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Children of 
a Father’s 
Suffering

race always comes alongside sac-
rifice. [St. Paul of the Cross] pur-
chased his children with prayers, 

tears and pain. Satan made him pay 
dearly for them. [One spiritual son] cost 
him untold efforts, making him journey 
from Rome to Argentario in the dead of 
winter. Weary as he was from his travels 
and his labours, he fell ill. He was seized 
with pains so atrocious that the gravity 
of his condition caused alarm.

He was transported to Orbetello and 
brought to the house of a pious bene-
factor. Nothing could mitigate the vehe-
mence of his sufferings. They were so 
acute and piercing that the Saint, in or-
der not to complain, would recite litanies 
to Our Lady, in tones of the most pro-
found sadness. He could eat but little and 
everything caused him nausea.

For forty days and forty nights, he 
could not get a moment’s sleep. It was 
heart-breaking to hear him, with his eyes 
fixed on a statue of Mary, addressing Her 
with poignant supplications:

“O Mary, an hour of rest… At least – 
he persisted – at least half an hour… O 
Mother, my sweet Mother, for the sake 
of charity… A quarter of an hour, just 
a quarter of an hour!…”

And he was not answered… His ten-
der Mother knew well that it was not Our 
Lord’s desire to allow a truce amid the 
pains of her beloved child. To the bitterness 
of that cup were added unbearable help-
lessness, horrifying phantoms, desolating 
thoughts, overwhelming anguish… The 
dread of hell, more than the fear of death, 
tortured his soul. The demons cruelly af-
flicted him. […] The Saint endured every-
thing for five months with unalterable 
patience and resignation.

LOUIS-THERESE OF  
JESUS AGONIZING, CP.  

“The Life of St. Paul of the Cross”

St. Paul of the Cross
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Our readers Write

InspIred  
Gospel CommentarIes

Msgr. João is always clear, object-
ive and didactic in his comments on 
the Holy Gospels. They are pages 
that seem to be written by the hand 
of an Angel, with such delicacy and 
precision.

Very inspired!
Cleiton Matias 

Via revista.arautos.org

“nobly saCral”
The August issue of the magazine 

is altogether magnificent. But the 
article Nobly Sacral is marvellous! 
In fact, even today, the best libraries 
of the most famous universities in 
the world seek to maintain an atmos-
phere of recollection, comfortable 
more for the spirit than for the body. 
And that should really be the purpose 
of any reading or research. My con-
gratulations to Sr. Lorena! 

José Antonio Borda Gómez 
Bogota – Colombia

tIreless In doInG Good 
and spreadInG the truths 

of the holy ChurCh

Heralds of the Gospel magazine 
is a true grace for the entire family! 
A wealth of content with topics that 
elevate our souls to Heaven! Even the 
children’s themes attract adults, be-
cause everything is so well done.

What can we say about last Au-
gust’s edition? The title could not be 
more beautiful: The Ideal of Uniting 
Heaven and Earth. This union of 
Heaven and earth is what we have 
been imploring for two millennia, 
in the prayer of the Our Father: “Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in Heaven.” We see that 
this ideal was placed in our hearts by 
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself, but it 
is fully and resplendently in the heart 
of Msgr. He and the Heralds of the 
Gospel are always tireless in doing 
good to souls and spreading the truths 
of Holy Church to all peoples, doing 
this especially through the splendour 
of beauty and sacrality, through their 
actions and their way of life. 

We know that the world is full of 
ugliness and chaos, a picture of gener-
alized perdition… It is clear, however, 
that God always raises up a providen-
tial man for each epoch of history. He 
never abandons humanity! And look-
ing at Msgr. João, we see in him this 
providential man and, even more, we 
see, as Cardinal Franc Rodé said, that 
he belongs to the “line of heroes and 
Saints”! 

Silmara Rodrigues 
Via revista.arautos.org

an artICle that dId me muCh Good

I am grateful for the article Perfect 
Obedience – “Domine, ut videam”? 
in the June issue, because it did me 
much good, as I am presently reading 
Alonso Rodriguez’s Treatise on Con
formity to the Will of God, a beautiful 
book. Thank you. I ask you to pray 
for me, and I will pray for you. May 
God bless you.

Patricia Lucero 
Via revistacatolica.org

beautIful not only In 
Its presentatIon, but 

also In Its Content

I want to thank you for your maga-
zine, beautiful not only in its pres-
entation but also in its content, which 
is a treasure. And I thank God for be-
ing favoured to receive it because, in 
addition to learning more, reading it 
has helped me to draw closer to God, 
while getting to know a living Saint 

like Msgr. João. Thank you, and may 
God continue to enlighten you so that 
you may continue to guide us.

María Antonieta Osorio 
Trujillo – Peru

lIturGy that InspIres 
hymns In the ChurCh

The magazine’s website is beauti-
ful! Very inspiring commentaries!

I am a Church musician and al-
ways consult the Liturgy page to help 
my group in choosing hymns.

Dirceu Lelis de Moura 
Via revista.arautos.org

natIvIty of  
st. John the baptIst

From reading the article on the 
nativity of St. John the Baptist, en-
titled The Power of Eternal Predes
tination, one can translate “Divine 
Providence” as “God’s time”: every-
thing will happen at the precise time, 
neither before nor after. You are all 
angels placed at the service of our 
Most Holy Heavenly Mother, since 
such a wonderful Queen deserves not 
only heavenly but also earthly praise. 
The day will come when Heaven and 
earth will unite in one and the same 
cry, so that the “Sun” rising above 
will visit us to illuminate those who 
live in darkness and in the shadows 
of death, to guide us along the path of 
peace, the path of Mary.

Ramiro Fernando Naranjo 
Via revistacatolica.org

dona luCIlIa’s effICaCIous 
InterCessIon

Dona Lucilia intercedes effica-
ciously and really brings about mir-
acles! I would like to thank her for 
what she obtained for me! Two suc-
cessful surgeries: one for prostate and 
the other for GIST in the duodenum. 

Pedro Penteado de Faria e Silva 
Via revista.arautos.org
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Editorial

erhaps the Saviour’s most frequent exhortation was: “Follow Me.” He used 
it not only to call the Apostles – like Matthew at the tax office – but also to 
invite the rich young man to embark on a new path.

In the first case, the publican rose immediately, abandoned his former life and 
invited Jesus to a banquet. The young man, on the other hand, chose to flee the call. 
His heart, given over to earthly goods, blocked the road that leads to holiness.

St. Augustine points out that there are only two ways or “cities”: that in which 
one loves God to the point of self-denial, and that in which one loves self to the point 
of forgetting God. Or even better put, there is only one true path, namely, the one 
identified with Christ himself: “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (Jn 14:6). 
Every other is a detour.

Some suggest that any path of life is valid. If “all roads lead to Rome,” in the end 
“everything will work out”… But is that true?

The objection to this position is found in the life of the Apostles. Judas not only 
betrayed the Master, but also His ways of salvation. Jesus judged that it would be bet-
ter “if he had not been born” (Mt 26:24). Peter himself, who had promised to follow 
Christ even at the cost of his life, denied Him three times. These examples illustrate 
that the heavenly homeland is not guaranteed, even for those whom the Redeemer 
has summoned personally.

Although the path that leads to God is luminous (cf. Ps 118:105; Jn 8:12), it does 
not exclude the ascetical dimension: “If any man would come after Me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me” (Lk 9:23). The detour that leads 
to perdition is wide and broad, and “those who enter by it are many” (Mt 7:13). It may 
seem straight, but “its end is the way to death” (Pr 14:12).

St. Paul underscores that whoever turns away from the personal calling follows 
Satan (cf. 1 Tim 5:15) and his snares. And the greatest of these is dissimulation, when 
weeds are planted in the wheat field, or seeds are sown outside the furrow.

It is worth noting that the worst of these seeds are sown by the “false prophets,” 
those wolves in sheep’s clothing so often unmasked by the Saviour. These are the 
same ones – at times from the pulpit – who defend that all paths are valid. And even 
more: they openly decree hell to be empty…

In reality, as St. Bernard points out, a sinful conscience is already in itself “a kind 
of hell” and a “prison of the soul” (De quatriduo Lazari, et præconio Virginis, n.4). 
Indeed, an iniquitous life constitutes a hell that has already begun. On the other 
hand, the way of sanctity and the path of integrity (cf. Pr 10:9) gives us a foretaste of 
heavenly beatitude.

Mary Most Holy is the best companion on this journey. After all, She already 
completed it perfectly with her life and Assumption. Therefore, dear reader, let the 
words of the Saint of Clairvaux resound within you: “Following Her, you will never 
go astray.” This is the shortcut to salvation. 

Way, Detour anD  
Shortcut

Our Lord calls  
the first Apostles -  
Church of 
St. Andrew,  
Joigny (France)

Photo: Nhuan DoDuc
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Cohesion in Diversity
The reconciliation brought about by God in Christ finds 

permanent historical expression in the Church. She is the 
radiating centre of the union of men with God and of unity 
among them, which is progressively affirmed over time.

In order to be 
worthy members of 
the Body of Christ, 
all must contribute 
to upholding it as 
a community of 
reconciled people

6      Heralds of the Gospel · October 2022

The Voice of The PoPes

rom its very origins the 
Church has been con-
scious of the transform-
ation brought about by 

Christ’s redemptive work, and has 
joyfully proclaimed it. Through 
her, the world has become a rad-
ically new reality (cf. 2 Cor 5:17), in 
which people have rediscovered God 
and hope (cf. Eph 2:12), and have 
since become sharers in God’s glory 
“through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received 
our reconciliation” (Rom 5:11).

This newness is due exclusive-
ly to God’s merciful initiative (cf. 
2 Cor 5:18-20; Col 1:20-22), which 
comes to meet man who, having 
culpably turned away from Him, 
could not find peace with His Cre-
ator. God’s initiative came about, 
moreover, by His own divine inter-
vention. Indeed, He did not limit 
Himself to pardoning us, nor did He 
wish to make use of any man as an 
intermediary between Himself and 
us, but constituted His “Only-begot-
ten Son as the intercessor of peace”1: 
“For our sake He made Him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in Him we 
might become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Cor 5:21). In fact, by dying 
for us, Christ “cancelled the bond 
which stood against us with its legal 
demands; this He set aside, nailing 

it to the Cross” (Col 2:14); and by 
the Cross, He reconciled us to God, 
“thereby bringing the hostility to an 
end” (Eph 2:16).

The Church is the sacrament 
of reconciliation

The reconciliation effected by 
God in Christ crucified is inscribed 
in the history of the world, which 
since then lists among its irrevers-

tutes her on earth as the “reconciled 
world”.3 

Because the Church is the Body 
of Christ, and Christ “is Himself 
its Saviour” (Eph 5:23), all, in order 
to be worthy members of this Body 
and out of fidelity to their commit-
ment as Christians, must contribute 
to upholding its original nature as 
a community of reconciled people, 
derived from Christ our peace (cf. 
Eph 2:14) who “has established us in 
peace.”4 […] 

And since reconciliation finds a 
privileged expression and a denser 
concentration in the Church, the 
Church is “like a sacrament or as a 
sign and instrument both of a very 
closely knit union with God and of the 
unity of the whole human race”;5 in 
other words, she is the radiating cen-
tre of the union of men with God and 
of unity among them, a centre which, 
progressively affirmed in time, will 
be completed at the consummation of 
the ages. […] 

Fraternal correction: stimulus  
to sanctity

This openness to others, sup-
ported by the will to understand and 
the capacity to renounce, will make 
the operation of that act of charity 
prescribed by the Lord, which is 
fraternal correction (cf. Mt 18:15), 

ible components this fact: God be-
came man and died to save it. But 
it finds permanent historical ex-
pression in the Body of Christ, that 
is, the Church, in which the Son of 
God summons “His brothers, called 
together from all nations”2 and, as its 
Head (cf. Col 1:18), is the principle 
of authority and action which consti-

Contents  Contents



From the diversity of 
persons and functions 
in the Church, 
impairing neither 
harmony nor charity, 
stems the principle 
of ecclesial cohesion
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stable and orderly. Since this can be 
done by any member of the faithful to 
any brother in the Faith, it can be the 
normal means of remedying many 
dissensions or even preventing their 
emergence.6 In its turn, it urges the 
one making it to remove the plank 
from his own eye (cf. Mt 7:5), so that 
the order of correction may not be 
undermined.7 

Therefore, the practice of fraternal 
correction is a principle of the jour-
ney towards holiness, which alone 
can give fullness to reconciliation. 
This does not consist in an opportun-
istic pacification which would cam-
ouflage the worst of enmities,8 but in 
the interior conversion and unifying 
love in Christ which derive from it, 
and which are effected above all in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
Penance, by which the faithful “ob-

tain pardon from the mercy of God 
for the offence committed against 
Him and are at the same time rec-
onciled with the Church, which they 
have wounded by their sins,”9 as long 
as “this […] Sacrament of salvation 
[…] is rooted in their whole life and 
spurs them on to more ardent service 
of God and their brethren.”10 

Ecclesial cohesion in the 
diversity of vocations

Nevertheless, “in the building up of 
Christ’s Body various members and 
functions have their part to play,”11 and 
this diversity provokes inevitable ten-
sions. They are seen even among the 
Saints, but “not those that eliminate 
harmony, or suppress charity.”12 How 
can we prevent them from degenerat-
ing into division? It is from this very 
diversity of persons and functions 
that the firm principle of ecclesial 
cohesion derives. Indeed, a primary 
and irreplaceable component of this 
diversity is the Church’s pastors, sent 
by Christ as His ambassadors to the 
other faithful, endowed for this pur-

pose with an authority which, tran-
scending the positions and choices 
of individuals, unifies them all in the 
integrity of the Gospel, which is pre-
cisely the “message of reconciliation” 
(2 Cor 5:19). […] 

May the sacred pastors, just as 
they visibly and eminently represent 
Christ himself and act in His stead,13 
so imitate Him and instil in God’s 
people the love with which He sac-
rificed himself: “Christ loved the 
Church and gave himself up for her” 
(Eph 5:25). May this renewed love 
serve as an effective example to the 
faithful, especially priests and reli-
gious who have failed in the demands 
of their ministry and vocation, so that 
all in the Church, of “one heart and 
soul” (Acts 4:32), may again strive to 
spread “the Gospel of peace” (Eph 
6:15). 

The Church, our mother, is sad-
dened by the desertion of certain of 
her sons raised to the ministerial 
priesthood or, in some other capacity, 
consecrated to the service of God and 
their brethren. Nevertheless, she feels 
relief and joy for the generous perse-
verance of all those who have re-
mained faithful to their commitment 
to Christ and to herself. And, sus-
tained and comforted by the merits 
of this multitude, she wishes to trans-
form the pain inflicted on her into a 
love that can understand all and, in 
Christ, forgive all. 

Excerpts from: ST. PAUL VI.  
Paterna cum benevolentia, 

8/12/1974 - Translation:  
Heralds of the Gospel

1 THEODORET OF CYRUS. 
Interpret. Epist. II ad Cor.: PG 
82, 411.

2 SECOND VATICAN COUN-
CIL II. Lumen gentium, n.7.

3 ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO. 
Sermo 96, 7, 8: PL 38, 588.

4 ST. JEROME. In Epistolam ad 
Ephesios, 1, 2: PL 26, 504.

5 SECOND VATICAN COUN-
CIL, op. cit., n.1.

6 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS. Summa Theologiæ. II-
II, q.33, a.4.

7 Cf. ST. BONAVENTURE. In 
IV Sent., dist.19, dub.4.

8 Cf. ST. JEROME. Contra pela
gianos, 2, 11: PL 23, 546.

9 SECOND VATICAN COUN-
CIL, op. cit., n.11.

10 ORDO PENITENTIÆ. 
Prænotanda, n.7.

11 SECOND VATICAN COUN-
CIL, op. cit., n.7.

12 ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO. 
Enarrationes in Psalmos, 33, 
19: PL 36, 318.

13 Cf. SECOND VATICAN 
COUNCIL, op. cit., n.21.

Official portrait of Paul VI, taken at the 
beginning of the 1960s
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a  Gospel  A
1 Jesus told His disciples a par-
able about the necessity for 
them to pray always without 
becoming weary. He said:
2 “There was a judge in a cer-
tain town who neither feared 
God nor respected any human 
being. 3 And a widow in that 
town used to come to him and 
say, ‘Render a just decision 
for me against my adversary.’ 

4 For a long time the judge 
was unwilling, but eventual-
ly he thought, ‘While it is true 
that I neither fear God nor re-
spect any human being, 5 be-
cause this widow keeps both-
ering me I shall deliver a just 
decision for her lest she finally 
come and strike me.’”
6 The Lord said, “Pay atten-
tion to what the dishon-

est judge says. 7 Will not 
God then secure the rights 
of His chosen ones who call 
out to Him day and night? 
Will He be slow to answer 
them? 8 I tell you, He will 
see to it that justice is done 
for them speedily. But when 
the Son of Man comes, will 
He find faith on earth?” 
(Lk 18:1-8).

Jesus preaching to the crowds - Church of St. Gummarus of Lier, Antwerp (Belgium)
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There Is No Faith  
without Justice
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In his Gospel, 
St. Luke 
emphasizes 
the 
fundamental 
role of prayer 
in the life and 
the teachings 
of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ

Gospel Commentary – 29th sunday in ordinary time

In the parable of the wicked judge, the Divine Master 
shows us the mysterious relationship between the virtue 
of faith and the sense of justice. Indeed, holy violence  
in prayer corresponds to zeal for God’s glory.

I – The Gospel  
of prayer

Among the four Evangelists, St. Luke stands 
out for his constant emphasis on the fundamental 
role of prayer in the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and in His teachings. 

He transmits to us the divine maxim that 
opens today’s Gospel, according to which we 
must “pray always without becoming weary” (Lk 
18:1). He also underlines the fact that Our Lord 
was praying after His Baptism in the Jordan, a 
detail omitted by the other Evangelists: “when 
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 
the Heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit des-
cended upon Him” (Lk 3:21-22). He is the only 
one to mention that, on the eve of choosing the 
Twelve, Jesus spent the whole night in prayer (cf. 
Lk 6:12-13), and likewise, in the account of St. 
Peter’s profession of faith, he alone mentions that 
the Saviour raised prayers to the Father before 
questioning the disciples about His own identity 
(cf. Lk 9:18-20). 

Unlike the other Evangelists, St. Luke also 
highlights the important detail that Jesus prayed 
just before the Transfiguration (cf. Lk 9:28-29), 
since He had withdrawn to the mountain with 
Peter, James and John to implore special graces 
there. 

In this narrative, the Divine Master prays 
when the disciples return exultant from their mis-

sion (cf. Lk 10:17, 21-22) and He does so again be-
fore teaching them the Our Father (cf. Lk 11:1a). 
It is worth pointing out the reason why, according 
to the Evangelist, Jesus transmits this sublime 
prayer to His followers. Admiring the Lord’s 
prayerful attitude with admiration, they asked 
Him: “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 
disciples” (Lk 11:1b). 

We read in St. Luke’s account that the Redeem-
er prayed to sustain St. Peter’s faith before the 
Crucifixion: “I have prayed for you that your faith 
may not fail; and when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brethren” (Lk 22:32). Likewise, 
during the Passion, the immolated Lamb pleas for 
His enemies (cf. Lk 23:34), and He prays at the 
moment of death, exclaiming with a loud voice: 
“Father, into Thy hands I commit my spirit!” (Lk 
23:46). 

It is also deeply moving to note that the first 
and the last words of Jesus recorded in the third 
Gospel refer to the Eternal Father. In the episode 
of His loss and finding in the Temple, the Child 
Jesus replies to His Mother: “Did you not know 
that I must be about my Father’s business?” (Lk 
2:49) And on the Cross, before dying, the Sav-
iour addresses the Father with touching tender-
ness, in the words that conclude the previous 
paragraph.

Finally, it is the saintly physician who teach-
es us the need to pray insistently, through the 

Contents  Contents
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All through 
His public 
life, Our Lord 
showed us the 
example of 
how we must 
pray always, 
without 
becoming 
weary

parable of the man who asks his neighbour for 
bread at an inconvenient hour. On this occasion 
Our Lord says: “Ask, and it will be given you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you” (Lk 11:9); “If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Lk 
11:13). The same Evangelist also recounts the 
episode of Martha and Mary, emphasizing the 
superiority of contemplation over action (cf. Lk 
10:38-42). 

St. Luke thus intends to foster the spirit of 
prayer in his readers, dedicating himself in a 
special way to immortalizing the statements of 
Our Lord that touch on this matter of capital im-
portance. Without this spirit, it is impossible to 
remain vigilant and prepared for the supreme day 
of meeting the Bridegroom who comes without 
warning to celebrate the wedding feast. 

Prayer is therefore a vital and weighty matter 
for every baptized person. Without practising it 
as God desires, no one can be saved, and con-
versely, for those who pray with faith, everything 
becomes possible. 

II – The parable  
of ConfIdenT InsIsTenCe

The rich content of the parable offered by the 
Liturgy of this 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time has 
been fruitfully explored over the centuries by the 
Fathers and Doctors of the Church, but perhaps 
it acquires an even more crucial meaning in our 
own times. 

St. John Chrysostom1 teaches us that God 
wants, out of goodness, to grant us His grace, 
but He wills that we receive it through prayer. 
St. Augustine2 explains that the parable of the 
dishonest judge is an example based not on sim-
ilarity but on opposition: the wickedness of the 
magistrate, who does justice only to avoid dis-
turbance, is diametrically opposed to divine be-
nevolence, inclined to attend to and help those 
who plead with confidence. 

It is interesting to note what the Eagle of Hippo 
comments on the prayer to be formulated, that is, 
the supplication that justice be done: “God’s chosen 
ones ask Him to avenge them, and the same is stat-
ed of the martyrs in St. John’s Book of Revelation 
(cf. Rv 6:10), although we are clearly advised to 
pray for our enemies and persecutors (cf. Mt 5:44). 

From left to right: Jesus gives the keys to St. Peter - Sacred Heart Church, Tampa (Florida);  
Baptism of Our Lord - St. Mary’s Cathedral, Austin (Texas);  

Jesus in the home of Martha and Mary - Church of St. Wendelin, St. Henry (Ohio)
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According to 
the Church 
Fathers, the 
parable of 
the dishonest 
judge teaches 
us to beseech 
God to do 
justice 
against the 
wicked

It must be understood, there-
fore, that the vengeance ex-
acted by the just is the ruin of 
all the wicked, which comes 
about in two ways: either by 
returning to justice, or by 
losing, through torment, the 
power which now enables 
them to act, at least temporar-
ily, against the good.”3 

St. Cyril, for his part, as-
serts that it is highly virtuous 
to forget wrongs committed 
against us. Indeed, to over-
look offences is a glory for 
the Christian. But, teaches 
the same Saint, it is necessary 
“to have recourse to God for 
help, and to cry out against 
those who reject His glory,”4 
when we are faced with evil-
doers who attack the divine 
majesty and make war on the 
ministers of sacred dogma. 

In this Gospel, then, we 
find a teaching that is some-
times forgotten: the obligation 
to cry out to God, beseeching 
Him to do justice against evil 
and to favour the good. In the 
ineffable canticle of the Mag
nificat, the Blessed Virgin Mary exults in the Lord 
because He has heard her ardent prayers, which 
implored, as can easily be deduced, that justice be 
done. For Her, the coming of the Messiah, virgin-
ally conceived in her most pure womb, constituted 
a holy reprisal of God, setting all things in order: 
“He has shown strength with His arm, He has scat-
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 
He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
and exalted those of low degree; He has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 
empty away” (Lk 1:51-53). 

It is within this context that we must examine 
the treasures hidden in the parable contemplated 
in today’s Liturgy. 

Tenacious, assiduous and  
holy insistence
1 Jesus told His disciples a parable about the 
necessity for them to pray always without 
becoming weary. He said:

The Divine Master wishes 
to equip His disciples with the 
most effective weapon for the 
apostolate they are to undertake 
throughout the earth: “Go into 
all the world and preach the Gos-
pel to the whole creation” (Mk 
16:15). What is this weapon? In-
sistent, assiduous and tenacious 
prayer. 

That is why St. Paul, a man 
of fervent prayer, overflowing 
with faith asserts: “For though 
we live in the world we are not 
carrying on a worldly war, for 
the weapons of our warfare are 
not worldly but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds. 
We destroy arguments and every 
proud obstacle to the knowledge 
of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ” (2 Cor 
10:3-5).

Yes, prayer turns frail man 
into a divine combatant, capable, 
like the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
of the most daring epic feats. 
There is only one condition for 
this: that he bends the knee and 
prays always, without becoming 
weary. 

Two antipodal figures
2 “There was a judge in a certain town who 
neither feared God nor respected any human 
being. 3 And a widow in that town used to 
come to him and say, ‘Render a just decision 
for me against my adversary.’”

The judge and the widow are antipodes. The 
first possesses the power to decide the fate of 
others, and uses it in a corrupt and abusive way; 
he is a proud and merciless tyrant dressed in a 
toga. The second is the prototype of vulnerabil-
ity, indicated, in those times, by the fact of being 
a woman left alone in the world, without the pro-
tection of her husband. 

But the judge’s brute power is countered by the 
prayer of weakness: “Render a just decision for 
me against my adversary.” And at the end of the 
parable, weakness proves victorious, thanks to 
the weapon used: supplication. 
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St. Augustine of Hippo - Church 
of St. Mary’s Church,  
Kitchener (Ontario)
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God expects 
His children 
to have the 
same attitude 
as the 
widow: holy 
persistence in 
prayer, which 
manifests the 
authenticity 
of the desire

What does the widow ask? That justice be 
meted out to her adversary. Here we are faced 
with an apparent contradiction. Shouldn’t Chris-
tians forgive their enemies? Why does Our Lord 
encourage us here to ask for justice against our 
adversaries? How can these two attitudes be har-
monized? Divine wisdom understands and ex-
plains everything, as we shall see.

The power of insistence
4 “For a long time the judge was unwilling, 
but eventually he thought, ‘While it is true 
that I neither fear God nor respect any hu-
man being, 5 because this widow keeps bo-
thering me I shall deliver a just decision for 
her lest she finally come and strike me.’”

Any good teacher knows how to explain doc-
trine by means of images and examples; the Div-
ine Master is an unsurpassable pedagogue, with 
an absolutely unique gift for devising parables. 
Here He shows that the judge’s refusal endures 
for some time. The text does not state this ex-
plicitly, but implies the role of the widow’s perse-
vering insistence so that the magistrate finally 
gives in to her request. This is the attitude God 
expects of His children in prayer: holy tenacity, 
which manifests the authenticity of the desire. 

The widow, however, persisted in her request – 
and so forcefully that the judge feared being struck 
by her. Should one then do violence in prayer 

directed to God? Our Lord teaches us that 
“the Kingdom of Heaven has suffered 
violence, and men of violence take 
it by force” (Mt 11:12). And St. Paul 

tells us in the Letter to the 
Hebrews that Jesus 

obtained His own 
Resurrection 
by ardent pray-
er: “In the days 

of His flesh, Jesus 
offered up prayers and supplica-

tions, with loud cries and tears, to 
Him who was able to save Him from 

death, and He was heard for His 
godly fear” (5:7).

But how are we to under-
stand violence in prayer? Ob-
viously it is not a reaction 
to some injustice, as in the 
case of the widow. God is 

a most merciful Father and His children owe 
Him an unshakeable trust. The violence to be 
used comes from the virtue of zeal, which is a 
result of fervent charity. Consumed by the fire 
of love and interested only in God’s glory, the 
faithful are moved to pray with vehemence, as 
the Saints teach us. The intensity of prayer in no 
way diminishes reverential awe and filial trust; 
rather, it is the result of a virtuous audacity, alto-
gether respectful and devout. 

Relevant, in this connection, is a passage from 
a prayer composed by St. Anthony Mary Claret, 
beseeching Our Lady for the salvation of souls 
exposed to tremendous risks of damnation: 

“Ah, [on seeing souls plunging into perdition] 
it is not possible to be silent, my Mother. […] I 
will clamour, I will shout, I will cry to Heaven 
and to earth, that so great an evil may be rem-
edied. I will not be silent! And if I become hoarse 
or voiceless from shouting, I will raise my hands 
to Heaven, my hair will stand on end and I will 
stamp my feet on the ground to make up for the 
loss of speech. 

“And so, my Mother, starting right now, I 
begin to speak and to shout and I have recourse 
to Thee. Yes, to Thee, the Mother of mercy: deign 
to help me in this great need; do not deny me, 
for I know that in the order of grace Thou art all 
powerful. Deign, I beseech Thee, 
to give the grace of conversion 
to all, for without it we could 
do nothing, and then send me 
and Thou wilt see how they 
are converted.”5 
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Stained glass in St. Martin of Tours Church, 
Servon-sur-Vilaine (France)

Stained glass of Our Lady of Nazareth 
Basilica, Belém do Pará (Brazil)
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The souls of 
the just who 
were slain 
cry out before 
the Lamb: 
“O Sovereign 
Lord, holy 
and true, 
how long 
before Thou 
wilt judge?”

God is a just Father 
6 The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the 
dishonest judge says. 7 Will not God then se-
cure the rights of His chosen ones who call 
out to Him day and night? Will He be slow 
to answer them? 8 I tell you, He will see to it 
that justice is done for them speedily.”

Our Lord leads His listeners towards the con-
clusion of the parable, pointing out the attitude 
of the unrighteous magistrate, resolved to heed 
the widow’s pleas: “Pay attention to what the 
dishonest judge says.” As if to say: see how this 
unscrupulous, dishonest, brutal and overbearing 
man gives in to the pleas of a destitute woman. 

And the Divine Master continues, asking His lis-
teners: “Will not God,” who is the good Judge par 
excellence, “secure the rights of His chosen ones?” 
But who are these? The answer may surprise, but it 
is easily gathered from the divine words: they are 
those who call out to Him day and night! 

The contrast is highly expressive. If even the 
wicked judge hears the insistent entreaties, how 
can He who is not only just, but Justice itself, not 
do so? God will act in favour of His elect and 
will do it “speedily”!

In St. John’s Book of Revelation, this evangel-
ical doctrine is expressed magnificently: 

“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of those who had been slain for the 
word of God and for the witness they had borne; 
they cried out with a loud voice, ‘O Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, how long before Thou wilt 
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 
upon the earth?’ Then they were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brethren 
should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been.

“When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and 
behold, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon 
became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell 
to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit 
when shaken by a gale; the sky vanished like a 
scroll that is rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. Then the 
kings of the earth and the great men and the gen-
erals and the rich and the strong, and every one, 
slave and free, hid in the caves and among the 
rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains 
and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face 
of Him who is seated on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their 
wrath has come, and who can stand before it?’” 
(6:9-17). 
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“Adoration of the Mystical Lamb”, by Hubert van Eyck - St Bavo’s Cathedral, Ghent (Belgium)
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The end of 
time, which 
will precede 
the coming 
of Christ, 
could well be 
characterized 
by the 
silence of the 
good, their 
passivity 
before the 
torrent of sins

Mysterious relationship between  
faith and justice 
8b “But when the Son of Man comes, will He 
find faith on earth?” 

This verse is cloaked in a certain mystery. It 
seems to establish a direct relation between faith 
and the sense of justice, lively in the spirit of the 
widow of the parable, but on the wane nowadays. 
St. Paul teaches, with perfect clarity, how Chris-
tians must be immune to the spirit of the world, 
perverted as it is by the influence of the prince of 
darkness: 

“For what partnership have righteousness and 
iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with dark-
ness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or 
what has a believer in common with an unbeliev-
er? What agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as 
God said, ‘I will live in them and move among 
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people’ (Lv 26:11-12). Therefore come out from 
them, and be separate from them, 
says the Lord, and touch nothing 
unclean; then I will welcome you, 
and I will be a Father to you, and 
you shall be My sons and daugh-
ters, says the Lord Almighty” 
(2 Cor 6:14-18).

Just as the Jewish people were 
freed from the chains of Egyptian 
slavery by the glorious exodus, so 
Christians must abandon today’s 
neo-paganism, not necessarily 
by retiring to solitary places, but 
by seeking to remain faithful to 
truth, goodness and beauty – in 
short, immune to the contagion of 
the current relativism, libertinism 
and prosaicism. 

For those who live fighting 
to preserve their innocence in 
a tainted environment, moral 
degradation causes deep pain 
and righteous indignation, for it 
is an offense and an aggression 
against the order established by 
the Creator. Thus, these soldiers 
of Christ must turn to the God 
of vengeance and, with reverent 
violence, raise prayers in suppli-
cation that justice be done. 

We thus grasp how terrible is the leprosy of 
mental confusion that today assails the hosts of 
good. The loss of the sense of sin and the miasma 
spread by a distorted notion of mercy, understood 
as a kind of aberrant tolerance on the part of God 
towards evil, have as a direct consequence the 
dangerous and dramatic diminution of the virtue 
of faith. The end of time, which will precede the 
coming of Christ, could well be characterized 
by the muteness of the good, their passivity be-
fore the torrent of sins, and their serious lack of 
righteous wrath before the horrors produced by 
human pride. 

III – leT us ask for JusTICe 
wITh ardenT faITh!

In this splendid Gospel passage, the Divine 
Master teaches us to pray as pleases the Father. 
Yes, God wants children intent on His glory, un-
willing to see Him despised, offended and tram-
pled underfoot by the insolence of perverse men. 

“The Final Judgement”, by Jan van Eyck - Metropolitan  
Museum of Art, New York
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St. Louis-
Marie 
Grignion de 
Montfort was 
an example 
of this way 
of praying: 
“Tempus 
faciendi, 
Domine, it is 
time to fulfil 
Thy promise!”

1 Cf. ST. JOHN CHRYS-
OSTOM, apud ST. 
THOMAS AQUINAS. 
Catena Aurea. In Lucam, 
c.XVIII, v.1-8.

2 Cf. ST. AUGUSTINE. 
Quæstionum Evange

liorum. L.II, n.45: PL 35, 
1358.

3 Idem, 1358-1359.
4 ST. CYRIL OF ALEX-

ANDRIA. Commenta
rius in Lucam, c.XVIII, 
v.1: PG 72, 850.

5 ST. ANTHONY MARY 
CLARET. Autobiografía. 
In: Escritos autobiográ
ficos y espirituales. Ma-
drid: BAC, 1959, p.237.

6 ST. LOUIS-MARIE 
GRIGNION DE MONT-
FORT. Prayer for Mis-

sionaries, n.5. In: God 
Alone. Bayshore, NY: 
Montfort Publications, 
1987, p.402.

7 Idem, n.6, p.403.

Just as the widow besought justice against her ad-
versary, so the Holy Church, the Virginal Mother 
of all those who possess the life of grace, cries out 
to Heaven for vengeance against the enemies of 
the Most High. 

St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, a Mar-
ian apostle of untiring zeal and powerful speech, 
was a fiery and éclatante example of this way 
of praying, so highly praised by Our Lord. In 
prefacing the Constitutions of the Congregation 
which he intended to found, he addressed God in 
sublime, devout and intrepid terms, consumed as 
he always was for the glory of Jesus and of His 
Blessed Mother. Here are some extracts from the 
renowned Fiery Prayer: 

“Be mindful, Lord, of Thy Congregation, 
when Thou come to dispense Thy justice. Tem
pus faciendi, Domine, dissipaverunt legem tuam: 
it is time to act, O Lord, they have rejected Thy 
law. It is indeed time to fulfil Thy promise. Thy 
divine commandments are broken, Thy Gospel 
is thrown aside, torrents of iniquity flood the 
whole earth, carrying away even Thy servants. 
The whole land is desolate, ungodliness reigns 
supreme, Thy sanctuary is desecrated and the 
abomination of desolation has even contaminated 
the holy place.

“God of Justice, God of Vengeance, will 
Thou let everything, then, go the same way? 
Will everything come to the same end as Sod-
om and Gomorrah? Will Thou never break Thy 
silence? Will Thou tolerate all this for ever? Is it 
not true that Thy will must be done on earth as 
it is in Heaven? Is it not true that Thy Kingdom 
must come? Did Thou not give to some souls, 
dear to Thee, a vision of the future renewal of the 
Church? Are not the Jews to be converted to the 
truth and is this not what the Church is waiting 
for? All the blessed in Heaven cry out for justice 
to be done: vindica, and the faithful on earth join 
in with them and cry out: amen, veni, Domine, 
amen, come, Lord. All creatures, even the most 

insensitive, lie groaning under the burden of 
Babylon’s countless sins and plead with Thee to 
come and renew all things.”6

Further on, St. Louis de Montfort goes on to 
manifest the purity of his intention and the power 
of his prayer: 

“It is no personal favour that I ask, but some-
thing which concerns Thy glory alone, something 
Thou canst and, I make bold to say, Thou must 
grant since not only art Thou true God having all 
power in Heaven and on earth, but Thou art also 
the most dutiful of sons with an infinite love for 
Thy Mother.”7 

Let us learn from this eminent theologian and 
ardent missionary how to put into practice today 
that spirit of prayer taught by Jesus Christ in the 
parable of the widow and the wicked judge. If we 
do this, we will keep the torch of faith burning 
brightly in this world of darkness, so that hist-
ory will not take the road leading directly to the 
end of the world, but the radiant and heroic road 
leading to the oft-promised triumph of Jesus and 
Mary. This will be the era of victory that will cul-
minate the course of events on earth. 

