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now, my daughter, that on this 
earth you will not have more than 

one good day out of a hundred bad ones, 
because you must be like my Son Jesus 
[…]. Above all, you must apply yourself 
to fulfilling His will, while constantly of-
fering to Him your own, in the way of life 
that I desire for you to follow. Therein lies 
your special vocation.

It is necessary that later, by closely 
examining your conduct, everyone may 
be convinced that it is possible to serve God 

in any state, in any walk of life, with-
out undertaking great external mortifica-
tions, provided that one fights vigorous-
ly against one’s passions and is conformed 
in everything to God’s holy will. Remem-
ber that to renounce your own will and 
submit yourself completely to God’s is far 
more meritorious than to practise the most 
extreme corporal penances.

Words of the Blessed Virgin  
to Blessed Anna Maria Taigi

Incorrupt body of Blessed Anna Maria Taigi - Basilica of San Crisogono, Rome
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Our readers Write

Being courageous in a 
world dominated By fear

For years I have received Heralds 
of the Gospel magazine and, for me, 
each issue is like a small library, with 
topics that are always interesting and 
even surprising.

An article from the December 
2021 issue caught my attention. In 
it Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira ex-
plains the meaning of courage as 
being a virtue of the soul for facing 
great struggles. In a world dominat-
ed by fear to the point of abolishing 
common sense, he explains to us how 
to be courageous, facing difficulties 
with a calm but firm attitude, cer-
tain that we will not avoid suffering. 
Above all, we should ask the help of 
Our Lord, who was the bravest of all 
men, because we are weak. Thank 
you for such a magnificent apostol-
ate; may Our Lady bless you.

Patricia Navarro González  
Alajuela – Costa Rica

there will always Be 
defenders of the truth

Emmanuele Brunatto – Perse-
cuting the Persecutors of Padre Pio: 
an admirable story. It is sobering 
to know that members of the Holy 
Church allow themselves to be motiv-
ated by such selfish sentiments; how-
ever, there will always be those who 
fight to defend the truth.

Donizete Vieira Coelho 
Via revista.arautos.org

sr. clare crockett: an 
example close to us

An amazing story of our times; a 
crucial example for young people to-
day. A girl who let herself be touched 

by the grace of the Holy Spirit, and 
who totally changed her life. As a 
catechist I see how the stories of 
Saints sometimes seem very distant 
or unattainable for my students. But 
the example of Sr. Clare’s life is so 
close to us! Young people seek hap-
piness and fame far from God, and 
Sr. Clare achieved happiness and 
fame by drawing close to God. What 
an important model of life for our 
day! Many thanks to the Heralds of 
the Gospel for introducing us to Sr. 
Clare!

Andrea de Sánchez 
Via revistacatolica.org

“kintsugi” and the 
restoration of the church

I was moved to read about kint-
sugi in the April issue and I applied 
it to the current situation of our Holy 
Mother Church. However much they 
have “shattered it into a thousand 
pieces” – doctrine, tradition, respect 
for the sacred… – when God, through 
His Blessed Mother, applies kintsugi 
and restores His Church, she will be 
even more beautiful, luminous and 
holy than before!

Victor H. G. Silva 
Via revista.arautos.org

perspective that the 
world wants to hide

The May Editorial is full of wis-
dom! It is phenomenal to note, with 
great emotion, how, as the months 
go by, the Editorial of Heralds of the 
Gospel magazine places us in the per-
spective of things that the world, the 
flesh and the devil want to hide from 
us!

Thank you, dear Heralds, for be-
ing the gentle hand of the Spouse of 
the Divine Holy Spirit to open our 
eyes! May God reward you! 

Fernando Propatto 
Via revistacatolica.org

prayers for the heralds 
in the grotto of lourdes

I am one of your admirers. In re-
cent days I made a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes where, visiting the Grotto of 
Massabielle several times, I thought 
of all of you, the Association of Our 
Lady of Fatima and the Heralds of the 
Gospel, asking Mary to protect you 
under her mantle. In my prayer inten-
tions for numerous priests, I included 
the names of all the priests of the Her-
alds of the Gospel, in particular Msgr. 
João Scognamiglio Clá Dias.

To know you and collaborate with 
you is a grace that Mary gave me. I 
always remember you in my prayers. 
Onwards!

Gianluca Cervetti 
Rome – Italy

clear means for an intimate 
relationship with god

“My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge” (Hos 4:6). In read-
ing Heralds of the Gospel magazine, 
readers feel that they not only find 
light to clarify the doctrinal points 
that the weak human mind still in-
sists on relegating to the darkness of 
ignorance and relativism, but they 
also find in its pages what man con-
stantly desires: the clearest and truest 
means to come into intimate contact 
with God.

Laura Maria 
Via revista.arautos.org

a great awakening

Heralds of the Gospel magazine 
brings us a great awakening. What 
an enormous grace it is for us to have 
in our hands such precious articles 
as The King’s Sleep, from the Janu-
ary edition, so that our family may 
always be closer to the Good God 
and the Blessed Virgin!

Dailane Santos 
Via revista.arautos.org



Vol. 16, No. 176
Vol. 16, No. 176

June 2022
June 2022

Archetype 
Archetype 

of the Priesthood 
of the Priesthood 

C

June 2022 · Heralds of the Gospel      5

Editorial

hrist, the archetypal priest, raised the ancient priesthood to a new level. As the 
Good Shepherd, He spent His life doing good (cf. Acts 10:38); as the Bread 
of Angels, He gave His own flesh in Communion; as the Immaculate Lamb, 

He offered Himself on the Altar of the Cross for corrupt humanity; as the restorer of 
Levites, He drove the peddlers from the Temple. Persecuted particularly by the chief 
priests, He erected a new priestly order according to Melchizedek. His Passion was a 
supremely exorcistic act against the enraged mob; His life was the ruin of the wicked.

“As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you” (Jn 20:21). In order to perpetuate 
His work, Jesus first of all sent the Apostles, those who are, by their very etymol-
ogy, the ones sent. To them, the God-Man conferred the Sacrament of Holy Orders, 
so that they would not only follow His example, but would act in His Person – in Per-
sona Christi. They were ordained, therefore, to oppose all that is “antichristic”.

There are three nouns which, in current vocabulary, designate ordained minis-
ters: priest, father and presbyter.

Priest means one who gives sacred things – (sacerdos in Latin - sacra dans.) In 
fact, his ministry is “to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sac-
rifices for sins” (Heb 5:1). This sacralization can be summarized in the role of medi-
ator between God and man, either by raising oblations to the Most High, or by re-
ceiving blessings from Him to transmit to the faithful.

In contrary fashion, the ministers of the Antichrist propagate the profane. They 
are “false Christs” (Mk 13:22), simoniacs disguised as humble men, who despise the 
decorum of the Liturgy and are allergic to the Sacraments.

Father, in turn, comes originally from the Latin pater. The priest is a father be-
cause he generates the children of God through Baptism and educates them in the 
ways of the Divine Master, as well as welcoming many “prodigal sons” in the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation.

On the other extreme is “the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son” 
(1 Jn 2:22). As their “father [is] the devil” (Jn 8:44), his ministers despise the family 
and what is traditional in it; as nepotists they protect their own, while with scandals 
they turn the little ones away from the Kingdom of Heaven.

Finally, the Greek word presbyteros means elder, not in the chronological sense, but 
in that of maturity. The presbyter must be mature, that is to say, serene, firm, prudent 
and courageous. He must tend towards perfection – to the per-fect –, that is, done thor-
oughly, which is nothing other than sanctity, the perfection of charity. 

Satan’s hierophants, in turn, are eternal adolescents. Histrionic, they translate life 
as an endless game. Emasculated, they flee from combat like the devil from the cross. 
Trepidatious, they live on impulses and not on convictions. They are worse than cow-
ards because they do not fear the dark like children, but rather the light…

In conclusion, Christ’s priests are ordained ministers, not only because they be-
long to the order of clerics, but also because they tend towards the restoration of the 
sacral, paternal and presbyteral order of society. Therefore, if “the Revolution is dis-
order, the Counter-Revolution is the restoration of order” – as Dr. Plinio Corrêa de 
Oliveira defined it – the priests of Christ are also archetypes of the Counter-Revolu-
tion: they are ordained to establish order. 

Priests of Christ and 
Ministers of the antiChrist

Eucharistic 
Sacred Heart of 
Jesus - Basilica 
of Our Lady of 
the Immaculate 
Conception, 
Madrid

Photo: Eric Salas
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The Voice of The PoPes

The priest, as is said with good reason, is indeed “another Christ”;  
for, in some way, he is a continuation of Jesus Christ Himself.  

“As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you.”

he human race has always 
felt the need of a priest-
hood: of men, that is, who 
have the official charge to 

be mediators between God and hu-
manity, men who should consecrate 
themselves entirely to this mediation, 
as to the very purpose of their lives, 
men set aside to offer to God public 
prayers and sacrifices in the name of 
human society. For human society as 
such is bound to offer to God public 
and social worship. It is bound to ac-
knowledge in Him its Supreme Lord 
and first beginning, and to strive to-
ward Him as to its last end, to give 
Him thanks and offer Him propitia-
tion. […]

Yet, in the splendour of Divine 
Revelation, the priest is seen invested 
with a still far greater dignity. This 
dignity was foreshadowed of old by 
the venerable and mysterious figure of 
Melchisedech, Priest and King (cf. Gn 
14:18), whom St. Paul recalls as pre-
figuring the Person and Priesthood of 
Christ Our Lord Himself (cf. Heb 5:10; 
6:20; 7:1, 10-11, 15).

The priest, according to the mag-
nificent definition given by St. Paul 
is indeed a man “taken from amongst 
men,” yet “ordained for men in the 
things that appertain to God”: his 
office is not for human things, and 
things that pass away, however lofty 

and valuable these may seem; but for 
things divine and enduring.

 These eternal things may, per-
haps, through ignorance, be scorned 
and contemned, or even attacked 
with diabolical fury and malice, as 
sad experience has often proved and 
proves even today; but they always 
continue to hold the first place in the 
aspirations, individual and social, 
of humanity, because the human 
heart feels irresistibly that it is made 
for God and is restless till it rests in 
Him.

Ancient priesthood and 
Eternal Priesthood

In the Sacred Books of the Old 
Law, a priesthood of divine institu-
tion was established and promulgated 
by Moses, inspired by God, and every 

detail of its duties, residence and rites 
were determined for it. […]

Yet that ancient priesthood de-
rived its greatest majesty and glory 
from being a foretype of the Chris-
tian priesthood, the priesthood of the 
New and eternal Covenant sealed 
with the Blood of the Redeemer of 
the world, Jesus Christ, true God 
and true Man.

The Apostle of the Gentiles thus 
perfectly sums up what may be said 
of the greatness, the dignity and the 
mission of the Christian priesthood: 
“Let a man so account of us as of the 
ministers of Christ and the dispen-
sers of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor 
4:1).

The priest is the minister of Christ, 
an instrument, that is to say, in the 
hands of the Divine Redeemer. He 
continues the work of the redemption 
in all its world-embracing universal-
ity and divine efficacy, that work that 
wrought so marvellous a transforma-
tion in the world. Thus the priest, as is 
said with good reason, is indeed “an-
other Christ”; for, in some way, he is 
a continuation of Jesus Christ Him-
self. “As the Father has sent Me, even 
so I send you,” (Jn 20:21) is spoken to 
the priest, and hence the priest, like 
Christ, continues to give “glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace 
to men of good will” (Lk 2:14). […]

As the minister of 
Christ, the priest 
is an instrument 
in the hands of the 
Divine Redeemer 
to continue His 
redeeming work
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Priestly character and grace

These august powers are 
conferred upon the priest in 
a Sacrament especially de-
signed to this end: they are not 
merely passing or temporary 
in the priest, but are stable and 
perpetual, united as they are 
with the indelible character 
imprinted on his soul where-
by he became a priest forever 
(cf. Ps 109:4), like unto Him in 
whose eternal priesthood he 
has been made a sharer. Even 
the most lamentable downfall, 
which, through human frail-
ty, is possible to a priest, can 
never blot out from his soul 
this priestly character.

Moreover, along with this 
character and these powers, 
the priest through the Sacra-
ment of Orders receives new 
and special grace with spe-
cial helps. Thereby, if only he 
will loyally further, by his free 
and personal cooperation, the divine-
ly powerful action of the grace itself, 
he will be able worthily to fulfil all the 
duties, however arduous, of his lofty 
calling. He will not be overborne, but 
will be able to bear the tremendous 
responsibilities inherent to his priestly 
ministry; responsibilities which have 
made fearful even the stoutest cham-
pions of the Christian priesthood – 
men such as St. John Chrysostom, St. 
Ambrose, St. Gregory the Great, St. 
Charles and many others. […]

A last tribute to the priesthood 
is given by the very enemies of the 
Church. […] They, in their way, show 
that they fully appreciate the dignity 
and importance of the Catholic priest-
hood, by directing against it their fore-
most and fiercest blows; since they 
know well how close is the tie that 
binds the Church to her priests. The 
most rabid enemies of the Catholic 
priesthood are today the very enemies 
of God, which is indeed a homage to 

the priesthood, showing it the more 
worthy of honour and veneration.

Other Christs

Most sublime, then, Venerable 
Brethren, is the dignity of the priest-
hood, and not even the falling away 
of some unworthy in the priesthood, 
however deplorable and saddening it 
may be, can dim the splendour of so 
lofty a dignity. Nor should such dis- 1 CIC 1917, can. 124.

graces cause the worth and 
merit of so many to be over-
looked – who, in the priest-
hood have been and are pree-
minent in holiness, in learn-
ing, in works of zeal, and 
even in martyrdom. 

Nor must it be forgotten 
that personal unworthiness 
does not hinder the efficacy 
of a priest’s ministry. The in-
dignity of the minister does 
not make void the Sacraments 
he administers, since the Sac-
raments derive their efficacy 
from the Blood of Christ, in-
dependently of the sanctity of 
the instrument, or, as scho-
lastic language expresses it, 
the Sacraments work their ef-
fect ex opere operato. […]

Now to all Christians in 
general it has been said: “Be ye 
perfect as your Heavenly Fath-
er is perfect” (Mt 5:48); how 
much more then should the 
priest consider these words of 

the Divine Master as spoken to him-
self, called as he is by a special voca-
tion to follow Christ more closely. 

Hence the Church publicly urges 
on all her clerics this most grave 
duty, placing it in the code of her 
laws: “Clerics must lead an interior 
and exterior life holier than that of 
the laity, and should excel in render-
ing them an example of virtue and 
good works.”1 And since the priest is 
an ambassador for Christ, he should 
so live as to be able with truth to 
make his own the words of the Apos-
tle: “Be imitators of me, as I am of 
Christ” (1 Cor 11:1); he ought to live 
as another Christ who by the splen-
dour of His virtue enlightened and 
still enlightens the world. 

Excerpts from: PIUS XI.  
Ad catholici sacerdotii, 20/12/1935 

The priest  
through the 
Sacrament of Orders 
receives special 
graces to fulfil all  
the duties of his 
lofty calling

Imposition of hands during a priestly ordination  
in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary,  

Caieiras (Brazil)
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a  Gospel  A
5 In the days of Herod, King of Judea, 
there was a priest named Zechariah, of 
the priestly division of Abijah; and his 
wife was from the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth.6 Both were 
righteous in the eyes of God, observing 
all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blamelessly.7 But they had 
no child, because Elizabeth was barren, 
and both were advanced in years. 
8 Once when he was serving as priest in 
his division’s turn before God, 9 accord-
ing to the practice of the priestly ser-
vice, he was chosen by lot to enter the 
sanctuary of the Lord to burn incense. 
10 Then, when the whole assembly of the 
people was praying outside at the hour 
of incense offering, 11 the Angel of the 
Lord appeared to him, standing at the 
right of the altar of incense. 12 Zechar-
iah was troubled by what he saw, and 
fear came upon him. 13 But the Angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechar-
iah, because your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall name him John. 14 And 
you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he 
will be great in the sight of the Lord. 
John will drink neither wine nor strong 
drink. He will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit even from his mother’s womb. 
16 And he will turn many of the children 
of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He 
will go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn their hearts to-
ward their children and the disobedient 
to the understanding of the righteous, 
to prepare a people fit for the Lord” (Lk 
1: 5-17). Apparition of the Angel to Zechariah –  

Church of St. John the Baptist, Halifax (Nova Scotia)
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The Power of  
Eternal Predestination

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP
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St. John the 
Baptist was 
idealized by 
the Creator 
from all 
eternity as a 
preeminent 
man who 
would go 
before the 
God-Man

Gospel Commentary – solemnity of the nativity of st. John the Baptist   
(viGil mass)

We see God’s hand acting for His greater glory in the 
events surrounding the miraculous conception and birth of 
the Precursor.

I – PredestIned  
From All eternIty

With the celebration of the Vigil Mass, the 
Holy Church begins the Solemnity of the Nativ-
ity of St. John the Baptist, whose unequalled fig-
ure merited praise from the lips of the Saviour: 
“Among those born of women there has risen 
no one greater than John the Baptist” (Mt 11:11). 
He is the only saint – with the exception of Our 
Lady – who is commemorated twice a year, both 
on the day of his departure for Heaven, August 
29, and principally, on the day of his birth. This 
privilege stems from the fact that, freed from the 
shackles of sin in his mother’s womb, he came 
into this world adorned with the full possession 
of sanctifying grace.1 Indeed, he was idealized 
by God, from all eternity, as a preeminent man, to 
go before the God-Man when the “time had fully 
come” (Gal 4:4).

God conceived us from all eternity

Each of us has a clear notion of having come 
into the world through the cooperation of a fath-
er and a mother, whom we know and love. But 
we tend to overlook that before being physically 
begotten by our parents, we were conceived and 
known by God from a moment impossible to de-
termine, since it was eternal. 

Our poor intelligence is incapable of even im-
agining the divine mind, in which there is neither 
past nor future, for everything is present. 

Having come from the hands of God, who dir-
ectly creates each soul, it is fitting for us to culti-
vate a strong relationship with Him, upon Whom 
we depend for life, as contingent beings. Other-
wise our condition is like that of an abandoned 
child, who may experience moments of joy, yet 
who lacks the happiness of belonging to a family. 
For His part, far from being like a cruel mother 
who forsakes her child, God never abandons us, 
and wants to establish a close relationship with 
us, as we read in Scripture: “Can a woman forget 
her child, that she should have no compassion on 
the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I 
will not forget you” (Is 49:15). 

The predestination to a privileged mission is 
evident at the birth of St. John the Baptist. This 
is followed by outstanding divine protection, as 
highlighted by the readings for both the Masses 
of this Solemnity – that of the Vigil and the Day – 
which narrate the calling of the prophet Jeremiah 
and the prophet Isaiah, perfectly applicable to the 
Precursor: 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” 
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Though 
under the 
appearance of 
normality, the 
conception 
and birth of 
the Precursor 
were 
surrounded by 
mystical and 
miraculous 
aspects
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(Jer 1:5); “The Lord called me from the womb, 
from the body of my mother he named my 
name” (Is 49:1).

II – the FAIth  
PersPectIve

As we ponder the episodes outlined by the 
Gospel of this Vigil, a peculiarity strikes us: 
God’s way of accomplishing great works.

Events that changed the history  
of humanity

From man’s creation and life in Paradise down 
to the Final Judgement, this happening may be 
counted among one of the most important and 
transcendent for the history of humanity: St. John 
the Baptist, the greatest of those born of women, is 
conceived by a barren mother; moreover, when his 
parents were already of an advanced age – details 
that mark the event as entirely prodigious. The 
very announcement of his conception and birth are 
shrouded in mystery; St. Elizabeth is assisted in 
childbirth by the Virgin Mary, who is herself in the 
third month of the gestation of the Child Jesus, the 
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity Incarnate.

But the Precursor does not come into the world 
surrounded by the glory, splendour, and power 
that he now enjoys in eternity, and which would 
have elicited belief from those who heard him. 
Rather, he embarked on his mission clothed in 
camel skin; he fed on locusts, and revealed sui 
generis characteristics that demanded an act of 

faith of his contemporaries. All of these impres-
sive particulars were clothed in normality, in the 
common course of life. While his relatives and 
neighbours had discussed these things among 
themselves, they did not seem to fully grasp their 
supernatural dimension.

Nowadays, thanks to hindsight and to the 
knowledge gleaned from two thousand years of 
Church Tradition, we more easily discern the 
mystical, miraculous, and extraordinary aspects 
of these events. And from them we draw a pre-
cious lesson: when God intervenes, He often 
does not reveal the entire magnitude of the oc-
currences that we witness. He acts this way to 
keep us in a state of earthly trial, without which 
we would live on proof, without the need for faith, 
thus losing the merit of its practice. For the just 
to live by faith (cf. Hb 2:4), He lets us cross the 
valleys of aridity (cf. Ps 83:7). Let us consider the 
verses chosen by the Liturgy for the Vigil of this 
Solemnity from this perspective.

God rewards a couple’s holiness
5 In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there 
was a priest named Zechariah, of the pries-
tly division of Abijah; and his wife was from 
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth.6 Both were righteous in the eyes 
of God, observing all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly. 

After setting the time frame for the narrated 
scene, the Evangelist briefly describes the main 

“The birth and naming of St. John the Baptist”, by Sano di Pietro -  
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
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qualities of St. Zechariah and his wife St. Eliza-
beth, highlighting the only one that is truly essen-
tial, since it remains for eternity: to be righteous 
before God and faithfully obey all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord. Beyond any 
human consideration, we can conclude that God’s 
gaze, in resting upon that holy couple, made them 
worthy of receiving the great miracle that He in-
tended to accomplish, according to the commen-
tary of St. Ambrose: 

“One is the gaze of men and the other of God; 
men see the face, God, the heart. [...] The perfect 
merit consists in being righteous before God.”2

The public humiliation  
of barrenness
7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

Similar to other famous Old Testament fig-
ures such as Sarai (cf. Gn 16:1), Rebekah (cf. 
Gn 25:21), Rachel (cf. Gn 29:31), the wife of Man-
oah (cf. Jgs 13:2) or Hannah (cf. 1 Sm 1:5), Eliza-
beth, both by nature and advanced age, was un-
able to be a mother. Her condition, then, was one 
of maximum public humiliation (cf. Lk 1:25), for 
at that time – in stark contrast to today, in which 
bearing many children signifies a disaster for 
certain parents – numerous offspring was a sign 
of God’s blessings; the contrary was considered 
cause for shame and a sign of a chastisement from 
Heaven.3 The barren woman was considered 
a social pariah and often treated with disdain 
(cf. Gn 16:4; 1 Sm 1:6-7), which increased the 
couple’s suffering. This situation further high-
lighted God’s action in performing the miracle 
of the birth of St. John the Baptist, which subse-
quent events would confirm.

This presents another important point that 
merits our consideration in today’s Liturgy: while 
we may face specific and evident obstacles, the 
will of God always prevails for the fulfilment of 
His designs, since for Him nothing is impossible 
(cf. Lk 1:37).

God chooses ceremonies to  
manifest Himself

8 Once when he was serving as priest in his 
division’s turn before God, 9 according to the 
practice of the priestly service, he was cho-
sen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord 

to burn incense. 10 Then, when the whole as-
sembly of the people was praying outside at 
the hour of incense offering… 

It was the custom among the priests to allocate 
the various roles for Temple worship by drawing 
lots. Every day, in the morning and afternoon, a 
priest would enter the Sancta to offer incense to 
God on the altar of incense, which stood before 
the Sancta sanctorum.4 Naturally, the more fer-
vent of them would anxiously desire to be chosen, 
for it was a moment in which the bearer of the of-
fering felt aided by graces and special consola-
tions. With Zechariah, we see how God used this 
draw system to favour him in preparation for be-
ing the object of the grandiose manifestation that 
would soon unfold.

From the atrium, separated by the curtain 
which hid the holy place, the people prayerfully 
accompanied the ritual while a beautiful cloud 
of smoke formed, escaping through the veil; 
the fragrance of the incense, used in generous 
quantity, pervaded the entire setting. The faith-
ful knew, from experience, that the ceremony 
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“The Annunciation to St. Zechariah”, by Pere Mates -  
Art Museum of Gerona (Spain)
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Upon seeing 
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was fearful, 
for he had 
become 
lukewarm in 
his priestly 
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supernatural 
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Rep
ro

duc
tio

n

was not a very lengthy one. But this time it was 
strangely prolonged…
11 …the Angel of the Lord appeared to 
him, standing at the right of the altar of 
incense. 

Instead of communicating to him through a 
dream or appearing to him in his house or another 
place, the Angel St. Gabriel was sent to transmit 
the heavenly message to Zechariah at the precise 
moment in which he, glorifying God, went to re-
new the embers and fragrances upon the altar. In 
this way, he showed the value that we must at-
tach to the altar of the Lord, at which Zechariah 
served, and how pleasing liturgical ceremony is 
to God. The Angel stationed himself on the right-
hand side to further emphasize the importance of 
that event; appearing on the left would have been 
less noble and befitting, and, in front, he would 
have turned his back to the altar.

This detail also indicates the reward God has 
in store for those who draw close to Him, recol-
lecting and isolating themselves in His presence, 
in an appropriate place, such as a chapel or alone 
in their room (cf. Mt 6:6), with the intention of 
praising Him. Whenever we experience need, we 

should not seek the solution in human effort, but 
rather in prayer. God knows how to communicate 
with us and to find a way to speak to our interior, 
through consolations or even mystical and extra-
ordinary phenomena.

Fear resulting from  
lukewarmness
12 Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, 
and fear came upon him.

In the Old Testament, the sudden apparition of 
an Angel awakened dread, for, according to com-
mon belief, such a grandiose happening spelled 
the immediate death of those who witnessed it 
(cf. Jgs 6:22-23; 13:21-22), as mentioned in a pre-
vious article. However, Zechariah’s perturbation 
and fear illustrates that he had fallen into a degree 
of lukewarmness in the fulfilment of his priestly 
duties, and that perhaps the “fervour of the nov-
ice” characteristic of beginners in the service of 
the Lord had waned. Had he been at the peak of 
enthusiasm, this would not have happened, the vi-
sion, on the contrary would have filled him with 
joy. Men fear Angels when they neglect to con-
template the supernatural and focus on the con-
crete analysis of events.

Being of priestly lineage, Zechariah was pre-
pared to perform this ceremony and, on the earli-
er occasions that he entered to do so, he certain-
ly felt the weight of the responsibility of being a 
mediator between God and the people. However, 
gradually, bogged down in the temptation that 
often besets those responsible for the sacred min-
istry, of becoming accustomed to routine and, as 
he knew the details of the rite by rote, he fulfilled 
his office with secondary attention, having lost 
the conviction of the grandeur of the act that he 
performed. Perhaps concerns with the petty prob-
lems of the day-to-day life of his time even in-
duced him to speed up the ceremony with sights 
on efficiency... His reaction to the Angel’s an-
nouncement narrated in the verses following the 
passage chosen for this Vigil, shows Zechariah’s 
lack of faith in the picture unveiled by St. Gab-
riel (cf. Lk 1:18), and confirms the possibility of 
his tepidity.

We live in constant contact 
with the invisible world

The example of Zechariah awakens us to a re-
ality which often slips our mind: accustomed as 

Zechariah and the Archangel St. Gabriel (detail) - 
Palais Dorotheum, Vienna
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we are to operating according to strictly human 
parameters, we easily forget that God did not 
create a closed universe – a world distinct from 
the invisible world composed of spiritual crea-
tures. The contrary is true. We are constantly sur-
rounded by good and evil Angels, who form one 
society with humans. 

Catholic doctrine teaches us that the Angels 
are very numerous; St. Thomas,5 echoing the 
opinion of many Church Fathers, applies the 
evangelical parable of the one sheep that wan-
ders off as the other ninety-nine remain in the 
field (cf. Mt 18:12; Lk 15:4-7) as the ratio be-
tween men and Angels. Thus, for each man, 
there are ninety-nine Angels, an uncountable 
number for our limited minds.

Now, both the Angels, with their good inspir-
ations, as well as the demons, by means of temp-
tation, exercise their role within the state of trial 
in which we are born, for we are merely pass-
ing through this life, to be tested here and to at-
tain the glory of the beatific vision. Consequent-
ly, we should be careful not to act as though our 
existence played out on a merely natural plane. 
Rather, we must keep our gaze fixed on the hor-
izons of faith, fully convinced that at every mo-
ment we are prey to the influence of the Angels 
or the demons.

Duly prepared, when the supernatural makes 
itself felt in our lives, we will accept it with the 
naturalness with which the Blessed Virgin re-
ceived the visit of St. Gabriel (cf. Lk 1:26- 38). 
She did not fear the angelic apparition; She was 
only afraid that accepting the praises of the Arch-
angel might compromise her humility: “Hail, full 
of grace” (Lk 1:28); and thus the Gospel tells us 
that “She was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
considered in her mind what sort of greeting this 
might be” (Lk 1:29). 

God manifests His goodness
13 But the Angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall name him John.” 

The “do not be afraid” addressed to Zechar-
iah has a very different meaning from that which 
was later said to Our Lady (cf. Lk 1:30). While his 
state of soul was imperfect, as we saw, the An-
gel treated him with marked kindness, aiming 
to transmit to him a grace from God that would 

put him entirely at ease. He then showed him that 
there was no reason for him to fear, for he had 
come to transmit joyful news to him: God had 
heard his prayer!

Undoubtedly, as prescribed by the priest-
ly role, each time that he was chosen for the in-
censing of the altar of incense, or for the offer-
ing of some sacrifice, Zechariah interceded for 
the people through prayer. According to the opin-
ion of some authors,6 when the Angel appeared to 
him, he was praying particularly for the coming 
of the Messiah. However, others, including Mal-
donado,7 believe that he implored God that, be-
sides all else, He have mercy on him and his wife, 
so that Elizabeth could have a son and both would 
be delivered from humiliation.

What was Zechariah’s degree of fervour in 
prayer at the moment when he was heeded? 

We can ponder whether God normally an-
swers prayers when ardour reaches its peak or 
when it diminishes. He sometimes comes to 
our aid as devotion wanes, to keep us from los-
ing all merit and to prove that He does not forget 
us. Nevertheless, we should be extremely faithful 
in our prayer life, keeping our enthusiasm enkin-
dled and praying with constancy.

Detail of “The Annunciation”, by Fra Angelico - 
Diocesan Museum, Cortona (Italy)
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St. Gabriel 
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of the child 
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be born, 
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the prophetic 
traits of the 
Precursor

From this Gospel passage we can infer how 
God is pleased to choose the weak to accomplish 
extraordinary works, so that it is clear who is act-
ing. Providence permitted the parents of St. John 
the Baptist to experience this plight so that, by 
asking with insistence, God would manifest His 
power and impart to the birth of that child a mys-
tical, prophetic, and grandiose character, show-
ing it to be the fruit of divine action and not of 
natural laws. 

Had Elizabeth been the mother of many chil-
dren, perhaps she would not have marked history 
by becoming part of the Gospel.

We, ideally, should likewise place ourselves in 
God’s hands, with an attitude of dependence and 
entire confidence, for the solution to all problems 
– especially those which seem irresolvable – will 

1 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS. Summa Theologiæ, 
III, q.27, a.6.

2 ST. AMBROSE. Expos-
itio Evangelii secund-
um Lucam, L.I, n.18. In: 

Obras, vol. I. Madrid: 
BAC, 1966, p.62-63.

3 Cf. TUYA, OP, Man-
uel de; SALGUERO, 
OP, José. Introducción a 
la Biblia. Madrid: BAC, 

1967, v.II, p.318; RENIÉ, 
SM, Jules-Edouard. 
Manuel d’Écriture 
Sainte. Les Évangiles. 
4.ed. Paris: Emmanuel 
Vitte, 1948, t.IV, p.258.

4 Cf. LAGRANGE, OP, 
Marie-Joseph. Évangile 
selon Saint Luc. (Ed.4). 
Paris: J. Gabalda, 1927, 
p.12-13; RENIÉ, op. cit., 
p.227-228, 258.

come not from our efforts, but from the interven-
tion of Providence

A child great before  
the Lord
14 “And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will 
be great in the sight of the Lord. John will 
drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his 
mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of 
the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17 He will go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn their hearts toward 
their children and the disobedient to the un-
derstanding of the righteous, to prepare a 
people fit for the Lord.”

The simple news of the birth of a son was 
enough to fill the couple with great joy. How-
ever, this son was called to the highest designs. 
The Angel’s words, announcing the very special 
vocation and holiness of the child’s life, were a 
sketch of the prophetic traits of the Precursor, for 
he would lead many Israelites to the Lord. 

Among these lofty characteristics would be 
that of possessing “the spirit and power of Eli-
jah.” Thus, the same level of graces, spirit and 
mentality as the prophet par excellence pos-
sessed, had been given to John the Baptist, en-
dowing him with the strength to march at the 
head of the people. 

“Indeed, both [Elijah and John]” – St. Bede 
comments – “lived a celibate life; both were 
crudely clothed; both spent their lives in solitude; 
both were heralds of the truth; both suffered per-
secution from the king and queen for defending 
justice: the former, from Ahab and Jezebel; the 
latter from Herod and Herodias; Elijah, so as not 
to die in the hands of the impious was taken up 
into Heaven in a chariot of fire; John the Baptist, 
so as not to be vanquished by the ungodly in the 
battle of the spirit, was called to perfect martyr-
dom for the Kingdom of Heaven.”8
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St. John the Baptist in childhood - Church of St. John 
the Baptist, Figueiró dos Vinhos (Portugal)
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It could be 
asked why St. 
John the Baptist 
would convert the 
hearts of the par-
ents to the chil-
dren and not that 
of the children to 
the parents. With 
an eye to creating 
favourable condi-
tions for the ac-
ceptance of the 
Messiah’s arriv-
al, the Precur-
sor would preach 
His coming from 
a very different 
perspective from 
that which until 
then had been 
considered by the 
Chosen People: a 
new teaching, en-
dowed with au-
thority (cf. Mk 
1:27), from with-
in which new gen-
erations would be 
born and, under 
the inf luence of 
the Holy Spir-
it, would be interiorly transformed. The fath-
ers could also receive this influence of grace, as 
long as they would abandon the old erroneous 
concepts and adopt the new ones. For this they 
would have to convert their hearts with regard to 
their children.

III – the “elIAtIc lIne”

The fact that the child would go before the 
Lord “in the spirit and power of Elijah” clearly 
shows the constitution of a lineage linking the 

prophet par excel-
lence to the Pre-
cursor of the Mes-
siah, and uniting 
them by an analo-
gous mission. 

We may well 
affirm that this 
“Eliatic line,” 
which has its ori-
gin in Elijah’s 
manner, in his pa-
tience, his humil-
ity and his zeal 
for God’s cause, 
could be said to ex-
tend to all provi-
dential men who, 
like John the Bap-
tist, fulfil their his-
toric role “with the 
spirit and power 
of Elijah.” They 
carry on through 
time illuminat-
ing the strug-
gles of the Church 
across centuries. 
These prophets are 
chosen and formed 
by the divine will 
to mark the hor-

izons of history, so that the holiness, discernment, 
strength, definition, determination, impetus, im-
pact, and other gifts that adorn their souls are priv-
ileges granted by God, because He wills this, in 
His constant desire to communicate with men.

In our turbulent times, which resemble a long, 
dark night, we should ask for this spirit of Elijah 
to return to shine over the world. And just as St. 
John the Baptist announced the arrival of the Sav-
iour, we will see the triumph of Mary proclaimed, 
and the founding of a new and wonderful histor-
ical era. 

St. John the Baptist and St. Elijah, by Andrea di Bonaiuto - 
Basilica of Santa Maria del Carmine, Florence (Italy)

5 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS, op. cit., I, q.50, 
a.3; Super Matthæum, 
c.XVIII, lect.2; Catena 
Aurea. In Lucam, c.XV, 
v.1-7.

6 Cf. RENIÉ, op. cit., 
p.258-259; LAGRANGE, 
op. cit., p.15, nota 13.

7 Cf. MALDONADO, SJ, 
Juan de. Comentarios a 
los Cuatro Evangelios. 

Evangelios de San Mar-
cos y San Lucas. Ma-
drid: BAC, 1951, v.II, 
p.269-271. 

8 ST. BEDE. Homilías so-
bre los Evangelios, 2, 23, 

apud ODEN, Thomas C.; 
JUST, Arthur A. (Ed.). 
La Biblia comentada por 
los Padres de la Iglesia. 
Evangelio según San Lu-
cas. Madrid: Ciudad Nu-
eva, 2006, v.III, p.50.
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Victor Hugo Morais

mong the topics currently in 
vogue, that of priestly celi-
bacy stands out. Since no ex-
plicit directive in the New 

Testament can be found in this regard, 
controversies erupt, opinions diverge, 
and celibacy has come to divide the 
waters in the ecclesiastical field. In the 
Latin Church, priests are forbidden to 
marry, but could this ever change?

For some, the problem seems easy 
to resolve: if the Divine Master gave 
no order on the matter, in principle 
it would be enough for a Pope to de-
cide to suppress the rule. However, in 
that case, what value would be given 
to the archetypal example that Christ 
Himself – Supreme Priest – offered us 
of perfect chastity? Furthermore, the 
practice maintained in the West for 
centuries cannot be dismissed out of 
hand. On what is it based? When did 
it originate?

Clearly, the matrimony-priesthood 
relationship is not a topic as quickly 
explained as some would like in or-
der to simplify the realization of their 
goals. To shed some light on the dis-

pute, an analysis is needed not only of 
Scripture but also of Tradition. 

Nevertheless, since any construc-
tion – including an intellectual one – 
begins with the foundations, it is first 
necessary to understand the very idea 
of celibacy.

Perfect continence and celibacy

From the early centuries of the 
Church until today, the concept of con-
tinence has been fundamental in clear-
ly designating the obligation of the 
sacred minister. In its Latin etymology, 
it denotes the faculty of containing or 
restraining oneself, of mastering one’s 
carnal inclinations and ruling oneself, 
reaffirming the primacy of the law of 
the spirit over that of the flesh.

This is the word used by the Second 
Vatican Council when dealing with 
celibacy in the Decree Presbyterorum 
ordinis: “perfect and perpetual con-
tinence for the sake of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, commended by Christ the 
Lord.”1 

However, it should be noted that the 
obligation of perfect continence – to 

which priests are bound – is even more 
profound than celibacy itself, since it 
implies the abstention from any act, 
internal or external, against the Sixth 
and Ninth Commandments of the 
Decalogue.2 This means that, while 
the law of celibacy is limited to an ex-
ternal impediment, continence con-
sists in freely assuming a commitment 
to practise the vows also in the internal 
sphere, to be continent not only in the 
eyes of men but above all in the eyes 
of God.3

A retrospective vision of celibacy

One of the most striking aspects of 
the Church’s teaching is its historical 
continuity, a phenomenon which re-
veals an important truth: despite the 
vicissitudes inherent to man’s condi-
tion on this earth after original sin, it 
is the Holy Spirit Himself who guides 
the People of God. Thus, the under-
standing of priestly celibacy adopt-
ed by the Second Vatican Council in 
no way contradicts what has been 
taught by the Magisterium down the 
centuries. 

Those who embrace the way of the priesthood enter into a sublime 
marriage with the Church. As the Bride of Christ, the Church wants 
to be loved by the priest in the complete and exclusive way in 
which she is loved by Jesus.

priestly CeliBaCy 
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The Mystical Body of Christ, in 
its “first steps”, undoubtedly encoun-
tered obstacles in establishing this 
new way of life, since the majority of 
candidates to priestly life in those days 
were married men. What to do?

As an excellent Mother and most 
faithful Spouse, the Church was able 
to gently encourage and firmly guard 
this gift of Christ, Priest and Virgin, as 
we read in a document from the early 
fourth century, issued by the Synod of 
Elvira, in present-day Spain: 

“It has been fully resolved to im-
pose on bishops, priests and deacons, 
as on all clerics in the exercise of the 
ministry, the following prohibition: 
that they should abstain from their 
wives and not bear children; those 
who nevertheless do so should be ex-
pelled from the clerical state.”4

However, this canon – the earli-
est legislation that has come down to 
us on the matter – does not mark the 
beginning of the history of celibacy: 
it more properly represented a rem-
edy against decadence. As we read in 
an encyclical of Pius XI,5 everything 
indicates that celibacy was already a 
well-known traditional obligation at 
that time. The Synod, in fact, did noth-
ing but recall it and add a sanction for 
those who did not fulfil it. 

What, then, is the origin of this 
praxis?

According to a weighty theologic-
al opinion,6 a declaration formulat-
ed by the Second African Council of 
390, and then repeated by the import-
ant Council of Carthage of 419 – at-
tended by two hundred and forty bish-
ops, including St. Augustine – sheds 
some light on the question. It reads: “It 
is fitting that the sacred bishops, the 
priests of God and the Levites, that is, 
all who serve in the divine sacraments, 
should be completely continent, so 
that they may obtain without diffi-
culty what they ask of the Lord; that 
we also may guard what the Apostles 
taught and what the whole of the past 
has preserved.”7 

The statement is bold. If we believe 
the words of the Council – to which 
the Pontifical Legate and the other 
prelates who composed it assented – 
we must admit that the law of celibacy 
has its origin in the preaching of the 
Apostles, that is, in that body of teach-
ings which are part of Divine Revela-
tion, and which cannot be altered even 
by the Sovereign Pontiff.8 

The priest and his mission

Once the possible historical ori-
gins of ecclesiastical celibacy are 
known, let us now move on to consid-
er its theological reasons. Why does 

the minister of the altar need to be 
continent?

The fact is that the priestly mission 
itself urges him to be so. As the words 
of the Second Vatican Council, men-
tioned earlier, attest, the priest em-
braces this state – burdensome from 
a human point of view – “for the sake 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Indeed, married men have many 
concerns. But the priest is asked to 
have but one, which does not admit 
division: to love the Kingdom of 
God, that is, to let himself be con-
sumed by the apostolic zeal that in-
flames the servants of Jesus, to save 
souls and to unite Heaven to earth as 
mediator between the Creator and 
humanity. 

The priest, like Christ, lives to 
present to the Father the requests for 
forgiveness and the supplications of 
the people. And nothing could be 
more in keeping with divine wisdom 
than to choose as intercessor, among 
human beings, someone who suffers 
from the same needs of nature, weak-
ened by original sin, and who, precise-
ly because of this, perfectly under-
stands the weakness of others, since he 
himself feels weak. 

If we believe the 
words of the Council 
of Carthage, we 
must admit that 
the law of celibacy 
has its origin in 
the preaching of 
the Apostles

St. Augustine in the Council of Carthage - Monastery of St. Augustine, Quito;  
previous page, Mass in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil)
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and earth, needs an 
undivided love for 
God’s Kingdom; 
the holiness of the 
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The sanctity of humanity depends 
on the sanctity of the priest

However, the verse of the poet 
Camões is also true: “A weak king 
makes a strong people weak.”9 In order 
to sanctify the people and to be pleas-
ing to God in his prayers and sacrifi-
ces, the priest must not be the cause of 
comments which detract from the im-
age of the Person of Christ, in which 
he acts, by allowing himself to be at-
tached to bad habits which scandalize 
the little ones (cf. Mk 9:42). 

The priest must set himself as a 
model for the faithful by “integrity, 
gravity, and sound speech that cannot 
be censured, so that an opponent may 
be put to shame, having nothing evil to 
say of us” (Ti 2:7-8). After all, he rep-
resents Our Lord before men: “we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us” (2 Cor 5:20). In 
this way, the fervent cleric shuns medi-

ocrity and seeks to be respected by 
those around him, thus enabling his ac-
tivity to have greater influence among 
the faithful. 

One indispensable condition for all 
that is meant by this “for the sake of 
the Kingdom of Heaven” is to live in 
perfect and unassailable continence, 

like Christ who “remained throughout 
His whole life in the state of celibacy.”10 
The integrity of priests must there-
fore be a weapon against evil tongues, 
since the holiness of all humanity de-
pends on their holiness. 

 “For your own benefit”

In fact, few men are called by God 
to configure themselves with His Son 
in the priesthood. This chosen group 
cannot lead a melancholy or self-cen-
tred existence, but must look at the 
magnitude of their mission and the 
dignity that derives from it. Only in 
this way will they be sufficiently aware 
that their soul must be purer than the 
rays of the sun, so that the Holy Spir-
it may never abandon them, as St. John 
Chrysostom affirms.11 

And it is with immense friendship 
that the Paraclete says to them through 
the mouth of the Apostle: “I want you 

1 SECOND VATICAN COUN-
CIL. Presbyterorum ordinis, 
n.16: AAS 58 (1966), 1015.

2 Cf. HORTAL, SJ, Jesús. Co-
mentário ao cânon 277. In: 
CÓDIGO DE DIREITO 
CANÔNICO. 12ª edição re-
vista e ampliada com a Legis-
lação Complementar da 
CNBB. 20.ed. São Paulo: Loy-
ola, 2011, p.151.

3 Having clarified the concepts, 
from now on we will use celi-
bacy as a synonym for con-
tinence, since the two are in-
separable in the life of a priest.

4 SYNOD OF ELVIRA, 
can. 33: DH 118-119. 

5 “The law of ecclesiastical celi-
bacy, whose first written 
traces pre-suppose a still ear-
lier unwritten practice, dates 

back to a canon of the Coun-
cil of Elvira, at the beginning 
of the fourth century, when 
persecution still raged. This 
law only makes obligatory 
what might in any case almost 
be termed a moral exigency 
that springs from the Gospel 
and the Apostolic preaching” 
(PIUS XI. Ad catholici sacer-
dotii: AAS 28 [1936], 25).

6 For more in-depth study, we 
recommend the well-rea-
soned work: STICKLER, Al-
fons Maria. Il celibato ecclesi-
astico. La sua storia e i suoi 
fondamenti teologici. Napoli: 
Chirico, 2010, p.36-42.

7 COUNCIL OF CARTHAGE. 
De continentia, 3: CCSL 259, 
117-118.

From left to right: Visit to a geriatric hospital in São Paulo; First Communion at St. Agnes Chapel,  
Caieiras (Brazil); and Baptism in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil)
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To the priest Jesus 
Christ confides His 
holy Spouse,  
the Church, just as 
He confided His 
Immaculate Mother 
to the Virgin Apostle
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to be free from anxieties. The un-
married man is anxious about the af-
fairs of the Lord, how to please the 
Lord; but the married man is anxious 
about worldly affairs, how to please 
his wife […] I say this for your own 
benefit, not to lay any restraint upon 
you, but to promote good order and to 
secure your undivided devotion to the 
Lord” (1 Cor 7:32-33, 35). 

But is not this commitment an un-
bearable burden? The priest is config-
ured with Christ, but does not cease 
to be man, with his legitimate tenden-
cies… This will certainly be the opin-
ion of some who do not understand 
how God can give a counsel and the 
Church impose a rule at variance with 
the natural inclinations of the human 
being. They no doubt fail to consider 
that He who imposes the burden up-
holds with His hand, sending graces to 
the chosen one. Or, perhaps, they have 
grown accustomed to rely exclusively 
on the mere powers of nature. 

Far from seeking a chimerical com-
promise by which he can satisfy the 
demands of the flesh and the yearn-
ings of the spirit, the sacred minis-
ter should seek support in the very 
ideal to which he dedicates his life, 
as Paul VI expressed it: “He who has 
chosen to belong completely to Christ 
will find, above all, in intimacy with 
Him and in His grace, the power of 
spirit necessary to banish sadness and 
regret and to triumph over discourage-
ment. He will not be lacking the pro-
tection of the Virgin Mother of Jesus 
nor the motherly solicitude of the 

Church has led and continues to lead 
to this glorious end when it dictates 
norms and rules prescribing the prac-
tice of continence to priests.

Eloquent in this regard is the Apos-
tolic Exhortation Pastores dabo vobis 
of John Paul II, which emphasizes the 
specific ontological bond that links the 
priest to Christ: “The priest finds the 
full truth of his identity in being a der-
ivation, a specific participation in and 
continuation of Christ himself, the 
one high priest of the new and eter-
nal covenant. The priest is a living and 
transparent image of Christ the priest. 
[…] Reference to Christ is thus the ab-
solutely necessary key for understand-
ing the reality of priesthood.”13

The ecclesiastical law of celibacy 
finds its ultimate foundation in sacred 
ordination, which configures the priest 
to Our Lord, Head of the Church. The 
Church, “as the spouse of Jesus Christ, 
wishes to be loved by the priest in the 
total and exclusive manner in which 
Jesus Christ her head and Spouse loves 
her.” 14

For this reason, the Lord Jesus en-
trusts His most holy Spouse to chaste 
men, just as He entrusted His Im-
maculate Mother to the Virgin Apos-
tle. Of priests He desires unblemished 
conjugal fidelity, in which there are 
no divisions in the practice of char-
ity: “I have found the one whom my 
heart loves. I have held him and will 
not let him go” (Sg 3:4). This is what 
the Church says to those who embrace 
the way of the priesthood and contract 
with her a sublime marriage. 

Our Lady and St. John the Evangelist 
at the foot of the Cross, detail of 

the “Crucifixion”, by Fra Angelico - 
San Marco Monastery, Florence (Italy)

8 As for the discipline in the 
Eastern Churches, in which 
deacons and priests may con-
tinue to partake in mar-
riage after ordination, provid-
ed they meet certain require-
ments, Stickler explains that it 
was established at the Second 
Trullan Council, which was 
not ecumenical. According 
to the author, at this Council 

modifications were made to 
the authentic text of the afore-
mentioned Canons of Car-
thage, by which it was pos-
sible to introduce the divergent 
praxis. Again, in his words, al-
though Rome never gave ap-
proval to such determinations, 
she nobly respected the change 
in the ancient rule of contin-

ence (cf. STICKLER, op. cit., 
p.97; 110).

9 CAMÕES, Luís Vaz de. Os 
Lusíadas. Canto III, 138. In: 
Obras Completas. Porto: Im-
prensa Portuguesa, 1874, t.III, 
p.129.

10 ST. PAUL VI. Sacerdotalis 
cælibatus, n.21: AAS 59 
(1967), 665.

11 Cf. ST. JOHN CHRYSOS-
TOM. Sur le sacerdoce, VI, 2: 
SC 272, 307.

12 ST. PAUL VI, op. cit., n.59, 
680-681.

13 ST. JOHN PAUL II. Pastores 
dabo vobis, n.12: AAS 84 
(1992), 676-677.

14 Idem, n.29, 704.

Church, to whom he has given himself 
in service.”12 

A sublime matrimony

The priest is superlatively happy 
when at the end of his earthly exist-
ence he can say: “it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me” 
(Gal 2:20). The Magisterium of the 
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“Domine, ut videam”?
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ut Saul, still breath-
ing threats and murder 
against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the 

high priest and asked him for let-
ters to the synagogues at Damas-
cus, so that if he found any belong-
ing to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jeru-
salem” (Acts 9:1-2).

According to St. Luke’s account, 
Saul sets out on a journey from the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, where he 
had witnessed the death of St. Ste-
phen some time before. The perse-
cutor hastens to reach his destin-
ation, to accomplish his aims – in 
short, to quench the thirst for de-
struction that sears him and invades 
his soul, as air fills the lungs. Nei-
ther the burning sun, which causes 
extremely high temperatures dur-
ing the day, nor the cold nights, nor 
the treacherous dangers along the 
way can convince him to abandon 
his goal. 

Little does he know that, on the 
road to Damascus, Someone is 
waiting for him…

A blinding light stops 
him in his tracks

As he nears his destination, the 
darkness of his heart is dispelled 
by an extraordinary light from 

Heaven which throws him face down 
to the ground. This radiance brings 
the executioner face to face with the 
Crucified One, with no room for re-
sistance. 

For the first time in history, it is the 
Victim who delivers the coup de grâce: 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
Me?” The voice identifies itself: “I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” He 
feels great confusion within himself. 
While his mind is silenced, his heart 
opens and behold, Saul, overcome by 
the voice of grace, “trembling and as-
tonished,” gathers strength to ask: 
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” 
“Arise,” Jesus says to him, “and go 
into the city, and there it shall be told 
thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:4-7). 

Our Lord does not clearly indicate 
the purpose to which He calls him, but 
only assures Saul that he will hear the 
answer to his question from another. 
Already bewildered, not understand-
ing where all of this is leading, he gets 
up, opens his eyes but sees nothing. He 
is blind because of “the brightness of 
that light” (Acts 22:11)! 

The light withdraws,  
but the blindness remains…

For Saul, all the beauties created by 
God are now darkness. For how long? 
He does not know. Will it be days? 
Months? Years? But while from a hu-

When St. Paul was struck by the light from Heaven and was converted, 
he did not ask for his sight to be restored. Rather, he blindly obeyed the 
divine designs, answering, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”

perfeCt oBedienCe

Conversion of St. Paul  
St. Patrick’s Church, New Orleans

“What wilt Thou have me to do?” This is 
the sign of the perfect conversion of a soul
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man standpoint everything is uncer-
tain for him, grace engraves a pro-
found resolution in his soul.

His carnal eyes are blind, but his 
soul is so enlightened that he throws 
himself without hesitation into what-
ever the voice of obedience asks of 
him, even without understanding. 
And abandoning himself entirely into 
the hands of Our Lord, he is led to 
Damascus to receive instructions.

But how can this be? What has 
happened to the persecutor, who a 
few minutes ago was only “breath-
ing threats and murder” against the 
Church? 

No man can see the face of God 
and still live, as Scripture asserts (cf. 
Ex 33:20). Saul did not escape the rule: 
he died to himself, sacrificing his own 
desires and criteria, so implacable and 
ingrained, thenceforth to do not his 
own will but the Lord’s.

In this regard, St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux observes1 that Paul’s reply to Our 
Lord – “what wilt Thou have me to 
do?” – is the sign of the perfect conver-
sion of a soul which, renouncing the 
world, is determined to follow Christ.

Perfectly blind obedience

Following St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
Fr. Alfonso Rodrigues, a great auth-
or on the spiritual life, affirms that 
“imperfect obedience has eyes, but 
this vision is detrimental; perfect 
obedience is blind, but in this blind-
ness consists wisdom. One  passes 
judgement on what is commanded, 
the other does not.”2 The first obeys 
in outward appearances, while the 
heart resists, and therefore it does not 
deserve the name of obedience. The 
second submits one’s own judgement 
and will to the Most High, taking as 
good all that He commands. Perfect 
obedience does not seek reasons to 
obey orders, but accepts them only 
for this reason: what God wants is 
best for me.

And how does the Lord make His 
will known to us? “Arise, and go into 

the city, and there it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.” To Paul – and 
also to us – Providence often does 
not speak through a direct locution, 
but prefers to use instruments: it 
could be a homily, a reading, an 
inspiration before the Blessed 
Sacrament, advice from a confes-
sor, a spiritual director, a father, a 
brother or a good friend. 

As God uses these external ele-
ments, He simultaneously touch-
es the soul in a direct way, making 
it clear that the message is indeed 
His will. To favour such motions, 
it is all the more necessary to be 
attentive and flexible like the blind 
man of Damascus: “Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do?”

St. Bernard points out that 
“there are few who conform them-
selves to this form of perfect obedi-
ence”3 and who purify their free 
will to the point of never seeking, 
never intending, never desiring 
anything to be done other than the 
will of Providence.

 “Domine, ut videam”?

How many are there who, in-
stead of taking the Apostle’s atti-
tude, imitate another blind man 
mentioned in Scripture, of whom 
Our Lord asks, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” (Mk 10:51a).

So lacking in vision was he that 
he was not taken aback when Christ 
asked him what he wanted done. The 
right thing to do would have been to 
exclaim: “No, Lord! Rather, say what 
You want me to do, for so it should 
be, so reason requires; not that You 
inquire of me and do my will, but I 
Yours.”4 

“Domine, ut videam!” (Mk 10:51b), 
replied the poor blind man. “Lord, that 
I may see!” He asks to see and not to 
obey. Countless times Our Lord finds 
souls who are at odds with His divine 
will, who continually ask Him for fa-
vours, never disposed to hear what He 
truly desires. How much they would 

1 Cf. ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX. En 
la conversión de San Pablo, n.6. In: Obras 
Completas. Madrid: BAC, 1953, v.I, p.625.

2 RODRIGUES, SJ, Alfonso. Exercícios de 
perfeição e virtudes cristãs. São Paulo: 
Cultor de Livros, 2017, t.III, p.283.

3 ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX, 
op. cit., n.6, p.625.

4 Idem, ibidem.

Jesus cures the man blind from birth  
Church of the Good Shepherd,  

Jericho, (Israel)

“Lord, that I may see!” Imperfect 
obedience has eyes, but to its detriment

profit by imitating the Apostle Paul! 
Indeed, those who are “blinded” by 
obedience are the souls who truly ac-
quire sight, for to place oneself uncon-
ditionally in God’s hands is the act of 
supreme lucidity. 



Javier Antonio Vásquez

The Nobility of Jesus, Ideal 
of Christian Perfection
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Lord Himself would act, even to the 
smallest detail.

However unwelcome this truth 
may be to many, in the turbulent sea 
of strange ideologies that vigorously 
shake the invincible ship of the Church, 
Our Lord is and will continue to be, in 
everything, the model for priests who 
truly wish to fulfil their vocation.

Jesus in His nobility and  
Kingship

On this path of Jesus’ discipleship 
there are two states, at first sight ir-
reconcilable, which the Divine Re-
deemer harmonized wonderfully in 
His earthly life: nobility and poverty.

Centuries will elapse before the 
example of the Creator’s unassum-
ing embrace of poverty will ever be 
worthily praised. This will always be 
a fundamental virtue, particularly for 
those who enter the priestly or reli-
gious path.

And yet, as Leo XIII states, “Jesus 
Christ, though He wished to spend His 
private life in the obscurity of a hum-
ble dwelling-place and to be regarded 
as the son of a tradesman, though in 
His public life He was pleased to 
live in the midst of the people, doing 
them good in every way, nevertheless 

He wished to be born of royal stock, 
choosing Mary as His mother and Jo-
seph as His foster father, both chosen 
offspring of the line of David.”3 This 
statement was reiterated in similar 
terms by Pius XII.4  

Psalm 109 says: “Yours is princely 
power from the day of your birth. In 
holy splendour before the daystar, like 
dew I begot you” (Ps 109:3). Our Lord 
was noble from the first moment of 
His life, owing among other reasons to 
His ancestry. This is perhaps a point of 
lesser importance, but not a negligible 
one. The very fact that Eternal and In-
carnate Wisdom saw fit to assume this 
attribute led Pius IX to conclude that 
nobility is a divine gift.5 

The royal lineage from 
which Christ was born

When we contemplate the mir-
aculous image of the Holy Shroud of 
Turin, we are struck by the majestic 
grandeur of the Man portrayed there. 
Before Him we can join our voice to 
those of the centurion and his sol-
diers upon witnessing the events that 
followed the Resurrection, but mak-
ing a small addition: “Truly, this was 
the Son of God and the Virgin Mary!” 
(cf. Mt 27:54).

On the path of Jesus’ discipleship, we find two apparently 
irreconcilable states: nobility and poverty. Both, however, 
are divinely harmonized in the Redeemer.

nyone who wishes to give 
love must also receive 
love as a gift,”1 says Ben-
edict XVI. From a sacra-

mental perspective, the priest fulfils 
this supreme precept of loving: every 
day, after pronouncing the words of 
the transubstantiation at Holy Mass, he 
holds in his hands the glorious Body of 
Jesus in the Host, and can then offer it 
to others as an authentic gift.

Thanks to the priesthood, the pres-
ence of God’s love endures among 
men, not as an abstract idea or vague 
sentiment, but in a real and living way 
in the Eucharist, which St. Thomas 
Aquinas calls the “Sacramentum cari-
tatis”,2 the Sacrament of charity. 

Accordingly, the Holy Sacrifice of 
the altar should take place within a 
beautiful liturgical ceremony, which 
more perfectly manifests the divine 
love of the Saviour who gives Himself 
to us through the hands of the priest. 

There is no better catechesis than 
the Mass, when celebrated with due 
piety and dignity. Hearts open be-
fore the cleric who, acting in per-
sona Christi, carries out his min-
istry with the intention of ascer-
taining through his faith and imitat-
ing with his devotion, the way Our 
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Indeed, in one of his epistles St. Paul 
mentions the good news that the Most 
High promised through the prophets, 
“concerning His Son, who was des-
cended from David according to the 
flesh” (Rom 1:2-3). And it was through 
Our Lady that this last element of the 
promise was fulfilled. Mary gave the 
flesh of a King to the Son of God, for 
through Her the Messiah received the 
blood of the Davidic lineage.

Something analogous may be af-
firmed about St. Joseph – prince of 
the house of David, and, according 
to some authors, the direct heir of the 
king-prophet6 – whom St. Bernardine 
of Siena7 holds to have been of such 
nobility that, in a certain sense, he pro-
vided temporal kingship to the Creator 
in the Person of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Nobility is not at odds 
with holiness

Pope Benedict XV8 also recalls that 
in the manger the loftiest majesty was 
allied with the most sublime virtue. 
The Divine Word, in becoming hu-
man within Our Lady, was not satis-
fied in possessing the highest nobil-
ity in the eyes of men, but He “clothed 
Himself in the holy flesh of the Holy 
Virgin,”9 according to the felicitous 
expression of St. Hippolytus. 

It was certainly befitting to God 
thrice Holy (cf. Is 6:3) to take on the 
most refined human nature, free from 
the effects of original sin. The Bless-
ed Virgin, uniting in herself an illus-
trious earthly lineage with the most 
exalted virtue, provided the Eternal 
Word with the worthiest body.

Therefore, since the Second Per-
son of the Blessed Trinity was born of 
a family that was regal from an earth-
ly and especially from a supernatur-
al standpoint – having grown up in a 
modest home, it is true, but one that 
sheltered the archetypes of the human 
race, Jesus, Mary and Joseph – no-
bility cannot be considered a state on 
the periphery of holiness. On the con-
trary, it is like a fine perfume emanat-

ing from the virtuous soul, in which 
the dignity of divine life and grace 
shines forth. 

Jesus’ noble deeds

Gratuitous and utterly surprising, 
divine love never degrades man, but 
rather elevates and transforms him. 
Indeed, God’s charity is both noble 
and ennobling. 

This truth shines in a special way 
in the Saviour’s public life, during 
which He showed His untiring con-
cern for those most in need, not only of 
material favours, but also of grace, of 
faith and of His love. For this reason, 
Jesus became the archetype of nobil-
ity, while at the same time, devoid of 
earthly riches, He also exalted the ex-
cellency of the spirit and the suprem-
acy of virtue over worldly goods – a 
paradigm of the practice of the virtue 
of poverty. In the Divine Redeemer, 
we find the detachment of the servant 
united with the dignity of the King. 

Mutatis mutandis, in the celebra-
tion of the Holy Sacrifice of the altar, 
the spirit of poverty and nobility are 
not mutually exclusive, but are inter-
mingled in celebrating the Sacra-

ment of the Eucharist with the utmost 
dignity, humility and elevation. 

The true meaning of sanctity: 
to model ourselves after Jesus, 

In the vocational itinerary of a 
priest, these words of the Divine Mas-
ter certainly challenge him: “If you 
would be perfect, go, sell what you pos-
sess and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in Heaven; and come, fol-
low Me” (Mt 19:21). 

Without a doubt, the poor have an 
important place in the Church. How-
ever, on the path of sanctity, the es-
sential thing is to follow Jesus. If we 
take on models other than Him, the 
resulting work will always be sterile, 
if not tragic. 

Judas distanced himself from Christ 
in a pretended service to the poor (cf. 
Jn 12:4-5). Hiding his ambition behind 
it, he became involved in corruption 
and fraudulent dealings, until he final-
ly betrayed the Master, selling Him for 
a vile price (cf. Mk 14:10-11). 

Among the various causes of the 
crisis of faith that assails contem-
porary humanity, does not the very 
strong temptation to relegate Jesus 

Jesus with the children - Church of St. Laud, Angers (France);  
previous page, Christ gives His blessing - Sainte-Chapelle, Paris

The charity that Our Lord demonstrated in His public life was both noble 
and ennobling; it elevated and transformed those whom He helped
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to a secondary plane also appear 
within the Church herself? 

“For you always have the poor 
with you” (Mt 26:11), Our Lord said 
when the disciples were indignant 
with St. Mary Magdalene for using 
a very costly perfume to anoint Him. 
She loved Jesus, followed Him and 
became conformed to His spir-
it, choosing the better part (cf. Lk 
10:42). What was the result? For 
two thousand years she has attracted 
the prayers of countless faithful who 
ask for her heavenly intercession, 
among whom there is no lack of 
poor people. Since Mary followed 
Jesus, the poor followed Mary.

Our Lord loved us nobly

If we observe that the universe 
is governed by sapiential laws, how 
could its Craftsman not be cere-
monious, orderly and hierarchic-
al? Birds sing sweet and joyful mel-
odies; the whole of nature express-
es art, harmony and colour, wheth-
er in the sky, the sea or the woodlands. 
When God took on flesh, would He 
not manifest in His voice, in His ges-
tures, in His bearing and in His words 
that the origin of the beauty that em-
bellishes creation is in Him? The stars 
twinkle gracefully, the aurora borealis 
colours the frigid air of snowy climes. 
Would not the eyes of the Saviour have 
been luminous with elevation, distinc-
tion and divine beauty? 

Christ exercised His ministry with 
nobility. In each healing and each 

miracle; in the house of the illustri-
ous family of Lazarus or in the po-
lemical discussions with the Phari-
sees; preaching the Sermon on the 
Mount or seated in intimate noctur-
nal conversation with Nicodemus; 
decorously arranging the precious 
sheet that had covered His Body in 
the tomb, after the Resurrection; on 
every occasion, Jesus acted with holy 
elevation. 

How beautiful it is to see in the 
minister of the altar a reflection of 

1 BENEDICT XVI. Deus 
caritas est, n.7. 

2 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 
Summa Theologiæ. III, q.73, 
a.3, ad 3.

3 LEO XIII. Allocution to the 
Roman patriciate and nobil-
ity, 24/1/1903. In: Acta. Romæ: 
Typographia Vaticana, 1903, 
v.XXII, p.368.

4 Cf. PIUS XII. Allocution to 
the Roman patriciate and no-

bility, 5/1/1941. In: Discorsi 
e radiomessaggi di Sua San-
tità Pio XII. Città del Vaticano: 
Tipografia Poliglotta Vaticana, 
1960, v.II, p.363.

5 Cf. PIUS IX. Allocution to the 
Roman patriciate and nobil-
ity, 29/12/1872. In: Discorsi 
del Sommo Pontefice Pio IX. 
Roma: G. Aurelj, 1872, v.II, 
p.148. 

6 Cf. ST. PETER JULIAN EY-
MARD. Mois de Saint Joseph, 

le premier et le plus parfait 
des adorateurs. Extrait des 
écrits. 7.ed. Paris: Desclée de 
Brouwer, [s.d.], p.59-62.

7 Cf. ST. BERNARDINE OF 
SIENA. Sermo II. In vigilia 
nativitatis Domini. In: Obras 
Completas. Firenze: Quarac-
chi, 1959, v.VII, p.19.

8 Cf. BENEDICT XV. Allo-
cution to the Roman patrici-
ate and nobility, 5/1/1917. In: 

L’Osservatore Romano (Jan, 
6, 1917).

9 ST. HIPPOLYTUS. El antic-
risto, c.4, n.1. Madrid: Ciudad 
Nueva, 2012, p.54. 

10 Cf. CORRÊA DE OLI-
VEIRA, Plinio. Nobility and 
Analogous Traditional Elites 
in the Allocutions of Pius XII. 
A Theme Illuminating Amer-
ican Social History. York 
(PA): Hamilton Press, 1993, 
p.192.

the Master’s excellence, especial-
ly in the performance of his priest-
ly functions! It is not superficial 
finery or the rules of etiquette that 
reveal nobility, for it should spring 
from within. When the soul is en-
nobled, the outward demeanour 
comes as a mere consequence.

Divine Model for all of society

Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira10 
affirmed that the ideal human type 
for every social class is not a theor-
etical model, but a historical re-
ality: it is the Person of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

We can all attain high mor-
al qualities that serve to perfect us. 
Above all, we must desire holiness, 
the unsurpassable nobility of soul 
that is fully developed in misfor-
tune. Indeed, few things bring the 
moral profile of a truly noble per-
son to the fore as does suffering 
lived with heroism. In such situa-
tions, spiritual qualities are refined 

that no riches can buy, nor any misfor-
tune corrupt. 

Although these qualities are an in-
dispensable part of the vocation of all 
men, they oblige the sacred minister in 
a special way. Like the Redeemer who 
embraced the cross and consummated 
His holocaust with divine grandeur to 
save mankind, the priest is called to be 
a faithful image of this love to society, 
which seeks in him the goodness, hu-
mility and elevation of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Detail of the “Stefaneschi Triptych”, by Giotto  
di Bondone - Vatican Picture Gallery
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If the universe is governed by wise laws, 
how could its Craftsman not be orderly and 
hierarchical, the perfect model of nobility?



Sr. Fernanda Cordeiro, EP

Lessons in Confidence  
and Wisdom

L
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ike a modest lamp burn-
ing day and night before the 
Blessed Sacrament, wheth-
er in a humble countryside 

chapel or in a magnificent cathedral, 
the heart of St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus, simple but brimming with fer-
vour, burned at every moment with 
holy longings before the Divine Guest 
of her heart.

One of these desires was to be a 
missionary and to preach the Gos-
pel throughout the world, even to the 
farthest islands. And her charity was 
so ardent that it seemed to impel her, 
if possible, to propagate the name of 
Christ from the creation of the world 
until the end of the ages!

Now, since the vocation of this 
fiery soul was to live in the seclusion 
of Carmel, where her heroism would 
shine only in the eyes of the Angels 
and the Blessed in Heaven, the Good 
God, who “cannot inspire unrealiz-
able desires,”1 reserved for her a palp-
able and meaningful participation in 
this enterprise. 

Two “brothers” sent  
by God

One day, while working in the laun-
dry, the Carmelite Saint was called 
aside by Mother Agnes of Jesus, who 
read her a letter that had just arrived. 
It was from a young seminarian who, 
“inspired, he said, by St. Teresa, […] 

was asking for a Sister who would de-
vote herself especially to the salvation 
of his soul, and aid him through her 
prayers and sacrifices when he was a 
missionary so that he could save many 
souls.”2 In return, he promised to al-
ways remember her in the celebration 
of the Holy Sacrifice, as soon as he 
was ordained. 

After this reading, what joy! Moth-
er Agnes revealed to Sr. Therese that 
she was the one chosen to help the fu-
ture missionary! Although feeling 
unworthy of this task, she accepted 
it promptly, expressing her satisfac-
tion: “Mother, it would be impossible 
for me to express my happiness. My 
desire, answered in this unexpect-
ed way gave birth to a joy which I 
can describe only as that of a child. 
[…]. Not for years had I experienced 
this kind of happiness. I felt my soul 
was renewed; it was as if someone 
had struck for the first time musical 
strings left forgotten until then.”3 

From then on, St. Therese con-
tributed to the fidelity of Maurice 
Bellière, then a seminarian and as-
piring missionary, who, on the eve of 
her death, embarked for Algeria. 

Then, a few months later, Mother 
Marie of Gonzaga made her a second 
proposal: to also take charge of the 
spiritual and apostolic interests of 
another seminarian and future mis-
sionary, named Adolphe Roulland. 

Consumed with zeal for the salvation of souls, 
St. Therese left us valuable teachings in her letters, 
happily preserved for posterity.

letters of st. therese of the Child Jesus to her spiritual “Brothers”

St. Therese of the Child Jesus,  
in July of 1896

Overjoyed, St. Therese gained a new 
“brother”!

A union sealed years before

The union between Therese and 
Roulland, however, already had a 
very beautiful antecedent. 

God sent her two “brothers” 
in answer to her desire to be a 

missionary



26      Heralds of the Gospel · June 2022

On September 8, 1890, The-
rese had definitively left this world 
and by her religious profession had 
become the spouse of the King of 
Heaven. On that day, with all con-
fidence, she particularly asked her 
Divine Spouse for an apostolic soul, 
because, not being able to become 
a priest, she wanted a priest, who 
shared her thirst for souls, to receive 
special graces in her place.

Years later, the then Fr. Roulland 
told the Carmelite Saint that precise-
ly on the date of her profession he 
had had doubts about his vocation 
and entry into the major seminary. 
While he was praying in the Chapel 
of Our Lady of Deliverance, he sud-
denly and definitively set himself on 
the path to the priesthood. 

In this way, a corner of the mys-
terious veil that hides the secrets of 
eternity was then lifted: Therese 
found the one for whom she had ar-
dently prayed and could, united to 
him in a concrete way, set out to con-
quer souls. As she herself would later 
affirm, in this union Fr. Roulland 
played the biblical role of Joshua, 
who led the fight on the battlefield, 
while she rejoiced in being his little 
Moses, whose arms 
and heart, sustained 
by Christ, were con-
tinually turned to-
wards Heaven in 
order to obtain vic-
tory.4 

In fact, as soon 
as she received the 
news that Fr. Roul-
land, newly ordained, 
was destined to evan-
gelize the province of 
Su-Tchuen in China, 
the Carmelite affixed 
a map of the Chinese 
territory to the wall 
of the room where she 
worked, so that she 
would never forget her 
part in this work.

In her letters…
Therese’s friendship with these 

two priests, which was entirely super-
natural, took deep root in her soul and 
was nourished by the frequent mis-
sives they exchanged. These have 
fortunately been preserved for pos-
terity, and constitute treasures of holy 
teachings.

When writing to Fr. Roulland, the 
Carmelite sought to encourage him to 
endure the sufferings associated with 
his apostolic work, which ranged 
from physical ailments to persecu-
tions, always pointing out to him, 
with the wisdom proper to the hum-
ble, the high designs of God hidden 
behind such circumstances. Some-
times she would not hesitate to tell 
her brother missionary about some 
fact of her life or of the community 
in the Carmel of Lisieux, and she also 
made some unusual requests, such as 
that he send her a lock of his hair, to 
be kept as a relic when he received the 
palm of martyrdom…

But perhaps even more touching 
are the letters to Fr. Bellière. Since he 
was very weak and frail, he did not 
hesitate to entrust himself entirely to 
the direction of Sr. Therese and take 

her as a spiritual guide. She, in her 
turn, noticing this disposition of soul 
and with deep insight into the inter-
ior of her “little brother” while he was 
still a seminarian, helped him to fol-
low the dictates of her little way.

…a treasury of good counsels! 

On one occasion, this future 
priest, already aware that his spiritual 
sister had contracted a serious illness 
and was soon to leave for Heaven, ex-
posed to her a difficulty that was af-
flicting him: without the contact he 
had with her, he would find himself 
deprived of the support he needed to 
persevere on the rough road of the 
cross… St. Therese replied: “When 
I shall be in port, I shall teach you, 
dear little Brother of my soul, how 
you must sail the stormy sea of the 
world with the abandonment and the 
love of a child who knows his Fath-
er loves him and would be unable to 
leave him in the hour of danger.”5 

Transcending the limits of time, 
these words of St. Therese also teach 
us how necessary it is to have a fil-
ial and almost childlike confidence in 
our Divine Redeemer. From this trust 
springs that serenity which our soul 

so greatly needs 
in order to weath-
er life’s hardships; 
if we have this, 
even lacking human 
help, we have noth-
ing to fear.

On another occa-
sion, the seminarian 
Bellière confided to 
the nun that he had 
wasted “the beauti-
ful years” of his 
youth, “those which 
Jesus loves more,”6 
devoting to the world 
and to its follies the 
talents that God had 
lent him. Only at the 

age of eighteen had 
he received the grace At left, Fr. Adolphe Roulland; at right, Fr. Maurice Bellière

Therese’s entirely supernatural friendship with these  
two priests took deep root in her soul
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of conversion. Because of these past 
faults, the future priest had a certain 
difficulty in believing in the merci-
ful love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
which makes Him forgive and forget 
our sins. 

This sentiment emerges in sever-
al of his letters. In one of them, af-
ter making an act of faith that from 
her heavenly glory St. Therese would 
be at his side, he added the following 
reservation: “Unless Jesus, irritated 
by my complaints, does not will it.”7 
Moreover, in later correspondence, 
he expressed the fear that in Heaven 
Our Lord would tell Therese of all his 
miseries and the griefs he had caused 
Him, thus diminishing the Blessed’s 
affection for him.8 

Lack of trust in God’s mercy tor-
mented the young seminarian’s spirit-
ual life, and this disastrous defect can 
easily affect our souls as well. How 
often do souls linger in lamentations 
for sins committed in their past life, 
or even for present faults, giving in 
to despair or discouragement… If we 
are assailed by such temptations, per-
haps the same words that heartened 
Father Bellière can console us: 

“I picture a father who has two 
children, mischievous and disobedi-
ent, and when he comes to punish 
them, he sees one of them who trem-
bles and gets away from him in terror, 
having, however, in the bottom of his 
heart, the feeling that he deserves to 
be punished; and his brother, on the 
contrary, throws himself into his fath-
er’s arms, saying that he is sorry for 
having caused him any trouble, that 
he loves him, and to prove it he will 

be good from now on. and if this child 
asks his father to punish him with a 
kiss, I do not believe that the heart of 
the happy father could resist the fil-
ial confidence of his child, whose sin-
cerity and love he knows. Indeed he 
realizes that more than once his son 
will fall into the same faults; but he is 
prepared to pardon him always, if his 
son always takes him by his heart…”9

In the same way the Good Jesus 
treats the miserable but sincerely con-
trite soul, who confidently casts him-
self into His paternal arms. “He will 
not always chide, nor will He keep 
His anger for ever. He does not deal 
with us according to our sins, nor re-
quite us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so great is His steadfast love to-
ward those who fear Him; as far as 

1 ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX. 
Story of a Soul. Translat-
ed from the Original Manu-
scripts. 3.ed. Washington DC: 
ICS, 1996, p 207.

2 Idem, p. 251.
3 Idem, ibidem.

4 Cf. ST. THERESE OF LI-
SIEUX. Letter to Fr. Adolphe 
Roulland, Nov. 1, 1896. 
In: Letters of St. Therese of 
Lisieux, vol. II. Washington, 
DC: ICS, 1988, p.1018.

5 ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX. 
Letter to Fr. Maurice Bellière, 
July 18, 1897. In: Idem, p.1152.

6 BELLIÈRE, Maurice, Letter 
to Therese. June 7, 1897.  In: 
Idem, p. 1125. 

7 Idem, Letter of July 17, 1897. 
p. 1150.

8 Cf. Idem, Letter of July 21, 
1897. p. 1157.

9 ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX. 
Letter to Fr. Maurice Bel-
lière, July 18, 1897, In: Idem, 
p. 1153.

10 Cf. ST. ALPHONSUS 
MARIA DE LIGUORI. The 
Glories of Mary. Charlotte, 
NC: TAN, 2012, p.50.

the east is from the west, so far does 
He remove our transgressions from 
us. As a father pities his children, so 
the Lord pities those who fear Him” 
(Ps 103:9-13). 

And if the dread of our faults still 
persists, let us remember that Bless-
ed Virgin Mary is our Mother. Even 
if we have the misfortune to fall into 
grave sin, so that we are despised by 
all, to the point that even inanimate 
creatures, like fire, air and earth, 
want to punish us in defence of their 
Creator’s honour, if we have recourse 
to our Lady we will find the most 
welcoming, safest and most maternal 
refuge and the surest path to recon-
ciliation with God.10

Fighting for souls, eternally!

Therese’s edifying letters ceased 
to be handwritten on September 30, 
1897, and were dictated directly to the 
hearts of her devotees from Heaven. 
There, very close to her Divine Jesus, 
she continues for ever her mission of 
winning souls, favoured with a spe-
cial impetrative power granted by 
Holy Church, which has proclaimed 
her Patroness of the Missions and 
Missionaries.

As for us, whether we are part or 
not of this select group of workers 
in the vineyard of Christ, let us not 
hesitate to place ourselves under the 
protection of the great St. Therese 
of the Child Jesus. Let us earnest-
ly ask her to conquer our souls com-
pletely for Our Lord and to teach us 
to be like children in His hands and 
true heirs of the heavenly Kingdom 
(cf. Mt 19:14)! 

St. Therese a few days  
before her death

From eternity, she would continue  
to speak words of confidence in  

the hearts of her “brothers”



Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

The Perfect Priest
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will speak about the fullness of 
the priesthood. And this con-
sideration takes me back to the 
darkest night of time, to an his-

torical digression that comes upon 
man in perhaps the hardest and most 
crucial and period of his existence on 
earth. 

We imagine today that we are on 
the verge of an unprecedented catas-
trophe. However, we do not remem-
ber that there was another one that 
marked the human race from the be-
ginning: the one narrated in Genesis, 
of the disobedience of the man who, 
led by the woman – tempted in turn 
by the Serpent – doubted God, re-
belled against Him, refused to follow 
the destiny that the Creator had indi-
cated to him, and as a consequence 
was expelled from Paradise. 

From the land of predilection, 
to the land of exile

Adam, prince of the most beautiful 
and delightful of kingdoms, placed as 
lord of all visible nature – of whose 
secrets he had perfect knowledge and 
over which he exercised a mysterious 
dominion – was further favoured by 
preternatural gifts that assured him, 
among other benefits, of immortality. 
However, he sinned; Eve sinned. 

Both left that land of blessing and 
predilection, where the Most High 

the just, the magnificent, prostrate 
on the ground, dead. They had never 
seen a dead man! Perhaps they did not 
even yet have a precise notion of what 
death was, because what cannot be 
seen is not fully known. And killed 
by whom? By a brother. The ignoble 
fratricide had stained the ground with 
righteous blood which, according to 
Genesis (cf. Gn 4:10), rose to Heaven 
crying out to God for vengeance. 

We can imagine the tragic atmos-
phere of the first funeral: Eve sobbing, 
Adam beating his breast, Cain on his 
endless, erratic journey, the other sons 
haphazardly digging a grave. The 
grave is closed; the story of Abel ends.

A void is felt on the immense earth, 
and humanity begins its monumental 

From the expulsion from Paradise until the coming of the Redeemer, 
humanity glimpsed in imperfect figures the Absolute Pontiff, in whose 
power of mediation all the priests of the New Law would participate.

walked in the cool of the evening (cf. 
Gn 3:8), and entered a land of exile. 
Human nature, deprived of the preter-
natural gifts and helpless in the face of 
an environment over which it no long-
er had control, felt hindered, dimin-
ished, and threatened by the right-
eous anger of a God who had been of-
fended. Apprehension, sorrow and un-
certainty entered with man into the 
land of exile, followed not long after-
wards by the terrifying image of death. 

The fratricide of Cain

Adam and Eve, who knew they 
were destined to die, before pass-
ing away, experienced the tragedy of 
contemplating the son of blessing, the 
son of predilection, Abel, the sweet, 

Seeing Abel murdered 
by his brother, Adam 
and Eve clearly under-
stood what death 
was, and therefore 
the effects of the sin 
they had committed

The fratricide of Cain - Church of 
St. Mary Magdalene, Troyes (France)
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pilgrimage with this sense of its own 
finitude: man will die, as Abel died.

This position of man’s finitude and 
uncertainty in the face of his earth-
ly life sparked two different concep-
tions of the priesthood, which we find 
in two different families of pagan 
religions. 

Mediation with a view to  
earthly interests

In the first place, there are the re-
ligions without mystery, which per-
haps correspond to a family of souls 
of the human race: those who are 
more orientated to this world, who do 
not directly deny the existence of an-
other life nor are they uninterested in 
it, but who are so engrossed with the 
day to come that the centre of their 
concerns turns to earthly affairs.

In these religions, the priest ap-
pears as a mediator between the gods 
and the people, but although his eyes 
are turned towards Heaven, he car-
ries out missions that are characteris-
tically earthly. 

What missions? The priest is vest-
ed with magical powers, by which it 
is believed he has the ability to heal, 
to kill or, by means of incantations 

and sorceries, to govern thunder, to 
placate beasts. He therefore solves 
human problems: he performs cures, 
brings about death – as an instru-
ment of revenge – and commands the 
elements.

One sees here a vague nostalgia 
that the human race felt, in this deca-
dence, for the dominion that it exer-
cised over creation in Paradise be-
fore the fall of Adam. Our nature de-
mands this dominion and the priests, 
to satisfy this need, presented them-
selves in this way to men. Thus 
emerged the class of exorcist priests, 
who drove away the evil spirits ca-
pable of hindering the people in their 

daily labours, ruining crops, spread-
ing diseases, causing cattle to flee. 

These were also sacrificial priests, 
who took, before the sinner, a victim, 
whether an animal, a fruit, or any of-
fering – unfortunately, often a human 
victim – and immolated it to appease 
the anger of a god whom man felt was 
angry with him, whom he feared, and 
therefore with whom he wished to 
curry favour in some way. 

The priesthood as 
communicator of divine life

Nevertheless, there is another 
family of souls, perhaps rarer and cer-
tainly more elevated: those capable of 
understanding that, however import-
ant earthly problems may be, they 
are mere logistics; man is not here on 
earth to solve them. They understand 
that hunger is not the central question 
of life; they know how to think. They 
pause to reflect and, taking a break 
from the honest activities of daily toil, 
from time to time they ask themselves: 
“What is the meaning of this life? 
Why was I born? Where am I going? 
After I die, what will become of me? I 
don’t know! I need to find out.” These 
pre-eminent questions dominate their 

The pagan modalities 
of priesthood 
manifested 
humanity’s desire 
to re-establish the 
relationship with God

Pagan priest offering a sacrifice to Jupiter, detail of “Sts. Paul and Barnabas in Lystra” by Bartholomeus Breenbergh -  
Princeton University Art Museum, New Jersey
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existence, which, without them, be-
comes meaningless. 

To answer the questions of this 
kind of spirit, paganism itself, though 
in its follies and errors, but led by a 
mixture of common sense and trad-
ition which it never completely lost, 
elaborated the priest type for the mys-
tery religions. These practise – gener-
ally in secret and for a relatively small 
number of believers – rites designed to 
have an extraordinary effect: to pass 
something of the life of the divinity 
to the priest, and to make something 
flow from him to the public, so that a 
certain portion of divine life circulates 
among those who practise and wit-
ness the act. This life gives them more 
strength in the hardships of existence, 
more light to the mind, more energy to 
the will, and is also manifested by the 
magnificent promise that it will have 
no end. It has come from beyond; it is 
part of man and, it is believed, does 
not cease with death. 

The promise of another life, which 
exists in a less definite way in other 
religions, is more clearly affirmed 
in the mystery religions. And souls 
thirsting for a better nature, for a 
higher explanation of their problems, 
for a deeper orientation in life than 
the simple concern of obtaining the 
bare necessities to avoid starvation 
or to satisfy ambitions and vanities, 
fit into this series of religions. 

And so, vaguely and confusedly, 
in the midst of sometimes abomin-
able and even satanic idolatrous 
rites, we can discern the vein of 
a precious tradition, the vein of 
human good sense, the vein of a 
hope. 

One night in Nazareth, peace is 
made between Heaven and earth

In fact, all or at least many of these 
religions were animated by the hope 
that peace would one day be made 
between Heaven and earth; the mo-
ment would arrive when time would 
reach its culmination and a chosen one 

The reconciliation 
with God long await-
ed by man began 
when the Priest par 
excellence, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, was 
born of the Virgin

ing that this Messiah would come and 
regenerate all peoples, and She prayed 
– according to pious traditions – to be 
the slave of the blessed woman from 
whom He would be born.

Suddenly, there is a mysterious 
movement in the air; something like 
the beating of wings, like a diaph-
anous vibration, like a flickering of 
the moon that marks the environ-
ment. She looks up and hears the 
well-known salutation: “Hail, full of 
grace…”

After She had said “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word” (Lk 
1:38), the Word became incarnate and 
dwelt among us. Then Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the One who is Priest in the 
fullest and most archetypal sense of 
the word, came to earth.

Priest and Victim

If it is true that the priesthood 
is characterized by the link be-
tween man and God, no one could 
establish this link more perfect-

ly than He who was at once Man 
and God – the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity incarnate. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is priest by His very 
nature, and He founded the true 
priesthood, the full priesthood, the 
Christian priesthood, the Catholic 
priesthood!

However, He is not only Pon-
tiff, but also Victim. Our Lord of-
fered Himself in a priestly action, 
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The Child Jesus as Priest - Our Lord of 
Mercies Parish, Guatemala City

of God, perfect and beloved, would 
come into the world to restore the or-
der that the sin of our first parents – 
remembered in so many ancient reli-
gions – had snatched away from us. 

One midnight, in the absolute si-
lence of a Hebrew city, a tender, deli-
cate and innocent Virgin, carrying in 
her eyes an infinitude of celestial re-
flections, prayed. The time was ripe, 
the degree of suffering and degrad-
ation of humanity had reached such 
a point that God’s mercy had creat-
ed this Virgin so that She, Immacu-
late, might achieve what no sinful man 
could achieve: the coming of the Mes-
siah foreseen by the Jewish race, who 
would be born of the line of David, to 
which She herself and her chaste hus-
band Joseph belonged. 
She prayed in the dead 
of night, ask-
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The priest is the link 
between God and 
man; through him the 
Sacrifice of Calvary is 
renewed, bringing the 
fruits of Redemption 
everywhere

by which He accepted without in-
terruption, from the Garden of Ol-
ives to the moment of the “Consuma-
tum est”, the entire ocean of suffer-
ings that would befall Him for the Re-
demption of humanity.

So great was His desire to immol-
ate Himself for us – an immolation in-
dispensable for the reconciliation be-
tween God and man – that we see Him, 
in the prayer of the Garden, suffering, 
feeling dread and trembling, his blood 
seeping from His pores at the horror 
of what He had to suffer. However, re-
ceiving strength from the Angel, He 
wanted to do the will of the Eternal 
Father, for His glory first of all, and for 
love of every man.

This is the priest from whom all 
other priests proceed. And the priest-
hood that the Catholic Church has is 
on account of its participation in Our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The grandeur of the  
priesthood

Therefore, the priest is the link 
between Our Lord Jesus Christ and 

us. Through his words, the great-
est miracle on earth takes place: en-
dowed with the power of transubstan-
tiation, he multiplies the sacrifice of 
the Cross on the altars of the world, 
bringing the fruits of Redemption 
everywhere.

The priest appears to us as one 
who teaches religion, who guides hu-
manity to the fulfilment of the Com-
mandments, not as a teacher who of-
fers a sterile and lifeless teaching, but 
as one who, by means of the Sacra-
ments, is able to transmit the grace of 

God to souls, so that their intelligence 
becomes more lucid and serene.

In this way, the human will too, so 
weak, so cowardly, so self-interest-
ed, is given new vigour by the power 
of grace: the priest transmits life – he 
who speaks of eternal life – and leads 
a certain family of souls to think ex-
clusively or almost exclusively of 
Heaven. He addresses another family 
and makes them this promise: “You 
too, seek the Kingdom of God and 
His justice, and all other things will 
be given to you as well.”

The priest is the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world, not only 
because he is the salt and light of the 
Church, but because the Church is the 
salt and the light of Christian Civil-
ization. After Christ came to earth, 
there is no civilization possible out-
side Christian Civilization: there is 
barbarism, or there is Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Taken, with adaptations, from:  
Dr. Plinio. São Paulo. Year IV.  

N.45 (Dec., 2001); p.6-10.

Eucharistic celebration in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil)
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“Your Faith  
Is Our Victory”
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itting at the bedside of a new-
born struggling against death 
was a young barbarian king. 
His head in his hands, his face 

half-covered by the long hair that sym-
bolized the superiority of his origin, he 
did not hide his despair at the fate of 
his son:

“Of course this child, too, will 
die. Baptized in the name of Christ, 
his fate will be the same as that of his 
brother: death! He lacks the protec-
tion of the gods.”

In fact, the child, recently regener-
ated by the waters of Baptism, had 
been struck by strong feverish convul-
sions and seemed about to follow the 
path of Ingomer, who two years before 
had died still dressed in white.

On her knees, her faith only 
strengthened by the tragedy, the 
young queen remained firm. In her 
soul, maternal affection allied to 
her awareness of the grandeur of 
her mission compelled her to ac-
cept this suffering with resignation, 
but furthermore to “demand” a mir-
acle from Providence. Yes, it was not 
only her son who was at risk, but the 
salvation of a people that depended 
on her supplications; it was not only 
her child who needed to live, but the 
Firstborn Daughter of the Church 
who needed to be “baptized”!

This was the mission that Clo-
tilde had assumed with the dignity of 

queen. And she was ready to obtain 
every miracle to accomplish it.

Princess from Lyon

Clotilde was born in the Kingdom 
of Lyon, a territory which her father, 
Chilperic, a barbarian prince of the 
Burgundian tribe, had inherited.

Despite the kingdom’s small size, 
it was holder of a great spiritual and 
cultural legacy. Lyon had been an 
important city under the Romans 
and had become a powerful centre 
of Catholicism in Gaul. In its arenas 
the blood of countless martyrs had 
flowed – including that of St. Blan-
dina and St. Pothinus and his com-
panions – and in its episcopal see 
St. Irenaeus preached against heresy 
with wisdom and eloquence.

The material splendour of the re-
gion had, it is true, been all but obliter-
ated by the barbarian invasions, but its 
spiritual splendour had not been ex-
tinguished by the years of warfare, 
and shone like a beacon of hope for 
victory.

The bishops of the nation, as 
princes of the Church Militant, were 
well aware of how much Christ count-
ed on their combat to triumph. And an 
arduous combat it was, for it was not 
restricted to destroying the paganism 
of the barbarians but also the Arian 
heresy which had taken strong root 
among them.

Admirably reflecting  
Our Lady, Clotilde  
gave her “fiat” with 
docility, conquered  
by her faith and  
gave birth to the  
Firstborn Daughter  
of the Church.

st. Clotilde
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St. Avitus, Bishop of Vienne, had 
already obtained a great victory in ar-
ranging marriages for the Burgundi-
an kings with young women of Cath-
olic confession. To this end, Clotilde 
and her elder sister Chrona were bap-
tized at birth. However, as their par-
ents died in a fratricidal war, the little 
ones passed into the guardianship of 
their uncle. The prelate was not dis-
couraged by the tragic event, but ap-
plied all his efforts to the education of 
the two princesses. 

The mission among the Franks

At the end of the fifth century little 
remained of the Roman power. The 
triumphs won by the Church since 
the Edict of Milan in 313 seemed to 
crumble under the advance of the 
barbarian hordes and the perfidy of 
heretics.

In Lombardy, the Ostrogoth and 
Arian leader Theodoric the Great 
dominated a large part of Italy; in 
southern Gaul and in the Iberian Pen-
insula, under Visigoths and the Van-
dals’ reign, heresy prevailed and 
the persecution of true Catholics 
was renewed. In the West, no 
kingdom officially professed 
the true Catholic Faith. A 
desperate situation? Perhaps. 
But above all, it was the eve 
of a divine intervention!

In northern Gaul, the Salian 
Frank tribe remained pagan. 
They were ruled by Clovis, 
son of Childeric, whose sym-
pathies for the customs of the 
empire had earned him the 
title of patrician. In 486, he 
conquered Romania – what 
remained of the Roman prov-
ince in Gaul – defeating Sya-
grius, a clearly pusillanim-
ous governor, unable to stand 
up to the Arians. At this junc-
ture, Clovis became the focus 
of hope for the Catholic bish-
ops. St. Remigius, Bishop of 
Reims, had written to him on 

assuming the government: “Do what 
is good. Be chaste and honest. Show 
yourself full of respect for your bishops 
and always have recourse to their ad-
vice. If you get on well with them, your 
country will do well. […] If you want 
to reign, show yourself worthy.”1 

However, the conversion of the 
Frankish monarch was indispensable 
if Christianity was to have a king-
dom. A Catholic wife seemed the best 
means of inclining his heart to the 
truth. Clotilde, who was about twenty 
years old, was sent for this mission by 
the Bishops.

The task was not an easy one. 
Who could guarantee that a young 
girl would succeed among a barbar-
ic people in whose customs were in-
grained murder and pagan savagery?

Clotilde, whose name means 
glorious warrior, understood the 
challenge well and, like Mary, gave 
her “fiat”. She would no longer live 

for herself but for the triumph of the 
Catholic Faith.

In 492, the city of Soissons re-
ceived the Queen, who was to be 
united to Clovis in a monogamous2 
and indissoluble marriage, based on 
the promise to baptize the children in 
the maternal religion. The first battle 
had been won!

The trial of faith

But then, in the next moment, 
the victory seems to pass to the pa-
gan side. Ingomer, the first son of the 
union and the bearer of the hope of a 
Christian dynasty, died soon after his 
Baptism, and the second, Chlodomer, 
born in 495, seemed to be heading for 
the same fate. It is here that the epi-
sode narrated at the beginning of this 
article takes place.

After a night of tense interior strug-
gle, without allowing her spirit to wav-
er, the queen obtained the miracle: the 
child became tranquil, the fever dis-
sipated and he slept peacefully and 
soundly. Through fortitude, heroic 

resignation and unshakeable faith, 
she had wrested the life of her 

son from Heaven, but above all 
she had imprinted in the king’s 
heart an image of true courage 
and supreme power of the one 
God. 

Clotilde had transformed 
what could have been a de-
finitive defeat for Catholi-
cism in the Frankish king-
dom into a victory for the 
Faith. Thus opened the way 
that would lead Clovis and 
France into the bosom of the 
Church.

The vow of Tolbiac

In 496, the Alamanni – a 
Germanic tribe – invaded the 
lands of Sigobert, king of Co-
logne and an ally of Clovis. 
The latter, faithful to the al-
liance between the two mon-
archs, came to their rescue. 

Clovis and St. Clotilde - Church of St. Ouen, Rouen 
(France); previous page, St. Clotilde - Church of 

St. Joseph, Saint-Héand (France)

The destiny of a nation hung on the faith of 
St. Clotilde before her languishing son
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The battle was fought in the an-
cient Roman camp of Tolbiac, to-
day Zülpich. The ferocity of the com-
bat was tremendous. After a few 
hours, the massacre sustained by the 
Franks had reached an extreme and 
Clovis’ army was on the verge of 
extermination.

The Frankish leader found him-
self in a terrifying situation. He was 
well aware of the fate of the van-
quished and knew that if he was de-
feated he could expect no clemency 
for himself, his people or his reputa-
tion, for he would go down in history 
as an unworthy king. Amidst the din 
of battle and the terror that began to 
overwhelm his army, the only figure 
he had ever seen face disaster with 
audacity and dignity and, in a hope-
less situation, achieve the impossible, 
came to mind: Clotilde! Clinging to 
her example, as to a lifeline, the bar-
barian exclaimed:

“God of Clotilde, come to my 
rescue!”

Suddenly, the arrow of a Frank-
ish warrior mortally struck the 
leader of the Alamanni and re-
versed the outcome of the bat-
tle. The adversaries, pan-
ic-stricken, began to re-
treat with the Franks in hot 
pursuit.3 

The victory had been ob-
tained, but above all the battle 
of Christ in Clovis’ heart had 
been won through Clotilde’s 
mediation. That same after-
noon he wrote to her that he 
wanted to receive Baptism.

Baptism of Clovis 
and of France 

Great was the zeal of Bish-
op Remigius and Clotilde in 
preparing the longed-for cere-
mony. The hermit St. Waast, 
who had also passed from 
Germanic beliefs to Catholi-
cism, helped to complete the 
king’s instruction, while the 

queen provided the finest cloths and 
incense to make those still rude people 
feel the unique grandeur of the act.

Accompanied by his sisters, his son 
Theuderic from his first marriage, and 
three thousand subjects, Clovis was 
finally admitted to the family of God 
on the feast of the Nativity of the Lord. 
Catholic France, the seed of Chris-
tendom, was born in the cathedral 
of Reims. “Regnum Galliæ, regnum 
Mariæ, nunquam peribit,”4 says an ex-
pression from the Merovingian era. 
Clotilde was forever associated with 
Mary, mother of the Church, in giving 
birth to her first kingdom. 

To confirm the “divine filiation” 
of this people, tradition tells us that a 
dove brought the anointing oil, used 
ever since for the coronation of all the 
kings of France. 

“The Faith you have confessed is 
our victory! […] A new light shines 
for us in the person of a king of the 

West. […] The Nativity of the Lord is 
also the Nativity of the Franks; you 
were born for Christ on the day He 
was born for you,”5 St. Avitus wrote 
to the king, celebrating the success of 
so many efforts.

Unification of the Gauls

Mission accomplished? Not yet. 
The queen knew it was only the be-
ginning. The grace that had been in-
fused into her husband and into those 
people had yet to transform an uncul-
tured and savage human nature. This 
process would not take years, but 
centuries! It was up to her, however, 
to take the utmost care of this seed-
ling, so that the tree might grow tall 
and verdant.

To this end, she advised Clovis to 
undertake the unification of all Gaul in 
the true religion, expelling the Arian 
Visigoths from the south. This enter-
prise took place in 507, the king ful-
filling a vow he had made when he fell 
ill. Beginning the campaign by con-
quering the city of St. Martin of Tours, 

it ended with the Battle of Vouillé, 
which forced the Visigoths to re-

treat to beyond the Pyrenees. 

Buying the future

Her husband having died 
on November 27, 511, a new 
phase began in Clotilde’s life.

France had been bap-
tized, but how many centur-
ies would it take for it to be-
come the Regnum Christian-
issimum? Clotilde had, as far 
as she was able, encouraged 
Christian principles in the 
King of the Franks; however, 
she still had to patiently watch 
veritable slaughters, includ-
ing the killing of relatives, in 
the conquest of neighbouring 
kingdoms for their sons. 

She witnessed the mur-
der of her Burgundian cous-
in Sigismund and his family, 
carried out by her son 
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The conversion of Clovis in the Battle of Tolbiac -  
Church of St. Ouen, Rouen (France)

God of Clotilde not only granted victory to Clovis 
on the battlefield of Tolbiac, but won the battle of 

Christ in his heart!
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1 BERNET, Anne. Clotilde, 
épouse de Clovis. Histoire des 
Reines de France. Paris: Pyg-
malion, 2006, p.64.

2 The pagan custom of the time 
admitted polygamy. Clovis 

had a first wife, but she had al-
ready died when he married 
Clothilde. 

3 Cf. ST. GREGORY OF 
TOURS. Histoire ecclésias-
tique des Francs. L.II, c.30; 

BORDONOVE, George. Clo-
vis et les Mérovingiens. Paris: 
Pygmalion, 2006, p.92.

4 From Latin: “The Kingdom of 
France, the kingdom of Mary, 
will never die.”

5 BERNET, op. cit., p.161-162.
6 PIUS XII. Speech to French 

pilgrims in Rome for the can-
onization of St. Joan of Valois, 
29/5/1950. 

Chlodomer. When the latter died, she 
followed the ambitious disputes of her 
sons Chlothar and Childebert over the 
inheritance, which culminated in the 
brutal extermination of her grandchil-
dren. She held in her arms the lifeless 
body of her daughter, upon the latter’s 
return after a long martyrdom at the 
court of Toledo trying to convert her 
husband, Amalaric. Later, she could 
only intervene with her supplications 
and prayers to prevent Theuderic and 
Childebert from slaughtering Chlo-
thar in a dispute…

Whether in seclusion at the monas-
tery of Tours, or in Paris obeying the 
call of duty, the holy queen no long-
er lived for the present; through pray-
er and penance she prepared the future 
of the nation. She would not contem-
plate a Charlemagne, a St. Louis IX, 
a St. Joan of Arc, or a St. Therese of 
the Child Jesus, but she was convinced 
that she could contribute to future 
wonders and be, in a certain sense, the 
mother of such great men and women.

Final intercession

Clotilde was able to use her inter-
cessory power once again during the 
very year of her death.

Chlothar, who had murdered his 
brother’s children and, despite being 
baptized, practised pagan polygamy, 
decided to take as his fifth wife a 
young Thuringian princess whom 
he had taken prisoner when she was 
still a child. The princess accepted 
the proposal with the intention of sav-
ing her brother, who shared her cap-
tivity. However, after the union was 
made, Chlothar assassinated him. 
The young woman fled and took 
refuge in a convent; the king pur-
sued her, prepared to violate even the 

sacred right of asylum. The Queen 
Mother intervened for the last time 
and saved the one who, within the 
monastic walls, would continue 
her task of watching over France: 
St. Radegund.

On June 3, 545, Clotilde gave 
up her soul to God and her body 
joined that of her husband and St. 
Genevieve in the Basilica of the 
Apostles in Paris.

A strong woman

On great ladies who became 
reflections of Mary Most Holy, 
one Pontiff said:

“Catholics of France, your his-
tory, the whole fabric of which is 
woven by Mary’s graces and fa-
vours, confers on you an altogeth-
er special duty to watch over the 
integrity and purity of your Mar-
ian heritage. […] 

“An admirable role is played 
by ladies in the history of France. 
Clotilde frees her from pagan-
ism and heresy, and through the 
Baptism of Clovis she is given to 
Christ! Blanche of Castile is the 
educator of St. Louis, ‘the good 
lieutenant of Christ’! Joan of Arc 
restores to France her place in the 
world, and her standard bears the 
name of Jesus and Mary! […]  

“These providential heroines 
fulfilled their [mission] by the wis-
dom of their spirit, the strength of their 
will, the holiness of their life, the gen-
erosity of their complete self-sacrifice, 
and above all, by imitating the virtues 
of Mary, throne of Wisdom, strong 
Woman, Handmaid of the Lord, sor-
rowful Virgin whose heart was 
pierced with a sword, Mother of the 
Author of peace and Queen of peace.”6
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St. Clotilde - Church of  
St. Vincent de Paul, Paris

The queen, who had given her all to 
“baptize” a nation, would continue to 

intercede for it from eternity

There is no doubt that St. Clo-
tilde was a strong woman like the one 
praised by Scripture. She did not pre-
figure the Virgin in the manner of 
Abigail, Judith or Esther, but she fol-
lowed her example, perpetuating a 
vein of Marian souls on earth. These 
souls save the world with their “fiat” 
and, through their faith, obtain gran-
diose resurrections. 
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“Madwoman  
of the Blessed Sacrament”

Sr. Mónica Perezcanto, EP
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hroughout history, God 
has raised up souls 
with a special love of 
the Eucharist, who en-

rich the Mystical Body of Christ 
by their example. For the Church 
is not like a museum that only pre-
serves the excellence in which 
it was established by its Divine 
Founder; rather, it is a living soci-
ety that constantly produces new 
fruits. 

One of these souls shone out a 
little over five hundred years ago, 
but not from within a convent or 
in the exercise of ecclesiastic-
al ministry. From the ranks of the 
laity, and free of weighty temporal 
responsibilities that would impede 
her dedication to the Church, a 
lady of the Castilian nobility stood 
out: Doña Teresa Enriquez. Who 
was she? 

In the court of the 
Catholic Monarchs

Teresa Enríquez de Alvara-
do was born in 1450. She was the 
first cousin of King Ferdinand 
the Catholic and a close friend of 
Queen Isabella of Castile. Married 
to Don Gutierre de Cárdenas, the 
head chancellor of the kingdom and 
mayor of Toledo, she bore five chil-
dren, three of whom died as infants. 
Given the illustrious position held 

by Don Gutierre, the family lived at 
court. 

Surrounded by wealth and luxury, 
Teresa knew how to remain entire-
ly detached from earthly goods. She 
wished to serve God, and spared no ef-

fort to do so: she ordered the con-
struction of convents, hospitals 
and chapels; she generously helped 
the poor and the sick and devot-
ed herself to her children’s educa-
tion, teaching them the practices of 
piety and charity. 

Nevertheless, raising her eyes 
to even higher heights, it was the 
Real Presence of the Lord in the 
Eucharist that became her heart’s 
greatest love.

On fire with love for 
the Eucharist

From childhood, Teresa learn-
ed from her paternal grand-
mother, a virtuous and serious 
woman, the devotion and respect 
due to the Blessed Sacrament. As 
the years passed, she had grown 
not only in stature but above all 
in fervour for Our Lord in this 
sublime mystery.

She was a regular communi-
cant in an age when such was not 
the custom, and she found time 
amidst her court duties and char-
itable works to spend long hours 
before the tabernacle. After the 

death of her third child, Teresa began 
to cling even more closely to Heav-
en. Conforming herself to the will 
of God, she found consolation and 
strength to carry on at the foot of the 
tabernacle.

The Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist captivated the heart of 
Teresa Enriquez, inspiring her to promote splendour in the worship of the 
Blessed Sacrament, in the desire that He be adored and revered by all.

Teresa wanted Eucharistic worship to  
wield an influence even  

on civil and daily life

Teresa Enriquez prepares wine and hosts - 
Collegiate Church of the Blessed Sacrament  

Torrijos (Spain)
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She herself ground the wheat and 
mixed the flour to make the hosts that 
would be consecrated at the altar. She 
also founded sacramental confrater-
nities that spread to many other cities, 
effecting a notable increase in Eucha-
ristic adoration. 

The purpose of these confraterni-
ties was to promote splendour in the 
worship of the Blessed Sacrament, 
ensuring the care of tabernacles, 
monstrances and sacred vessels, the 
preparation of priestly vestments and 
the furnishing of the altar, as well as 
the proper organization in the proces-
sional conveyance of Viaticum to the 
sick. Members of the confraternities 
would verify how the Eucharist was 
being venerated in the different par-
ishes and inform the competent au-
thority, in order to guarantee that all 
the sacredness and honour proper to 
the Bread from Heaven was being 
rendered.

Teresa worked to ensure that 
Eucharistic worship was not only the 
privilege of sacred spaces but that it 
also had an influence on civil and 
daily life. Thus she instituted a new 
current, which gained strength in the 
wake of the Counter-Reformation. 
While some dedicated themselves to 
justifying Eucharistic dogma by doc-
trinally refuting errors, she affirmed 
it in the field of tendencies, placing 
a note of grandeur, beauty and good 
taste in everything pertaining to the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Filled with love for the Eucharist, 
she desired that Jesus in the Host be 
adored and respected, giving every-
one an example of fervour. So pas-
sionate was she in this commitment 
that Pope Julius II called her “the mad-
woman of the Blessed Sacrament,” as 
she is still known in Spain.

This noble lady was also a great de-
votee of Our Lady. At the beginning of 
her will she wrote: “In the name of the 
Glorious Blessed Virgin, Holy Mary, 
[…]  whom I hold as Mistress and Ad-
vocate in all my actions and now, with 
a devout heart, I offer myself as her 
slave and servant, and I offer Her my 
soul.”1

Abnegated devotion until death

Before her death in the year 1529, 
she ordered that her funeral and bur-
ial be simple. She forbade anyone to 
speak of her and determined that the 
sermon should be in honour of the 
Blessed Sacrament, thereby proving 
that everything she had done on this 
earth was motivated solely by a pure 
and disinterested love for Our Eucha-
ristic Lord.

Her diocesan process of beatifi-
cation was recently concluded in the 
Archdiocese of Toledo, in whose terri-
tory Torrijos is located – the city where 
she spent the last years of her life. 

Her body remained incorrupt and 
rests in the monastery of the Concep-
tionists of Torrijos, becoming for us a 
proof of how an upright, devout and 

compassionate life is rewarded with 
the benevolence of the Creator. 

Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be

It would be a mistake to think: “It 
is very easy for someone with social 
prestige, good relations and a con-
siderable fortune to succeed in a great 
enterprise.” What determines the suc-
cess of an undertaking is the worthi-
ness of the goal and the virtuous in-
tention of the person carrying it out, 
not position or available means. These 
contribute, and considerably, but they 
are not decisive. In God’s works, div-
ine grace is what counts most; human 
factors are secondary. Nowadays, how 
many people there are with power, in-
fluence and money… and how rarely 
is this capital applied for the glory of 
God and the good of one’s neighbour! 

Aware that a Christian must be a 
true reflection of the life of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Moth-
er, Teresa Enriquez was an admir-
able example of fervour, humility and 
selfless charity. She knew how to set 
her heart on the greatest treasure that 
exists on this earth: the humble Pris-
oner hidden under the species of bread 
and wine. 

1 ENRÍQUEZ DE ALVARADO, Teresa. 
Testamento hológrafo, 30 de marzo de 
1528. In: FERNÁNDEZ, Amaya. Teresa 
Enríquez, la loca del Sacramento. Ma-
drid: BAC, 2001, p.83.

The incorrupt body of Teresa Enriquez - Convent of the Most Pure Conception, Torrijos (Spain)

This noble lady knew how to set her heart on the greatest treasure that exists on this earth: the Sacramental Jesus
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João Gabriel BiffJoão Gabriel Biff

ocated on the island of Mar-
tinique, a small French over-
seas department of the Lesser 
Antilles in the Caribbean Sea, 

the city of Saint-Pierre was known for 
its luxury and comfort. 

Its landscape was dominated by 
a mountain, known as Mount Pelée, 
with an altitude of 1350 metres. Al-
though seemingly immersed in an 
eternal sleep, it held within it a great 
threat… 

Starting in February of 1902, ani-
mals were seen f leeing from the 
mountain’s vicinity, disturbed by the 
strong smell of sulphur it exuded. Dur-
ing the nights, dogs howled endless-
ly. Finally, in May, Mount Pelée re-
minded the inhabitants of Saint-Pierre 
of its true identity: it was a volcano. 

The ash fall was so intense that the 
branches of some trees broke off, un-
able to bear the weight. Birds were no 
longer heard in the region. Many fam-
ilies began to leave the island, others 
– thousands – decided to take a more 
optimistic approach, and wait for the 
events to unfold before taking any 
concrete action.

May 8, 1902, arrived – the day in 
which the Ascension of Our Lord 
was commemorated that year. Heav-
en, to which Christ had ascended al-
most two thousand years ago, seemed 
to be closed by great, opaque clouds. 
The volcanic explosions were growing 
in volume and many inhabitants fled 
the island while the church bells were 
ringing for the Solemnity service. 

At fifty minutes past seven o’clock, 
according to Fr. Nicolas Pinaud1 in 
his study of the great event of Saint-
Pierre, a noise comparable to hun-
dreds of boat sirens tears the air, and a 
cloud of dense, black smoke, streaked 
with lightning, shoots from the vol-
cano. In the blink of an eye it plunges 
over the city, covers and suffocates it, 
continuing on its way until reaching 
the sea and, expanding in every dir-
ection, grows like a mountain of ash 
and fire. In a few moments the region 
is covered by a black impenetrable 
mantle. 

Seventy seconds were enough to 
wipe Saint-Pierre off the map. Some 
recorded facts indicate the force of 
the explosion: an statue of Our Lady 
weighing five tons, which was five 
kilometres away from the crater, 
was found some twelve meters away 
from its pedestal; a bell weighing ap-
proximately one ton was considerably 
deformed by the heat; of the four hun-
dred boats that were in the radius of 
the mountain, only one remained; of 
the one hundred thousand people who 
inhabited the city, about forty thou-
sand died from burning, asphyxiation, 
and electrocution.

What were the causes  
of the phenomenon?

Considering a tragedy like this, it is 
natural to wonder what caused it. Was 
it the mere coincidence of certain nat-
ural conditions, the result of chance? 
Or was there a decisive factor exter-

nal to nature? In the search for an an-
swer, albeit not a definitive one, let us 
leave aside complex scientific specu-
lations and consider some events that 
took place before the explosion.

Louis Garaud, referring to the 
Shrovetide carnival that had been held 
in this city, says: “Never did the satur-
nalia in Rome, nor the bacchanalia in 
Greece, offer such a spectacle; never 
did the feast of fools in the Middle 
Ages display such excesses of mirth. 
The imagination cannot dream of such 
human folly.”2

As if this were not enough, in some 
cases, attitudes directly hostile to the 
Faith were also noted. On the feast of 
Corpus Christi, Msgr. de Cormont, 
Bishop of Saint-Pierre, had been 
forced to curtail the procession be-
cause of the stones and insults hurled 
at him during it. The anti-religious 
persecution took on such proportions 
that the prelate had to leave the island 
of Martinique for some months in or-
der for the situation to calm down. At 
his departure, a group of enemies of 
the Cross were still throwing project-
iles at him, to which Bishop de Cor-
mont’s only response was: “You throw 
stones at us; the volcano will return 
them.” With these words – reminis-
cent of a malediction – he was refer-
ring to Mount Pélée, which until then 
had appeared to be sleeping…

During the 1902 carnival, the fes-
tivities took on a sacrilegious charac-
ter. Many participants, dressed up as 
monks, made a mockery of Christian-

Although seemingly immersed in an  
eternal sleep, Mount Pelée held a great  
threat in its depths.
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ity. Moerens, in his book Funeral Pil-
grimage to the Ruins of Saint-Pierre, 
recounts: “An excessively violent and 
ungodly crowd strives to de-Christian-
ise this unhappy city. Narrow-mind-
ed and intolerant, those who have as-
sumed the mission of directing pub-
lic opinion do not cease, in regard to 
everything and anything, to spread 
blasphemy and cast contempt on all 
that is most respectable and sacred.”3 

An infamous affront to God

The climax of these absurdities 
seems to have taken place on March 
28, 1902, Good Friday, as an in-
habitant of the island testified to one 
of the most famous newspapers in 
Paris.4 He describes how the happy 
town awoke normally on that placid 
and fresh tropical morning. On the 
verandas of the houses, one could 
see the housewives devoting them-
selves to putting everything in order 
before leaving for church. 

Meanwhile, an excited group head-
ed for one of the city’s main hotels, 
where a feast was being prepared. 
They were the representatives of free 
thought who, to prove their independ-
ence of spirit, decided to stuff them-
selves with the richest foods they 
could conjure up, in opposition to 

the precept of fasting and abstinence. 
Drunk, these diabolical men begin to 
roam the streets of the small capital, 
uttering obscenities and mocking an 
image of Our Lord that they carry.

They set out on the road that leads 
to the mountain. Fourteen times, 
amidst infamous blasphemies, the 
mob pauses, to parody the stations of 
the Way of the Cross and mock the 
scenes of the Passion. They continue 
their ascent, ever more agitated, in-
venting new improprieties at each 
step. At last they reach the peak… 
They stop before the gaping mouth 
of the volcano and there, in the midst 
of an infernal sarabande, jeering and 
gesticulating, they hurl to the bottom 
of the abyss the image of Him who, 
nineteen centuries ago, had died to 
redeem their ungrateful souls.

On the day of the Passion, an out-
rage of this magnitude is commit-
ted, and on the day of the Ascension, 
lava emerges to bury the city where 
the crime was committed. Is it a co-
incidence? Could there be a connec-
tion between these events and the ex-
plosion of Mount Pelée? It cannot be 
stated absolutely, but we leave it to the 
readers to draw their own conclusions. 

Meanwhile let us turn to a con-
sideration which, as this article comes 

to a close, is perhaps as unexpected as 
it is undeniable: if there is one cause 
which can undoubtedly be alleged 
for the tragic carnage of Saint-Pierre, 
it can be set down to the optimism of 
the victims themselves. After all, there 
was no lack of warnings and premoni-
tory signs before the cataclysm.

In the face of a catastrophe caused 
by nature, of a massacre provoked by 
human greed, of a punishment exe-
cuted by the just arm of God – or per-
haps all three together – the worst atti-
tude is that of those who prefer to deny 
the reality of the facts and carry on 
with their soft, sleepy lives as if noth-
ing were happening. It may follow that 
one day, upon awaking, it will already 
be too late. 

1 Cf. PINAUD, Nicolas. L’éruption de la 
Montagne Pelée. On ne se moque pas de 
Dieu. Avrillé: Le Sel de la Terre, 2010, 
p.13-14.

2 GARAUD, Louis. Trois ans a La Martin-
ique. Paris: Alcide Picard et Kaan, 1892, 
p.70.

3 MOERENS, U. Pèlerinage funèbre aux 
ruines de Saint-Pierre, Martinique. Paris: 
Desclée de Brouwer, 1903, p.60-61.

4 Cf. PINAUD, op. cit., p.18-19.

The ruins of Saint-Pierre (Martinique Island) after the catastrophe; previous page, Mount Pelée

Seventy seconds were enough to wipe Saint-Pierre off the map. Does this phenomenon not lend itself to meditation?
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t the time when my spirit 
was being formed, the Revo-
lution insisted a great deal 
on a terrible point, which it 

no longer insists on today because it 
thinks it has won the battle. When I 
was young, the battle was almost won, 
but there was still something left that 
resisted the Revolution.

The idea was as follows. Goodness 
consisted essentially in not causing 
displeasure, sadness or indisposition of 
soul to anyone. Thus, everything that 
represented authority would somehow 
be contrary to goodness. This is be-
cause authority imposes the fulfilment 
of the law, and every law obstructs 
someone in something. Therefore, the 
purpose of authority was to obstruct 
and to make others suffer. As a result, 
an ideal world would be one free of au-
thority. 

Authority is man’s friend

First of all, it is not true that the pur-
pose of authority is to cause suffering. 
On the contrary, the world would be a 
hell if there were no authority to pre-
vent the wicked from tormenting the 
good. It is because authority exists 
that, for example, thieves are pre-
vented from stealing – or deterred 
as far as possible – and murderers 
are afraid to kill. One can walk safely 

on the street because there are traffic 
laws and authorities charged with en-
forcing those laws. Otherwise, either 
vehicles would not be used and people 
would be forced to walk, or vehicles 
would be killing people all the time.

In other words, authority exists to 
enforce laws and protect the good. 
It is man’s friend, not his enemy. It 
makes him suffer – this is a different 
matter – because of original sin.

Indeed, after Adam’s fault man 
was inclined to evil and subject to er-
ror. Authority hinders him from do-
ing what he ought not to do and there-
fore, in a certain sense, is an unpleas-
ant presence. However, if we imagine 
a society without authority, we will 
understand how agreeable this pres-
ence is.

The handrail of a staircase
The most concrete example of this 

is the handrail on a staircase.
Children often like to go down the 

handrail of the stairs instead of the 
steps. If the handrail is very smooth 
and lends itself to this, they slide down 
from top to bottom. One might think 
it is amusing, but it is imprudent. If a 
child falls from a considerable height, 
he might injure his spine and be para-
lysed. If he is ten years old and lives to 
be ninety, he will spend eighty years 

The art of educating involves instilling a love for authority in a child. By 
her example and words, Dona Lucilia taught her children to venerate what 
was superior to them, especially souls consecrated to God.

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

Authority plays the 
role of a well-built 
and beautiful hand-
rail: by imposing  
limits, it guides 
people on the stairs 
and protects them

Staircase and handrail of stone
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lying in a bed, waiting for liberation 
by death, because he had no regard for 
the authority that obliged him to re-
spect the handrail.

Authority plays the role of a hand-
rail in life: it guides one on the stairs, 
it protects people. All this makes 
life both orderly and pleasant, as 
is the case with a well-built and 
beautiful handrail.

A tone of voice that instilled 
respect for authority

The art of educating consists 
in forming children in such a way 
that they see the reasonable side of 
authority and the beautiful aspect of 
hierarchy, in order to love obedience. 
In this way, they become friends of 
the Counter-Revolution, instead of be-
coming friends of the Revolution. 

My mother’s attitude in the face of 
this problem was as follows.

Her voice, though not that of a 
singer, was very pleasant for conver-
sation, full of inflections. And these 
were very delicate, sweet inflections, 
which corresponded to the move-
ments of her temperament and said 
what she wished to express. Because 
of this she also had very low, deep 
tones, which were not terse, but made 
one perceive the gravity of what she 
was saying. 

Her temperament was capable of 
being very serious, and when speak-
ing she usually took everything she 
said very seriously. When she men-
tioned any authority, she spoke with 
a certain respect and used a certain 
tone of voice that made us feel why 
and in what way that authority was 
respected. 

Veneration for the priesthood

An example of this was in the way 
my mother would speak of a priest.

My father had a first cousin who 
was a priest; his name was Canon Luís 
Cavalcanti. A very intelligent man, he 
had remained a bachelor until at a ma-
ture age he decided to become a priest, 

and was ordained in the Archdiocese 
of Rio de Janeiro.

He was a very good conversational-
ist and, when he came to São Paulo, he 
would be invited to our house for lunch 
or dinner. My mother’s relatives would 
also come to listen to the remarks of 
my father’s cousin. And it was a good 
thing, because being a priest he used 
to engage in arguments with some of 
my uncles who were atheists. 

In these discussions he would come 
out on top due to his culture and in-
telligence, but it was done with a cer-
tain politeness and amenity. So much 

Dona Lucilia and Plinio in the city of 
Águas da Prata (Brazil)

so that those unbelieving uncles even 
liked to admit defeat and then laugh; 
the priest, when he put them up against 
the wall, would also laugh in a kindly 
way and that constituted a very pleas-
ant conversation. Because I was a 
boy, I did not really understand the 
subjects of the discussions, but I 
liked to observe the interplay of fa-
cial expressions, the tones of voice 
and the attitudes of the persons 
involved.

My mother had a very intelli-
gent brother, who asked the priest 

provocative questions. I would look 
at the priest and think: “This time it 

looks like he is against the wall.” He 
would listen very calmly and say: 
“You know, this needs to be looked 
at from a different angle.” The priest 
would then reword the question, put-
ting it in the proper perspective, and 
my uncle was “shot down”.

When Dona Lucilia spoke of this 
relative, she never did so without an 
inflection in her voice that expressed 
that, in addition to being her hus-
band’s cousin (and therefore also her 
own), he was a priest of the Cath-
olic Church. She never said “cous-
in Luís”, but “Father Luís” and, later, 
“Canon Luís”. The words father and 
canon took on an inflection that com-
municated all her veneration for him, 
because he was a minister of God.

My mother’s way of saying the 
word “priest”, of referring to him, of 
addressing him, of showing him spe-
cial attention and solicitude that she 
did not show to other relatives, helped 
a child to learn what a priest was, even 
before he understood the Catholic doc-
trine on the priesthood. In this way, 
the heart was ready to receive what the 
Faith would later demonstrate through 
the Church’s teaching. 

Taken, with adaptations, from:  
Educating her Children in Love 

for Authority. In: Dr. Plinio.  
São Paulo. Year XIV. N.155  

(Feb., 2011); p.6-8.

By her attitude 
towards those 
who represented 
authority, Dona 
Lucilia taught 
her children to 
love hierarchy
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Spain – In April, missionaries visited the Parishes of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception of Herencia (photos 1 
and 2) and Cartagena (photo 3), carrying the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary to homes, schools and 
commercial settings. In February, a group of one hundred and thirty people made their solemn consecration to the 
Blessed Virgin, in ceremonies held at the St. Mary of Grace Parish in Barcelona (photo 4), and at St. John of los 
Panetes Church in Zaragoza (photo 5).
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Guatemala – The Easter Triduum was solemnly celebrated at the house of the Heralds of the Gospel in the 
Guatemalan city of San José Pinula. The above photos offer views of the ceremonies of Holy Thursday (at left) and 
Easter Vigil (at right). There was also a processional Way of the Cross (at centre), in which about four hundred 
people participated.
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Dominican Republic – Large numbers of people have consecrated themselves to Mary Most Holy in this country; 
at left, one of the ceremonies held at the Heralds’ house in Santo Domingo. At right, annual pilgrimage of the 
Association to the Shrine of Our Lady of Altagracia, which took place on March 27.
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eeply missed by the collaborators of this Maga-
zine and the Heralds of the Gospel in general, on the 

20th of April, the Most Reverend Fr. Luis Alberto Blanco 
Cortés, EP, passed away at the age of fifty-nine, after al-
most a year of battling the cancer that took his life.

Born in the city of Zaragoza, Spain, at eighteen years 
of age he joined the numbers of the disciples of Dr. Plinio 
Corrêa de Oliveira from that Iberian nation, soon stand-
ing out for his dedication in the struggles of the Catholic 
Cause and for his communicative joy, springing from 
an intense faith cultivated at the feet of Our Lady of the 
Pillar.

Owing to his exceptional intellectual capacity, he col-
laborated directly with Dr. Plinio in the elaboration of sev-

Fr. Luis Alberto Blanco in the early years of his adherence to the Catholic Cause (at left); greeting the founder on the day of his ordination 
as a deacon (centre), and following his first Mass, with some of the collaborators of “Heralds of the Gospel” magazine (at right).

in memoriam

eral works, which enabled 
him to receive a solid forma-
tion from the future founder 
of the Heralds, then a layman, 
Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá 
Dias, with whom he always enjoyed 
great closeness and spiritual affinity.

Since the beginning of the Heralds of the Gospel maga-
zine’s creation, he has steadfastly devoted himself to its or-
ganization and administration, contributing in a decisive 
way to making the magazine what it is today.

Ordained a priest in 2016, he exercised his ministry 
with zeal, especially as a dedicated chaplain of the Heralds 
of the Gospel’s feminine sector. 

Fr. Luis Alberto Blanco, EPFr. Luis Alberto Blanco, EP 
Dedicated director of “Heralds of the Gospel”  Dedicated director of “Heralds of the Gospel”  

magazine and fervent priestmagazine and fervent priest
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First priest ordained  
in Oman

Oman is a small sultanate in the 
Arabian Peninsula, with a Muslim 
majority and a Catholic population of 
only 2%, which is approximately sixty 
thousand faithful. The authorities, 
however, allow them to run schools 
and meet for worship, and in the past 
the sultan has even contributed to the 
building of Christian churches and do-
nated an organ to the church in Mus-
cat, the capital.

This year, the Solemnity of the An-
nunciation of the Lord brought great 
joy to this Catholic community, which 
belongs to the Apostolic Vicariate of 
Southern Arabia, because on this date 
its first priestly ordination in history 
took place. 

The priest ordained was Fr. Dick-
son Eugene, who is from the Salesian 
Province of Bangalore, India, but has 
spent most of his life in Oman. Bish-
op Paul Hinder, OFM Cap, then Vic-
ar Apostolic of Southern Arabia and 
Vacant Seat Administrator of North-
ern Arabia, presided at the ceremony, 
which was held at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Parish in Muscat.

Authenticity of Holy Shroud 
confirmed once again 

After the debates triggered by the 
analyses of the Holy Shroud of Turin 
in 1988 using the controversial car-
bon-14 dating technique, the result 
of a new study was released on April 
11 and shines new light on the mat-
ter. The study was based on the in-

novative wide-angle X-ray scattering 
method, which indicates that the relic 
is approximately two thousand years 
old, a figure that corresponds to the 
date of the Death and Resurrection of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The study, which began in 2019, 
was headed by scientist Liberato De 
Caro, of the Institute of Crystallog-
raphy of the National Research Coun-
cil, Bari, in collaboration with Profes-
sor Giulio Fanti, of the University of 
Padua. The method used made it pos-
sible to examine the natural ageing of 
flax cellulose in a sample taken from 
the Holy Shroud.

crated by Russian soldiers, who de-
stroyed some images, among them 
a statue of Our Lady of Fatima, and 
looted liturgical objects, including a 
chalice used by John Paul II during 
his visit to the country in 2001.

Carmo Rodeia, director of the 
Communication Office of the Fatima 
Shrine, in Portugal, told Lusa Agency 
that the shrine wishes to offer a stat-
ue of the Virgin of Fatima to the sem-
inary to replace the one that was van-
dalized, in consideration of the brutal 
loss suffered by the community. 

Cameroon renews consecration to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Plagued by internal war for the last 
five years, Cameroon is at a critical 
moment in its history. For this reason, 
the Bishops of this African nation or-
ganized a national pilgrimage to the 
Marian Shrine of Marienberg, locat-
ed in the coastal region of Edéa, to 
pray for peace.

The pilgrimage began on Satur-
day April 23 with a prayer vigil, cul-
minating in the renewal of the conse-
cration of the country to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, during a solemn 
Eucharist presided by Biship Abra-
ham Boualo Kome, head of the Dio-
cese of Bafang and President of the 
Cameroon Bishops’ Conference, on 
Sunday morning.

Course for the perfection of 
liturgical music in Italy

COPERLIM, a course sponsored 
by the Pontifical Institute of Sacred 
Music in Rome, which for years has 
fostered the liturgical and musical 
formation of the Church in Italy, has 
been renewed and relaunched by the 
Italian Bishops’ Conference. Dedi-
cated to those who work in parishes 
or religious institutes, the course is 
also widely used by schools of sacred 
music throughout the country.

The new features presented in 
the teaching method include the cre-
ation of an online study module, 

Relics of St. Bernadette tour  
the United States

For the first time in history, the rel-
ics of St. Bernadette Soubirous, seer 
of Lourdes, left the European contin-
ent and crossed the Atlantic Ocean to 
travel across the vast territory of the 
United States. The pilgrimage is the 
fruit of a request made by the Arch-
bishop of Miami Thomas Gerard 
Wenski to the Lourdes Shrine.

The relics, preserved in a beautiful 
steeple-inspired reliquary, arrived at 
the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes 
in Miami on April 7. The pilgrim-
age will continue until August 4, with 
visits scheduled to thirty-two parish-
es in twenty-six dioceses throughout 
the country. 

Seminary is desecrated  
in Ukraine

Most Rev. Vitaliy Kryvytskyi, 
SDB, Bishop of Kyiv-Zhytomyr Dio-
cese, reported that the seminary of 
Vorzel, in the municipality of Irpin, 
outside Kiev, was invaded and dese-
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Rosary Rallies for Men  
on the Increase Worldwide

ot even inclement temper-
atures prevented men of faith 

from uniting to pray the Holy Ros-
ary for peace on April 2.

They belong to the Warsaw Men’s 
Rosary group – Męski Różaniec 
Warszawa –, which published some 
impressive images on its social net-
works that left Catholics around the 
world in awe: a processional Ros-
ary prayed in the streets of the Pol-

ish capital, under snowy and freez-
ing conditions, with a large framed 
picture of the Blessed Virgin being 
carried at the lead. 

Following their example, on 
April 23 the Plaza de la Villa in Ma-
drid was filled with men reciting 
the Marian prayer with marked fer-
vour. Their intention, according to 
the organization’s Spanish counter-
part, was to fulfil the will of Our 

in addition to classes on different 
topics that aim to deepen theoretic-
al and practical knowledge of music 
and the Liturgy.

Nun saves priest’s life  
in Nice

The scene of a religious terrorist 
attack in 2020, the city of Nice once 
again became the scene of violence 
this past April 24. This time the crim-
inal act targeted Polish priest Krzysz-
tof Rudzinski, aged fifty-seven, who 
was preparing to begin a Eucharistic 
Celebration in the Church of Saint-
Pierre-d’Arène. He was attacked by a 
French citizen, identified as Kevin R., 
who entered the church and stabbed 
him more than twenty times.

The priest’s life was saved by Sis-
ter Marie-Claude, seventy-two years 

old, who lunged at the attacker and, 
despite sustaining a wound to her 
forearm, wrenched the knife from his 
hands. Both religious received care at 
the local health centre. The assailant 
was arrested, manifesting psychiatric 
disorders.

est Salesian in the world, died on 
April 12, aged one hundred and sev-
en years.

Born in the Russian city of Kursk 
in 1914, Fr. Ladislaus made his reli-
gious profession as a Salesian in 1934 
and was ordained a priest in Warsaw 
in 1943. During the Second World 
War, he spent five years in the Nazi 
concentration camps.

Arriving in Brazil in 1968, he car-
ried out intense apostolic work in the 
State of São Paulo, both in the interior 
and in the capital. He received the St. 
Paul the Apostle medal, in the priest-
ly service category from the Archdio-
cese of São Paulo, in 2020. In the last 
years of his life, Fr. Ladislau’s mis-
sionary activity was highlighted by 
his constant availability for the min-
istry of Confession.

Lady, who has asked in different ap-
paritions that the Rosary be prayed 
to obtain salvation and peace in the 
world. 

Other countries where Rosary 
Rallies for Men are being organized 
include Ukraine, England, Ireland 
and the US. The organizers hope that 
this devotion becomes more com-
mon and spreads throughout the 
world.

Hundreds of members of the Rosary for Men pray on the “Plaza de la Villa” in Madrid (photo 1)  
and on the streets of Warsaw (photos 2 and 3)

1 2 3

Oldest Salesian in the world  
dies in São Paulo

Fr. Ladislau Klinicki, OSB, of the 
Santa Teresinha Salesian commun-
ity in São Paulo, considered the old-
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Lorena Mello

The Memoirs  
of a Grain of Wheat

D
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Story for Children... or for AdultS full of fAith?

ear friends, let me tell 
you the story of my life. 
My name is wheat, just 
like all the other count-

less members of my family.
It all started when I was a tiny seed: 

the sower lovingly planted me in an 
immense field and began to observe 
my growth. My first memories are of 
the kind labourer who took excellent 
care of me and my seed siblings.

But, believe me: our develop-
ment was not easy! There 
were times when we nearly 
drowned in torrential rains; 
and a terrible drought al-
most scorched us for good, 
on another occasion. Yet, 
through all these ordeals, 
our watchful farmer was 
there with us, sparing no 
effort to save us.

Time passed, and a much 
worse trial came upon us: we 
discovered that there were in-
truders among us. Yes, intrud-
ers! They were the dreaded 
tare weeds, who wanted to 
hinder our mission. One day, 
one of the tare spikes said to 
us threateningly:

“You wheatlings will never be-
come food! We tares have taken 
over this field, and we will ruin the 
crop!”

I replied indignantly:
“You are wrong! the good farm-

er will not allow such a thing; he will 

see who you are and put an end to 
your wicked plans.”

“Ha, ha, ha! How ignorant!” re-
torted the invader. “Can’t you see 
how identical we are? He won’t even 
notice us hiding among you.”

I could not understand this desire 
for destruction. So I asked:

“What is it that makes you so 
hostile?”

And I was horrified at his reply:
“Because we tares are envious 

of the love you receive from the 
farmer, and we despise him 
for giving it! That is why we 
will keep you from becom-
ing fully-grown and good 
for food.”

I didn’t know what to 
say. How could the farm-
er’s care for us stir up such 
hatred?

But it was during this 
conversation that I learn-
ed that our crop was des-
tined for human consump-
tion. How wonderful! This is 

what we were called to do: to 
nourish. 

However, I need to clari-
fy, my dear friends, that my 

This was the way I saw things in the past. But now, as I 
recount my life, I am aware that I was called to an infinitely 
higher mission!

We were gathered up, wheat and tares alike, and 
were carried off – where, we did not know
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view was somewhat limited in the 
past. Now, as I now recount my life, 
I am aware that I am called to carry 
out this mission in an infinitely high-
er way!

We were anxious for the farmer 
to notice the enemy invasion of the 
field. We prayed to Our Lady, beg-
ging for her unfailing help in that 
difficult situation. Whenever he vis-
ited us, he seemed not to perceive the 
presence of the tares. And so we con-
tinued to grow as best we could, feel-
ing constantly crowded out by those 
traitors in our midst. Finally, harvest 
time came.

On the appointed day, it was not 
the farmer who appeared, but one of 
his workers. This man was to be our 
reaper… Many of us wept, thinking 
that he might not be able to tell us 
apart from the tares. Yet, something 
inside me inspired words of confi-
dence and peace: “The farmer will 
save us!” Comforted by this idea, I 
tried to hearten the others with that 
certainty. Thanks to the interces-
sion of Holy Mary, all the plants took 
heart, and started bolstering each 
other’s hopes. Then, with a stroke of 
the scythe, we were cut off close to 
the earth.

We were gathered, wheat and tares 
alike, and carried to another place. 
There we found the good farmer wait-
ing for us! How glad we were to see the 
one on whom our salvation depended! 
And, to our great joy, he separated us 
from our enemies! They were cast into 
the fire, seething with rage at the ruin 
of their plans.

As for us, we were tied into sheaves 
and sent to another site. That was the 
last time we saw our sower and farm-
er. Though it pained us to leave him, 
we were content to know that his 
hopes for us had been crowned with 
success, and we were setting out to 
fulfil our purpose. 

They took us to a place where 
we had a lot to suffer. I thought the 
worst of our existence was over with 

than ever… Or, you could even say, we 
were one!

Before we knew it… we had be-
come bread! But a different sort of 
bread, very different from the com-
mon bread found in bakeries.

We spent a few days in great an-
ticipation. What was going to happen 
to us? I tell you, my friends, the pain 
of waiting is also an ordeal! Finally, 
a mysterious hand removed us from 
the container: it was a friar who was 
preparing everything that would be 
needed for Holy Mass!

It is at this very moment that I am 
writing you the story of my life. We 
are hosts destined for the Consecra-
tion! This is why we were sown. What 
an emotional moment! I can bare-
ly hold back my tears… Goodbye, 
friends!

*     *     *

Here the words of our pious grain 
of wheat end, and a different script, 
written in gold letters, carries on 
where he left off:

I am the Angel who watched over 
the wheat field and accompanied the 
development of this grain of wheat, 
whose story I wish to conclude.

When the priest said the words 
of Consecration, the wheat ceased 
to exist, leaving only its appearance. 
Still looking like the bread of the host, 
it became the Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. I 
continually protected those grains, so 
that they could one day be part of this 
sublime miracle of the Eucharist.

Just think, dear reader: something 
very much like this happens in hu-
man life. You may undergo count-
less difficulties and struggles, but al-
ways trust in the Lord God who creat-
ed you, and in Our Mother of Mercy. 
They have lofty plans for you. You 
are called to heroic holiness; there-
fore, never be discouraged, for a great 
reward lies in store for you, if you 
persevere until the end. 

reaping, but no: it was only begin-
ning! Strangers now threshed us and 
milled us into flour. My goodness, 
how painful that was! Then we were 
mixed with water, which transformed 
us into a snow-white batter.

We were poured into a large and 
strange-looking machine, where 
we were pressed between extreme-
ly hot plates until forming a series of 
smooth disks.

We spent an entire night stacked 
up, wondering what would become of 

us. The next morning, the same people 
who had operated yesterday’s machine 
took us to another piece of equipment, 
which steamed us thoroughly.

In the midst of that ordeal, with no 
explanation as to the reason behind 
this process, all we did was pray con-
tinuously to God.

After many long hours, we were 
quite damp. They then took us to a 
third machine that cut us into small-
er circles. It was all such a distressing 
procedure!

Finally, once we were dry and firm 
again, they stored us in a sealed con-
tainer. None of us knew what was hap-
pening. Only one fact consoled us: 
we were still all together, more united 

Before we knew it, we had  
become bread! But a different 

kind of bread…
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1. St. Justin, martyr (†c. 165 Rome).

Blessed John Baptist Sca-
labrini, bishop (†1905). Prelate 
of Piacenza, founder of the Sca-
labrinian Fathers and of the Mis-
sionary Sisters of St. Charles 
Borromeo.

2. Sts. Marcellinus and Peter, mar-
tyrs (†304 Rome).

St. Nicholas the Pilgrim 
(†1094). He travelled throughout 
the region of Apulia, Italy, carry-
ing a crucifix and ceaselessly in-
voking God’s forgiveness.

3. St. Charles Lwanga and twelve 
companions, martyrs (†1886 
Kampala - Uganda).

St. Conus, monk (†thirteenth 
century). Monk from the Con-
vent of Santa Maria de Cadossa in 
Lucania, Italy, who died at a very 
young age.

4. St. Filippo Smaldone, priest 
(†1923). Apostle of the deaf-mute 
and the blind, he founded the Con-
gregation of the Salesian Sisters of 
the Sacred Hearts in Lecce, Italy.

5. Solemnity of Pentecost.
St. Boniface, bishop and mar-

tyr (†754 Dokkum - Holland).
St. Franco, hermit (†twelfth 

century). He led a life of contem-
plation and penance in a narrow 
cave near Assergi, Italy.

6. Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
the Church.

St. Norbert, bishop (†1134 
Magdeburg - Germany).

Blessed William Greenwood, 
martyr (†1537). Carthusian monk, 
imprisoned during the reign of 
Henry VIII in England. He died 
of hunger and the diseases con-
tracted in prison.

7. Blessed Anne of St. Bartholo-
mew, virgin (†1626). Discalced 

Carmelite, disciple and confidant 
of St. Teresa of Avila; endowed 
with mystical gifts.

8. St. Bron (†c. 511) Disciple of 
St. Patrick and bishop of Cas-
sel-Irra (Ireland).

St. Mariam Thresia Chira-
mel Mankidiyan, virgin (†1926). 
Founded the Congregation of the 
Sisters of the Holy Family in Ker-
ala, India.

9. Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal 
High Priest (In UK).

St. Ephrem, deacon and Doc-
tor of the Church (†378 Edessa 
- Turkey).

St. Columba, abbot (†597). 
Great apostle of Ireland and Scot-
land, he founded Iona Abbey, 
which had more than forty mon-
asteries under its jurisdiction.

10. Blessed Eustachius Kugler, re-
ligious (†1946). Endowed with 
great virtue and organization-
al skills, he served as provincial 
for the Hospitaller Order of St. 
John of God and managed fifteen 
hospitals. 

11. St. Barnabas, Apostle.
Blessed Maria Schininà, vir-

gin (†1910). Of noble lineage, she 
renounced earthly goods to care 
for the sick, the abandoned and 
the poor. She founded the Congre-
gation of the Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Ragusa, Italy.

12. Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity.

Blessed Mercedes Maria de 
Jesus Molina, virgin (†1883). 
Founded the Institute of the Sis-
ters of St. Mariana of Jesus in 
Riobamba, Ecuador, to care for 
and educate poor girls.

13. St. Anthony of Padua, priest 
and Doctor of the Church (†1231 
Padua - Italy).

Blessed Marianna Biernacka, 
martyr (†1943). A widow who of-
fered herself to be arrested in place 
of her daughter-in-law who was 
about to give birth. She was shot in 
Naumowicze, Belarus. 

14. Blessed Francisca de Paula 
de Jesus (†1895). A descend-
ant of slaves in the State of Minas 
Gerais, Brazil, she was orphaned 
at the age of ten and dedicated her 
entire life to prayer and to serving 
those most in need.

15. Blessed Albertina Berken-
brock, virgin and martyr (†1931).  
Murdered at the age of twelve in 
São Luís, Brazil, heroically de-
fending her chastity.

16. St. Lutgardis, virgin (†1246). 
A religious favoured with ap-
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St. Columba -  
St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh
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paritions of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. She offered her life for the 
conversion of sinners, especial-
ly the Albigensian heretics of the 
Awirs region of Belgium.

17. St. Hypatius, abbot (†446). Liv-
ing an austere life with strict fasts, 
he settled in an abandoned mon-
astery in Chalcedon, Asia Minor, 
which he restored and turned into 
a flourishing community. 

18. St. Elizabeth, virgin (†1164). Su-
perior of the Benedictine monas-
tery of Schönau, Germany.

19. Solemnity of the Most Precious 
Body and Blood of Christ.

St. Romuald, abbot (†1027 
Marcas - Italy).

Blessed Michelina, widow 
(†1356). She entered the Francis-
can Third Order in Pesaro, Italy. 
She sold all her possessions, gave 
the money to the poor and dedi-
cated herself to a life of prayer.

20. Blessed Margaret Ball, mar-
tyr (†1584). Widow who sheltered 
persecuted priests in her home. 
She was denounced by her own 
son and subjected to torture in 
prison in Dublin, Ireland, where 
she died at almost 70 years of age.

21. St. Aloysius Gonzaga, religious 
(†1591 Rome).

St. Mewan, abbot (†sixth cen-
tury). Born in Wales, he retired to 
a forest in Brittany, and founded 
the monastery that bears his name 
today in the commune of Saint-
Meén-le-Grand, France.

22. St. Paulinus of Nola, bishop 
(†431 Nola - Italy). 

St. John Fisher, bishop, and 
St. Thomas More, martyrs 
(†1535 London).

St. Eusebius of Samosata, 
bishop and martyr (†379). He was 

slain when struck on the head 
with a tile thrown by an Arian 
woman while he was visiting the 
faithful in Dülük, Turkey.

23. Nativity of St. John the Baptist.
Blessed Marie of Oignies 

(†1213). While still young, with 
the approval of her husband, she 
renounced the world and dedicat-
ed herself to the works of mercy. 
She founded and directed the In-
stitute of the Beguines. 

24. Solemnity of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.

St. Gohardus, bishop and 
martyr (†843). Bishop of Nantes, 
France, killed along with many 
faithful by Norman invaders 
while celebrating a solemn Mass 
in the cathedral.

25. Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Blessed Marie Lhuillier, vir-
gin and martyr (†1794). A nun of 
the Sisters Hospitallers of Mercy 
beheaded during the French Revo-
lution, in Laval, for her fidelity to 
the Church and her religious vows.

26. 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Blessed Raymond Petin-

iaud de Jourgnac, priest and mar-
tyr (†1794). Detained, for being 
a priest, in inhumane conditions 
on a ship anchored in Rochefort, 
France, where he died covered with 
sores and tormented by vermin.

27. Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
St. Cyril of Alexandria, bish-

op and Doctor of the Church 
(†444 Alexandria - Egypt).

Blessed Louise-Thérèse Mon-
taignac de Chauvance, virgin 
(†1885). Foundress of the Pious 
Union of Oblates of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Montluçon, 
France.

28. St. Irenaeus, bishop and martyr 
(†c. 202 Lyons - France).

St. Vincentia Gerosa, virgin 
(†1847). Together with St. Bar-
tholomea Capitanio, she found-
ed the Institute of the Sisters of 
Charity in Lovera, Italy.

29. Solemnity of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, Apostles.

St. Emma, widow (†c. 1045). 
After the death of her husband, 
Count William of Sann, she dedi-
cated her fortune to the poor and 
the Church in Gurk, Austria.

30. First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church (†64 Rome).

St. Erentrude, abbess (†c. 718). 
Entrusted with the monastery of 
Nonnberg, Austria, by St. Ru-
pert, she introduced monastic rule 
and perfected the life of prayer, of 
which she was an example.
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Montaignac - Sacred Heart of 

Jesus Chapel,  
Montluçon (France)
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faint light inside the 
sacred enclosure invites 
us to intimacy with God, 
in recollection and pray-

er. It comes not from the large basil-
ica, but from an inviting side chap-
el where we find Jesus in the conse-
crated Host, exposed for adoration in 
the monstrance. 

The interior of the chapel is dim; 
only the Blessed Sacrament is illumin-
ated. Reverently, the Church raises her 
praises in the Gregorian hymn Adoro 
te devote: “Godhead here in hiding, 
whom I do adore / Masked by these 
bare shadows, shape and nothing more 
/ See, Lord, at Thy service low lies 
here a heart / Lost, all lost in wonder at 
the God Thou art.” 

The liturgical objects of the place 
harmonize with the ambience, each 
glorifying, in its own way, the “Liv-
ing Bread, the life of us,” as expressed 
in the centuries-old chant. Without 
wishing to draw attention away from 
the main focal point, which is Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, let us examine one 
of them.

Designed exclusively to display 
the Sacred Species during the time of 
adoration, the monstrance acts as an 
“honour guard” of the Eucharist, en-
shrining it upon a dignified pedestal to 
be beheld by the faithful, as they pour 
out acts of faith, love and confidence. 
For this sublime function, devotion 

has dictated the use of precious met-
als in the fabrication of monstrances 
– often fine gold or pure silver. Rep-
resentations of Angels or the twelve 
Apostles may adorn the piece, turn-
ing it into a real work of art! Precious 
stones certainly have their place, cele-
brating the King of the Universe with 
their beauty. 

We could further highlight the sun-
burst, or the lunette designed to hold 
the consecrated particle in place. How-
ever, I would like to emphasize the cir-
cular crystal whose transparency al-
lows our gaze to rest on the Sacred 
Host. It has a certain material dignity 
of its own, but its symbolism far ex-
ceeds any pecuniary value.

The crystal remains very close to 
the Sacramental Jesus, enclosing and 
protecting Him. It is indispensable to 
keep it always clean and translucent 
so that, under the veils of faith, the 
adorer may venerate the same Mes-
siah who, during His earthly life in 
Israel, healed the sick, consoled the 
downcast, strengthened the weak, 
raised the dead, chastised the wick-
ed, expelled demons, taught the truth, 
shed His Blood, destroyed death and 
redeemed humanity.

Our gaze typically passes through 
the crystal without noticing it. At 
most, a reflection of light on its sur-
face may remind us of its existence. 
But it is there to fulfil a purpose, not 

to be admired. It seeks no attention; 
its sole aim is to protect and display 
the Host while acts of worship are 
taking place.

Does this fact have any application 
to our spiritual life?

In one of her poems, St. Therese 
of the Child Jesus declared: “By your 
presence, I am a living monstrance.”1 
Indeed, those who are baptized and 
in the state of grace have God dwell-
ing and acting in their soul. In these 
conditions, like the polished crystal 
of the monstrance, they become mod-
els for their brethren in the Faith, re-
vealing Our Lord Jesus Christ through 
the good example of virtue. Since the 
Most High is at work within them, it is 
this same Author of good that others 
will see and glorify in them. 

Both in the Eucharist and in the 
soul of the just, we adore the hidden 
God. For this reason, our above-cited 
Eucharistic hymn ends with a con-
fident supplication: “O Jesu, whom 
I look at shrouded here below, I be-
seech Thee send me what I thirst for 
so / Some day to gaze on Thee face 
to face in light / And be blest for ever 
with Thy glory’s sight. Amen.” 

1 ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX. The Poetry 
of Saint Therese of Lisieux. Washington, 
DC: ICS, 1996, p.286.

Our gaze does not perceive the crystal of the monstrance, but Our gaze does not perceive the crystal of the monstrance, but 
passes through it to adore God hidden under the species of passes through it to adore God hidden under the species of 
bread. Does this fact have a higher symbolism?bread. Does this fact have a higher symbolism?
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The Blessed Sacrament exposed The Blessed Sacrament exposed 
for adoration in the chapel of the for adoration in the chapel of the 
Heralds of the Gospel’s house in Heralds of the Gospel’s house in 
Camarenilla (Spain)Camarenilla (Spain)
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Our Lady Queen of the 
Clergy - Church of  
St. Cecilia, São Paulo

y y Mother, when Jesus Mother, when Jesus 
was within your womb, was within your womb, 

you had countlessyou had countless things to say to  things to say to 
Him; consider, however, the tri-Him; consider, however, the tri-
fles Ifles I say at the moment when I  say at the moment when I 
receive Him in thereceive Him in the  BBlessed Eucha-lessed Eucha-
rist!rist!

Therefore, I implore You: speak Therefore, I implore You: speak 
for me, my Mother, and tell Him for me, my Mother, and tell Him 
what I would like to be able to what I would like to be able to 
say, but cannot. Adore Him as say, but cannot. Adore Him as 
I would like to adore Him; give I would like to adore Him; give 
Him the thanksgiving that I Him the thanksgiving that I 
would like to give; make acts of would like to give; make acts of 
reparation to Him for my sins reparation to Him for my sins 
and those of the whole world, and those of the whole world, 
with a fervour of reparation that with a fervour of reparation that 
I sadly lack.I sadly lack.

Mother, obtain for me and for Mother, obtain for me and for 
humanity all that we need to humanity all that we need to 
glorify You; because, my Mother, glorify You; because, my Mother, 
more than anything else I beseech more than anything else I beseech 
your glory, your Reign. Amen.your glory, your Reign. Amen.

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

Jo
ão

 P
au

lo
 R

od
rig

ue
s


