, catastrophes begin to escal-
ate. Dr. Plinio would later comment: 
“Catholic doctrine portrays an order-
ly universe, which leads to the cer-
tainty that all things ought to proceed 
towards this order or the world will 
end. For there is, as it were, a clam-
our of all of nature which cries out and 
begs God for vengeance whenever He 
is disobeyed.” 

The message received 
and understood 

Narrating these episodes, Dr. Plin-
io did not hesitate to acknowledge the 
supernatural aspect of what happened 
on that day as he contemplated the 
bamboo grove, and of the perceptive-
ness of his predictions of the world’s 
future. “I clearly recognize that it was, 
above all else, a fruit of grace; since for 
a child of that age to reach such pro-
found conclusions, the simple resour-
ces of nature are inadequate. I am even 
inclined to admit that something of a 
mystical character had taken place.” 

Indeed, such elevated reflections 
cannot be explained without the in-
tense influence of mystical graces. 
It was 1920 or 1921, shortly after the 
apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima, 
and in the schoolyard of St. Louis 
College, a secret unknown to any-
one was revealed to a young boy, con-
cerning the chastisement to come 
and the conditions for the establish-
ment of a historical era in which She 

“I will be the soldier of the certainty 
that the order of the universe will not 
allow itself to be defeated by evil!”

Plinio in the Marian Congregation of  
St. Louis College, in 1921



On Pilgrimage Within a Gaze
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know no countenance equal to 
this one. I have it right in front of 
me and, moved by an inveterate 

habit of observing and making every-
thing explicit for my own purposes, I 
gaze at it attentively. And suddenly I 
perceive that I am entering it.

Indeed, this unique expression 
emanates from the face and especial-
ly from the eyes, enveloping me in the 
ambience it creates. At the same time, I 
feel invited to enter deep into her gaze.

What a gaze! No other is so calm, 
candid, pure, or welcoming. In no 
other can one penetrate with such 
ease. However, no other offers such 
unfathomable depths that they dis-
appear on the distant horizons.

The further we venture into this 
gaze, the more it draws us to an in-
describable summit, spiritual and sub-
lime.

crystalline, categorical and irresist-
ible rule excludes every form of evil, 
however slight or small. 

One could spend a whole life-
time roaming within that gaze, with-
out ever reaching the summit of that 
peak. Nevertheless, it would not be a 
futile endeavour. Within that gaze one 
does not take steps, but soars. One is 
not on a walk, but a pilgrimage.

Although the pilgrim does not 
reach the height of that sacred moun-
tain, the sum of all created perfection, 
he sees it with ever increasing clarity 
the more he soars toward Her.

Throughout this pilgrimage of the 
soul, as it soars within this gaze, it is 
not only enveloped by it, but this gaze 
penetrates it. When the pilgrim clos-
es his eyes, he sees, as it were with a 
light, into the deepest recesses of his 
own soul. I have the impression that 

After beholding the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
that had shed miraculous tears in 1972, Dr. Plinio raised a 
hymn of love and admiration whose eloquence marked all 
who read it.

What summit? A state of soul I 
would be tempted to describe as filled 
with paradox, if the word para-
dox, so misused today, did not seem 
disrespectful.

Scholasticism says every perfec-
tion results from the balance of har-
monious opposites. It is by no means 
a precarious balance between fla-
grant contradictions – and in saying 
this my thoughts turn to that poor, 
sclerotic and vacillating peace which 
the contemporary world seeks to pre-
serve at the cost of so many conces-
sions and so many disgraces – but 
rather a supreme harmony between 
every form of good. 

In the depth of this gaze, I see arise 
precisely this peak where all perfec-
tions meet. It is a peak incomparably 
higher than the columns that support 
the firmament. It is a peak where a 

1 The facts narrated here took 
place when Dr. Plinio Corrêa 
de Oliveira was about twelve 
years of age.

2 Concerning the impact of 
sin on the order of the uni-

verse, it is thus explained by 
Pope Paul VI in the Apos-
tolic Constitution Indulgen-
tiarum doctrina of January 1, 
1967: “Every sin in fact caus-
es a perturbation in the uni-
versal order established by 

God in His ineffable wisdom 
and infinite charity, and the 
destruction of immense val-
ues with respect to the sinner 
himself as much as to the hu-
man community” (PAUL VI. 
Indulgentiarum doctrina, 

n. 2). The great exponent of 
Marian devotion St. Louis-
Marie Grignion de Montfort, 
in his Fiery Prayer, also re-
fers to this principle: “All 
creatures, even the most in-
sensitive, lie groaning under 

would reign over the earth. While it is 
true that the three shepherd children 
spoke to the world in explicit declara-
tions and made an invitation to hu-
manity, it is also true that this particu-
lar boy was not only called to speak 

to the world, but to fight for the con-
struction of a new world.

And that message, whose signifi-
cance was perhaps not fully compre-
hended by the children at Cova da 
Iria, was perfectly understood by the 

boy in São Paulo, assisted by the gifts 
Providence lavished upon him. He 
loved this interior communication, 
adhered with his entire soul to the 
Holy Church, as well as to the order 
of the universe, attacked and wound-

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira
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the burden of Babylon’s 
countless sins and plead with 
Thee to come and renew all 
things: omnis creatura inge-
miscit (cf. Rom 8:22)” (ST. 
LOUIS-MARIE GRIGNION 
DE MONTFORT. Prière 

Embrasée, n. 5. In: Œuvres 
Complètes. Paris: Du Seuil, 
1966, p.677). Also eloquent 
in this respect is the passage 
from the Book of Wisdom 
that mentions the cooper-
ation of inanimate creatures 

with God and His works: 
“Creation will join with Him 
to fight against the madmen. 
Shafts of lightning will fly 
with true aim, and will leap 
to the target as from a well-
drawn bow of clouds, and 

hailstones full of wrath will 
be hurled as from a catapult; 
the water of the sea will rage 
against them and the rivers 
will relentlessly overwhelm 
them.” (5:20-22).

if he remains faithful in this flight 
throughout his life, when he closes his 
eyes for good, this light will shine in 
the depths of his soul for all eternity.

The gaze is the soul of the physi-
ognomy. What a physiognomy I have 
before me! To a fool it would seem 
inexpressive. To a keen observer it 
manifests a fullness of soul that is 
greater than history, because it touch-
es on eternity. Greater than the uni-
verse, because it mirrors the infinite. 

The forehead seems to harbour 
thoughts that, starting with a manger 
and ending with a Cross, embrace all 
human events. 

The whole face, the nose, whose 
line possesses a charm “more beauti-
ful than beauty,” according to the 
poet; the lips, silent but which say 
everything at every moment, seem to 
praise God in each creature according 
to the characteristics of each one; and 
to beseech God for every misery as if 
pitying the peculiarities of each one of 
them… Compared to the eloquence 
of these lips, that of Demosthenes or 
Cicero would be nothing but bluster. 
How can we describe the complexion: 
snow-white? The adjective says it all 
and says nothing. For, to describe it, 
one would have to imagine a snowi-
ness that displayed in its depth, with 
infinite discretion, all the shades of 
the rainbow, and in this very way in-
spire in the soul of those who contem-
plate it all the charms of purity. 

Yes, I went on pilgrimage with-
in this gaze that is so full of surprises. 
And, unexpectedly, I realize that the 
gaze is at the same time on pilgrimage 
within me. It is a poor and merciful pil-
grimage, not from splendour to splen-
dour, but from want to want and from 
misery to misery. By my only opening 
myself to it, it offers me a remedy for 
every defect, a solution for every ob-
stacle, and a hope for every affliction. 

But, in the end, what do I have 
before me? A wooden statue like so 
many others, without any special art-
istic value. 

Nevertheless, it is only by my look-
ing at it that, without moving, without 

ed by sin, and once again said: “I will 
be against this world!”

Put in other terms, it could be said 
that, while She announced the tri-
umph of her Immaculate Heart in Por-
tugal, Our Lady was already prepar-

ing the fulfilment of this magnificent 
and prophetic design in Brazil. 

Taken, with slight adaptations,  
from: O dom de Sabedoria  

na mente, vida e obra de  

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira [The Gift  
of Wisdom in the Mind, Life and  

Work of Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira]. 
Città del Vaticano-São Paulo:  
LEV; Lumen Sapientiæ, 2016,  

v.I, p.328-334

Pilgrim Statue of  
Our Lady of Fatima -  

New Orleans

the slightest transformation, this statue 
begins to radiate all these splendours. 

How? I do not know either. It is 
the statue of Our Lady of Fatima that 
shed tears in New Orleans1 over the 
sins of men and the punishments 
they are accumulating upon them-
selves. 

Everywhere it goes, the statue at-
tracts crowds. I insist, reader. If you 
believe in the description that I have 
made, I invite you in your turn to 
make this magnificent pilgrimage 
within the gaze of the Virgin. 

Pray then for yourself. Pray for 
Holy Church, troubled and tormented 
as never before. And for this enor-
mous Brazil that is Mary’s.

Taken from: Folha de São Paulo.  
São Paulo. Year LVI. No.17.389  

(Nov. 12, 1976); p.3

1 In July 1972, a pilgrim statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima, sculpted under the guid-
ance of Sister Lucia, seer of the appar-
itions, shed tears thirteen times in the 
city of New Orleans, in the United States. 
On the 21st of the same month, the Folha 
de São Paulo published an impressive 
photograph of the image in whose eyes 
one could clearly distinguish the tears, 
one of which was already hanging from 
the tip of her nose, about to fall. This was 
the beginning of Dr. Plinio’s intense rela-
tionship with this representation of Our 
Lady which, from that moment on, he 
would call the Sacred Image.
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The Price of Integrity

Bruna Piva
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t the break of dawn on May 
27, 1541, the Countess of 
Salisbury was told that her 
last hour had come. Her 

long and unjust captivity in the dread-
ed Tower of London was over. In de-
fence of her innocence, her sense of 
justice still led her to protest against 
King Henry’s cruelty. Nevertheless, 
her objections were ignored, and she 
went out with a firm and resolute step 
to the place of execution. 

About one hundred and fifty people 
were gathered there to witness the 
gruesome spectacle. Without losing 

the composure stemming from her 
noble lineage nor the dignity befit-
ting a white-haired septuagenarian, 
the prisoner, after commending her 
soul to God, knelt down on the crude 
wooden platform. 

However, the executioner, an in-
experienced and clumsy young man, 
unfit for such an office, struck the vic-
tim’s shoulders with his axe in a hid-
eous manner, which only increased 
her final suffering. Lacerated by 
pain, the unfortunate lady instinctive-
ly arose and began to run around the 
platform, but was soon stopped. Final-

ly, after repeated inept blows, her head 
was severed.

The shocking aspect of this account 
would naturally suggest that the con-
demned woman must have committed 
a particularly grave atrocity or some 
wicked treachery. However, there was 
no just reason for her condemnation… 
and perhaps this was the real reason 
for such violence.

After all, the worst punishments 
in the world are most often meted out 
not against crime, but innocence. The 
truth of this is borne out, among count-
less other examples, by the Passion 

Margaret shone in English history for her virtue and her faith, 
even when the unjust hatred of the schismatic Henry VIII found 
in her a victim and an enemy to destroy.

Blessed marGaret pole

The worst punishments are most often meted out not to crime, but to innocence…  
And this is what took place at the Tower of London in 1541

The Tower of London
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and Death of the Innocent One, Jesus 
Christ, the unparalleled victim of the 
long history of human cruelty. 

Thus, following in the div-
ine footsteps of the Re-
deemer, this English mar-
tyr, Blessed Margaret Pole, 
was able to bear with gran-
deur of soul a dishon-
est persecution that had 
begun long before her 
murder. 

In the bosom  
of the royal house

Margaret Pole was born on 
August 14, 1473. She was the 
daughter of the Duke of Clarence, 
George Plantagenet – brother of Kings 
Edward IV and Richard III of Eng-
land – and Elizabeth Neville, daugh-
ter of Earl Edmund Warwick, of the 
York lineage. Such ancestry made 
her a member of the old English royal 
house, being the last Plantagenet, for 
with her this dynasty, which reigned 
from 1154 to 1399, came to an end.

Due to the premature death of her 
parents, she was brought up with her 
cousins, the children of Edward IV. At 
twenty-one, she married Sir Richard 
Pole, with whom she had five chil-
dren: Henry, Godfrey, Arthur, Reg-
inald – who became a Cardinal, Papal 
Legate and later Archbishop of Can-
terbury – and Ursula. She raised them 
alone after being widowed in 1505.

In 1509, the then-young Henry VIII 
ascended the English throne in place 
of his late older brother, Arthur. Blood 
ties meant that he and Margaret were 
closely related. In fact, the future mar-
tyr was a first cousin to Elizabeth of 
York, the monarch’s mother. 

For some time, the sovereign har-
boured noble sentiments towards her. 
He considered her the “holiest woman 
in his kingdom”1 and even restored 
possession of her family rights, which 
had been confiscated at the death of 
her brother Edward. In 1513, he made 
her Countess of Salisbury. 

And as a token of even more affec-
tion and recognition, together with 
his wife Catherine of Aragon, he en-
trusted her with the education of his 
daughter, Princess Mary Tudor. The 
Countess was godmother at the Bap-
tism and Confirmation of the girl 
who would one day be Queen of Eng-
land and Ireland. 

Now, although the sovereign’s heart 
seemed at first to be full of good inten-
tions, he soon revealed himself to be 
proud and ambitious. Despite having 
fought for the interests of Holy Church 
against Protestantism and having re-
ceived from the Supreme Pontiff the 
prestigious title of Defender of the 
Faith, he thought he had the right to 
bury the English nation in schism in 
order to justify his abject lust… 

Categorical rejection of error

Indeed, corrupted by his evil pas-
sions, Henry VIII allowed himself 
to be seduced by Anne Boleyn, one 
of the ladies of the court. He then set 
about to find a way to annul his law-
ful marriage to Catherine of Aragon, 

on the pretext, among others, that she 
had failed to bear a male child to in-

herit the throne.
Since he met evident resist-

ance from the ecclesiastic-
al authorities, he officially 
proclaimed himself the sole 
head of the Church in Eng-
land: the break with Rome 
had been declared. From 
then on, English history 
would be indelibly stained 

with the crimson blood of 
countless Catholics who 

dared to resist the king’s wan-
ton immorality.
“Countess Margaret Pole,” for 

her part, “always regarded as a holy 
woman, of profound and deep-root-
ed faith, of great fortitude and ac-
customed to suffering,”2 faced this 
dreadful situation alongside Cather-
ine of Aragon and Mary Tudor, sub-
missive to the true Church and cat-
egorically rejecting the monarch’s 
follies. 

The persecution begins

Steadfast in her resolution to be 
faithful, Margaret became the target 
of Henry VIII’s enmity and hatred, 
not because she posed a threat to his 
perfidious interests, but because the 
mere presence of this noble and vir-
tuous lady became the most persis-
tent denunciation of his conduct.

The Book of Wisdom denounces 
with prophetic acuity the reasoning 
of the wicked when faced with integ-
rity: “Let us lie in wait for the right-
eous man, because he is inconvenient 
to us and opposes our actions […].  
He became to us a reproof of our 
thoughts; the very sight of him is a 
burden to us” (2: 12, 14-15). In fact, 
just as “every one who does evil 
hates the light” and seeks to destroy 
it “lest his deeds should be exposed” 
(Jn 3:20), so did the King of Eng-
land with one whom he had previous-
ly claimed to love and honour as his 
own grandmother.

Margaret was considered the 
“holiest woman in the kingdom”

Blessed Margaret Pole - St. Mary’s 
Church, Derby (England)
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Not being able to do away with her 
at once as he wished, without arous-
ing troublesome and noisy protests, 
Henry VIII proceeded with caution 
and discretion. His first blow was to 
remove her from her duties as gov-
erness and exclude her from the court 
in 1533. In so doing, he aimed to iso-
late Mary Tudor from Margaret’s in-
fluence, as he blamed her for the re-
sistance he noted in the princess.

The separation was a cause of great 
suffering to both, who loved each 
other as mother and daughter. 

Revenge against the Pole family 

In 1536, after Anne Boleyn had 
been discarded by the king, Margaret 
was reincorporated into the court. 
However, Henry VIII’s fury against 
her had in no way diminished; on the 
contrary, it became even more exas-
perated when the monarch learned that 
Reginald Pole – son of the Countess 
and a staunch opponent of his actions 
– had been summoned to Rome to be 
made a Cardinal by Pope Paul III. 

As if that were not enough, in 1540 
the treatise Pro ec-
clesiaticæ unitatis de-
fensione3 fell into the 
sovereign’s hands. It 
was authored by the 
Cardinal himself, and 
the fallacy of the king’s 
arguments was exposed. 
The king then decided to 
exact his full revenge on 
the Pole family. 

Cardinal Pole, who 
had several years be-
fore moved to Italy be-
cause of his disagree-
ment with the king, re-
fused to return to Eng-
lish soil, and it was only 
by so doing that he es-
caped death. However, 
those closest to him 
were not so fortun-
ate. On November 3, 
1538, two of his broth-

ers and some other relatives were im-
prisoned on charges of high treason. 
Their real crime, according to reports 
of the time, was that they were blood 
relatives of the Cardinal… All but one 
were killed after two months.

Even the most hardened hearts 
would find the torture inflicted on a 
mother whose son had been beheaded 
and several relatives killed more than 
sufficient. However, this was not so 
for the spiteful and voluptuous Henry, 
who was seeking further revenge. 

On November 13, 1538, the cour-
ageous Countess was detained in 
her own home and subjected to ex-
haustive and tortuous interrogation. 
They hoped to find grounds to ac-
cuse her of fomenting popular upris-
ings against the Crown and of collud-
ing with the revolutionary machina-
tions of her children.

However, all the detractors could 
say was that “they had never seen 
or heard a woman so determined, so 
fearless and so clear in her gestures 
and words” and that her honest an-
swers only allowed them to conclude 

two things: “Either her sons had never 
shared with her the secret of the con-
spiracy, or she was the most skilful 
traitor that had ever lived.”4 

Condemned for  
her splendid innocence

In spite of this, the heroic Margaret 
had all her goods confiscated and was 
taken as a prisoner to Cowdray Park, 
where she was treated without the 
least civility. Her house, thoroughly 
searched for evidence, still attested to 
her innocence, for they found nothing 
that could serve to inculpate her. 

They interrogated her again, and 
again were forced to acknowledge 
her virtue: “She seems to us more like 
a strong and firm man than a woman. 
In the face of all our attempts, she 
showed herself always honourable, 
courageous and upright.”5 

She was forced to live in seclusion 
and isolation for months. At a certain 
point, an arbitrary sentence was passed 
that brought her ordeal to a head. Dur-
ing the months of May and June 1539, 
the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons sentenced 
sixteen people to death 
by a legislative act, 
without any previous 
trial or possibility of de-
fence. It was an unmiti-
gated abuse of power… 
And among its victims 
was the Countess of 
Salisbury. 

What evidence was 
adduced against her? 
A white silk tunic, on 
which the five wounds 
were embroidered, 
a symbol that they 
deemed linked her to 
the so-called Pilgrim-
age of Grace, a pro-
test movement against 
the schism of the Eng-
lish monarch, which in-
volved nobles and com-
mon people. It was, 

Margaret became the target of Henry VIII’s hatred because 
her mere presence came to signify a denunciation of his 

adulterous conduct

Henry VIII with his third wife Jane Seymour, and their son Edward - 
Hampton Court Palace (England)
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moreover, thought to have been made 
by one of the accusers in order to con-
demn her. 

On June 28, Margaret was trans-
ferred to the Tower of London to begin 
the last and most painful stage of her 
Calvary.

She spent almost two years in this 
prison, before her sentence was car-
ried out, suffering the harshness of 
winter with inadequate clothing. The 
deprivation of almost every neces-
sity prepared her soul, already so pa-
tient, for that fateful and glorious 27 of 
May, when, victim of the unjust hatred 
of a kingdom, she could present her-
self victorious and unblemished to the 
King of Heaven.

General outcry at her  
death

When her martyrdom was con-
summated in 1541, her mistreatment 
became the target of universal re-
proach. The French ambassador Mar-
illac wrote to King Francis I that the 
episode was “more worthy of com-
passion than of long letters,” and com-
mented: “The Countess of Salisbury 
was beheaded […] in the presence of 
so few people that until the evening 
people wondered whether it was true. 
[…] The manner in which they pro-
ceeded in her case seems to indicate 
that they were afraid to kill her public-
ly and so did it secretly.”6 

Chappuys, Emperor Charles V’s 
ambassador, said that it was “the 
most strange and deplorable execu-
tion,” since she was “almost a septua-
genarian, who in the natural course 
of things had not so long to live, and 
there was no reason that could justify 
her premature death.”7

Cardinal Pole, who was overcome 
with grief, also lamented: “The king 
had my mother beheaded for her con-
stancy in the Catholic Faith, despite 
the fact that she was already seventy 
years old and was his closest relative, 
after his own children. This was the 
reward he saw fit to grant her for the 
care she had devoted to his daughter’s 
education and for the many years of 
service she had rendered him.”8

Recognition of her virtues

“Blessed are they who suffer per-
secution for the sake of righteous-
ness” were the last words of this mar-
tyr. And they stand as a fitting defin-
ition of her life. In the words of one of 
her biographers, “she died an innocent 

victim of Henry VIII, never wavering 
a single instant in her refusal to con-
fess to crimes she had never commit-
ted. […] Thus ends the singularly sor-
rowful life of the last direct descend-
ant of a royal lineage in comparison 
with which the Tudors were merely 
beginners.”9 

The Countess of Salisbury shone 
before God as a heroine, and her 
once-unknown fidelity was pro-
claimed to the whole world by the Su-
preme Pontiff in 1886 on the occasion 
of her beatification.

Integrity and indignation 
in opposition to evil!

The martyrdom of Blessed Mar-
garet Pole is a wonderful example of 
integrity to be imitated. Faced with 
the insatiability of evil, manifested by 
the hatred of a corrupt king – unyield-
ing, implacable and unforgiving, who 
knew neither pardon nor compassion; 
who inflicted death, destruction and 
dishonour; who took revenge on all 
and despised anyone who in word or 
deed opposed his goals – this fearless 
soul knew how to raise the standard 
of integrity, righteousness and the 
Catholic Faith.

Thus, the blood of this martyr, so 
generously offered, rises to Heav-
en as a prayer of noble dignity: “O 
that Thou wouldst slay the wick-
ed, O God, and that men of blood 
would depart from me, men who ma-
liciously defy Thee, who lift them-
selves up against Thee for evil! Do I 
not hate them that hate Thee, O Lord? 
And do I not loathe them that rise up 
against Thee? I hate them with per-
fect hatred; I count them my ene-
mies” (Ps 139:19-22). 

In her martyrdom, Margaret 
shone as an example of 
integrity to be imitated

Blessed Margaret Pole - Church of 
Our Lady and the English Martyrs, 

Cambridge (England)
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The duty of a good educator consists in developing 
pupils’ reasoning capacity and making them aware that, 
although they are free, they are individually responsible 
for their actions.

n continuity with the previous 
reflection on the need for jus-
tice and on its intrinsic require-
ments,1 I would now like to 

spend some time on another sensitive 
topic of perennial interest: freedom.

The setting 

The intimate connection between 
these two pillars on which our life 
(the only one that has been granted to 
each of us and which is always a work 
in progress) rests, and from which our 
earthly pilgrimage – never forgetting 
our status as mere guests – receives 
momentum, will probably not be ob-
vious, at first glance, to most people. 
On closer analysis, however, we see 
that justice and freedom are values 
(goods or ideals?) that are intimately 
connected. In one sense, they are part 
of that cluster of concepts comparable 
to a deep well in front of which one 
may stop to stare at the reflections on 
the surface of the water, or decide to 
lower oneself into it in order to see 
what is really down at the bottom.

I wish, here, to remain at the sur-
face – not to be superficial, of course 
– with the awareness that by explor-
ing some very basic truths we may 
realize that there is much to learn and 
that we ought to deepen our know-
ledge about justice, freedom, and 

above all the manner in which each 
one of us translates these concepts 
into our daily existence. I wish, there-
fore, to whet your curiosity and I urge 
you to immerse yourselves in these 
realities that are so meaningful for 
each one of us. 

I want to begin by recalling the Ital-
ian television series One Teacher, free-
ly adapted to an Italian setting from a 
novel published in 2018 by H. Lozano, 
Cuando fuimos los peripatéticos. La 
novela di Merlì. In twelve chapters – 
each with the title of a philosopher – 
the novel tells about the vicissitudes of 
a sui generis philosophy teacher in the 
third year of a Scientific Lyceum in 
Rome. Thanks to his teaching meth-
od, he arouses the interest of his pu-
pils with whom he generously shares 
the issues typical to their age group. 
He tries to give special attention to the 
most problematic students, not want-
ing any of them to feel abandoned 
in their troubles which, at that age, 
are easily experienced as insoluble 
dramas or as having “final solutions”.

We witness in the story a grow-
ing reciprocal bond between them 
which is based on the pupils’ respect 
and esteem towards the teacher who, 
notwithstanding his very unconven-
tional and questionable way of relat-
ing to them, always properly fulfils 

his role as an educator. He even inter-
venes when necessary in order to cor-
rect them – whether believers in the 
slogan “it is forbidden to forbid” may 
like it or not – but without ever con-
demning them or making them feel 
condemned. Rather, he tries to help 
them examine and evaluate their own 
conduct, convinced that “discrimina-
tion, arrogance and ignorance” should 
not exist at school, and that there is no 
room for an idea of freedom which in 
fact is none other than the law of the 
strongest, who succeed in imposing 
themselves and dominating others 
in the many ways with which we are 
familiar.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: 
freedom and rules 

After a some “mischief” on the part 
his pupils, who had secretly organized 
a nocturnal party in the school, during 
which one of them nearly died from 
an overdose of alcohol and drugs, the 
teacher decides to hold the class at the 
Colosseum. As they enter the Flavian 
Amphitheatre, some of the students 
ask why he has brought them to such 
a famous place for a routine lesson. 
The teacher’s answer is startling for 
anyone who is convinced that Chris-
tianity is synonymous with ‘repres-
sion’: “Because this is the place where 
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innocent people were tortured, and it 
is here that Christians paid with their 
lives the price of their liberty!2 In fact, 
I have brought you here in order to talk 
about justice and injustice, but above 
all about the abuse of freedom and its 
consequences in the light of what hap-
pened at the party. I shall do so by re-
calling the thought of a philosopher of 
whom I am very fond, Rousseau. He 
says that all human beings taken in-
dividually are free, but that they must 
respect the rules. Now I ask: is it pos-
sible to be free when there are rules 
that must be observed? This is the 
question I put to you in the light of the 
foolish escapade that took place. Do 
you consider what you did to be true 
freedom?”

At this point, the pupils say that this 
was what they thought at first, but not 
now, in view of the mess they created 
and the consequences that they will 
all be forced to face. Then, the profes-
sor reminds them that, based on their 
reaction, they are all agreed that what 
they had done was not an act of true 
freedom, and he insists on wanting 
to know why it wasn’t. Speaking on 

behalf of the whole class, especially 
Giulio (the boy who almost died), one 
girl gives a significant answer: “Be-
cause it didn’t do us any good!”

Again, the professor reminds them 
that according to Rousseau, what they 
did made them appear as people un-
able to live peaceably with others be-
cause they lack all awareness of the 
consequences of their actions and are, 
thus, totally irresponsible. Shocked 
and soundly humiliated by a correc-
tion which had no other aim than that 
of forcing them to face their mistake, 
the pupils ask the teacher to help them 
make amends for the damage they 
have caused. He then answers: “Young 
people, freedom does not mean ‘doing 
one stupid thing after another’ without 
a care as to the consequences of what 
we do to ourselves and to other people. 
Real freedom consists in self-deter-
mination, which is the ability to cor-
rect oneself. I cannot give you ready-
made answers; you must look for 
them inside yourselves; you must use 
your heads and look deeply into your 
hearts. And only there will you find 
true freedom.”

 What we have, in the end, is an in-
vitation to act with an informed con-
science, with everything that this im-
plies,3 something very different from 
acting on mere instincts, momentary 
feelings or sentimentalism.

A lesson for everybody

I think that we all can learn some-
thing from this, basing ourselves on 
the few simple remarks of this un-
usual professor. What can we pick up 
even remaining at water level from 
the above story about justice and 
freedom? Notwithstanding the fre-
quency with which, especially these 
days, judgements are confused and 
values are distorted, it seems to me 
that it is still possible to identify some 
common-sense truths. I will try sim-
ply to indicate them for the sole pur-
pose mentioned above, of whetting a 
certain legitimate curiosity, which in 
this case St. Thomas Aquinas would 
more precisely call studiositas.4 

The first truth is the need for good 
sound educators on all levels, starting 
with parents, who understand clearly 
their tasks or roles and who are able 

The Roman Colosseum is an eloquent symbol of true freedom, for there Christians  
gave their lives in order to be free to love God

The Colosseum, Rome
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to act as true guides, and not merely 
spectators (camouflaging themselves 
as “friends”) offering the lame excuse 
that each person must “create himself 
or herself”. There is a grain of truth 
in this excuse or assertion, but it is so 
only after the person has been edu-
cated to this end. Let us remember the 
etymology of the term itself: educere 
which means “to draw out from” or 
“raise up”. To educate means, then, to 
assist someone in bringing out the best 
of what is already potentially inside, 
not by force of inertia or by magic, 
but by daily effort, which owes much 
to those who are close to us to help us 
mature, especially during childhood 
and adolescence.

The task of an educator is then, es-
sentially, to stimulate, or “to impose 
upon”, if possible by good example, 
which does not mean pretending to 
be without faults, but simply being 
honest and not fearing to show one’s 
limits or contradictions; helping the 
other person to understand that the 
goodness or rightness of what is be-
ing taught is often distinct from the 
personal goodness or rightness of the 
one who is doing the teaching. For 
example, respect for private property 
is a value that cannot be doubt-
ed even if the person pre-
senting it is a thief; it is 
an immutable truth 
no matter who pro-
poses it!5 Every 
educator has the 
task – which de-
fines and gives 
meaning to the 
work at hand – 
to encourage the 
reasoning ability of 
those receiving for-
mation, to make them 
aware that in the end each 
choice ought to be some-
thing well thought-out 
rather than the result of in-
stinctive reactions, for it 
always comes with conse-

quences for oneself and for others. 
This leaves no room for the “unthink-
ingness” for which the teacher often 
reproached his pupils. This is genu-
ine authority which has no need to be 
imposed, but which imposes itself be-
cause it is perceived for that which it 
really is, and its rationale is obvious: 
to cause the person to grow (auc-
toritas, from augere, to make grow). 

The second truth about freedom, 
considered in itself and in its intrin-
sic relationship with justice, concerns 
us all and for our entire lives. Each 
one of us must remember that educa-
tion for freedom is a daily duty in the 
sense that good and evil exist and we 
are called constantly to choose one or 
the other (Dt 30:15; Am 5:14-15), that 
there is always the danger of making 
a mistake regarding them (Is 5:20) and 
that for this reason we must under-
stand clearly in what they consist (Lk 
6:9 “Then Jesus said to them: I ask 
you; is it licit on the Sabbath to do good 
or to do evil, save a life or lose one?”); 
and, notwithstanding all this, experi-
encing what St. Paul constantly ex-
perienced: “When I want to do right, 
evil lies close at hand” (Rm 7:21) and 

doing the latter despite all one’s best 
intentions. In fact, freedom does not 
mean always doing what one feels like 
doing under the guise of consistency.

True freedom does not consist in 
mere free will, in the possibility of 
simply choosing between various al-
ternatives, but above all in choosing 
the true good in the light of which 
it becomes reasonable and even ne-
cessary to refuse that which is the 
contrary (see Gal 5:1; 1 Pt 2:16). 
Therefore, true freedom is free-
dom for the good and freedom from 
all that which is not good. We thus 
discover that in reality we can only 
be really free – as our professor re-
minded his pupils, citing Rousseau 
(who was himself extremely incon-
sistent by abandoning his own chil-
dren, in violation of all the rules!) –
when we observe the rules which are 
necessary for reaching our full hu-
man maturity and not mere extrinsic 
impositions.6 

Some examples from daily life 
might help us to better understand 
that there is no freedom without 
rules. Let us consider someone who 
wants to drive a car or who wants 
to be a sea diver. The former knows 

quite well that he must have gas 
in the car in order to drive 

it; the latter who loves 
to explore the deep 

sea knows that he 
must eventually 
come up for air 
if he wants to 
continue swim-
ming in its 
depths. Both of 

them will surely 
not consider put-

ting gas in the car 
and coming back up for 

air as restrictions on their 
freedom. They remain free 
to travel by car or on bi-
cycle, to go under water or 
to stay on the beach in the 
sun; however, I believe and 
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Whoever wants to explore the depths of the sea must 
observe the guidelines of diving; in the same way, there 

is no freedom in society without rules

A school of Anthias Fish - Red Sea (Egypt)
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1 Cf. ESPOSITO, OP. Bruno. 
For consultation see: “There 
Is Still a Judge in Berlin!”, in 
http://www.padrebruno.com/
there-is-still-a-judge-in-ber-
lin/, 27-1-2022.

2 This brings to mind what is 
contained in the Letter to 
Diognetus written in the 
second half of the second cen-
tury: “V.1. Christians are 
not distinguished from other 
people regarding their coun-
try, or their language, or their 
customs. 2. In fact, they do not 
live in private cities, nor do 
they use a particular jargon, 
nor do they follow an unusual 
way of life. 3. Their doctrine is 
not the fruit of human discov-
ery, nor do they adhere to any 
human philosophy as others 
do. 4. Living in Greek or for-
eign cities, as the case may be, 
and conforming to all the lo-
cal in dress and diet and in all 
other things, they testify to a 

way of life that is simply ad-
mirable and undoubtedly para-
doxical. 5. They live in their 
own country, but as stran-
gers; they participate in every-
thing as good citizens, but re-
main detached as though they 
were foreigners. Every coun-
try is their own, and every 
country is foreign to them. 6. 
They get married like every-
one else and have children, 
but they do not expose them. 
7. They share meals with each 
other, but not the bedroom. 
8. They live in the flesh, but 
not according to the flesh. 9. 
They live on the earth, but 
they are citizens of heaven. 
10. They obey the established 
laws, and by their mode of liv-
ing they transcend the laws. 
11. They love everybody, and 
they are persecuted by every-
body. 12. They are unknown, 
and they are condemned. They 
are killed, and they come back 

to life. 13. They are poor, and 
they enrich many; they lack 
everything, yet possess every-
thing. 14. They are despised, 
and they glory in it. They are 
held in contempt and pro-
claimed blessed.15. They are 
injured and they bless others; 
they are mistreated and they 
honour others. 16. Doing good 
they are punished like crimin-
als; condemned, they rejoice 
as if they had received life. 17. 
They are resisted by the Jews, 
persecuted by the Greeks, but 
those who hate them are un-
able give a reason for their 
hatred” (chap. V).

3 On this topic I refer readers 
to the following numbers of 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church: 33; 1706; 1749; 1776; 
1778; 1783-1784; 1860; 1962.

4 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS. Summa Teologiæ. II-II, 
q.106, a.2.

5 “… omne verum a quocum-
que dicatur a Spiritu Sancto 
est” [Every truth by whomso-
ever spoken is from the Holy 
Spirit] (ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS, Summa Teologiæ, I-II, 
109, 1 ad 1).

6 It is interesting what the Rom-
ans said about Jewish laws: 
“A rule is that which brief-
ly explains a thing as it is, 
not so that the law be derived 
from the rule, but that the rule 
may arise from the law, as it 
is (Paulus, 1. 16, ad Plaut.). 
St. Thomas, speaking about 
what characterizes human 
action, affirms: “As, in fact, 
we see in artificial things that 
every work is called good and 
right if it is done according to 
the existing rules, in the same 
way we recognize what is right 
and virtuous in human action 
when it is performed according 
to the rule of divine charity” 
(Opuscoli Teologici, II, 1137).

hope that neither one nor the other 
will feel that he was unjustly coerced 
to follow the rules which are implicit 
in driving a car or in diving: getting 
gas or coming up for air. 

Besides these obvious examples, 
we can intuit that true freedom is real-
ized by scrupulously respecting the 
necessities of human nature in our-
selves and others, recognizing what 
rightly belongs to our neighbour and, 
thus, instantiating that justice upon 
which we harmoniously live (Is 32:17). 
Giving, then, “to each his own”, which 
is the classic definition of justice, 
as the measure with which we must 
think, speak and act in order to bring 
about that charity which is nothing but 
the super-measure which in its turn 
presupposes the full existence of the 
ordinary measure (see the Italian phil-
osopher of the law S. Cotta).

“Space and time”

It is true, therefore, that man is born 
free – and, for Christians who main-
tain that he has been created so by 

God, an unimaginable gift in view of 
the possibility of refusing God’s love 
– and that we can do almost anything, 
but still not everything we do is neces-
sarily good for me and for others or 
contributes to my dignity as a person 
(see 1 Cor 10:23). For this reason, to be 
educated or to educate ourselves in or-
der to live as free persons is not an op-
tion but a necessity. That is, if we do 
not wish to waste the gift we have re-
ceived, convincing ourselves that do-
ing whatever we want to do will make 
us happy, only to discover, usually too 
late, that we have done wrong to our-
selves or to others, and that in reality 
we have become slaves, as happens in 
the case of those who become addicted 
to drugs or to something or to some-
one else (see 2 Pt. 2:19). It is an excit-
ing adventure that we are called upon 
to live, experiencing the space and 
time – according to the song that was 
chosen as the soundtrack for the ser-
ies “One Teacher” – which have been 
given to us as a one-time opportunity, 
despite all our difficulties and the fail-

ings because: “In the confusion. Bil-
lions of people. Here below, only one 
chance. Between the blue sky and the 
hole in the ozone layer. Between John 
Lennon, Paul and Yoko Ono. The past 
doesn’t forget. The future performs 
gymnastics. It prepares itself every 
day for you”.

It is a future that begins, however, 
in that adventure which has its start-
ing point an uphill struggle every day, 
and which despite everything and 
everyone is fantastic and fascinating, 
as A. Vendittisang in 2003: “Some-
times I think that it is finished. But 
then the climb begins. What a fantas-
tic story life is. What a fantastic story 
life is.”

Clearly, educating others and edu-
cating oneself for right freedom chan-
ges the quality of daily life and lays 
the ground for a better future – a fu-
ture that is not, however, magical 
but one that must be prepared with 
the contribution of everybody, be-
ginning with ourselves today, not 
tomorrow. 

http://www.padrebruno.com/there-is-still-a-judge-in-berlin/
http://www.padrebruno.com/there-is-still-a-judge-in-berlin/
http://www.padrebruno.com/there-is-still-a-judge-in-berlin/


Elizabete Fátima Astorino

Assistance  
in Any Situation

T
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he more we learn of the 
countless favours that 
Dona Lucilia obtains for 
those who have recourse 

to her intercession, the more clearly is 
the certainty formed in our minds that 
she is, in fact, an instrument of God 
to help all those who still struggle in 
this valley of tears. The following ac-
counts give us eloquent confirmation 
of this conviction.

that the retina had suffered irrevers-
ible damage, probably due to another 
illness, and that now it was of utmost 
importance to preserve the sight in 
her left eye. After numerous tests, 
she was in fact diagnosed with ocular 
toxoplasmosis.

Fatima began a very aggressive 
treatment, which the doctors still con-
sidered insufficient to effect her com-
plete recovery. Nevertheless, she con-

With maternal solicitude, Dona Lucilia obtains the cure of an 
injured man on the verge of death and hastens to attend the 
almost insignificant request of a little girl. Her help extends to all of 
life’s needs, both great and small.

Cure of an eye disease
Fatima Clara Maria Rodriguez de 

Gonzales, from Peru, writes to trans-
mit her gratitude to Dona Lucilia af-
ter being cured, through her interces-
sion, of an eye disease.

She relates that, during a routine 
eye examination, the doctor who at-
tended her detected retinal vasculitis 
in her right eye. She referred Fatima 
to a specialist in the field, explaining 

hiGhliGhts of dona luCilia’s interCession

We see how Dona 
Lucilia does not 
despise the least 
request: she always 
helps those who 
appeal to her with 
faith and confidence

At left, Fatima Rodriguez holding the 
biography of Dona Lucilia; at right, 
Amelie Dousseau with the suitcase that 
she requested of her intercessor
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fided that Dona Lucilia would inter-
cede on her behalf. Begging her for a 
cure, she placed over both eyes a med-
allion containing strands of Dona Lu-
cilia’s hair, which an acquaintance of 
hers had kept as an object of personal 
devotion and had lent to her. And her 
prayer was very promptly answered.

Fatima has her eyes examined 
periodically, but the doctors have 
never again found any trace of the 
disease. 

A simple request,  
but made with confidence

It is impressive to note how Dona 
Lucilia acts without despising the 
least request: she always helps those 
who appeal to her with faith and con-
fidence. The family of Mrs. Ludmila 
Priscila Dousseau had the opportun-
ity to witness the solicitude of this 
kind lady in resolving even a minor 
difficulty.

Until May 2021, Ludmila’s family 
had lived on the coast of São Pa-
ulo State. One day, she and her hus-
band visited one of the houses of the 
Heralds of the Gospel located in the 
municipality of Caieiras and were 
so enchanted with the apostolate 
that was being carried out there that 
they decided to relocate to the Serra 
da Cantareira, moved by the desire 

to be closer to this institution and be 
able to participate in the activities it 
organizes.

At the end of 2021, one of her 
daughters, ten-year-old Amelie Dous-
seau, asked to study at Mount Car-
mel School, staying in one of the hous-
es of the feminine sector of the Her-
alds of the Gospel, on a trial basis. 
Dona Lucilia did not fail to intercede 
for Amelie, whose wish was prompt-
ly granted. 

Ludmila set about preparing all 
the items that her daughter would 
need. At one point, Amelie asked her 
parents to buy her a suitcase to carry 
her belongings every weekend when 
she returned home. Her mother re-
plied that the family’s financial situ-
ation could not cover this additional 
expense, and gave her a suggestion: 
to ask Dona Lucilia for the suitcase. 
Full of confidence, Amelie presented 
her request to God through her to 
whom they always turned in their 
difficulties.

That same day, on returning home 
after attending Mass, the family found 
a large suitcase in perfect condition at 
the door of the house. The young girl’s 
father, Jason Dousseau, picked up the 
suitcase and gave it to his daughter, 
who was overjoyed at the favour re-
ceived from her kind intercessor. 

“If he survives, he will 
be as if brain dead”

One of the characteristic notes 
of Dona Lucilia’s kindness is the 
maternal tenderness she shows in 
being always willing to run to the 
aid of her children in any circum-
stance. 

Veronica Lima Barboza, a resident 
of Montes Claros, Brazil, provides 
us with a valuable testimony in this 
regard: 

“On February 26, 2021, my son 
Breno Augusto Silveira suffered a 
motorbike accident in the city of Juiz 
de Fora. He was admitted to hospital 
with severe TBI (traumatic brain in-
jury), polytrauma, a depressed skull 
fracture, 1.8cm brain displacement, 
several fractures in the left arm and an 
injury to the left lung.” 

The young man was given a rat-
ing of 3 in the Glasgow Coma Scale 
– the deepest stage, in which the pa-
tient does not respond to any stimu-
lus. After performing a decompres-
sive craniectomy, the surgeon told 
Veronica that “everything that need-
ed to be done had already been done.” 
And he summed up the gravity of her 
son’s situation in one short sentence: 
“If he survives, he will be as if brain 
dead.” In other words, he would be in 
a vegetative state.

“Dona Lucilia 
took care of my son 
who was in a coma 
after traumatic 
brain injury; he 
is alive thanks to 
her intercession”

At left, Breno Augusto in coma, in the 
hospital; at right, Verônica Barboza with 
her son, together with a priest from the 
Heralds of the Gospel
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At that tragic moment, Veronica 
maintained her peace of soul, com-
forted by the fact that a Herald priest 
had come to the hospital and admin-
istered the Anointing of the Sick to 
her son. She had obtained permission 
to visit him in the ICU every day, but 
unfortunately, due to the heightening 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, these 
visits were cancelled. 

Dona Lucilia reveals  
her involvement in the case

Veronica continues: “On March 8, 
when the visits in the ICU were sus-
pended, I asked the head nurse to 
place a picture of Dona Lucilia next 
to Breno Augusto, so that she could 
take care of him in my absence.” 

On April 12, he was discharged 
from the ICU. On the 21st and 22nd, 
the respective anniversaries of Dona 
Lucilia’s death and birth, the young 
man showed encouraging signs of 
improvement: he sat up and raised 
his head. The two physiotherapists 
who were assisting him were very 
surprised; one of them, delight-
ed with this progress, asked Ver-
onica to mark the date of April 21, 
2021, in order to celebrate this happy 
development. 

Veronica closes her account with 
some simple words of gratitude: 
“Dona Lucilia took care of my son in 
the ICU, and today he is alive thanks 
to the miracle worked through her 
intercession.”

During the fall, he prayed 
to Dona Lucilia

Sometimes we have the impres-
sion that certain adversities are per-
mitted by Divine Providence to 
give our heavenly intercessors the 
opportunity to show how willing 
they are to help all those who turn 
to them.

Such was the experience of Ismael 
de Faria, also living in Caieiras. He 
has been confined to a wheelchair 
for nine years and needs an eleva-

tor to go from one floor to another in 
his house. One day he was using it as 
usual, but when he reached his destin-
ation, the steel cable of the lift broke, 
causing him to fall from a height of 
six metres.

Ismael then did the best thing he 
could at a moment like that: as he fell, 
he prayed, asking Dona Lucilia to pro-
tect him. His relatives came rushing to 
help him and he was taken to the hos-
pital. Along the way, he never stopped 
praying to the same lady, asking her 
to help him emerge well from that 
situation.

At the hospital, several examina-
tions were performed, including an 
MRI and a tomography which, to the 
surprise of the doctors, only served to 
confirm how much he had been pro-

tected: there was not even a single 
lesion!

“I am cured through the 
intercession of Dona Lucilia”

Luiz Humberto de Oliveira, of 
Juiz de Fora, also testifies to a grace 
received through the intercession of 
Dona Lucilia.

At the end of a camping trip organ-
ized by the Heralds of the Gospel dur-
ing carnival time, he received a pic-
ture of Dona Lucilia as a memento of 
those days of blessed conviviality. “I 
kept the picture simply because it was 
a beautiful souvenir,” comments Luiz 
Humberto. 

A few days later, during his 
thanksgiving at Mass, he passed 
the photo to a friend, who showed 
marked emotion and devotion upon 
receiving it. Impressed at seeing this 
good attitude, Luiz Humberto felt 
the inspiration to ask Dona Lucilia 
to solve a health problem that had 
been troubling him a great deal, and 
for which, according to the special-
ist he had seen, the only solution was 
surgery.

Since that time the symptoms of 
the illness began to diminish and, in 
a short while, disappeared complete-
ly. The happy beneficiary joyfully 
testifies with gratitude: “Today I can 
say that I am cured through the inter-
cession of Dona Lucilia.”

*     *     *

We see from the above accounts 
how all-encompassing Dona Lucilia’s 
maternal solicitude is: she is quick to 
intervene to obtain from God the mir-
aculous cure of a young man hanging 
between life and death; on the other 
hand, she promptly answers the pray-
er of a ten-year-old girl who asks her 
with complete confidence for some-
thing almost insignificant. In our 
needs, whether great or small, let us 
also have recourse to her, certain that 
we will be heard! 

As he fell, Ismael 
asked Dona Lucilia 
to protect him. And 
to his astonishment, 
not even a single 
lesion was found!

The condition of Ismael de Faria’s 
wheelchair after his elevator fall
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et us hear the commentary of the 
one who took the most benefit 

from Dona Lucilia’s motherly care: 
her son, Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oli-
veira. Concerning her exercise of 
maternal authority, he says:

“I highly appreciated that Mama, 
at every moment and to the depths of 
her soul, was the lady! She exerted a 
maternal superiority over her chil-
dren that made me feel how wrong 
I would be if I transgressed her 
authority, and, on the other 
hand, how it would sadden her 
if I were to be such an evil-
doer and a brute. She was a 
true lady, ensuring that or-
der prevailed in all spheres 
of life.

“Her authority was amen-
able. Sometimes she punished 
me a little. But even when be-
ing punished or reprimanded, 
the person felt comforted be-
cause of her sweetness. With 
Rosée the treatment was similar, 
although, being a girl, it was gent-
ler. The reprimand did not exclude 
benevolence, and Mama was al-
ways willing to listen to any justifi-
cation that her children gave for their 
behaviour.

“Thus, goodness was the essence 
of her ladyship. In other words, she 
exercised her superiority out of love 
for hierarchical order, selflessly, 
showing affection for her subordin-
ates.”

Such uprightness of soul, which 
is true goodness, was becoming 
less and less understood in a world 
bent on eliminating the uncomfort-
able distinction between good and 
evil. Yet, faithful to the spirit of the 

Church, Dona Lucilia continued 
forming her children according to 
its perennial principles, resisting the 
winds of change that were agitating 
society.

ment. She made it clear that she stood 
ready to sacrifice social status, for-
tune, or even life itself, in order to 
fulfil her duty entirely. Furthermore, 
she showed that this was the only rea-
sonable attitude to take. Life is not 
made for pleasure, but for willing-
ly shouldering the Cross of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Dona Lucilia loved 

this principle and practised it in 
her daily life, through resigna-
tion, and, moreover, resolute-
ness in adversity. 

Whenever she recounted an 
incident involving other per-
sons, she would become in-
volved in their joy or sorrow. 
This heightened her penchant 
for describing small, real-life 
episodes.

She always encouraged her 
children to value honour and 

to earn respect through person-
al virtue, while shunning ambi-

tion and the thirst for money.
She spoke almost exclusively 

of the good, the true, and the beauti-
ful; it could be said that she viewed 
life solely through these prisms. Even 
so, when it was necessary to censure 
evil, no one was stauncher than she 
in fulfilling this obligation. Her sense 
of justice led her to praise the merits 
of others, while never failing to re-
proach wrongdoings. 

Taken, with slight adaptations,  
from: CLÁ DIAS, EP,  

João Scognamiglio.  
Dona Lucilia.  

Città del Vaticano- 
Nobleton: LEV;  

Heralds of the Gospel,  
2013, p.232-233.

Dona Lucilia in Paris,  
in 1912

One of the most salient features 
of the upbringing provided by Dona 
Lucilia was the ability to transmit 
moral lessons through anecdotes or 
stories. The God-Man Himself used 
this wise method in His preaching, 
the parables being some of the rich-
est and most beautiful pages of the 
Gospels, clothing divine teachings 
with incomparable poetry.

One of the key aims of Dona Lu-
cilia’s narratives was to teach detach-
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Guatemala – Three well-attended ceremonies of consecration to Our Lady took place at the Heralds’ house in 
Guatemala City on February 26, 27 and 28. The preparatory course of thirty online classes was carried out through 
the Reconquest Catholic Formation Platform of the Heralds of the Gospel.

Ukraine – Missionaries from Italy and Portugal travelled to Poland, taking essential material for Ukrainians affected 
by the war. When delivering these provisions to shelters and parishes, it became the missionaries’ first concern to 
offer them spiritual comfort as well.
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Colombia – On February 22, seventeen new cooperators received their tunics in a ceremony held at the Heralds’ 
house in Medellin (left). And on the 23rd, missionaries from both the male and female sectors of that city visited 
three schools: Fernando González, José Manuel Restrepo Vélez and Alejandro Vélez Barrientos (right).
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Austria – St. Joseph’s Parish in Vienna, attended by a number of Spanish-speaking parishioners, invited Heralds 
from Spain and Portugal to commemorate their patron Saint’s triduum by carrying out a Marian Mission in the 
parish territory. Masses in German and Spanish were celebrated at the main parish church (photo 2). There was 
time set aside for the veneration of the Pilgrim Statue and, on Saturday, a Dawn Rosary through the streets of the 
parish (photo 1). Numerous homes were visited (photos 3 and 4), and not even the needy people living under the 
Praterstern bridge were overlooked by the missionaries (photo 5).

Mexico – On the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, a Mass was held in the Metropolitan Tabernacle next to the 
cathedral, followed by the distribution of medals (right). Several days later, the Solemnity of St. Joseph was 
celebrated with Adoration and Mass in the basilica bearing his name, also in Mexico City (left).

P
ho

to
s:

 R
on

ny
 F

is
ch

er

4

21

3 5



44      Heralds of the Gospel · May 2022

E
lis

ab
et

e 
M

ar
ia

 A
ng

el
in

a

Increasing number of adolescents 
requesting Baptism 

An unexpected phenomenon has 
been observed in Western countries, 
especially in France and Spain: the 
number of adolescents asking to be 
baptized is increasing. They are often 
the children of non-Christian immi-
grants and of other cultures, but there 
are also young people from Catholic 
families who have fallen away from 
the Faith.

This came as a surprise to parish-
es, which had no catechesis designed 
for this age group, whose needs are 
very different from those of adults 
and children, the usual entrants in 
Baptism preparation classes. 

According to information gath-
ered by Joëlle Eluard, who directs cat-
echesis and catechumenate services 
for adults in French dioceses, it is esti-
mated that in France alone about three 
thousand teenagers have been bap-
tized each year since the unusual phe-
nomenon was first observed in 2016.

But that is exactly what happened: on 
March 5, a team of sixty experts found 
the famous barquentine Endurance in 
the Weddell Sea, at a depth of 3,800 
metres. 

The vessel set sail from the port of 
Plymouth, England, bound for Ant-
arctica in 1914. On board was Ernest 
Shackleton, organizer of the exped-
ition, accompanied by twenty-sev-
en men whose goal was to accom-
plish the then-unprecedented feat 
of crossing the frozen continent on 
foot. However, only a day’s naviga-
tion away from the landing site, the 
Endurance was trapped in an ice floe 
in the Weddell Sea, and eventually 
sank.

Shackleton and his companions’ 
struggle for survival became a para-
digm of fortitude in the face of adver-
sity, as well as the model of a crew’s 
loyalty to their captain and tire-
less zeal on his part. After the ship-
wreck, he set off on an almost impos-
sible mission with a minimal crew in 
search of help, leaving the rest of his 
men united in the certainty that he 
would not abandon them, but would 
return to rescue them, as in fact mir-
aculously happened months later.

Liturgical music 
congress in France

Ecclesia Cantic is the first move-
ment of students and young profes-
sionals specialized in the art of chant 
in France, who have come together at 
the national level around the theme of 
liturgical chant, for the purpose of pro-
moting the beauty of the Liturgy and 
evangelization through music. The as-
sociation is present in various French 
parishes and dioceses and holds a na-
tional assembly for its members every 
eighteen months.

The most recent of these meet-
ings took place in Lille on March 26 
and 27, and brought together about a 
thousand young Catholics. The pro-
gramme included several conferen-
ces and prayer sessions, concluding 

with a public concert in the Cathedral 
of Notre-Dame de la Treille. Part of 
the initiative is to awaken the spirit of 
evangelization among young people, 
who are sent to city centres in small 
choirs to “bring the joy of the Gospel 
to its inhabitants.”

Closing ceremonies of 
Jubilee Year in Portugal

The Jubilee Year marking the 
375th anniversary of the crowning of 
Our Lady of the Conception as Queen 
and Patroness of Portugal was con-
cluded in March at the Shrine of Vila 
Viçosa. The solemn Eucharist was 
celebrated by Bishop José Ornelas 
Carvalho, SCI, Head of Leiria-Fat-
ima diocese and President of the Por-
tuguese Episcopal Conference, and 
was attended by several bishops of 
the country, as well as civil and mil-
itary authorities, including the coun-
try’s President.

The celebrant highlighted the pro-
found meaning of the ceremony, 
linked to Portugal’s roots and iden-
tity. At the end of the commemor-
ations, the President decorated the 
Royal Confraternity of Our Lady of 
the Conception of Vila Viçosa as an 
honorary member of the Order of 
Merit, a Portuguese award in recog-
nition of praiseworthy acts and servi-
ces to the nation.

Nuns aid Ukrainian  
refugees

In little more than a month of 
war, 924 convents in Poland and 98 
in the Ukraine, of the almost 150 
religious congregations present in 
both nations, have welcomed thou-
sands of refugees, providing spirit-

Antarctica shipwreck 
Endurance is found

To imagine that a shipwreck could 
be found at the bottom of the sea in 
good condition, over a century after its 
sinking, may seem like a pipe dream. 
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ual, psychological, medical and ma-
terial aid. According to the Con-
ference of Major Superiors of Reli-
gious Orders in Poland, the number 
of beneficiaries is estimated to be 
as high as 18,000.

In addition to offering shelter, the 
religious Sisters work to collect, pre-
pare and serve food to the refugees, 
to integrate them into the labour mar-
ket, to act as translators and organize 
classes for children and adolescents. 
They are also at the forefront of the 
collection of items internationally to 
be sent to Ukraine.

Former Anglican bishop 
ordained a Catholic priest

Sixty-year-old Fr. Jonathan Good-
all, ordained a Catholic priest last 
March 12 by Cardinal Vincent Ger-

ard Nichols, Archbishop of West-
minster in England, will become the 
parish priest of St. William of York 
Church in London.

Fr. Goodall was an Anglican bish-
op and resigned from this ministry in 
September 2021 when he announced 
his conversion to Catholicism. “I have 
arrived at the decision to step down 
as Bishop of Ebbsfleet, in order to be 
received into full communion with 
the Roman Catholic Church, only af-
ter a long period of prayer, which has 
been among the most testing periods 
of my life,” he stated.

Fr. Goodall is the second Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet to convert to the Catholic 
Church. In 2010 Fr. Andrew Burn-
ham resigned the same post to be or-
dained a priest the following year. In 
2021, a total of four Anglican bish-

ops were received into the Catholic 
Church.  

Satanic vandalism in 
the United States

On February 23, religious statues 
were vandalized and defaced with 
black ink at Holy Family Church in 
Jacksonville, Florida. The words 
“Hail Satan” were written on the stat-
ue of the Child Jesus along with vul-
gar markings, and a satanic sym-
bol was drawn on the forehead of the 
statue of St. Joseph.

Security cameras recorded three 
suspicious people at the scene at night, 
who were sought by police. The attack 
is one more in a disturbing wave of 
disrespect and sacrilegious acts com-
mitted against Catholic churches in 
the United States.

Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
Arrives in Ukraine

n March 17, the pilgrim statue of Our Lady of Fatima arrived in 
Lviv, in western Ukraine, and was welcomed by hundreds of faith-

ful awaiting Her in the Church of the Nativity, where She began her vis-
it to the city. 

Before the Russian invasion into Ukrainian territory, the 
Greek-Catholic Archbishop of Lviv, Ihor Vozniak, CSsR, had asked 
the Fatima Shrine in Portugal to send the pilgrim statue, a request that 
was promptly answered. 

This is the first time that the pilgrim statue has ever made the jour-
ney to be present in Ukraine.

The arrival of the Pilgrim Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima in Lviv, Ukraine
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ing-dong, ding-dong, 
rang the church bell, 
loud and clear. Its tol-
ling invited the faithful 

to prepare for the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass that was about to begin.

The altar boys were already stand-
ing in silence at their posts, waiting 
eagerly for the celebration to com-
mence. The zealous sacristan veri-
fied that everything was in order, es-
pecially on the altar, where the mir-
acle of Eucharistic transubstantiation 
would take place.

In this atmosphere of solemn sus-
pense, a whisper was heard:

“Oh, how happy I am that Mass 
is starting soon! It’s going to be so 
beautiful!” It was the altar linen talk-
ing to the altar.

“Yes, yes!” the altar replied. “People 
come from quite a distance to attend 
Mass here in our church, because 
nowhere else is the Lord’s Day cele-
brated with such splendour and sac-
rality.”

At last, the solemn opening pro-
cession of the Eucharistic Celebration 
began. It was led by the crucifer – or 
cross bearer –, followed by the can-
dle-bearing altar boys, the acolytes, 
deacons and, finally, the priest.

al on the face of the earth. But that 
Sunday, it would receive a lesson 
that it would never forget.

When it was time for the ser-
mon, the candle saw the eyes of those 
present turn towards the pulpit, where 
the priest began to comment on the 
mysteries of the life of Jesus with in-

What sort of strange behaviour was this? 
Apparently, not everyone was aware of the 
importance of the Holy Mass…

From the very outset of the liturgy, 
the faithful, in their pews, appeared 
to be rapt with wonder at each step of 
the ceremony.

However, there was also some 
strange behaviour taking place, since 
it seemed that not everyone was aware 
of the great importance of the Holy 
Mass… One of the candles was 
striving to stand out from the 
others, sending up an un-
usually large f lame 
from its overly long 
wick.

Truth to be 
told, this particu-
lar candle was 
already famous 
among the other 
liturgical orna-
ments for its pre-
tentiousness. It 
gloried in the 
beauty that its 
light lent to its 
surroundings, to 
the point that it 
believed itself to 
be the main ob-
ject on the altar, 
made of the most 
precious materi-

During Mass, one of the candles tried to outshine the 
others, believing itself to be the main object on the altar
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spired words. So, the candle start-
ed to wave its flame frantically back 
and forth in order to win back its audi-
ence. Its efforts were all in vain, for 
the faithful remained entirely focused 
on the exhortations of the celebrant.

Only one person noticed this silly 
behaviour: the sacristan.

The other liturgical objects under-
stood what the candle was up to, 
and they thought it was shame-
ful. What that candle failed to 
realize was just what an ugly 
thing it is to try desperately 
to be the centre of attention. 
In general, the more people 
seek glory for themselves, the 
more contemptible they ap-
pear to those around them. 

The candle’s compan-
ions told it to be still, but they 
were more moved by pity 
than by anger. “Poor thing,” 
they thought, “it doesn’t real-
ize how ridiculous it is to act 
this way.” And then they ig-
nored it, because they want-
ed to hear the rest of the 
priest’s sermon without dis-
tractions from secondary 
things. Fortunately, they 
were able to remain recollected until 
the end of the celebration.

Seeing its efforts thwarted in this 
way, the candle still had no intention 
of giving up. When the homily was 
over, and the Offertory began, it strug-
gled to intensify its flame even more. 
But it was no use… And it thought to 
itself:

“How absurd! Has no one noted 
the beauty of my blaze?”

Mass went on, and it was now time 
for the Consecration. All the faithful 
in the Church had their eyes on the al-
tar, since the Eucharistic Species were 
there, and the candle mistakenly im-
agined itself to be the object of that 
attentive observation. It cried out:

“Finally! Look how many eyes are 
riveted on me, enthralled by my glow! 
My light is the life of the ceremony; 

maintain, with all their soul’s might, 
to light up the universe! Yes, I am in-
deed extraordinary!”

The candle’s self-praise went on in 
a crescendo, until the sacristan could 
no longer put up with those exaggerat-
ed movements. He had hoped that the 
wick would diminish in size as the fire 
consumed it, causing the flame to die 
down a bit. But, seeing as the strand 
did not adjust itself, he leaned over to 
the candle before Communion time 
and discreetly folded its wick over, 
hoping to solve the problem that way.

The candle protested furiously:
“What’s going on? Is this man 

trying to dim my brightness? What 
an outrage!”

And it tried with all its might to 
counteract the sacristan’s smothering 
attempts.

Then the worst thing the candle 
could have feared happened: its wick 
was clipped away almost entirely. The 
unfortunate candle felt itself as if in 
the grip of death… This was some-
thing it had not expected at all. It wept 
uncontrollably, while at the same time 
trying to keep up appearances before 
the other objects of the presbytery.

As the faithful lined up to receive 
the Body and Blood of Jesus, it 

poured forth a veritable litany 
of lamentations:

“Why do they pass by with-
out noticing me? What an over-
sight! How ignorant!”

And, to everyone’s dismay, 
the candle’s comportment grew 
even worse than before: it start-
ed to sputter and let off showy 
sparks, in the hope of gaining 
some notice. Such bright and 
beautiful sparks, it thought, 
were sure to restore its “lost 
dignity.” But the others only re-
garded its antics as outlandish.

Losing his patience, the 
sacristan said to himself:

“For heaven’s sake! I can’t 
attend Mass properly. This 
candle is distracting me and 

all the faithful too. I must put an end 
to this situation!”

Without further ado, he went to the 
altar, seized the candle, snuffed it out 
and carried it off… He soon brought 
a new candle to replace it, and stashed 
the old one in a drawer, without a ped-
estal, without a flame, without light, 
without eyes to watch it, without leav-
ing good memories behind it.

This is what can easily happen to 
those who want to be seen as great-
er than they are, and constantly seek 
praise from others. Such is the fate of 
pretentious people: the more they seek 
to call attention upon themselves, the 
more they will be set aside. Our Lord’s 
celebrated phrase rightly warns us: 
“Everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but he who humbles himself 
will be exalted” (Lk 18:14). 

Without further ado, the sacristan seized the 
candle and stowed it away in a drawer

the Mass would be impossible with-
out me. I contain the highest symbol-
ism: my purest wax reminds all that 
Christ is the Son of the Ever-Virgin 
and Immaculate Mary; my fire, fed 
by my wick, represents the faith that 
the faithful of the whole world must 
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1. 3rd Sunday of Easter.

St. Joseph the Worker.
Blessed Mafalda, virgin 

(†1257). Daughter of King San-
cho I of Portugal, she received the 
habit in the monastery of Arou-
ca and later introduced the Cister-
cian reform there.

2. St. Athanasius, bishop and Doc-
tor of the Church (†373 Alexan-
dria - Egypt).

St. Wiborada, virgin and mar-
tyr (†926). She withdrew to a 
cell near the Church of St. Mag-
nus in Saint Gall, Switzerland, to 
lead a life of prayer and sacrifice. 
She was martyred by Hungarian 
invaders.

3. St. Philip and St. James the 
Lesser, Apostles.

Blessed Emilia Bicchieri, vir-
gin (†1314). Despite having sever-
al times held the post of Prioress 
of the Dominican monastery of 
Vercelli, Italy, she undertook the 
most menial tasks with great joy.

4. Blessed Ladislas of Gielniów, 
priest (†1505). Franciscan reli-
gious who died in Warsaw. He 
zealously preached the Passion 
of Our Lord and composed pious 
hymns in His praise.

5. St. Avertinus, deacon (†1189). He 
accompanied St. Thomas Beck-
et in exile and, after his mentor’s 

death, lived as a hermit in Vençay, 
France.

6. St. Benedicta, virgin (†sixth cen-
tury). Companion of St. Galla in 
the Roman monastery of which 
this saint was foundress. She died 
one month after her closest friend.

7. Blessed Gisella, queen (†1060). 
Wife of King St. Stephen, she col-
laborated with him in the evangel-
ization of Hungary. She was wid-
owed and entered the Benedictine 
monastery of Niederburg.

8. 4th Sunday of Easter.
St. Boniface IV, Pope (†615). 

He transformed the Pantheon into 
a church in honour of the Virgin 
Mary and all the martyrs, and fos-
tered monastic life.

9. St. Hermas, one of the Chris-
tian men whom the Apostle St. 
Paul greeted in the Letter to the 
Romans.

10. St. John of Avila, priest and 
Doctor of the Church (†1569 Mon-
tilla - Spain).

St. Solange, virgin and martyr 
(†ninth century). At sixteen years 
of age, in Bourges, France, she 
preferred martyrdom to losing her 
virginity.

11. St. Mamertus, bishop (†c. 475). 
Faced with imminent calamity, he 
instituted – in Vienne, France – the 

solemn triduum of litanies preced-
ing the feast of the Ascension of 
the Lord.

12. Sts. Nereus and Achilles, mar-
tyrs (†third century Rome). 

St. Pancras, martyr (†fourth 
century Rome).

Blessed Imelda Lambertini, 
virgin (†1333). Admitted to a Do-
minican monastery as a child, her 
burning desire was to receive the 
Holy Eucharist. She died at the 
age of eleven, after miraculously 
receiving Communion. 

13. Our Lady of Fatima.
St. Agnes of Poitiers, abbess 

(†588). Consecrated by the bless-
ing of St. Germanus of Paris, she 
governed the Monastery of Holy 
Cross of Poitiers, France, with a 
spirit of charity.

14. St. Matthias, Apostle.
St. Maria Domenica Mazza-

rello, virgin (†1881). She founded, 
with St. John Bosco, the Institute 
of the Daughters of Mary Help of 
Christians in Mornese, Italy.

15. 5th Sunday of Easter.
St. Isidore the Farmer, lay-

man (†c. 1130). Together with his 
wife, Blessed Maria de la Cabeza, 
he used to visit the churches of 
Madrid before starting work and 
showed great generosity towards 
the most impoverished.

16. St. Brendan, abbot (†577/583). 
Founder of the Monastery of 
Clonfert in Ireland, he was a 
zealous propagator of monas-
tic life.

17. St. Restituta, virgin and martyr 
(†c. 304). Died in Carthage during 
the Diocletian persecutions.

18. St. John I, Pope and martyr 
(†526 Ravenna - Italy).
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Incorrupt body of Blessed Imelda Lambertini -  
Church of St. Sigismund, Bologna (Italy)
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St. Eric IX, king and mar-

tyr (†1161). King of Sweden who 
sent the Bishop St. Henry to Fin-
land to spread the Gospel. He was 
stabbed to death while attending 
Holy Mass.

19. Blessed Raphael Louis 
Rafiringa, religious (†1919). 
Lasallian religious who, 
converted from paganism, 
maintained the presence 
and vitality of the Church in 
Madagascar when all the priests 
had been expelled.

20. St. Bernardine of Siena, priest 
(†1444 L’Aquila - Italy).

Blessed Colomba of Rieti, 
virgin (†1501). Born to a noble 
family in Perugia, Italy, she joined 
the Congregation of the Sisters of 
Penance of St. Dominic and pro-
moted peace between the warring 
factions in that city.

21. St. Cristobal Magallanes, 
priest, and companions, martyrs 
(†1927 Mexico).

St. Hospitius, hermit (†c. 581). 
He lived in an old tower on the 
outskirts of Nice, France, fasting 
and doing penance. He received 
the gift of miracles and prophecy, 
even predicting the invasion of 
the Lombards.

22. 6th Sunday of Easter.
St. Rita of Cascia, religious 

(†c. 1457 Cascia - Italy).
Blessed Maria Domenica 

Brun Barbantini, religious 
(†1868). After being widowed, 
she founded the Congregation of 
the Sisters Ministers of the Sick 
of St. Camillus in Lucca, Italy. 

23. St. Eutychius, abbot (†c. 487). 
He led a solitary life together with 
St. Florentius just outside Norcia, 
Italy, and then governed the near-
by monastery in a saintly manner.

24. Our Lady Help of Christians.
Blessed Joanna. Wife of 

Chuza, Herod’s steward, she was 
one of the Holy Women who fol-
lowed Jesus and aided Him with 
her resources.

25. St. Bede the Venerable, priest 
and Doctor of the Church (†735 
Jarrow - England). 

St. Gregory VII, Pope (†1085 
Salerno - Italy). 

St. Mary Magdalene de Paz-
zi, virgin (†1607 Florence - Italy).

Blessed Gerardo Mecatti, 
hermit (†c. 1245). He distributed 
his possessions among the poor 
and withdrew to a life of solitude 
in Villamagna, Italy.

26. St. Philip Neri, priest (†1595 
Rome).

St. Joseph Chang Sŏng-jib, 
martyr (†1839). Korean pharmacist 
converted to the Christian faith. He 
was imprisoned and died in Seoul 
after suffering cruel torments.

27. St. Augustine of Canterbury, 
bishop (†604/605 Canterbury -  
England).

St. Gonzaga Gonza, mar-
tyr (†1886). Servant of the king 
of Uganda, pierced by the lance 
of an executioner as he was being 
led away to be burned at the stake.

28. Blessed Margaret Pole, moth-
er of a family and martyr (†1541). 
Countess of Salisbury, she was 
stripped of all her possessions 
and beheaded at the age of sixty-
eight, after a harrowing two-year 
imprisonment in the Tower of 
London.

29. Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord. (USA: Also celebrated 
May 26.)

Blessed Gerardesca, widow 
(†c. 1269). She spent her widow-
hood in a cell near the Camaldolese 
Monastery of San Sabino in Pisa, 
Italy, dedicating herself to prayer.

30. Sts. Basil and Emmelia (†349 
and 372). A married couple from 
Cappadocia, present-day Turkey, 
who instructed their ten children 
in the way of perfection. Four of 
them are venerated on the altars: 
St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory of 
Nyssa, St. Peter of Sebaste and St. 
Macrina.

31. Visitation of Our Lady.
Blessed James Salomone, 

priest (†1314). At seventeen, he 
gave all that he possessed to the 
poor and entered the Dominican 
monastery in Venice. 
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St. Brendan - St. James Church, 
Glenbeigh (Ireland)



Sr. Aline Karolina Lima, EP

“I

Mary’s  
Indestructible Chain

will put enmity between you 
and the Woman, and between 
your seed and her seed” (Gn 
3:15), the Creator decreed af-

ter the fall of our first parents. It is a 
war waged between two irreconcil-
able adversaries: the race of the chil-
dren of the Virgin under the orders of 
their Sovereign, and that of the Ser-
pent’s followers with their leader. 

This antagonism is embodied 
in the statue of Our Lady of the 
Apocalypse, which portrays the 
Mother of Jesus as seen by St. John 
on the Island of Patmos, as a Lady 
clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars (cf. Rv 12:1). 
This sculpture, however, displays 
another salient aspect that does not 
appear in the Book of Revelation: 
Mary, commander of the troops of 
the Most High, crushes and punish-
es the infernal Dragon with only her 
heel and a chain.  What a magnifi-
cent image!

Symbolic in all its details, this 
statue arouses a certain curiosity: 
what exactly does the chain signify?

A metal chain is made up of the 
concatenation of individual links. 
The chain placed in the hands of 

the Blessed Virgin may be taken to 
symbolize her elect souls, and the 
bond existing between these chosen 
ones. Their spiritual intermingling is 
based on the love of God, and it is for 
this reason that they strive together to 
fulfil one same purpose. In short, it 
is a union forged among the intellects 
and wills of the children of light, in 
full accord with their Queen.

In this sense, St. Louis-Marie 
Grignion de Montfort in one of his 
works urged: 

“You must be joined together 
in a close union of mind and heart, 
which is stronger and far more for-
midable to the world and to hell than 
are the armed forces of a great na-
tion to its enemies.”1 

And following this, the Marian 
Saint vehemently exclaims: “Evil 
spirits are united to destroy you; you 
must be united to crush them.”2 

Commenting on these words, 
Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira ex-
plains that it is a matter of “seeing 
the struggle as a confrontation be-
tween two unions, which do not 
mean strategic coalitions of forces, 
but of opposing loves, which define 
victory or defeat, above all by their 
differing intensity.”3 

The Blessed Virgin resolves to 
overcome the devil not only by 
crushing him with her pure heel, but 
by making use of this chain, which 
are her chosen ones, to humiliate the 
vain pride of the Dragon. Here we 
are associated with Mary’s battles 
against evil! 

However, to win the victory, we 
must remain united, partaking in the 
same ideal and never separating our-
selves from our fellow combatants.

Great events are approaching; 
what awaits humanity only God 
knows. In this situation, cohesion 
among those who constitute the 
army of the Queen of the Universe 
is essential, for only together can we 
obtain from Her all the graces and 
means necessary for the accomplish-
ment of our mission in the Church. 
We must be vigilant if we do not wish 
to suffer defeat – the fate inevitably 
reserved for those who decide to be 
separate links. 

Let us be firmly united, then, 
with our hearts fixed on the Great 
General of the hosts of God, so that 
we may become effective instru-
ments in the hands of Her who is 
“terrible as an army set in array.” 
(Ct 6: 9). 

Our Lady has associated us with her war against evil, in order 
to crush the vain pride of the Dragon. In this struggle, the union 
among those who fight for Her is of utmost value.



1 ST. LOUIS-MARIE DE MONTFORT. 
Letter to the Friends of the Cross. In: 
God Alone. Bayshore, NY: Montfort Pub-
lications, 1987, p.124.

2 Idem, p.14.
3 CORRÊA DE OLIVEIRA, Plinio. A Car-

ta circular aos amigos da Cruz -II [Circu-
lar Letter to the Friends of the Cross - II]. 
União dos espíritos e dos corações [Union 
of Souls and Hearts]. In: Dr. Plinio. São 
Paulo. Year X. No.113 (Aug., 2007); p.15.
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I Will Fight for 
Your Love

L
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ord God of hosts, who has said in the Gos-
pel: “I have come not to bring peace, but a 

sword”, arm me for the fight. I ardently desire to 
fight for Your glory, but I implore You: enliven 
my courage… Then I will be able to exclaim with 
Holy King David: “Blessed be the Lord, my rock, 
who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for 
battle…”

O my Beloved! I know what warefare You have O my Beloved! I know what warefare You have 
destined for me; it is not on the battlefields that I destined for me; it is not on the battlefields that I 
shall fight…shall fight…

I am a prisoner of Your love; of my own free I am a prisoner of Your love; of my own free 
will I have riveted the fetters that bind me to you will I have riveted the fetters that bind me to you 
and separate me forever from the world by You and separate me forever from the world by You 
accursed. My sword is none other than love. With accursed. My sword is none other than love. With 
it I will drive the strangers from the land, and will it I will drive the strangers from the land, and will 
have You proclaimed King over the souls who re-have You proclaimed King over the souls who re-
fuse to submit to Your divine power.fuse to submit to Your divine power.

Truly, Lord, You have no need of an instrument as Truly, Lord, You have no need of an instrument as 
weak as I, but Joan, your virginal and valiant spouse, weak as I, but Joan, your virginal and valiant spouse, 
said: “We must fight, for God to give the victory.”said: “We must fight, for God to give the victory.”

I will therefore fight for your love until the even-I will therefore fight for your love until the even-
ing of my life, O my Jesus. And as You were pleased ing of my life, O my Jesus. And as You were pleased 
not to take rest on this earth, I want to follow Your not to take rest on this earth, I want to follow Your 
example, hoping that the promise which came from example, hoping that the promise which came from 
Your sacred lips will be fulfilled in me: “If any one Your sacred lips will be fulfilled in me: “If any one 
follows Me, where I am, there will he will be also, follows Me, where I am, there will he will be also, 
and my Father will honour him” (cf. Jn 12:26).and my Father will honour him” (cf. Jn 12:26).

Prayer composed by St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Prayer composed by St. Therese of the Child Jesus, 
inspired by a statue of St. Joan of Arcinspired by a statue of St. Joan of Arc

St. Therese of the Child Jesus, playing the role  St. Therese of the Child Jesus, playing the role  
of St. Joan of Arc in a theatrical playof St. Joan of Arc in a theatrical play