St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort -  
Private collection
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“Come, Follow Me”:  
Ideal of Every Christian

J
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Through Baptism, Christ sets for us a single goal: to 
radically follow Him. It is up to everyone, without exception, 
to respond to His invitation to holiness and perfection, each 
one discerning God’s plan for accomplishing this.

esus looked lovingly upon a 
young man who practised the 
Commandments and invited 
him: “Go, sell what you have, 

and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in Heaven; and come, 
follow Me” (Mk 10:21).

This call to abandon everything 
in order to follow the Divine Mas-
ter first came to the Apostles and, in 
subsequent centuries, to many souls 
thirsting to give themselves entirely 
to Christ. Initially, martyrdom repre-
sented the royal road for following 
in the bloody and glorious footsteps 
of Jesus. But as the danger of a cruel 
death became increasingly remote, 
this surrender took the form of “fuga 
mundi”, with sights set on dying, no 
longer in the arena by the jaws of 
beasts, but to any human expectation, 
putting into the most radical practice 
the advice of St. Paul: “seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seat-
ed at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth” (Col 3:1-2).

The hermitic movement, monasti-
cism and religious life in general have 
become a privileged place for re-
sponding generously to Jesus Christ’s 
call: “Follow Me”. During more than 

twenty centuries of Church history, 
His word has moved thousands of 
hearts, forming a constellation of 
Saints who have assumed the state of 
supreme freedom to serve the Lord as 
His slaves of love.

However, the call to follow is not 
exclusive to a few in the Church. The 
Lord also addressed it to the crowds: 
“If any man would come after Me, 
let him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me” (Lk 9:23).

Different means to 
achieve the same end

Thanks to the emphasis placed on 
the universal call to holiness, made to 
the faithful of whatever state or condi-
tion,1 this perspective has come back 
to the fore in our days, after several 
centuries of neglect and conformism. 

It means reawakening in the bap-
tized the interest in perfection, which 
is the following of Christ, since, re-
gardless of the way chosen, holiness 
concerns everyone without excep-
tion! Furthermore, it is necessary – 
avoiding great disparities, but with-
out reversing the order of things in 
the Church – to properly demonstrate 
the position of the state of perfection 
and its relationship to the call to the 

plenitude of charity proper to the lay 
state.

To this end, we propose to the read-
er a reflection on perfection based on 
Thomistic doctrine, in order to dem-
onstrate the harmony existing between 
the state of religious life and secular 
life, so often set at odds in modern 
history. In effect, the fragmentation 
of theology into Dogmatic and Moral, 
and its subsequent segmentation into 
treatises dedicated to cases of con-
science and ascetical manuals, ended 
up suggesting two parallel levels of 
Christian life. The first would be that 
of perfection – understood as follow-
ing Christ by the renunciation of ma-
terial goods, marriage and one’s own 
will – and the second would consist 
in avoiding moral evil, represented by 
mortal sin and vice, although without 
aspirations to holiness, reserved only 
for religious.

St. Thomas Aquinas would never 
have so much as imagined the formu-
lation of such a theory. For him, as we 
shall see, all are called to follow Christ, 
which consists in the perfection of the 
spiritual life, or holiness. The only dif-
ference existing between the different 
states resides in the choice of means for 
obtaining the same end.
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A nun accompanies Jesus in His Passion - Museum of St. Clare, Gandia (Spain)

All the baptized, 
of whatever state 
in life, are called to 
follow Christ, which 
consists in the per-
fection of the spiri-
tual life, or holiness
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What constitutes perfection?

First of all, it is fitting to inquire 
what constitutes perfection. St. Thom-
as answers with the words of St. Paul: 
“And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony” (Col 3:14). Let us 
look at the theological reason given 
by the Angelic Doctor after citing the 
infallible authority of Scripture: “A 
thing is said to be perfect in so far as 
it attains its proper end, which is the 
ultimate perfection thereof. Now it is 
charity that unites us to God, who is 
the last end of the human mind […]. 
Therefore the perfection of the Chris-
tian life consists radically in charity.”2 

The next step to be taken is to ask 
whether one can be perfect in this life 
by bringing charity to its full real-
ization. The common answer tends 
towards the negative: “Perfection, let 
us leave it for Paradise.” However, the 
Angel of the Schools did not think so: 
“The Divine law does not prescribe the 
impossible. Yet it prescribes perfec-
tion according to Matthew 5:48, ‘Be 
you… perfect, as also your heavenly 
Father is perfect.’ Therefore seeming-
ly one can be perfect in this life.”3 

It is clear, as St. Thomas himself 
explains, that there is a difference in 
degree between the perfection that is 
possible while on pilgrimage in via 
and that of the blessed in patria. In 
Heaven, perfection “answers to an ab-
solute totality on the part of the lover, 
so that the affective faculty always ac-
tually tends to God as much as it pos-
sibly can.”4 In the present life, it is im-
possible to reach this very high level of 
affective contemplation, which means 
a definitive immersion in divine 
charity. Nevertheless, there is a way 
of perfection by which one excludes 
“obstacles to the movement of love to-
wards God,”5 and this can be acquired 
while yet an earthly wayfarer.

Moreover, Aquinas firmly estab-
lishes the relationship between char-
ity and the practice of the command-
ments of God’s law, and he does so, as 

Law. To be saved, everyone must ob-
serve it and, therefore, the call to per-
fection – as is clear in the Gospel – is 
universal; it is not restricted to a few.

How to attain perfection?

Having clarified what perfection is; 
another question now arises: how can 
we attain it in this life? In two ways, 
replies the Angelic Doctor: “First, by 
the removal from man’s affections of 
all that is contrary to charity, such as 
mortal sin; and there can be no charity 
apart from this perfection, wherefore 
it is necessary for salvation. Secondly, 
by the removal from man’s affections 
not only of whatever is contrary to 
charity, but also of whatever hinders 
the mind’s affections from tending 
wholly to God.”7 

Some might see outlined in this 
reply a subtly attractive “minimal-
ist morality.” To be perfect, it would 
suffice to “merely” avoid mortal sin, 
as was just affirmed. But could St. 
Thomas Aquinas, the sun of theol-
ogy, be leading Christians along a 
secondary path? First of all, it is ne-
cessary to consider that the rejection 
of mortal sin requires heroism. More-
over, it cannot be achieved without a 
holy life, permeated by the rays of the 
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always, by means of various authorita-
tive arguments from Sacred Scripture: 
“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart” (Dt 6:5); “You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself” 
(Lv 19:18); “On these two command-
ments depend all the Law and the 
prophets.” (Mt 22:40). Finally, he con-
cludes: “Now the perfection of charity, 
in respect of which the Christian life 
is said to be perfect, consists in our 
loving God with our whole heart, and 
our neighbour as ourselves. Therefore 
it would seem that perfection consists 
in the observance of the precepts.”6 

This is a conclusion of great im-
portance, and should be underscored: 
perfection consists in keeping God’s 
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theological virtues and regulated by 
the cardinal virtues. 

How, for example, can a young 
man be pure – overcoming the devil, 
the tempestuous incitement of pas-
sions and the seductive example of 
the world – if not by striving hard, 
with the help of grace? And we might 
apply questions like these to people of 
all ages, in the face of the most varied 
moral situations. For human beings 
abandoned to their natural powers, it 
is impossible to abstain from mortal 
sin; this can only be done with God’s 
help (cf. Mt 19:26).

Precepts and counsels

Returning to the preceding ques-
tion, however, if perfection consists in 
the practice of the Commandments, 
how is it that one can be even more 
perfect by not only avoiding violation 
of the Divine Law, but by removing 
any obstacle that distances the will 
from the love of God? Let us leave the 
answer to St. Thomas himself:

“Perfection is said to consist in a 
thing in two ways: in one way, pri-
marily and essentially; in another, 
secondarily and accidentally. Pri-
marily and essentially the perfection 
of the Christian life consists in char-
ity […] [and] the observance of the 
Commandments. […] Secondarily 
and instrumentally, however, perfec-
tion consists in the observance of the 

[evangelical] counsels, all of which, 
like the Commandments, are directed 
to charity; yet not in the same way. 
For the Commandments, other than 
the precepts of charity, are directed 
to the removal of things contrary to 
charity, with which, namely, charity 
is incompatible, whereas the counsels 
are directed to the removal of things 
that hinder the act of charity, and yet 
are not contrary to charity, such as 
marriage, the occupation of worldly 
business, and so forth.”8 

Thus, counsels, whose elective 
character is indicated in their very 
name, are ordered to the fulfilment 
of precepts9 in the manner of an in-
strument. St. Thomas further clari-
fies the argument by means of an ex-
ample that touched him closely, as we 
shall see: “Something is ordered to 
the end in two ways: in a way that is 

necessary to the end, without which 
the end cannot exist, as food for the 
preservation of life; or in a way, so to 
speak, that is necessary to the end in 
the sense that without it the end can-
not be so well reached, as the horse 
is ordered to travel, not because one 
cannot travel without it, but because 
with it one travels better.”10 

The good and corpulent mendicant 
friar knew this well. In fact, almost all 
the roads taken by St. Thomas were 
travelled on foot: from Naples to Bol-
ogna, from Bologna to Cologne, from 
Cologne to Paris… walking in rain, 
cold, sun and heat. How often, when 
he saw the riders of beautiful mounts 
passing him, did Aquinas think of the 
efficiency of this animal transport as 
an almost necessary instrument to 
reach his destination?…

In any case, the doctrinal applica-
tion follows this expressive example: 
“In a similar way, counsels are ordered 
to the precepts, not because without 
them it would be impossible to ob-
serve them […] – in fact, Abraham, 
who made use of marriage and riches, 
was perfect before God, according to 
the words of Genesis: ‘walk before 
Me, and be perfect’ (17:1) – but be-
cause by means of counsels the perfect 
observance of the precepts is achieved 
more easily and more quickly.”11 

With his characteristic precision, 
St. Thomas establishes the just rela-

Monks of the San Giacomo Monks of the San Giacomo 
Charterhouse - Private collectionCharterhouse - Private collection
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1 Cf. SECOND VATICAN 
COUNCIL. Lumen genti
um, n.41.

2 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 
Summa Theologiæ. II-II, 
q.184, a.1.

3 Idem, a.2.
4 Idem, ibidem.
5 Idem, ibidem.
6 Idem, a.3.

7 Idem, a.2.
8 Idem, a.3.
9 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 

Quodlibet, IV, q.12, a.2.
10 Idem, ad 3.

11 Idem, ibidem.
12 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 

Summa Theologiæ. II-II, 
q.184, a.3, ad 1.

tionship between precepts and coun-
sels, saving the possibility of being 
perfect in obeying the Law even 
when, by vocation – as in the case of 
Abraham – the paths of perfect con-
tinence, poverty and obedience are 
not embraced. Just as the friar always 
reached his distant goal after long 
journeys on foot, without this almost 
necessary instrument called a horse, 
so it is possible to be perfect without 
practising the evangelical counsels.

Perfection and following

On the other hand, St. Thomas 
equates perfection with following 
Christ. Commenting on the Lord’s 
invitation to the rich young man, 
transcribed at the beginning of this 
article, he explains it thus: 

“In this saying of Our Lord some-
thing is indicated as being the way 
to perfection by the words, ‘Go, sell 
all thou hast, and give to the poor’; 
and something else is added where-
in perfection consists, when He said, 
‘And follow Me.’ Hence Jerome in 
his commentary says that ‘since it 

ing ways, not as different, parallel or 
opposite ways, but as distinct ways 
of travelling the same path, which is 
Christ himself.

Some have been called to married 
life and have the merit of completing 
the number of the elect, bequeathing 
to them the Faith and educating them 
in it. Others have been gifted with a 
more demanding vocation, that of 
leaving everything. Free from the 
concerns of the world, they travel the 
path of salvation with greater ease, 
without ever forgetting that they are at 
the service of the Church, to complete 
its beauty, as standard-bearers of per-
fection, giving everyone the necessary 
courage not to give up halfway and 
tending continually towards Christ, 
the goal and perfection of our life. 

Taken, with minor adaptations,  
from: La centralidad del  

seguimiento de Cristo en la 
santificación del cristiano.  

In: A vida religiosa hoje [Religious  
Life Today]. São Paulo, Lumen 

Sapientiæ, 2018, v.I, p.11-44

is not enough merely to leave, Peter 
added that which is perfect: and have 
followed Thee; and Ambrose, com-
menting on ‘Follow Me,’ says: ‘He 
commands him to follow, not with 
steps of the body, but with devotion 
of the soul,’ which is the effect of 
charity.”12 

In this way, all those who are 
called to perfection, that is, all the 
baptised, have heard Jesus’ invita-
tion to follow Him. For some, like 
the rich young man, it is to abandon 
everything; others, like Zacchaeus, 
to leave their life of sin and embrace 
a faith enlivened by good works such 
as almsgiving and restitution (cf. Mt 
19:1-10). 

Called to tread the same path

In conclusion, in these times so 
much in need of a true spiritual re-
newal, it is fitting to rediscover the 
value of the theology of following, as 
the evangelical proposal for reaching 
the perfection to which the Divine 
Master invites us. This following, 
however, is proposed to us in vary-

At left, the Holy Family - National Museum of Viceroyalty, Tepotzotlán (Mexico), at right, “The Calling of St. Peter and  
St. Andrew”, by Federico Barocci - Museum of San Lorenzo de El Escorial (Spain)
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euCharistiC devotion of st. thomas aquinas

An incomparable scholar, theologian and philosopher, 
St. Thomas Aquinas was also a great Saint. One of his 
greatest legacies is the profound Eucharistic piety of 
which he gave us an example.

urious, Friar Dominic of 
Caserta began to observe 
a monk who daily passed 
through the monastery at a 

very peculiar hour. Before Matins – 
therefore, in the first hours after mid-
night – he would steal quietly out of 
his cell and return just as the bell rang 
for prayer, so as not to be seen. 

Determined to discover the reason 
for this “getaway”, the zealous friar 
once followed the “transgressor”: they 
went downstairs, crossed a corridor 
and finally reached the Chapel of St. 
Nicholas, where the monk entered. 
As he remained inside for a very long 
time, Friar Caserta decided to enter 
and found him in prayer, suspended 
in the air! Moreover, he heard a very 
clear voice coming from the crucifix: 
“You have written well of Me, Thom-
as. What reward do you want for your 
labours?” To which the religious can-
didly and simply replied: “Only You, 
Lord!”1 

Yes, this ardent monk was one of 
the most extraordinary geniuses of 
history: St. Thomas Aquinas, whom 
everyone knows was a scholar, theo-
logian and philosopher, but whom 
many forget was a great Saint. The 
intention of this article is precisely to 
point out one important aspect of his 
soul: his piety, especially his Eucha-

ristic devotion, the solid foundation 
on which he based his life and work. 

The event recounted above took 
place during the Angelic Doctor’s last 
years on this earth, as he was finishing 
the Treatise on the Eucharist, insert-
ed at the end of his masterpiece, the 
Summa Theologica. It is conjectured 
that he was undergoing some kind of 
trial with regard to his writings. What 
is certain is that the words spoken by 
the Saviour stamped with the divine 
“seal” everything he had set forth on 
the august Sacrament of the Altar. 

Conquered by Mary 
from the cradle

This deep piety could only have its 
origin in the protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. History has fortunately 
recorded a wonderful event that dem-
onstrates this. 

One day, while bathing the child, 
his wet nurse noticed that he was hid-
ing a little piece of paper in his hand. 
Her attempts to take it away from the 
baby were in vain… He clasped it 
tightly to his breast and cried when-
ever anyone tried to open his little 
hand. Such tenacity was certainly out 
of keeping with his gentle and tranquil 
temperament. When his mother final-
ly managed to get hold of the paper, 
she found on it the simple inscription: 

“Ave Maria”. Astonished, the Coun-
tess of Caraccioli handed the writing 
back to her son who, without hesita-
tion, placed it in his mouth and swal-
lowed it, and then smiled at her. 

Our Lady had chosen Thomas as 
the object of her predilection from his 
cradle, and She conquered his little 
heart to sow in it the love of her Div-
ine Son.

Profound devotion to 
the Eucharist

As a Dominican priest, his first 
act of the day was to spend time in 
adoration before the tabernacle. Af-
ter Matins, he would celebrate Mass 
and then attend two more Masses, at 
which he almost always served. Ben-
edict XVI commented that “the early 
biographers claim that he would lean 
his head against the tabernacle, as if 
to feel the throbbing of Jesus’ divine 
and human heart.”2 

Every visit of Thomas to the Pris-
oner of the tabernacle, every encoun-
ter of his finite and created gaze with 
the eternal gaze of the Creator, every 
contact of his human and imperfect 
intelligence with the infinite and om-
niscient wisdom, communicated to 
him authentic flashes of the very div-
ine light, which he then transmitted 
in his writings. 
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His union with God reached such a 
peak in his soul that he was favoured 
with the gift of infused contempla-
tion, as well as that of levitation and 
of tears. He experienced profound 
ecstasies, which sometimes lasted for 
several hours.

A work of love offered  
to the Eucharistic Jesus

In addition to setting down the 
doctrine of this Sacrament, St. Thom-
as was the poet par excellence of the 
Eucharist! The Office and Liturgy he 
composed for the Solemnity of Cor-
pus Christi are a veritable gem which, 
in the happy expression of a work of 
the last century, “has already defied 
seven centuries, and which perhaps 
we shall continue singing in eternal 
beatitude.”3

No one has ever translated Eucha-
ristic teaching into prayers and hymns 
as beautiful as his. It is only right 
that St. Thomas was given the title of 
“Eucharistic Doctor”4 by Pius XI. His 
name will forever be engraved on the 
standard of history as the bearer of the 
greatest work of love offered to the 
Eucharistic Jesus. 

Sanctity: the greatest legacy  
of St. Thomas!

There are certain realities that only 
attain the fullness of their radiance 
as they come to an end, like the sun-
light, which casts its most beautiful 
rays when it is about to retire under the 
mysterious shadows of the night. So it 
is with souls who walk in the presence 
of God: their last days on this earth 
are the most blessed, for they reveal 
in a wonderful way the holiness of a 
lifetime. 

Thus, contemplating the end of the 
Angelic Doctor’s earthly pilgrimage, 
we can fully appreciate his love for 
the Eucharistic Jesus, whose fervour 
neither the glories of the world nor the 
vanities of erudition could dampen.

At the age of forty-nine, he fell 
seriously ill during a journey. His 

biographers tell us that the 
Cistercian monks of Foss-
anova who took him in, 
fought among them-
selves to bring some 
wood to the fireplace 
that heated his room, in or-
der to have the opportunity 
to be in the presence of this mas-
ter whom they admired so much. 
Thomas thanked them for this fa-
vour by succinctly explaining to 
them the Canticle of Canticles, 
which they had requested.

At death’s door, he asked for 
Holy Viaticum. On seeing Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament enter his 
room, he exclaimed with great emo-
tion: “Lord… hast Thou come to vis-
it me?” Notwithstanding his extreme 
weakness, he rose with great effort 
from his bed and prostrated himself 
at length before the Blessed Sacra-
ment while praying the Confiteor. 
Then he knelt and said this moving 
prayer: “Most Sacred Body, price of 
my soul, viaticum of my pilgrimage! 
… For love of Thee, my Jesus, I have 
studied, preached, taught and lived. 
My days, my sighs, my labours were 
all for Thee. All that I have written, I 
wrote with the righteous intention of 
pleasing Thee. However, if there is 
anything not in conformity with the 
truth, I submit it to the authority of the 
Roman Church, in whose bosom and 
under obedience to I wish to die.”5 As 
soon as he had received Communion, 
he fell into a deep ecstasy. 

*     *     *
This glorious Saint composed 

many doctrinal works. But none of 
them can compare with his example 
of virtue. Therefore, when we look 
at the genius of Aquinas, let us not 
only learn from the erudition of 
his thought and the wisdom of his 
words, but above all let us allow our-
selves to be filled with his devotion 
to the Eucharist so as to share in the 
exceedingly great reward that he 
now enjoys in Heaven! 

1 GUILHERME DE TOCCO. L’histoire de 
Saint Thomas d’Aquin. Paris: Du Cerf, 
2005, p.85.

2 BENEDICT XVI. General Audience, 
23/6/2010. 

3 FARREL, OP, Walter; HEALY, STD, 
Martin J. El libro rojo de Dios, según 
Santo Tomás de Aquino. Pamplona: Don 
Bosco, 1979, p.598.

4 PIUS XI. Studiorum ducem. 
5 SAINZ, OP, Manuel de M. Vida del 

angélico maestro Santo Tomás de Aqui
no, patrono de la juventud estudiosa. Ver-
gara: El Santísimo Rosario, 1903, p.177.

St. Thomas Aquinas - Diocesan Museum of 
Sacred Art, Vitoria (Spain)

Every visit of St. Thomas to the Prisoner 
of the tabernacle communicated to him 

new flashes of divine light, which he 
then transmitted in his writings
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Gabriel-antoine mossier

Soldier of Mary

Poor Gabriel… He had yet to learn how much harder 
it is to conquer oneself on the altar of holiness than to 
defeat one’s enemy on the battlefield!

here are few stories as fas-
cinating as those that tell 
of the mysterious relation-
ship between Creator and 

creature, especially when they mani-
fest the sublime fatherliness of God, 
intent on saving His sinful child by 
any means.

Such accounts, however, are even 
more admirable when they feature, in 
a discreet but pervasive and insistent 
manner, the august figure of the 
Mother of God and of mankind: 
Mary Most Holy. A holy pursuit 
unfolds, in which the Lady of mer-
cies is the pursuer, and the wayward 
child, no matter how far astray he 
has wandered, is the object of her 
boundless affection. 

All of these elements are present 
in a story that begins on August 25, 
1835. 

The dawning of a vocation

The son of a devout family from 
the Auvergne region of France, 
Gabriel-Antoine Mossier was un-
doubtedly a beloved soul. At about 
twelve years old, he was enrolled 
at Billom, a renowned Jesuit school 
which dates back to the 15th century. 
There he met Victor Bosdure, a boy 
his age, with whom he established a 
fraternal relationship that would last 
until the end of their lives.

As was customary in the colleges 
of the Society of Jesus in those times, 
at the beginning of the school year, a 
retreat was preached to the students, 
always an occasion of many graces. 
At the end of the retreat, while the two 
friends were talking about the inspira-
tions they had received, they decided 
to share a thought they could no longer 
keep to themselves: what they wanted 
to be when they grew up!

Compelled, however, by a typically 
childlike taste for secrecy, they both 
agreed not to reveal it to each other 
immediately, but to write their plans 
on slips of paper and place them in a 
hole in the wall for safe keeping. In 
this way, one day in the future, when 
they returned to Billom, they could 
retrieve the little papers and discover 
each other’s choice. 

Now, as was to be expected with 
two young boys not yet used to long 
waits, they had no sooner stored 
the papers than they went back to 
get them, open them, and read their 
contents. 

On Victor’s slip was written: “I 
shall be a missionary.” As for Gab-
riel’s, we will not reveal its contents 
quite yet; let time and history do 
that for us.

His military career

The years passed and, with them, 
his school days. The time for a de-
cision came, but this, Mossier had 
made long ago.

His drive, his equestrian passion, 
his ardent patriotism and high am-
bition invited him to follow a single 
path. Without hesitation, he informed 
his family of his decision to join the 
French army. Having received his 
parents’ consent, he left to enlist in 
the same corps that, years earlier, 

R
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n

A French dragoon with a Prussian flag 
captured in the Battle of Jena-Auerstedt - 

Armed Forces Museum, Paris

Without hesitation, young Gabriel 
decided to join the French army
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he had seen parade on the drill field of 
Clermont: the 3rd Regiment of Drag-
oons. His quick adaptation to military 
life, along with the great satisfaction it 
afforded him, seemed to indicate that 
he had found the right place and was 
heading for a promising future. How-
ever, before the first winds of success 
could swell the sails of that fragile ves-
sel, the Blessed Virgin, with motherly 
love, prepared a storm for him.

Just when everything seemed to as-
sure the young Gabriel of his certain 
promotion, he was suddenly bedridden 
and robbed of strength to continue his 
career. He had fallen victim to an epi-
demic of typhoid fever and was head-
ing inexorably towards his grave. On 
hearing the news, his mother decided to 
go to her dying son’s bedside and pray 
to the Blessed Virgin to cure him. As 
soon as he heard the most holy name of 
Mary, the delirious Gabriel seemed to 
revive and, beginning to move his lips, 
joined his mother’s entreaties. 

The prayers of both were answered, 
and he rapidly regained his normal 
vitality. However, spiritually he found 
himself even more strengthened by 
the outstanding proof of the maternal 
care and support that the Queen of 
Heaven had shown him. 

But despite this deepening of his re-
lationship with Mary, Mossier’s main 
goal was far from what his heavenly 
Mother wished for him. His desire to 
ascend, to succeed and to be a great 
officer was a fixed idea which domin-
ated his thoughts and to which he de-
voted all his efforts. In fact, it did not 
take long for him to rise in the ranks… 

In 1854, seven months after en-
tering the army, the nineteen-year-old 
was elevated to corporal, a humble 
rank in the army, but which, by grant-
ing him the longed-for stripes and 
command over a few men, was to him 
the beginning of a straight line towards 
his longed-for objective.

In 1861, we see him radiant with 
enthusiasm, his eyes shining with con-
tentment, wearing his new second lieu-

tenant’s uniform. At last, he was an of-
ficer! Would he not soon hold the title 
of the greatest general that France had 
ever known? Perhaps so, but the future 
still held many surprises for him.

A faithful friend

After his appointment, Gabriel 
Mossier decided to spend some time 
with his family in order to replenish 
his strength and assuage his home-
sickness. One day he received a letter 
from his old, but very dear and faith-
ful friend, Victor Bosdure, inviting 
him to the ceremony in which he was 
to make his religious profession and 
become a Carmelite. Evidently, the 
officer agreed to attend. 

Mossier was offered lodging in the 
monastery itself. Arriving at his cell, 
he examined his surroundings atten-
tively. How unfamiliar they appeared 
to him! It was a poor room, almost be-
reft of furniture, with some religious 
images on its walls. At the head of the 
bed, a large Christ gazed at the guest 
with sad and sweet eyes. Below the 
crucifix, he saw a well-worn discipline 
which the good monk who inhabited 
the room must have inadvertently left 
behind. It was the panorama of reli-
gious life unfolding before his eyes: 
beautiful but harsh; elevated but de-
manding complete humility; admired 
by many, embraced by few… While 
he was immersed in these consider-
ations, a discreet “who knows?” es-
caped Gabriel’s lips.

The next morning, the ceremony 
began. While Victor was making his 
profession, his sentiments got the bet-
ter of the proud officer who, remem-
bering that long-ago day in Billom 
and his friend’s faithfulness to grace, 
could not contain his emotion at the 
beautiful example he was witnessing. 
Unfortunately, he knew that the same 
could not be said of himself. 

In any case, in 1867, Gabriel was 
appointed first lieutenant. More than 
ever, he was determined to continue 
his brilliant career. 

At top, Gabriel Mossier as lieutenant 
in the 3rd Regiment of Dragoons; 
below, French dragoon from the same 
regiment in the 1830s

Mossier was soon promoted  
to corporal and later  
to lieutenant; however, the ideal  
of religious life began to grow  
in his soul…
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The war
1870! It was a year that would 

mark the history of France forever 
and, with it, that of our officer, for 
the terrible Franco-Prussian War had 
begun. For him, the news of the con-
flict met his most ardent and passion-
ate desires. This was what he was 
born for! 

During the long journey that sep-
arated him from the battlefield, many 
thoughts assailed his mind. First and 
foremost, of course, were his eager 
hopes for the great feats he would 
accomplish during the war. Never-
theless, other cogitations – subtle but 
penetrating – also came to him and 
weighed on his conscience. Had the 
Blessed Virgin Mary not given him 
to sense her mysterious predilection? 
Had he not mapped out another des-
tiny for his life when he wrote that 
note in Billom? Was Providence not 
waiting for him somewhere else? 

A visit to Heaven

Like every Christian, Gabriel knew 
that death is no trifling matter. Accord-
ingly, he prayed to Mary to give him 
the opportunity to be truly reconciled 
with God through the Sacrament of 

Confession before the moment of the 
battle arrived.

At a certain point during the ex-
hausting march, his division had 
to pause, not only to recuperate its 
energy, but also to inquire as to what 
route to follow, a mission that was en-
trusted to Lieutenant Mossier. While 
he was consulting the inhabitants of 
the region, he heard comments about 
the existence of a Trappist monastery 
in the vicinity. This was precisely 
what he was looking for. After pre-
senting the commander with the infor-
mation he had gathered, Gabriel asked 
permission to spend the night in that 
monastery, the Trappe of Gethsemane, 
together with another soldier who was 
a friend and confidante. They both set 
out immediately.

After being received by the priest 
in charge of hospitality, they asked 
him to hear their Confession, after 
which they went into the cells as-
signed to them. Ah, what peace they 
found there! At two in the morning 
they awoke, not to the sound of the 
trumpets for a new march, but to the 
bells that invited them to praise Our 
Lord. Inside the church, they experi-
enced the profound and vivid emo-

tion of hearing those heavenly chants 
sung by men who looked more like 
Angels. It was the antechamber of 
Heaven! 

As they left that “earthly paradise” 
to return to the valley of tears, recol-
lected and silent, they seemed trans-
formed. Breaking the silence, Gabriel 
confided to his friend: he had heard an 
inner voice calling him to that life. It 
was the same voice which had once 
spoken to his heart during his first re-
treat, the same voice which, at the age 
of twelve, had led him to write on his 
slip of paper: “I shall be a Trappist.” 
Time had passed, the child had grown, 
but the call remained. Things could 
not continue this way, concluded the 
thirty-five-year-old lieutenant. 

However, the duty of fighting for 
France caused him to postpone his 
commitment for a while longer. But 
the vow had been made: if he re-
turned from the war alive, he would 
be a Trappist. 

The end of the war

The 3rd Regiment of Dragoons 
initiated its action, leaving behind it 
a trail of bravery and blood, despite 
the negative results gained by the 

Scene from the Battle of Gravelotte, by Alphonse-Marie-Adolphe de Neuville - Museum of Orsay, Paris

After that night at the Trappe of Gethsemane, Gabriel promised: if he returned from the war alive,  
he would be a Trappist
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Views of the Trappe of Chambarand at the end of the 19th century

If Gabriel Mossier left the French army, it was because he knew he was called to join  
the incomparably more glorious phalanx of Mary’s soldiers
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1 DU BOURG, Antoine. Du champ de ba
taille à la Trappe: le Frère Gabriel. Paris: 
Perrin, 1939, p.72-73.

campaign. Finally, on the morning of 
August 16 came the moment Mossier 
had been dreaming of: to lead a caval-
ry charge. At Gravelotte, the opposing 
armies met. Sabre in hand, there stood 
Gabriel; shouting “Long live France,” 
he launched himself against the Prus-
sian ranks with all his fury. 

At the close of the battle many offi-
cers lay dead, others wounded – among 
them Lieutenant Mossier. It was not 
long before, from one capitulation to 
another, the French army was eventu-
ally forced to lay down its arms and be 
led captive to Prussia. How hard it was 
for our young man to see his dreams 
dashed! 

Nevertheless, after many months 
as a prisoner, Gabriel returned to 
France and in 1872 he was raised to 
the rank of captain. Despite the fail-
ure in the war, his career still seemed 
very promising. But… what about the 
vow he had made?

The great decision

From Heaven, the patient Mother 
could wait no longer for her errant son. 
She would at last go out to meet him! 
One day, Captain Mossier was alone in 
his room when, suddenly, he seemed 
to hear the sweet, gentle and now fam-

iliar voice of the Blessed Virgin. In 
the depths of his soul, She said: “I let 
France pass before Me, but my turn 
has come. You made a promise to Me, 
you gave Me your word of honour that 
you wanted to be mine.” And She con-
cluded: “All your hopes of vengeance, 
of glory, of advance, are but empty pre-
texts to hide your cowardice.”1 

Cowardice… How that word re-
sounded in the depths of his heart! 
Mossier and coward were two seem-
ingly irreconcilable terms. Was he not 
the fearless warrior who had fought 
intrepidly at the Battle of Gravelotte? 
How could such a brave officer ac-
knowledge himself as weak? Poor 
Gabriel… He had yet to learn how 
much harder it is to conquer oneself 
on the altar of holiness than to defeat 
one’s enemy on the battlefield! Now 
receiving this lesson, he accepted it 
lovingly, but also painfully. 

He spent the entire night praying 
for strength. The next day, he changed 
his life! Undoing his ties with the 
world and its deceptive hopes, he 
searched out the humblest Trappist 
monastery in France, and soon found 
it: Chambarand.

On entering the Trappist vocation, 
he insisted on remaining a simple ser-

vant monk, far from the glories of the 
priesthood, wishing to live forgotten 
by all, but always remembering Her 
who had never forgotten him. Gab-
riel-Antoine Mossier was now dead 
and Brother Marie-Gabriel had been 
born. If he had once sunk through 
pride, through humility he would rise 
from the mire of sin. And to do this, he 
would now apply all his military train-
ing to the fight against the old man. 

Finally, on April 10, 1897, the 
earthly pilgrimage of a soul who, pur-
sued by the maternal love of Mary, 
knew how to say yes to grace, to 
abandon everything and to follow the 
call of God, reached its end. His repu-
tation for holiness had by then spread 
not only within the monastery but 
throughout the whole Chambarand 
region.

If Gabriel Mossier left the French 
army, it was because he knew he was 
called to join the incomparably more 
glorious phalanx of Mary’s soldiers, 
heroes of virtue and conquerors of 
Heaven. 
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God Wants to Be with Us!

If the Child Jesus were to present us with some 
object made by His own hands, it would not be a 
gift as precious as He would give by granting us 
just one grace…

W
õ Sr. Luísa Gurgel, EP
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ork, worries, misfor-
tunes, achievements, 
dreams of success and 
distractions of every 

kind often completely absorb our 
attention, immersing us in a vicious 
and constant dissipation…

Yet Scripture says: “Non in com
motione Dominus” (1 Kgs 19:11), the 
Lord is not in agitation. Caught up 
in the turmoil of earthly concerns, 
we end up distancing ourselves from 
God, forgetting that we are on this 
earth for no other reason than to know 
Him, serve Him and love 
Him. 

Our soul is sacred 
ground, in which the Most 
High sows His grace (cf. Mt 
13:18-23), but its fruitfulness 
or barrenness depends on 
our care. And this care does 
not require that we neglect our 
daily duties, but that we learn 
to lift up our hearts in the 
midst of them. 

More precious 
than a gift from 
the Child Jesus

It is typical of our 
“industrialized” minds 
to imagine that God 
has an arsenal of al-
ready-created graces, 

organized and stored by “categories”, 
ready to be poured out upon us in ac-
cordance with certain predetermined 
needs, such as, for example, an illness 
or the loss of a loved one…

However, good Catholic theology 
teaches us that God creates specific 
and unique graces for each person 
and each circumstance. They are 
gifts that are made to measure, so 
to speak – personalized for each one 

of us. If the Divine Child Jesus, in 
St. Joseph’s workshop, were to craft 
some wooden object and present it to 
us, it would not be a gift as precious 
as He would give by granting us one 
grace!

The cultivation of the graces we 
have received is therefore central to 
our spiritual life. If we respond with 
love to these divine caresses we will 
soon conform ourselves to God and 
be sanctified, whereas by paying 
them no heed, we will end up becom-

ing practical atheists, on the 
road to perdition. 

Elevation of spirit 
and transcendence

Taking good care of 
the treasure of divine 
grace, and above all 
keeping the soul al-
ways open to receive 
it calls for a certain 
predisposition on our 
part. For the Lord does 
not cast pearls before 
swine (cf. Mt 7:6), and 
He seldom communi-
cates with those who 
do not value the super-
natural life.  

Furthermore, the 
voice of grace does 
not violate human free 
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So great was the love of the Blessed Virgin that  
everything around Her, during any occupation, was an 

occasion to remember her Lord

“The Holy Family” - Museum of Mercy, Porto (Portugal)
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will; it does not shout, but 
whispers in the depths of 
souls. Those who are listen-
ing to the noise of the world 
are unable to hear it and 
therefore cannot obey it. 

To be prepared to respond 
to this heavenly gift means 
keeping our spirit recol-
lected, not only during times 
of prayer or meditation, but 
also during our work, in 
which we often spend most 
of our time. It is not right that 
we should devote only a part 
of our attention to the Lord; 
He has a right to the whole of 
our existence! Without fail-
ing, then, to give “to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s,” 
we must give “to God the 
things that are God’s” (Mt 
22:21). 

How can we do this? By 
transcending our under-
standing of material things 
to supernatural realities. 
Practical tasks, provided they are 
not contrary to morals and are done 
with the right frame of mind, can 
always serve as a pretext for think-
ing about higher realities and thus 
give grace the opportunity to trans-
form us. 

Just as everything is evil for those 
whose mind is corrupted (cf. Ti 1:15), 
for those who truly love God, every-
thing has some relationship with 
Him.

The greatest example  
in history

Over two thousand years ago, 
the Mother of the Creator, the Seat 
of Wisdom, the Mirror of all divine 
perfections, the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
gave us a most precious example of 
this kind of recollection.

As a sound tradition tells us, from 
her earliest childhood, She who was 
to be the Tabernacle of God among 
men devoted herself to serving in the 

Temple. There She performed various 
duties, such as cleaning the sacred pre-
cincts, sewing and embroidering the 
vestments and linens destined for wor-
ship, and caring for liturgical objects. 

But far from being distracted by 
these tasks, Mary thought of God and 
of the coming Messiah while She car-
ried them out. So great was her love 
that everything around Her was an 
occasion to remember her Lord, to 
make a supplication to Him or even 
to console Him by offering some sac-
rifice, however small. Whether She 
was reading passages from the Holy 
Scriptures, discerning the action of 
grace in a soul, or even admiring a 
flower and contemplating the flight 
of a bird, her soul was always in div-
ine company.

Later, when it was her role to sur-
round the Divine Infant with tender 
care, and therefore to occupy her-
self with the utmost zeal in domes-
tic affairs, She did not give herself 

up to agitation. Scripture 
says: “Mary kept all these 
things, pondering them in 
her heart” (Lk 2:19), for 
her principal concern was 
to serve Jesus with her ar-
dent love.

By conserving this state 
of soul, Our Lady offered 
God the possibility of per-
forming wonders in Her, of 
revealing ineffable myster-
ies to Her, and of communi-
cating the torrents of His 
grace to Her at every mo-
ment. In this school of daily 
life together, Mary attained 
the fullness of union with 
the Creator to the point of 
becoming His very presence 
among men.

Heavenly joy 
experienced on earth

It may seem very dif-
ficult, at first sight, for a 
someone in the twenty-first 

century to do as Our Lady did, but 
this is not so. The path She trod is 
simple and accessible to all those 
who willingly commend themselves 
to her maternal intercession and are 
prepared to travel on the wings of 
sublimity. Moreover, it is God him-
self who most desires and constantly 
seeks to make contact with us! It will 
be enough for us to take care not to 
close our hearts, and to be attentive 
to the invitations that He makes to us 
every day. 

If we but make this simple effort, 
we will begin to experience within 
ourselves the greatest happiness that 
can be attained on this earth: “soul 
to soul” contact with God – a joy that 
only His infinite love and this close-
ness to Him can give us. 

Let us therefore beseech the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary to grant us 
the light and strength to follow in her 
footsteps and become worthy recipi-
ents of divine grace. 
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We need to transcend from material to  
supernatural realities, so as to give grace the 

opportunity to act in us

“Vision of Denys Ryckel”, by Vincenzo Carducci -  
Prado Museum, Madrid

Contents  Contents



õ Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira

Called to Render  
Great Service to the Church

T

The great majority 
of men are led by God 
according to general 
providence; to other 
people, however, the 
Most High extends 
a special calling

28      Heralds of the Gospel · October 2022

For souls destined to a special vocation, Providence 
reserves a path of disappointments. Dr. Plinio’s life was 
also marked by difficult interior struggles on the way to the 
full accomplishment of his mission.

here are two positions of 
God in relation to men. 
Some fall under what we 
call general providence; 

others under what we call special 
providence. 

General and special providence

Divine Providence is that supreme 
perfection of wisdom by which God 
conducts events. In view of the way 
things are, He disposes them accord-
ing to His plan for each creature. 

The great majority of men are led 
by God according to general provi-
dence. That is to say, for the average 
person He provides a normal life, giv-
ing him ordinary resources and suffi-
cient intellect to employ them so as to 
meet his needs. 

For other people, however, the 
Most High has a special calling, lead-
ing them in a distinct way. Since it is 
a special calling, He also gives them 
a particular kind of care, which is not 
the ordinary. 

A person placed under this special 
providence usually has a notion, at 
least a vague one, of the divine designs 
concerning him. In Scripture there is 
the case of the prophet Samuel, whom 
God called three times. At first, he 

thought that it was Eli, the high priest 
of the Temple, calling him. The fourth 
time, on hearing “Samuel, Samuel,” 
the prophet responded: “Speak, for 
Thy servant hears” (1 Sm 3:10). So 
too, in the face of these first urgings 
that call us, we might respond, “Lord, 
where are You? I do not see You!” 

A call to something sublime 

In this same sense, the problem I 
had in my youth was basically voca-
tional and was expressed in the fol-
lowing way. 

Ever since I was little I had felt a 
call to something greater… I felt it 
very strongly, without knowing how 
to define it. It was clear to me that I 

should have a life different from that 
of others. I realized that I was “over-
flowing from my cup” and that on my 
path there would be enormous, lumin-
ous and magnificent achievements, 
that would entail sacrifices for which I 
needed to prepare myself, but also vic-
tories that would fill me with joy. 

Along with this, I experienced a 
kind of dread that these presentiments 
would not come to pass with me, and 
that I would have to adapt myself 
entirely to the standard way of life 
of any man of my conditions, in my 
times. I felt a type of suffocation at this 
thought.

“I found my way” 

It was like an “uncorking”, some-
thing magnificent, the blessed day 
when I passed by Patriarch’s Square1 
and saw the notice regarding the Cath-
olic Youth Congress. It was a battle 
cry! A lot of things that I had thought 
unfeasible suddenly appeared in tor-
rents before me. 

Imagine a young man who reaches 
his nineteenth or twentieth year, but 
already very mature and marked by 
suffering for his age, searching for a 
goal that does not materialize. And 
who, for that reason, has the impres-
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God gives a very great 
vocation and then 
brings about situa-
tions that we did not 
count on, making it 
seem as if He has 
abandoned us…
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sion that his hands are grasping and 
clutching at the future he wants. Sud-
denly he passes a certain place, sees 
something and a window opens! You 
can easily calculate the joy of soul 
that this gives. 

From there followed successive 
joys with the Marian Movement, the 
foundation of the Catholic Electoral 
League and my election as a deputy to 
the National Constituent Assembly… 
Everything unfolded in a continuous 
flight, and I said to myself, to the de-
light of my soul: “The way has been 
found. From here on there will doubt-
less be arduous struggle, but this is the 
way!” 

Difficulties are the sign  
that a vocation is loved by God 

Now, after this ascending move-
ment, when I was twenty-five or 
twenty-six, everything that had prom-
ised to be an open road for me came to 
nothing, or rather forced me to return 
to the starting point, rendering impos-
sible what I desired. You can under-
stand the torment that this entailed.

I began to perceive this downward 
spiral between the middle and the end 
of my term of office in the national 
assembly. It consisted in the collapse 
of my family’s patrimony, impover-
ishment and the need to work in order 
to live, when I wished to dedicate all 
my time and efforts to the apostolate. 

Hence the torment: “So that is it? It 
was all an illusion? I will live the life 
of a lawyer who goes to court, takes 
notes to prepare some arguments for 
his client – because he has quarrelled 
with someone else – and defends his 
rights in trifling matters? My whole 
soul is turned towards other object-
ives. Even if I make money in this ca-
reer – and that is doubtful – I was not 
born to make money. I was born for 
something else!” 

Moreover, up to that time I had had 
an iron constitution. But some health 
problems arose, which Providence 
later brought to an end.

this bluff. Take your life as it comes, 
because God wants it this way. Does 
He or does He not have the right to 
want it? Is it God who charts your fu-
ture, or you? And if things unfold dif-
ferently through no fault of your own, 
are you not obliged to accept it, to bow 
your head and to be content?” 

I was Mary’s slave; therefore, I had 
to accept with resignation my future 
as it opened before me. I had to sup-
press in my soul those flights, those 
desires, those lofty aspirations as 
something unacceptable, that did not 
express God’s will. And if the Most 
High so desired, I must go back “in-
side my cup”, or even go to a smaller 
“cup” than the one in which I had been 
born.

It is difficult to calculate how 
stifled my soul felt, and the bewil-
derment that this situation caused in 
me. 

In reality, God gives a very great 
vocation and then difficulties ap-
pear. The fact that these difficulties 
arise does not mean that one does 
not have a vocation. On the contrary, 
it is a vocation loved by God, in the 
course of which He brings about cir-
cumstances that one did not wish, 
situations that one did not count on, 
making it seem as if He has aban-
doned us… But there is also an in-

For example, the neuralgia that 
attacked me at that time. At two or 
three o’clock in the morning, I would 
awaken and sit up with strong pain in 
my head, as if there was a nail stuck in 
my forehead on the left side, and the 
time dragged on… I heard the clocks 
of the hotel and the church strike the 
hours, while I, sitting up, reflected on 
those misfortunes and endured the 
“nail”. Then, exhausted, I would sleep 
with the weight of the oppression that 
troubled me. 

Then I began to perceive the reli-
gious and political crisis undermining 
the path before me, and with this, the 
terror and suffocation of illusion: “All 
that was nothing but a deception, a 
dream, a bluff! Resign yourself to the 
will of God who wants you to suffer 

Dr. Plinio in a conference in 1989
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“Who knows if  
God wants me  
to be an expiatory 
victim, as was  
St. Therese? What 
should I expect 
for my life?”
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terior movement of the soul that tells 
us: “No, Providence has not aban-
doned us. Let’s forge ahead!”

“Should I be an expiatory victim?” 

On top of that, another problem 
declared itself. I had read the book 
Story of a Soul, by St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus, which had deeply im-
pressed me. It starts from the premise 
that one can do nothing more useful 
for the Catholic Church than to be an 
expiatory victim of the merciful love 
of God. That is to say, men sin and 
it is necessary that others help them 
to expiate their sins. By this means, 
through our suffering God forgives 
others and wins over other souls, giv-
ing them great graces because of our 
suffering.

St. Therese wanted to die in this 
way, as an expiatory victim for the 
souls of others, and she was heeded. 
I used to pose this problem to myself: 
“Who knows if God wants me to be 
an expiatory victim, unknown to all? 
I realize that I have the possibilities, 
the resources, perhaps I even have 
the talents to be an out-of-the-or-
dinary man and to render great 
service to the Church, but I could 
be condemned to be an ordinary 
man, and to watch someone else 
follow a luminous course. And 
the other man would follow this 
path because I was the victim 
who carried his cross. Would I not 
be more useful to the Church and 
to the Counter-Revolution, im-
mersed in suffering and anonym-
ity, than undertaking the heroic 
cavalry charge of the crusade I 
would like to accomplish? What, 
then, should I expect from God 
for my life?” 

Since my entire propensity 
was not to be the expiatory victim 
but rather the man on his way to 
the battlefield to fight, I thought 
I would make an especially great 
sacrifice by accepting to be the 
opposite of what I wanted. I 

might triumph in the battle you so 
longed to win? Now, I want to see how 
your love for God is. You were very 
happy to be somebody. Will you have 
the same courage to be nobody? Do 
you accept that? How serious are you? 
If you are serious, you will accept it. If 
you are not serious, you only want to 
play a role. In that case you are worth-
less; you do not love God and you de-
serve to be abandoned by Him on the 
face of the earth.” 

Sometimes, a vocation entails sur-
prises that are difficult to bear. Provi-
dence leads us along a path, but gives 
us the impression that we have taken 
the wrong road and that God’s ways 
may be different. Nevertheless, this is 
the sign that He wants to take us there. 

On the other hand, the idea of of-
fering myself like this bothered me. 
I made the offer, but it seemed to me 
that something was not right…

I was in this situation when, in the 
Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
located near the hotel where I was 
living, in Rio de Janeiro, I saw that 

there was a book fair being held. 
I found a few that interested me 
and I bought them. I was especial-
ly struck by one whose title was 
The Book of Confidence. 

“O Voice of Christ, 
mysterious voice of grace” 

One cannot imagine the effect 
it had on my spirit when I opened 
it – I do not recall if it was right 
there or upon arriving at the hotel 
– and read its first lines: “O voice 
of Christ, mysterious voice of 
grace that resounds in the silence 
of our hearts, you murmur in the 
depths of our consciences words 
of sweetness and peace.” This had 
a magnificent soothing effect in 
my soul.

The author goes on to expound, 
in more or less these terms, the 
following doctrine: God can ask a 
person to walk along the hardest 
and most unforeseen paths, but if 

would serve the Church better in my 
annihilation than in my personal ful-
filment. So I should accept and return 
to “my own cup,” yielding to the harsh 
reality of the facts. What did God 
want of me?

Difficult surprises in the 
line of the vocation 

I asked myself: “might that illness 
that causes neuralgia perhaps be a can-
cer or some other disease that leads to 
my premature death, so that another 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus in 1896
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“Let us forge ahead, 
over mountains, 
valleys and hills… 
Wherever the road 
may go and whatever 
detours it takes, I 
must have confidence”
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1 Located in the old centre of São Paulo.

we listen to the voice of Christ in 
us – the mysterious voice of grace 
– it will whisper words of sweet-
ness and peace in our souls. 

That which overwhelms and 
breaks us, in the vast majority of 
cases, is not the path we should 
follow. There will be an inner 
movement in our souls which 
will give us confidence that the 
way is another, and it will lead us 
to where our first yearnings were 
taking us. 

This book had a marvellous 
effect on me, in the final analy-
sis, because it gave me precisely 
the idea that, being under a spe-
cial providence and asking God, 
invoking the intercession of Our 
Lady, who can obtain everything 
from Him, I would be heard. 

Blessed bridge that helped me  
to cross many an abyss 

And I used to say to myself: “In the 
end, through twists and turns, one way 
or another, what I desire will come 
true. I am not called to the way of St. 
Therese. I feel more called to the way 
of Godfrey de Bouillon. Let us forge 
ahead, over the sticks and stones, over 
mountains, valleys and hills… Wher-
ever the road may go and whatever di-
gressions it seems to take, I must have 
confidence, confidence, confidence… 
‘O voice of Christ, mysterious voice 

of grace which resounds in the si-
lence of our hearts, you murmur 
in the depths of our consciences 
words of sweetness and peace.’ I 
will pray and ask, pray and ask…” 

From there a question came to 
me: “But might you be mistaken? 
If you keep quiet and are heroic, 
asking nothing of Our Lady, will 
you not achieve more than by 
asking? If you ask, She will give. 
But sometimes She gives what 
She did not want to give. Ask for 
nothing and just let everything 
happen.” 

I did not know how to solve the 
problem and so I thought: “I will 
ask, but on the condition that her 
will be done and not mine. If the 
will that is in me is also hers, let it 
be done! I will ask, ask, ask!

I found a balance in the midst 
of a fearful whirlwind. 

The Book of Confidence was the 
admirable and blessed bridge that 
helped me to pass over I do not know 
how many chasms, until I found some 
sign that indicated that I was really on 
the right path and advancing. 

Taken from: Conference.  
São Paulo, 13/5/1989

Dr. Plinio on the occasion of an event  
at the Sacred Heart of Jesus College,  

São Paulo, around 1933
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View of the Bastei Bridge - GermanyView of the Bastei Bridge - Germany
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A child of an 
extremely affable, 
but serious and noble 
character, she would 
spend long hours 
at the foot of some 
statue of Our Lady
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st. hedwiG

Destined for Combat 
and Victory

Hedwig learned from the Divine Master to offer a pure 
and supernatural love to creatures, which inspired her 
to fight valiantly for the progress of the Holy Church 
and for the sanctification of souls in her time.

he meaning of the name 
Hedwig indicates a woman 
destined for “combat and 
victory.” A duchess of fine 

features and delicate bearing, she lived 
up to this signification, for she took up 
the struggle of resignation in the face 
of God’s designs and bravely faced the 
sufferings that devastated her coun-
try, which is why she was called the 
“strong woman of the Gospel.”

A flower of European nobility

Hedwig was the second daughter 
of Berthold IV, Count of Andechs, 
Merania and Tyrol, and Agnes, 
daughter of Count Rotlech, Margrave 
of the Holy Empire, whose genealogy 
can be traced back to Charlemagne 
himself.

The couple had six other children, 
including Agnes, who married Philip 
Augustus, king of France, and Ger-
trude, who married Andrew, father 
of St. Elizabeth of Hungary and king 
of that nation. These marriages af-
forded Hedwig relations with several 
of the European royal houses.

A childhood pervaded with 
innocence and chastity

It is not known on exactly what 
day Hedwig was born in 1174. A child 
of an extremely affable, but serious 
and noble character, from her cradle 
she showed a marked inclination to 
innocence and chastity, qualities so 
scarce in the ostentatious circles of 
the court and which she would pre-
serve all her life. 

On reaching the age of six, she 
was entrusted to the care of the Bene-
dictine nuns of the Abbey of Kitzing-

en in order to acquire the religious 
and cultural knowledge that her con-
dition demanded. The nuns soon no-
ticed in the girl a penetrating intelli-
gence as well as numerous gifts: she 
was skilful in in the art of illumina-
tion and embroidery, as well as sing-
ing and playing various instruments. 
During the time spent in the convent, 
she also studied Sacred Scripture, 
devoted herself to caring for the sick 
and learned to organize gardens and 
vegetable plots. However, her soul 
found its true delight in spending 
long hours in the church or at the foot 
of some statue of Our Lady. 

Virginity of soul in marriage

By twelve years of age, she had 
already acquired an exemplary ma-
turity. The nobility of her blood, her 
beauty and her luminous intelligence 
made her hand very coveted for mar-
riage. However, her greatest desire 
was to remain a virgin and to conse-
crate herself entirely to God. 

Nevertheless, the designs of Provi-
dence are mysterious and inscrut-
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able! Through her marriage to Prince 
Henry I of Silesia, the Lord united in 
Hedwig’s soul two qualities that seem 
contradictory to the eyes of the world: 
virginity of soul and motherhood. 

Although a devoted wife and a very 
affectionate mother, she preserved in-
tact the purity of her soul, as if she had 
never been bound to anyone by human 
ties, living continually for God. She 
had learned from the Divine Master 
the key to loving creatures with a pure 
and supernatural affection, which al-
lowed her to preserve her chastity of 
heart until the end of her life.

Forming the image of Christ 
in her husband’s soul

With her marriage, she left her 
parents’ palace in Germany and went 
to live with Henry in Silesia, a region 
of medieval Poland.

This was a very brusque change for 
the young woman. Poland at that time 
was still emerging from barbarism 
and the customs of the people were 
very crude, as compared with those 
of her homeland. She had to fortify 
her heart to face the sufferings of her 
new condition, with such results that 
she was considered “the first German 
princess who managed to adapt to the 
inhospitable soil of Poland.”1 In short 
order, she captivated both nobles and 
servants by the sweetness and upright-
ness with which she treated them. 

Her first mission was to under-
stand her husband’s temperament in 
order to better serve him, and she was 
so successful in this endeavour that 
she won his heart completely.

Henry was courageous, strict 
with himself and generous, but his 
religious education left much to be 
desired. Hedwig, who loved him as 
much as possible on this earth, was 
especially concerned for his soul. 
She became his catechist and tutor, 
teaching him the practice of prayer 
and good morals. With each pass-
ing day, Henry had more reason to 
trust his holy wife, and his heart was 

gradually led to God by her love and 
devotion.

Vow of perfect chastity

The marriage of Hedwig was bless-
ed with fruit, for she bore six children. 
After the last of these was born, she 
and Henry took a vow of perfect chas-
tity, sealing this promise secretly in 
the hands of a bishop. When the fact 
became public, they decided to live in 
separate residences in order to avoid 
scandal, and from then on they always 
met in the company of witnesses.

Hedwig moved to a monastery of 
Cistercian nuns that her husband had 
built in Trebnitz, present-day Ger-

many. Henry, drawn by his wife’s ex-
ample, began to lead a religious life 
while still in the world. He cut his hair 
in the form of a tonsure and grew a 
beard;2 he acquired such deep humil-
ity and ardent devotion that he was 
considered a Saint. 

With great admiration the people 
could see a young princess, full of 
gifts and esteemed by all, living more 
as a religious than as a noblewoman. 
The maxim of her life was that the 
more illustrious one’s origin, the more 
it was necessary to distinguish oneself 
through virtue; the higher the social 
position, the greater the obligation to 
edify one’s neighbour through good 
example. And this she carried out to 
perfection.

Patroness of the destitute, 
the poor and those in debt

In the new life she had undertaken, 
Hedwig decided not to take a vow of 
poverty for a very definite reason: 
to continue helping others with her 
goods. She was very rich, but lived on 
a minimum income for herself; with 
the remainder she helped the poor and 
built hospitals, schools, churches and 
monasteries. On account of countless 
acts of charity that have endured the 
centuries, she is considered the pa-
tron Saint of the underprivileged, the 
poor and those in debt.

However, perhaps her greatest 
work of mercy was to employ her 
power and political influence to fa-
vour the growth of the Church and 
save souls. The religious state of the 
people and even of many of the clergy 
was at that time truly lamentable. 
Hedwig was undaunted: she under-
took bold ventures, spent her fortune 
and exhorted the clergy, with the goal 
of seeing the true Catholic doctrine 
shine in the souls of all her subjects. 
For this reason, she is often repre-
sented with her crown over the Holy 
Scriptures, signifying that her power 
and wealth were founded on the Faith; 
or with a church in her hands, due to 

The marriage of St. Hedgwig and  
Henry I - Church of St. Catherine, 

Brandenburg (Germany)
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her concern to protect and expand 
the domain of the Mystical Bride of 
Christ.

Magnanimity and  
fortitude in the face of  
misfortunes

“Hedwig knew that those living 
stones that were to be placed in the 
building of the heavenly Jerusalem 
had to be smoothed out by buffetings 
and pressures in this world, and that 
many tribulations would be needed 
before she could cross over into the 
glory of her heavenly homeland.”3 
Indeed, St. Hedwig had discovered 
the secret that lies behind the Cross! 
And she did not waver in the face 
of the pain and sacrifices that God 
asked of her.

A series of calamities befell this 
noble soul. In 1237, her son Kon-
rad died after being attacked during 
a hunt by a wild beast. During the 
same period, while still immersed in 
sorrow, she mourned the death of an-
other son, Boleslaw. 

As if that were not enough, 
her husband fell prisoner to 
Prince Konrad of Plock during 
the war. Full of courage, she 
personally appeared before the 
latter to obtain her husband’s 
release. Konrad had never al-
lowed himself to be intimidated 
by anyone, “but when he saw the 
Duchess Hedwig before him, 
the man trembled. It seemed to 
him that an Angel stood before 
him, threatening him. Without 
demanding a ransom he set the 
prisoner free.”4

A short time later, Henry set 
out for the region of Krosna, 
Poland, but seized by a sudden 
illness, he died in 1238. The 
nuns of the abbey of Trebnitz 
were shaken by the news of the 
ruler’s passing. The only one 
who remained serene was Hed-
wig, who tried to comfort the 
others: “Why do you complain 

about God’s will? Our lives are in His 
hands, and everything He does is well 
done, even when it is a matter of our 
own death, or the death of our loved 
ones.”5

A holy penitent with 
a wealth of gifts

St. Hedwig had extremely austere 
habits. She usually lived on bread and 
water or ate only a few boiled vege-
tables; for forty years she abstained 

from meat. After her death, her daugh-
ter-in-law Anne testified before ec-
clesiastical authorities that, “of all the 
lives of penitent Saints she had read, 
she had never come across anyone 
who surpassed her mother-in-law in 
penance.”6

She used to walk barefoot to 
church, even in the snow. But as she 
did not like others to see her sacrifice, 
she always carried her shoes and put 
them on when anyone came into view. 
One day a maidservant who was ac-
companying her began to complain 
about the cold. Hedwig then told her 
to place her feet in her footprints. The 
woman began to feel a great warmth 
that invaded her whole body. 

Providence had endowed the soul 
of this generous lady with count-
less favours, among them the gift of 
prophecy and the revelation of hid-
den things, which made her aware 
of events taking place at a great dis-
tance. She foresaw wars and calam-
ities that would ravage her country; 

she cured the blind and those 
afflicted with other maladies. 
She was often found in a state 
of deep ecstasy, surrounded 
by a light so strong that it daz-
zled those who witnessed the 
phenomenon.

Intimate union with Our 
Lord Jesus Christ

St. Hedwig always kept the 
mystery of her intimate union 
with the Lord from becoming 
known. However, such was the 
fervour that pervaded her that 
she could not repress the sighs, 
“cries of love and songs of joy 
that escaped her heart to greet 
her Divine Bridegroom.”7 

A certain nun, desirous of 
knowing what she did in the 
church when she remained 
there alone for long hours, once 
hid herself in the choir. From 
there she witnessed an admir-
able scene: after having kissed 

“St. Hedwig reconciles Prince Konrad of Plock and 
Henry I”, by Feliks Sypniewski
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and the most harrowing temptations 
presented themselves. All the pas-
sions which she had repelled over 
the years assaulted her spirit: anger, 
hatred, envy… If she did not know 
that an invisible hand was supporting 
her, she would have despaired. How-
ever, Hedwig endured everything 
patiently. When the time of trial was 
over, that same divine hand lifted her 
up, leading her back into the kingdom 
of light. 

As the day of her death drew near, 
the Lord gave her a foretaste of the 
happiness of Paradise as a reward for 
her fidelity during the assaults of hell: 
many citizens of the heavenly Jerusa-
lem came to visit her. On the day of 
the Blessed Virgin’s nativity, Cather-
ine, her faithful servant, witnessed a 
wonderful scene: she saw several of 
the blessed entering her room. Full of 
joy, she greeted them: “Dear Saints, 
welcome! St. Mary Magdalene, St. 
Catherine, St. Thecla, St. Ursula!”9

each of the seats used by the nuns 
for the singing of the Office, she 
knelt before the altar of the Blessed 
Virgin, above which was a crucifix, 
and remained there with her arms 
open in the form of a cross. As she 
prayed thus, the arm of Christ de-
tached itself from the cross and He 
blessed her, saying: “Your prayer 
has been heard; you will obtain the 
grace you ask of Me.”8 Thus she won 
the Heart of God with her love and 
prayers. 

Battle against the demons 

To prove her fidelity and love to 
her heavenly Spouse, she had to be 
exposed to a terrible ordeal. Demons 
appeared to her in horrible forms and 
beat her, repeating in a furious voice, 
“Why are you so holy?” In those mo-
ments she was mysteriously robbed 
of her strength and immersed in dark-
ness and abandonment. The gates of 
the abyss opened before the duchess 

Death and canonization
On October 15, 1243, Hedwig sur-

rendered her soul to God. On the bed 
where she lay, from time to time she 
opened her blue eyes to raise them 
to Heaven and pronounce the div-
ine name of Jesus. While the sisters 
intoned the Psalms, she looked up 
to Heaven once again and, without 
a gasp, she breathed her last in this 
valley of tears. Her remains were 
then besieged by the nuns: some cut 
her nails, others her hair, while others 
took pieces of her clothing. 

The Polish people long mourned 
the loss of their mother. But she 
would not abandon those whom she 
had loved so much on earth. Miracles 
ensued, followed by more miracles. 

On October 15, 1267, just twenty-
four years after her death, Pope 
Clement IV, who himself had ob-
tained a miracle through her interces-
sion, inscribed her in the catalogue of 
the Saints. 

At left, Jesus crucified blesses St. 
Hedwig; at right, the Saint’s death 
among the religious of Trebnitz - 
Church of St. Catherine, Brandenburg 
(Germany)
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servant of God marCel van, Cssr

“I could not find anyone in whom I could confide  
my thoughts. So I had to endure everything  
in silence until the day I met my sister  
St. Therese! ...”

y God, if that’s how 
it is, I give up!” It 
was October 1942. 
With this cry from 

the heart, a fourteen-year-old directs 
his steps to the study hall of the sem-
inary of Quảng-Uyên, run by French 
Dominicans. Despite his simple, 
friendly and even charismatic char-
acter, we find him in a state of tor-
ment and affliction. 

For a boy like Van, who had fought 
tooth and nail to achieve his ideal, the 
awareness that he would not be able to 
do so was an unbearable disappoint-
ment; the idea of being forced to sur-
render shook him to the core. 

Joachim Nguyen tan Van wanted to 
be a saint by becoming a priest. From 
the age of three, he had tagged after 
his mother in the house and the rice 
paddy, pestering her: “Mama, make 
me a Saint!” At eight, he had left his 
family life on the outskirts of Hanoi to 
pursue his goal. 

Along the often-cruel twists and 
turns that Van’s life had taken since 
then, Providence never stopped speak-
ing to his heart; the calls for intimacy 
with Jesus were insistent. “But there 
was this problem,” he wrote in his 

memoirs: “In spite of my great desire 
to attain holiness, I was certain I would 
never succeed, since to be a Saint it 
was necessary to fast, give oneself the 
discipline, carry a stone round one’s 
neck.”1

A typical adolescent of his time 
– almost ours – his scant spiritual 
reading had left him with an apoth-
eotic concept of holiness beyond his 
capacity and willpower. Above all, 
the image so often held out to him of a 
demanding and punishing God, whom 
the sinner, in his wretchedness, could 
not come near, repulsed him. “I came 
to the conclusion that my desire for 
sanctity was for me pure madness,” he 
affirmed.2 

Such thoughts produced intense 
vexation of spirit, for his aspirations 
were quite different: “Compatible with 
my personal idea, I would have wished 
that my life of sanctity could conform 
to the thought of St. Augustine: ‘Love 
and do what you wish.’ Yes, I would 
have wished that all my actions, all my 
gestures were devoted to the service 
of God, so as to reach right up to Him 
who is absolute perfection.”3 

Accordingly, Van found himself 
on the horns of a dilemma: “I was 

looking, therefore, for a Saint of my 
imagination; but where then was he 
hidden, as I could not find him any-
where? I dare not invent a new way 
myself. So, what was there to do?”4

More than a book… a solution!

At this spiritual crossroads, Van 
went to the study hall on that after-
noon in 1942, having first thrown 
himself at the feet of a statue of Our 
Lady, his “lifeline” in so many af-
flictions, imploring Her for a sign, a 
counsel and a return to peace.

Specifically, he had asked the 
Blessed Virgin to lead him to a good 
book. Now, shuffling an assortment 
of lives of the Saints on a table, he 
made the resolution to read the one on 
which his index finger randomly fell. 
He closed his eyes… 

In a gesture of frank disappoint-
ment, Van dropped the chosen book 
noisily on the table. Story of a Soul… 
Who was this St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus? Where did she come from? He 
mused to himself: “Since her birth 
until her last breath she had many 
ecstasies and performed a number 
of miracles; she fasted on bread and 
water, only taking one meal a day…”5
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But, having made a commitment, 
he picked it up and began to leaf 
through it. He was soon absorbed. He 
skipped to the last chapter and then 
started reading it in earnest. After 
only two pages, his eyes misted over. 
Tears of remorse ran down his face for 
having scorned the book, and his heart 
welled with joy and relief at having 
made a wonderful discovery:

“So, to become a saint was not 
only to walk by the path of ‘saints 
of bygone days.’ There are many 
paths leading to holiness. […] What 
moved me completely was this rea-
soning of St. Therese: ‘If God only 
humbled himself towards the most 
beautiful f lowers, symbols of the 
holy doctors, His love would not be 
an absolute love, since the charac-
teristic of love is to humble oneself 
to the extreme limit. […] As the sun 
shines at the same time on the cedar 
and the little flower, in the same way 
the divine Star especially lights up 
all souls, big or small.’ Oh, what rea-
soning, so deep in its simplicity! […] 
I found in these words the key which 
opened for me a way which was dir-

ect and pleasing, leading right to the 
summit of perfection.”6

His heart was full, and his soul 
felt light; but at that moment he could 
read no more, for the simple reason 
that his tears had soaked the pages, 
making it impossible to turn them… 
Regretfully, he had to resign himself 
to closing the book. 

“United in the one love of God”

Over the days that followed, Van 
and Story of a Soul became insepar-
able. The boy felt his soul resonate 
with every “yes” and every “no” of 
Therese, with her every pain and joy. 

At first, he addressed the book’s 
author by the title “Saint”. But then 
he began to feel the need to treat her 
in a closer way, as a younger brother 
treats his older sister, but he did not 
dare to do so until he read in the auto-
biography the passage in which The-
rese recounts the death of her mother. 
On this occasion she said, referring to 
her older sister, “As for me, it is Pau-
line who will be my mother.” Taken 
then by an inspiration of grace, on his 
knees Van spoke a simple and sincere 
formula: “For me, it is Therese who 
will be my sister.”

Van relates what happened next: 
“As soon as I had said these words, 
my soul was invaded with such a 
current of happiness that I remained 
stunned by it […]. I was dominated 
entirely by a supernatural force which 
flooded my soul with unspeakable 
happiness.”7 

Taken by this mystical grace, 
he left the chapel where he was and 
went running outdoors, his soul over-
flowing with a joy “which I could 
only express with a great variety of 
songs and a thousand childish skips.”8 
And he added: “I jumped from rock 
to rock, […] crying out my happiness 
and sending into the air all the songs 
I knew by heart in Vietnamese, in 
Thai, in French and in Chinese.”9

Finally, worn out from gambol-
ling “like a madman or rather, like a 

butterfly that the wind carries here 
and there,”10 but still in the grip of an 
intense joy, he stretched out on a rock 
and went over his behaviour in his 
mind with a certain shame: “Have I 
lost my mind? If not, why am I so full 
of joy?”11

Suddenly, an unknown voice called 
him by name: 

“Van, Van, my dear little brother!” 
Van leapt up, this time in fright! 

He looked around, convinced that 
someone was there, but he was puz-
zled by the familiar treatment, since it 
was a female voice he had heard.

“Van! My dear little brother!”
The voice was gentle as the pass-

ing breeze. Guessing at its super-
natural origin, Van let out a hurried 
cry of joy:

“Oh! It’s my sister St. Therese!
The reply was not long in coming:
“Yes, it is truly your sister St. The-

rese that is here. As soon as I heard 
your voice, I profoundly compre-
hended your guileless and pure heart. 
I came here to answer your words, 
which echoed in my heart. Little 
brother! From now on you will be my 
little brother, just as you chose me to 
be your big sister. From now on, our 
souls will no longer be separated by 

The reply did not delay: “From now 
on you will be my little brother!”

Br. Marcel Van in Hanoi, Vietnam, between 
the years 1954-1955; on previous page, 

panorama of northern Vietnam

After reading “Story of a Soul”, Van 
decided to take St. Therese of the 

Child Jesus as his sister

St. Therese of the Child Jesus in 1896
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any obstacle, as they were before. 
They are already united in the one 
love of God.” 

Similar missions

Despite his turbulent childhood, 
marked by poverty and persecu-
tion, the suffering that hurt Van’s 
heart the most was always his pro-
found isolation: “I could not find 
anyone in whom to could confide 
my thoughts. Consequently, I had 
to put up with everything in silence 
until the day when I met my sister 
St. Therese on the hill at Quảng-
Uyên.”12 Through a strong, intimate 
and lasting relationship – which he 
faithfully recounts in his writings – 
the Saint of the Little Way works an 
admirable miracle in Van: by way 
of a warm, spiritual tête-à-tête, she 
helps him understand something of 
the Father’s love.

With Therese at his side, Van be-
gins to glimpse the mercy of God in 
everything. He understands – and he 
convinces us! – that there is no separ-
ation between Heaven and earth, and 
that there is a strong bond of souls 
and missions between the Glorious 
Church and the Church Militant. This 
was the case, even with him, as his 
guardian assures him: 

“Therese has always been your The-
rese and you, Van, have been equally 
the little brother of Therese since the 
moment when we existed, both of us, 
in the thought of God.”13

With time, the Blessed Virgin her-
self would give Van a clearer vision of 
this connection between missions. In 
a communication of January 4, 1946, 
Mary tells him: 

“Do you not know that later, in 
Heaven, you will have a mission sim-
ilar to that of your sister Therese? You 
will be like a second Therese of the 
Child Jesus. The first taught you the 
manner of entering into relation with 
the love of Jesus.” The second, She 
says, referring to Van, “will teach 
souls the manner of entering into 
relation with me and to expand my 
reign in the world. […] So your role, 
my child, will not consist in being the 
apostle of my reign but rather in com-
ing to the aid of the apostles of this 
reign.”14

A great renunciation…

Therese of the Child Jesus guid-
ed this weak yet faithful soul with 
mastery, unveiling panoramas that 
moved his will and changed his men-
tality. At some moments she patiently 
listens to Van; at others she gives him 

clear advice. Sometimes she chides 
him in a friendly way, telling him that 
he shouldn’t cry so easily… She even 
sings and composes verses for him! 

As the emissary of the divine will 
to his soul, Therese was also obliged 
one day to announce a delicate and 
difficult message to her protégé: he 
was not to become a priest. This news 
sparked consternation and sorrow, 
and Van wept profusely. Wishing to 
encourage her charge, she assured 
him that his apostolic desires would 
be fulfilled even outside the priestly 
state, through prayers and sacrifi-
ces, just as she herself had fulfilled 
her vocation: “Little brother, rejoice 
and be happy at having been placed 
among the number of ‘Apostles of the 
love of God’ who are privileged to be 
hidden in the heart of God in order to 
be the vital force of the missionary 
apostles.”15 

Entry into religious life

This news began a new phase in 
Van’s life. His destiny had to be de-
cided, and for this purpose Therese 
recommended that he turn to the 
Blessed Virgin, to find out which re-
ligious congregation he should enter.

Two weeks later, Van had a sym-
bolic dream which gave him a clue: 

From left to right: Marcel Van at the age of twelve; with his sister Anne Marie Te on the occasion of his profession of vows in 
September of 1952; with Fr. Antonio Boucher, his spiritual director in the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer
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With Therese at his side, Van began to glimpse the mercy of God in everything. He learned that there is a  
strong bond of souls and missions between the Glorious Church and the Church Militant
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he suddenly saw someone dressed 
in black, of a luminous supernatural 
beauty and whose face revealed great 
goodness, approach his bedside. Ca-
ressing his head, the person asked 
him very gently, “My son, do you 
wish?” Unable to identify the person 
and feeling rapt by such indescribable 
goodness, Van immediately thought 
it was Our Lady, more precisely the 
Sorrowful Virgin, because of her 
dark clothing, and replied enthusias-
tically: “O Mother, yes, I wish!”

This dream filled Van with joy, 
although he did not yet know its 
meaning. When he told it to his big 
sister, she was happy to say: “Ask 
Our Lady to explain it to you.”16 Ap-
parently, however, this did not hap-
pen and Van continued to search for 
his vocation. 

He had already thought of becom-
ing a Dominican, or even a Cister-
cian, but neither of these charisms 
satisfied his soul. Then, a few days 
after the dream, while cleaning a part 
of the house, he found a magazine 
entitled Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
published by the Redemptorist Fath-
ers, and began to read several articles 
on the Blessed Virgin Mary.

 This reading had its effect on him, 
as he states in his memoirs: “I began 
to know and love the congregation for 
the simple reason that the Redemp-
torists had a very special devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin.”17 From then on, 
he desired with all his soul to become 
part of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer.

St. Therese promptly supported 
him in this decision: “You wish to 

join the Redemptorists? Very good, 
little brother. This is precisely the 
congregation the Blessed Virgin 
wishes to take you to.”18 In fact, after 
overcoming some difficulties, Van 
entered the Redemptorist novitiate in 
Hanoi on August 15, 1945, taking the 
name Marcel. 

One day, entering the chapel for a 
brief visit to the Blessed Sacrament, 
he saw a statue of St. Alphonsus 
Maria de Liguori, founder of the Con-
gregation, on a pedestal. Seeing him 
dressed just like Our Lady of Sor-
rows in his dream, and making the 

same gesture as She had at his bed-
side, a suspicion arose in his mind: 
was the mysterious figure that had 
caressed him really the Virgin Mary? 
Suddenly and very sweetly, St. The-
rese said to him: “You need doubt 
no longer, little brother. Rest assured 
that the person who appeared to you 
on that night […] [that] you took for 
Our Lady of Sorrows, was your be-
nevolent Father St. Alphonsus him-
self.”19 This confirmed his choice and 
the authenticity of his calling for once 
and for all.

Mystic, apostle and 
confessor of the Faith

His spiritual director in the congre-
gation, the Canadian priest Fr. Antonio 
Boucher, CSsR, impressed by the 
young religious in whom grace had 
worked wonders, suggested that he 
commit his spiritual itinerary to writ-
ing, resulting in a voluminous Viet-
namese text, divided into almost nine 
hundred pages of student notebooks. 
Convinced that Van had a message for 
the Church and the world, Fr. Boucher 
worked painstakingly for many years 
to translate these writings into French. 
Thanks to this, today we have at our 
disposal his teachings of deep theo-
logical and mystical insight.

For the next almost ten years, Mar-
cel carried out a fruitful apostolate. 
Having returned to Hanoi – now under 
communist rule – in order to help his 
brothers, he was imprisoned in 1955. 
On July 10 of 1959, he died, exhausted 
by the maltreatment received, but, in 
keeping with his most ardent desire, 
consumed by love. 

It was St. Alphonsus himself who 
had appeared to Van in a dream, 

calling him to be his son

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori - Church 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  

Granada (Spain)
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The virtue of innocence never diminished  
in the soul of Dona Lucilia since her childhood,  
at times manifesting itself in a state of tranquillity,  
at other times in combativeness.

he Ribeiro dos Santos 
family into which Lucilia 
was born, with their emi-
nently traditional make-

up, were monarchists to the core, in 
the same way that they were Catholics. 
The affective and psychological dis-
positions that made them feel at home 
in the monarchist ambit were similar 
to those they felt when at church. Re-
specting due proportions, there was 
something analogous between their 
way of preparing to receive the Holy 
Eucharist, for example, and the antici-
pation that filled their home when they 
were about to meet a member of the 
Imperial family. The presence of Dona 
Gabriela, the matriarch, heightened 
these sentiments.

The visit of the Emperor

In 1878, while touring the Prov-
ince of São Paulo, Dom Pedro II vis-
ited the Ribeiro dos Santos family in 
Pirassununga. Travelling in a luxury 
train of the Paulista Company on the 
inaugural journey of the new railway 
branch, the Emperor detrained at the 
makeshift wooden station, where the 
local dignitaries awaited him.

The Empress, Teresa Cristina, 
did not accompany her husband, but 
stayed in the car, where she received 
Dona Gabriela, who brought little 
Lucilia with her. As an expression of 
affability to the mother, Dona Teresa 
said to the girl:

“My dear, I knew your grand-
father; it was he who taught me to 
dance.”

Indeed, at one of the court balls, 
Dr. Gabriel José Rodrigues dos San-
tos had gallantly and boldly invited 
her to dance, something she would 
normally forgo. Just moments before, 
with tact and class, he had success-
fully coached the Empress, who was 
lame in one foot, how to finesse the 
dance steps in such a way as to com-
pensate for her disability. Empress 
Teresa Cristina managed so well that 
the feat was the talk of the court.

At the reception in Dr. Antônio’s 
house, Emperor Dom Pedro II – a 
figure of patriarchal proportions – 
drew little Lucilia close to him and, 
as he spoke, absent-mindedly ran his 
hand through her hair, unwinding 
her ringlets, one by one. Perceiving 
the slow ruin of her painstakingly 

arranged coiffure, Lucilia was about 
to protest, but her eyes met the stern 
and unwavering gaze of her father, 
stipulating that she make no reac-
tion.

The Emperor’s visit was certainly 
an exception to the routine life of the 
Ribeiro dos Santos household, but 
there were other such breaks, such as 
the trips to São Paulo. 

Daily life enlivened  
by trips to the capital 

Although Pirassununga was experi-
encing rapid growth and its numerous 
stores were stocked with everything 
necessary to meet daily needs, the Ri-
beiro dos Santos would occasionally 
make visits to the capital not only to 
see their relatives but also to purchase 
fine and imported items.

Dona Lucilia, with a luminous 
memory even in her advanced old 
age, enchanted listeners with her de-
tailed account of the family trips to 
São Paulo. She would say: 

“Mama planned each trip to the 
provincial capital meticulously. Every-
thing was very well done. The food 
that had been especially prepared for 

õ Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

Contents  Contents

https://catholicmagazine.news/author/usjoaosconamigliocladias/


October 2022 · Heralds of the Gospel      41

Lú
ci

o 
C

és
ar

the trip was stowed in covered wicker 
baskets.”

The journey to the station, the fare-
wells, the tidy railway cars, the scenic 
ride, and finally, the arrival at the cap-
ital, took on a storybook and legendary 
quality on Dona Lucilia’s lips. She 
narrated everything in such a winsome 
and captivating way, that her listeners 
felt they were travelling alongside her. 
It was impossible to keep the imagina-
tion from picturing the scenes so mar-
vellously described.

Innocent pastimes

In São Paulo, Dona Gabriela would 
faithfully pay visits to the Luz Con-
vent bringing her little daughter with 
her. The nuns would part the curtain 
of the parlour to see the child and hand 
her sweets and other trifles. Lucilia 
was overjoyed and, like her mother, 
always retained affectionate ties to the 
convent for the rest of her life.

Other highlights of the trips to São 
Paulo were the stays at a relative’s 
home in the Anhangabaú Valley. Those 
who visit the region today – with its 
expanses of concrete and asphalt, its 
tunnels and overpasses, its crowded 
buildings, its pollution, commotion, 
crowds and crime – may have diffi-
culty envisioning that over a hundred 
years ago, the place still had pastoral 
charm. A fish-filled brook meandered 
through a lush and green valley, wel-
coming groups of washerwomen to its 
banks.

Lucilia’s favourite pastime was 
fishing for minnows in the stream, 
but she also took part in other outdoor 
amusements.

The family excursions in elegant 
and comfortable landau-style con-
vertible carriages, with the top drawn 
back in mild weather, brought them 
to the stops of the still-small São Pa-
ulo frequented by members of society 
eager to witness the growth of the 
capital. Dona Lucilia never forgot, for 
example, the trips to the construction 
site of the Ipiranga Museum, where 

she played, as a little girl, by the foun-
dations of this famous and monu-
mental building.

In order to give her listeners an 
idea of the quaint serenity of life in 
the São Paulo of those days, Dona 
Lucilia recalled the time in which 
society ladies, following the caprices 
of extravagant fashion, would send 
their maidservants to the Várzea do 
Carmo in the evenings to catch fire-
flies along the riverbank to adorn 
their elaborate coiffures.

But of all the occurrences during 
these trips to São Paulo, the following 
is the most singular. 

A young girl feared  
by the devil

Lucilia’s zealously guarded inno-
cence encompassed not only peerless 
goodness, but also a total incompat-
ibility with evil, as one of the most 
interesting episodes in her childhood, 
narrated by a relative, attests.

Toward the end of the nineteenth 
century, spiritualist practices were 
much in vogue in certain high-soci-

ety circles. Those addicted to the cus-
tom would gather around a table to 
consult beings from beyond. 

Lucilia was once taken on a visit 
to the home of relatives in the capital 
who were holding a séance. She was 
playing quietly in a corner of the par-
lour that had been chosen for the sin-
ister encounter. The participants of 
this censurable act, assembled around 
the table, witnessed the futile efforts 
of a famous medium to call down 
the spirit. After much insistence, the 
prince of darkness grumbled through 
the voice of the exhausted sorcerer:

“Get that little fool Lucilia out of 
here!”

The episode was repeated in other 
circumstances, and was so remark-
able that it became part of family lore. 
There would be other signs of the in-
fernal spirits’ displeasure throughout 
the course of Dona Lucilia’s life. 

Taken, with minor 
adaptations, from: Dona Lucilia.  

Città del Vaticano-Nobleton: LEV;  
Heralds of the Gospel, 2013, p.62-65

Luz Convent, São Paulo; previous page, Dona Lucilia as a young girl

Lucilia’s visits to the Luz Convent cultivated the seeds of an innocence  
that would develop in her soul over the course of her life
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Mexico – The Marian missions carried out in the cities of Tuxpan (photo 1), Ojo Caliente and Calvillo  
(photos 2 and 3), brought the coordinators of the Mary, Queen of Hearts Shrine Apostolate together at Our Lady’s 

feet. The visit of the statue was also the occasion for the formation of new groups to receive the shrine.
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Spain – From June 15 to 18, cooperators and friends of the Heralds of the Gospel in Madrid,  
Valencia and Asturias made a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, in Portugal.  

In addition to taking part in various events at the shrine, the pilgrims prayed the Way of the Cross in Valinhos.
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Italy – The city of Gambarare, in the metropolitan region of Venice, received a visit from the Pilgrim Statue of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, who was crowned in the cathedral (photo 1). The statue also travelled through Cianciana (photo 2)  
and the towns of Scaletta Marina and Scaletta Superiore, in Sicily, where a visit to the sick was also made (photo 3).
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Mozambique – The faithful of the St. Isidore Community, in Matola, were enrolled in the scapular of Our Lady of  
Carmel by Fr. Santiago Canals, EP (photo 1). During the same period of time, children from several different 
catechetical groups visited the Heralds’ house in that city (photo 2), where they participated in a Holy Mass.
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n August 12 and 13, faithful from all across Brazil 
gathered at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Apare-

cida to participate in the 12th Pilgrimage of the Mary, Queen 
of Hearts Shrine Apostolate, of the Heralds of the Gospel.

Especially blessed moments include the candlelight 
procession (photo 1), the praying of the Rosary in the Old 
Basilica (photo 2) and the processional Rosary along the 

Walkway of Faith (photo 3). The closing Mass in the New 
Basilica (photo 5) was presided over by Bishop Benedito 
Beni dos Santos, Emeritus of Lorena (photo 6), and 
concelebrated by several priests, including Fr. Ricardo 
Basso, EP, and Fr. Antônio Guerra, EP. The choir of the 
Major Seminary of the Heralds provided the music for 
the celebration (photo 4).

1 2 3
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Four hundred and sixty years since 
the first foundation of St. Teresa

The Carmel of St. Joseph, found-
ed by St. Teresa of Jesus in 1562 in 
the city of Avila, Spain, celebrated its 
four hundred and sixtieth anniversary 
on August 24. To commemorate the 
date, the diocese of Avila organized 
a procession with the statue of the 
reformer Saint, from the church built 
over her birthplace, where it is kept, 
to the convent. There, Vespers were 
sung and a Holy Mass was celebrated 
by Cardinal Ricardo Blázquez Pérez, 
Archbishop Emeritus of Valladolid.

St. Joseph, the first of several con-
vents founded by the Saint, was built 
in the 17th century. St. Teresa lived 
there for five years, encouraging the 
nuns to lead a life of contemplation, 
prayer and penance, in reparation for 
the evils inflicted on the Church in 
her time. 

Daily Mass transforms 
American school

Since 2017, the students of St. 
Augustine Parish School in Kentucky 
have been participating in morning 
Mass four times a week. The celebra-
tion begins at eight o’clock, followed 
by a breakfast offered to the children.

According to Fr. Daniel Schomaker, 
pastor of St. Augustine’s Church in the 
Diocese of Covington and promoter of 
the initiative together with the Princi-
pal, Kathy Nienaber, the daily Mass 
not only provides the students with 
spiritual formation, but also emotion-
al support, considering that many of 
them come from families torn apart by 

divorce, addiction or imprisonment. 
The priest also points out that, regard-
less of family background, all the stu-
dents benefit from this time spent close 
to Our Lord, even with regard to their 
academic achievement.

The parents of the students have 
also been favoured by the Masses: 
many of them had drifted away from 
the Sacraments, but seeing the prog-
ress of their children, they felt encour-
aged to return to the practice of their 
Faith. 

The study analysed 3,000 Afri-
can-American adults, looking at eight 
criteria to measure cardiovascular 
health: diet, physical activity, nicotine 
exposure, weight, cholesterol, blood 
pressure, sugar levels and sleep. In all 
these categories, the more religious 
people performed better, compared 
with those who were not at all or hard-
ly religious. 

This result persisted even when 
other variants such as socio-demo-
graphic factors, chronic stress and 
social contact networks were added. 
The religiousness of the participants 
was measured in terms of their belief 
in God, attendance at religious servi-
ces, personal prayer time, and spirit-
ual practices in coping with adversity.

Catholics denounce building 
of satanic temple in Mexico

The Catholics of Veracruz, Mex-
ico, have expressed their indignation 
and repudiation of the construction of 
a satanic temple in the city, promot-
ed by a warlock. They are calling for 
government intervention and claim 
that the erection of such a building 
will only bring death and destruction 
to the region. 

“The devil does not want believers 
or followers, but slaves in will, in soul 
and in everything,” stressed Spanish 
exorcist Fr. Francisco Torres Ruiz. 
He added: “The devil does not grant 
favours. Therefore, it is a mistake to 
think that this will have any positive 
influence on people.” Bishop Carlos 
Briseño Arch, OAR, of the Veracruz 
diocese, also expressed his repudi-
ation, urging the faithful not to give 
any space to this false religion. 

Weapons used in the destruction 
of the Temple of Jerusalem found

Researchers from the Israel An-
tiquities Authority announced the 
discovery of hundreds of stones of 
various sizes, which were probably 
used as projectiles by the Roman army 
commanded by Titus for the destruc-

Military Ordinariate of 
Colombia is consecrated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary

On August 15, Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Military Ordinariate of 
Colombia, represented by the new 
heads of the Armed Forces and of the 
National Police, was consecrated to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
ceremony took place before a Pilgrim 
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima which 
has been visiting the different dio-
ceses of the country since June 13. 
The organization Colombia Fatima 
Mission stresses that this act will 
bring many precious fruits to the Co-
lombian nation. 

Religious people have 
better heart health

The American Heart Association 
magazine, published in the United 
States, reported in August on a study 
conducted by the institution itself, 
which shows that adults with a high-
er level of religious belief and more 
active spirituality enjoy better heart 
health. 
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Centenary of the Crowning of the Virgin of Altagracia
n August 15, thousands of devotees attended 
the closing Mass of the centennial celebra-

tions of the canonical coronation of Our Lady of 
Altagracia, Patroness of the Dominican Republic, 
held at the Félix Sánchez Olympic Stadium in 
Santo Domingo. Archbishop Edgar Peña Parra, 
Substitute for General Affairs of the Secretariat 
of State, presided over the celebration, which was 
attended by civil and military authorities.

The painting of Our Lady of Altagracia, to-
day venerated in her shrine in the city of Higüey, 
arrived at the island then called La Española 
in the 16th century, brought from Spain by the 
brothers Alfonso and Antonio Trejo. Her ca-
nonical crowning took place in 1922, during the 
pontificate of Pius XI.

tion of the walls of Jerusalem and the 
Temple in 70 AD. 

Using computer resources and tak-
ing into account the local topography, 
as well as the location of the forti-
fication walls of the city during the 
Second Temple period, archaeologist 
Kfir Arbiv carried out ballistic cal-
culations that allowed him to recreate 
the battle and conclude that the stones 
were launched from sophisticated ma-
chines at a distance of up to three hun-
dred metres.

Smaller stones used by the infan-
try and in catapults were also found, 
as well as spears, swords and arrow-
heads, some of them heavy enough to 

pierce armour. According to experts, 
the discovery reflects the extremely 
fierce battles that culminated with 
the destruction of the Second Temple 
of Jerusalem.

Churches in Switzerland 
targets of vandalism

In July and August, several Catho-
lic churches in Switzerland were the 
target of a wave of vandalism, in par-
ticular in the Basel region. 

On July 19, an individual tried 
to set fire to a church, which had 
its windows broken with stones the 
following week. Three others were 
covered with graffiti on August 3 

and 4, including the Church of the 
Holy Spirit in Weil am Rhein, which 
suffered the most damage. The in-
scriptions were mostly indecipher-
able, except for a few in which words 
like “Jesus”, “Buddha” or “God is 
great” in Arabic could be read. On 
August 15, the Solemnity of the As-
sumption of Our Lady, St. Joseph’s 
Church was the target. The police 
authorities believe that all these acts 
of vandalism were committed by the 
same perpetrators.

During this period, the Church of 
Our Lady in Zurich also had its walls 
smeared with red paint and covered 
with obscene phrases.

Members of the Heralds of the Gospel escort the image of the Virgin  
of Altagracia during her centenary celebrations

Contents  Contents

https://gaudiumpress.ca


õ Gabrielli Ramos

Angelic Delivery

J

Anika takes a large helping of supper, but only eats a  
little of it. Then she hurries away to her room with the rest… 
What might she be up to?
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Story for Children... or for AdultS full of fAith?

ust before sunrise, the birds 
begin to sing, awakening the 
Ziolek couple for another day of 
prayer and work. The fields of 

this dedicated Polish farming family 
promise an excellent crop!

As the first rays of sun begin to il-
luminate the little house, Stanislaus and 
Veronica wake up the children. Michal-
ina and Justyna, the older girls, dress 
quickly and help their mother prepare 
breakfast; Anika, twelve, and Stefan, 
ten, help their father to finish loading 
the cart that will carry the harvested 
vegetables to the nearby village for sale. 

After breakfast, they all pray the 
Rosary together, beseeching the pro-
tection of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Following morning prayers, Stan-
islaus climbs onto the cart with his 
young son and they head for the mar-
ket. They will spend the whole day 
there, returning only when the even-
ing Angelus bell rings.

Back at the produce farm, Ver-
onica and her daughters tend to the 
plantations with energy and diligence. 
Anika often helps her mother to prune 
and trim the rows of plants and pull 
weeds, while Justyna and Michalina 
perform their favourite task of water-
ing the crop by riding a high seesaw 
that pumps water from the well to ir-
rigate the fields.

Although everyone is busy with 
their farm chores, a constant worry 
pulls at their souls due to the sorely felt 
absence of the eldest boy of the family, 
Maximilian. It has been a year now 
since the war called him away to de-
fend his homeland, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Ziolek have anxiously tried to find out 
how he is faring, for they have never 
received word. “How is his health? 
Has he been wounded or injured? Is he 
suffering cold and hunger? When will 
he come home? Why has he not writ-
ten?” These are some of the countless 
questions that daily haunt the Zioleks.

Despite this affliction, the family 
never neglects the fulfilment of their 
duties. They carry on resolutely, trust-
ing that Our Lady will continually 
protect Maximilian.

At the end of a hard day’s labour, 
everyone heads home for the final 
meal, in which even the smallest hap-
pening is fuel for conversation. Little 
Stefan tells his mother and sisters 
about the sale of the produce; Justyna 
and Michalina tell their father about 
the good progress of the crops, thanks 
to the favourable weather of that time 
of the year. Everyone talks and eats 
heartily – everyone except Anika…

For a few days now, her parents 
have noticed their youngest daugh-
ter behaving differently. At supper 
she takes a large portion of food and 
only eat a little of it. When her moth-
er asks her why she doesn’t finish, 
the girl only replies that she is satis-
fied. And once the family has prayed 
grace, after the meal, she quickly 
and quietly carries the plate to her 
room.

This night is no different; off goes 
Anika with her plate of food.

“Why on earth does she do that?” 
asks Michalina.

“Maybe she wants to eat it in the 
middle of the night,” Stefan sug-
gests.

What did Anika do every night 
before going to sleep?  

She prayed, full of trust…
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 “No, there must be some good 
reason for this peculiar behaviour,” 
said Justyna thoughtfully.

So what is it that Anika really does 
every night?

The pious and innocent child 
has set up a little altar in her room 
with a statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and a Guardian Angel picture. 
Every night, after eating her part of 
the serving, she takes the remain-
der to her “oratory” and places it 
at Our Lady’s feet with this prayer: 
“Dear Heavenly Mother, we learned 
in catechism that your Divine Son, 
my God, has given all of us an an-
gelic protector, to watch over our 
body and soul. Dear Lady, you are 
the only one who knows how Max is 
doing in the war… I’m worried that 
he might not have enough to eat. So, 
I beg you: send my Guardian Angel 
to take this meal to Max in the army 
camp and, above all, take care of his 
soul! And, my faithful Angel friend, 
bring Max my prayers and affection 
– and a big hug, too! Amen!”

After making her supplication, 
Anika climbs into bed and sleeps 
peacefully, certain that her heaven-
ly guardian unfailingly delivers the 
food to Maximilian.

Autumn comes and reaches 
its peak, but no letter reaches the 
Zioleks. The last produce is har-
vested and, while Stanislaus spends 
his days stockpiling firewood and 
procuring other provisions, Veronica 
and her daughters apply themselves 
to canning, preserving and cold-stor-
ing a variety of vegetables.

One day at mid-morning, they 
hear his cart pulling rapidly up to the 
house.

“Stanislaus, at this hour and in 
such a hurry? Has something hap-
pened?” his wife asks herself.

There could only be one reason. 
After long and distressing wait, they 
have finally received a letter from 
Maximilian!

Mr. Ziolek rushes inside, calling 
and waving the envelope with glee. 
In the blink of an eye, everyone is 
gathered around him to hear what the 
firstborn has written:

“My beloved parents and sib-
lings, you have no idea how much 
supernatural protection I have been 
receiving, especially at this difficult 
time! The fighting is hard and dan-
gers are greater every day; however, 
in all these difficulties, I can feel your 
prayers obtaining God’s protection 

for me. I was wounded in the first few 
months of combat, but was soon able 
to return to the battleground. I con-
tinue to pray the Rosary, as we always 
did as a family, asking Our Lady to 
safeguard my soul. 

“As for material needs, I seem to 
be receiving help directly from Heav-
en: every day a distinguished, tall 
and shining young man delivers me a 
delicious meal. The amazing thing is 
that the food tastes just like Mother’s! 
I have asked him repeatedly where 
he is from and why he treats me with 
such kindness, but he just smiles and 
offers no reply. Then he leaves with-
out a trace. I think he must be an 
Angel…”

The six are delighted to hear the 
rest of Maximilian’s adventures, and 
each line they read affects them deep-
ly. But nothing impresses them more 
than his description of the young man 
delivering his supper. When they 
finish the letter, a sense of mystery 
hangs in the air as they wonder who 
that personage might be. 

Everyone exchanges confused 
looks – everyone except Anika. Hum-
bly and with a serene face, she in-
wardly thanked her Guardian Angel 
for carrying out her request. By this 
means, she had managed to assist her 
brother in his glorious battles. 

Every day, a distinguished and 
shining young man delivered a 

delicious meal to Maximilian

Suddenly, they heard Father coming home in a great hurry;  
the first letter from the eldest son had arrived!
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The SainTS of each Day ________________________  ocTober
1. St. Therese of the Child Jesus, 

virgin and Doctor of the Church 
(†1897 Lisieux - France).

St. Bavo, monk (†c. 659). A 
man of dissolute life, he was con-
verted on hearing a sermon by St. 
Amand. He distributed his goods 
to the poor and retired as a monk 
to the Benedictine monastery of 
Ghent, Belgium. 

2. 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Holy Guardian Angels.
Blessed Maria Antonina 

Kratochwil, virgin and martyr 
(†1942). A religious of the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of the 
Schools of Our Lady. Impris-
oned in Stanislawów, present-
day Ukraine, she died as a result 
of the torture to which she was 
subjected. 

3. Sts. Andrew of Soveral, Am-
brose Francis Ferro, priests, 
and companions, martyrs (†1645 
Cunhaú and Uruaçu - Brazil).

St. Cyprian of Toulon, bish-
op (†d. 543). Disciple of St. Caes-
arius of Arles, he defended the 
true Faith regarding grace at sev-
eral synods.

4. St. Francis of Assisi, religious 
(†1226 Assisi - Italy).

Blessed Francis Xavier See-
los, priest (†1867). Redemptorist 
priest, native of Bavaria; he exer-
cised his ministry as a missionary 
in the United States.

5. St. Benedict the Black, religious 
(†1589 Palermo - Italy). 

St. Maria Faustina Kowal-
ska, virgin (†1938 Krakow -  
Poland).

St. Flora, virgin (†1347). Re-
ligious of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem. She dedicated herself 
to caring for the sick in the hospi-
tal of Beaulieu, France.

6. St. Bruno, priest (†1101 Serra San 
Bruno - Italy).

Blessed Marie Rose Duro-
cher, virgin (†1849). Born to a 
prosperous farming family in 
Quebec, she answered the call of 
the Bishop of Montreal to found a 
Congregation dedicated to teach-
ing, for this purpose founding 
the Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary.

7. Our Lady of the Rosary.
Blessed Martin Cid, abbot 

(†1152). He founded the Bella-
fuente monastery in Valparaiso, 
Spain, and made it part of the Cis-
tercian Order. 

8. St. Ragenfrida, abbess (†eighth 
century). With her own resour-
ces she built the monastery of 
Denain, France, and became its 
first abbess.

9. 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Denis, bishop, and com-

panions, martyrs (†third-century 
Paris).

St. John Leonardi, priest 
(†1609 Rome).

St. Gunther, hermit (†1045). 
Abandoning earthly possessions, 
he entered monastic life in the 
Benedictine Order. Some years 
later, he opted for the hermitic 
life, withdrawing to the wilder-
ness of Bavaria and Bohemia.

10. Blessed Angela Maria Trusz-
kowska, virgin (†1899). Born in 
Kalisz, Poland, she founded the 
Franciscan Congregation of St. 
Felix of Cantalice.

11. St. Meinards, bishop (†1196). 
A German monk who, at an ad-
vanced age, set out to evangelize 
Latvia, where he received episco-
pal ordination. 

12. Our Lady of the Conception 
Aparecida (Brazil).

Blessed Roman Sitko, priest 
and martyr (†1942). Rector of the 
seminary of Tarnów, Poland, he 
was arrested and suffered cruel 
torture in the concentration camp 
of Auschwitz.

13. Blessed Alexandrina Maria da 
Costa, laywoman (†1955). Injured 
while fleeing an attempt against 
her chastity at the age of 14 in 
Balasar, Portugal, she became 
paraplegic and permanently bed-
ridden, offering herself as a vic-
tim for the conversion of sinners. 

14. St. Callistus I, Pope and martyr 
(†c. 222 Rome).

St. Venantius, bishop (†sixth 
century). He governed the Dio-
cese of Luni, Italy, giving spe-
cial importance to the clergy and 
monks. An esteemed friend of 
Pope St. Gregory the Great.

15. St. Teresa of Jesus, virgin and 
Doctor of the Church (†1582 Alba 
de Tormes - Spain).

St. Thecla, abbess (†c. 790). 
Benedictine religious from Wim-

St. Luke - Basilica of the 
Annunciation, Cortemaggiore (Italy)

M
at

tis
 (

C
C

 b
y-

sa
 4

.0
)

Contents  Contents



October 2022 · Heralds of the Gospel      49

The SainTS of each Day ________________________  ocTober
borne, England, she was sent to 
Germany to help St. Boniface.

16. 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Hedwig, religious (†1243 

Trebnitz - Poland). 
St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque, virgin (†1690 Paray-le-
Monial - France). 

St. Gerard Majella, religious 
(†1755). Redemptorist lay brother, 
he sanctified himself by carrying 
out the humble tasks of sacristan, 
gardener, porter, infirmarian and 
tailor in the convent.

17. St. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop 
and martyr (†107 Rome).

Blessed Tarsila Córdoba Bel-
da, martyr (†1936). Mother of a 
family killed by firing squad dur-
ing the Spanish Civil War after it 
was discovered she was caring for 
nuns in hiding.

18. St. Luke, Evangelist.
St. Peter of Alcantara, priest 

(†1562). Franciscan religious who 
distinguished himself by a life of 
austere penance. He was an advis-
or to St. Teresa of Jesus in the re-
form of the Carmelite Order.

19. Sts. Jean de Brébeuf, 
Isaac Jogues, priests, and 
companions, martyrs (†1642-
1649). Celebrated in Canada on 
September 26th. 

St. Paul of the Cross, priest 
(†1775 Rome). 

Blessed Agnes of Jesus 
Galand, virgin (†1634). Prioress 
of the Dominican monastery of 
Langeac, France, she offered her 
prayers and sufferings to Christ 
for the good formation of priests.

20. St. Andrew Calibita, mar-
tyr (†767). Cretan monk impris-
oned and killed due to the fury of 
iconoclasts.

21. St. Viator, lector (†c. 389). A 
disciple of St. Justus, Bishop of 
Lyon, he followed him to Egypt to 
assume a life of solitude and pen-
ance in the desert.

22. Sts. Nunilo and Alodia, vir-
gins and martyrs (†851). Daugh-
ters of a Muslim and raised as 
Christians by their mother, they 
refused to abandon the Faith in 
Christ and were beheaded in 
Huesca, Spain.

23. 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. John of Capistrano, priest 

(†1456 Ilok - Croatia).
St. Severinus Boethius, 

martyr (†524). Roman senator 
and consul, famous for his prolific 
philosophical and theological 
work, he was martyred by the 
Ostrogoth king Theodoric in 
Pavia, Italy.

24. St. Anthony Mary Claret, 
bishop (†1870 Fontfroide -  
France).

St. Louis Guanella, priest 
(†1915). He founded the Congre-
gation of the Servants of Charity 

and the Daughters of St. Mary of 
Providence in Como, Italy.

25. St. Anthony of Saint Anne 
Galvão, priest (†1822 Brazil).

St. Fructos, hermit (†c. 715). 
He distributed his possessions 
to the poor and went on to lead a 
hermitic life on a steep cliff near 
Segovia, Spain.

26. Blessed Celina Chludzindska 
Borzecka, religious (†1913). She 
founded the Congregation of the 
Sisters of the Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ in Rome.

27. Blessed Salvador Mollar Ven-
tura, martyr (†1936). Francis-
can religious martyred during the 
Spanish Civil War.

28. St. Simon and St. Jude 
Thaddeus, Apostles.

St. Germain, abbot (†eleventh 
century). He founded and directed 
the Abbey of Talloires in Annecy, 
France.

29. St. Abraham, anchorite (†366). 
Born into a wealthy family 
in Edessa, Syria, he became 
a hermit in a narrow cell. His 
bishop ordained him a priest and 
sent him out to evangelize the 
region, but as soon as he could, 
he returned to the life of an 
anchorite.

30. 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Blessed Oleksa Zaryckyj, 

priest and martyr (†1963). Priest 
of the Ukrainian Archeparchy 
imprisoned in the concentration 
camp of Dolinka, Kazakhstan, 
where he died.

31. Blessed Thomas Bellacci of 
Florence, religious (†1447). Re-
penting of his dissolute youth, he 
entered the Order of Friars Minor 
as a lay brother.
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Blessed Agnes of Jesus Galand -  
Monastery of St. Catherine of Siena, 

Langeac (France)
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The Ensemble Is Greater

If we were to consider a single bloom, we would overlook it; after all, there 
are more fragrant and beautiful flowers. But when we have a plethora of 
them before our eyes, we forget their apparent insignificance.

ear reader, allow me 
to pass on something 
that recently caught my 
attention. While I was 

praying the Rosary, walking through 
the grounds of my community, I 
came across a beautiful f lowering 
shrub. It was a hibiscus, known 
scientifically by the name Hibiscus 
rosasinensis, which evokes a spe-
cial aspect of God: the splendour of 
harmony.

In nature we find a countless var-
iety of flowers, of the most diverse col-
ours, forms, sizes and scents… Each 
one has its own particular charm, and 
despite the great differences in their 
characteristics, they complement and 
harmonize with one another perfectly.

While some attract by their unique-
ness and distinction, like the orchid, 
or by their conspicuous presence, like 
the sunflower, or perhaps by their deli-
cacy, like the lily, the hibiscus, on the 
other hand, reveals all its charm in its 
simplicity.

Seen on its own, this flower un-
doubtedly has its beauty: the grada-
tion of hue and the shape of the petals 
are proportionate and delicate. How-
ever, when we come upon a bush full 
of hibiscuses of varying tones and 
sizes, their pulchritude takes on a 
special grace, which lies precisely in 
this entirely harmonious variety.

The gracefulness of the hibiscus 
shrub increases with the number of 
flowers it displays. It would seem 

that the Divine Craftsman wanted 
the “mission” of this simple bloom to 
be completely fulfilled only in union 
with its “sisters”. Although it does 
not possess the exuberance of other 
species, it demonstrates the principle 
that the beauty of the whole is greater 
than that of each individual part. In 
fact, that which in the universe seems 
insignificant often acquires value if 
considered in terms of the totality of 
creation.

This analysis led me to deeper 
considerations, which I wish to share 
with you.

God imprinted all created beings 
with a reflection of His infinite per-
fections, but He did so within a hier-
archy, so that some receive more than 
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others, whether in the aesthetic, intel-
lectual or practical field. Because of 
this, the tendency may arise within 
us hold certain creatures in disdain, 
simply because there are others more 
interesting and useful… 

Now, we read in Sacred Scripture 
that at each stage of creation, the Lord 
considered what He had accomplished 
and “saw that it was good” (Gn 1:10), 
yet on the sixth day He “saw every-
thing that He had made, and behold, 
it was very good” (Gn 1:31). In other 
words, each being analysed individ-
ually was good, but the whole was ex-
cellent.

In the case of the hibiscus, we 
might despise it if we were to consid-
er it alone; after all, there are lovelier 

and more fragrant and flowers. Ob-
serving a single specimen, we would 
even find some defects in it: one petal 
that was somewhat wilted, another 
flawed, a third that had been damaged 
by some insect… However, when we 
have a plethora of them before our 
eyes, we forget their limitations.

Here is the conclusion drawn from 
that unexpected reflection in the gar-
den: we all certainly have our weak-
nesses and shortcomings, just as it is 
clear that some persons are superior to 
others. However, we must not attend 
only to each individual, but should live 
in view of the whole.

To what whole am I referring? To 
the Holy Catholic Church; to which 
all the baptized belong.

In our day-to-day dealings with the 
children of this most august Mother, 
we should seek to see in others the 
vocation to sanctity and the sublime 
aspects of this sacred institution that 
they reflect,  not from an isolated point 
of view, but always from within a 
panoramic perspective that allows us 
to appreciate the vast horizons of our 
Faith.

Let us then make the resolution to 
understand that over each person hov-
ers a calling of incomparably greater 
weight than any weaknesses he may 
have; and let us never fix our gaze on 
secondary aspects but rather on the 
grandeur of our Religion, acknowledg-
ing that we are all invited to be Saints, 
and Saints who will mark history. 

“Hibiscus rosa-sinensis” in varied colours
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Abraham and Isaac -  
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or the soul who trusts in Provi-
dence, long waits are the pre-

lude to the great gifts of God, foretell-
ing the fulfilment of the great prom-
ises made by the Most High. The 
patriarch Abraham is an example of 
this: when he had already reached a 
hundred years of age, God promised 
him an uncountable posterity, from 
which the Messiah would spring.

A son is born, and the Lord com-
mands that he sacrifice him. Abra-
ham trusts. And at the moment of his 
supreme heroism, after such a long 
wait, he finally receives the certainty 
of the divine pledge: “ I will multiply 
your descendants as the stars of heav-
en and as the sand which is on the 
seashore” (Gn 22:17).

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira


