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The Cross, Symbol 
of Honour and 
Fearlessness
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Processional cross - Lumen Prophetæ 
House, Mairiporã (Brazil)

he Cross of Christ and the cross-
es that we carry for Him are al-

so symbols of our honour. This 
means receiving humiliation with 
our head held high, taking pride in it 
– and moreover, with a spirit of defi-
ance. In face of those who insult us, let us 
proclaim the supreme symbol of our Faith 
with even greater gusto and jubilation. This 
is entirely in accord with the idea of exalta-
tion: to manifest the glory of the Cross, with 
a dignity that quells the outrages that the adversaries 
seek to perpetrate against Christ.

Our Faith needs to be defended with a combative spirit 
and, thus, if someone insults the Cross in our presence, we 
should respond fearlessly and courageously. Not as one who 
vindicates his own honour, but as one who responds for the 
infinitely more precious honour of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and, in union with His, that of the Blessed Virgin. 

This is the lesson that the Cross gives us: to embrace 
suffering, sacrifice, holocaust, in an act of man’s fidelity to 
his own vocation. This fidelity not only signifies a life-long 
battle for the triumph of the Catholic Faith and the eleva-
tion of the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ above all things, 
but also victory in our interior combats.

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira
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Our readers Write
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“A MessAge Received with 
Love And devotion”

I give thanks to God, who mani-
fests and reveals Himself to the little 
ones! I greatly admire the life of Dr. 
Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira, who teaches 
us the message of the Virgin of Fatima, 
as we read in the article A Message 
Received with Love and Devotion, in 
the May edition. How much harm sin 
does! I know that I must establish this 
order within myself, in order to radiate 
it to others, because the Kingdom of 
God begins in the heart, in my heart! 
I see that the life of Dr. Plinio is the 
continuation of the voice of those holy 
children, so that we would have faith 
in the prompt coming of this promised 
Reign. I saw it as something distant, 
but after reading this article I realized 
that I must turn away from sin, so that 
the Sacred Hearts reign in me.

Antonia Pérez Santana 
Via revista.arautos.org

ReAding thAt tRAnspoRts 
to heAven

The Heralds of the Gospel maga-
zine is delightful! I await its arrival to 
“devour it hot off the press” because it 
transports me to Heaven. And I “de-
vour” the whole thing! Then I lend 
it to my neighbours so that they too 
may benefit from this good reading 
material.

Esther S. Cortez 
Los Angeles – United States

AcknowLedgeMent fRoM A 
devotee of donA LuciLiA

Thank you for sending me Heralds 
of the Gospel magazine. After read-
ing it, I share it with others, and your 
articles have been greatly praised. It 
is a form of apostolate.

I am very devoted to Dona Lucilla; 
she has granted me many graces. As 
Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias 
says, “her life excelled for the kind-
ness, the goodness, and the affection 
she showed, the love of God above all 
things and love of her neighbour as 
herself.” Many, many thanks for help-
ing me to grow in my spiritual life.

Ana Maria Pais Lopes 
Porto – Portugal

gRAces to fRee us fRoM 
distoRted pRincipLes

Reading the article Sacred Slavery 
of Love, published in May, we see that 
God has His particular designs for 
every epoch. In such an individual-
istic age as ours, in which people are 
slaves to their own opinion, Our Lord 
offers us a voluntary slavery, so that 
we free may ourselves from these dis-
torted principles and trust Him com-
pletely. These are our times… these 
are the graces reserved for us!

Jessé Lacerda 
Via revista.arautos.org

ARticLes used in cLAssRooM

The article: The Promise of Abra-
ham in the Hands of a Woman is phe-
nomenal. I always use the texts pub-
lished in the magazine in my classes, 
and they provide a wealth of teaching!

Cássia Ceole 
Via revista.arautos.org

the MysteRy thAt chAnged 
the Life of A queen

My thanks for the magnificent arti-
cle When Heroism Vanquished Friv-
olity, by Fábio Ricardo Soares, about 
the historical figure Marie Antoinette. 
It helps us see how suffering and the 
mystery of the cross in the trajectory 
of this queen made her change her 
life, becoming a heroine and martyr. 
Without all the crosses that befell her, 
Marie Antoinette would never have 
overcome that frivolity and tendency 

to worldliness, nor would she have 
drank, – as Dr. Plinio wisely says in 
the first speech of his life, of which he 
choose her as the theme – with admir-
able Christian resignation, the bitter 
draughts of the immense chalice of 
gall with which Divine Providence 
chose to glorify her.

Fé Colao García 
Via revistacatolica.org

donA LuciLiA’s heLp 
foR ALL who Ask

I am Catholic and have been a de-
votee of Our Lady of Fatima and Our 
Lady of the Immaculate Conception 
for many years. I have been ill and 
under medical treatment for around 
three years, with moderate improve-
ment. But I always dream about Dona 
Lucilia, and I would like to obtain 
help from our Almighty God through 
her intercession, since I see from the 
magazine, of which I am a subscrib-
er, how she has helped everyone who 
asks her. This request of mine to her, 
to help me, is sufficient for me.

Etheovaldo Barbosa da Cruz 
Belo Horizonte – Brazil

exAMpLe of pRAyeR And penAnce

After reading the article on Bless-
ed Humbeline of Jully, To Love Is to 
Serve… Always Smiling! I thought: we 
are all made of clay, the vast majority 
of us, of poor clay! To perfect our-
selves, two things are necessary: pray-
er and penance. These two gifts freely 
given by God complete each other and 
bring us closer to one another in char-
ity; charity never ends and it is in char-
ity that we obtain salvation. It is the 
greatest good that we can attain and it 
is for this that God created us, so that 
one day we may contemplate Him in 
His glory. To get there, let us embrace 
our daily cross in our lives.

Emilio Oliveira 
Via revista.arautos.org
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Editorial

he Book of Job expresses a reality that we live every day: “Militia est vita hom-
inis super terram – The life of man upon earth is a warfare” (7:1).

This daily struggle is a reflection of the prœlium magnum in Heaven, be-
tween St. Michael’s army and the insurgent angels. Under the standard of the Lord, 
the Holy Archangel proclaimed the divine magnificence: “Quis ut Deus? – Who is 
like unto God?”; under the standard of darkness, Lucifer exhaled revolt and insub-
ordination, “Non serviam! – I will not serve!”

This antagonism, however, did not end with the precipitation of the evil angels 
into the infernal abyss; it was carried over into earthly life, as a continuation and 
consummation. Indeed, the Apostle asserts that “For we are not contending against 
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world 
rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heav-
enly places” (Eph 6:12).

For St. Thomas Aquinas (cf. Summa Theologiæ, I, q.114, a.1), this struggle has its 
origin in the evil of the devil who “has sinned from the beginning” (1 Jn 3:8); never-
theless, the ordination of things to their ultimate end comes from God, who knows 
how to permit evil so as to draw good from it. From a merely human perspective, the 
significance of these divine mysteries remains hidden.

In this sense, Christ’s mission on earth was a great reconquest. At every moment 
Jesus fought against diabolical activity, whether in the form of temptations, vexa-
tions or possessions. This crusade against the devil constituted the very essence of 
His mission: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with Him” (Acts 10:38). 

However, although the Redemption was a great setback for the spirits of darkness, 
they persist in their task of tempting the children of light. The good Angels, on the 
other hand, are literally “on guard” to help us in our battle against the “prince of this 
world” (Jn 16:11).

The devil’s weapons are well known, as are his allies: the world and the flesh. More-
over, his tactical resources, such as surprise and dissimulation, have already been scru-
tinized and have become timeworn; in fact, he often disguises himself as an “angel 
of light” (2 Cor 11:14). These artifices are available to any army; however, only the 
children of light can make use of what no human power can offer, namely, grace.

This is the secret of victory: union with Her who is “full of grace” (Lk 1:28). Now, 
if the core of the demons’ revolt is summed up in the revolutionary attitude of “non 
serviam”, the counter-revolution of the good can only be distinguished by detached 
service, by the “serviam”, in imitation of Mary Most Holy, “the handmaid of the 
Lord” (Lk 1:38).

Accordingly, there is no act more exorcistic than to consecrate oneself as a slave to 
Incarnate Wisdom through the hands of the Queen of Angels, for She, through her off-
spring, will definitively crush the head of the Serpent (cf. Gn 3:15). Then these “apos-
tles of the latter times”, united with the Angels and the Saints, will proclaim with one 
voice: “Who is like unto Mary?” 

The SecreT of  
The Angelic VicTory

Detail of “The 
Final Judgement”, 
by Fra Angelico -  
San Marco 
Museum,  
Florence (Italy)

Photo: Reproduction
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Because they are 
always with God, 
the Angels can 
also be very close 
to man, opening 
communication 
between Heaven 
to earth

God’s Ambassadors,  
Models for Men

W
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The Voice of The PoPes

We human beings must also return to being angels to one 
another – angels who turn people away from erroneous 

ways and direct them always, ever anew, to God.

hat is an Angel? 
Sacred Scripture and 
the Church’s tradition 
enable us to discern 

two aspects. On the one hand, the 
Angel is a creature who stands be-
fore God, oriented to God with his 
whole being. All three names of 
the Archangels [Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael] end with the word El, 
which means God. God is inscribed 
in their names, in their nature. Their 
true nature is existing in His sight 
and for Him. 

In this very way the second aspect 
that characterizes Angels is also ex-
plained: they are God’s messengers. 
They bring God to men; they open 
Heaven and thus open earth. Precise-
ly because they are with God, they 
can also be very close to man.

Indeed, God is closer to each one 
of us than we ourselves are. The An-
gels speak to man of what constitutes 
his true being, of what in his life is 
so often concealed and buried. They 
bring him back to himself, touching 
him on God’s behalf. In this sense, 
we human beings must also always 
return to being angels to one another 
– angels who turn people away from 
erroneous ways and direct them al-
ways, ever anew, to God. […]

dom and, therefore, that we must rid 
ourselves of Him.

However, the dragon not only ac-
cuses God. The Book of Revelation 
also calls it “the accuser of our breth-
ren…, who accuses them day and 
night before our God” (12:10). Those 
who cast God aside do not make man 
great but divest him of his dignity. 
Man then becomes a failed product of 
evolution. Those who accuse God also 
accuse man. Faith in God defends man 
in all his frailty and short-comings: 
God’s brightness shines on every indi-
vidual. […]

Gabriel: discover of hearts

We meet the Archangel Gabriel 
especially in the precious account of 
the annunciation to Mary of the In-
carnation of God, as Luke tells it to us 
(1: 26-38). Gabriel is the messenger 
of God’s Incarnation. He knocks at 
Mary’s door and, through him, God 
Himself asks Mary for her “yes” to 
the proposal to become the Mother of 
the Redeemer: of giving her human 
flesh to the eternal Word of God, to 
the Son of God.

The Lord knocks again and again 
at the door of the human heart. In the 
Book of Revelation He says to the 
“angel” of the Church of Laodicea 

Michael: defender of God’s cause
All this becomes even clearer if we 

now look at the figures of the three 
Archangels whose Feast the Church 
celebrates today. First of all there 
is Michael. We find him in Sacred 
Scripture above all in the Book of 
Daniel, in the Letter of the Apostle 
St. Jude Thaddeus and in the Book 
of Revelation. […] He defends the 
cause of God’s oneness against the 
presumption of the dragon, the “an-
cient serpent”, as John calls it. The 
serpent’s continuous effort is to make 
men believe that God must disappear 
so that they themselves may become 
important; that God impedes our free-

Contents  Contents



Taking the example 
of the Archangels, 
we must be defenders 
of God’s cause, 
heralds of faith 
and instruments of 
spiritual healing
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and, through him, to the people of all 
times: “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock; if any one hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him 
and eat with him, and he with Me” 
(3:20). The Lord is at the door – at the 
door of the world and at the door of 
every individual heart. He knocks to 
be let in: the Incarnation of God, His 
taking flesh, must continue until the 
end of time. All must be reunited in 
Christ in one body: the great hymns 
on Christ in the Letters to the Ephe-
sians and to the Colossians tell us this. 
Christ knocks.

Today too He needs people who, 
so to speak, make their own flesh 
available to Him, give Him the mat-
ter of the world and of their lives, 
thus serving the unification be-
tween God and the world, until the 
reconciliation of the universe. Dear 
friends, it is your task to knock at 
people’s hearts in Christ’s Name. By 
entering into union with Christ your-
selves, you will also be able to as-
sume Gabriel’s role: to bring Christ’s 
call to men.

Raphael: balsam for 
the wounds of sin

St. Raphael is presented to us, above 
all in the Book of Tobit, as the Angel to 
whom is entrusted the task of healing. 
When Jesus sends His disciples out 

on a mission, the task of proclaim-
ing the Gospel is always linked with 
that of healing. The Good Samaritan, 
in accepting and healing the injured 
person lying by the wayside, becomes 
without words a witness of God’s love. 
We are all this injured man, in need of 
being healed. Proclaiming the Gospel 
itself already means healing in itself, 
because man is in need of truth and 
love above all things.

The Book of Tobit refers to two of 
the Archangel Raphael’s emblematic 
tasks of healing. He heals the dis-
turbed communion between man and 
woman. He heals their love. He drives 
out the demons who over and over 
again exhaust and destroy their love. 
He purifies the atmosphere between 
the two and gives them the ability to 
accept each other for ever. […]

Secondly, the Book of Tobit speaks 
of the healing of sightless eyes. We all 
know how threatened we are today 
by blindness to God. How great is the 
danger that, with all we know of ma-
terial things and can do with them, we 
become blind to God’s light.

Healing this blindness through the 
message of faith and the witness of 
love is Raphael’s service, entrusted 
day after day to the priest and in a 
special way to the Bishop. Thus, we 
are prompted spontaneously also to 
think of the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, the Sacrament of Penance which 
in the deepest sense of the word is a 
Sacrament of healing. The real wound 
in the soul, in fact, the reason for all 
our other injuries, is sin. And only if 
forgiveness exists, by virtue of God’s 
power, by virtue of Christ’s love, can 
we be healed, can we be redeemed. 

Excerpts from: BENEDICT XVI.  
Homily on the Feast of  

the Archangels Michael, Gabriel  
and Raphael, 29/9/2007

St. Michael the Archangel - 
Castelo Sant’Angelo, Rome

Contents  Contents
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“St. Michael and St. Bartholomew”, by 
Giovanni di Marco - Fine Arts Museum, 
Dijon (France); following page, details 
from the frescoes of Giotto - Cappella degli 
Scrovegni, Padua (Italy)
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a  Gospel  A
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to-
ward Him and said of him, “Here 
is a true child of Israel. There is no 
duplicity in him.” 48 Nathanael said 
to Him, “How do You know me?” 
Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Before Philip called you, I saw 
you under the fig tree.” 49 Nathan-
ael answered Him, “Rabbi, You 
are the Son of God; You are the 
King of Israel.” 50 Jesus answered 
and said to him, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than this.” 51 And 
He said to him, “Amen, amen, 
I say to you, you will see Heav-
en opened and the Angels of God 
ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man” (Jn 1:47-51).

Contents  Contents
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Gospel Commentary – Feast oF st. miChael, st. Gabriel and  
st. raphael, arChanGels

The “Prœlium Magnum”  
of History

The Book of Revelation vividly describes the battle waged  
in Heaven between the faithful and the apostate angels. Far 
from ending there, this struggle has continued on earth 
throughout history, and has reached a climax today.

I – Angels And Men: Two 
Closed soCIeTIes?

The feast of the three Archangels brings to our 
minds the splendour of the celestial spirits, their 
prodigious excellence and purity, as well as their 
incalculable strength and power. The Creator of 
all things was pleased to adorn the universe with 
myriads of Angels, in order to present it to us per-
fect, admirable and resplendent. Just as it is im-
possible to count the stars of the firmament and 
the grains of sand of the seashore, so it is impos-
sible for us to calculate the vastness of the angelic 
militia, which surpasses all human consideration. 
Based on patristic tradition, St. Thomas Aquinas1 
establishes the numerical superiority of Angels 
over men in the proportion of ninety-nine to one. 

But this is only the quantitative inequality be-
tween Angles and men; much greater is the dis-
parity between their nature and ours. When we 
analyse the distance existing between the angelic 
and the human world, we perceive the unattainable 
height from which the former overlooks the latter. 

Harmonic superiority of the angelic world

In direct contact with the angelic world, a poor 
mortal who was not sustained by divine grace 
would feel almost annihilated; such is the su-
premacy of the celestial spirits. Although men are 
of a rational nature, the fact that their souls are 
united to bodies makes their nature quite modest 

in comparison with those diaphanous ambassa-
dors of the Lord. 

Various Old Testament episodes remind us of 
the holy fear that the Israelites felt at the sight of 
a divine messenger, thinking that, after having 
seen one, death was surely at hand (cf. Jgs 6:22; 
13:22; Lk 1:12). And the overwhelming impact 
that the vision of the Angel of Peace had on the 
shepherd children of Fatima at the beginning of 
the twentieth century shows that the reasons for 
this feeling are just as real today.

Nevertheless, God rules everything with a 
gentle wisdom and, while He has established a 
hierarchy among His creatures, He has also har-
monized these two societies, so divergent from a 
natural point of view, by granting the gift of grace 
to both Angels and men. Through it, both categor-
ies of beings enjoy the condition of divine filiation. 
Thus, although the pure spirits by their dazzling 
intelligence and indomitable will greatly tran-
scend the poor insights and weak resolutions of the 
children of Adam, their common participation in 
the life of God makes them our brothers, closely 
united to us in the love of the same Father.

The role of Angels in human history

Angels have been dedicated to guarding, en-
lightening and governing men throughout the cen-
turies, acting as true ministers of the Most High, 
in order to prevent them from going astray during 

õ Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

God adorned 
the universe 
with myriads 
of Angels,  
so that 
it would 
shine with 
the utmost 
perfection
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Like older 
brothers and 
loyal friends, 
the Angels 
enlighten, 
guard and 
guide us, 
uniting 
themselves to 
us in the fight 
against evil

their pilgrimage through this vale of tears and to 
help them attain eternal life. The heavenly spirits, 
after passing the trial to which the Sovereign King 
of the universe submitted them, enjoy the vision 
of God (cf. Mt 18:10) and remain stable as a rock 
in their adherence to every form of good. For this 
reason, like older brothers and loyal friends, they 
strive only to give the greatest possible glory to 
their Lord by leading their charges to Paradise. 

The close relationship existing between these 
two diverse but intimately intertwined worlds is 
richly related in Sacred Scripture. We could recall 
in this regard the exploits of 
St. Raphael and Tobias (cf. Tb 
6-12), or the apparitions of the 
Archangel Gabriel to certain 
righteous men, culminating in 
his sublime colloquy with the 
Virgin of virgins (cf. Dn 8:15-
16; 9:21; Lk 1:19,26). More-
over, the Angels are respon-
sible for the heavenly liturgy, 
as is described in various bib-
lical passages (cf. Gn 28:12; 
Is 6:2-4; Ez 10; Dn 7:10; Rv 
8:3-4). For this reason, Church 
Tradition considers the recita-
tion of psalms and hymns to 
the glory of God as an angel-
ic office, by means of which 
men unite with pure spirits in 
a single praise of the Creator. 
The role of Guardian Angels in the sanctification 
of their subjects also occupies a primordial place 
in Catholic piety, based on solid theological con-
clusions brought to perfection by the wisdom of 
St. Thomas.

However, there is an aspect of this fruitful re-
lationship that is not often emphasized, which 
consists in the coalition of the blessed Angels and 
faithful men in the struggle against the mystery of 
evil that unfolds in the course of history. This as-
pect is related to the sacral, combative and exorcis-
tic cry of the Prince of the Heavenly Militia: “Quis 
ut Deus? – Who is like unto God?” 

The Apocalypse, in symbolic and mysterious 
language, portrays it thus: “Now war arose in 
Heaven, Michael and his Angels fighting against 
the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 
but they were defeated and there was no longer 
any place for them in Heaven. And the great drag-
on was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who 

is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the 
whole world – he was thrown down to the earth, 
and his angels were thrown down with him. […] 
Then the dragon was angry with the Woman, and 
went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, 
on those who keep the Commandments of God 
and bear testimony to Jesus” (12:7-9, 17).

Because Satan was expelled by St. Michael 
from the presence of the Lord of hosts and cast 
down to earth, a new battlefield was opening. 

Angels and men: just one army of the Lord

After the terrible and 
fierce war waged in Ce-
lestial Paradise was won, 
the dispute no longer con-
sisted of a fulminating 
duel between pure spirits. 
Men had entered the fray, 
seduced at first by the 
tempter, but helped over 
the centuries by divine 
mercy, which culminated 
in the work of Redemption 
carried out by Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The curse 
pronounced by God the 
Father against the Serpent 
established an irreconcil-
able enmity between the 
race of the devil and the 
race of the Woman, un-

leashing a bitter and mortal conflict that will only 
end at the Last Judgement. 

So beautiful, so profitable and so glorious is this 
war that the Son of God Incarnate Himself entered 
it as an invincible General. His principal weapon 
consists in His filial and loving obedience to the 
will of the Father, manifested in the Sacrifice of 
the Cross. Our Lord is the King of Heaven and 
earth, the Absolute Lord whom the Angels, rever-
ent and full of awe, adore and serve. He, therefore, 
heads the hosts of the good, composed of the ce-
lestial spirits and righteous men. Satan, as we have 
seen, is the head of the demons and their followers, 
recruited also from among the children of Eve. 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, in one of the most 
archetypical steps of his spiritual retreat, pre-
sents the meditation on the two standards, that 
is, of the two armies facing each other until the 
consummation of the ages. As a composition of 
place, he proposes “to see a great field of all that 

St. Michael combats the Dragon, “Les Très 
riches heures du Duc de Berry” - Chantilly 

Castle (France)
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The Son of 
God Himself 
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battle as an 
invincible 
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the hosts of 
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composed 
of men and 
celestial 
spirits

region of Jerusalem, where the supreme Com-
mander-in-chief of the good is Christ Our Lord; 
and another field in the region of Babylon, where 
the chief of the enemy is Lucifer.”2 

The holy founder suggests that we picture the 
devil seated on a chair of fire and smoke, with a 
horrible and frightful figure. In contrast, he rec-
ommends that we conceive the image of the “su-
preme and true Captain, who is Christ Our Lord.”3 
The former, with the cry “I will not serve” (Jer 
2:20) and “I will make myself like the Most High” 
(Is 14:14), seeks to dethrone God. For His part, the 
Divine Knight, mounted on a white steed (cf. Rv 
19:11), fights with overpowering strength to re-
store to the Father the glory due to Him. 

How does this struggle unfold? What will be its 
outcome? These are timely questions that are worth 
clarifying on the feast of the three Archangels. 

II – The InITIAl RAdIAnCe 
of A JusT soul

The Gospel chosen by Holy Church for today’s 
Liturgy falls at the end of the first chapter of St. 
John. Our Lord establishes the first contacts with 
His future disciples, who belong to the circle of 
followers of the Precursor. Nathanael stands out 
among them. It is of him that Jesus utters the nob-
lest praise. 

Nathanael’s primordial light
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him 
and said of him, “Here is a true child of Is-
rael. There is no duplicity in him.” 

Our Lord’s discernment of spirits is absolute. 
With a penetrating and infallible gaze He knows 
the hearts of men most perfectly, and He per-
ceives more than anyone else what aspect of the 
infinite truth, goodness and beauty of God each 
one is uniquely called to represent. This is why 
when He sees Nathanael He says: “Here is a true 
child of Israel. There is no duplicity in him.” 

If we consider that Jesus would say of Himself 
that He is the Truth, and that His fiercest battle 
against the Pharisees was fought because of their 
crass hypocrisy, how can we fail to appreciate the 
praise given to the new disciple, who approaches 
in the expectation of meeting the Saviour of Israel? 
It seems likely that the Redeemer intended to point 
out Nathanael’s primordial light in order to stimu-
late him on his specific path of sanctification.  

A robust faith at the outset of the vocation
48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You 
know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Before Philip called you, I saw you under 
the fig tree.” 49Nathanael answered Him, 
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are 
the King of Israel.” 

Nathanael felt profoundly understood. No 
one had ever explained the depths of his virtu-
ous personality so concisely and clearly. Yes, he 
was in fact an upright person, and only Our Lord 
had sensed this so accurately, without even dir-
ectly knowing him. Jesus had seen him from a 
distance, supernaturally, while the future Apos-
tle was under the fig tree praying or reflecting 
on private matters, never revealed to others. Per-
haps Nathanael was thinking of the falsehood of 
the Pharisees and the evil of hypocrisy, deeply 
troubled as he contemplated the crisis of the Heb-
rew elites. 

What is certain is that discovering that the 
Master knew and loved him in this way opened 
the disciple’s heart to the grace of faith, which he 
received with exceptional intensity: “Rabbi, You 
are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” 
St. Peter would make such a confession later, af-
ter having witnessed resounding miracles and 
heard wonderful doctrines; Nathanael, however, 
on first contact soared to the divinity of the Lord 
and proclaimed it with conviction. 

The reward of those who believe
50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than this.” 

It is difficult to imagine the consolation Na-
thanael experienced on hearing these words from 
the Master. The Almighty never lets Himself 
be outdone in generosity! Our Lord praises the 
promptness of Nathanael’s faith, who proclaims 
Him Son of God and King of Israel only because 
he has experienced the depth and the extraordin-
ary character of His discernment, and He promises 
him: “You will see greater things than this.” 

Indeed, the Lord gives Himself entirely to 
those who give themselves entirely to Him. The 
disciple’s magnanimity and confidence were re-
warded with unexpected largesse: the promise 
of Heaven, of the direct vision of God, which on 
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Jesus is also 
Lord of the 
Angels. The 
glorious 
outcome of 
the “prœlium 
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won by His 
divine power

earth we can already possess in some 
way through the virtue of hope.  

The King of Angels
51And He said to him, 
“Amen, amen, I say to 
you, you will see Heav-
en opened and the An-
gels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of 
Man.” 

Our Lord makes a clear allu-
sion to the patriarch Jacob’s dream 
at Bethel (cf. Gn 28:10-19). During 
his evening rest, Jacob saw a 
ladder resting on the ground that 
reached up to Heaven. Angels 
were ascending and descending 
it, while Yahweh stood above, from where He sol-
emnly renewed the promises made to Abraham. 
Jacob was greatly impressed by the vision and 
called that place “the house of God” and “the gate 
of Heaven”. 

This supernatural manifestation emphasized 
the absolute sovereignty of the Divine Artist over 
all creation, including the heavenly spirits. By 
applying the Patriarch’s vision to Himself, the 
Saviour points to the splendour of His divinity, 
identical to that of the Father. Jesus is also Lord of 
the Angels, in all things superior to them, as St. 
Paul will teach in the famous passage from the 
Epistle to the Hebrews: “[He is] as much superior 
to Angels as the name He has obtained is more 
excellent than theirs. For to what Angel did God 
ever say, ‘Thou art my Son, today I have begotten 
Thee’? Or again, ‘I will be to Him a Father, and 
He shall be to Me a Son’? And again, when He 
brings the first-born into the world, He says, ‘Let 
all God’s Angels worship Him” (1:4-6). 

Jesus wants to reinforce Nathanael’s faith and, 
to this end, promises him that he will witness the 
clear, grand and supreme revelation of His divine 
personality. He is one with the Father and therefore 
Lord of the universe. This ascendancy of Christ 
over the Holy Angels explains the fact that He ac-
companied the prœlium magnum of Heaven, even 
before the Incarnation took place. Thus the Gospel 
of St. Luke confirms: “The seventy returned with 
joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject 
to us in Your name!’ And He said to them, ‘I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from Heaven’” (10:17-18). 

Our Lord, as the eternal and uncreat-
ed Word of God, not only witnessed 
Lucifer’s downfall, but, as Supreme 
Judge, condemned him forever 
along with the band of rebellious 
angels defeated by St. Michael 
and his magnificent cohorts. The 
glorious outcome of the prœlium 

magnum was determined de-
finitively by His infinite power. 

Nevertheless, the devil’s defeat 
did not stop him from acting al-
together. In Heaven there was no 

longer room for him, it is true, but, 
as we have considered previously, 

a new prœlium magnum was be-
ginning on earth, with the  hu-
man race as its protagonist. 

The Church, although victor-
ious and sharing in the glory of the Resurrection 
of her Head, as St. John prophesies in the Book of 
Revelation (cf. Rv 21:9-27), would be persecuted, 
harassed and cruelly infiltrated by the snares of 
the devil and his followers down the centuries. But 
she would manifest the strength of her Founder’ 
divinity by purging, attacking and resisting the as-
saults waged by the legions of iniquity. 

III – Angels And Men 
unITed by sACRed bonds

The Apostle of the Gentiles compares the 
Christian to a soldier: “You then, my son, be 
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus […] 
Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who 
enlisted him” (2 Tm 2:1, 3-4). It appears logical, 
therefore, that every baptized person should seek 
to know what his own role is in the fight against 
evil and what spiritual weapons should be used. 
On the other hand, we should also have a detailed 
knowledge of the role of the extraordinary allies 
Heaven has given us: “For He will give His An-
gels charge of you to guard you in all your ways” 
(Ps 91:11). 

The fact is that the power of the heavenly spir-
its is far superior to human strength. One of them 
was enough to execute every first-born in Egypt 
without exception (cf. Ex 12:30; Heb 11:28). An-
other, during the reign of Hezekiah, slew one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand of Sennach-

Christ with Seraphim, by Lorenzo  
Monaco - Gemäldegalerie, Berlin
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erib’s soldiers in one night (cf. 2 Kgs 19:35). A 
third Angel protected the three young men whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had condemned to be burned 
alive in the fiery furnace (cf. Dn 3:49-50). St. 
Peter was also freed from the hands of Herod by 
the intervention of an Angel, who loosened his 
chains and miraculously opened the doors of the 
prison where he was being held (cf. Acts 12:7-10). 
There are countless similar and no less extra-
ordinary events in Sacred Scripture and in the 
lives of the Saints. 

God, in His wisdom, having given permission 
to the demons to tempt, infest and assail the chil-
dren of light, sent the angelic spirits to wage war 
for the Holy Church, so as to cooperate with hu-
manity in establishing the Kingdom of God. In 
this way, the prœlium magnum on earth 
will conclude with a resounding 
victory of the army of the good, 
which fights under the orders 
of the Divine General. 

In our spiritual 
battles, let us fight 
with the Angels!

An episode from the 
Old Testament can help 
us to understand how 
beneficial and inspiring the 
presence of the Angels can 
be for the Lord’s holy militia. 
It took place during a battle of 
the Maccabees against Lys-
ias, a relative of King Antio-
chus, who wanted to conquer 
Jerusalem in order to dese-
crate it by leading an imposing and frightening 
army against it. 

The Jews, with tears and supplications, ob-
tained that God send them a heavenly knight to 
accompany the soldiers in battle. The result was 
impressive: “Maccabeus himself was the first to 
take up arms, and he urged the others to risk their 
lives with him to aid their brethren. Then they 
eagerly rushed off together. And there, while they 
were still near Jerusalem, a horseman appeared 
at their head, clothed in white and brandishing 
weapons of gold. And they all together praised 
the merciful God, and were strengthened in 
heart, ready to assail not only men but the wildest 
beasts or walls of iron. They advanced in battle 
order, having their heavenly ally, for the Lord 

had mercy on them. They hurled themselves like 
lions against the enemy, and slew eleven thou-
sand of them and sixteen hundred horsemen, and 
forced all the rest to flee. Most of them got away 
stripped and wounded, and Lysias himself es-
caped by disgraceful flight” (2 Mc 11:7-12).

The feast of the glorious Archangels St. Mi-
chael, St. Gabriel and St. Raphael is therefore an 
opportune occasion for every soldier of Christ, in 
union with Holy Mother Church, to have recourse 
to the aid of the heavenly militia. Encouraged by 
the angelic action and united under the standard 
of the Cross, the army of the good – fearless, cour-
ageous and full of faith – will face the arrogant 
forces of the adversary who, like a new Goliath, 
will succumb in tremendous humiliation.

The angelic chivalry will fight together 
with the hosts of the just. Thus, An-

gels and men, strengthening the 
sacred bonds that unite them, 

will strike the most terrible 
blow in history against the 
infernal enemy, who ex-
tends his offensive over 
the whole earth, like an 
enormous and sinister 
web. With God made 

Man as King and Gen-
eral, who will be able to 

defeat this blessed army in 
which the celestial spirits and 
the children of light fight side 
by side against the devil and 
his cohorts? 

The triumph of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary 

prophesied in Fatima will be the most beautiful 
victory obtained in the combat between good and 
evil. Let us implore the help of the Angels, ask-
ing the princes of the heavenly militia to descend 
with their legions to fight in our favour. In this 
way we will be able to offer our Queen the crown 
of greatest splendour, the most resounding glory 
and the long-awaited reconquest. 

The victory of St. Michael in Siponto over 
the barbarian invaders, by Luís Borrassà - 

Art Museum of Gerona (Spain)

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
Le

ca
ro

s

1 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. Super Matthæum, 
c.XVIII, lect.2; Catena Aurea. In Lucam, c.XV, v.1-7.

2 ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA. Exercícios espirituais, 
n.138.

3 Idem, n.143.
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erhaps Angels are not as we 
imagine them to be. Sever-
al centuries of sentimental 
religious iconography have 

ended up peddling us a kind of stan-
dardized figure of the winged per-
sonage: a youth – or child, according 
to the taste of the patron – dressed in 
light robes, or none at all, and non-
chalantly exercising his skills on the 
violin for all eternity. Now, admitting 
this, we must conclude that Paradise is 
either an immense orchestra of virtu-
osi or a picturesque nursery for eternal 
babies… 

The truth, it seems, is much more 
ample. We must not forget that these 
gentle, diaphanous and pure creatures 
were born in a fiery Heaven,1 that they 
waged war against demons in the very 
first moments of their existence, and 
that they were placed at the entrance of 
Eden to guard it with flaming swords; 
they are capable of decimating armies 
and punishing entire cities (cf. Rv 12:7; 
Gn 3:24; 2 Kgs 19:35; 2 Sm 24:15-17).

When we study them carefully, we 
find that the Angels are so powerful, 
combative and, dare we say it, manly 
– since manliness is above all a spirit-
ual quality – that perhaps they are 
most adequately described in their 
entirety with the incomparable for-
mula “heavenly host” (Lk 2:13).

Now, every army has a hierarchy, 
crowned by a general staff. In the 
case of the Angels, this is composed 
of seven elite officers. It is these 
whom we will now discuss.

How do we know that they exist?

St. Raphael is the one who makes 
the existence of the seven Archangels 
known to us. After having accom-
plished his mission with the family of 
Tobit, he reveals his true nature and 
affirms that he belongs to this select 
group of spirits (cf. Tb 12:15). Al-
though he does not even use the term 
Archangel, which is used only twice 
in the Scriptures, both times in the 
New Testament, his words form the 
basis of our faith in the existence of 
the seven Archangels.2

Tobit’s helper presents himself as 
one of the angelic beings who serve 
before God and enter into the pres-
ence of His glory. This function, de-
scribed by Raphael with such simpli-
city, is enough to elicit the holy envy 
of any creature. It is an office analo-
gous to that of the direct servants of 
an earthly king; these seven Angels 
have free access to the intimacy of 
the Most High, in the quality of con-
fidants and ministers.3 They belong, 
therefore, to the choir of Seraphim, 
whose function is to be in close rela-

tionship with God and to love Him, 
not with ordinary dilection, but with 
a “burning love”.4 

What are their names?

It must be said that the Angels have 
always shown a curious reluctance 
to reveal their own names. Manoah, 
Samson’s father, tried to find out one 
of them when the spirit appeared to 
him, but to no avail… The reply came 
almost as a rebuke: “Why do you ask 
my name, seeing it is wonderful?” 
(Jgs 13:18).

In reality, angelic creatures need not 
bother with this kind of formality, since 
they do not communicate through 
words. The designations under which 
they present themselves simply refer 
to the mission they carry out among 
men. These are adapted to the human 
intellect,5 that is, they are always far 
less than reality… Perhaps for this rea-
son only three of the seven Archangels 
have officially revealed their names, 
that is, in a manner accepted by the 
Holy Church as being part of public 
Revelation: St. Michael, St. Gabriel 
and St. Raphael.

In the first centuries of the Church 
there was the custom of venerating 
other angelic spirits by name, espe-
cially on the basis of information taken 
from the apocryphal books. 

seven arChanGels

Every army has a hierarchy, crowned by a general 
staff. In the case of the Angels, this is composed 
of seven elite officers.
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This ended in the year 745, when 
Pope St. Zachary, at the request of 
St. Boniface, condemned a certain 
Adelbert, who is supposed to have 
used some of these invocations for 
witchcraft. In the synod that im-
pugned the heretic, it was reiterated 
that the Church officially recognizes 
only the three aforementioned ap-
pellations.

The Pope did not declare it illicit 
to give names to Angels; he only con-
demned those used by the sorcerer. 
Proof of this is that Saints subsequent 
to the pontificate of Zachary adopted 
this practice.6 Clearly, however, it is 
still advisable to proceed with cau-
tion in this matter.

In any case, four of the seven Arch-
angels are still unknown to mankind, 
and they will remain so until they 
themselves deign to throw some light 
upon the subject. We see no other way 
than through a private revelation ap-
proved by the Church. But that 
does not depend on us… 

Their missions

Above, we raised the consider-
ation that the seven Archangels are 
Seraphim. However, they do not 
spend all their time exclusively con-
templating God. When they set out to 
fulfil some “practical” mission that 
the Most High has entrusted to them, 
their burning love is transformed into 
zeal, and their action is precise, ef-
fective and powerful.

While he was in exile in Babylon, 
the prophet Ezekiel found himself 
mystically carried to the inner court 
of the Temple in Jerusalem. It was 
revealed to him that, in the sacred 
precincts themselves, idolatry was 
being practised – probably the wor-
ship of the goddess Astarte, the Phoe-
nician version of Venus, whose cult 
was usually associated with obscene 
actions. To add to the scandal, “por-
trayed upon the wall round about, 
were all kinds of creeping things, and 
loathsome beasts” (Ez 8:10) being in-

censed in certain chambers around 
the Temple, which appear to have 
been the priests’ quarters.7 At the 
heart of the true Religion, the men 
called to be the spearhead of fervour 
turned the House of God into a den of 
abominations. That sin could not go 
unpunished. 

Soon six men appeared, each 
carrying his “weapon for slaughter” 
(Ez 9:2) in his hand. They were led 
by a seventh personage, dressed in 
linen like the priests and carrying a 
writer’s case hanging from his waist.8 
Those Angels in human form were 
given precise instructions: first of 
all, the last of them was to go around 
Jerusalem marking with a cross the 
forehead those who groaned and 
sighed because of the sins committed 
in the city; then the other six were to 
exterminate all the wicked who did 
not have this sacred sign, starting 

from the Sanctuary. The terms 
of the order are striking for 

their truculence: “Defile the house, 
and fill the courts with the slain. Go 
forth” (Ez 9:7).

Once the operation was over, in a 
typically military manner, the com-
mander of the detachment went to ren-
der an account to the authorities, with 
a disconcerting objectivity and sang-
froid – if such can be said of one who 
has no blood: “I have done as thou 
didst command me” (Ez 9:11). And 
Jerusalem was in fact soon devastated 
by Nebuchadnezzar.

The Angels with trumpets

We see the seven Archangels once 
again in the eighth chapter of Revela-
tion, this time not with mysterious 
weapons, but with trumpets. When 
these are blown, they unleash terrible 
plagues upon the earth and – a curi-
ous detail –  the divine punishment is 
meted out in response to the prayers 
of the Saints (cf. Rv 8:3-5).

It is reassuring to note that their 
methods are very similar to those in 
Ezekiel’s vision: the punishment re-
frains from striking those marked on 
their foreheads with the seal of God 
(cf. Rv 9:4). 

In fact, they do not merely spare the 
righteous. The same force of irresist-
ible impact and victorious tenacity 
used against evil to mercilessly ex-
terminate it, is employed by the sev-
en Archangels to protect, guide and 

encourage the good. While it is said 
that Guardian Angels are appointed 
to watch over individual men, the 
seven Archangels seem to guard a 
mystical reality: the Churches of the 

Book of Revelation.

Seven spiritual families in the 
Mystical Body of Christ

The mysterious text with which 
Revelation closes is simply fascinat-
ing. Every word, every detail, every 
gesture we come upon are like pre-
cious stones in an enormous kaleido-
scope: while remaining the same, 
they seem to rearrange and rearticu-

St. Michael, by Gerard David - 
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna; previous 

page, the heavenly host, by Guariento di 
Arpo - Civic Museums of Padua (Italy)

The seven Archangels live  
in the close contemplation of God,  
but they also carry out missions, 

powerfully and efficaciously
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late themselves, forming new pic-
tures of marvellous depths.

At the very beginning of the work, 
St. John tells how he was taken by the 
spirit and heard a strong voice say-
ing to him: “Write what you see in a 
book and send it to the seven church-
es” (1:11). The very tone of the utter-
ance already seems to suggest that it 
contains a sublime unknown. And the 
mystery becomes even more fascinat-
ing when we learn the poetic names of 
the communities: Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Phila-
delphia and Laodicea. Who are these 
groups?

First of all, the names indicate real 
cities, which were found in the pro-
consular province of Asia, part of 
present-day Turkey. It is legitimate 
to admit that the Apostle was ad-
dressing the Christian communities 
in each of these places. But what 
would lead him to choose only these, 
when in the same region there were 
others, and of greater importance? To 
think that the Holy Spirit arranged 
the sacred text in this way for mere-
ly “logistical reasons” of dispatching 
the messages, as some would have it,9 
is surely to underestimate the power 
of His divine wings. 

Certain authors opted for a more 
transcendent vision. St. Bonaventure 
and the Venerable Bartholomew Hol-
zhauser,10 for example, interpreted the 

Churches as seven phases in the hist-
ory of the Universal Church, from its 
foundation until the end of time.

Another particularly interesting 
exegesis is that of Dr. Plinio Corrêa 
de Oliveira,11 who hypothesized that 
these Churches were spiritual tribes 
or families within the Mystical Body 
of Christ: paradigmatic types of 
Catholic mentalities, endowed with 
different attributes in the struggle, 
with their good and bad sides. 

These three modes of understand-
ing the scenario, although diverse, 
do not contradict each other. On the 
contrary, we would even say that they 
complement each other. It is a fascin-
ating topic, full of ramifications that 
would be beyond the scope of this 
article, but – who knows? – may be 
the subject of another article. For the 

moment, it is enough to remember 
Dr. Plinio’s vision, because it will al-
low us to advance in our puzzle. Let 
us look, now, for the missing pieces.

The Angels of the Churches

Another point to consider is the 
immediate recipient of the letters. 
St. John does not write directly to 
the whole community, but to a type 
of leader.  In each of the missives, the 
opening words are invariably, “To the 
Angel of the Church of…” Who are 
these personages?

The matter is not as simple as we 
might think at first sight. To begin 
with, although it seems obvious that 
the Apostle is addressing Angels – 
after all, it reads that way – the true 
identity of the representatives of the 
Churches has been disputed since an-

1 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 
Summa Theologiæ. I, q.61, a.4.

2 Cf. VACANT, Alfred; MAN-
GENOT, Eugène; AMANN, 
Émile (Dir.). Dictionnaire de 
Théologie Catholique. Paris: 
Letouzey et Ané, 1946, v.XV, 
c.1168.

3 Cf. ARNALDICH, OFM, 
Luís. Biblia comentada. Li-
bros históricos. 2.ed. Madrid: 
BAC, 1963, v.II, p.836-837.

4 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, 
op. cit., q.108, a.6. There is no 
contradiction in their being 

Archangels and at the same 
time Seraphim. The angel-
ic society is too lofty for our 
understanding, so much so 
that even St. Augustine and 
St. Thomas acknowledge their 
inability to schematize it ac-
curately (cf. Idem, a.3; ST. 
AUGUSTINE. Enchiridion ad 
Laurentium. L.I, c.58: PL 40, 
259-260). In any case, it seems 
more probable that the choirs 
are subdivided on the basis 
of the functions and activities 
performed by each group of 
Angels, not of their essence; 

and nothing prevents an Angel 
belonging to a certain choir 
from performing actions prop-
er to others (cf. ST. THOMAS 
AQUINAS, op. cit., a.2; 5). 
Thus, a Seraphim can “leave” 
the company of God in or-
der, for example, to transmit a 
message. Now, as St. Gregory 
the Great teaches, the heaven-
ly spirits who attend to small 
errands are called Angels – 
from the Greek ἄγγελος, mes-
senger – while those who 
transmit great messages are 
called Archangels (cf. ST. 

GREGORY THE GREAT. 
Homélies sur l’Évangile. 
Homélie 34, n.8: SC 522, 337-
339). This explains the “two-
fold rank” of the seven su-
preme angelic beings, who be-
long to the choir of Seraphim, 
but are known as Archangels 
because they carry out very 
lofty missions among men. 

5 Cf. ST. GREGORY THE 
GREAT, op. cit., n.8, 339.

6 St. Albert the Great and St. 
Bonaventure, for example 
(cf. SERRANO, Andrés. Los 
siete príncipes de los Ángeles. 

The sublime guardians who watch over the Churches mentioned  
in the Book of Revelation of St. John may well be the seven Archangels
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cient times. Many authors prefer to 
see in them only the Bishops of each 
community, or even simple fictitious 
entities, employed as a rhetorical de-
vice. Until today no hypothesis has 
been presented as definitive, and for 
every argument in favour, there must 
be at least two or three against.12 This 
is what led St. Augustine to call the 
question “res obscurissima”.13 

In the absence of unanimity, we 
feel entitled to choose the opinion 
of Origen,14 who interprets them as 
actual Angels. Let us unite this with 
Dr. Plinio’s hypothesis: would it not 
be heartening to think that each one 
of the seven spiritual families of the 
Holy Church is under the protection 
of a powerful angelic being? Thus, 
the family we belong to would deter-
mine a patron to watch over us with 

2.ed. Bruselas: Francisco Fop-
pens, 1707, p.257). 

7 Cf. GARCÍA CORDERO, OP, 
Maximiliano. Biblia comenta-
da. Libros proféticos. Madrid: 
BAC, 1961, v.III, p.812.

8 Regarding the identification of 
these personages as the sev-
en Archangels, see: VACANT; 
MANGENOT; AMANN, 
op. cit., c.1169.

9 Cf. RAMSAY, William Mitch-
ell. The Letters to the Sev-
en Churches of Asia. London: 

Hodder and Stoughton, 1904, 
p.185-196.

10 Cf. ST. BONAVENTURE. 
Collationes in Hexaemer-
on. Collatio XVI, n.18-20. In: 
Obras. Madrid: BAC, 1947, 
p.479-481; VENERÁVEL 
BARTOLOMEU HOL-
ZHAUSER. Interprétation 
de l’Apocalypse. 2.ed. Paris: 
Louis Vivès, 1857, v.I, p.101. 
Regarding St. Bonaventure’s 
mode of relating Revelation 
and history, see also: RATZ-
INGER, Joseph. La Teología 
de la Historia de San Buena-

ventura. 2.ed. Madrid: En-
cuentro, 2010. 

11 Cf. CORRÊA DE OLI-
VEIRA, Plinio, apud CLÁ 
DIAS, EP, João Scognami-
glio. Maria Santíssima! O 
Paraíso de Deus revelado aos 
homens [Mary Most Holy! 
God’s Paradise Revealed to 
Men]. São Paulo: Arautos do 
Evangelho, 2020, v.III, p.153, 
nota 29.

12 Cf. BIGUZZI, Giancar-
lo. Apocalisse. 3.ed. Milano: 
Paoline, 2013, p.96.

13 ST. AUGUSTINE. De doc-
trina christiana. L.III, c.30, 
n.42. In: Obras. Madrid: BAC, 
1957, v.XV, p.240.

14 Cf. ORIGEN. Homélies sur 
Saint Luc. Homélie 23, n.7: SC 
87, 320.

15 Cf. BARTINA, SJ, Sebastián. 
Apocalipsis de San Juan. In: 
NICOLAU, SJ, Miguel et al. 
La Sagrada Escritura. Nue-
vo Testamento. Madrid: BAC, 
1962, v.III, p.676-677.

16 Cf. ST. BONAVENTURE, 
op. cit., n.20, p.481.

special affection, ready to help us in 
any situation, provided we have re-
course to him. 

Now the problem arises: which 
Angels are they? 

An encouraging hypothesis

Apocalypse does not state categor-
ically that they are our already-fam-
iliar seven Archangels; St. John only 
refers to them explicitly later on, in 
the eighth chapter. However, it is re-
markable that, in presenting them, 
he expresses himself as if they were 
known.15 Was there, then, a prior ref-
erence, even if implicit? Turning to 
St. Bonaventure, perhaps we find the 
answer, together with the last missing 
piece to complete the mosaic.

Seven septenary series make up 
the Apocalypse: there are seven let-

ters, seven seals, seven trumpets, 
seven bowls of God’s wrath, etc. (cf. 
Rv 2-3; 6-8, 1; 8, 2-11; 16). According 
to the Seraphic Doctor,16 these cycles 
repeat the same content in different 
ways, in perfect harmony.

It is possible then to conjecture 
that the Angels contemplated in the 
eighth chapter are identical to those 
in all the other series, albeit presented 
from another perspective. Thus the 
sublime guardians who watch over 
the Churches may perfectly well be 
the seven Archangels.

More than guardians: allies!

And why not? Scripture compares 
these most perfect spirits to the “eyes 
of the Lord,” which scan the whole 
earth like a company of sentinels; in 
the Hebrew text it calls them the An-
gels of the Lord’s face, ready to save 
the people of the Covenant in all their 
troubles (cf. Zec 4:10; Is 63:9).

They are much more than mere 
guards: they are our companions in 
the fight. Providence has granted us 
to close ranks in a single military 
corps with His principal combat-
ants. In our war against the power 
of darkness, which includes both 
great ventures and small day-to-day 
skirmishes, we can be sure that their 
help is within our hands’ reach: it 
is enough to join them together and 
pray. 

From left to right: The Angels of the Churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea - Cardiff Castle (Wales)
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st. miChael the arChanGel

St. Michael is always of the 
utmost zeal in defending 
the divine honour; similarly, 
he never fails to protect the 
Mystical Body of Christ, 
especially in times of 
greatest danger.

reation was yet in its begin-
ning, and the Angels were in 
a state of trial. Overflowing 
with love for these works of 

His hands, God had decided, as is the 
widely held opinion among renowned 
theologians, to reveal to them the 
plans of His heart: the Incarnation of 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trin-
ity and the election of a most perfect 
human creature for His Mother, who 
would be Queen not only of men – 
who were yet to be created – but of 
the whole universe, including angelic 
beings. The sublime revelation was 
a factor of division among the pure 
spirits: some accepted, while others 
rejected it.1  The rebels were led by the 
greatest of the Angels: Lucifer. The 
latter, unwilling to submit to a nature 
inferior to his own, vociferated: “Non 
serviam! – I will not serve!” 

His words had scarcely ceased to 
echo through Heaven, when St. Mi-
chael answered the affront with a cry a 
thousand times more powerful: “Quis 
ut Deus? – Who is like unto God?” At 
the voice of the Prince of the Heavenly 
Militia, the good Angels gathered under 
his command to expel from Paradise 
those who dared to raise themselves up 
against the designs of the Creator. The 
victory was resounding.

Illustrious theologians such as St. 
Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas2 
situate this great confrontation on the 
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first day of creation, narrated in Gen-
esis: “And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light 
from the darkness” (1:4). However, 
we need only to continue reading this 
Sacred Book to understand that the 
war was just beginning… 

Lucifer and his followers would not 
surrender easily. They wanted revenge 
and they would make use of the hu-
man race – so bound to the very cause 
of their revolt – to carry it out. In fact, 
victory would no longer depend only 
on the angelic spirits and their strength 
of action, but on how human weakness 
would respond to it. And the disas-
trous consequence of the initial attack 
inflicted by the evil angels was the sin 
that brought malediction upon all of 
humanity. 

Over the course of history, the 
devil’s onslaughts against the fulfil-
ment of the divine plans only inten-
sified. Having won the consent of so 
many souls to the infernal solicita-
tions, the enemy boasted of the vices 
and sins into which, instigated by him, 
men were sinking.

During all this time, however, St. 
Michael did not remain inert.

Archangel of Israel… and 
of the “New Israel” 

He, the “great prince” (Dn 12:1), 
had the mission of guarding the chosen 
nation. This excellent patron was the 
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The guardian of 
the chosen people 
became the protector 
of the Holy Church, 
intimately united to 
her from her infancy
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sustenance of the patriarchs, the inspir-
ation of the prophets, the consolation 
of the just, in short, the defence of the 
children of Israel. What a privilege, 
even for an Angel, to have the task of 
guarding the people from whom Mary 
Most Holy would be born, and from 
Her, the “First-born of all creation” 
(Col 1:15)!

Yes, what a privilege and, forgive 
us St. Michael, what woe… How to 
fathom that from the same chosen 
nation would emerge the assassins of 
the Messiah? For the unthinkable hap-
pened: the Archangel saw his Lord 
crucified and killed by those of whom 
he was the guardian. At this height of 
wickedness, the Patron of Israel was 
still there, inspiring sorrow and re-
pentance in those hardened hearts.

Darkness fell during broad day-
light; there were terrible earthquakes 
and the veil of the Temple was rent 
in two. Why should we not also see 
in these events St. Michael’s indigna-
tion against the infamous sin of dei-
cide? Such calamities seemed to be 
an echo on this earth of that cry which 
resounded in the heavenly realm and 
struck fear into the rebellious angels, 
precipitating the once “light-bearing” 
spirit, Lucifer, into the abyss. For it 
was now the unfaithful Jews who, imi-
tating the attitude of the leader of the 
demons, cried out: “I will not serve” 
(Jer 2:20). Like the revolted 
angel, the authorities of the 
deicidal people would lose 
the honour of radiating the 
light of Divine Revelation 
to the world, and would be 
cast into the darkness of 
error, for “a veil lies over 
their minds” (2 Cor 3:15).

Nevertheless, at the 
moment when blood and 
water gushed forth from 
the open side of the Sav-
iour, the people of the Eter-
nal Covenant was born, 
the “New Israel”: the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church, 

Without a doubt, the Mystical Body 
of Christ needed a powerful guardian 
in order not to abandon the Divine 
Law in the face of future battles. The 
devil, driven by his implacable hatred 
against Christianity, would not lose an 
instant and would seek to suffocate it 
from its very first years of life.

In ancient times, the Church was 
forced to hide in the catacombs; to be 
a Christian was considered an abom-
inable crime. So said the Romans, 
whose amusement it was to throw 
innocent people to the beasts or con-
demn them to the cruellest forms of 
torture, while a feverish assembly 
enjoyed the atrocious spectacle. 

Immersed in such terrible perse-
cution, it was hard to believe that the 
Church would endure for long… The 
devil was about to sing victory when 
an unexpected angelic intervention 
thwarted his plans.

“By this sign you shall conquer!”

It was the year 312. The throne of 
the Roman Empire hung in the balance 
between two men: Constantine and 
Maxentius. Although both were pa-
gans, the former was born of a Chris-
tian woman: St. Helena. He decided to 
advance against Rome in order to take 
the throne from his rival. 

After several days of forced 
march, his small army of forty thou-

sand men was not in the 
most favourable conditions 
to launch the attack against 
an adversary that was num-
erically far superior.

Unsure, Helena’s son de-
cided to turn to help from 
above: he prayed to the God 
of his mother. When he 
finished his prayer, he be-
held an immense luminous 
cross in the sky, on which 
was written this sentence 
in Greek: “By this sign you 
shall conquer.” The follow-
ing night, the vision was re-
peated in a dream and Con-

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
Le

ca
ro

s

of which St. Michael became the 
protector.

Zealous defender of Holy Church

A unique figure by the name of 
Hermas, a former Greek slave and 
brother of Pope Pius I, wrote one of 
the earliest works of Christian litera-
ture, called The Shepherd.

This book, highly appreciated – 
one might even say venerated – by 
the faithful of early Christianity, is 
full of accounts of mystical experi-
ences, in one of which the very close 
relationship between St. Michael and 
the Holy Church, still in its infancy, is 
clearly outlined: “Michael is the great 
and glorious Angel, who has power 
over this people and governs it. It is 
he who gives the law and sets it in the 
hearts of those who believe.”3 

St. Michael presents souls to St. Peter, by Miguel Alcañiz - Museum 
of Fine Arts, Lyon (France); previous page, St. Michael, by Fra 

Angelico - San Marco Museum, Florence (Italy)
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“I am the commander 
of the heavenly 
militia, protector 
of the Faith of 
Christians. While you 
fought, I made your 
weapons victorious”
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stantine, realizing that a supernatural 
event was afoot, ordered a banner to 
be made in the shape of a cross to head 
the ranks of his army.

 The battle took place on Octo-
ber 28 and, despite the unfavourable 
odds, Constantine crushed Maxenti-
us’ troops.

A year later, in 313, as a sign of 
gratitude for the miraculous vic-
tory, the sovereign signed the Edict 
of Milan, by which he put an end to 
persecution of the Church and grant-
ed freedom of worship to Chris-
tians. At last, the true Religion could 
breathe a different air from that of 
the catacombs.

It was not until 314, however, that 
Constantine fully understood the 
cause of his success. In a dream, a 
figure enveloped in light appeared 
to him and said: “I am the Archangel 
Michael, commander of the heavenly 
militia, protector of the Faith of Chris-
tians. It was I who, while you were 
fighting against the wicked tyrants, 
made your weapons victorious.”4

A Woman clothed with the sun 

There are yet countless examples 
of the unfailing action of the Arch-
angel throughout history, but it is im-
possible to enumerate them all here. 
Fortunately, the Holy Spirit has given 
us an admirable compendium in this 
respect, in a scene described in the 
Book of Revelation.

At the beginning of chapter twelve, 
St. John relates a momentous vision: 
a Woman appears in the firmament, 
clothed with the sun, crowned with 
twelve stars and having the moon 
under her feet. She is expecting a child 
and is groaning in labour pains. Then 
another great sign appears: a dragon, 
the colour of fire, stands before the 
Woman, in order to devour her child 
as soon as it is born. She flees into 
the desert, where God has prepared a 
refuge for her. Immediately following 
this description, the Virgin Apostle 
adds: “Now war arose in Heaven, Mi-
chael and his Angels fighting against 
the dragon; and the dragon and his 
angels fought, but they were defeated 
and there was no longer any place for 
them in Heaven” (12:7-8). 

These are enigmatic scenes – as, 
indeed, is the whole Book of Revela-
tion – but it is remarkable that St. John 
narrates them together. The dragon 
pursuing the Woman is the same one 
defeated by St. Michael, and the bat-
tle between them takes place on her 
account: the former attacks while the 
latter defends her.

Who is this mysterious Woman? 
The Virgin Mary herself? Many affirm 
this, and it is a traditional and beautiful 
application, but not the only one. Some 
Church Fathers and ecclesiastical auth-
ors had reason to add another interpret-
ation: that which identifies the Woman 
with the Holy Church.5 

Battle of the Milvian Bridge, by Giulio Romano - The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore (Maryland);  
above, St. Michael defeats the demon - St. Michael’s Church, Ghent (Belgium)

R
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
Le

ca
ro

s

Contents  Contents



The glorious 
Archangel St. Michael, 
who vanquished 
the devil in the 
“prœlium magnum” 
in Heaven will also 
win the final victory 
of the Holy Church
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1 Cf. MAYNARD, Michel-Ulys-
se. La Sainte Vierge. Paris: 
Firmin-Didot, 1877, p.352.

2 Cf. ST. AUGUSTINE. De civi-
tate Dei. L.XI, c.19. In: Obras. 
Madrid: BAC, 1958, t.XVI, 
p.746; ST. THOMAS AQUI-

NAS. Summa Theologiæ. I, 
q.63, a.5, ad 2.

3 HERMAS. Le Pasteur, c.69, 
n.3: SC 53, 266-269.

4 BERNET, Anne. Enquête sur 
les Anges. Paris: Perrin, 1997, 
p.137. Perhaps this is the rea-
son that led the emperor to 

build the oldest shrine in Con-
stantinople dedicated to St. 
Michael, as well as consecrat-
ing the entire empire to the 
Archangel.

5 Cf. BARTINA, SJ, Sebastián. 
Apocalipsis de San Juan. In: 
NICOLAU, SJ, Miguel et al. 

La Sagrada Escritura. Nue-
vo Testamento. Madrid: BAC, 
1962, v.III, p.711-713.

6 BLESSED ANNE CATHER-
INE EMMERICH. Life and 
Revelations. Rockford (IL): 
TAN, 1967, v.I, 566-657. 

7 Idem, v.II, p.294.

Just as the Lady of the Apocalypse 
was persecuted by the dragon, the 
Church is attacked by the devil and his 
followers. And, just as St. Michael de-
feated the monster that threatened the 
Woman, he also demonstrates great 
zeal when it comes to the protection of 
the Mystical Bride of Christ, especial-
ly in the moments of greatest danger.

Final victory of St. Michael

When will the last battle take place? 
How will that happy day be, when 
the dragon is cast definitively into the 
abyss?

With regard to the when, there is 
nothing to say; the future belongs to 
God… But as for the how, many pri-
vate revelations give us some idea.

In this regard, statements made by 
Blessed Anne Catherine Emmerich, 
a great mystic of the 19th century, are 
very enlightening. Beneath the sym-
bolic veils of which the narration is 
replete, we can discern some outlines 
of the final conflict:

“Again I saw St. Peter’s with its 
lofty copola on whose top stood Mi-
chael shining with light. He wore a 
blood-red robe, a great banner in his 

descended into the church and with 
his sword repulsed several bad pas-
tors who were trying to enter. He 
drove them into a corner […]. The 
part of the church that had been de-
molished in a few instants was sur-
rounded by a light wicker-work so 
that divine service could be perfect-
ly celebrated. Then from all parts of 
the world came priests and laics, who 
built up the walls of stone, for the 
enemy had not been able to shake the 
firm foundation.”7 

At the time of the Roman perse-
cutions, the enemies of Holy Church 
sought to destroy it by force, by arms 
and by open persecution. In our days, 
however, their methods seem more 
intelligent: they know they cannot 
kill her, and so they seek to disfigure 
her as much as they can.

But she has nothing to fear, for 
at her side is one whose mere pres-
ence fills the enemies of the Most 
High with dread. The Archangel St. 
Michael, who vanquished the devil 
in the prœlium magnum in Heaven 
and defeated him countless times 
on earth, will also work the final 
victory. 

hand. A desperate struggle was going 
on below. […] The Church was all red 
like the Angel, and I was told that it 
would be bathed in blood. The longer 
the combat lasted, the paler grew the 
colour of the church, the more trans-
parent it became.”6 

Almost three years later, Anne 
Catherine Emmerich described a new 
revelation, in which she provided more 
details about this purification of the 
Church in the midst of the battle:

“I saw St. Peter’s utterly demol-
ished, all except the choir and main 
altar. St. Michael, girt and armed, 

The fall of the rebellious angels, by Neri di Bicci - Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum, Rotterdam (Netherlands)
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st. Gabriel the arChanGelst. Gabriel the arChanGel

Being God’s ambassador to the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Gabriel 
reached the apex of devotion to Her, and from eternity he strives 
to lead souls to her maternal protection.

n the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. The 
earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was upon 

the face of the deep; and the Spirit of 
God was moving over the face of the 
waters” (Gn 1:1-2). The most prodi-
gious intelligence would be unable 
to grasp with what wisdom, magnifi-
cence and perfection the Lord began to 
bring His wondrous works into being. 

It would be inadmissible to think 
that He distributed His creatures hap-
hazardly throughout the universe, 
like someone taking objects out of a 
trunk… Divine Providence arranged 
everything in a harmonious hierarchy, 
taking as Archetype and Cornerstone 
of this construction His most perfect 
work: Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
logical, but not chronological order, 
since for God everything is present. 
“In Him all things were created, in 
Heaven and on earth, visible and invis-
ible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or authorities – all things 
were created through Him and for 
Him” (Col 1:16).

We can only imagine, then, with 
what extreme care and attention the 
Divine Artist provided for every detail 
of the Incarnation of His Only Begot-
ten! For the birth of His Son, the Eter-
nal Father chose the best of all moth-
ers; and to protect Him, the holiest of 
all fathers. In order that He might re-
deem the world, He chose the fullness 
of time; and to announce to the Bless-
ed Virgin and, through Her, to all of 
history, the most august news of this 
birth, He sent, without the shadow of 
a doubt, the most sublime messenger: 
the Archangel St. Gabriel. 

Rewarded for their love 
and submission

Theology tells us that the heavenly 
spirits received from God a mysteri-
ous revelation concerning the plan 
of creation, whose acceptance or re-

jection divided them and provoked a 
great battle in Heaven, in which the 
rebellious angels were cast into Hell 
(cf. Rv 12:7-9).

Some authors affirm that in this 
trial of the Angels, “God gave them a 
foreknowledge of the Incarnation, and 
asked them to worship the God-Man. 
However, the Divine Word would 
have been presented to them, not in all 
His glory and power, but wrapped in 
the human veils of poverty, suffering 
and humiliation. Another theologic-
al current, supported by numerous 
Saints and Doctors, affirms that this 
was not the only trial. They add to the 
adoration of Christ the acceptance of 
Mary Most Holy as Mother of God, 
and Queen of Angels and of the whole 
universe.”1 

With each act of submission to the 
designs of the Most High, the faith-
ful spirits contemplated a new aspect 
of their missions, until, from light to 
light, they reached the height of the 
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splendour for which they had been 
created.

In the great heavenly combat, St. 
Gabriel must have shone like no other 
for his enthusiastic and unconditional 
love for the revelation about the Bless-
ed Virgin, for he received as a reward 
a role of incomparable importance in 
relation to Her: he was to represent 
God Himself before the Queen of the 
universe – therefore also his Sover-
eign – and to beseech her consent to 
be the Mother of the Messiah. 

“To reveal Mary to Mary, to render 
Her, therefore, this eminent service, is 
an act of supreme nobility, which es-
tablished an altogether special bond 
between the Archangel and Our Lady. 
He became a kind of prophet, who 
indicated to the Blessed Virgin how 
her whole life and mission was to be.”2 

Intimate relationship with 
the Queen of Angels

While all the Angels were asking 
themselves “Quæ est ista?” (Cant 
6:10), St. Gabriel knew God’s plan for 
Our Lady and had a burning desire 
to communicate with Her, in order 
to convey to Her in some way that 
divine love which hovered over Her 
and which he had contemplated at the 
very beginning of Creation. 

Moreover, the Archangel’s mission 
required him to closely accompany 
Mary from the very first moments 
of her existence. It was necessary for 
him to analyse her attitudes, her way 
of thinking, her inner movements, so 
that when the great hour came for him 
to represent the Divine Holy Spirit be-
fore His Spouse, he could present the 
message in a beautiful and amenable 
manner, with holy diplomacy, so as to 
move Mary’s heart, in its most perfect 
humility, to say “yes”. A relationship 
must have been established between 
the two, similar to that between a 
Guardian Angel and his ward.3 

We can imagine him at the birth 
of Our Lady, taking Her in his arms, 
covering Her with his wings and 

showing Her the care of a true father. 
He must have exercised this attentive-
ness especially in the period when 
She was in the Temple without the 
presence of her parents, St. Joachim 
and St. Anne. At times, too, when the 
Virgin, being a most sublime crea-
ture, found herself rejected by those 
around Her, or when She felt mysti-
fied by her very self because She did 
not comprehend her own grandeur, 
St. Gabriel must have come to Her, 
enlightening and comforting Her.

In short, the Archangel was for 
Our Lady the very presence of God 
and of His infinite love for Her.

On the other hand, while he had a 
protective affection for Mary owing 
to his superior nature, he also had a 
filial love for Her, for it was through 
the Mother and Mediatrix of Divine 
Grace that he had received, ante pre-
visa merita, the gift of being faithful 
in his trials. For this reason, in addi-
tion to being his Queen, the Blessed 
Virgin was also the Mother who had 
granted him a share in the divine life. 

Receptacle of the “fiat” 
that changed history…

When the august moment of the 
Annunciation arrived, after several 
years of intimate and sublime con-
viviality, St. Gabriel had already dis-
cerned the difficulty that Mary would 
present to the divine invitation: her 
vow of virginity. “How shall this be 
done, because I know not man?” (Lk 
1:34), was her reply. To reassure the 
Virgin of virgins at this crucial mo-
ment, the heavenly ambassador had 
to be the virginal and chaste Arch-
angel par excellence! Only in this 
way would his words deeply touch 
the soul of his interlocutor. 

St. Gabriel cleared away her doubts 
about the great panorama which was 
about to unfold; he dealt in depth with 
the Redemption of mankind, and he 
spoke about the millennia of prepar-
ation for that great day and about the 
excellent fruits which would result 

from it in the future. And, of course, 
he did not fail to warn Her of the ter-
rible sufferings that awaited her Div-
ine Son, which called not only for her 
consent, but also her participation.

While Our Lady reflected, filled 
with wonder at the wisdom of God 
revealed by the heavenly Archangel, 
Heaven and history awaited her as-
sent. “The destiny of all humanity de-
pended on the answer of a maiden. The 
Saviour was, so to speak, knocking at 
the doors.”4  At last Mary consented: 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it done to Me according to thy word” 
(Lk 1:38). How deeply St. Gabriel 
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St. Gabriel received as a reward 
the mission of representing God 
Himself before the Queen of the 
universe

St. Gabriel - Church of St. Margaret, 
Munich (Germany); previous page, 
“Annunciation”, by Fra Angelico - Prado 
Museum, Madrid
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Virgin and Angel of the Annunciation, by Nardo di Cione -  
Alana Collection, Newark (Delaware)

St. Gabriel was the receptacle not only of her “fiat”,  
but also of her inmost sufferings, of her tears and  

of her sighs, to present them to the Father

24      Heralds of the Gospel · September 2022

must have reverenced this declaration! 
Then he withdrew and went to present 
himself, like a crystalline receptacle 
of the Blessed Virgin’s fiat, before the 
throne of the Trinity.

…and of the sorrows  
that co-redeemed humanity

The Annunciation was probably 
the climax of St. Gabriel’s mission, 
but not his last involvement with Our 
Lady. As we know, it is the Angels 
who present our prayers to God, and 
it is they who guard us on our way to 
eternity. Therefore, even after the In-
carnation, St. Gabriel “must have con-
tinued his Marian ministry, acting as 
an intermediary between God and the 
Blessed Virgin.”5 

We can imagine him contemplat-
ing Mary and the little Jesus, filled 
with awe and veneration. He who in 
imitation of his Lady analysed all 
these things and kept them in his heart 
(cf. Lk 2:19), carefully collected every 
act of love, devotion and re-
spect that he had the gift of 
witnessing.

In his tireless dedica-
tion, what was St. Gabriel’s 
mode of action during the 
most dreaded and decisive 
moment of his charge’s life, 
the Passion? It seems fair to 
think that in those hours of 
unspeakable suffering, he 
sought more than ever to 
support, comfort and pro-
tect Her. 

Indeed, were it not for a 
special angelic protection, it 
would be difficult to under-
stand how, in the midst of 
the violent and satanic chaos 
that surrounded the tragedy 

1 MORAZZANI ARRÁIZ, EP, Pedro 
Rafael (Org.). A criação e os Anjos [Cre-
ation and the Angels]. São Paulo: Lumen 
Sapientiæ, 2015, p.147.

2 CORRÊA DE OLIVEIRA, Plinio. Confer-
ence. São Paulo, 24/3/1972.

3 Cf. MORAZZANI ARRÁIZ, op. cit., p.184.
4 CORRÊA DE OLIVEIRA, op. cit. 
5 MORAZZANI ARRÁIZ, op. cit., p.184.
6 CLÁ DIAS, EP, João Scognamiglio. 

Maria Santíssima! O Paraíso de Deus 

revelado aos homens [Mary Most Holy! 
God’s Paradise Revealed to Men]. São 
Paulo: Arautos do Evangelho, 2020, v.II, 
p.460-461.

7 Idem, p.461.

suffer so much. Everything indicates 
that “if an Angel were to weep, there 
would be no ocean capable of con-
taining his tears…”7 Paradoxically, 
however, he drew his strength from 
the very determination, composure 
and seriousness that emanated from 
Our Lady.

Champion of devotion to Mary

Throughout the Blessed Virgin’s 
earthly life, St. Gabriel was at her side, 
brimming with enthusiasm, love and 
veneration. And if it is true that love 
makes the lover similar to the beloved, 
the conformity of spirit and mentality 
that this sublime Archangel acquired 
with Her was certainly unique in all 
history.

However, his immense Marian 
vocation did not end with Our Lady’s 
entry into heavenly glory: his mission 
continues with every faithful Chris-
tian! He ardently desires to lead us to 
Mary and to shower upon us special 

graces obtained by her Im-
maculate Heart. 

If we wish to have a true 
devotion to the Blessed Vir-
gin, let us ask for the help 
and intercession of St. Gab-
riel. He will not delay, with 
affectionate solicitude, to 
raise us up and unite us to 
Her, making us truly Mar-
ian souls. 

Let us be filled with ad-
miration for the love of this 
exalted heavenly spirit and 
be enveloped by his most 
pure presence. Under his 
protective wings, we shall 
not stray from the path of 
perfection, which for us 
Catholics is called: Mary! 

of the Crucifixion, no one attacked 
Our Lady’s physical integrity. Unwill-
ing to allow His most loving Mother to 
be so much as touched by the infernal 
powers, Jesus wanted this powerful 
Archangel to be constantly at her side 
as an invincible defender. 

Nevertheless, “because of the in-
sight into Mary’s immaculate soul that 
the Blessed Trinity had given him, 
the Archangel knew that although he 
guarded Her from external attacks, he 
would not be able to ward off the inter-
ior sufferings that came from her dir-
ect relationship with God.”6 He was, 
therefore, the receptacle not only of 
her fiat, but also of her incomparable 
inner sufferings, of her tears and of her 
sighs, to present them to the Father as a 
sacrifice of pleasing fragrance, and to 
the most afflicted Heart of Jesus as a 
sweet consolation. 

We do not know how painful it must 
have been for St. Gabriel, in those au-
gust hours, to see his beloved Queen 
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Divine Benevolence  
Personified in an Angel

O
õ Bianca Maria dos Santos
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st. raphael the arChanGel

The charming story of Tobit introduces us to an Archangel 
who worthily represents divine providence and even 
motherliness. His protection is always within our reach,  
for he greatly desires to journey with us.

ne dominating character-
istic of contemporary soci-
ety is that of reducing sup-
posedly free citizens to a 

demeaning anonymity, as if they were 
no more than parts or mere numbers 
of an inflated State. Since the awaken-
ing of reason, we feel like just another 
unknown element amidst millions of 
others just like us, among whom we 
must employ arduous and unremitting 
efforts if we want to stand out. 

But before the court of God’s 
princes and governors, the Angels, 
the opposite is true! Incomparably 
superior in nobility and power to any 
earthly authority, they nevertheless 
consider and love each one of us 
individually and take an interest in 
all our actions, as does God himself. 
“From where He sits enthroned He 
looks forth on all the inhabitants of 
the earth, […] and observes all their 
deeds” (Ps 33:14-15). And they not 
only esteem us, but they hasten to 
our assistance during our struggles 
on this earth, eager to help us reach 
the end of the journey of holiness, so 

as to enjoy eternal beatitude in their 
company.

One of the most moving examples 
of the zeal of the angelic society for 
mankind comes to us in the Old Tes-
tament, through the great Archangel 
Raphael. To the family of Tobit, He 
is an archetype of purity, a prudent 
counsellor and a benevolent protector 
– as he also is to those who, during 
their journey in this vale of tears, have 
recourse to him with confidence.

Ardent prayers to God

The story of Tobit and his future 
daughter-in-law Sarah is told with a 
wealth of detail in the Book of Tobit. 
Both were extremely virtuous; from 
within the sinful darkness of the 
chosen people, then captive in Assyr-
ia, they shone in the presence of God. 
At a certain moment, however, the 
Lord decided to test them, “that an 
example might be given to posterity 
of his patience” (2:12). He sent Tobit 
complete blindness, and Sarah an evil 
spirit with the power to kill the men 
who married her.

But even though the life of the 
just is full of trials, it is God himself 
who sustains them: “The Lord knows 
the days of the blameless, and their 
heritage will abide for ever; they are 
not put to shame in evil times, in the 
days of famine they have abundance” 
(Ps 37:18-19). Therefore, when the 
tears and groans of these two souls 
arose from the earth in fervent sup-
plication, they were heard on the very 
same day before the glory of the Most 
High (cf. Tb 3:24). 

And so our story begins. 

The Angel of the Lord was sent

Thinking that he would never 
again see the light of day and that 
death would soon be upon him, Tobit 
became concerned about his family’s 
livelihood. He remembered a loan of 
ten talents of silver that he had made 
some years before to Gabael, in-
habitant of Rages, in Media, and de-
cided to ask for the repayment of this 
favour. He called his son, Tobias, and 
besought him to undertake the risky 
but necessary journey, looking first 
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This sublime 
ambassador from 
Heaven assumed 
the task of guiding 
and guarding 
Tobias, providing 
for all his needs
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for a trustworthy person to accom-
pany him.

From Heaven, however, some-
one was already watching over him. 
Waiting a few steps away, clad in 
human form and already equipped 
to travel, was “an Angel of super-
natural serenity, […] full of mercy, 
of prompt and gentle attention to all 
requests, understanding […] and of 
great discernment.”1 

Raphael, one of the seven spir-
its who serve always before the Lord 
(cf. Tb 12:15), in the guise of Azariah, 
son of Ananias, had come down from 
God’s presence to resolve Tobit’s an-
guish and wipe away Sarah’s tears. 

Sacral and maternal care

This sublime ambassador from 
Heaven assumed the task of guiding 
and guarding Tobias on his journey to 
Media. What mysterious lessons the 
virtuous young man must have learn-
ed during their long journey together! 
Although the Archangel in nothing al-
tered the normality of human appear-
ances, there was something indefin-
able about his presence. His state of 
spirit was one of continual contempla-
tion. Whenever he spoke with Tobias 
on matters related to their journey, he 

did so with such respect, nobility and 
sacrality that it was as if they were 
conversing in a sanctuary.

St. Raphael also shone with be-
nignity. Not content to merely protect 
Tobias, he concerned himself also 
with his material needs. We might im-
agine that a creature of such holiness 
and gifted with such a superior nature 
would not interest himself in these 
small details of human life; the Arch-
angel, however, took his care to the 
extreme of providing his charge with 
food and lodging. He taught Tobias 
how to catch a menacing-looking fish 
by the gills, and showed him how its 
flesh could serve as food, and its heart, 
gall and liver as “useful medicines” 

(Tb 6:5). And it was he who led him 
to stay in the house of Raguel, father 
of Sarah. 

In all of these circumstances, St. 
Raphael showed himself to be a most 
worthy representative of divine provi-
dence and majestic motherliness. 

Patron of chastity

Their arrival at Raguel’s house 
was the beginning of the answer to 
Sarah’s prayers and God’s interven-
tion in her afflictions. That apparent-
ly fortuitous stay was in fact arranged 
by Providence: St. Raphael would 
come to the girl’s aid, with his action 
full of affection and wisdom. 

Shortly before they were presented 
to the family, the Archangel had ex-
plained to his charge who these rela-
tives of his were, and the reason for 
Sarah’s trial, of which Tobias had al-
ready heard. He then urged him to take 
her as his wife, for such was God’s de-
sign, and added that the devil had been 
able to kill her seven previous hus-
bands because they had banished God 
from their hearts and had given them-
selves over to their passions. Finally, 
he said: “But thou when thou shalt 
take her, go into the chamber, and for 
three days keep thyself continent from 

her, and give thyself to nothing else 
but to prayers with her. And on that 
night lay the liver of the fish on the 
fire, and the devil shall be driven 
away. But the second night thou 
shalt be admitted into the society 
of the holy Patriarchs. And the third 
night thou shalt obtain a blessing 
that sound children may be born 
of you. And when the third night is 
past, thou shalt take the virgin with 
the fear of the Lord, moved rather 
for love of children than for lust, 
that in the seed of Abraham thou 
mayst obtain a blessing in children” 
(Tb 6:18-22).

In delivering this extraordin-
ary message of chastity, the Holy 
Archangel, while diminishing noth-
ing of his benevolence, showed 

Scenes from the story of Tobias, by Bicci di Lorenzo - Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna; 
previous page, St. Raphael the Archangel - Private collection

Contents  Contents



St. Raphael may be 
invoked as the Angel 
of consolation and of 
healing in all manner 
of illness, whether 
physical or spiritual

Tobit blesses Tobias, by Angelo 
Puccinelli - Philbrook Museum of Art, 

Tulsa (Oklahoma)
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his vigilant intolerance for the vice 
of impurity, of which he is an ardent 
combatant. After all, he had been sent 
by God to earth to prepare the lawful 
marriage of Tobias and Sarah and to 
free her from Asmodeus, the de-
mon of lust and murderer of her 
first seven husbands. 

Tobias, who was righteous, 
was reassured to see his compan-
ion’s love of purity and obeyed 
him, asking for Sarah’s hand. Once 
the conjugal union had been formal-
ized, to the family’s deep emotion, 
and Tobias had fulfilled the instruc-
tions concerning the fish’s liver, St. 
Raphael was able to bind the impure 
spirit in the desert. Thus Sarah’s 
terrible impasse was overcome; her 
grief gave way to joy, and her per-
plexity to a knowledge of the great 
predilection with which the Lord 
loved her. 

The healing and 
consolation of the just 

Tobit, for his part, was still carry-
ing the burden of his blindness, to 
which the uncertainty about the 
whereabouts of his only son had been 
added. His enduring patience and un-
shakable confidence delighted God, 
and would soon be rewarded with 
surprising bounteousness through the 
Archangel. 

Arriving several days late, although 
still before his wife’s slower retinue, 
Tobias returned to his parents’ house 
accompanied by his faithful compan-
ion. The latter, wishing to alleviate 
Tobit’s suffering as soon as possible, 
recommended: “As soon as thou shalt 
come into thy house, forthwith adore 
the Lord thy God: and giving thanks 
to Him, go to thy father, and kiss him. 
And immediately anoint his eyes with 
this gall of the fish, which thou carri-
est with thee. For be assured that his 
eyes shall be presently opened, and 
thy father shall see the light of heaven, 
and shall rejoice in the sight of thee” 
(Tb 11: 7-8). 

It was yet another touching sign of 
the care of St. Raphael, who may well 
be invoked as the Archangel of con-
solation and healing in any illness, 
physical or spiritual.

 After these instructions were car-
ried out, Tobit regained his sight and, 
just as had happened to Sarah, his 
sorrowful weeping changed to tears 
of exultation. Shortly afterwards, his 
joy exceeded all imagining when he 
learned that his beloved son, besides 
having recovered the loan from Ga-
bael, had also married a virgin of his 
tribe and that she would arrive in a 
few days, accompanied by her ser-
vants and a rich dowry. 

Tobit and Tobias would be glad-
dened with one last surprise, perhaps 

1 CORRÊA DE OLIVEIRA, Plinio. 
Conversation. São Paulo, 16/1/1981.

the most encouraging: the true iden-
tity of that incomparable guide, the 
bearer of so much happiness. Before 
taking his leave, he revealed himself 
with unpretentiousness and discre-
tion: “I am the Angel Raphael, one 
of the seven, who stand before the 
Lord” (Tb 12:15). Father and son 
then understood that the divine 
help in their lives had a name: St. 

Raphael! And for three hours they 
remained prostrate, blessing and 

praising the Lord.

He wishes to accompany us!

In the bosom of Tobit’s modest 
family, that small bastion of fidelity 
amidst the corruption of the world, 
a magnificent event took place: one 
of the most exalted Angels of Heav-
en made himself the companion of 
men! But let us not take this as an 
exceptional case. On the contrary, let 
us see in this charming story a guar-
antee that St. Raphael’s protection is 
always within our reach, for he wish-
es to be our companion also. We only 
need to invoke him with faith!

Under his protection, whatever 
crises or troubles we may undergo, 
we can be sure that a solution is at 
hand; he will always be ready to come 
to our aid and remedy our problems. 
In short, his existence should encour-
age us in the confidence that divine 
intervention precedes our initiatives 
and invariably surpasses our expect-
ations.

Let us therefore have recourse to 
the loving help of the Archangel St. 
Raphael on our journey to Celestial 
Paradise. He will accompany us as he 
once did Tobias and be for us a reflec-
tion of the infinite goodness of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, firm in gentle-
ness and gentle in firmness until the 
end! 
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The Interrelationship of  
the Three Archangels

W
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õ Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

St. Michael, St. Gabriel and St. Raphael each have their 
own titles of primacy, which complement one another and 
favour their action among men.

e may ask ourselves 
what relationship exists 
between the respective 
roles of the three Arch-

angels: St. Michael, St. Gabriel and St. 
Raphael.

They seem to constitute a kind of 
closed circuit, a totality, in the man-
ner of a trinity. How is this “trinity” 
linked to the entire angelic world? 
All the more so because, to estimate 

the mission and importance of each 
one, two different orders of values 
come into play: one is what they are 
by nature; the other is their conduct 
during the trial, because, without a 
doubt, all three acted perfectly on that 
occasion. 

But perfection has degrees and one 
sees, for example, that St. Michael 
was super-excellent in the test. I was 
told that St. Louis-Marie Grignion de 
Montfort claims that he showed the 
greatest love for Our Lady, and was 
therefore the most combative. This is 
a primacy owing to his attitude dur-

ing the trial, which is different from 
primacy by nature. 

We will deal here only with the 
relationship of nature to nature, with-
out considering the effective primacy 
as it exists in Heaven, in view of the 
reaction during the trial. We must 
analyse what the three Archangels do 
and how they act in order to under-
stand how they complement one an-
other in this triad.

St. Gabriel: loving knowledge

St. Gabriel is the one who com-
municates the knowledge of God, and 
from this we can understand his role 
in the Incarnation. St. Raphael helps 
men in the difficulties of life, and St. 
Michael assists them in the struggle. 
What relation, then, is there between 
the modes of being of these Angels?

The knowledge of St. Gabriel is, of 
course, all loving; it is not a pure ab-
stract, theoretical and doctrinal know-
ledge.

It should be noted that man’s 
knowledge concerning a given point 
is entirely complete when he is able 
to formulate in words or express in 
some other way what he has in his 
mind. As long as there is no such 
representation, knowledge is incom-

The Archangel St. Gabriel, by Bicci 
di Lorenzo - Santa Maria Assunta 
Collection, Stia (Italy)

Two different orders 
of values combine to 
show the role of each 
Archangel: what 
they are by nature 
and what was their 
conduct in the trial
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plete, and therefore neither is the act 
of love complete.

Moreover, it is only after an indi-
vidual has finished attaining the es-
sential knowledge of something that 
he decides to act, facing the greatest 
difficulties and consecrating his life 
to it. That is, the consecration of work 
and of life constitutes a kind of delib-
eration that comes from an already ac-
tive, implementing knowledge, which 
is the final term of knowledge.

Finally, no one knows something 
entirely if he does not understand it 
by contrast. Not to notice the con-
trast, when it exists, reveals a great 
lack of knowledge.

There is, therefore, a speculative 
and loving knowledge that elicits 
action, and a knowledge that sum-
mons to combat. The first does not 
invite one to merely speculate, but 
also to express what one feels. It is a 
contemplation from which emanates 
the word, of an awareness that ac-
quires its light by being verbalized. 
Therefore, exclamation is proper to 
fully developed knowledge, to love 
fully attained, which blossoms in the 
canticle of selfless praise.

Therefore, we could say that the 
three Archangels form, in the specu-

But this is not true, for, depending 
on the angle from which one looks, 
in this equilateral triangle any one of 
the three Archangels may occupy the 
upper point without the polygon being 
unbalanced, which seems especially 
clear in the case of St. Michael. Why? 
Because involvement in the fight en-
tails something destructive for the one 
who fights. Even when the individual 
does not die in the fight, or when the 
normal development of the fight does 
not result in death, fighting implies 
making an effort that is completely su-
perior to the normal wear and tear of 
the organism; in itself it is consuming; 
it has something of an oblation.

Let us consider the example of a 
man who must bring a muzzled jaguar 
to the zoo. He is not going to be swal-
lowed by the jaguar, but he approaches 
it to be struck and strike, and such a 
degree of exertion is involved in tak-
ing the animal that he is considered a 
fighter. This man receives a certain 
glory because of a kind of immolation 
that exists in that act.

Now Our Lord said that immola-
tion constitutes the greatest proof of 
love: no one can love another more 
than by giving his life (cf. Jn 15:13). 
In reality, this is self-evident, and the 

lative order, three manners of action, 
inasmuch as action is less evident in 
the one who is higher in the specula-
tive order, and speculation presents 
itself less in those who are placed in 
the active order. There is a kind of in-
verse relationship, like that of Mary 
and Martha.

St. Michael: struggle, 
oblation and holocaust

One might believe that I am pre-
paring the ground to present the 
figure of an equilateral triangle, in 
which the angle at the top would rep-
resent St. Gabriel, and the two at the 
bottom, in equal positions, St. Raph-
ael and St. Michael.

St. Raphael, St. Gabriel and St. Michael - St. Dominic Convent, Stone (England)
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We must analyse 
what each of the 
Archangels does 
and how he acts, 
to see how they 
complement one 
another in this triad
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ample, we may illustrate with a phrase 
attributed in several different forms to 
Marshal Foch: “Ma droite est pressée, 
ma gauche est menacée, ma arrière 
est coupée… Que fais-je? J’attaque.”1 
That is magnificent! In other words: “I 
am in a total bind; I will attack!” One 
could call this a “Raphaelic” action, in 
that sense of the word, which demon-
strates thought over action, a lofty cat-
egory of action.

The role of each Archangel 
in relation to man

Thus, the art of governing, of di-
recting action prophetically, would 
be with St. Raphael; to St. Michael 
would correspond prophesy in the 
fight and in the holocaust, and not in 
common life; and the regency would 
correspond to St. Raphael. Here we 
understand the beauty of the distinc-
tion between the various missions. 

St. Gabriel is the prophet who in-
spires the king; he outlines the meta-
physical action. The one who provides 
the “metapolitics” – understood as the 
highest aspect of the directive func-
tion – is St. Raphael. The one who 
engages in the “metafight”, with the 
special task of repelling the demons, is 
St. Michael. 

As counter-revolutionaries, what 
is the role of the three Archangels? 

I would say that St. Gabriel inspires 
the truly counter-revolutionary spirit, 
with the whole ideal of the Reign of 
Mary, with the desire and conception 
of the most sublime things, in such a 
way that he gives us an idea of the fun-
damental features of how human order 
should be.

Starting with this supreme order, 
what is the modus operandi for or-
ganizing it? What are the means to 
bring it into effect? It is St. Raphael 
who specifies them. 

And to fight against the adversar-
ies who oppose it is the mission of St. 
Michael.

Transposing this idea to the hu-
man field, we see that St. Louis-Marie 

But one might even say that action 
is a struggle. In this sense, when a City 
Hall employee leaves the house and 
his wife asks “Where are you going?”, 
he replies: “I am going into the fray.” 
However, such usage is explained in 
view of a very material conception of 
action. 

As regards St. Raphael himself, 
what remains in our minds, at least 
for me, is the quaint and ingenuous 
drawing that illustrated my Sacred 
History: the Archangel walking along 
with a staff from which hung a kind of 
jug, and chatting cheerfully with To-
bias. He would thus be the Angel who 
walks, who covers long distances. 

This is not the whole truth. St. 
Raphael manifested a superior active 
wisdom, which helped Tobias to see 
what his aims should in fact be on the 
journey, and which gave him strength 
and encouragement – this is the mean-
ing of company – while providing 
him with the means to reach his des-
tination. The material aspects of the 
journey were nothing to the Archangel 
– traveling on foot, making the speak-
ing figure that he took on, and which 
Tobias took to be a man. 

Clearly, then, in order to speak of 
St. Raphael as the Archangel of action, 
we must refer to the highest degrees 
and standards of action. That is to say, 
much more than fully active oper-
ational action, we are talking about 
thoughtful action. To use a real-life ex-
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St. Gabriel outlines 
metaphysical 
action; St. Raphael 
exercises a directive 
function; the task 
of repelling demons 
is the mission of 
St. Michael

Redeemer said it of Himself in order 
to explain how we ought to be certain 
of His love for us.

On the other hand, it is also true 
that this is the most selfless oblation. 
When Abraham was willing to im-
molate his own son out of obedience to 
God, he showed tremendous selfless-
ness; it was an act of pure love. And 
one can fight for pure love, going, for 
example, to a Crusade, as Isaac went 
to be killed by his father.

Oblation, in this sense, is the ex-
tinction of one’s life in holocaust to 
another – to God, therefore. 

We see then that, as beautiful as St. 
Gabriel’s words are, when we consid-
er the magnificence of St. Michael’s 
fight we perceive this to be another 
title of glory, and we are left wonder-
ing which of the two titles, absolutely 
speaking, is greater.

St. Raphael: thoughtful action

Here action enters into the pic-
ture, and action seems far inferior 
to contemplation and to the fight, to 
oblation. 

St. Michael - Mont-Saint-Michel (France)
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1 From the French: “I am pressed from the 
right, I am threatened from the left and I 
am cut off from the rear… What do I do? I 
attack!” Marshal Foch was a French mil-
itary officer who decisively commanded 
the Allied forces during the First World 
War, leading them to victory.

Gabriel, the God of Michael and the 
God of Raphael. Enquiries of this na-
ture would give rise to a most beauti-
ful study of the Gospel.

I would say, for example, that His 
intimate life with Our Lady, or His 
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, ap-
pear to be eminently connected with 
St. Gabriel. 

His Passion, evidently, has more to 
do with St. Michael. It is the moment 
of holocaust and of struggle, when He 
conquers the world. Agony, in Greek, 
means struggle of the athlete; the ath-
letes were called agonists.

And St. Raphael is associated more 
with His public life, with the Teacher 
doing apostolate.

It is very enlightening for the soul 
to reflect on these problems. They 
shed light even when we do not solve 
them. And if after thinking like this 
we consult a book on Angelology, in 
ten minutes the question is clarified.

In my opinion, it would be in ac-
cordance with our mental methods 
– without saying it is the only way – 
and I think that Our Lady blesses this 
approach: to first try to make hypoth-
eses with the light that She has given 
us, and then to study what the Church 
teaches, in a spirit of submission, of 
desire to learn. And then theology is 
well understood. This seems to me a 
very worthy and very correct way to 
proceed, and it is what I have tried to 
do in this conference. 

Taken, with adaptations, from: 
Dr. Plinio. São Paulo. Year XIX. 

N.222 (Sept., 2016); p.26-31

On what occasions 
of His earthly life 
did Our Lord shine 
more as the God of 
Gabriel, the God 
of Raphael and the 
God of Michael?

Grignion de Montfort, for example, 
had “Gabriel-like” moments, “Raph-
ael-like” moments and “Michael-like” 
moments, depending on the prepon-
derance of one or another aspect in his 
mission. 

We sense this in reading the Trea-
tise on True Devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin. There are passages where we 
have the impression that it is St. Gab-
riel who is announcing some sublime 
truth. When St. Louis, as an apostle, 
builds up the argumentation to con-
vince a third party and enkindles a 
spiritual fire to call him, St. Raphael 
transpires. In the movements of in-
dignation, because there is an ada-
mantine intransigence in his book 
from beginning to end, it is the hour 
of St. Michael. That is to say, there 
are keynotes.

Which angelic aspect shone 
most in the life of Our Lord?

Such considerations do not obviate 
the deeper problem of knowing which 
of these aspects, absolutely speak-
ing, is the keynote in God. We might 
ask which of them shone most in the 
most holy and august life of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and on what occasions 
He conducted Himself as the God of 

St. Michael, St. Gabriel and St. Raphael - Church of St. Michael and All Angles, Kingsland (UK)
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õ Sr. María de Jesús Tavárez, EP

A Fiery Heart,  
Accustomed to 

Heroism

L

blessed maria de Jesus lópez de rivas

Of certain souls God asks the heroism of living in 
anonymity and even contempt, in order  
to win graces of conversion for sinners and 
victories for Holy Church.
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When Maria was 
only five years old, 
the Most Blessed 
Virgin showed her 
the path that she 
was to take in life

et us turn our attention to 
the fervid lands of Spain. Its 
vast expanses have seen the 
birth of countless Saints and 

heroes. The combative Ignatius of 
Loyola, his zealous disciple St. Francis 
Xavier, and the austere St. John of the 
Cross are but a few examples. Among 
these illustrious figures there is one 
who may be unknown to many, but not 
to God or to St. Teresa of Jesus…

A jewel of Christendom

“Among the many jewels that God 
gathered in Spain during the 16th 
century, we hold as one of the most 
excellent the Venerable Maria de 
Jesus,”1 wrote a biographer about our 
blessed, who on August 18, 1560, was 
born to a noble Spanish family in the 
village of Tartanedo.

Seven days after her birth, the 
child was taken by her parents, the 
nobles Don Antonio López de Rivas 
and Elvira Martínez, to the Church of 
St. Bartholomew to be baptized and 
given the name Maria. 

From a very early age she stood 
out for her virtues, candour and inno-
cence. She always showed a deep de-
votion to Our Lady, which led to the 
innocent custom of playing with her 
dolls by dressing them up as the Queen 
of Heaven.

She was only four years old when 
God asked of her a great sacrifice: 
the death of her father. Before he 
expired, Don Antonio called her to 
him and, giving his blessing, bade 
her farewell with these words: “My 

daughter, I die; but God will be your 
Father.”2

“I want you as my daughter”

Once, when Maria was playing at 
five years old, tossing a piece of fruit 
in the air on the banks of the Gallo Riv-
er, her “toy” slipped from her hands 
and fell into the river. With the inten-
tion of retrieving it, she immediately 
jumped into the water, without fear of 
drowning.

All those who witnessed the epi-
sode thought that the little girl would 
die. At that moment Our Lady ap-
peared and, taking her by the hand, 
carried her across the water until she 
was at the top of a hill situated five 
kilometres from where they were 
standing.

In that circumstance the Blessed 
Virgin showed the young Maria the 
path she should follow. “I want you as 
my daughter,”3 She said to the child. 
This call, however, would take sever-
al years to come to fruition, and per-
haps in a way that she did not suspect.
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St. Teresa of Avila 
wrote to the convent 
of Toledo: “Do not 
consider her as just 
anyone, for I hope 
in God that she 
will be a prodigy”

The spiritual struggle to 
fulfil her vocation

When she was six or seven years 
old, her mother decided to remarry, 
and she sent the child to Molina de 
Aragon to live with her grandparents. 
It did not take long for the outstand-
ing qualities with which God had 
adorned her body and soul to blos-
som, to the admiration of all. 

Beautiful in appearance, discreet 
in her shrewdness, kind and friend-
ly, the young woman never dwelt in 
useless self-contemplation. On the 
contrary, she knew how to enhance 
her beauty by cladding it in modesty 
and she made her talents shine with 
the light of prayer, to the exercise of 
which she faithfully devoted herself.

Nevertheless, one’s enemies are 
often those of one’s own household, as 
the Saviour announced (cf. Mt 10:36), 
and in her life it was no different. Ob-
serving their granddaughter’s qual-
ities and the flattery she garnered, her 
grandparents hastened to seek suitors 
for marriage and succeeded in mak-
ing her indulge in the adornments and 
vanities common to girls of her age. 

A providential fact removed her 
from these dangers. When she was 
about sixteen years old, she came into 
contact with Fr. Antonio de Castro, 
a Jesuit and a great orator. On noting 
Maria’s virtues, the priest advised her 
to become a Discalced Carmelite in the 
monastery of Toledo, recently founded 
by St. Teresa of Avila. But the laxity to 
which she had given herself over had 
led her so far from her vocation that 
she would not listen to her confessor’s 
advice, replying that there was no way 
she could do so. God, however, never 
allows Himself to be defeated when it 
is a matter of winning over a beloved 
soul, and would not permit her to es-
cape so easily… 

Struggling internally with the de-
cision she should take regarding her 
life – to follow the religious life or 
to marry – she decided to entrust the 
matter to Heaven. As she was praying 

before a statue of Our Lord carrying 
the Cross venerated in the oratory 
of her house, she heard Him say: “I 
want you to be a Discalced Carmel-
ite.”4 She did not believe what she 
had heard, preferring to think it was 
an illusion. Her conscience, however, 
gave her no respite.

Such was her resistance that, hear-
ing the voice of the Redeemer once 
more, she still would not heed Him. 
Our Lord then addressed her a yet third 
time: “I want you to be My spouse 
in the Discalced Carmelites.”5 Final-
ly Maria allowed herself to be con-
quered! She immediately informed her 
confessor of her decision to become a 
nun and wrote a letter to the reformer 
of Carmel, St. Teresa of Jesus.

Entry into Carmel

Having been informed by Fr. Cas-
tro about the young lady’s virtues, St. 
Teresa wanted the novice to join the 
Carmel of Avila. However, as it had 
already the maximum number of nuns 
allowed in that convent, she decided 
to send her to the monastery of Toledo 
with the following recommendation: 
“I am sending her to you with a 
dowry of five thousand ducats, 
but I must tell you that she is 
such a person that I would very 
willingly give fifty thousand. Do 
not consider her as just any-
one, for I hope in 
God that she will 
be a prodigy.”6 

The chron-
icles relate that Maria 
went to Toledo ac-
companied by the 
Jesuit in the last 
days of July 1577. 
Some of her rela-
tives, outraged by 
the young girl’s 
decision, tried 
in vain to mur-
der the priest. 
However, they 
did not suc-

ceed in preventing her from reaching 
her destination and receiving the hab-
it on August 12. In the ceremony, in 
which she adopted the name of Maria 
de Jesus, Our Lord Jesus Christ, His 
Blessed Mother and the glorious St. Jo-
seph appeared before everyone.

However, just as gold is purified 
in the crucible, God wanted to purify 

St. Teresa of Avila - Convent of St. Joseph, Toledo (Spain); 
previous page, authentic portrait Blessed Maria de Jesus, 

painted in Toledo (Spain)
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this soul with another trial. The rig-
our of religious life and the innumer-
able penances to which she submitted 
herself quickly weakened her health. 
This aroused misgivings in the nuns, 
who began to wonder how such a 
sick person could maintain the ob-
servance of the rule, and they even 
thought of sending her away.

In view of this, St. Teresa decided 
to send a letter to the monastery of 
Toledo informing them that if they 
did not accept her there, she would 
take her to Avila, because she was 
sure that the convent that sheltered 
her within its walls would benefit 
immensely, even if she had to remain 
bedridden all her life. Faced with 
such evidence, the nuns offered no 
further resistance. Having overcome 
this additional obstacle, Maria de 
Jesus made her profession of vows on 
September 8, 1578. 

Her relationship with  
St. Teresa

It is said that St. Teresa used to 
consult her very often in her diffi-
culties, for, at a mere twenty years of 
age, Sr. Maria de Jesus knew how to 
answer the questions she was asked 
with intelligence and insight. St. Ter-
esa liked the young woman’s advice 
so much that the great Foundress 
often preferred her opinions to her 
own. 

On one occasion, when the Saint 
asked the nun for advice, she was so 
pleased with her opinion that she re-
plied, “It must be so, for you, my Le-
tradillo, have said so.”7 

On one occasion, after the death 
of the Foundress, she appeared to our 
Saint while she was praying for the fu-
ture of the Discalced Carmelites, and 
told her not to fear, for God Himself 
was watching over the Order, as it had 
been raised up on her blood, which so 
greatly pleased Him. In another cir-
cumstance, Sr. Maria de Jesus asked 
Our Lord to give her the virtues of 
the Saint of Avila, who then appeared 

to her affirming that the Most High 
would grant them to whomever was 
ready to receive them.8

Period as prioress marked  
by trial

Throughout her sixty-three years of 
religious life, Blessed Maria de Jesus 
dedicated herself to various offices: 
doorkeeper, nurse, sacristan, mistress 
of novices and prioress. However, the 

exercise of the latter cost her intense 
suffering.

She was elected to this office on 
September 25, 1591, at the age of thirty-
one. At first she resisted accepting, as 
she felt incapable of performing it per-
fectly, but due to the insistence of the 
other sisters she was obliged to accept.

Assuming it in an exemplary man-
ner, she felt the duty to be more per-
fect and took the lead over the others 
in complying with the rule. Neverthe-
less, suffering did not cease to accom-
pany her, for the pains and illnesses 
she was already she bore were joined 
by interior trials, attacks by the devil 
and persecution. 

One of the nuns fabricated slanders 
against her, though the motives that 
led her to commit such an injustice are 
not clearly known. As a result, Moth-
er Maria de Jesus was removed from 
her position as Prioress. In addition, 
for several years suffered the oppos-
ition of the provincial, Fr. Alonso de 
Jesus Maria. Despite the ill treatment 
she received, she always remained se-
rene and submissive to authority. On 
the other hand, she always enjoyed 
the esteem of the most faithful reli-
gious, who, seeing her relieved of her 
responsibility as superior, elected her 
again as mistress of novices. Her inno-
cence was not established until twenty 
years after the accusations.

At last the moment had come that 
God had reserved for justice, or-
daining that she should once again 
assume the office of prioress, so that, 
through the excellence of her virtues, 
she might once again influence those 
under her charge. And He himself 
promised her, together with St. Teresa, 
that He would accompany her in the 
government of the monastery.

Because of her zeal for the Bless-
ed Sacrament, she devoted these last 
years to the task of erecting the con-
vent church in order to give greater so-
lemnity to the ceremonies in honour of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and His Blessed 
Mother.

The pains and 
illnesses she was 
already suffering 
were joined by 
interior trials, 
attacks by the devil 
and persecution

Blessed Maria de Jesus - Church of  
the Holy Angel, Seville (Spain)
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Mystical graces  
and contact with the  
supernatural

Once, after receiving Holy Com-
munion on the feast of the Ascension, 
she saw Our Lord, full of glory and 
majesty, ascending to Heaven togeth-
er with a multitude of Angels. Realiz-
ing that she was still on this earth, she 
protested: 

“Lord, do not leave us orphans!”
And Jesus answered her: 
“I do not leave you orphans, for 

I remain in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. See Me in it and see your-
self within my Heart.” 

On another occasion, on the Vigil 
of Pentecost, she saw the three Per-
sons of the Most Holy Trinity in the 
Holy Eucharist. At that moment, 
the Divine Master showed her the 
wounds of His side and, giving her 
to understand the value and efficacy 

of His Blood, said: “My daughter, 
this Blood and my Heart are yours. 
Make it your dwelling place for-
ever, and be immersed in my Blood. 
Know that my Blood burns and en-
kindles the hearts that cast them-
selves into it.”9  

“I have fought the  
good fight”

At the age of eighty, after a life of 
struggles and tribulations, Mother 
Maria de Jesus died in the odour of 
sanctity on September 13, 1640, sur-
rounded by those she esteemed as 
daughters, who buried her body in their 
convent. Exhumed four times over the 
years, she was found incorrupt, ac-
cording to the records, and exuding a 
pleasant perfume that spread through-
out the monastery. 

This is how God rewards those 
who, sparing no effort, give them-
selves unreservedly to Him. They can 
say with St. Paul: “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. Henceforth there 
is laid up for me the crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the right-
eous Judge, will award to me” (2 Tm 
4:7-8). 

1 EVARISTO DE LA VIRGEN DEL CAR-
MEN, OCD. El letradillo de Santa Teresa. 
Biografía de la Madre María de Jesus. To-
ledo: Sebastián Rodríguez, 1926, p.29.

2 Idem, p.32.
3 Idem, p.34.
4 Idem, p.40.

5 Idem, p.41.
6 Idem, p.45.
7 Idem, p.71. The word letradillo, used by St. 

Teresa as a nickname for Blessed Maria de 
Jesus, seems to refer, in an affectionate and 
quaint manner, to her condition as a par-
ticularly enlightened person. 

8 Cf. JERÓNIMO DE LA MADRE DE 
DIOS, OCD. Peregrinación de Anasta-
sio. In: Obras. Burgos: El Monte Carmelo, 
1933, t.III, p.253.

9 EVARISTO DE LA VIRGEN DEL CAR-
MEN, op. cit., p.196.

“This Blood and 
my Heart are 
yours. Make it 
your dwelling 
place forever.” 
Thus God rewards 
those who give 
themselves to Him

At left, Blessed Maria de Jesus portrayed on her deathbed; at right, her incorrupt body, which is found at the  
main altar of the Convent of St. Joseph, Toledo (Spain)
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Maternal Aid  
in Times of Need

C

Dona Lucilia 
continues to surprise 
everyone with her 
maternal help. Such 
was the experience  
of Mr. Alexandre 
Dias
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õ Elizabete Fátima Astorino

onsidering the various facts 
of the life of Dona Lucilia, 
we observe that at the root 
of her way of treating others, 

a certain virtue shone in a special 
way: kindness! 

No setback, illness or difficulty 
was capable of impeding her bene-
volence from enveloping those who 
needed help. 

More than fifty years after her 
passage into eternity, she continues 

to surprise everyone with her mater-
nal intercession. 

Diagnosed with viral myelitis

Eloquent proof of this is the account 
sent by Mrs. Anésia Valéria Gabriel, 
from Miracema (Rio de Janeiro State), 
about the humanly inexplicable heal-
ing of her husband, Mr. Alexandre 
Dias Gabriel.

On April 1, 2016, he awoke with 
severe pain in his neck and arm. A 

difficult struggle began for Anésia 
and her family, as the pain intensified 
every day, requiring frequent visits to 
the emergency room. 

As the condition worsened, Al-
exandre sought medical attention 
in other cities and was hospitalized 
several times for treatment, but 
without any improvement. On the 
contrary, he began to lose the move-
ment of his legs and in August he 
started using a wheelchair. Finally, 

Dona Lucilia always graciously receives the requests that 
are made to her. Thus it is enough to have recourse to her 
intercession to find a prompt solution even to apparently 
unresolvable problems.

hiGhliGhts oF dona luCilia’s interCession
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n At left, Mr. Alexandre Dias  
Gabriel in December of 2021;  

at right, in July of 2022,  
after the favour he received through  

the intercession of Dona Lucilia
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“Today he walks; 
he can even travel. 
It was six years 
of struggle and 
suffering, but Dona 
Lucilia heard our 
prayers and obtained 
the miracle”
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Our life has changed. We have no 
words to thank her.”

“Without a doubt, Dona 
Lucilia has answered us”

Mr. Juan Manuel García Félix, 
who lives in Ciempozuelos, Spain, 
also benefited from Dona Lucilia’s 
intercession, according to the ac-
count sent by his daughter, Mrs. Pilar 
García Moraleda. 

She recounts: “My father under-
went surgery to remove a stomach 
tumour. Everything went well in the 
operation, but two days later the doc-
tors found that there was a leak in one 
of the sutures. If they could not close 
it with conventional treatment, they 
would have to perform another oper-
ation, which would be much more 
complicated than the first and would 
expose him to serious risks.” 

Under the weight of this difficult 
scenario, Juan Manuel’s wife returned 
to her home to rest. Upon arriving 
there, she found the Heralds of the 
Gospel magazine in the mailbox and, 
as usual, she began to read it. Upon 
seeing a large photo of Dona Lucilia 
on the back cover, she was overcome 
with joy, for she understood this as a 
sign from Heaven. She hurried back 
to the hospital and placed the picture 
of Dona Lucilia in the patient’s room, 
and the whole family began to ask 
her for a solution to their distressing 
situation.

Pilar concludes her account thus: 
“From that day onwards, miracu-
lously, the leak began to close; and in 
twenty-five days the problem was re-
solved; there was no longer any need 
for a second operation. The doctors 
were very surprised by the good out-
come of the case. Without any doubt, 
Dona Lucilia assisted us in that mo-
ment of anguish. We thank her with 
all our hearts for her intercession.”

A terrifying prospect

Mrs. Maria Teresa Falchero, from 
São Caetano do Sul (São Paulo State), 

a doctor diagnosed his illness: viral 
myelitis.

In 2017, it was necessary to in-
sert an indwelling urinary catheter; 
the following year, he underwent a 
cystotomy. Alexandre had several 
medical consultations and took many 
medications, but his situation was 
only worsening continually.

In July 2021, his hands swelled to 
the point of forcing him to go to the 
emergency room every day, often to 
receive a morphine injection. Eventu-
ally, he also lost the movement of his 
hands.

Unable to receive adequate treat-
ment in his city, a doctor referred 
him to Rio de Janeiro. There he was 
offered surgery on the nerves of his 
legs, which would eliminate the pain, 
but would exclude the possibility of 
one day walking again. While wait-
ing to be admitted, the daily emer-
gency room visits continued, due to 
the severe pain and the constant spasm 
attacks.

Powerful intervention  
after six years of  
suffering

On February 15, 2022, the family 
received a visit from a priest of the 
Heralds of the Gospel. After giving 
the sick man the appropriate blessing, 
the priest asked him if he believed 
in miracles. Receiving a positive 
response, he suggested that the pa-
tient ask with much confidence for 
the intervention of Dona Lucilia to 
remedy his case. Alexandre and his 
family immediately began to pray to 
this kind lady. 

The following day, he felt a strong 
discomfort and had to go promptly 
to the hospital. A few moments later, 
everyone was surprised to see that 
he could move his hands again! In a 
short time, the swelling went down 
and the pain stopped. 

The next day, they noticed that he 
was slowly regaining movement in 
his legs as well.

“From that day on,” declares the 
grateful Anésia, “everything happened 
very quickly: the pain stopped, the 
crises stopped. My husband no long-
er takes any medication. Everything 
improved and today he walks; he can 
even travel. It was six years of struggle 
and suffering, but Dona Lucilia heard 
our prayers and obtained the miracle. 

Dona Lucilia around the year 1960

Contents  Contents



Upon seeing a 
large photo of 
Dona Lucilia on 
the back cover, 
she was overcome 
with joy, for she 
understood this as a 
sign from Heaven
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was assisted by Dona Lucilia in a 
situation in which her life was in ser-
ious risk, as her daughter, Maria Fer-
nanda Madrucci, tells us. 

Suffering from severe pneumonia, 
Maria Teresa had to be hospitalized. 
The antibiotics were administered 
intravenously and, because her veins 
were very sensitive and owing to other 
complications, at a certain point it 
became necessary to insert the intra-
venous into her neck. However, due 
to a medical error, the antibiotic was 
injected into an artery, which caused 
a haemorrhage followed by five con-
vulsions throughout the day, due to the 
formation of a thrombus.

The doctor informed her that it 
would be necessary to intubate her if 
any further convulsions occurred, in 
order to prevent irreversible sequelae 
to the brain. He also explained that she 
might not withstand such a procedure, 
considering her the condition of her 
lungs. 

Faced with such a terrifying pros-
pect, her daughter Maria Fernanda 
placed a picture of Dona Lucilia on 
her pillow, fervently asking her to 
take care of her mother, interceding 
for her with Our Lady. 

Arriving home, she gathered her 
daughters to explain their grand-
mother’s situation, and recommended 
that they pray to Dona Lucilia, im-
ploring her help. 

Under the protection  
of a “rose-coloured” shawl

When she returned to the hospital 
the next morning, Maria Fernanda 
noticed that the medical team was 
gathered at the door of her mother’s 
room. She immediately thought that 
the worst had happened… As she ap-
proached, the doctor asked her:

“Do you believe in God?”
“Yes, of course! Why are you asking 

me this?” answered Maria Fernanda.
“Then go in and see your mother.”
She entered the room and found 

her mother sitting up in bed, cheerful 
and smiling, eating breakfast without 
any difficulty. She then pointed to the 
photo that Maria Fernanda had put on 
her pillow the night before, and said: 

“My daughter, I have the distinct 
impression that I saw this lady while I 
was sleeping.” 

Maria Fernanda concludes in her 
account: “She said she felt enveloped 
by something rose-coloured, which I 
imagine to be Dona Lucilia’s shawl, 
as it appears in the photo.”

Unexpected outcome  
in the settlement of a debt

“I was desperate, extremely anx-
ious, and did not know what to do, 

because I had a very large debt that I 
was not able to pay off.”

This is how an account sent from 
Cuenca, Ecuador, begins, written by 
Mrs. Narcisa Vásquez. She continues: 
“I went to the Church of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and I explained my 
problem to the priest who was hearing 
Confessions there. He advised her to 
make a novena to the Blessed Virgin 
and to also ask Dona Lucilia for help. 
She prayed with faith to the latter, say-
ing to her in all simplicity: 

“You know the suffering I am go-
ing through; give me a light so that I 
may overcome this problem.”

A few days later, a solution oc-
curred to her. She owned land that 
she and her sister had bought togeth-
er. But her sister had reaffirmed 
several times their original decision 
to sell it only when they were both 
quite old, so that it would serve as a 
safety net in their old age. Narcisa 
recounts: 

“I entrusted myself once more to 
Dona Lucilia and proposed to my sis-
ter that we sell the land. She immedi-
ately accepted the proposal, without 
even asking why. Three days later, a 
buyer appeared and paid a fair price.”

With this entirely “Lucilian” solu-
tion, Narcisa’s distressing problem 
was solved.

Serious consequences 
of an accident

Impressed with the promptness 
with which Dona Lucilia obtained 
her friend Daniele’s recovery, Maria 
Aparecida Defanti, from Cambuci 
(RJ), sent us a detailed report of the 
case. 

She tells us that Daniele was 
calmly returning to her home on her 
motorbike when, as she drove over a 
bump, she lost her balance and fell. 
This resulted in the fracture of seven 
ribs, as well as injuries to her liver, 
spleen and lungs. As soon as she ar-
rived at the hospital, she was taken 
to the ICU. 

Mr. Juan Manuel García Félix with  
the picture of Dona Lucilia published in 

the magazine
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Maria Teresa said 
that during her 
unconsciousness, 
she felt enveloped 
by something rose-
coloured, like Dona 
Lucilia’s shawl
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Dona Lucilia

The doctor in charge advised the 
family to transfer her to a hospital 
with better resources, as her case was 
very serious. Relatives and friends 
made numerous attempts to effect the 
transfer, but to no avail. They then de-
cided to put the case in the hands of 
Dona Lucilia. 

“Ask her for the miracle you so  
desperately need”

“We started praying right away, 
asking Dona Lucilia to cure her as 
soon as possible,” reports Maria 
Aparecida. Five days after the ac-
cident, a friend visited Daniele in 
the hospital and gave her a picture 
of Dona Lucilia, saying: “Ask her 
for the miracle you so desperately 
need.” 

To everyone’s surprise, including 
the doctor’s, signs of improvement 
began to appear the next day. The day 
after that there was another surprise: 
a CT scan revealed that her liver and 
spleen were already in good condi-
tion. 

However, the prayers had not yet 
been fully answered, for one worri-
some factor still lingered: her lungs 
were retaining too much fluid. In 
view of this, the doctor said that he 

Mrs. Maria Teresa Falchero with a 
portrait of Dona Lucilia

would do a drainage procedure on the 
following day, after an X-ray examin-
ation. However, there was no need to 
go ahead with this surgical interven-
tion, because the x-ray examination 
clearly showed that Daniele’s body 
was free from all after-effects of the 
accident. 

Stupefied, the doctor examined 
the patient once more, looked over 
the X-ray again and finally told her: 
“You can go home, because you are 
completely recovered. A miracle has 
happened! I have been in this profes-
sion for thirty-five years and I have 
never seen anything like it. It is truly 
a miracle!”

*     *     *

These accounts show the in-
exhaustible generosity with which 
Dona Lucilia comes to the aid of 
those who invoke her in times of 
trouble and suffering. As her benevo-
lence is a reflection of the goodness 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, she al-
ways accepts the requests made to 
her. It is enough to have recourse to 
her for a prompt solution, even to ap-
parently unresolvable problems! 

R
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n

Contents  Contents



1

1

3

5 6 7

2

4

Congresses on the Holy Church
“B

40      Heralds of the Gospel · September 2022

P
ho

to
s:

 S
te

ph
en

 N
am

i
P

ho
to

s:
 T

hi
ag

o 
Ta

m
ur

a

ehold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell in unity” (Ps 133:1). Doing justice to these 

words of the Holy Scriptures, young people and adults 
from all over Brazil and the world flocked to the forma-
tion Houses of Tabor and Mount Carmel in Caieiras (SP) 
during the last weeks of July, in order to participate in the 
time-honoured congresses for the male sector (photos 1 
and 2), the female sector (photos 3 and 4) and for the 
cooperators of the Heralds of the Gospel (photos 5 to 7).

The three congresses were based on the theme of the 
Holy Church, giving participants the opportunity to gain a 

deeper knowledge of this Mother who, owing to the prom-
ise of immortality she received from her Divine Founder 
– “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt 16:18) 
– has passed unscathed and immaculate through the fier-
cest battles, both internal and external, that have been 
waged against her. 

Lectures, theatrical productions, study circles, Mass-
es, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and processional 
Rosaries were some of the activities that filled these days 
with blessed and joyful fellowship, so that participants 
could return to their duties with renewed vigour.
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Superior General of the Clerical  Superior General of the Clerical  
Society of Apostolic Life Virgo Flos CarmeliSociety of Apostolic Life Virgo Flos Carmeli

At left, Fr. Jorge María Storni greets Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, founder of the Heralds of the Gospel, on the day  
of his diaconal ordination; at right, his funeral Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil)

Colombia – On July 20, people from various regions of the country gathered to participate in a Marian congress 
held at the Church of Our Lady of Fatima, in Tocancipá. In addition to lectures, there was also a solemn crowning of 

the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Mass.

fter seventy-nine years of fighting and conquering 
for Mary Most Holy, on June 13, Fr. Jorge María 

Storni, EP, Superior General of the Clerical Society of 
Apostolic Life Virgo Flos Carmeli, priestly branch of the 
Heralds of the Gospel, departed for eternity.

Fr. Storni was born in Buenos Aires in 1942. After ob-
taining a Law degree, he dedicated himself to defending 
the Faith and the inspiring principles of Christian Civiliza-
tion, participating, for this purpose, in various associations 
in his native country.

At a young age, he met Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira in 
the Argentine capital, with whom he established a close 

and deep friendship, re-
ceiving from him import-
ant missions in Europe and 
America, on account of his 
exceptional gifts and deep 
piety.

As a member of the Heralds of the 
Gospel, he was ordained a priest in 2008. A man of great 
culture and wisdom, he obtained a Doctorate in Canon 
Law in Venice in 2013. In 2017 he was elected Superior 
General of the Clerical Society of Apostolic Life Virgo 
Flos Carmeli, a position he held until his death.  
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Tocancipá (Colombia)Tocancipá (Colombia)

San José (Costa Rica)San José (Costa Rica)Medellin (Colombia)Medellin (Colombia)

n July 25 and 26, over one hundred and sixty-eight 
thousand Spanish-speaking families from Lat-

in-America and Spain made their solemn consecration to 
Jesus through Mary, after completing the preparation course 
given by Rev. Fr. Manuel Rodríguez Sancho, EP, offered 
free of charge through the Reconquest Catholic Formation 
Platform of the Heralds of the Gospel.

Twelve thousand people were personally present for the 
ceremonies held in churches, oratories and chapels of the 
Heralds of the Gospel. In Spain, these took place in the cit-
ies of Madrid, Murcia, Oviedo, Santiago de Compostela, 
and Sevilla la Nueva; in Colombia, the cities of Bogota, Me-

dellin and Tocancipá; in Ecuador, the cities of Quito, Cuen-
ca and Guayaquil; the city of Ypacaraí in Paraguay; as well 
as in the capital cities of Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, Dominican Republic, Peru, Chile, Argentina 
and Uruguay. Additionally, two hundred thousand families 
were able to watch, through the Heralds of the Gospel chan-
nel on YouTube, the Mass and consecration ceremony pre-
sided over by Fr. Manuel Rodríguez at the Church of Our 
Lady of Fatima in Tocancipá, Colombia.

Over the last year, 800,000 families in the Americas and 
Europe have consecrated themselves to Our Lady through 
the courses provided on the Reconquest Platform.
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Guayaquil (Ecuador)Guayaquil (Ecuador)Ypacaraí (Paraguay)Ypacaraí (Paraguay)

Madrid (Spain)Madrid (Spain) Santiago (Chile)Santiago (Chile) Buenos Aires (Argentina)Buenos Aires (Argentina)

Guatemala CityGuatemala CityMexico CityMexico City

Cuenca (Ecuador)Cuenca (Ecuador) Lima (Peru)Lima (Peru)

San Salvador San Salvador 
(El Salvador)(El Salvador)
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Abbey and Chapel Dedicated to  
St. Michael Escape Blaze

New massacre  
of Catholics in Africa

The brutal persecution suffered 
by Christians at the hands of Islamic 
terrorists continues in Burkina Faso, 
a West African republic. On July 3 
alone, thirty-one people were killed in 
a night attack. Fourteen of them were 
in front of the church of the Bourasso 
community.

In the Diocese of Fada N’Gourma, 
in the east of the country, five of its 
sixteen parishes have completely shut 
down after serious attacks. In another 
seven parishes, pastoral work is lim-
ited to the main church, as most of the 
access roads to the villages have been 

blocked by terrorists or are under their 
control.

Blood of St. Pantaleon liquefies 

On July 27, the faithful thronged at 
the Incarnation Monastery in Madrid 
to witness a phenomenon that has 
taken place annually since the seven-
teenth century: the liquefaction of the 
blood of St. Pantaleon. 

The blood of this 4th-century mar-
tyr is contained in a hermetically 
sealed ampoule, and on the day dedi-
cated to the Saint, the liquefaction is 
repeated not only in Spain, but also in 
Ravello, Italy, whose cathedral houses 
a similar relic. 

Reliquary with  
the Most Precious Blood 
of Christ recovered

A reliquary containing the Most 
Precious Blood of Christ, belonging 
to the Benedictine Abbey of Fécamp 
in France, was recovered intact in the 
Netherlands over six weeks after it 
was stolen on the night of June 1 to 
2. Arthur Brand, a Dutch detective 
who specializes in the arts, found it 

on his doorstep days after receiving 
an anonymous e-mail, the sender of 
which claimed to be in possession of 
the valuable relic.

The receptacle, which measures 
about thirty centimetres, houses two 
small vials containing some drops of 
the Precious Blood of Our Lord, col-
lected by Joseph of Arimathea after 
lowering the Body of Jesus from the 
Cross. 

Historic heritage at stake  
in Europe

A report published by the French 
Senate’s Commission on Culture has 
warned that thousands of the coun-
try’s 100,000 religious buildings will 
have to be sold or demolished unless 
the government allocates resources to 
maintain them. More than forty thou-
sand of these buildings date back to 
before the 20th century, and fifteen 
thousand of them are protected as 
historic monuments, but many have 
suffered deterioration from the ele-
ments. Over a century ago, Catholic 
churches in France were declared the 
property of the State, which makes 

he heat wave that hit Europe in 
July caused several forest fires, 

with the destruction of large tracts of 
land. 

Mont Saint-Michel de Brasparts

Abbey of Saint-Michel de Frigolet

On July 17, the flames consumed one 
thousand five hundred hectares around 
the Abbey of Saint-Michel de Frigolet 
on the southern coast of France, forcing 
the Premonstratensian monks who live 
there to evacuate the building, which 
dates back to the 12th century. Fortun-
ately, the firefighters had the heavenly 
aid of the monastery’s protective Arch-
angel, and the fire was contained with-
in a short distance of its walls.

The following day, the guardian-
ship of the Prince of the Heavenly Mil-
itia was also felt on the west coast of 
France, where the fire that devastated 

one thousand seven hundred hectares 
on Mont Saint-Michel de Brasparts 
was halted by firefighters only a few 
metres from a chapel dedicated to him.
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n July 9, feast of Our Lady of Chiquinquirá, Patron-
ess of Colombia, a ceremony was held at the shrine 

of this Marian invocation for the restitution of her jewels, 
stolen last year. 

While a Dominican priest read proclamations on the sym-
bolism of each piece, cadets from the National Police School 
carried them on cushions to the presbytery. There, the jew-
els were transferred to the hands of high-ranking army and 
police officers who brought them to the feet of the image, 
lowered from its usual place, so that the Archbishop of Bo-

gota and President of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference, 
Archbishop Luis José Rueda, could place them upon the 
miraculous painting. Festive songs and hymns filled the air, 
led by the choir and orchestra of the Heralds of the Gospel.

In addition to reinstating the crown of Our Lady and 
of her Divine Son, the sceptre, the rosaries and the half-
moon under the feet of the Virgin, the Dominican Fathers 
also presented Her with a new gift: a globe crowned with 
the cross, symbol of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s maternal 
rule over the world.

the public authorities responsible for 
their upkeep. 

A similar situation exists in Spain, 
where four hundred religious monu-
ments, including churches and con-
vents of high patrimonial and artistic 
value, are in ruins, according to the 
Hispania Nostra Association. 

Missionaries of charity 
expelled from Nicaragua

At the end of June, the Nicara-
guan government decreed the ur-
gent country-wide dissolution of the 
Congregation of the Missionaries 
of Charity, founded by St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, and the expulsion from its 
territory of the eighteen religious 
sisters who comprised it. On July 
6, the police and officials from the 
General Administration of Migration 
and Immigration took the sisters to 
the Costa Rican border, where they 

were received into the Diocese of 
Tilarán-Liberia.

The religious, some of them na-
tives of Nicaragua, with others com-
ing from Spain, India, Vietnam, Phil-
ippines, Mexico, Ecuador and Guate-
mala, ran a home for the elderly there, 
along with other pastoral work. The 
Missionaries of Charity have been 
operating in Nicaragua since 1988.

US museum hosts exhibition 
on Notre-Dame 

Until September 26, the National 
Building Museum in Washington, 
D.C. will host an interactive ex-
hibition on the Cathedral of Notre-
Dame de Paris, one of the most em-
blematic and visited monuments in 
the world. 

The exhibition, entitled Notre-
Dame de Paris: The Augmented Ex-
hibition, offers a walk through the 

cathedral’s almost millenary history 
by means of virtual reconstructions, 
which visually transport visitors 
through time. They can follow the 
building of the temple in the Middle 
Ages, watch the arrival of the Crown 
of Thorns brought by St. Louis IX in 
1241, witness the installation of the 
spire devised by Viollet-le-Duc, or 
follow the restoration efforts on the 
church since the 2019 fire, among 
other events. 

Large panels with never-before-
seen photographs, three-dimensional 
reproductions of the cathedral and its 
decorative details – including a gar-
goyle and a life-size statue – and rep-
licas of the stone tiles and stained-
glass windows that adorn the sacred 
building complete the experience for 
visitors, to the sound of the harmoni-
ous chords of Notre-Dame’s organs 
and bells.

At left, the image of the Virgin of Chiquinquirá with her jewels; at centre and on the right, scenes of the ceremony
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story For Children... or For adults Full oF Faith?

Blessed Are the Stars  
that Saw You as an Infant!

These words flooded Aurea with joy and gave her strength 
to continue her journey. Then – wonder of wonders! – she 
caught sight of the longed-for planet!

et there be lights in the firma-
ment of the heavens to separ-
ate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years” (Gen 
1:14). Such were the words of God 
when He created the stars – words 
that forever resound in their “ears”. 
Yes, these words became the motto the 
stars lived by.

But not all stars dwell close to our 
planet; some shine far, far away. One 
such star, named Aurea, lived at a 
distance that is difficult to calculate. 
Being a deeply pensive star, she al-
ways pondered to herself: “My mis-
sion is to serve as a sign, and to meas-
ure times and seasons. But how and 
where will I fulfil this duty? It’s all so 
dark here… and so remote.”

Aurea travelled from one galaxy to 
another mulling over this doubt, until 
she came across a shimmering star, 
with an especially intense glow. She 
approached it and said:

“Venerable star, may I ask you a 
question?”

“Of course.”
“The divine command resounds 

as the ideal we exist for. But, I don’t 
know how to obey it. To whom shall 

we serve as a sign? What times will we 
be signs of? We live in this darkness, 
and only see other stars around here… 
Could you explain this to me?”

“Dear little star, everything in the 
universe has a purpose. In our case, 
we were created for the benefit of hu-
man beings. The light we emit marks 
events for them, and our presence can 
have great meaning in their lives and 
even in human history.”

“Ah, human beings! I know that 
they were made to govern created 
things. How wondrous it is to serve 
people, made in the image and like-
ness of God! But the space that sep-
arates us is immense… It leaves me 
feeling a little daunted!”

The great star replied:
“It is true that you still have a long 

way to go before you will come close 
enough to Earth for your light to reach 
it. But distance should not be cause for 
sadness, but for joy. The longer the de-
lay, the more glorious the day of your 
arrival will be.”

Touched by those words of en-
couragement, Aurea thanked the glit-
tering star. They bid each other fare-
well and continued on their separate 
ways.

With bolstered hope, the star 
looked forward to that grand day with 
growing eagerness. She went on, and 
on, and on… However, there were 
still many light years ahead, before 
she would reach her goal.

The journey was long, and some 
stars gave up halfway, preferring to 
die in oblivion rather than persevere in 
enthusiasm. When Aurea felt the first 
whispers of sadness, and discourage-
ment knocked at the door of her heart, 
she remembered the words of that ex-
perienced counsellor: “The longer the 
delay, the more glorious the day.”

At a certain point, she had a provi-
dential encounter when her path led 
her close to a large constellation, and 
she was curious to meet its members.

“My luminary friends! I’m sorry 
to interrupt your conversation, but 
please tell me: has your brightness al-
ready illuminated the Earth?”

“Oh yes! It was unforgettable!” re-
plied one of them.

“We are truly blessed, for we shone 
on a very special night!”

“Really? What night was that?” 
asked Aurea.

“We were the ones lighting the 
firmament when a patriarch heard 
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You were chosen by God to adorn 
the sky on the day of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary’s birth!
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from God: ‘Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to 
number them… So shall your des-
cendants be.’ (Gn 15:5). It was Abra-
ham! He tried to count us – but in 
vain! After all, there are so many of 
us! He admitted that he was unable to 
do so, and made a sublime act of trust 
in the Almighty.”

Aurea did not know what to say; the 
account had impressed her profound-
ly. She thanked them and moved on.

Becoming a little distressed by the 
delay, she came across another heav-
enly body and decided to ask how 
much time was left till Earth. As she 
approached, she noticed that it was a 
star of a greyish tone, completely de-
void of glow and bearing an expres-
sion of deep sorrow on its face.

“I apologize for interrupting you… 
I just wanted to ask how much further 
I must travel to reach…”

“Earth? I don’t have good mem-
ories of that place…”

“You don’t? Why not?”
“I was fascinated with the idea 

of spreading my light to mankind, 
but when I arrived there, I saw an 
appalling sight: some of them were 
worshiping a golden calf! The chosen 
people had put aside the worship of 
the true God to adore an idol that they 
themselves had made… With that, 
I lost my luminosity, and so did the 
other stars that were with me. It was 

the Creator’s manner of showing His 
displeasure with that sin.”

“I’m sorry for your sad fate… What 
a horrible thing it is to offend our Fath-
er! My friend, thank you so much for 
revealing to me such a great and mov-
ing event. It has helped me to under-
stand yet another aspect of the Lord!”

“It was a pleasure! I hope you shine 
your light upon those who truly love 
Him. You will be arriving before long. 
Have confidence and be steadfast!”

Aurea left the conversation appre-
hensively: “Will I also witness the 
infidelity of mankind?  Lord, deliver 
me from such a disgrace!”

She kept advancing in haste, but 
now she somehow dreaded reaching 
Earth. At a certain moment, a special 
glow, more radiant than the other heav-
enly bodies and never before seen in 
the universe, approached Aurea. A gen-
tle and harmonious voice was heard:

“Onward, little star! Behold, a very 
great grace lies in store for you. Go 
just a little further, and you will fulfil 
your mission!”

The light grew dimmer until it dis-
appeared. Those words flooded the 

star with joy and gave her strength to 
carry on.

And then – wonder of wonders! – 
Aurea caught sight of the planet! Fur-
ther on, she could also hear a unique 
melody wafting towards her. And as 
she came closer, the sound became 
clearer, so that she could make out the 
words of the lovely hymn: “Blessed 
are the stars that saw You as an in-
fant!” Soon Aurea saw hosts of An-
gels, who were praising the birth of 
someone very important.

Again, that bright and mysterious 
light appeared, this time revealing a 
figure. It was the Archangel St. Gab-
riel, who proclaimed:

“You were chosen by God to adorn 
the skies at the birth of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Lord’s Chosen One, 
destined to be Mother of God. Your 
immense brilliance, visible and radi-
ant even at mid-day, will delight the 
Queen of the universe!”

As soon as the Archangel had 
finished speaking, the star felt some-
thing new within her and her light in-
tensified. She looked upon the Earth, 
and saw that Our Lady’s eyes now 
rested on her. The heavenly messen-
ger then began to sing:

“Blessed are you, O star, for you 
were the first creature that Our Lady 
contemplated! This is the prize and 
the victory of those who persevere to 
the end!” 
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The SainTS of each Day _______________________  SepTember
1. St. Joshua, son of Nun. After 

the death of Moses, of whom 
he was a disciple, he led the 
people of Israel into the Prom-
ised Land.

2. Blessed Ingrid Elofsdotter, 
widow (†1282). After her hus-
band’s death, she used all her 
possessions for charitable 
works and received the Do-
minican habit in Skänninge, 
Sweden.

3. St. Gregory the Great, Pope 
and Doctor of the Church 
(†604 Rome).

St. Marinus, deacon 
(†fourth/fifth century). He 
preached in the Rimini area 
and withdrew to Monte Titano, 
where he founded a settlement 
that would give rise to the Re-
public of San Marino.

4. 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Irmgard, laywoman 

(†c. 1089). Countess of Süchteln, 
Germany, she became a hermit and 
used her wealth to build churches.

5. Blessed William Browne, mar-
tyr (†1605). Fervent layman killed 
during the reign of James I of Eng-
land for propagating the Catholic 
Faith.

6. St. Zechariah, prophet. He fore-
told the end of the exile of the 
chosen people in Babylon, and an-
nounced the entry of the King of 
Peace into Jerusalem. 

7. St. Cloud, priest (†560). Born of 
royal lineage, he was taken in by 
his grandmother St. Clotilde after 
the death of his father and broth-
ers. He became a priest and died 
in Saint-Cloud, France.

8. Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.

Blessed Seraphina Sforza, re-
ligious (†1478). She endured many 
adversities in her married life and, 
after being widowed, spent the 
rest of her years under the rule of 
St. Clare.

9. St. Peter Claver, priest (†1654 
Cartagena - Colombia).

Blessed Maria de la Cabeza, 
laywoman (†twelfth century). 
Wife of St. Isidore the Farmer, pa-
tron of Madrid.

10. St. Pulcheria, empress (†453). At 
the age of fifteen she took a vow 
of virginity and transformed her 
living quarters into a coenobium. 
Her example changed the court.

11. 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Elijah Speleota, abbot 

(†960). He made a pilgrimage to 
Rome, where he took the habit of 
St. Basil and led a life of penance 
in the cave of Melicuccà, Italy. 

12. Most Holy Name of Mary.
St. Franciscus Ch’oe Kyŏng-

hwan, martyr (†1839). Catech-
ist arrested, tortured and killed in 
Seoul for defending Catholics and 
encouraging them to martyrdom 
during the persecutions in Korea.

13. St. John Chrysostom, bishop 
and Doctor of the Church (†407 
Comana - Turkey).

Blessed Aurélio Maria Vil-
lalón Acebrón, religious and 
martyr (†1936). Member of the 
Congregation of the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools, killed out 
of hatred for the Church.

14. Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
St. Albert, bishop (†1215). 

Patriarch of Jerusalem, he gave a 
rule to the hermits of Mount Car-
mel and, while celebrating the 
feast of the Holy Cross, was mur-
dered by a man whose miscon-
duct he had censured.

15. Our Lady of Sorrows.
St. Catherine Fieschi, widow 

(†1510). Born into one of Genoa’s 
leading families, she became re-
nowned for her love of God and 
charity towards the needy af-
ter leading a frivolous and world-
ly life.

16. St. Cornelius, Pope (†252 
Civitavecchia), and St. Cyprian, 
bishop (†258 Carthage), martyrs.

St. Vitalis, abbot (†1122). He 
renounced earthly pursuits and 
founded a monastery in Savigny, 
France, where he gathered numer-
ous disciples.

17. St. Robert Bellarmine, bishop 
and Doctor of the Church (†1621 
Rome).

St. Hildegard of Bingen, vir-
gin and Doctor of the Church 
(†1179 Bingen, Germany).

St. Therese Couderc
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The SainTS of each Day _______________________  SepTember
St. Stanislaus of Jesus and 

Mary, priest (†1701). He found-
ed the Marian Fathers of the Im-
maculate Conception of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Góra Kal-
waria, Poland.

18. 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Blesseds David Okelo and 

Jildo Irwa, martyrs (†1918). They 
were martyred as adolescents in 
a village in northern Uganda for 
dedicating themselves to provid-
ing catechesis.

19. St. Januarius, bishop and martyr 
(†fourth century Pozzuoli - Italy).

St. Marie-Emilie de Rodat, 
virgin (†1852). She founded the 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
the Holy Family in Villefranche, 
France.

20. Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, 
priest, Paul Chong Ha-sang and 
companions, martyrs (†1839-
1867 Korea).

St. José Maria de Yermo y 
Parres, priest (†1904). Founder 
of the Congregation of the Ser-
vants of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Poor in Mexico.

21. St. Matthew, Apostle and 
Evangelist.

St. Castor of Apt, bishop 
(†c. 426). To instruct the ceno-
bites under his jurisdiction on 
the monastic life, he had re-
course to St. John Cassian, 
who wrote for him the famous 
Conferences on the ascetics of 
Egypt.

22. Blessed María Purificación 
Vidal Pastor, virgin and mar-
tyr (†1936). A fervent Catholic, 
she stood out for her care of 
the sick and her assiduity in re-
ligious ceremonies. During the 
Spanish Civil War, she was ar-

rested and murdered on the road 
to Corbera, Valencia.

23. St. Pio of Pietrelcina, priest 
(†1968 San Giovanni Rotondo -  
Italy).

Blessed Marie-Émilie Tav-
ernier, religious (†1851). Af-
ter the death of her husband and 
children, she founded the Sisters 
of Providence in Montreal, for 
the care of the poor and the sick. 
Celebrated Sept. 24 in Canada.

24. Blessed Dalmazio Moner, priest 
(†1341). Dominican religious of 
the convent of Girona, Spain. 
He spent three years of recollec-
tion in the cave of St. Mary Mag-
dalene, near Marseille, France.

25. 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Sergius of Radonez, monk 

(†1392). Abbot of the Monastery 
of the Holy Trinity, in the Mos-
cow region of Russia. Of an af-

fable nature, he was a counsel-
lor to princes and a consoler of the 
faithful.

26. In Canada: Sts. Jean de 
Brébeuf and St. Isaac Jogues, 
priests and companions, martyrs 
(†1642 - 1649). Celebrated Oct. 19 
in the General Calendar.

Sts. Cosmas and Damian, 
martyrs (†third century Cyrus -  
Syria).

St. Therese Couderc virgin 
(†1885). Foundress of the Congre-
gation of Our Lady of the Cenacle 
in Lalouvesc, France.

27. St. Vincent de Paul, priest 
(†1660 Paris).

St. Elzear of Sabran, layman 
(†1323). Son of one of the lead-
ing families of Provence, France, 
he inherited the county of Ariano, 
near Naples. By mutual agree-
ment with his wife, Blessed Del-
phine, he preserved his virginity 
until the end of his days. 

28. St. Wenceslaus, martyr 
(†929/935 Stara Boleslav - Czech 
Republic).

St. Lawrence Ruiz and com-
panions, martyrs (†1633-1637 
Nagasaki - Japan).

29. St. Michael, St. Gabriel and 
St. Raphael, Archangels.

Blessed Nicola da Forca Pa-
lena, priest (†1449). A religious 
of the Order of the Hermits of 
St. Jerome, he founded the Mon-
astery of St. Onofre in Rome, 
where he died at the age of 100.

30. St. Jerome, priest and Doctor 
of the Church (†420 Bethlehem -  
Palestine).

St. Gregory the Illuminator, 
bishop (†c. 326). Apostle of Ar-
menia, near the end of his life he 
retired to a cave by the Euphrates 
River, where he died.St. Pio of Pietrelcina
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Where Is Matthew?

Two distinct scenes: on the right, Jesus and Peter call the 
publican Matthew, sitting on the left, at his tax station. The light 
from above, symbol of grace, falls on all; but which one in the 
scene is the future Apostle?

J
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ust as Holy Scripture lends itself 
to various levels of interpreta-
tion, it is also possible view great 
works of art through different 

lenses. Caravaggio’s The Calling of 
Matthew is a case in point.

In this oil painting, two scenes can 
be distinguished: on the right, Jesus 
and Peter call the publican Matthew, 
who is seated on the left at his tax col-
lection table. To bring the episode up 
to date, the Italian painter represented 
the characters in 16th-century attire. 
It would be difficult to transpose the 
scene to today’s equivalent. Perhaps a 
stock exchange, crowded with pluto-
crats?… 

According to the Gospels (cf. Mt 
9:9; Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27-28), Jesus, pass-
ing by the seaside, saw Matthew and 
said to him: “Follow Me.” The latter 
then rose, left everything and fol-
lowed Him. It should be noted that the 
Greek expression used for this rising 
– anástasis – is the same as that used 
for the verb to resurrect. Conversion 
is a true resurrection!

Excluding the figure on the left, 
standing, because Matthew was seat-
ed at the collection station, who in the 
scene would be the future Apostle?

Tradition has tended to identify 
him with the noble gentleman with 
the long beard, seeming to point to 
himself. However, a different inter-
pretation suggests that he is not iden-

tifying himself, but the young man 
hunched over the edge of the table. 
Another view is based on the writ-
ings of Cardinal Matthieu Cointerel, 
patron of the work in question. He 
had asked the artist to portray Mat-
thew at the exact moment of stand-
ing up. In this case, the tax collector 
would be the last one on the right… 
However, if Caravaggio is indeed 
the “master of ambiguity”, wouldn’t 
Matthew perhaps be the boy in the 
middle? And what if they were all 
Matthew?…

Jesus, standing in the chiaroscuro 
so typical of Caravaggio, is not point-
ing at anyone specifically, while the 
shaft of light from above, symboliz-
ing grace, falls on all. 

However, the man on the far left, 
with his head bowed, is so avid for the 
vile metal that his eyes do not even 
notice the presence of the “Light of 
the world” (Jn 8:12). His age betrays, 
perhaps, that he is being assailed by 
the devastating “noonday devil” (Ps 
90:6 Vulg.). Bent under the weight of 
iniquity, this “prodigal son” appears 
to have hands more beastly than hu-
man. Now, the first step towards con-
version is to escape from the bestial-
ity of sin.

The bearded man is also covetous: 
his right hand is clutching at coins, but 
he is able to look up and to reflect on 
himself. In fact, observing the shad-

ow on his hand, one perceives that his 
forefinger is actually turned towards 
himself, as if inquiring, “Is it I, Lord?” 
Although admiring, his recoiling pos-
ition reveals that he still possesses cer-
tain ties to the past.

The candid little boy seems to 
mimic the rich young man of the Gos-
pel, who kept the Commandments in 
their entirety and received the same 
call as Matthew: “Follow Me” (Mt 
19:21). However, his attachment to 
earthly goods – and here the plume 
is a symbol of frivolity – prevented 
him from abandoning everything and 
taking the path of perfection. That 
is why he is still leaning on the “old 
man”.

The figure on the right represents 
the characteristics of the young adult: 
bold, emotional and confrontational. 
He is the only one to carry a sword, a 
symbol of decision, whose etymology 
traces back to the idea of cutting – in 
this case, with the past life. Unsettled 
on his stool, he is already rising in the 
direction of the door, towards which 
the feet of Jesus are headed, as if ur-
ging: “Come quickly!”

If the old miser with the pince-nez 
cannot be Matthew, then who could it 
be? Notice his attitude of incitement, 
as if urging: “Count the money well…” 
It is easy to ascertain, therefore, that he 
is a devil – the exact opposite of Our 
Lord in the scene.Li
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“The Calling of Matthew”, by Caravaggio - Church of St. Louis of the French, Rome;  
in background, interior of the same church
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Peter’s presence inspires us to 
consider that conversion and perse-
verance come about through the 
Church, first of all through the Sac-
raments, especially the Eucharist. 
The great banquet that Matthew of-
fered to the Lord is a symbol of this, 
a true “altar” which made reparation 
for the collection table. Conversion 

in fact means a complete return to 
Christ, who constantly knocks at the 
door of souls. As Huysmans rightly 
diagnosed it, “The conversion of the 
sinner is not his cure, but only his 
convalescence.”1

In short, if Matthew can be found 
in everyone, regardless of his age or 
stage of spiritual life, he is also sitting, 

at this very moment, reading this arti-
cle. And once again, Jesus exhorts, 
“Follow Me.” 

What, then, will be your response? 
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1 HUYSMANS, Joris-Karl. En route. 12.ed. 
Paris: Tresse & Stock, 1895, p.285.
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Virgin and Child with Angels, Virgin and Child with Angels, 
by Bicci di Lorenzo - National by Bicci di Lorenzo - National 
Gallery, Parma (Italy)Gallery, Parma (Italy)
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Maternal Zeal that Demands Justice

M uch more than any Angel or Saint, 
Our Lady desired at every step to ful-

fil God’s will, to fully conform herself to Him.
She wanted the goodness of her Son to be 

received in countless hearts that would con-
sent to suffer with Him in order to win an 
even greater number of children. However, if 

God’s holiness demanded it, her zeal led Her 
to ask Him to exercise justice, punishing the 
recalcitrant: “He hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and hath exalted the hum-
ble” (Lk 1:52).

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP


