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The Most Superb Alliance  The Most Superb Alliance  
of Heroism and Holinessof Heroism and Holiness

ometimes at the vanguard of the troops, ometimes at the vanguard of the troops, 
sometimes bringing up the rear, always sometimes bringing up the rear, always 

wherever the risk was greatest, Nuno Álv-wherever the risk was greatest, Nuno Álv-
ares summed up within himself the genius, ares summed up within himself the genius, 
the soul, the very heart of a thousand the soul, the very heart of a thousand 
men, which beat in time with men, which beat in time with 
his, driven serenely by faith.his, driven serenely by faith.

He was then twenty-five He was then twenty-five 
years old, but the magna-years old, but the magna-
nimity of his character, nimity of his character, 
multiplying the years, multiplying the years, 
gave him the bearing of gave him the bearing of 
a mature man. Always a mature man. Always 
cheerful, always calm, cheerful, always calm, 
always the same, in the always the same, in the 
greatest crises he remained greatest crises he remained 
courteous and measured, courteous and measured, 
but with iron-clad energy but with iron-clad energy 
and decision. The obedience ren-and decision. The obedience ren-
dered to him was made up of dered to him was made up of 
both love and fear. […]both love and fear. […]

No one knew better than he No one knew better than he 
how to impose himself with a smile, leading how to impose himself with a smile, leading 
others to submit to him willingly; there was others to submit to him willingly; there was 
no man more particular and meticulous in no man more particular and meticulous in 
the minutiae of war, correcting, adjusting, al-the minutiae of war, correcting, adjusting, al-
ways intervening, and overseeing everything ways intervening, and overseeing everything 
with his own eyes, which had the breadth of with his own eyes, which had the breadth of 
the eagle and the acuity of a lynx.the eagle and the acuity of a lynx.

War was not a passion for him, nor com-War was not a passion for him, nor com-
bat an intoxication, nor glory an end. War bat an intoxication, nor glory an end. War 
was only the means to achieve the goal of sav-was only the means to achieve the goal of sav-

ing the kingdom; and glory was only captiv-ing the kingdom; and glory was only captiv-
ating in the revelations of Heaven, towards ating in the revelations of Heaven, towards 
which his devout soul winged its way cease-which his devout soul winged its way cease-
lessly. […]lessly. […]

Everything for him was religious, from Everything for him was religious, from 
his private habits to his disci-his private habits to his disci-

pline in battle, to his patriot-pline in battle, to his patriot-
ism, to his love of the king, ism, to his love of the king, 

and finally to life itself, and finally to life itself, 
which he had devoted to which he had devoted to 
a transcendent mission. a transcendent mission. 
Therefore, breathing an Therefore, breathing an 
atmosphere of idealism, atmosphere of idealism, 
his face was lit with a his face was lit with a 
halo of joy, at times be-halo of joy, at times be-

traying sorrow, and his traying sorrow, and his 
hands were always ready hands were always ready 

to scatter the manna of be-to scatter the manna of be-
nevolence all around him.nevolence all around him.

From all that the chron-From all that the chron-
icles recount of him, we can icles recount of him, we can 
only conclude that humanity only conclude that humanity 

has never produced a more superb example of has never produced a more superb example of 
the alliance of heroism and holiness; therefore, the alliance of heroism and holiness; therefore, 
never in such a way have men seen these two never in such a way have men seen these two 
culminating peaks rising from the earth to culminating peaks rising from the earth to 
pierce the sky…pierce the sky…

OLIVEIRA MARTINS, J. P.  OLIVEIRA MARTINS, J. P.  
“A vida de Nuno Álvares”  “A vida de Nuno Álvares”  

[“The Life of Nuno Álvares”]. Lisbon:  [“The Life of Nuno Álvares”]. Lisbon:  
Antonio Maria Pereira, 1893, p.303-305Antonio Maria Pereira, 1893, p.303-305

St. Nuno Álvares Pereira,  St. Nuno Álvares Pereira,  
by Charles Legrand -  by Charles Legrand -  

National Library of Portugal, LisbonNational Library of Portugal, Lisbon
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Our readers Write

Articles And reflections 
on the holy Gospel

I am sincerely grateful to the Her-
alds of the Gospel for the deference 
you have shown to this eighty-four-
year-old priest by sending me your 
articles and reflections on the Holy 
Gospel and on our heavenly Mother, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. I have you 
in mind every day at the celebration 
of Holy Mass.

I also have a great devotion to my 
dear little mother, Dona Lucilia Cor-
rêa de Oliveira. May God grant that 
her beatification process begin soon. 
My greetings and blessings.

Fr. Hugo Pantoja Tapia 
Valparaíso – Chile 

Articles on the life 
of donA luciliA

My husband, Francisco Timóteo, 
is a subscriber to Heralds of the Gos-
pel magazine, and I have read all the 
articles on the life of Dona Lucilia.

At my workplace, I had a diffi-
cult problem which was troubling 
me greatly. I made a novena to Dona 
Lucilia, asking her to help me solve 
the problem. Our Lord answered 
Dona Lucilia’s prayers and the grace 
was obtained: the problem has been 
solved, in a manner which far ex-
ceeded what I had asked for.

As I promised, I communicate 
this grace to your magazine, as a 
testimony to the highlights of Dona 
Lucilia’s intercession. 

Claudia Santos 
Tomar – Portugal

MAry: the GreAt rewArd 
of those who persevere

A beautiful account of creation 
in the story Blessed Are the Stars 

that Saw You as an Infant! Its re-
fined and delicate narrative re-
flects the unfathomable beauty of 
the Creator and culminates on a 
glorious note, with the prostration 
of the whole firmament before Our 
Lady, the great reward of those who 
persevere. 

In order to persevere and obtain 
this reward, I recall the indisputable 
words of Padre Pio: “In the midst 
of my unworthiness, I am a son of 
the Virgin Mary. She gives me the 
oxygen to live. I am only a sailboat 
propelled by her breeze and, even 
if great storms come, I never feel 
insecure.” Congratulations on the 
article!

María Ascensión Simón Paricio 
Via revistacatolica.org

precious treAsures

The story of St. Joan of Lestonnac 
is remarkable! It makes us long to 
meet Saints like these, whom we 
do not know… God grant us saintly 
men and women with holiness equal 
to or greater than that of St. Joan.

Thank you to the editorial staff 
of the Heralds for bringing such pre-
cious treasures to ordinary people.

Jussara Brenda 
Via revista.arautos.org

MAy divine help coMe 
throuGh providentiAl Men

I have been receiving your maga-
zine for years and find it interesting. 
I had the pleasure of reading with 
great interest, in the July issue, the 
article on the Duke of Alba, his tal-
ents and missions. The same can be 
said about Marie Antoinette and St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus. 

I congratulate you on the ex-
position of useful and interesting 
topics. And I sincerely hope that, 
in a difficult time like the present, 
divine help will come on this oc-

casion, also, through providential 
men. Otherwise, a humanitarian 
catastrophe on a worldwide scale is 
imminent.

Once again, congratulations on 
this issue.

Giuseppina Ferraro 
Italy – Via e-mail

donA luciliA’s intercession

I am Chilean, and I have helped 
in several activities of the Church in 
my city and I want to express here 
that I was deeply impressed by the 
true life story narrated in the article 
Devastating Disaster, Prodigious 
Cure. Every detail helps us and gives 
us light to know how to face the dif-
ficulties in our lives. 

I know two people who have re-
ceived two miracles, with medical 
opinions, through the intercession of 
Dona Lucilia. And since she entered 
my family, she has performed extra-
ordinary miracles. 

Thank you for the publication 
which came to me at a very oppor-
tune moment.

Rodrigo Silva Molina 
Via revista.arautos.org

reAdinG the MAGAzine helps 
to strenGthen our fAith

What a spectacular story on 
Louis XVII! Worthy of admiration! 
Each article of the magazine, with its 
beautiful narration, takes us to the 
places described and increases our 
desire to know more about these per-
sonages who have left us such good 
examples.

Thank you also to Sr. Patricia Vil-
legas for the article The Promise of 
Abraham in the Hands of a Woman, 
with so many lessons! Without 
doubt, reading the magazine helps to 
strengthen our faith!

Ana Camino 
Via revista.arautos.org
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Editorial

t. Thomas Aquinas teaches that “to govern is to lead in a suitable way to the 
correct end” (De regno ad regem Cypri. L.I, c.15). All communities – families, 
cities and nations – have their own idiosyncrasies and, therefore, their own 

means of achieving the common good. All, however, must be directed to the one 
transcendent ultimate good, that is, to God.

Moreover, the distinction between the spheres of Church and State must be pre-
served: “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s” (Mt 22:21). These words of Our Lord do not point to an anti-re-
ligious secularism, and even less to a religion hostile to the State. Indeed, as St. Pius 
X emphasizes in the Apostolic Letter Notre Charge Apostolique, “society will not 
be built unless the Church lays the foundations for it and directs its work.” Christian 
Civilization was conceived precisely in order to “restore all things in Christ.” 

Nevertheless, not every style of government is compatible with the Catholic Faith; 
some, in fact, may be antagonistic. St. Augustine distinguished the city of God from 
the city of the devil, as well as the faithful people from the unfaithful; those who live 
by faith from those in opposition to it. 

We find this incompatibility in each of the three main revolutions – Protestant, 
French and Communist: St. Thomas More, for example, did not sell his soul and 
preferred death to accepting the corruption of Henry VIII of England; the Carmel-
ite martyrs of Compiègne proudly ascended the scaffold singing to the Holy Spirit 
who governs all things; finally, countless innocents were murdered by Bolshevism, 
a “political religion” which intended to replace the Church.

Such scourges were not isolated to Europe. In Mexico, the Calles Law of 1926 
imposed the greatest anti-Catholic persecution ever known to the Americas. Cries 
of “Long live Christ the King!” preceded the discharge of firing squads that claimed 
the lives of thousands of the Cristero martyrs. They were convinced that it was bet-
ter to die for the King of kings than to kneel before a tyrant.

Today, in the 21st century, an age when men boast of having achieved liberty, 
equality and fraternity, verifiable data show that one out of every seven Christians 
in the world suffers persecution. And unfortunately this trend is not on the wane…

Nevertheless, there is no reason for discouragement. If, at La Salette, the Queen 
of Heaven and earth foresaw a crisis in the very bosom of the Church and, at Fatima, 
prophesied that Russia would spread her errors throughout the world, many nations 
would be annihilated and the good would be martyred, She also declared: “In the 
end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph.” 

In fact, as Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira affirmed, anywhere in the world where 
there is a priest, and a host and wine to consecrate, everything can be restored. The 
driving force of the Counter-Revolution is not found in politics, in conspiracies or 
demagogy, nor in a Church submissive to the dictates of the world, but rather in the 
strength of the faithful soul, in the heroes – in short, in the Saints. They alone tri-
umph, because even dying they continue to live; they are immortal. 

The ImmorTalITy of The 
CounTer-revoluTIon

Detail of a portrait 
of Charles X, 
King of France, 
by Henry Bone 
- Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 
New York

Photo: Reproduction 
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The Voice of The PoPes

The Church, equipped with the gifts of its Founder and faithfully guarding His precepts 
of charity, humility and self-sacrifice, receives the mission to proclaim and to spread 

the Kingdom of Christ and of God among all peoples.

he eternal Father, by a free 
and hidden plan of His own 
wisdom and goodness, cre-
ated the whole world, and 

chose to raise men to a participation 
in the divine life. He did not abandon 
men, fallen in Adam, but ceaselessly 
offered helps to salvation, in view of 
Christ, the Redeemer “who is the im-
age of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of every creature” (Col 1:15). […]

To carry out the will of the Fath-
er, Christ inaugurated the Kingdom 
of Heaven on earth and revealed to 
us its mystery. By His obedience, 
He brought about Redemption. The 
Church, which is the Kingdom of 
Christ now present in mystery, grows 
visibly through the power of God in 
the world. […]

Mission to proclaim and to 
spread the Kingdom of Christ 

The Lord Jesus set the Church 
on its course by preaching the Good 
News, that is, the coming of the King-
dom of God, promised for centuries 
in the Scriptures: “The time is ful-
filled, and the Kingdom of God is 
at hand” (Mk 1:15; cf. Mt 4:17). This 
Kingdom was made manifest to men 
in the word, in the works, and in the 
presence of Christ. The Word of the 
Lord is compared to a seed sown in 

a field (cf. Mk 4:14); those who hear 
it with faith and become part of the 
little flock of Christ (cf. Lk 12:32), 
have received the Kingdom itself. 
Then, by its own power the seed 
sprouts and grows until harvest time 
(cf. Mk 4:26-29).

The Miracles of Jesus also con-
firm that the Kingdom has already 
arrived on earth: “If I cast out devils 
by the finger of God, then the King-
dom of God has come upon you” 
(Lk 11:20; cf. Mt 12:28). But above 
all, the Kingdom is manifest in the 
very Person of Christ, the Son of God 
and the Son of Man, who came “to 
serve and to give His life as a ransom 
for many” (Mk 10:45). When Jesus, 
who had suffered the death of the 
cross for mankind arose, He appeared 
as Lord, Christ and eternal Priest 
(cf. Acts 2:36; Heb 5:6; 7, 17-21), 
and He poured out on His disciples 
the Spirit promised by the Father 
(cf. Acts 2:33).

The Church, equipped with the 
gifts of its Founder and faithfully 
guarding His precepts of charity, hu-
mility and self-sacrifice, hence re-
ceives the mission to proclaim and to 
spread among all peoples the King-
dom of Christ and of God and to be, on 
earth, the initial budding forth of that 
Kingdom. While it slowly grows, it 

longs for the completed Kingdom and, 
with all its strength, hopes and desires 
to be united in glory with its King. […]

“A chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation”

It pleased God, however, not to 
sanctify and save men as individuals 
without any mutual connection, but 
to make of them a people who would 
acknowledge Him in truth and serve 
Him in holiness. He therefore chose 
the race of Israel as a people unto 
Himself, establishing with it a coven-
ant and progressively instructing it, 
making Himself and the decree of 
His will known in its history and ren-
dering it holy unto Himself.

All these things, however, were 
done in preparation and as a figure 
of that new and perfect covenant to 
be ratified in Christ, and of that ful-
ler revelation which was to be given 
through the Word of God Himself 
made flesh. “Behold the days shall 
come saith the Lord, and I will make 
a new covenant with the House of Is-
rael, and with the house of Judah. […] 
I will give my law in their bowels, and 
I will write it in their heart, and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my 
people. […] For all of them shall know 
Me, from the least of them even to the 
greatest, saith the Lord” (Jer 31:31-34). 

Contents  Contents



The Kingdom of God, 
begun on earth by 
God Himself, must 
be further extended 
until being brought 
to perfection by Him 
at the end of time
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Christ instituted this new coven-
ant, that is, the new testament in 
His Blood (cf. 1 Cor 11:25), calling 
together a people made up of Jew 
and Gentile, making them one, not 
according to the flesh but in the 
Spirit. This was to be the new People 
of God. For those who believe in 
Christ, who are reborn not from a 
perishable but from an imperish-
able seed through the Word of the 
living God (cf. 1 Pt 1:23), not from 
the flesh but from water and the 
Holy Spirit (cf. Jn 3:5-6), are finally 
established as “a chosen race, a roy-
al priesthood, a holy nation, a pur-
chased people […] who in times past 
were not a people, but are now the 
people of God” (1 Pt 2:9-10).

Obligation to be the light of the 
world and the salt of the earth

That messianic people […] has as 
its end the Kingdom of God, begun 
on earth by God Himself, and which 
must be further extended until being 
brought to perfection by Him at the 
end of time, when Christ, our life 
(cf. Col 3:4) shall appear, and “cre-

ation itself will be delivered from its 
slavery to corruption into the free-
dom of the glory of the sons of God” 
(Rom 8:21). 

So it is that that messianic people, 
although it does not actually include 
all men, and at times may look like 
a small flock, is nonetheless a last-
ing and sure seed of unity, hope and 
salvation for the whole human race. 
Established by Christ as a commun-
ion of life, charity and truth, it is also 
used by Him as an instrument for the 
redemption of all, and is sent forth 
into the whole world as the light of the 

world and the salt of the earth (cf. Mt 
5:13-16). […]

The obligation to spread the 
Faith is imposed on every disciple 
of Christ, according to his state. But 
although all the faithful can baptize, 
the priest alone can complete the 
building up of the Body in the Eucha-
ristic Sacrifice. Thus are fulfilled 
the words of God, spoken through 
His prophet: “From the rising of the 
sun until the going down thereof my 
name is great among the gentiles, and 
in every place a clean oblation is sac-
rificed and offered up in my name” 
(Mal 1:11). 

In this way the Church both prays 
and labours in order that the entire 
world may become the People of 
God, the Body of the Lord and the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit, and that in 
Christ, the Head of all, all honour and 
glory may be rendered to the Creator 
and Father of the Universe. 

Excerpts from: ST. PAUL VI.  
Dogmatic Constitution  
Lumen gentium, of the  

Second Vatican Council, 21/11/1964

Public session of the Second Vatican Council
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a  Gospel  A
35 The rulers sneered at Jesus 
and said, “He saved others, let 
Him save himself if He is the 
chosen one, the Christ of God.” 
36 Even the soldiers jeered at 
Him. As they approached to 
offer Him wine 37 they called 
out, “If You are King of the 
Jews, save yourself.” 38 Above 
Him there was an inscription 

that read, “This is the King 
of the Jews.” 39 Now one of the 
criminals hanging there reviled 
Jesus, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us.” 
40 The other, however, rebuk-
ing him, said in reply, “Have 
you no fear of God, for you are 
subject to the same condem-
nation? 41 And indeed, we have 

been condemned justly, for the 
sentence we received corres-
ponds to our crimes, but this 
Man has done nothing crim-
inal.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when You come 
into Your Kingdom.” 43He re-
plied to him, “Amen, I say to 
you, today you will be with Me 
in Paradise” (Lk 23:35-43).

Christ the King - Church of Our Christ the King - Church of Our 
Lady of Glory, Juiz de Fora (Brazil)Lady of Glory, Juiz de Fora (Brazil)
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Humanity 
finds itself 
ever more 
distant from 
the divine 
sceptre of 
Jesus Christ, 
denying 
Him the 
prerogatives 
of Sovereign

Gospel Commentary – solemnity of our lord Jesus Christ,  
KinG of the universe

The Reign of Christ Is 
Irreversible

At the hour of apparent humiliation, Jesus manifests 
the magnificence of His royalty and unveils the scope 
of His intentions for humanity.

I – In Search of Peace

The Encyclical Quas Primas of Pius XI, pub-
lished in 1925, has enjoyed well-deserved prom-
inence to this day, and the annual celebration of 
the Solemnity of Christ the King perpetuates 
its beneficial effects. Faced with the secular-
ism threatening to impose itself at that time, the 
Pontiff valiantly proclaimed the royalty of the 
Prince of Peace. However, his wise teachings 
went unheeded, and almost a century later hu-
manity finds itself ever more distant from the 
divine sceptre of Jesus Christ, denying Him the 
prerogatives of Sovereign in the temporal and 
even the religious sphere, with grave conse-
quences for moral, family, social and even eco-
nomic life.

The ongoing dramatic context

From the year in which the Encyclical ap-
peared until today, humanity has lived through 
the Second World War, followed by the tension 
brought on by the Cold War and hundreds of 
other military conflicts or tragedies, culminating 
in the fear of an atomic hecatomb, perceived by 
most peoples as the greatest danger in this sad 
and sombre 21st century. 

In Fatima, Our Lady promised the three 
shepherd children the end of the Great War and 
peace. This peace, however, would only be pre-
served on condition that men would convert. 
Otherwise, said the Beautiful Lady, a conflict of 
even more devastating proportions would ensue. 
And so it did. In the light of this terrible proph-
ecy, which was so clearly fulfilled, the existence 
of Divine Providence becomes evident, guiding 
both minor and major events in history, thereby 
demonstrating the connection between man’s 
faithfulness or disobedience to God and the epi-
sodes that follow.

Christ, the only solution for 
the evils of humanity

Pius XI, almost as if foreseeing the calam-
ities and deaths that would follow the publica-
tion of his famous encyclical, and in order to 
avoid them, stated that he was convinced “that 
peace could not be more effectually restored 
nor fixed upon a firmer basis than through the 
restoration of the Empire of Our Lord.”1 The 
Pope considered that the accumulation of evils 
on earth was due to the fact that most men 
had distanced themselves from Our Lord and 

Contents  Contents
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The 
Solemnity 
of Christ 
the King 
is counter-
revolutionary, 
being the 
liturgical 
celebration 
most contrary 
to the 
deviations of 
the modern 
world 

His Holy Law. Thus, true peace would never 
shine among the peoples as long as individuals 
and nations denied and rejected the Saviour’s 
Empire. 

The Pontiff also pointed out the happy conse-
quences of acknowledging this Empire: “When 
once men recognize, both in private and in pub-
lic life, that Christ is King, society will at last re-
ceive the great blessings of real liberty, well-or-
dered discipline, peace and harmony. […] Oh, 
what happiness would be Ours if all men, in-
dividuals, families, and nations, would but let 
themselves be governed by Christ!”2 

Wishing to impress the precious teachings 
set forth in the Encyclical upon the hearts of the 
faithful, the Holy Father decided to institute the 
liturgical feast of Christ the King. He was moved 
to do so by reasons of great pastoral insight: 

“For people are instructed in the truths of 
the Faith, and brought to appreciate the inner 
joys of religion far more effectually by the an-
nual celebration of our sacred mysteries than 
by any official pronouncement of the teaching 
of the Church. Such pronouncements usually 
reach only a few and the more learned among 
the faithful; feasts reach them all; the former 
speak but once, the latter speak every year – in 
fact, forever. The Church’s teaching affects the 
mind primarily; her feasts affect both mind and 

heart, and have a salutary effect upon the whole 
of man’s nature. Man is composed of body and 
soul, and he needs these external festivities so 
that the sacred rites, in all their beauty and var-
iety, may stimulate him to drink more deeply 
of the fountain of God’s teaching, that he may 
make it a part of himself, and use it with profit 
for his spiritual life.”3

Counter-revolutionary feast par excellence

The Solemnity of Christ the King is perhaps 
the liturgical feast at greatest variance with the 
deviations of the modern world, which Dr. Plin-
io Corrêa de Oliveira aptly unites under the term 
Revolution. He explains that although each revo-
lution considered individually is “a movement 
aimed at destroying a legitimate power or order 
and replacing it with an illegitimate power or 
state of things (we intentionally do not say ‘or-
der of things’),”4 the evil that afflicts the present 
times is not an unconnected succession of revo-
lutions, but the very Revolution per se. 

It is a centuries-old Revolution, Gnostic and 
egalitarian in character, which seeks to destroy 
the order of medieval Christendom, which was 
“the realization, in the circumstances inherent 
to the times and places, of the only true order 
among men, namely, Christian Civilization.”5 
And today’s solemnity, which closes the Liturgic-
al Year, possesses an incalculable power to pro-
mote a healthy, resolute and enthusiastic Catholic 
reaction to revolutionary sophistry. It is, in short, 
a counter-revolutionary feast in the full force of 
the term, for “if the Revolution is disorder, the 
Counter-Revolution is the restoration of order. 
And by order we mean the peace of Christ in the 
Reign of Christ.”6 

II – a SuPremely mercIful KIng

The Gospel selected for the Liturgy is the most 
touching and merciful expression of the Reign of 
Christ, the Immolated Lamb, who in His mercy 
stirs up and rewards the faith of a criminal, prom-
ising him Paradise when he crosses the threshold 
of death. 

This particular passage from St. Luke is of 
an ineffable beauty. Nailed to the Cross, Our 
Lord continues to do good, the greatest good, 
which consists in leading a sinner to Heaven. 
None of the miracles He had previously per-
formed, even that of raising the dead, so well 

Dr. Plinio in 1983
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manifest His divine power as the conversion 
and salvation of the good thief – so called 
not on account of his thefts, but due to his re-
pentance at the decisive moment. 

Jesus shines as King through all the wounds 
and the mockery. King, yes, of that Kingdom 
which is not of this world. But also King over His 
tormentors and the Sanhedrin who blaspheme 
Him, for the most ruthless human malice can-
not deprive Him of the freedom to reward a lost 
sheep who in extremis opens its poor and squalid 
heart to the Good Shepherd, being welcomed by 
Him in an embrace of compassion, love and ten-
derness that will last for eternity. 

Hearts of steel
35 The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He 
saved others, let Him save himself if He is 
the chosen one, the Christ of God.” 

In this scene, the members of the Sanhedrin, 
the leaders of the people, show themselves to 
be scandalously “blind guides” (Mt 15:14). Af-
ter having witnessed a deluge of miracles of the 
most diverse kinds, such as healings, multipli-
cation of food, exorcisms and even resurrec-
tions, they dare to kill the Author of life, to 
use St. Peter’s expression (cf. Acts 3:15). This 
shocking degree of wilful blindness was fruit of 
a satanic hatred against the Messiah. With this 
conduct, they perfectly embodied the role of the 
murderous vine-dressers mentioned by Jesus 
in one of His parables (cf. Mt 21:33-46), who, 
by killing the heir of the owner of the vineyard, 
intended to take possession of property that did 
not belong to them.

To what extent were the Sadducees and Phari-
sees, who made up this senate of darkness in 
Jerusalem, aware of the evil they practised? Had 
the inebriation of hatred completely eclipsed their 
reason to the point of denying such clear evidence 
pointing to Jesus’ Messianic mission and divin-
ity? It is difficult to know. 

Whatever the case, their fear of the Lord’s 
Resurrection and the fact that they bribed the 
guards in order to spread false news among the 
people to deny the glory of the redeemed Jesus, 
show how far they were willing to persist in their 
own obstinacy. It is worth asking whether a man, 
without the mysterious help of some fallen angel, 
is capable of going to such extremes. Did they 
not deserve the Redeemer’s description of them 

when He said: “You are of your father the devil” 
(Jn 8:44)?

He took upon himself the 
hatred of the whole world
36 Even the soldiers jeered at Him. As they 
approached to offer Him wine 37 they called 
out, “If you are King of the Jews, save 
yourself.” 

These soldiers represent the Gentiles, al-
though some of them may have been from Pal-
estine. They too mock Our Lord, following the 
bad example set by the Jews, which is why it can 
be said that Jesus bore the hatred of the whole 
world on His shoulders. But this sacrifice had 
its fruits. 

For the sin of the Romans was less grave than 
that of the chosen people, as was the sin of Pilate 
compared to that of the Sanhedrin in condemning 
the Just One. Perhaps for this reason, despite their 
ill-treatment of the Lord, they received the first 
graces at the foot of the Cross in preparation for 
a future conversion, as demonstrated by the cen-
turion’s exclamation on seeing the grandeur with 
which the Redeemer expired: “Truly this was the 
Son of God!” (Mt 27:54). Thus, an opening was 
made amid the clouds of tragedy so that the light 
of faith could shine upon the pagans, prefiguring 
the conversion of the empire of the Caesars. 

A similar situation exists today when we see 
the children of the once-Christian Civilization – 
who have most benefited from the fruits of the 
Most Precious Blood shed on the Cross – turn-
ing their backs on God with an unprecedented 
obstinacy and wickedness. Other peoples, how-
ever, while following the bad examples of those 
who preceded them with the sign of faith, seem 
more susceptible of brilliant conversions, 
which will certainly give the reign of 
Christ a renewed splendour.

A crucified King
38 Above Him there was 
an inscription that read, 
“This is the King of the 
Jews.” 

Soldiers cast lots for 
Jesus’ tunic, by Giotto di 
Bondone - Cappella degli 

Scrovegni, Padua (Italy)

Having been 
condemned 
by Jews and 
executed by 
pagans, Our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ can be 
said to have 
taken upon 
himself the 
hatred of the 
whole world
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In the silence 
of Calvary, 
the good 
thief came 
to his senses, 
repented 
and was 
elevated to an 
astonishingly 
high level in 
the spiritual 
life

The titulus crucis, which today is venerated 
in the Basilica of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem, 
in Rome, has a profound meaning. Despite re-
peated requests from the Sanhedrin to change 
it, Pilate left it as it had come from his lips: 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (Jn 
19:19). His famous phrase on that occasion – 
“What I have written I have written” (Jn 19:22) 
– shows his determination not to cast doubt on 
what he had ordered to be inscribed on that 
paradigmatic tablet. 

This meant that the highest civil authority 
in Palestine at that time, considered legitimate 
by Christ himself, affirmed the kingship of the 
Son of God. In a certain way, Pilate’s inscrip-
tion proclaimed the truth, and even today it has 
prophetic connotations of the utmost symbolic 
importance.

The good and bad thief
39 Now one of the criminals hanging there 
reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us.” 40 The other, 
however, rebuking him, said in reply, 
“Have you no fear of God, for you are sub-
ject to the same condemnation? 41 And in-
deed, we have been condemned justly, for 
the sentence we received corresponds to 

our crimes, but this Man has done nothing 
criminal.” 

For the greater humiliation of Our Lord, He 
was crucified between two criminals. However, 
this diabolic attempt to disgrace the Redeemer 
became one of His greatest titles of glory be-
cause, by saving the good thief – named Dimas, 
according to a respectable tradition – He com-
pleted in the most splendid way His mission to 
save sinners!

The contrast between the bad and the good 
thief calls our attention. The first, besides being 
a malefactor, had deformed his conscience to the 
point of feeling no shame for his crimes, becom-
ing a vile and calculating profiteer. That is why 
he joined his voice to the insults of the Sanhedrin 
and the soldiers, aiming to incite the pride – as 
if this vice could exist in one who did not know 
sin – of the Divine Victim to operate the miracle. 
His spiritual vision was so obscured that he was 
incapable of perceiving the innocence, righteous-
ness and integrity that shone in the Immolated 
Lamb. 

Sin and selfishness make man foolish and per-
verse. In the case of the bad thief, the result was 
terrible: Jesus remained silent. Yes, the One who 
could save him ignores him and abandons him to 
his own wickedness. What would be his eternal 
fate? The judgement belongs to God alone, but St. 
Luke’s narrative gives cause to reasonably fear 
the worst hypothesis.

However, the good thief reacted differently. 
According to St. John Chrysostom, he “taught 
those present, meditating on the words with 
which the other reproached the Saviour.”7 The 
provocation of the bad thief was an occasion for 
Dimas to express the feelings and reflections 
that arose in his spirit during that slow agony of 
the cross. In the silence of Calvary and thanks 
to the prayers of the good Co-Redemptrix, he 
came to his senses, sincerely repented and was 
elevated to an astonishingly high level in the 
spiritual life. 

With great insight, St. Gregory the Great 
says of him: “He had faith, for he believed that 
he would reign with God, whom he saw dying 
at his side; he had hope, for he asked to enter 
His Kingdom […]; and at the hour of death 
he had lively charity, because he rebuked his 
fellow thief, who was suffering for the same 
crime.”8

The good thief, detail of “The Crucifixion”, by 
Masolino da Panicale - Basilica of St. Clement, Rome
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The Cross 
becomes 
the throne 
of the self-
giving divine 
majesty 
crucified, 
from which 
Our Lord 
draws all men 
to Himself

One of the most beautiful 
acts of faith in history
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
You come into Your Kingdom.” 

How meritorious it is to believe in the light 
when the darkness of night prevails! In the same 
way, with what beauty shines the good thief’s 
faith, when he saw the Divine Victim massacred 
by sinners, and believed in His Kingdom which 
crosses the threshold of death into everlasting 
life. In the face of the humiliation of the Cross, 
the Apostles themselves had not even a scintilla 
of that brilliant faith, born of certainty in Christ’s 
victory at the moment when He seemed to be 
vanquished by the torrent of the most devastating 
failure. Only the prayers of the best of mothers 
could have obtained that the power of her Son’s 
most Precious Blood would rest upon that repent-
ant heart, imparting to it such a solid conviction 
of Heaven.

The drama of death, well accepted as a de-
served punishment for transgressions committed, 
was the instrument God used to grant eternal life 
to a sinful soul. In this detail we clearly see how 
suffering and pain can contribute to our salvation!

The first canonization
43 He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, 
today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

The good thief is presented as a sign of the 
radiant victory obtained by the Lord’s holocaust. 

We have before our eyes the first sinner to be led 
into Heaven by the pierced hands of Jesus him-
self. Hundreds of thousands would follow him 
– and we will be among them, if we allow our-
selves to be enveloped, forgiven and lifted up by 
divine mercy.

St. Ambrose underlines Christ’s generosity in 
granting the everlasting reward to one who had 
simply asked not to be forgotten: “The Lord al-
ways gives more than is asked of Him. [The thief] 
asked the Lord to remember him when He came 
into His Kingdom, but the Lord replied: ‘Truly, 
I say to you, today you will be with Me in Para-
dise.’ For true life consists in being with Christ, 
for where Christ is, there is the Kingdom.”9 

This generosity of the Saviour shone forth 
in all its symbolic scope on Calvary, as St. John 
Chrysostom explains: “The devil drove Adam 
out [of Paradise]; Christ introduced the thief 
there. […]. There is still another greater miracle 
to consider: He was not content to introduce a 
thief into Paradise, but He did so before the whole 
world and the Apostles, so that none of those who 
came afterwards should despair of entering there, 
or give up hope of their own salvation, on seeing 
a man laden with countless sins admitted to the 
royal palace. […]. By a simple word, a single act 
of faith, he ascended to Paradise before the Apos-
tles, so that you may learn that it was not so much 
the nobility of his feelings that obtained it, but the 
Master’s love for men that did it all. […] See how 
quickly: from the cross to Heaven, from damna-
tion to salvation.”10 

Crucifix in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, Caieiras (Brazil)

Lú
ci

o 
C

és
ar

 R
od

rig
ue

s

Contents  Contents



14      Heralds of the Gospel · November 2022

Among the 
petitions 
in the Our 
Father, we 
ask: “Thy 
Kingdom 
come.” Does 
it make sense 
to dream 
of a society 
permeated by 
the Catholic 
Faith?

 The Cross becomes the 
throne of the self-giving 
divine majesty crucified. 
As He foretold, from this 
throne Our Lord draws to 
himself all those who have 
the courage to hope in a 
life beyond the short dur-
ation of our passing exist-
ence on earth, which ends 
with death and bodily dis-
integration. In Jesus sac-
rificed, the human heart 
finds the answer to its de-
sire for eternal happiness.

III – he Shall 
reIgn!

In the Our Father, Jesus 
taught us the most excel-
lent prayer. And among 
the petitions it contains, 
two acquire particular 
brilliance in view of to-
day’s solemnity: “Thy 
Kingdom come” and “Thy 
will be done on earth as it 
is in Heaven.” 

It is therefore the mission of every baptized 
person to implore the Father of lights for the es-
tablishment of Christ’s reign, so as to transform 
our world into as perfect an image as possible of 
the splendours of Heaven.

It is Jesus Christ himself who 
most desires this Kingdom

How can such a noble mission be accomplished 
in a secular, technological society estranged from 
God? It would seem to be a chimerical or quix-
otic proposal… Is it still possible to establish an 
order of things similar to that which reigned in 
the luminous centuries of the High Middle Ages, 
with the necessary adaptations for the time and 
place? Does it make sense to dream of grand and 
sacred cathedrals, imposing, elegant castles, or a 
society permeated by the Catholic Faith?

The answer is a resounding yes. 
First of all, because God presides over the 

course of history and intervenes in it in a deci-
sive way at moments chosen from all eternity. 
This we see, among other examples, in Our 

Lord’s parable of the 
nobleman who went 
on a long journey to re-
ceive a kingdom (cf. Lk 
19:12-27). His detract-
ors did not succeed in 
stopping him, and he 
returned invested with 
royal dignity. Arriving 
at his dominions, he re-
ceived an account from 
the servants to whom 
he had entrusted the 
administration of his 
goods. After having re-
warded some and pun-
ished others, the king 
had his enemies exe-
cuted in his presence.

This prophetic par-
able was fulfilled to 
some extent in the de-
struction of Jerusalem, 
which the Saviour an-
nounced explicitly in 
other Gospel passages. 
But will it not be ful-
filled whenever, in the 

course of history, an attempt is made to frustrate 
or prevent Jesus from reigning?

To answer this question, it is well to recall what 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus solemnly declared to St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque: “Fear nothing. I will 
reign in spite of my enemies and all those who 
would oppose Me.”11 This promise made such a 
deep impression in the Saint’s soul that she repeat-
ed it in slightly different terms in a letter to her 
former superior, Mother de Saumaise: “Continue 
courageously what you have begun for His glory, 
with a view to the establishment of His reign. The 
Sacred Heart will reign in spite of Satan and all 
those whom he stirs up to oppose Him.”12 

In what will this victory of Christ the King, 
promised at Paray-le-Monial, consist? Surely it 
will be, first of all, the triumph of Jesus in the 
hearts of the clergy. The world cannot be re-
formed without a renewal of ecclesiastical disci-
pline. However, the Redeemer’s empire will not 
stop there. 

God’s goals are broader, for He is the Lord of 
the universe and desires all His creatures to be 
sweetly subject to Him. Therefore, in the same 

Christ the King, “Les Grandes Heures de Anne de 
Bretagne” - National Library of France, Paris
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As a faithful 
echo of the 
Lord of lords, 
we proclaim 
full of faith 
that the world 
is advancing 
towards the 
spiritual 
triumph of 
Christ, which 
will radiate 
in the hearts 
of men

revelations to St. Margaret Mary, the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus sent the following message to King 
Louis XIV, who at that time reigned in France: 
“Make known to the first-born of my Sacred 
Heart […] that I desire to triumph over his people 
and, through him, over all the great ones of the 
world. I wish to reign in his palace, to be paint-
ed on his standards and engraved on his coat of 
arms, […] to render him victorious over all the 
enemies of the Holy Church.”13 

It is not known for certain whether the mon-
arch was informed of this message, although 
it is quite likely that he was. But the fact is that 
this paternal, affectionate and gentle appeal of 
the King of kings was not put into practice, with 
the dramatic consequences that this brought in 
the course of time, particularly in the tragic and 
bloody end of the Ancien Régime under the im-
placable blade of the French Revolution. 

Nevertheless, the message to Louis XIV opens 
our horizons with regard to the intentions of the 
Heart of Jesus. He wants to extend His Kingdom 
of goodness, righteousness and purity to civil so-
ciety, to culture, to art, to ways of being and be-
having, so that all spheres of human activity have 
Him as their Head. Only in this way will God’s 
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven!

1 PIUS XI. Quas primas, 
n.1.

2 Idem, n.19; 20.
3 Idem, n.21.
4 CORRÊA DE OLI-

VEIRA, Plinio. Revo-
lução e Contra-Revo-
lução. 5.ed. São Pa-
ulo: Retornarei, 2002, 
p.57-58.

5 Idem, p.59.
6 Idem, p.97.
7 ST. JOHN CHRYSOS-

TOM, apud ST. THOM-
AS AQUINAS. Cat-
ena Aurea. In Lucam, 
c.XXIII, v.38-43.

8 ST. GREGORY THE 
GREAT. Moralium Li-

bri. L.XVIII, c.40, n.64: 
PL 76, 74.

9 ST. AMBROSE. Trata-
do sobre el Evangelio de 
San Lucas. L.X, n.121. 
In: Obras. Madrid: BAC, 
1966, p.605-606.

10 ST. JOHN CHRYSOS-
TOM. Sermons sur la 

Genèse. Sermon VII, n.4: 
SC 433, 327-329.

11 HAMON, SJ, Au-
guste. Sainte Marguer-
ite-Marie. Sa vie intime. 
3.ed. Paris: Gabriel Beau-
chesne, 1931, p.198.

12 Idem, p.219.
13 Idem, p.221.

Anticipating the coming of the 
Reign of Jesus through Mary

As a faithful echo of the Lord of lords, we pro-
claim full of faith that the world is advancing to-
wards the spiritual triumph of Christ, which will 
radiate in the hearts of men and will rule over in-
stitutions, customs, fashions, tastes, societies and 
families. Then the other plea of the Our Father 
will have been fulfilled: “Thy Kingdom come.” 

This victory, however, will come about through 
Mary Most Holy, who is intimately associated 
with the mystery of salvation as Co-Redemptrix 
and Mother of the new humanity redeemed by the 
Blood of the Lamb. She also promised at Fatima 
that her Immaculate Heart would triumph, togeth-
er with that of Jesus, which forms only one Heart. 

The details of how this triumph will come about 
are unknown to us. We only know that, like the 
good thief, humanity must be shaken to the point 
of humbly recognizing its sinfulness and its guilt. 
Then, amid the hardships of penance, it will be lift-
ed to a splendid height by a new Marian Pentecost, 
for without grace this conversion will not take place. 
Indeed, irresistible torrents of grace are needed. 

It is up to us to hasten this moment with our 
confident prayer, untiring struggle and generous 
spirit of sacrifice. 
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Humanity Bids 
Farewell to the Queen
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elizabeth ii of enGland

Disproportionate media coverage for a ninety-six-year-old lady 
who has passed away; an incomprehensible commotion 
worldwide; an unsettling feeling that everything  
will be different. In the end, what did  
Elizabeth II’s death really mean?

hursday September 8. The 
world learned, through 
the mainstream media, 
that Queen Elizabeth II 

had just passed away. Death is always 
cruel and painful, whatever the cir-
cumstances. Nevertheless, analysed 
from a purely material point of view 
– the only one that seems to have the 
right to exist in our times – the gener-
al commotion that followed the news 
seems, in many respects, to have ex-
ceeded all reasonable limits.

If she had passed away under un-
expected and violent circumstances, 
one could attribute the general pub-
lic reaction to surprise. However, we 
have to admit, no one is eternal. Set-
ting aside some jesting speculation 
about her immortality that has cir-
culated, how is it really possible for 
the passing of a queen in her nineties, 
whose health had visibly deteriorated 
in recent months, to be unexpected 
and cause surprise?

She was a head of state, of course. 
But what had she done for Brazil, 
Spain or any other country outside 
the United Kingdom and the Com-

monwealth, to make her death an ob-
ject of attention and sadness in every 
corner of the planet? What is more, 
she represented a nation that at dif-
ferent times in history – as painful as 
it is to say – has favoured plundering 
and piracy, infringing the laws of 
sound international relations. 

And even in her own lands… To 
what extent could she consider them 
“hers” considering that the present 
English constitutional monarchy 
granted her no executive power and 
that, on the contrary, throughout her 
reign she had to gradually relinquish 
her few remaining prerogatives or, 
worse still, sanction with her roy-
al signature many decisions which, 
without the slightest doubt, caused 
her the greatest repulsion? On what, 
then, was the nostalgic gratitude of 
the people based, who in concrete 
terms had received nothing from her?

If this were not enough, for all 
those who do not profess Angli-
canism, the gulf between them and 
their monarch took on yawning pro-
portions. Not even religion – which 
gathers people of different races, lan-

guages and nations together into one 
body of brothers – did they share in 
common with her! Indeed, Elizabeth 
II was not only outside the Catholic 
fold, but was the head of a national 
church, with everything execrable 
that this means. The sum of these fac-
tors makes all the more inexplicable 
the almost universal feeling which, 
even within the sphere of the true 
Faith, marked that September 8.

And that is not all. The most in-
triguing thing is that the tributes paid 
to her did not emerge from dusty 
history books, featuring medieval 
men from the 11th or 13th centuries, 
nor were they inspired by fiction-
al figures from a novel or fairy tale. 
No, they came from individuals of 
the most independent, pragmatic 
and “enlightened” society that has 
emerged to date: the 21st century! 

To materialistic eyes, once again, 
such a picture would seem to depict 
just one more psychological anom-
aly so frequent in the contemporary 
world. Elizabeth II, however, repre-
sented more than what such eyes, 
limited to the flesh and blind to the 
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spirit, are able to perceive. Her long 
existence – in a certain way the last 
echo of the Faith planted by St. Greg-
ory the Great in the land of the Angles 
– seems to have entailed a mission 
well beyond the borders of the United 
Kingdom. So, on that day, not only 
did a venerable old woman depart this 
life; a page was turned in history.

Yes, it is the end of an era charged 
with suffering and misfortune, but 
also with heroism and glory, which 
men have rightly styled Christendom 
or Christian Civilization, and whose 
first lines were traced by God’s love 
in bestowing His design upon it.

Covenants of love between 
God and men

On many occasions, God descended 
to one of His elect to seal a covenant of 
love. Owing either to His infinite lar-
gesse or to natural human limitations, 
this bond is not restricted to 
that chosen soul, but extends 
to the people or institution 
arising from it, for centuries 
to come. So it was with Noah, 
from whom arose, by reason 
of the covenant, a new civil-
ization; with Abraham, who 
begot nations and inherited 
boundless lands; with David, 
in whom God blessed royalty, 
constituting him as ancestor of 
the Messiah. 

When, with Clovis, a 
new rainbow was extended 
between the Creator and a 
kingdom that was being bap-
tized, God showed that His 
modus operandi with human-
ity was perpetuated in the 
New Testament. Thus, with 
Charlemagne, a civilization 
marked by the Cross of Christ 
was solidified: at one and the 
same time the Holy Empire 
was born and the divine pre-
dilection for the First-Born 
Daughter of the Church was 
confirmed. Centuries later, in 

the union of goodness, grandeur and 
sacrifice, France would glimpse the 
plan that hovered over her, knowing a 
true monarch in St. Louis IX. 

In a similar way, different na-
tions – St. Stephen’s Hungary, St. 
Casimir’s Poland and St. Ferdinand’s 
Spain, among others – could be con-
sidered in the light of the divine plan.

And the England of St. Edward?

On that unforgettable Thursday in 
September, God seemed to indicate 
through nature that this was the per-
spective by which the great change 
that had occurred would be under-
stood in its true proportions. Above 
Buckingham Palace, a double rain-
bow adorned the sky. What could the 
age-old symbol of the divine covenant 
evoke, if not the predilection that the 
Isle of Saints had enjoyed in God’s 
plan? A predilection marked in the 

person of St. Edward the Confessor, 
whose virtues graced Christianity 
and whose crown would gird the brow 
of all English monarchs to this day.

With this pact, what great mis-
sion was entrusted to England? Who 
knows whether, guided by the divine 
call, she was to bring about the union 
of Heaven and earth in her moun-
tains and plains, and above all in her 
children! To this end even her nature 
seems oriented. Who, contemplating 
her exquisite lawns, does not recall 
the carpets of Paradise? Who, hearing 
British voices singing, does not mis-
take them for a choir of Angels? Who, 
seeing the uprightness towards which 
the English spirit so readily tends, 
does not marvel that the disorder of 
sin has somehow touched them less?

The eyes of the Church turn with 
nostalgia to that past in which she had 
placed so many hopes in the land of 

the Angles. Hopes which she 
saw rewarded in contemplat-
ing its firmament dotted with 
English Saints, but which 
were frustrated when, al-
most five centuries ago, her 
schism drastically separated 
that beloved country, drench-
ing it in blood and engulfing 
it in violence. 

Yet, mysteriously, some-
thing of that first blessing 
remained. The nation was 
unfaithful, but God would re-
main faithful, for He could not 
deny Himself (cf. 2 Tm 2:13). 
The pact that had been estab-
lished with St. Edward would 
somehow produce the fruits 
that the divine will desired.

Last glimmer of 
Christian Civilization

Not one, but two rainbows 
hovered over the palace. Per-
haps because Elizabeth II 
represented two covenants: 
the one the Most High had 
made with the long succes-
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The Lying-in-State of Queen Elizabeth II in Westminster Hall, 
London. Previous page, a scene from the documentary  

“The Coronation with Her Majesty the Queen”

The eyes of the Church turn with nostalgia to that 
past in which she had placed so many hopes  

in the land of the Angles
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sion of English monarchs, and the one 
He had instituted with Christianity, of 
which the Queen was the last symbol. 

If the dawn of Christian Civiliza-
tion was full of promise, during that 
wondrous blossoming of plans, its 
sunset was accompanied with sad-
ness and sorrow, even on the part 
of today’s increasingly animalized 
humanity. In recent decades, while 
the lights of Christendom gradually 
faded, Elizabeth II continued to shine 
– albeit with many of the shadows in-
herent in the revolutionary process 
in which we are immersed – and 
she did so in a special way, repre-
senting all the lights that had once 
illuminated the world. 

This is the page of history that 
now comes to an end. Notwith-
standing the scratches, the black 
lines and the blots men have left on 
it, Providence wanted to end its last 
line with a golden period. That is 
why tears flow, in a mixture of sorrow 
for the end and respect for the quality 
that this gold has demonstrated.

Here I call the reader’s attention: 
it is easy to write poetically about 
something that has passed; it is ad-
mirable to see that, in the matter in 
question, poetry merely describes the 
reality.

Inexorable in the 
fulfilment of duty

Indeed, it is not enough to possess 
royalty to be respected by the masses, 
nor to wave from an imposing bal-
cony to gain the good graces of the 
public. People are only captivated if 
they perceive goodness in the one 
who governs them. 

With his usual eloquence, St. 
Thomas Aquinas observes that when 
this happens, the admiration of the 
subjects knows no obstacles, not 
even the sovereign’s death. “Who can 
doubt that good kings live in a sense 
in the praises of men, not only in life, 
but still more after death, and that 
they subsist in the loss felt for them? 

But the name of wicked kings either 
immediately vanishes or, if they were 
notorious for their malice, they are 
remembered with horror.”1 

Nevertheless, to be a good ruler is 
no simple task. Elizabeth discovered 
this at an early age and strove to pre-
pare herself to live up to her mission. 

Perhaps without having in mind 
what philosophers and Saints define 
as perfection in her position, every-
thing for Elizabeth II was summed 
up in this word: duty. Without prom-
ulgating laws or imposing sanctions 
– and even more than if she had re-
signed out of aversion for the ad-
vances of evil in the 20th and 21st 
centuries, thereby accentuating the 
apparent futility of her position – by 
the example of her own conduct she 
fulfilled the monarch’s ideal: renoun-
cing her own good, she fought for the 
common good, promoting virtue 
and reproving error.

Symbol of a loftier reality

During the queen’s Lying-in-
State, thousands of people filed 
by to bid her farewell. With a feel-
ing that few could explain, during 

the few seconds in front of the cof-
fin, everyone sensed they had been 

well repaid for the hours – and even 
days – they had waited on the streets 
of London for this moment. “She 
worked seventy years for us; one 
day’s queue is nothing,” some said. 

Once in front of the coffin, they 
showed an almost religious reverence 
– a curious expression of a deep-root-
ed sense in their souls, which centur-
ies of indoctrination in the denial of 
hierarchy and transcendence have 
not been able to extinguish. 

I said an “almost religious rever-
ence.” This is not a random choice of 
words, nor do they refer to her status 
as the head of Anglicanism, but they 
indicate that, as the highest expres-
sion of authority – the “monarchical 
point” of a society – she constituted a 
link between men and God.  

Indeed, the human being is con-
scious of his own dependency. A 
pilgrim on this earth, he naturally 
and spontaneously seeks some-
one who can bring him into 
connection with the Most 
High, and this is the most ex-
cellent role of one invested 

She would embrace the cross of sover-
eign to the end, as she had promised 
on her twenty-first birthday: “My 
whole life, whether long or short, will 
be devoted to your service.” Seventy-
five years later, how many sacrifices 
she had made to fulfil her word! 

In a world of constant change, 
where the winds of novelty threat-
ened to shake even the most solid 
principles, and defending the values 
of civilization became an anachron-
istic concern, she stood as a point of 
reference amid the instability of our 
times or, as an English taxi driver re-
marked, “the only constant we have 
had in our lives.” R
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Official portrait of Queen Elizabeth II on 
the day of her coronation, June 2 of 1953

Elizabeth II represented two 
covenants: that which God sealed  

with the English monarchs, and the 
one He had instituted with Christianity
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with authority. As an image of the Su-
preme Good – who governs all with 
justice and sustains all with mercy – 
Elizabeth II impressed society with 
her grandeur, while supporting it 
with her goodness. 

Moreover, by not basely divesting 
herself of her dignity, but by main-
taining the ancient ceremonies and 
customs, she made accessible to the 
human soul – thirsting for symbols – 
a reality higher than the palpable one; 
she expressed through gestures, dress 
and protocol, the lofty notion of her 
own nobility and the sublimity of her 
mission. 

In accord with the dictates of 
modern logic, inferiors should feel 
oppressed by such an attitude… 
But that was not what was seen nor 
what hearts revealed in those days of 
mourning. On entering Westminster 
Hall, many ladies bowed before the 
one who no longer lived, but had won 
their admiration. “For me, the Queen 
is my female role model,” said one 
young woman. “I didn’t know how 
much she meant to me,” a man from 
Malaysia said in tears.

Much more than the 
funeral of a queen

We now come to the very crux of 
these lines. Are all these values and 

principles extinguished with Eliza-
beth II? Before affirming or denying, 
another question is in order. Who, 
apart from this sovereign, repre-
sented them in the world? Which of 
the Christian monarchies still vigor-
ously expresses its own significance, 
as she did? 

We know that she was not without 
her imperfections, and therefore she 
is not an example in every respect. 
Yet even her enemies, accusing her 
of crimes that not she but others 
committed in the name of the crown, 
acknowledge that much beyond her 
person, with her miseries and errors, 
Elizabeth II represented an order of 
things. Her funeral rites, carried out 
with all possible pomp and feeling, 
was not hers alone; with her were 
buried the values of which she was a 
symbol.

What will this mean for our days? 
A new and uncertain future is open-
ing up before us: it is the first time 
since its creation that humanity has 
been deprived of such values. Will 
society be able to subsist? Into what 
abyss will it plunge? These are ques-
tions that only time can answer.

On the occasion of Empress Zita’s 
funeral, held in grand imperial style 
in the Austrian republic of 1989, Le 
Figaro Magazine ran an article en-

1 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. De regno ad 
regem Cypri. L.I, c.11.

titled Europe Bids Farewell to Its 
Last Empress. It was true. What title 
to give this article in circumstances at 
the same time so similar and yet so 
different? This time it was not just to 
an empress, but to Christian Civiliza-
tion, that humanity bid farewell. 

Let us implore the same Lord who 
raised up Christendom as the excel-
lent fruit of his Most Precious Blood 
and sowed the whole earth with the 
wonders it has produced, to bring it to 
an even more perfect rebirth, for the 
full and effective realization of the 
request enshrined in the pages of the 
Gospel: “Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in Heaven.” 

This time it was not just to a queen or an empress,  
but to Christian Civilization that humanity bid farewell

The coffin of Queen Elizabeth II during the procession towards the burial 
in Windsor Castle. Background, Big Ben - London
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She who loved her mission and, as a consequence, her people, 
decided to dedicate her life to them. Elizabeth II thus became a 
model of dignity, honour and grandeur, which transcended the 
boundaries of the British realm.

o undertake the task of 
writing a brief account of 
figures who have crossed 
the firmament of history 

like stars, at once agile, brilliant and 
enchanting, is no easy task; and to 
attempt to write something, whether 
brief or lengthy, about personalities 
who, as considered in the previous 
article, symbolize their very nation, is 
an equally difficult task.

First, because it is easy to make 
the mistake of providing a unilateral 
view of the circumstances surround-
ing them; second, because being 
stars of extraordinary size, especially 
when long-lived, their trajectory de-
mands deeper study. There is yet an-
other risk that warrants caution: in a 
similar way to the sun which, besides 
illuminating, also dazzles, the life of 
such men or women surpasses the 
banal triviality that so pleases the in-
different; and sometimes it unsettles, 
due to its brilliance.

Having established these caveats, 
let us now deal with some aspects of 
the long career of Elizabeth II, who 
embodied the qualities of supremacy, 
nobility and serenity, as a paradigm 
for her people.

“We were born in times of war…”

Born in London on April 21, 1926, 
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary became 
the heiress presumptive to the Brit-
ish throne in 1936, when her father 
became king of the United Kingdom 

following the abdication of his broth-
er, Edward VIII.

As a young girl, her distinctive 
physiognomy began to take form, 
more graceful than beautiful, despite 
her always warm and affable smile, 
which did not hide the weight of the 
future that she certainly sensed. Her 
acutely perceptive eyes, so charac-
teristic of those who discern more 
than what they see, were those of an 
analytical personality who let noth-
ing escape her observation, drawing 
profound conclusions. But it was in 
the ensemble of her expression that 
revealed an almost innate sense of 
authority and duty, most clearly re-
flected in the strong lines of her lips.

Finally, from a nature privileged 
by Providence, the moral qualities 
that would accompany her through-
out her life began to emerge: con-
stancy in purpose and loyalty to what 
is rightly ordered.

When the Second World War when 
broke out before Elizabeth had reached 
fifteen, the tragic context provided the 
occasion for the future Queen to more 
deeply forge her firm and decisive 
character, as she would later say: “The 
wartime generation – my generation 
– is resilient.” In those circumstances, 
without the least diminution of her 
noble condition, Elizabeth served in the 
Armed Forces as a driver and mechan-
ic, being promoted to honorary junior 
commander, due to her high level of 
responsibility, despite her young age.

Loyal to her people

She ascended the throne in Feb-
ruary 1952 at only twenty-five years 
of age, with the coronation ceremony 
taking place on June 2 of 1953. Since 
then, Elizabeth II has made the mon-
archy a life mission, setting herself a 
goal of fidelity to her state: 

“I am sure that this, my Coron-
ation, is not the symbol of a power 
and a splendour that are gone, but a 
declaration of our hopes for the fu-
ture, and for the years I may, by God’s 
grace and mercy, be given to reign 
and serve you as your Queen.”

Throughout the mishaps to which 
every Head of State is subject, the 
attributes of the good diplomat 
would shine in the English lead-
er; of the woman who knows how 
to cultivate her own intelligence 
and, with a glance, manage to place 
those she meets in the position due 
to them.

She had plenty of opportunities to 
use this diplomatic gift, since her in-
terest in the political world began in 
the early years of her reign, when she 
had weekly meetings with the English 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill. It 
is certain that from these briefings 
she was able to glean a good deal of 
the genuinely Anglo style of adminis-
tration expressed by the paradigmatic 
statesman.

During her seven decades wearing 
the British crown, she made some 250 
official trips as head of state. Almost 
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all the Commonwealth countries 
have had the opportunity to receive 
such a distinguished visit. The sover-
eign met with scores of presidents 
and sometimes saw her personal his-
tory – either as protagonist or specta-
tor – become bound up world history 
itself. But she continued ever stead-
fast amid such varied events as the 
independence of the British colonies 
in Africa, the Cold War and the fall of 
the Berlin Wall.

Being a mother: “the best of jobs”

However, in addition to being a 
monarch, Elizabeth was also a moth-
er – a duty which, according to her, 
“is the best of all jobs.” From her mar-
riage with the Duke of Edinburgh, 
Philip Mountbatten, four children 
were born to her: Charles, Anne, An-
drew and Edward.

In the photographs that portray 
Elizabeth’s family life, it is note-
worthy that all the composure that so 
characterized her in the midst of the 
solemnity and pomp of court was not 
forsaken or minimized on these occa-
sions. On the contrary, such moments 
showed the integrity of her character, 
without detriment to maternal affec-
tion and warmth.

Even in informal situations, such 
as a picnic, her cleanliness is re-
markable, always exquisite and im-
peccable. There is not one hair out 
of place, and even if the folds of her 

dress appear to be random, one would 
say it is a well-studied naturalness.

Trying years

Although the British leader was 
careful to maintain a balance be-
tween courtesy and joviality, espe-
cially when in public, her life was 
permeated with difficult trials.

According to her, the most turbu-
lent period of her life was 1992, de-
fined as an annus horribilis. In that 
year, the marriages of her children 
Charles, Anne and Andrew broke 
up, which not only dealt a blow to the 
English monarchy but also saddened 
their mother’s heart. 

However, these and other misfor-
tunes did not shake her. Maintaining 
an ever erect bearing, she seemed to 
have a gift of navigating national and 
personal events with both finesse and 
prudence.

Reverence for the sacred

The occasions for expressing this 
virtue so dear to her were seen even 
in the ecclesiastical sphere, and she 
demonstrated great respect and 
even genuine sympathy towards the 
Papacy.

The photos of meetings with Pon-
tiffs, beginning with Pius XII in 1951, 
right up to the present day, speak 
most eloquently. Far from claiming 
any discordant attitude with the Pap-
acy, Elizabeth II recognized in the 

successor of Peter the bearer of a duty 
greater than her own.

How to explain, for example, that 
when in 2010 Benedict XVI made 
the first state visit of a Pontiff to the 
United Kingdom since Henry VIII’s 
break with the Catholic Church 
in 1533, he was received in such a 
warm and, one might even say, filial 
manner?

An incomparable model of dignity

In conformity with the path that 
she chose for herself, uniting the 
vicissitudes of a childhood spent in 
the midst of war with the subsequent 
years that shaped her decisive char-
acter, Elizabeth II’s trajectory can be 
summed up in the principle that she 
verbalized: “Suffering is the price we 
pay for love.” Indeed, she who loved 
her mission and, consequently, her 
people, also decided to give her whole 
life for them. 

At the epilogue of her exist-
ence, she became a unique model 
of dignity, honour and grandeur, 
put at the service of her nation, but 
which went beyond the insular lim-
its of the British kingdom and the 
Commonwealth.

We hope that on the threshold of 
death God granted Elizabeth II the 
necessary graces to embrace the 
whole truth and thus have her soul 
welcomed into the heavenly dwelling 
place. “Long live the Queen!” 

At left, Elizabeth II in April of 1983; at centre, the queen in an official portrait as sovereign of Canada;  
at right, in 1962. In background, Windsor Castle (England)

Elizabeth II has made the monarchy a life mission, 
setting herself a goal of fidelity to her state
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More Than Just Jewels… 
A Link with Heaven!
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the most beautiful Crowns of Christendom

Crowns and jewels have been, through the ages, 
undeniable symbols of power. But the mystery they 
contain transcends the opulence and artistry of  
their designs, to almost touch on the divine…

he fascinating role of 
crowns, whose trajectory 
spans history, dates back 
to the dawn of civilization. 

From ancient times, the heads of the 
Roman Caesars were encircled with 
laurel wreaths, those of Germanic bar-
barians with precious metals and daz-
zling stones; and surpassing them all 
in grandeur and glory, the Son of God 
chose to be crowned with thorns. 

What do these unique adornments 
represent for God and for mankind? 

Crowned by the Most High

Among the Israelites it was com-
mon to wear floral crowns, as a sym-
bol of joy and festive ornament at 
feasts and solemnities.1 But they were 
also used as insignia of royalty, be-
stowed directly by God on His elect: 
“I have set the crown upon one who 
is mighty, I have exalted one chosen 
from the people” (Ps 89:19).

Now, while among the Jewish 
people the Lord’s beloved ones were 
thus honoured by Him, in Rome only 
the most valiant obtained – from men 
– such a distinction, represented by 

crowns of simple appearance, but 
which would be transformed over 
time into splendid pieces.

The reward of the brave

To be a hero: this was the neces-
sary condition to be crowned in the 
Roman Empire, not with the fatuous 
laurel of the Caesars, but with the 
award of authentic warriors, of those 
who wrote the history of the Eternal 
City in blood and iron, risking their 
lives on the battlefield.

It was among these fierce war-
riors that the first elaborate crowns 
appeared in Rome. Acclaimed by the 
crowd on their return from war, the 
victors were decorated according to 
their exploits: the corona muralis was 
given to the first soldier to scale the 
walls of a besieged city; the corona 
vallaris to the first who stormed the 
enemy camp; the corona navalis was 
awarded to the one who won a naval 
victory; the corona obsidionalis was 
the prize of the general who freed a 
besieged battalion. 

The categories of diadems used 
to laud the prowess of the Roman le-

gions multiplied with each battle and 
were even protected by law, which 
allowed the deserving to wear them 
during the funeral or even to receive 
them posthumously.

Crowns were therefore highly 
prized by the Romans, who con-
sidered them a much more valuable 
reward than sums of gold and silver. 
This propensity was to later influence 
nascent Christianity.

The crown in Christian 
Civilization

It seems natural, then, that with the 
advent of Christianity some of these 
customs – purified and enhanced by 
the Blood of the Redeemer – were 
adopted by baptized monarchs. For 
them, the symbolism of the crown 
united the glory of those who fight, 
the honour of those who govern and 
the sign of divine predilection.

For the first Catholic emperors of 
the West, the crown represented the 
circumference of the Earth and the 
universal power granted to sovereigns. 
They were crowned by the Pope, who 
in turn held supreme power, temporal 
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and spiritual, received with the keys 
from St. Peter and represented in the 
papal tiara.

From then on, the crown became 
the undisputed adornment of true 
royalty, and the holy cross, symbol of 
salvation, was placed atop them all.

The burden of responsibility, 
beneath the lustre of power

Down through the centuries, 
Christians have fashioned the pre-
cious relics of the Passion into verit-
able jewels, treasures of incalculable 
value, the glory and memorial of the 
Redemption for the Church. Thus, 
according to tradition, the iron from 
a nail of the Crucifixion was used 
to make one of the oldest and most 
famous crowns of Christianity: the 
Iron Crown of the Lombards.

It is said that it was made in the 
6th century by Queen Theodelinda, 
as a gift for her husband, and became 
the official insignia of those who as-
cended the Lombard throne. Its base 
consists of an iron circlet covered with 
gold leaf and precious stones, to re-
mind its wearers that the crown carries 
a burden whose weight is hidden under 
an ephemeral and deceptive brilliance.

It is believed to have been worn by 
Charlemagne at his coronation as King 
of the Lombards in 774.

Sacrifice and the cross on 
the French crowns

In the lands of the first-born 
daughter of the Church, the 
adornment that girded the 
heads of almost all her kings, 
from Philip Augustus to Louis 
XVI – and came to a sad end 
when it was destroyed in the 
tragic days of the French Revo-
lution – was called the Crown of 
Charlemagne.

According to tradition, it con-
sisted of two elements: a golden dia-
dem with four fleur-de-lis and stud-
ded with stones, its interior formed 
by a kind of red velvet mitre en-
crusted with pearls and topped by a 
large ruby. It was the symbol of blood 
and sacrifice, necessary trappings for 

“Coronation of Charlemagne”, by Friedrich Kaulbach - The Maximilianeum,  
Munich (Germany); previous page, the Crown of the Holy Roman Empire -  

Imperial Treasury of Hofburg Palace, Vienna

those in power; the pearls on the vel-
vet represented the stars of heaven, 
hope of salvation for every Christian.

This characteristic union between 
power and the cross reached its peak 
in the days of King Louis IX, who 
knew better than any other how to be 
a crucified monarch for the benefit 
of his people. To symbolize this sub-
lime ideal that he lived and defended, 
he had another crown of incompar-
able value made. The Crown of St. 
Louis, or Holy Crown, holds within 
it relics of the Passion surrounded by 
precious gems, a true work of art and 
medieval piety.

Symbol of the heavenly Jerusalem

One of the most beautiful and 
famous crowns in the world is now 
in Vienna: that of the Holy Roman 
Empire.

Although it appears in various 
portraits on the head of the Emper-
or Charlemagne, historically it was 
made after his death for the coron-
ation of Emperor Otto I in 962, the 
date on which the history of the Holy 
Empire began. It remained the pre-
rogative of the supreme monarch for 
eight centuries, and was last used in 
1792 for the coronation of Francis II.

Although eighteen emperors were 
crowned by the Popes, it is not certain 
that this treasure was transported to 
Italy for every ceremony. However, 
after the Renaissance, the ceremony 
of imperial investiture was trans-
ferred to Aachen and then to Frank-

In Christian 
Civilization, the 
crown represented the 
earthly sphere and the 
power granted to kings 
by the Pope, holder 
of supreme power

Crown of St. Louis, containing relics of 
the Passion - The Louvre, Paris
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furt, and the crown came to be used 
more frequently.

Made in an octagonal shape and 
enriched over time, the twelve stones 
adorning the front of the crown sym-
bolize the foundations of the heav-
enly Jerusalem (cf. Rv 21:19-20), the 
perfect model of society, which the 
Holy Empire was to resemble. The 
enamel figures representing Jesus 
Christ, David, Solomon, Hezekiah 
and Isaiah, as well as the nature of 
the gems surrounding them, evoking 
the breastplate of the high priest of 
the Old Law, point to the moral and 
sacred significance of this crown.

A crown that “personifies” royalty

Among such regalia, perhaps no 
other has such a curious history as 
the Holy Crown of Hungary.

In national legends it was linked 
to the memory of the terrible Attila, 
king of the Huns, who was right-
ly considered by the Hungarians as 
one of their ancestors. It is said that, 
shortly before he devastated the city 
of Rome, an Angel was sent to stop 
him, promising his descendants a 
crown of infinite duration, bestowed 
by the Successor of the Apostles. 

Real or not, this prediction actually 
came true at the beginning of 
the eleventh century, when 
Duke St. Stephen – until 
then the armed apos-
tle of Hungary 

– received the famous crown from the 
hands of Pope Sylvester II, together 
with the title of king.

It was a work of rare perfection, 
made of fine gold in the shape of a 
hemisphere and inlaid with many 
gems and pearls. Topped by a Latin 
cross, it was decorated with enamels 
and figures representing Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Blessed Virgin, the 
Apostles, some martyrs and Angels.

In 1702, the Eastern Emperor Mi-
chael Doukas presented the Hungar-
ian King Géza II with another crown, 
in an open and Byzantine style, also 
very precious. Twenty years later, the 
two diadems were merged into one, 
forming a new crown of surpassing 
magnificence.

For the Hungarians, this crown 
somehow “personified” royalty. The 
jewels that decorated it should be 
more spiritual than material. St. Ste-
phen himself enumerated in ten arti-
cles the virtue-ornaments with which 
the Holy Crown of Hungary should be 
honoured. These included faith, love 
of the Church, fidelity, courage, read-
iness, courtesy and the confidence 
of princes and other nobles, patience 
and justice, good counsel, prayer and 
even the cultural wealth brought to 
the nation by the immigrants.2

The Holy Crown was treated by 
the people as a royal person, with its 
own jurisdiction, palace, officers and 
guards. To desecrate it was not only 
a crime against the Majesty, but also 
a sacrilege! Kings were only con-
sidered such after their coronation, 
and only then did their acts become 
legitimate and definitive.

However, such veneration did not 
prevent the Holy Crown from facing 
surprising vicissitudes over the cen-
turies, in the midst of wars and polit-
ical and social upheavals. It was torn 
from its sanctuary, handed over for 
treason, taken out of the country, sold 
and repurchased, lost and recovered, 
and even buried at the foot of a tree, 
a circumstance that caused the cross 
that sits atop it to be tilted to one side.

Proof of love for the monarchy

Beautiful ceremonies and vener-
able customs rose up around crowns. 
However, among the monarchies that 
have survived the course of history, 
the English monarchy is one of the 
few that still performs solemn coron-
ations and is perhaps the only one that 
preserves most of the ancient rites. 
This tradition flourished with St. 
Edward the Confessor and therefore 
has Catholic roots, although today it 
is the occasion on which the head of 
the schismatic Anglican Church is 
invested.

Since the 13th century, the Crown 
of St. Edward was used in several 

The Holy Crown of 
Hungary somehow 
“personified” 
royalty; to profane it 
was not only a crime 
of lese-majesty, 
but of sacrilege
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The Holy Crown of Hungary - 
Parliament of Budapest
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coronations. Unfortunately, its ori-
ginal version, kept as a holy relic 
in Westminster Abbey, was melted 
down by Olivier Cromwell in 1649 
during the temporary establishment 
of the republic in England. In 1660, 
however, the monarchy was restored 
under Charles II, who decided to 
have another regal diadem fashioned, 
based on the previous one. It thus 
honoured the memory of St. Edward 
and symbolized his crown’s link to 
Britain’s past.

Many of the royal jewels sold dur-
ing the republic were bought by mon-
archists and then returned to the new 
crown. This makes the St. Edward 
Crown that we know today, with its 
more than four hundred precious and 
semi-precious stones set in solid gold, 
an invaluable piece, an echo of the 
Middle Ages in the 21st century and 
a categorical statement of the British 
love for royalty.

Royal link between 
Heaven and earth

There are countless other crowns 
to consider. However, as the limita-
tions of these pages do not allow us 
to do so, we would like to invite the 
reader to consider one that is perhaps 
the most beautiful of all: the Imper-
ial Crown of Austria. Made in 1602 
as the personal crown of Rudolf II, 
it became part of the treasury of the 
Holy Roman Empire and, after the 
Congress of Vienna, that of the Aus-
trian Empire.

Extremely ornate, but with soft 
lines – one might almost call them 
“paternal” – its base consists of a 
gold circlet with eight lilies, set with 
pearls and precious stones. From 
the inside rises a mitre divided in 
two parts, made of gold, pearls and 
beautiful enamels, which expresses 
the sacral character of the Austrian 
Empire, the continuation of the Holy 
Roman-German Empire. Two arches 
encrusted with eight diamonds com-
plete the piece.

1 The historical information contained in 
this article is based on the work: CHAF-
FANJON, Arnaud. La merveilleuse his-
toire des couronnes du monde. Paris: Fer-
nand Nathan, 1980.

2 Cf. ROHRBACHER, René François. 
Vidas dos Santos. São Paulo: Editora das 
Américas, 1959, v.XV, p.433-437.

3 CORRÊA DE OLIVEIRA, Plinio. Têm os 
símbolos, a pompa e a riqueza uma função 
na vida humana? [Do Symbols, Pomp and 
Splendour Have a Function in Human 
Life?] In: Catolicismo. Campos dos Goy-
tacazes. Year VII. N.82 (Oct., 1957); p.5. 

Its most beautiful adornment, 
however, is the sapphire at the top, 
whose shimmering blue seems to 
concentrate the immensity of the 
firmament and evokes the heavenly 
homeland. Through the crown, sym-
bol of royalty, Heaven is depicted 
united to earth by the cross, recalling 
the divine origin of legitimate tem-
poral power.

An imperishable crown

The point which perhaps 
sums up the beauty of all the 
crowns considered in this 
article, more valuable than 
any of the jewels making 
them up, is undoubtedly their 
symbolism. “The admirable, 

Heaven, which Our Lord Jesus Christ 
came to preach in order to raise our 
sights to eternity. Sic transit glor-
ia mundi… Although undeniably 
beautiful and symbolic, the crowns 
we have mentioned here have been or 
will be forgotten. For each man, how-
ever, is reserved an “unfading crown 
of glory” (1 Pt 5:4), which the Su-
preme Shepherd will bestow on those 
who have been faithful until death.

The words of the Book of Revela-
tion are addressed to us: “hold fast 
what you have, so that no one may 
seize your crown” (Rv 3:11)! 

All of us,  
the baptized,  
are royal heirs  
of Heaven,  
for whom is reserved 
an “unfading 
crown of glory”

legitimate, and profound power of 
symbols!” Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oli-
veira wisely pondered. “Only one 
who lacks the intelligence to under-
stand it, or who wishes to destroy the 
sublime realities that these symbols 
express, denies it. And woe to the 
country in which – whatever the form 
of government […] – Public Opinion 
allows itself to be led astray by vul-
gar demagogues, deifying triviality 
and showing deference only to that 
which is banal, inexpressive and 
commonplace.”3 

And we cannot fail to consider the 
highest aspect of this symbolism. All 
of us, the baptized, are royal heirs 
of the grandest of kingdoms: that of 
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The Authentic Manner of 
Exercising Authority

õ Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira
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In reference to a photograph of the Cathedral of Vienna and the 
film of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II of England, Dr. Plinio 
makes opportune remarks on the manner of exercising authority.

ommand, understood in its 
strict sense, is the power of 
a person invested with re-
ligious or civil authority – 

whether military or merely admin-
istrative – that gives him the right to 
say to a subordinate: “Think in this 
way, because this is how one should 
think!”, “Act it in this way, because 
this is how one should act!”; or “Do 
not think in that other way, because 
it is wrong!”, “Do not act in that other 
way, because it is wrong!”

There is, therefore, a scale of pow-
ers to order thought or action, which 
makes the individual over whom 
the command is exercised alter the 
course of his thinking or doing, in 
accordance with the determination of 
the authority.

Obstacles in human 
nature to obedience

However, in human nature there 
are many obstacles to obedience. 
Often man does not want to obey 
because he has an innate tendency, 
disfigured by original sin, to do what 
he thinks he ought to do and not what 
someone else commands. Because of 
this, when he does not understand an 
order or does not agree with it; when 
it is a difficult order that obliges him 
to make a sacrifice that he deems 

unnecessary; when the sacrifice is 
necessary but disagreeable; or for all 
these reasons together, man is seized 
with rebellion and tends to rise up 
against the authority, saying: “I will 
show you how things should be done; 
I will not obey.” 

Then a harmful and dangerous 
situation arises: a crisis in the rela-
tionship between the one command-
ing and the one obeying. In this case, 
it is necessary that the authority 
understand that such a situation can 
have unexpected results. If he makes 
the order in a brutal manner, shouting 
– “I’m obliging you! Submit!” – it is 
possible that the problem will escal-
ate and that the subordinate, injured 
by the remedy applied, will be driven 
to an outburst, a flight, a rupture or 
even an aggression.

Such an outcome is not the victory, 
but the failure of authority.

In general, the order is given for 
the benefit of the subordinate

This is even better understood 
since, in general, an order is given for 
the benefit of the one obeying, even if 
it is a sacrifice for him.

For example, an authority sends a 
soldier off to war. On the surface this 
is not for his benefit, for he may re-
turn crippled, mutilated or may even 

die. However, in the natural order of 
things, when a country is attacked, 
all the eligible members of that nation 
must heed the call of the authority: 
take up arms and fight. Otherwise, 
the country will be destroyed. 

This is very well expressed in the 
Book of Maccabees (cf. 1 Mc 3:59): 
it is better for a man to die than to 
live in a land devastated and without 
honour, that is, in a land in which the 
inhabitants have no sense of honour, 
no sense of resistance to the point of 
blood, to keep the national flag flying 
and, above all, the sacrosanct standard 
of the Holy Roman Catholic Church, 
homeland of the souls of all the living. 
In this light, he who receives the order 
“Go and fight!” is a beneficiary.

However, often he does not see it 
this way – it is difficult to imagine 
that all men would readily under-
stand this, especially in the hour of 
danger – and he may rebel.

If this happens, the only result that 
the authority – who is commanding 
for the common good and for the 
good of the individual – will obtain 
is to see evil take root in the latter’s 
soul. And his desertion will be an evil 
for the country, for every soldier who 
deserts subtracts from the nation a 
strength that belongs to it. The conse-
quence is the failure of authority. 
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The union of 
goodness and 
strength sums up 
the ideal state of 
spirit with which 
authority should 
be exercised 
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The father-son relationship 
in commanding and obeying

In the face of the refusal or 
grudging acceptance of the 
one who obeys unwillingly, 
carelessly, or in a “minimalist” 
fashion, doing the very least 
possible, the authority has a 
moral and psychological prob-
lem that it must resolve.

What is this problem?
How to influence that sub-

ject so that he changes his mind, 
wants to do what he should do 
and not rebel against the will 
of the superior; and that a con-
sensus is instead established 
between him and the authority. 
In this way, the relationship 
between the one commanding 
and the one obeying reaches 
the peak of its normality, which 
is the father-son relationship.

A good father giving orders 
to a good son is discipline at 
its best. And one who exer-
cises authority should do everything 
possible to establish this relationship 
with the subordinate.

How can this be achieved?
In the first place, the superior must 

make himself understood in every 
way – and I purposely say every way 
– so that the subordinate is disposed 
in such a way that the stirrings of 
non-conformity not arise in him, but 
that, on the contrary, he has joy and 
willingness of soul in doing what he 
must do.

The collaboration of 
goodness and strength

On a postcard of St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral in Vienna, photographed at 
night, one sees the brightly illuminat-
ed cathedral composed of two entire-
ly distinct parts: a massive but grace-
ful tower – slender and strong at the 
same time – and, next to it, a much 
lower building, as if supported by 
the lofty tower of the cathedral. One 
has the impression of a family home 

leaning against a fortress, or of a wife 
next to her husband. The husband is 
the tower: strong, energetic and com-
bative. The wife is the second build-
ing: delicate and a loving mother. 

The collaboration of goodness 
with strength, to illustrate the tem-
peramental state of one who exercises 
authority, can be seen in this symbol 
of the Church, the authority of author-
ities. Without her, no authority has the 
necessary foundation or prevails for 
the required time.

The authority of those who 
represent justice, goodness and 
delicacy would be too frail to 
subsist without force. But force 
would be too brutal without 
this sweetness. The union of 
both virtues causes the sub-
ordinate, in his good moments, 
to imbibe the sweetness and, 
in his difficult moments, al-
low the “knots” in his soul to 
be levelled by the action of 
strength. And so the balance of 
human relations is established.

Coronation ceremony of 
the Queen of England

This way of understanding 
authority, in the golden age 
of the Catholic monarchies in 
Europe, imparted a mixture of 
majesty and strength to all the 
ceremonies related to throne.

As a reminiscence of these we 
have, for example, the corona-
tion of the Queen of England.

In the body of the church were the 
Anglican clergy in vestments loose-
ly resembling those of the Catholic 
Church, and therefore somewhat 
beautiful. Special pews accommo-
dated the nobles, all wearing crowns 
corresponding to their respective titles 
of nobility. Right in front of the altar 
were the thrones where the new queen 
and her husband would sit; to the right 
and left were the seats for the members 
of the English royal house. And there 
were also members of the royal houses 
of other European countries, who had 
gathered for the coronation.

The ceremony was very beauti-
ful and a great number of people 
attended it inside the spacious West-
minster Abbey. 

The long procession accompanying 
the Queen from Buckingham Palace 
to the Abbey took place. The main 
figures of the ceremony passed by 
in traditional gilded carriages, with 
paintings, crystal windows, plumes 
and lackeys wearing tricorn hats. 

St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Vienna
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Where love admires, 
admiration loves, and 
good understanding 
is established. 
When this occurs, 
institutions become 
solidly grounded
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All along the route you could see 
European princes with their beauti-
ful uniforms and decorations. There 
were also maharajas, sultans and 
other potentates from the still-mys-
terious world of the East, some of 
them in their own carriages.

Then the eminent men passed, like 
Churchill and Eden, who had saved 
England during the Second War. 
There was enormous enthusiasm.

Someone might say, “What is all 
this for?”

To anoint – in the proper sense of 
the word, that is, to clothe with the oil 
of understanding, of admiration and 
corresponding love – the relations be-
tween a king and a queen on the one 
hand, and the people on the other; so 
that the latter understand what a king 
and a queen are, what it is to com-
mand and to obey. But also so that the 
king and queen would understand, 
when they saw the enthusiasm mani-
fested from all sides, from the tall 
buildings of London full of people 
in decorated windows, who greeted 
them as they passed by. The common 
people filled the streets, even in the 
poorer neighbourhoods, pressing on 
every side, clinging to lampposts, 
perching on rooftops, and applauding 
endlessly. And the monarchs would 
wave.

Love and admiration

What did this duality wish to say?

It said: “We love one another; we 
comprehend what each one means to 
the other. The main foundation of our 
good relations is mutual love, and the 
reason why we love each other is that 
we understand, cherish and admire 
one another.”

Where love admires, admiration 
loves, and good understanding is es-
tablished. Where this mutual vision 
exists, this mutual understanding 
takes place, and institutions become 
solidly grounded. The basis of these 
good relations is love, and secondar-
ily fear. There is love because there 
is understanding, and there is under-
standing because they have mutually 
been able to show one another their 
finest aspect. And that understanding 
endures for a whole reign.

Let us say that the applause at the 
beginning of a reign continues until 
the death knell of its end. And at the 

beginning of the new reign, everyone 
prepares for new applause, and a new 
death knell, when it ends. It is a con-
tinuous wellspring of love, of admir-
ation, of hope when a reign is born; 
of sorrow when it dies; of affection 
on every occasion. It makes the na-
tion strong, like a tower erected in the 
midst of a plain; nothing can assail it.

Nevertheless, this attitude should 
be present not only on special days, 
but also in everyday life. A king who 
employs a regal tone only at his coron-
ation, but who has an uncouth manner 
day-to-day, is committing suicide and 
destroying step by step what he has 
built up on the first day of his reign.

A reign is a continuous corona-
tion, a continuous reaffirmation of 
the crown, by the king, the queen 
and the members of the royal family 
wherever they may be. It is the same 
bubbling up of mutual understand-
ing, of mutual admiration, of mutual 
love, which renders it very easy for an 
authority to command. 

The sacrifice of enduring 
seriousness

The ancients expressed these 
truths – which I am trying to sum 
up with the grandiose scene of the 
coronation – in a thousand different 
ways in daily life.

For example, in the way in which 
in countless homes all over Christen-
dom, even as late as the middle of the 

Moments of the coronation ceremony of Queen Elizabeth II on June 2, 1953 - Scenes from the documentary “A  Queen is Crowned”
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In family life, the 
parents presided 
over this mutual 
exchange of love and 
admiration that forms 
the essence of the 
good order of things
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nineteenth century, parents always 
blessed the food when it came to the 
table, whether in the poorest homes 
or in palaces. The father would sit 
first, then everyone would follow 
him. Next to him, on a less imposing 
chair, but in a more accessible place, 
sat the wife. They presided over the 
meal as they presided over the life 
of the family, as well as that mutual 
exchange of love and admiration that 
forms the essence of the good order 
of things. 

This presupposed a sacrifice on 
everyone’s part: that of an abiding 
seriousness. Never a silly, vulgar 

joke; especially never a dirty or im-
moral joke, au grand jamais, under 
no circumstances.

There was, instead, an affable, 
pleasant conversation, in which each 
one told the news he knew, and every-
one was interested in each other’s 
lives. It was a carefree conviviality 
which, on holidays, continued after 
the meal for as long as they wanted. 
Then the family dispersed; everyone 
went their own way, but with hearts 
full of love.

This is the patriarchal family, 
the true basis of society. It shows us 
clearly what command is, for the son 
could be an adult, but when his father 
gave him an order, he obeyed happily 
because it was his father’s will.

Authority should never seek 
personal advantages

In this atmosphere of affection and 
command, influence is exercised, 
which is the attitude of soul by which 
someone transmits not only a convic-
tion but also a sentiment, a love; or 
communicates a hatred of evil, which 
at times  is indispensable to know how 
to convey. Until there is a harmonious 
combination of love and hatred, one 
has not learned to command.

This also applies in the daily life 
of the members of our movement, 
with the immediate leaders of the 
services, the sectors or the commun-
ities where they live, and with the 
others, brother with brother, equal 

with equal, living in the same way, 
with the same principle of propor-
tional harmony, hatred and love for 
things much greater than ourselves, 
that completely surpass us. 

We are brought together not only 
nor even primarily because we love 
each other, but essentially because 
we love Him for whom we were born; 
we love God, Our Lady, the Holy 
Church; we love the Reign of Mary. 
And we love one another because 
together we love the same ideal.

This ideal is so great, so true, so 
perfect, that for it we do everything. 
As a result: we do everything for each 
other and, when the time comes for 
some to command and others to obey, 
a special love, a special solidarity 
unites us.

The subordinate should have the 
following thought: “He is command-
ing me for the glory of Our Lady. I 
will obey!” And the superior: “I am 
exercising authority for the glory of 
Our Lady. With what care, respect 
and affection will I direct this soul 
that has been placed in my hands, to 
be under my command. I must know 
how to choose the appropriate time 
and the appropriate word, at the mo-
ment when I see that this son of mine 
is in crisis! And I will even choose the 
right tone of voice and the right gaze 
to help him to rise from his own ruins 
and to rebuild himself! He needs to 
feel that I have more pity for him than 
he has for himself, and this is not in 
order to promote laxness, but to en-
courage. Nevertheless, I want him to 
do his duty!”

When this happens, and the sub-
ordinate sees that the authority 
seeks no personal advantage, but 
only the victory of the cause of the 
Counter-Revolution, then that author-
ity will have learned to command. 

Taken, with minor adaptations,  
from: Dr. Plinio. São Paulo.  

Year XV.  
N.174 (Sept., 2012); p.6-13

Moments of the coronation ceremony of Queen Elizabeth II on June 2, 1953 - Scenes from the documentary “A  Queen is Crowned”

A family meal - Royal Monastery of Brou, 
Bourg-en-Bresse (France)
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õ Francisco de Assis Silveira

“To this day the earth shines from 
his radiance”

A
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st. Columban

This is what St. Pius X said 
of the abbot and founder 
St. Columban, who, among 
the missionary monks who 
voyaged from the British 
Isles to the European 
continent, stands out 
as the great pioneer of 
Western monasticism.

lmost unknown to the 
European continent until 
the end of the fourth cen-
tury, Ireland was pro-

foundly Christianized after the evan-
gelization began there by St. Patrick. 
The extraordinary flourishing of reli-
gious life in these lands earned it the 
nickname Isle of the Saints.

From the beginning of the sixth 
century, countless monks left Ireland 
to evangelize the barbarian peoples of 
nascent Europe. “Irish monasticism 
thus became a bridge between the 
Roman Empire and its disappearing 
culture, and the new world which was 
struggling to emerge.” 1 

Among all the religious who set 
out from the island at that time, St. 
Columban stands in a category of his 
own as the most distinguished Irish 
missionary. 

A youth of fine intelligence 
and appearance

Little information has reached us 
about his birth and early years. It is 
known that he was born in Leinster 
around 550, the time of the death of 
the patriarch St. Benedict. 

From the very cradle his educa-
tion and training were thorough; his 
parents provided him with the studies 
in the Holy Scriptures and the liter-
ary sciences. “He studied Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Geometry and other sub-

jects best suited to form a cultured 
young man, according to the custom 
of the time and place.”2 

In addition to spiritual gifts, 
Providence had endowed him with 
special grace and physical beauty, 
which could have been a motive for 
him to abandon himself to inordinate 
passions and sins. In fact, there was 
no lack of vain young women who, 
moved by lust, futilely endeavoured 
to drag him to perdition.

At the age of fifteen, repulsed by 
the illusions of this passing life and 
feeling the need to preserve himself 
from the world’s disorders, he sought 
advice from an anchoress famed in 
the region for her holiness. He ex-
plained his temptations to her, and 
asked her to recommend a sure rem-
edy so as not to fall into them. “Flee, 
[…] if you wish to save yourself. For 
your age and circumstances, there is 
no caution that will suffice if you re-
main in the world. Do not believe that 
you can speak and walk with impun-
ity in the midst of female vanities 
without experiencing their poison 
[…]. Flee, my dear son; flee, if you 
wish to avoid falls and perhaps eter-
nal ruin!”3 

Beginning of a great vocation

The words of the venerable old 
woman sank deeply into Colum-
ban’s soul. He discerned this to be 
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God’s call and fled from the world 
and its dangers. First he withdrew to 
the house of a devout and holy man 
named Sinell, who had a profound 
knowledge of sacred texts, and later 
went on to the monastery of Bangor, 
then the most renowned in Ireland. 

With three thousand monks im-
bued with springtime monastic fer-
vour, the monastery was illuminated 
by its abbot, St. Comgall, reputed for 
his austerity and paternal guidance 
of his disciples. He warmly wel-
comed Columban, who entered with 
the determination to be a true Saint. 
Clothed in the monastic habit, his 
ardent spirit found there the nour-
ishment it craved, and he took heroic 
steps along the paths of renunciation 
and abnegation. He remained there 
just over ten years, during which time 
he was ordained a priest. 

Nevertheless, he felt that other 
lands and other peoples were calling 
him, and he set his sights on Gaul. St. 
Comgall, seeing the divine inspira-
tion in this desire, gave him permis-
sion to leave with twelve of his fellow 
disciples, in honour of the twelve 
Apostles.

Abundant fruits of 
his apostolic zeal

In a few days’ journey he 
landed in Gaul, the land to which 
he was to devote half his life. At 
that very time there was talk of 
an enormous decline in the re-
ligious spirit which had begun 
so well a century earlier with 
Clovis. This was due both to 
frequent enemy invasions and to 
the negligence of the shepherds. 

In Burgundy, King Guntram 
offered him an old Roman castle 
in ruins in the middle of the for-
est to settle in. There he started 
his first foundation, Anegray, 
which became famous through-
out the region. He spent several 
years within its rough walls, 
living a coarse and austere life, 

until the excessive number of dis-
ciples obliged him to start a new 
foundation, the monastery of Luxe-
uil, which in future centuries would 
be one of the most flourishing centres 
of European culture and civilization, 
a kind of French Monte Cassino. This 
was followed by the foundation of the 
monastery of Fontaines. 

These initiatives yielded immense 
benefits. The forests and wasteland 
where the monasteries were estab-
lished were cleared and cultivated. 
Countless regions of present-day 
France were urbanized by monks, 
who “carried out heavy work in the 
fields with the same perfection with 
which they wrote the fine parchments 
of their codices or strove to guide 
souls with their ardent words.”4 

Beacon of virtue and holiness

Columban’s labours gave a strong 
impetus to religious and temporal 
life in Europe, for “it can be proven 
that more than fifty [monasteries] all 
over the continent came under the 
influence of the monks brought by 
him. On the other hand, precisely this 
incomparable ensemble of monas-

teries was in the following centuries 
the basis of everything that stands for 
civilization.”5 

His personal influence was equal-
ly powerful. His fiery speeches 
seemed to convey the voice of the 
Almighty to men, and on his face the 
power of God shone visibly. Bishops 
regarded him with admiration and 
respect, kings came from all parts to 
consult him and the people venerat-
ed him. When he left his monastery 
to visit another province, vocations 
sprang up in his wake. 

The Lord also gave him the gift of 
instilling the purest and loftiest mon-
astic spirit in the hearts of the young, 
and encouraging its development in 
an incomparable way. Parents en-
trusted their children to him to be 
educated in piety and literature, and 
formed in monastic discipline.

The rule and discipline, drawing 
souls to the monastic life 

In the vigorous hands of this holy 
abbot not only work, but also pray-
er, took on proportions hitherto un-
known. The multitude of monks, from 
both peasant and noble stock, quickly 

grew to six hundred, which pro-
vided the opportunity for him 
to institute what was known as 
laus perennis, a series of prayers 
and hymns recited continuously 
throughout the day, the monks 
raising their voices, “as indefatig-
able as those of the Angels,”6 in 
praise of God, interceding for 
sinners, for Christendom and for 
concord among kings.

In Luxeuil, where he lived for 
almost twenty years, the tireless 
abbot also composed a monastic 
rule – the Regula monachorum 
– for the foundation and buttress 
of the spiritual edifice he was 
building. With time, it became 
even more widespread than the 
Benedictine Rule.

He also left a penitentiary, De 
pœnitentiarum misura taxanda, 

St. Columban’s labours gave a new impetus 
to religious and temporal life in Europe

St. Columban confides the monastic rule to 
St. Waldebert - Abbey of Luxeuil, Luxeuil-les-

Bains (France); previous page, St. Columban - 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, Sligo (Ireland)
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by means of which he “introduced 
Confession and private and frequent 
penance on the Continent. It was 
known as ‘tariffed’ penance because 
of the proportion established between 
the gravity of the sin and the type of 
penance imposed by the confessor. 
These innovations roused the suspi-
cion of local Bishops, a suspicion that 
became hostile when Columban had 
the courage to rebuke them openly for 
some of their practices.”7

An action that sparked enmities

While in Austrasia, a region strad-
dling the borders of present-day 
France and Germany, he became 
involved in a conflict with Queen 
Brunhilda, grandmother of the young 
King Theodoric, concerning the hon-
our of Christian morality.

The ambition to reign alone led 
Brunhilda astray: fearing that the 
monarch’s marriage with a princess 
would overshadow her power, she 
persuaded him to live with concu-
bines. Moved by his pastoral zeal, 
the holy abbot convinced the king 
to marry legitimately, but such was 

the pressure of his grandmother that 
in less than a year Theodoric had 
repudiated his legitimate wife and 
turned to a life of adultery.

One day, while visiting the court, 
the monk came face to face with this 
unworthy woman, who presented 
him with Theodoric’s four illegitim-
ate children: 

“These are the king’s children; 
strengthen them with a blessing.” 

“No,” replied Columban, “they 
shall never reign.”8 

From that moment Brunhilda 
declared mortal war against him. 
She forbade his monks to leave the 
monastery or to receive help from 
anyone. The intrepid Irishman then 
proceeded to Theodoric’s palace, to 
enlighten him and try to bring him 
back to good morals. On hearing that 
the abbot had arrived but would not 
enter, the king sent him a sumptuous-
ly prepared meal in order to win him 
over. Columban refused to accept the 
food from the hands of the one who 
had just allowed such a severe blow to 
be dealt against his spiritual sons. He 
merely made a Sign of the Cross over 
the platters laden with food, and they 
all shattered miraculously.

Theodoric was astonished at the 
prodigy and came to ask pardon, 
promising to make amends. But he 
relapsed into his debauchery and, 
under pressure from his grand-
mother, brutally expelled the Saint 
from his territories, even threaten-
ing to violate the cloister. Columban, 
however, warned him with his cus-
tomary audacity: “If you come here 
to destroy our monastery, your king-
dom will be destroyed, together with 
all your descendants.”9 

Unjust exile

Columban was taken from his 
community to the city of Besançon 
until his fate should be decided. In 
the meantime, the valiant warrior of 
Christ took the road to Luxeuil again, 
to be with his monks. The king, blind 

with rage, sent emissaries to retrieve 
him, if need be by force.

The men arrived when he was 
praying the Psalms with the com-
munity and ordered him to return to 
Besançon, whence he was to leave 
the continent. He replied that, after 
having forsaken his homeland for the 
service of Jesus Christ, he knew that 
God did not will his return. Faced 
with this manifestation of fidelity and 
firmness, the emissaries knelt and 
begged his pardon, but told him that 
his refusal would mean death for all 
of them…

In view of this injustice that would 
be committed against them, “the 
intrepid Irishman acceded and left 
the sanctuary that he had founded, 
his abode of twenty years, which 
he would see no more.”10 A trem-
or of sadness and apprehension ran 
through the monks and many were 
willing to accompany him into exile, 
an intention soon frustrated by the 
royal prohibition on leaving the mon-
astery, applied to those who were not 
Irish.

Following this episode, Colum-
ban would yet traverse various re-

The holy abbot did not hesitate to 
openly reprove the bad customs of 

the time

St. Columban, by Antonio Rodríguez -  
Art Museum of Querétaro (Mexico)

“If you come here to destroy our 
monastery, your kingdom will be 
destroyed, together with all your 

descendants.”

Queen Brunhilda, by Mary Evans
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gions of Gaul, performing 
miracles and portents. On 
one occasion, he reiterated 
the curse that the Most High 
had decreed against the royal 
family, ordering one of the 
guards to convey this mes-
sage to Theodoric: “Tell your 
friend and lord that in three 
years he and his children will 
be annihilated and that his 
entire race will be extirpated 
by God.”11 

Columban passed through 
the court of Chlothar II, 
king of Neustria – present-
day northern France – and 
there predicted that one day 
he would reign over all the 
Franks.

Last years of an arduous struggle

Finally he decided to set out for 
Italy, fertile ground for the apostolate, 
where paganism and Arianism were 
threatening the Church’s growth. 
Although an Arian, the king of the 
Lombards, Agilulf, received him be-
nignly. Immediately upon his arrival 
in Milan, Columban began to write 
against the perfidious heresy that 
held sway, chiefly among the Lom-
bard nobility.

The king did not withdraw his 
friendship on that account, but gave 
him land in a region called Bob-
bio, where the abbot restored an old 
church dedicated to St. Peter and built 
his last monastery, which became an 
enduring stronghold of orthodoxy 
against the Arians and a centre of sci-
ence and learning that would illumin-
ate all of northern Italy. Its school 

1 ÁLVAREZ GÓMEZ, CMF, 
Jesús. Historia de la vida reli-
giosa. Madrid: Publicaciones 
Claretianas, 1987, v.I, p.433.

2 GIANELLI, Antonio. Vita di 
San Colombano abbate irlan-
dese. Torino: Fontana, 1844, 
p.4.

3 Idem, p.5-6.
4 SCHNÜRER, apud ECH-

EVERRÍA, Lamberto de et al. 
(Org.). Año Cristiano. Madrid: 
BAC, 1959, v.IV, p.433.

5 ECHEVERRÍA, Lamber-
to de et al. (Org.). Año Cris-

tiano. Madrid: BAC, 1959, 
v.IV, p.433.

6 GUÉRIN, Paul. Le petits bol-
landistes. Vies des Saints. 7.ed. 
Paris: Bloud et Barral, 1882, 
v.XIII, p.530.

7 BENEDICT XVI. General 
Audience, 11/6/2008.

8 Cf. GUÉRIN, op. cit., p.531.
9 Idem, p.532.
10 Idem, p.533.
11 Idem, p.534.
12 BENEDICT XVI, op. cit.

and library, rich in codices, became 
one of the most famous of the Middle 
Ages.

During the three years he spent 
in Bobbio, his prophecy concerning 
Theodoric’s family came true. The 
latter died suddenly at the age of 26, 
Queen Brunhilda was brutally mur-
dered, and the king’s two eldest sons 
were massacred. As for Chlothar II, 
he became, by dint of blood and iron, 
the sole king of all the Franks as the 
Saint had foretold. 

The end of his days

In Italy, the venerable abbot ended 
his days clothed in the same zeal that 
had set him on the road to sanctity. 
Seeking even greater solitude than 
he had in the monastery, he found a 
cave in Bobbio which he converted 
into a chapel dedicated to the Blessed 

Virgin. There he spent his last days 
in fasting and prayer, returning to 
the monastery only on Sundays and 
feast days. On November 21, 615, he 
left this world to dwell with God in 
the company of the Angels and the 
Saints.

In the words of Benedict XVI, 
“St. Columban’s message is concen-
trated in a firm appeal to conversion 
and detachment from earthly goods, 
with a view to the eternal inherit-
ance. […] He was a tireless builder of 
monasteries as well as an intransigent 
penitential preacher who spent every 
ounce of his energy on nurturing 
the Christian roots of Europe which 
was coming into existence. With his 
spiritual energy, with his faith, with 
his love for God and neighbour, he 
truly became one of the Fathers of 
Europe.”12 

In Bobbio, St. Columban built his last monastery; from there he retired to a cave,  
where he lived in fasting and prayer until the day of his death

The Abbey of St. Columban, Bobbio (Italy)
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the war of Canudos

Analysing Brazilian history we find, as if buried under the veils of 
time, the destruction of a city which bears some analogy to the 
unjust and criminal hatred of the world towards Christ’s elect. 

f you were of the world, the 
world would love its own; 
but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the 

world, therefore the world hates you” 
(Jn 15:19). How harsh these words of 
the Divine Master seem! Those who 
choose the path of justice, of living 
as God wills, must bear the terrible 
weight of being surrounded by hatred.

And this is not something new; it 
goes back to ancient times. As is well 
described in one of St. John’s epistles, 
this hatred spans the centuries, from 
the righteous Abel down to our own 
day. Indeed, Cain committed the first 
fratricide “because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother’s righteous” 
(1 Jn 3:12).  

Examining Brazilian history we 
find, as if buried under the veils of 
time, the destruction of a city which 
bears some analogy to this same un-
just and criminal hatred of the world.

A natural leader

When Antonio Vicente Mendes 
Maciel, nicknamed the “Counsel-
lor” – a tall, thin and elderly man of 
light complexion, with respectable 
hair and beard, clad in a coarse tunic 

and carrying a thick staff – beheld 
the flourishing of his masterpiece, 
the city of Canudos, he saw in it, in 
some way, the corollary of his life’s 
trajectory. 

Born in 1828, in what was then 
the Province of Ceará, he lost his 
parents at a young age. As an adult, 
some years after being abandoned by 
his wife, he started building churches 

and cemeteries to earn a living. His 
ability and the sincerity of his con-
duct in his dealings with the people 
of the region led him to be regarded 
as a natural leader and confidant. 
According to the famous historian 
of Canudos, Euclides da Cunha,1 the 
Counsellor dominated among those 
people without even trying. 

This general feeling only in-
creased over the more than thirty 
years that he roamed over the North-
east until finally settling in Canudos 
in 1893.

The backcountry in the 
time of the Counsellor 

The Counsellor’s times were not 
good ones, and the people needed 
help. After the proclamation of the 
republic, the state of Bahia was em-
broiled in numerous partisan dis-
putes, whether over political matters, 
or the personal interests of the au-
thorities. It is said that the corruption 
reached such a point that the inhabit-
ants feared the police more than the 
bandits…2

Unfortunately, the clergy also 
left much to be desired. Sad is the 
lot of the sheep whose shepherds are 

Owing to his ability and the sincerity 
of his conduct, Antonio Counsellor 

was a natural leader

Sketch of Antonio Counsellor  
published in the “O Frivolino” 

Newspaper, in February of 1897
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far from identifying with Jesus 
Christ and, in the places where 
Antonio Maciel passed, there was 
no lack of priests who meddled 
in worldly matters to the point of 
placing their sheep in peril – even 
physically. To cite one example, 
a certain parish priest, Olym-
pio Campos, up to his neck in 
political quarrels, actually com-
manded a group of criminals in 
1895… The wrongdoing of the 
authorities contributed to under-
mining the people’s confidence in 
them.

The town of Canudos

At this juncture, the Counsel-
lor was working in an opposite direc-
tion. Disillusioned with life and well 
aware of the reality that surrounded 
him, he began to protect the needy 
and promote a righteous life. By 
force of his influence, he began to 
attract a numerous retinue behind 
him. In search of peace, he decided 
to retire to an abandoned farm in Ba-
hia, on the banks of the Vaza-Barris 
River. Thus began the town of Belo 
Monte, better known as the village of 
Canudos, which quickly became one 
of the largest settlements in the state 
at the time, with almost twenty-five 
thousand inhabitants.

In the village’s last years, visitors 
arriving there would find a single 
street leading to the square, where 
there were two churches, one of them 
still under construction. The houses 
followed one after the other, forming 
veritable labyrinths, due to the or-
ganicity with which they were built. 
Among its inhabitants, there was no 
room for idleness: there was work 
in the fields, craftsmanship, studies 
in the schools… It was a true oasis 
of prosperity in the midst of the arid 
backcountry.

At the end of the day, to the sound 
of the bells in honour of the Mother 
of God, Antonio exhorted the people 
of Canudos for one, two or even three 

hours. It depended on the importance 
of the subject. The preaching could 
deal with the Ten Commandments, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, or even the 
importance and benefits of attending 
Holy Mass and patience in suffering, 
among other topics. By means of his 
apostolate, he created in the city a 
sort of rule, a modus vivendi based on 
the Decalogue and Church doctrine, 
values that the laxity of the time had 
led many to forget.

Antipathies emerge

Evidently, such an unusual way of 
life would not fail to attract antipathy. 
Well before he settled on the banks 
of the Vaza-Barris River, Antonio 
had already been the target of serious 
calumnies. He was once arrested, 
taken to the Bahian capital and then 
to Ceará, for an alleged atrocity: the 
murder of both his mother and his 
wife! Until it was discovered that he 
had been motherless since the age of 
six and that his wife was still alive…

Again, he was defamed before the 
Primate of Bahia, who issued a cir-
cular to the clergy, with orders to op-
pose his preaching.3 However, it does 
not seem that the people listened 
to such recommendations, since, 
a year later, we see the same Arch-
bishop resorting to the civil power 

to achieve his aims. The governor of 
the province, although he did not see 
anything incriminating in the case, 
eventually gave in and requested 
that Antonio be committed to a men-
tal hospital in Rio de Janeiro, which 
nearly happened…

Finally, in 1895, Joaquim Manuel 
Rodrigues Lima, governor of Bahia, 
in partnership with the Metropolitan 
Archbishop, sent an Italian Capuchin 
called John Evangelist to Canudos, 
with the task of bringing the rebels 
back into ecclesiastical and civil 
communion, from which they had 
supposedly strayed.

The mission lasted a week: from 
May 13 to 21. John Evangelist, who 
from the outset did not show the 
most affable dispositions towards 
Canudos and its leader, began his 
task.4 Throughout the sermons, at-
tended by some 6,000 people, un-
comfortable interventions were 
made. Antonio Counsellor, as much 
as he tried to facilitate the mission-
ary’s discourses, could not hold back 
a certain polemic spirit that arose 
among the people.

Such was the climate created that 
John Evangelist could not bear it and 
ended his work ex abrupto, justify-
ing it later in a rather biased report. 
From then on, a series of suspicious 

Canudos was an oasis of prosperity within the arid expanses of the backcountry

Illustration representing the village of Canudos around 1875; inset, photograph from that 
time. Previous page, military operation plan for the war in the State of Bahia in 1897
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coincidences would lead to the city’s 
complete obliteration. To gain some 
background in the events immedi-
ately leading up to the infamous War 
of Canudos, let us take a look at the 
statement made by a Bahian federal 
deputy in 1899.

The war: “the epitome 
of perversity”

“The Canudos War was the epit-
ome of human perversity… The state 
justice system was not concerned 
with the inhabitants of that village. 
No case had been brought against 
them. Not one of them was list-
ed in the state registry office as an 
offender.

“There was nothing extraordinary 
afoot with Antonio Counsellor and 
those who accompanied him.

“No one denies what kind of life 
the inhabitants of Canudos led: they 
planted, harvested, raised livestock, 
built and prayed.

“They were rough, unlettered, and 
perhaps fanatical about their leader, 
whom they considered a Saint, and 
not at all concerned with politics.

“However, Antonio Counsellor 
professed to be a monarchist. It was 
his right, a sacred right, which no one 
could dispute in a democratic repub-
lican regime. There is no act on his 

part or on that of his followers that 
could lead to the assumption that he 
intended to oppose the government of 
the republic.”5 

The massacre unfolds

Well, this is how the tragedy 
began: as the new church in Canudos 
was about to be roofed, some men 
went to buy wood in Juazeiro, which 
was not an unprecedented occur-
rence. A local judge was informed – it 
is not clear by whom – that Antonio 
Counsellor on his way with the hein-
ous intention of invading and plun-
dering the city. Valid proof? None. 
The result was that a detachment of 
the army left, not for Juazeiro, where 
the hypothetical danger was, but to 
fall upon the population of Canudos. 
After a cruel confrontation, about one 
hundred and fifty of the Counsellor’s 
followers lay dead. The members of 
the army, not content, looted and set 
fire to the site where the offensive 
had taken place.

The calumnies would soon take on 
new dimensions: the media – if the 
reader will permit the anachronism 
– was up to the task. It spread word 
around the country that Canudos, an 
“immense legion”, with state-of-the-
art weapons, financial backing and 
officers, was fiercely attacking the 

government. For Brazilians of vari-
ous latitudes who had never heard 
of the settlement of Belo Monte, the 
normal reaction was to look askance 
at the Bahian town. The way was now 
clear for the State to act with an iron 
fist.

The epic feats undertaken by the 
Counsellor’s cohorts in defence of 
their lives and ideals are truly impres-
sive. Suffice it to say that to destroy 
Canudos required four army exped-
itions – the last of which included 
no less than three generals – with all 
that this entails. Such was the hatred 
of the troops that not even the elder-
ly, women and children were spared. 
After a few months, everything had 
been reduced to ashes…

The distortion of the 
image of Canudos

But that was not enough. It was 
also necessary to destroy the mem-
ory of that city. The distortions of 
the image of Canudos continued to 
proliferate after its devastation. It 
would be labelled by historians as a 
group of fanatics, guided by a man 
obsessed with religion, for some, or 
by politics, for others. However, as 
noted by Ataliba Nogueira,6 one of 
the pioneers in the historical recon-
struction of Canudos, the analysis of 

The resistance of the Counsellor’s cohorts in defence of their lives and ideals was impressive: to overthrow the 
inhabitants of Canudos, four army campaigns were necessary

The War of Canudos, by Angelo Agostini
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1 Cf. CUNHA, Euclides da. 
Os sertões. Campanha de 
Canudos. São Paulo: Atel-
iê Editorial, Imprensa Oficial 
do Estado, Arquivo do Estado, 
2001, p.267.

2 Cf. NOGUEIRA, Atali-
ba. Antônio Conselheiro e 
Canudos. Revisão histórica. 
São Paulo: Editora Nacional, 
1974, p.12.

3 Among other things, the Arch-
bishop said that it had come 

to his attention that Antonio 
Counsellor preached “supersti-
tious doctrines” and an “exces-
sively rigid morality”. Leaving 
aside the vague character of the 
accusations, we merely point 
out that His Excellency over-
stepped his purview, for his 
central argument in taking this 
measure was that a layman, 
for the simple fact of not be-
longing to the Hierarchy, could 
not teach Catholic doctrine, 

however learned and virtu-
ous he might be (cf. VASCON-
CELLOS, Pedro Lima. Arque-
ologia de um monumento. Os 
apontamentos de Antônio Con-
selheiro. São Paulo: É Real-
ização, 2017, p.150). Although 
a bit shocking, this same objec-
tion will resurface later, on the 
lips of Friar John Evangelist.

4 Although the Capuchin friar 
did not find in Counsellor’s 
preaching any deviation in 

matters of religious zeal, disci-
pline or Catholic orthodoxy, he 
deemed him a heretic for lec-
turing and gathering the people 
without the authorization of the 
clergy (cf. Idem, p.160-161).

5 ZAMA, César, apud NOGUE-
IRA, op. cit., p.10-11.

6 NOGUEIRA, op. cit., p.41.

the Counsellor’s speeches, written by 
his own hand, sheds such light on his 
personality that it makes imperative 
a re-examination all that has been 
said about the town and its founder, 
in order to separate the false from the 
truthful accounts.

Since at least 1947, as a result of 
interviews with survivors of the War 
of Canudos and research in the field 
of Social Sciences, it was found that 
much of the information available up 
to that time not only lacked objective 
facts, but also basic elements in the 
interpretation of the subject. It was 
necessary, therefore, to retrace the 
story.

In spite of this, the topic con-
tinues to spark controversy, while 
certain aspects of the affair remain 
in darkness and mystery. Obviously, 
the complex disagreements of the 

inhabitants of Canudos with clerical 
figures – in which, it must be said, the 
latter were not exempt from blame 
– should in no way lead us to forget 
the sacred principle of authority in 
the Church. Nevertheless, the truth is 
that Canudos ended up becoming the 
symbol of a people who were unjustly 
calumniated and decimated.

Slander: the beginning of a process

If we focus solely on the spuri-
ous process that led to the destruc-
tion of Canudos, we will see that it 
is not altogether unknown, for many 
Christians have already experienced 
it first-hand. It was by this process 
that many members of the faithful 
suffered martyrdom at the beginning 
of the Church; by it, pious congrega-
tions were persecuted; by it, the light 
of shining stars was extinguished 

before the eyes of men. What can we 
say of a St. Joan of Arc, burned at 
the stake as a heretic? What of a St. 
Thomas More, beheaded as a crimin-
al for not yielding to a proud king and 
a prevaricating prelate? How sad to 
see the perverse tactic of the sons of 
darkness… defame to destroy.

The same played out at the death 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ! He, the sal-
vation not only of the Jewish people, 
but of all humanity, was denigrated, 
persecuted and finally crucified by 
the chief priests. After this, what else 
is there to say?

However, if it is true that time bur-
ies many things, it cannot hide the 
truth. Sooner or later, the truth always 
comes to light. Divine justice consti-
tutes the supreme court of appeal for 
all causes. Woe to those whom it con-
demns, for its sentence is eternal. 

The tactic that led to Canudos’ destruction was the same that has historically led countless Christians to martyrdom 

At left, a resistance fighter is taken prisoner by republican troops; at centre, survivors of the massacre;  
at right, ruins of Good Jesus Church in the town square
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ur readers now know 
countless cases of people 
who, in moments of af-
fliction, asked for Dona 

Lucilia’s intercession before God and 
were heard. However, Carla Maria 
Gonçalves took the opposite route: 
she called on God, and He sent Dona 
Lucilia to help her! With compelling 
simplicity she tells us her story, which 
started almost twenty-five years ago…

A series of misfortunes

Her family owned a trading com-
pany in the Brazilian city of Tere-
sina. In 1998, after the death of her 
father-in-law, it was discovered that 
he had left a bad legacy: huge debts, 
the payment of which led to the 
seizure of all the family business’ 
assets by the courts. Wih this, Carla 
and her husband were quickly left 
without even the necessary resour-
ces to support their three children, 
aged five, three and two. As a re-
sult, she was forced to leave them in 
Teresina in the care of their mater-
nal grandmother, so that the couple 
could seek better employment in 
the larger city of Fortaleza, moving 
into to her mother-in-law’s house 
there for this purpose.

How often we find ourselves faced with seemingly irreversible 
situations that lead us to think that nothing will be able to save us… 
But does this happen to the devotees of Doña Lucilia?

hiGhliGhts of dona luCilia’s interCession

Soon her husband was hired to 
work in a city in the interior of the 
state. This led to yet another painful 
separation, as there were no means 
for his wife to accompany him. Carla 
stayed at her mother-in-law’s house. 
There, however, her life was very 
hard. She was out all day looking for 
work, walking long distances, with-
out even enough money for a light 
meal.

“Those who sow in tears…”

After four months of fruitless 
searching, Carla was one day feeling 
particularly disheartened and hun-

gry. It was then that she sat down on 
a wooden bench in the public square 
and began to “talk to God” about her 
sad situation, asking Him for help to 
get at least enough to eat. 

She relates: “There I was, looking 
up at the sky, when a very distin-
guished lady appeared in front of me, 
dressed in black and using a cane, and 
asked me: ‘My dear, is there a place 
nearby where can we have a meal?’ 
I thought: ‘My God! I am hungry, 
talking to You, and You send me a 
woman asking me this?’ The woman 

Huge debts, seizure 
of assets, separation 
from the children, 
unemployment: this 
was the bad legacy 
Carla received 
with her father 
in law’s death Carla beside the statue of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary
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repeated her question and I answered 
that there was a restaurant nearby. 
She then asked me to accompany her 
there. I offered her my arm for her to 
lean on and we walked for a block 
while talking; she smiled, and we 
went on quietly until the end of the 
road.”

At the restaurant, the distin-
guished lady ordered her dish and 
asked Carla: 

“And you, what will you have?”
“No, no, ma’am… I won’t have 

anything. I don’t even have a penny 
for food! I’m destitute.”

“My dear, I am not asking you how 
much you have in your pocket; I am 
inviting you to lunch with me.”

“…will reap with joy!”

Deeply moved, Carla accepted 
the invitation. After their meals ar-
rived, the distinguished lady made 
the sign of the cross and prayed for a 
long time before starting to eat. They 
had a pleasant conversation and Carla 
felt entirely at ease to tell her about 
all the trials and tribulations that her 
family was undergoing. The kind 
lady listened attentively and gave 
her some precious advice: “My dear, 
have recourse to Our Lady and great 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
They never fail! Confidence! It is at 
such times that we must draw nearer 
to them.” 

When lunch was over, the two of 
them walked toward a broad avenue. 
When they had arrived, Carla asked 
the lady where she was going. She 
answered, pointing to the building of 
the Law Faculty. Carla instinctively 
turned towards the direction indicat-
ed. When she turned back to the lady, 
she had disappeared. Perplexed, she 
looked for her nearby but to no avail. 
She then returned to the restaurant, ex-
plained the case to the waiter and they 
both went out to look for her. They did 
not find her, but Carla felt very happy 
and comforted when she returned to 
her mother-in-law’s house. 

supernatural manifestations, had ap-
peared to her as an elderly woman.

An unexpected encounter

Some years later, the family began 
to frequent the house of the Heralds 
of the Gospel in Fortaleza. In 2018, 
her eldest daughter received an al-
bum containing many photographs 
of Dona Lucilia. Arriving home, she 
called her mother to look at it togeth-
er. What was Carla’s surprise when 
she came across a photograph of 
Dona Lucilia wearing a black dress, 
looking very distinguished and using 
a cane! She recounts: “I immediately 
knelt down, started to cry and said: 
‘This is the lady who gave me food!’”

This is how Carla was able to iden-
tify the discreet and kind lady who 
had supported and counselled her in 
a moment of extreme distress. She 
went immediately to the house of the 
Heralds, where she told the whole 
story to the priest who lived there. He 
assured her that the lady’s maternal 
manner and affection left no doubt 
that she was indeed Dona Lucilia.

Carla closes her account with this 
expressive testimony: “It was then 
that I understood that Dona Lucilia 
had been protecting our family for 
many years, because there were many 
opportunities for us to go astray, and 
to lose our faith, but she accompan-
ied us. The advice she gave me on 
that occasion still echoes in my heart 
to this day and sustains me in many 
adversities.”

Rare and very aggressive cancer

Carla herself also recounts how, 
recently, Dona Lucilia obtained from 
God another great favour: the full re-
covery of a niece of hers, Maria Isa-
bela Moura Pinto.

She tells us that in mid-July of 
2021, Maria Isabela, who was only six 
years old at the time, was diagnosed 
with a brain neoplasm, of a size and 
density that indicated the worst. Two 
days later, this fear was confirmed 

Shortly after this auspicious epi-
sode, her husband returned to Forta-
leza and told her that he was already 
able to afford a house in the city 
where he was working. Carla didn’t 
need more than three days to get 
a good job herself. In a short time 
the family was reunited and well 
settled. 

For many years Carla would re-
peat full of gratitude to her chil-
dren: “One day I was hungry and 
Our Lady came to feed me.” She 
said this because she imagined that 
this charitable lady was the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary, even though she 
did not understand why Our Lady, 
who always appears young in her 

Seeing the 
photograph,  
she immediately 
knelt down, started 
to cry and said: 
“This is the lady 
who gave me food!”

Dona Lucilia around the year 1960
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when a clinical oncologist, a special-
ist in brain tumours in children, pro-
nounced the following evaluation: it 
was a rare and very aggressive form 
of cancer, which should be removed 
as soon as possible; the surgery, how-
ever, was very risky, because invasive 
procedures of this type could leave 
sequela such as blindness, paralysis 
or other disabilities.

Then the first difficulty arose: 
finding a surgeon in Teresina who 
was an expert in that field, and who 
would agree to perform the operation. 
This task was left to Maria Isabela’s 
mother. Carla, for her part, started 
looking for a priest, since her niece 
had not yet been baptized. Mean-
while, Maria Isabela experienced se-
vere headaches and was hospitalized 
to receive the necessary medication.

Finally, when the required spe-
cialist had been found, he scheduled 
her for immediate surgery, since the 
tumour was growing rapidly. How-
ever, they still needed someone to 
administer the Sacrament of Bap-
tism for Maria Isabela… Having ex-
hausted all efforts to find a minister, 
Carla received advice from a priest 
friend who lived in another state, to 
the effect that in this case, anyone 
could administer Baptism to the girl 
as a matter of urgency. On the eve of 
her surgery, she was baptized by her 
mother, while Carla entrusted her to 
the care of Dona Lucilia.

The procedure was expected to 
last eight hours, but, to the surprise 
of the family, it was successfully 
completed within five hours. After 
two days in the ICU, Maria Isabela 
was transferred to a room and was 
discharged in short order. As the re-
sults of the tests on the excised tu-
mour took a long time to arrive, the 
paediatric oncologist decided to start 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

“Thank you Dona Lucilia!”

The difficulties and adverse re-
actions proper to these gruelling 

treatments were bravely overcome 
by Maria Isabela, while her aunt con-
tinued the prayers to Dona Lucilia.

In February 2022, the girl re-
turned to the hospital to have some 
routine examinations. While there, 
her eyesight suddenly failed and she 
could no longer see. Judging that the 
tumour had returned even more ag-
gressively, the doctors quickly admit-
ted her. 

On hearing the news, Carla im-
mediately prayed in front of a picture 
of Dona Lucilia, asking that if it was 
God’s will that her niece become 
blind, that He would at least grant 
her the grace of contemplating a pic-
ture of the Blessed Virgin for one last 
time. She then asked two Brothers of 

the Heralds of the Gospel who were 
passing through Teresina to take the 
Shrine of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary to the hospital. 

Shortly thereafter, Carla received a 
call from her sister stating that Maria 
Isabela’s vision was beginning to re-
turn. When the two missionaries ar-
rived at the hospital, the girl received 
them sitting up in bed, with normal 
vision, and prayed with them to Our 
Lady. From then on her sight has not 
failed again.

Maria Isabela was still under-
going her chemotherapy sessions. 
On April 7, she had a strong reaction 
to the treatment. What a surprise for 
her mother, however, when she heard 
from the doctor that the girl did not 
need to return to hospital: she was 
cured, and the medications had con-
sequently caused such a reaction. 

Carla’s joy was great when she 
heard the good news, as she tells us: 
“When my sister told me, I was in the 
car, on my way to an appointment, 
and I expressed my gratitude out 
loud: Thank you Dona Lucilia!”

Immediate solution to a 
distressing problem

On August 19, 2022, Bernar-
do José Eger – five-year-old son of 
Kevin  and Dailane Eger, residents of 
São Paulo – had to be admitted as an 
emergency patient due to disturbing 
convulsions. 

He arrived at the hospital almost 
unconscious, with his motor coordin-
ation seriously impaired. After ana-
lysing the various tests performed to 
identify the cause of the convulsions, 
a doctor told them that, in addition to 
other characteristic symptoms, the 
boy’s rigid neck indicated the possi-
bility of meningitis. A few hours 
later, another specialist confirmed 
his colleague’s dreaded evaluation 
and requested an examination of the 
cerebrospinal fluid, to verify the pro-
gression of the disease and determine 
the appropriate treatment. 

The girl was 
diagnosed with a rare 
and very aggressive 
form of cancer,  
so they decided to 
entrust her to the 
care of Dona Lucilia

Maria Isabela receives the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
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Dailane relates: “When the doctor 
confirmed the diagnosis and asked for 
the cerebrospinal fluid examination, at 
that very moment we placed Bernardo 
into the hands of Dona Lucilia Corrêa 
de Oliveira, Dr. Plinio’s mother, to 
whom we have a special devotion.”

After an hour of anxiety and pray-
ers, Kevin and Dailane were sum-
moned to be informed of the result 
of the examination. She recounts: 
“To the surprise of the medical team, 
as well as ours, the fluid showed no 
alteration whatsoever. The medical 
evaluation, which had already been 
done twice, was repeated a third time, 
with the same good result: no neck 
rigidity, the fever had diminished, 
everything was normalized. It was a 
miracle worked by the intercession of 
Dona Lucilia!”

Bernardo had to remain in hospital 
for a few more days for medical “in-
vestigations” in which he was found 
to be totally normal and healthy. “On 
August 24 we returned home as if 
nothing had happened. Praise be to 
God and Our Lady in their Angels 
and Saints! Thank you Dona Lucilia,” 
concludes Dailane.

A desolate outlook

In January 2020, Maysa Harumi 
Bertoni was six months pregnant 

with her daughter Cecilia, and up 
until then everything had been nor-
mal. However, an obstetric ultra-
sound examination with Doppler 
Flowmetry revealed the existence of 
two pseudocysts in the baby’s brain 
region.

This was disturbing news for 
Maysa and her husband Nilson Ber-
toni Junior, residents in São Paulo – 
especially considering that the couple 
had not been successful in their 
previous pregnancy. They began to 
recite a daily rosary of aspirations 
together, asking for the intervention 
of Dona Lucilia to free the baby of the 
pseudocysts, as long as this was in 
accordance with the designs of Div-
ine Providence.

The obstetrician responsible for 
the case requested the repetition of 
the same examination every fort-
night, in order to follow the evolu-
tion of the pseudocysts. In all the 
examinations the presence of the 
two growths was identified; how-
ever, the doctor opted to only take 
any action after the birth of the 
baby. As time went by, the parents’ 
affliction increased, but they con-
tinued to fervently recite the daily 
rosaries of aspirations, asking for 
the intervention of their kindly 
intercessor.

Cecilia was born on April 6. Be-
cause of the pregnancy history, the 
obstetrician ordered another ultra-
sound examination in order to check 
the status of the pseudocysts. “The 
results were the same, now with a 
diagnosis of choroid plexus cysts, 
and referral to neurosurgery was 
indicated,” recounts Nilson. This 
bad news in no way shook the con-
fidence of the family, who remained 
firm in the recitation of the rosaries 
of aspirations. Three months later, 
as soon as it was possible to carry 
out the planned surgical interven-
tion, the neurologist requested an-
other ultrasound of the brain for a 
precise evaluation.

Nilson tells us: “On July 31, after 
a thorough, detailed and meticulous 
examination, the doctor presented the 
following result: ‘Ultrasonographic 
study of the encephalon with no evi-
dence of abnormalities.’ Through the 
intercession of the very kind Dona 
Lucilia, the grace had been obtained.”

*     *     *
May the above facts serve to re-

inforce and increase in us the con-
viction that Dona Lucilia, with her 
characteristic goodness and maternal 
compassion, always comes to the aid 
of those who, trusting in God, know 
how to invoke her in their needs. 

As a kind and 
compassionate 
mother, Dona Lucilia 
heard the cries 
of those in need, 
and obtained the 
favours requested

At left, Bernardo José Eger with  
pictures of both Dona Lucilia and  

Dr. Plinio; at right, Nilson Bertoni Júnior 
with his family

R
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n

R
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n

Contents  Contents



A

42      Heralds of the Gospel · November 2022

Colombia – On September 2, the Church of Our Lady of Fatima in Tocancipá welcomed the Most Rev. Héctor 
Cubillos Peña, Bishop of Zipaquirá, who administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to young people from both  
the male and female sector of the Heralds of the Gospel (photos 1 and 2). On August 4 and 26, respectively,  
the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart Mary visited the elderly at the St. Elizabeth Foundation in Envigado 
(photo 5) and the sick at the General Hospital of Medellin (photos 3 and 4).
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Paraguay – On August 6, the Heralds of the Gospel participated in the transfer of the statue of Our Lady of the 
Assumption, the national Patroness, from her oratory in the National Pantheon of Heroes, in Asunción, to the 
cathedral (photos 1 and 2). On June 23, Senator Oscar Rubén Salomón, president of the Senate, consecrated the 
work of the National Congress to the Virgin of Fatima. The ceremony took place in the Central Hall of the Legislative 
Palace and was attended by four other senators and officials from the country’s two legislative chambers (photo 3).
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Italy – A visit to the city of Albano di Lucania, in the Province of Potenza, was made in September with the Pilgrim 
Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, welcomed by the Bishop of Tricarico, Most Rev. Giovanni Intini, by  
Fr. Domenico Fanuele, parish priest of Santa Maria Assunta Church, and the municipal mayor, Bruno Santamaria. 
Eucharistic Celebrations, Sacramental Confessions, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, processions, catechesis, 
meditated Rosaries and visits to the sick, shops and schools marked the days of the mission.
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book authored by Fr. Ricardo José Basso entitled Why 
Consecrate Myself to Our Lady? was released in Caieiras 

(São Paulo State) on September 3 (photos 1 and 4). The work 
was written in answer to requests made by students of the 
Course on Consecration to the Blessed Virgin according to the 
method of St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, which the 
priest offers on the Reconquest Catholic Formation Platform.

Fr. Ricardo Basso also took part in the launching of 
the book in the Brazilian cities of Montes Claros (Minas 
Gerais), on September 7 (photo 5); and Belém (Pará), be-
tween October 1 and 2, at the Basilica of Our Lady of Naza-
reth (photo 2), at Holy Cross Parish, and in the Church of 
St. John the Baptist and Our Lady of Graces, in the Icoaraci 
district (photo 3).
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Orthodox archbishop 
converts to Catholicism 

A former archbishop of the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church of the Kharkiv-Poltava dio-
cese, Ihor Isichenko, one of the coun-
try’s most eminent religious leaders, 
joined the Greek-Catholic Church of 
Ukraine in communion with Rome 
earlier this year. He was followed by 
a good number of his parishes, which 
now form part of the Ukrainian Cath-
olic Exarchate of Kharkiv and the 
Archieparchy of Kiev.

His seven-year conversion process 
began when he realized that union 
was not feasible among the Orthodox, 
in view of the deep divisions among 
them. It was then that he decided to 
join the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, assuming the status of Arch-
bishop emeritus and being placed at 
the head of a branch of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University.

Catholic majority in 
Northern Ireland

The census published on Septem-
ber 22 by the Northern Ireland Sta-
tistics and Research Agency pointed 
to a historic change: for the first time 
since the island’s division, Catholics 
outnumber Protestants in Northern 
Ireland. The 2021 Census data shows 
that 42.3% of the country’s popu-
lation declare themselves Catholic, 
while the Protestant figure is 37.3%.

Another important element of the 
information published in the census 
is the relationship between religion 

and the age group of the population: 
54% of those who call themselves 
Catholic are under thirty-five years 
of age. 

of the church and the destruction of 
several images. In addition, the sol-
diers scattered anti-personnel mines 
in and around the sacred edifice: on 
the floor, in the pews and even behind 
liturgical books. 

After the departure of the military, 
parishioners and volunteers offered 
to carefully deactivate the mines and 
restore the site. Since February 2021 
several churches, convents and hospi-
tals have been targeted by the army.

Brazilians want to be 
“deleted” from the internet

A survey conducted in August by 
NordVPN, a VPN service provider, 
revealed that about 20% of Brazil-
ians would like to be deleted from the 
internet. 

According to the survey, 32% 
of the population believe that their 
personal data has been exploited by 
companies, and 30% do not trust the 
internet. To have their information 
deleted, 46% of those interviewed 
would pay up to five hundred reals, 
and 3% even more than five thou-
sand. Finally, 40% of Brazilians be-
lieve that digital platforms take up 
too much of their time.

Marian march through 
towns in Brittany

From June 18 to September 11, the 
inhabitants of various cities in Brit-
tany in western France were able to 
take part in a great Marian proces-
sion: the Troménie de Marie. 

For twelve weeks, a statue of Our 
Lady of France, transported in a 
horse-drawn carriage from Nantes, 

Brazilian highways provided with 
Blessed Sacrament chapels

Truck drivers and travellers using 
Brazilian highways now have an 
“oasis” on their route: chapels with 
the Blessed Sacrament, giving them 
access to Eucharistic adoration, Mass 
and Confession. The construction of 
these oratories began in 1992, on the 
initiative of Janeth Vaz, owner of a 
petrol station chain. Today there are 
seven such chapels in four states of 
Brazil: Pará, Goiás, Mato Grosso and 
Minas Gerais.

The chapels are dedicated to dif-
ferent invocations of Our Lady, and 
in all of them the Blessed Sacrament 
is reserved and weekly Mass is held. 
Among the graces received by those 
who frequent the chapels, Janeth re-
counts two episodes of truck drivers 
who, due to various difficulties, were 
considering taking their own lives 
and desisted when they entered one of 
the oratories.

Church in Myanmar is blanketed 
with anti-personnel mines

As a result of the civil war be-
tween the national army and the 
People’s Defence Force, which has 
plagued Myanmar for decades, the 
Church of the Mother of God, locat-
ed in the small town of Moebye, was 
invaded by Burmese troops on Sep-
tember 8. The occupation lasted four 
days and resulted in the desecration 
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visited two hundred towns and the 
main Marian shrines of Brittany, fol-
lowing a route of 1,100 kilometres. 
The final destination was the Shrine 
of St. Anne d’Auray. 

The initiative, which aims to 
spread devotion to Our Lady, came 
from a group of lay people and enjoys 
the approval of the local ecclesiastical 
authorities. 

Colombian cathedral is 
target of vandalism

The Primate Cathedral of Colom-
bia, located in Bogota, was the target 
of an attempted arson attack on Sep-
tember 28. Hooded feminists, who 
were taking part in a demonstration 
for the legalization of abortion, threw 
flammable liquid on the wooden 
doors of the church and then set it 
alight. The assailants also covered the 

exterior walls with offensive graffiti. 
The quick intervention of the police 
prevented further damage. 

This is not the first time the cath-
edral has been the target of attacks. 
On March 20, a group of women 
interrupted the celebration of Holy 
Mass, climbing on the pews and 
shouting slogans against the Faith.  

Rome hosts Thomistic congress

From September 19-24, the Pontif-
ical University of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas (Angelicum) in Rome hosted the 
XI International Thomisic Congress. 
The theme of the event, which was at-
tended by more than 300 theologians 
from various countries, was: The Re-
sources of the Thomistic Tradition in 
the Current Context. 

Thomists from all over the world 
rejoiced at the success of the Con-

gress, since the last gathering of this 
magnitude organized by the Angel-
icum took place in 2003.

Pilgrimage gathers 300 
thousand youths in Argentina

The 43th edition of the Youth Pil-
grimage of Northeastern Argentina, 
held in September, brought together 
more than three hundred thousand 
people this year at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Itatí.

Delegations from ten Argentine 
dioceses participated in the pilgrim-
age. The young people, accompan-
ied by support vehicles, walked over 
seventy-two kilometres – the distance 
that separates the cities of Corrientes 
and Itatí. The solemn Mass was 
celebrated by the Most Rev. Andrés 
Stanovnik, OFM Cap, Archbishop of 
Corrientes.

Eucharist Found Intact  
in Burned Church

n the night of September 16, 
armed men broke into and set fire 

to St. Mary’s Church in the locality 
of Nchang, Cameroon. The criminals 
also kidnapped five priests, a nun and 
three lay people.

However, in the midst of this tragedy, 
a discovery was made that brought hope 

to the faithful. In a video released by the 
foundation Aid to the Church in Need, 
Bishop Aloysius Fondong Abangalo 
of the Mamfe diocese is seen walking 
through the rubble to the tabernacle of 
the church and retrieving a ciborium 
containing consecrated Hosts, which 
had remained intact despite the fire. 

Bishop Aloysius retrieves the 
consecrated Hosts from the tabernacle

Contents  Contents

https://gaudiumpress.ca


The Hopeless Monk

W
õ Sr. Marcela Alejandra Ruíz, EP

46      Heralds of the Gospel · November 2022

Now alone with the dying monk, Abbot Eustatius was 
amazed to hear what had just occurred. Even sick,  
with depleted strength and nearing death,  
Brother Cuthbert glowed with more joy  
than ever before! 

hile the first rays of 
the sun glimmered on 
the horizon, the bell of 
the Benedictine mon-

astery sounded. A new day of praise to 
Jesus had begun! Gradually windows 
and doors began to open, and the sun 
could extend its light and warmth to 
the interior of that blessed abode.

The life of Saint Benedict’s dis-
ciples has always been regulated by 
the deep, resonant tolling of the bell. 
It marks the beginning and end of 
each activity of the day: the times for 
work and prayer, meals and rest. 

Numerous monks lived in the mon-
astery. Abbot Eustatius was their su-
perior; Brother Norbert was bell-ring-
er; there were three cooks – Bothers 
Theodor, Sebastian, and Stephen; and 
the youngest monks were Brother 
Augustine and Brother Maurice. For 
the glory of God, by the intercession 
of the Blessed Virgin and the beloved 
founder, many others monks also dwelt 
under that same roof and grew in holi-
ness day by day, following the Rule of 
their order. Not everyone, however, fol-
lowed it down to the last detail…

One of the monks, Brother Cuth-
bert, was a case apart from the others. 
Baffled and blundering, he would ar-
rive late at almost every community 

act, day in and day out. And when he 
did manage to arrive on time, he was 
unprepared for the activity at hand: he 
would show up with his prayer book to 
work in the fields, with a hoe to chant 
the Psalms, with his Rosary to sit down 
for a meal; he would stumble into the 
church when it was time for bed and 
head for his cell at recreation hour.

The kindly monks did their best to 
help him. It was no rarity to see one of 
the monks leading Brother Cuthbert 
to the right place, at the right time and 
with the right trappings. But cooper-
ation and fraternal advice 
did not produce the ex-
pected result.

The poor befuddled 
fellow spent years in the 
same difficulty. Yet he man-
aged to face his daily hu-
miliations with acceptance, 
and continually manifest 
good cheer. He really did 
try to keep up with the com-
munity routine and, at times, 
he cried as he begged Heav-
en to grant him a change in 
behaviour. However, his 
failings continued to be the 
order of the day.

Despite the virtue of 
his religious brothers, im-

patience sometimes got the better of 
them. And there were moments when 
conversations like this could be heard:

“Brother Cuthbert is hopeless! Af-
ter living the monastic life for all of 
these years, he has never learned, to 
this day, to follow the holy Rule.”

“Now don’t be so hard on him, 
Brother Sebastian!” put in Brother Nor-
bert. “I always see him running to avoid 
being late. But it’s just that disaster 
strikes every time: he’s carrying what 
he shouldn’t be carrying, he mistakenly 
heads to the wrong place or trips over his 

story for Children... or for adults full of faith?

Given to mishaps and blunders, Brother 
Cuthbert arrived late at every community act…
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own feet and tumbles to the ground… 
Poor man, it’s never intentional.”

Brother Julian, older than the 
others, also came to his defence:

“Yes, let’s look at his good points! 
He really is blundering, but, on the 
other hand, nothing ever puts a damp-
er on his joy! Any one of us would 
have become discouraged long ago, 
but he always keeps up his spirits de-
spite his hardships. This man is never 
shaken in his resolve. I give my testi-
mony: Brother Cuthbert is a saint!”

“I am sorry, Brother Julian, but I 
cannot agree. I recognize that he always 
has an open and pleasant demeanour 
and a certain dogged persistence. How-
ever, it is common knowledge that the 
sanctification of a religious consists in 
following the holy Rule. If he breaks it 
so often with his shortcomings, he must 
not be as holy as you claim…”

These last words, proffered by 
Brother Stephen, sparked a full-
fledged controversy! Abbot Eustatius 
caught wind of the “uproar”, and head-
ed over to where the monks were gath-
ered. His fatherly but serious presence 
produced an immediate hush. Then, 
breaking the silence, he asked:

“What were you talking about, my 
sons?”

Each of them presented his point 
of view. With exemplary balance, Ab-
bot Eustatius listened and paid close 
attention to all. Finally, when the 
“hearing” was over, he said:

“We need to seek to understand 
what the Lord’s plan is for Brother 
Cuthbert. His tardiness and lapses are 
alarming indeed, and we no longer 
know what else can be done to help 
him improve. In all other respects, 
however, he is excellent: he displays 
filial submission to superiors, has sin-
cere admiration for all of his brothers 
and an excellent spiritual life! Have 
you ever watched him while he’s at 
prayer? His devotion is outstanding! 
When I see him pray, I’m moved to 
tears. And it saddens me greatly that 
he is known as ‘the hopeless monk’.”

The years passed. A severe winter 
arrived and Brother Cuthbert fell ser-
iously ill. He was now quite old and 
everything seemed to indicate that his 
days on this earth were drawing to a 
close.

One day, Brothers Augustine and 
Maurice – no longer the youngest in 
the monastery – were discussing the 
patient’s fate together.

“Brother Maurice, I am really con-
cerned about Brother Cuthbert’s sal-
vation. He never corrected his defect 
of lateness. How can he make it to 
Heaven without having succeeded in 
following the Rule?”

“I was wondering the same thing, 
Brother Augustine. I don’t think he 
would be condemned, but I imagine 
he would spend a considerable time in 
Purgatory. This matter keeps haunting 
me and I’ve been offering sacrifices 
and prayers for him.”

“I wonder what Abbot Eustatius 
think about all of this. Why don’t we 
go and ask him?” proposed Brother 
Augustine.

“Very well! Let’s ask him together.”
Each monk expressed his concern 

and then they asked the superior what 
he thought. He replied:

“I, too, have been pondering 
Brother Cuthbert’s case. He has many 
qualities, but he has not reached per-
fection. As a spiritual father, I must 
prepare him for his encounter with 
the Divine Judge. Go and gather the 
whole community together to pray for 
his passing.”

And he headed to where the “hope-
less monk” lay ailing.

Tap-tap-tap! He knocked on the 
door. The monk who had been tend-
ing to Brother Cuthbert opened it 
and left the cell so that the two could 
speak alone.

“My father! I knew you would 
come soon!” exclaimed the dying 
man in a fading voice.

“What is that, my son?”
The abbot was astonished. Even 

sick, with depleted strength and near-
ing death, Brother Cuthbert glowed 
with more joy than ever before! What 
could have happened? The dying man 
himself explained:

“Just now, an Angel came to me. He 
was holding a magnificent key in his 
hands, like nothing I have ever seen 
on earth. I asked him what it all meant, 
and he replied: ‘As soon as you die, I 
will open the gates of Paradise to you. 
This key is not made of precious metal; 
it is made of love of humiliation, ac-
ceptance of God’s will, gladness amid 
fraternal correction and desire for per-
fection. These are the virtues that open 
Heaven’s doors to you.’ And He bade 
me reveal this great grace to you.”

And that is exactly what happened! 
In a few hours, the entire monastery 
encircled Brother Cuthbert’s bed to 
contemplate his serene and happy 
death. Having lived in holy abandon-
ment to the will of God, without ever 
losing the desire for perfection despite 
his limitations, he ascended to a glori-
ous eternity. 

“As soon as you die, I will open the gates of Paradise to you!”
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The SainTS of each Day _______________________  november
1. Solemnity of All Saints.

Sts. Jerome Hermosilla and 
Valentine Berrio Ochoa, Bish-
ops, and Pedro Almato Ribeira, 
priest, martyrs (†1861). Spanish 
Dominican missionaries beheaded 
in Hai Duong, Vietnam.

2. Commemoration of All the 
Faithful Departed.

Blessed Margaret of Lor-
raine, widow (†1521). Duchess 
of Alençon, France, who after be-
ing widowed embraced the reli-
gious life in a monastery of Poor 
Clares that she herself had ordered 
to be built.

3. St. Martin de Porres, religious 
(†1639 Lima).

St. Berardo, bishop (†1130). 
Of noble lineage, he became a 
Benedictine at Monte Cassino. 
Raised to the episcopal see of the 
Diocese of Marsi, Italy, at the age 
of thirty, he fought against simony, 
dedicated himself to the restor-
ation of ecclesiastical discipline 
and protected the poor.

4. St. Charles Borromeo, bishop 
(†1584 Milan - Italy).

Blessed Helen Enselmini, vir-
gin (†1231). She received the hab-
it from St. Francis and had St. An-
thony of Padua as her spiritual 
director. While enduring a painful 
illness, she gave heroic proof of 
resignation.

5. Blessed Gomidas Keumurjian, 
priest and martyr (†1707). Born 
and ordained in the Church of Ar-
menia, he suffered greatly and 
was beheaded in Constantinople 
for maintaining and propagating 
the Catholic Faith professed at the 
Council of Chalcedon.

6. 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.

St. Winnoc, abbot (†c. 716). 
Disciple of St. Bertin, in the mon-
astery of Sithieu. Later he built 
the monastery of Wormhoult in 
France.

7. St. Vincent Grossi, priest (†1917). 
He founded the Institute of the 
Daughters of the Oratory in the 
Diocese of Cremona, Italy.

8. St. Adeodatus I, Pope (†618). He 
loved his clergy and his people 
with admirable simplicity and 
wisdom.

9. Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica.

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity, 
virgin (†1906). From childhood 
she sought the knowledge and 
contemplation of the Holy Trinity 
in the depths of her heart. She died 
at the age of 26 in the Carmel of 
Dijon, France.

10. St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doc-
tor of the Church (†461 Rome).

St. Baudolino, hermit (†eighth 
century). He was favoured with 
the gifts of miracle and prophecy. 
He died in Villa del Foro, Italy.

11. St. Martin of Tours, bish-
op (†397 Candes-Saint-Martin 
- France).

St. Theodore the Studite, ab-
bot (†826). Superior of the Stu-
dion Monastery in Constantinople, 
which was a school for scholars, 
Saints and martyrs, victims of the 
persecutions of the iconoclasts.

12. St. Josaphat, bishop and martyr 
(†1623 Witebsk - Belarus).

St. Diego of Alcalá, religious 
(†1463). A Spanish Franciscan 
who distinguished himself by his 
humility and charity in caring for 
the sick both in the Canary Islands 
and in the Monastery of Santa 
Maria in Aracœli in Rome.

13. 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Maxellendis, virgin and 

martyr (†670). She was killed by 
the sword of her suitor in Cam-
brai, France, for having chosen 
Christ as her spouse.

14. Blessed John Liccio, priest 
(†1511). Dominican religious, 
he was outstanding for his un-
tiring charity towards his neigh-
bour, commitment to the propaga-
tion of the Rosary and observance 
of the rule. He died in Caccamo, 
Italy, at the age of one hundred 
and eleven.

15. St. Albert the Great, bishop and 
Doctor of the Church (†1280 Co-
logne – Germany).

St. Leopold (†1136). Austrian 
prince nicknamed “the Pious”. He 
is venerated as the patron Saint of 
Austria.

16. St. Margaret of Scotland, queen 
(†1093 Edinburgh).
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St. Leopold the Pious -  
St. Michael’s Cathedral, Brussels
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The SainTS of each Day _______________________  november
St. Gertrude, virgin (†1302 

Helfta - Germany).
St. Agnes of Assisi, vir-

gin (†1253). The younger sis-
ter of St. Clare, she lived with her 
in the Convent of San Damiano 
and helped found the Franciscan 
Second Order.

17. St. Elizabeth of Hungary, wid-
ow (†1231 Marburg - Germany).

St. Lazarus of Constantin-
ople, monk (†c. 867). Born in Ar-
menia, he became a monk in Con-
stantinople. He was a great painter 
of sacred images. 

18. Dedication of the Basilicas of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles.

Blessed Grimoaldo of the 
Purification, religious (†1902). 
Passionist Brother who suffered 
a serious illness while preparing 
for the priesthood. He died a holy 
death at the age of eighteen in 
Ceccano, Italy.

19. Sts. Roque González, Alphonse 
Rodríguez and John del Cas-
tillo, priests and martyrs (†1628).

St. Mechtilde, virgin 
(†c. 1298). Religious of sublime 
doctrine and humility, she was 
the teacher of St. Gertrude the 
Great in the monastery of Helfta, 
Germany.

20. Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.

St. Sylvester, bishop (†c. 520-
530). Prelate of Chalon-sur-Saône, 
France. After forty years of priest-
hood, laden with many days and 
virtues, he went to meet the Lord.

21. Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary.

St. Gelasius I, Pope (†496). 
He clarified the dominions of tem-
poral and spiritual powers and 
their mutual independence. He 

died impoverished because of his 
great charity in helping the poor.

22. St. Cecilia, virgin and martyr 
(†century unknown Rome).

St. Ananias, martyr (†345). He 
died as a result of terrible torture 
inflicted during the persecution of 
King Shapur II in Persia.

23. St. Clement I, Pope and martyr 
(†first-century Crimeia). 

St. Columban, abbot (†615 
Bobbio - Italy).

Blessed Enrichetta Alfieri, 
virgin (†1951). Religious of the 
Sisters of Charity of St. Joan Anti-
da Thouret, who exercised her 
apostolate among prisoners in 
Milan, Italy.

24. Sts. Andrew Dung-Lac, priest, 
and companions, martyrs 
(†1625-1886 Vietnam).

St. Portianus, abbot (†d. 532). 
As a young slave, he sought ref-
uge and freedom in a monastery 

in the Clermont-Ferrand region 
of France, of which he became a 
monk and then abbot.

25. St. Catherine of Alexandria, 
virgin and martyr (†4thcentury 
Egypt).

St. Moses of Rome, priest and 
martyr (†251). Together with the 
presbyteral college, he cared for 
the Church after the martyrdom 
of Pope St. Fabian. He endured a 
long imprisonment before giving 
witness with his own blood to his 
faith in Christ.

26. Blessed Gaetana Sterni, widow 
(†1889). She was widowed very 
young and founded the Congrega-
tion of the Daughters of the Div-
ine Will to assist the poor and the 
sick.

27. First Sunday of Advent.

St. Virgilius, bishop (†784). 
Irish monk appointed Bish-
op of Salzburg, Austria. He built 
the Cathedral of St. Rupert and 
worked to spread the Faith in the 
region.

28. St. Theodora, abbess (†980). 
Disciple of St. Nilus the Younger 
and teacher of monastic life; she 
died near Rossano, Italy.

29. St. Francis Anthony Fasani, 
priest (†1742). Franciscan reli-
gious who died in Lucera, Italy. 
He was a man of great wisdom, 
built solidly on the practice of 
preaching and penance.

30. St. Andrew, Apostle.

Blessed Ludwik Roch Gietyn-
gier, priest and martyr (1941). 
Executed near Munich, Germany, 
at the time of the military occupa-
tion of Poland.
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St. Margaret of Scotland -  
St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh
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Humble Before Grandeur,  
Maternal with the Sinner
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midst the many difficul-
ties, problems and afflic-
tions that surround us, how 
often do we seek some 

form of solace! However, in a world 
awash with turmoil and violence, 
where can we find consolation? “O 
Voice of Christ, mysterious voice of 
grace that resounds in the silence of 
our souls, you murmur in the depths 
of our hearts words of sweetness and 
of peace.”1  Divine grace! It alone can 
give us a true serenity of conscience, 
peace of soul and spiritual sweetness.

Grace, this most precious gift of 
God, has a tabernacle from which it 
overflows and is poured out on all 
those who desire it: Mary Most Holy. 
“God the Father gathered all the wat-
ers together and called them the seas. 
He gathered all His graces together 
and called them Mary.”2 

A verse from the Gospel hymn the 
Magnificat proclaims the cause of 
the countless wonders of which Our 
Lady became the receptacle and dis-
penser: “He has regarded the low es-
tate of His handmaiden. For behold, 
henceforth all generations will call 
me blessed” (Lk 1:48). 

The Immaculate Virgin emptied 
herself completely of self and re-
mained without the slightest shadow 
of ambition; for this reason, the Most 
High was able to fill her soul with 

precious and incomparable streams 
of grace, the sign of His love.

From this perspective, the image 
of Our Lady of Graces evokes her 
special relationship with both the 
Creator and creatures.

Her attire is most simple and un-
adorned; She is portrayed as She pre-
sents herself to God. Mary Most Holy 
acknowledged herself as powerless 
before the Almighty; humble before 
Grandeur, nothing in face of Him 
who is everything!

At the same time, this image al-
lows us to see Her as the Lord re-
veals Her to humanity: overflowing 
with grace, rich in every gift, always 
welcoming “with open arms, [with] 
a smile on her lips, transmitting a 
loving invitation to draw near and 
converse with Her a little.”3  She 
is the Mediatrix of heavenly gifts, 
Mother of those who beg for fa-
vours, of the miserable, the afflicted, 
of those who need her triumphant 
intercession.

Another remarkable aspect of the 
statue is its whiteness. She appears all 
white, because She harbours only the 
purest intentions. She also conveys 
an idea of luminosity, of someone 
coming down from on high, while 
the gesture of her hands indicate her 
proximity and desire to be present so 
as to favour and enrich us with bene-

fits, by means of a maternal, majestic 
and affable intimacy. 

Would the reader not agree that the 
posture of the Queen of the Universe 
manifests a slight inclination towards 
the faithful at her sacred feet? Kneel-
ing before Her, we feel the unfailing 
solicitude that is poured out over each 
one of us, however sinful we may be, 
ready to lift us up, to support us in 
her arms, to caress us with her most 
beautiful hands, to cover us with her 
silken mantle, to surround us with the 
tender affection that overflows from 
her Immaculate Heart.

Therefore, with complete confi-
dence, let us place ourselves in the 
hands of this august Queen, so rich 
in every gift, but at the same time our 
most intimate Mother, always ready 
to meet our every need. 

1 SAINT-LAURENT, Thomas de. O livro 
da confiança. São Paulo : Retournarei, 
2019, p.13.

2 ST. LOUIS-MARIE GRIGNION DE 
MONTFORT. True Devotion to Mary, 
n.23. In God Alone, Bayshore, NY: Mont-
fort Publications, 1987, p.296.

3 CORRÊA DE OLIVEIRA, Plinio. 27 de 
novembro de 1830: Uma porta do Céu se 
abriu para o mundo [November 27, 1830: 
A Gate of Heaven Opened for the World]. 
In: Dr. Plinio. São Paulo. Year VIII. N.92 
(Nov., 2005); p.25.

Represented in this image, we see at once Our Lady’s Represented in this image, we see at once Our Lady’s 
simplicity towards God and her unfailing concern simplicity towards God and her unfailing concern 
towards her suppliant child.towards her suppliant child.

Ti
m

ot
hy

 R
in

g

Contents  Contents

https://catholicmagazine.news/author/uscarolinaamorimzandona/


NovemberNovember 2022  2022 ··  Heralds of the Gospel      Heralds of the Gospel      5151

Statue of Our Lady of Graces - Statue of Our Lady of Graces - 
Præsto Sum House  Præsto Sum House  

of the Heralds of the Gospelof the Heralds of the Gospel

Contents  Contents



Charity Unites Us to God
W

St. Clement of Rome,  St. Clement of Rome,  
by Silvestro dei Gherarducci - by Silvestro dei Gherarducci - 
British Library, LondonBritish Library, London

ho can describe the bond of God’s 
charity? Who will be able to ex-

press the perfection of its beauty? Un-
speakable is the height to which charity, 
our union with God, raises us. Charity 
covers a multitude of sins; charity bears 
all things, tolerates everything with pa-

tience. There is nothing foul or haughty in 
charity. Charity cannot endure division; 
it does not provoke rebellion. Charity does 
everything with harmony. In charity, all 
of God’s elect are perfect. Nothing lacking 
in charity is acceptable to God.

St. Clement of Rome
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