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Can. Giacinto Ballesio,  Can. Giacinto Ballesio,  
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St. John Bosco photographed in 1880, in Turin



Vol. 17, No. 183, January 2023

ContentS

Heralds of the Gospel Magazine Online

Editor:
Mario Luiz Valerio Kühl

Editorial Board: 
Severiano Antonio de Oliveira;  

Silvia Gabriela Panez;  
Marcos Aurelio Chacaliaza C.

Published by:
Virgin of Fatima Association

P. O. Box 724
Nobleton, ON  L0G 1N0
Phone: 1-800-674-3410  

Fax: 1-905-939-9778
www.virginfatima.org

E-mail: vfa@virginfatima.org
Canadian Publications Mail,  

Sales Agreement No. 40035333

United States:
Heralds of the Gospel Foundation

P.O. Box 42359
Houston, TX 77242

Phone: 281-676-8526
E-mail: hgmag@heraldsusa.org

Printed in India
at Anaswara Offset Pvt. Ltd., Cochin

© 2023 Heralds of the Gospel. All rights 
reserved. Permission is granted to reproduce 
any article, with credit given to Heralds of the 

Gospel Magazine, a copy of which must be sent 
to the Heralds of the Gospel. The authors are 
responsible for the content of their articles.

To subscribe, contact the Heralds at any  
of the addresses listed above

Get access to the magazine  
content directly from  

your cell phone

Access: catholicmagazine.news 

Church and World  
Events

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44

Heralds Worldwide

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40

Incomparable  
Maternal Solicitude

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36

The Battle of Rocroi –  
A Crossroads in  
French History

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

Story for Children... – 
The Forest Fire

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

The Saints of  
Each Day

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48

The Value of Time

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

St. Alberic – Leader of a 
Monastic Rebellion

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

God’s Chosen Ones

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

As the Twig Is Bent,  
So Grows the Tree

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

From Persecutors to 
Condemned

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

The Victory of Fidelity

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Gospel Commentary –  
Warriors of Light

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

The Voice of the Popes –  
Divine Interventions in  
Human Existence

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Justice Delays,  
But Never Fails (Editorial)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Our Readers Write  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

https://catholicmagazine.news/


4      Heralds of the Gospel · January 2023

Our readers Write

Innocence of  
a catholIc lady

Once again, Heralds of the Gos-
pel magazine reveals to us truths 
so forgotten that they are, in fact, 
unknown! The article Innocence 
Throughout Her Life, from the Oc-
tober issue, moves us to ask Dona 
Lucilia for the grace to practice true 
innocence, as she did throughout 
her life. Innocence that takes us on a 
“journey”: from the enchantment of 
her dazzling, legendary and detailed 
memories, to the fascination of her 
incompatibility with evil, unbear-
able to the devil, even in her child-
ish games. A “journey,” I repeat, 
but within the harmony of the same 
soul, the soul of a Catholic lady, and 
therefore of a true lady.

Antonio María Blanco Colao 
Via revistacatolica.org

StorIeS that do good  
to the Soul

Despite my sixty-eight years, I read 
the stories for children. It does much 
good to my spirit, my soul. The Hope-
less Monk, what a beautiful story! In 
reading it we understand that despite 
our shortcomings and mistakes, Our 
Lord forgives us with infinite mercy 
and love. 

I also read the story Angelic De-
livery. How often we forget that great 
protector, our Guardian Angel! I ap-
preciated it very much, especially the 
ending: prayer is very powerful; we 
must never give it up.

The article Humble Before Gran-
deur, Maternal with the Sinner was 
excellent as well. I have always trust-
ed in the Virgin Mary. Every day I 
give thanks to Her and to Our Lord 

for the new day I am given. More-
over, She is the great intercessor in 
our prayers and supplications to God 
the Father. Whenever I pray for some-
thing, I ask Her to help present my re-
quests. A lifetime will not be enough 
to thank Her for her intervention, and 
the graces I have received.

Luis Becerra Rojas 
Via revistacatolica.org

teachIngS that help uS to 
lIve the catholIc faIth

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias 
was quite right in his article An Invi-
tation to Confidence. Indeed, confi-
dence is a virtue that is little known 
and practised, since lack of faith dic-
tates that we must be self-sufficient 
in our everyday problems. But that 
is where, with the help of grace and 
prayer, the Blessed Virgin Mary goes 
to work in our heart. Otherwise, rely-
ing only on our human strength, we 
can do nothing. 

Thank you, Herald brothers, sis-
ters and priests, for your beautiful 
teachings that lead us to know and 
live our Catholic Faith in its fullness, 
that lead us to Jesus, Divine Majesty, 
and to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Queen of the Universe. 

Claudina Pinargote 
Via revistacatolica.org

an artIcle that gIveS 
uS much to ponder

Elizabeth II of England – Hu-
manity Bids Farewell to the Queen. 
What a lovely article to read, with 
a beauty that is not only literary but 
even lyrical! An article that gives 
us much, much food for thought… 
Farewell, Queen Elizabeth! Fare-
well, visible Christendom! At least 
in my heart, this Christendom will 
not die.

Andrea Moran Mina 
Via revistacatolica.org

aSkIng the InterceSSIon 
of dona lucIlIa

I read the article on Dona Lucilia: 
Boundless Maternal Solicitude. I be-
lieve in Dona Lucilia’s intercession 
for me. I ask her for the miraculous 
healing for my incurable disease 
neurofibromatosis; and also for my 
vocation, to know God’s will for me.

Luningning Borlagdan 
Via catholicmagazine.news

IncreaSIng our faIth, day by day

Thank you, Heralds of the Gospel, 
for always being with us, increasing 
our faith day by day, and for letting 
us know about the mission you carry 
out in all the countries where you are. 
May God bless you and never forsake 
you! I am grateful that you are in my 
life, together with Jesus and Mary.

Mirian del Rosario Parras 
Via revistacatolica.org

“maternal Zeal that 
demandS JuStIce”

What a beautiful text, Maternal 
Zeal that Demands Justice, on the 
back cover of the September issue. 
How wonderful is everything you 
teach and share with us about  faith in 
God and the Catholic religion!

Victoria Vanser 
Via revistacatolica.org

confIdence In mary

I was delighted with everything 
I read about our Mother Mary in the 
article An Invitation to Confidence, 
and I will read it again. Thank you very 
much for making it possible for me to 
read these articles. I ask you to keep 
the magazine coming in digital format, 
because there are many other articles I 
want to read. I am preparing to conse-
crate myself soon. May God and our 
Blessed Mother Mary bless you.

Teresa Baltodano 
Via revistacatolica.org
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Editorial

ustice is one of the divine attributes most often mentioned in the Holy Scriptures. 
It is already evident in the first sin of Adam and Eve, through the maximum pen-
alty applied by the Creator: the loss of grace and Paradise. Clemency was millen-

nia in coming, but the reward was worth the wait: the Son of God himself would be 
offered as ransom.

To atone for the fault, Christ became like us in all things except sin (cf. Heb 4:15). 
He who has the power to judge the living and the dead lowered himself to the condi-
tion of a criminal, despite being Innocence.

Nevertheless, Jesus’ trial was merely a pantomime. Falsely accused, one of His 
own betrays Him. The Sanhedrin disregards the entire legal process, infringing sev-
eral aspects of Jewish law, which the Pharisees so proudly “practised”. Finally, the 
Messiah is handed over to Pilate.

In a mock interrogation, the Lord declares before the governor that He has come 
“to bear witness to the truth” (Jn 18:37), to which the governor responds: “What is 
truth?” Our Lord is silent, as if revealing that He is Truth Incarnate. Admitting that 
he could find no guilt in the Innocent One, the praetor proposes to release Him, but 
the “public jury”, incited by the Sanhedrin, prefers the release of a murderer. In a 
cynical gesture, Pilate washes his hands and orders the crucifixion. 

To human eyes all was lost. The farce seemed to have triumphed… However, as 
St. Teresa of Jesus assured us, “truth suffers, but never dies.” Three days later, Jesus 
rose in glory and gathered the Apostles around Him. 

Nevertheless, after forty days, the Lord leaves them again. And now what? What 
can be expected of a dozen ignorant people (cf. Acts 4:13) to form the Church and 
spread it throughout the world?

If “truth is the child of time,” as the adage attests, the reverse is even more telling: 
“time is the child of the Truth.” Moreover, if history is the teacher of life, He who 
called himself the Life (cf. Jn 14:6) is the Teacher of history. 

Therefore, Providence worked the Incarnation in the “fullness of the time” (Gal 
4:4) and used the very structure of the Roman Empire to advantage – as if in “re-
venge” against Pilate – to spread the Good News to the ends of the earth. In short: the 
most improbable happened…

History, then, is not a fairy tale, nor much less a comedy. It is like a drama full 
of tragedies, surprises and conquests. In this sense, we find in the Bible edifying 
narrations, such as the episode in which Susanna, unjustly condemned to capital 
punishment for adultery, is saved on the brink of death thanks to her fervent prayer 
and the inspired intervention of Daniel.

Moreover, iniquitous trials and death sentences have been recurrent in Church 
history since the dawn of Christianity, including notorious condemnations such as 
those of St. Joan of Arc, St. Thomas More and the Carmelite martyrs of Compiègne. 

In these cases it could be objected that justice failed, for innocent people perished 
at the whim of the judges. Yet they received the most perfect verdict, namely, the one 
that welcomed them into Paradise. What is more: at the Last Judgement, the great 
reckoning in which everything will be inexorably revealed, justice will finally tri-
umph and the wicked will “fail” for all eternity. 

An hourglass

Photo: Gustavo Kralj
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The Voice of The PoPes

The Lord of History is not impassive before the domineering,  
who think they are the only arbiters in human affairs:  

God casts the haughty to the dusty ground, those who  
arrogantly challenge Heaven.

he Psalm just sung is the 
first part of a composition 
that also includes the next 
Psalm, n. 147, that the ori-

ginal Hebrew had kept as one. It was 
the ancient Greek and Latin versions 
which divided the song into two dif-
ferent Psalms.

The Psalm begins with an invita-
tion to praise God and then lists a long 
series of reasons to praise Him, all ex-
pressed in the present tense. These are 
activities of God considered as char-
acteristic and ever current, but they 
could not be more different: some 
concern God’s interventions in human 
life (cf. Ps 147[146]: 3, 6, 11) and in 
particular for Jerusalem and Israel (cf. 
v. 2); others concern the created cos-
mos (cf. v. 4) and more specifically, 
the earth with its flora and fauna (cf. 
v. 8-10).

Finally, in telling us what pleases 
the Lord, the Psalm invites us to have 
a two-dimensional outlook: of reli-
gious reverence and of confidence (cf. 
v. 11). We are not left to ourselves nor 
to the mercy of cosmic energies, but 
are always in the hands of the Lord, 
for His plan of salvation.

Kind Father of the humble, 
severe Judge of the proud

After the festive invitation to praise 
the Lord (cf. v.1), the Psalm unfolds in 
two poetic and spiritual movements. 
In the first (cf. v.2-6), God’s action in 
history is introduced with the image 
of a builder who is rebuilding Jerusa-
lem, restored to life after the Babylon-
ian Exile (cf. v.2). However, this great 
architect who is the Lord also shows 
himself to be a Father, leaning down to 
tend the inner and physical wounds of 
His people, humiliated and oppressed 
(cf. v. 3).

Let us make room for St. Augustine 
who, in the Enarrationes in Psalmos 
146 which he gave at Carthage in the 
year 412, commented on the sentence 
“the Lord heals the brokenhearted” as 
follows: “Those whose hearts are not 
broken cannot be healed. […] Who 
are the brokenhearted? The humble. 
And those who are not brokenheart-
ed? The proud. However, the broken 
heart is healed, and the heart swollen 
with pride is cast to the ground. In-
deed, it is probable that once broken it 
can be set aright, it can be healed. ‘He 
heals the brokenhearted, and binds up 

their wounds.’ […] In other words, He 
heals the humble of heart, those who 
confess, who are punished, who are 
judged with severity so that they may 
experience His mercy. This is what 
heals. Perfect health, however, will 
be achieved at the end of our present 
mortal state when our corruptible be-
ing is reinvested with incorruptibility, 
and our moral being with immortal-
ity.”

God’s action, however, does not 
only concern uplifting His people from 
suffering. He who surrounds the poor 
with tenderness and care towers like 
a severe Judge over the wicked (cf. 
v. 6). The Lord of history is not im-
passive before the domineering, who 
think they are the only arbiters in hu-
man affairs: God casts the haughty to 
the dusty ground, those who arrogantly 
challenge Heaven (cf. 1 Sm 2: 7-8; Lk 
1: 51-53).

Lordship over history  
and creation

God’s action, however, is not ex-
hausted in His lordship over history; 
He is also the King of creation: the 
whole universe responds to His call 

Contents  Contents
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as Creator. Not only does He deter-
mine the boundless constellations 
of stars, but He names each one and 
hence defines its nature and charac-
teristics (cf. Ps 147: 4).

The Prophet Isaiah sang: “Lift up 
your eyes on high and see: who cre-
ated these [the stars]? He who brings 
out their host by number, calling them 
all by name” (Is 40: 26). The “hosts” 
of the Lord are therefore the stars. The 
Prophet Baruch continued: “The stars 
shone in their watches and were glad; 
He called them, and they said, ‘Here 
we are!’ They shone with gladness for 
Him who made them” (Bar 3: 34-35). 

Another joyful invitation to sing 
praises (cf. Ps 147: 7) preludes the 
second phase of Psalm 147 (cf. v.7-11). 
Once again God’s creative action in 
the cosmos comes to the fore. In a ter-
ritory where drought is common, as it 
is in the East, the first sign of divine 
love is the rain that makes the earth 
fertile (cf. v.8). In this way the Cre-
ator prepares food for the animals. 
Indeed, He even troubles to feed the 
tiniest of living creatures, like the 
young ravens that cry with hunger 

(cf. v.9). Jesus was to ask us to look at 
the birds of the air; “they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them” 
(Mt 6: 26; cf. also Lk 12: 24, with an 
explicit reference to “ravens”). 

The Lord defends those 
who hope in Him

Yet once again our attention shifts 
from creation to human life. Thus, 
the Psalm ends by showing the Lord 
stooping down to the just and humble 
(cf. Ps 147: 10-11), as was declared in 
the first part of our hymn (cf. v. 6).

Two symbols of power are used, 
the horse and the legs of a man run-
ning, to intimate that divine conduct 
does not give in to or let power in-
timidate it. 

Once again, the Lord’s logic is 
above pride and the arrogance of 
power, and takes the side of those who 
are faithful, who “hope in His stead-
fast love” (v.11), that is, who abandon 
themselves to God’s guidance in their 
acts and thoughts, in their planning 
and in their daily life.

It is also among them that the 
person praying must take his place, 
putting his hope in the Lord’s grace, 
certain that he will be enfolded in the 
mantle of divine love: “The eye of the 
Lord is on those who fear Him, on 
those who hope in His steadfast love, 
that He may deliver their soul from 
death, and keep them alive in famine. 
[…] Yea, our heart is glad in Him, be-
cause we trust in His holy name” (Ps 
33: 18-19, 21). 

ST. JOHN PAUL II.  
General Audience,  

23/7/2003

God’s action is 
not exhausted in 
His lordship over 
history; being 
King of creation, 
the whole universe 
responds to His call

The Milky Way seen from the Concordia base in the Karakoram Mountain Range (Pakistan)
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12 When Jesus heard that John had been ar-
rested, He withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 
Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by 
the sea, 14 in the region of Zebulun and Naph-
tali, that what had been said through Isaiah 
the prophet might be fulfilled: 15 Land of 
Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gen-
tiles, 16 the people who sit in darkness have 
seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land 
overshadowed by death light has arisen.”
17 From that time on, Jesus began to preach 
and say, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heav-
en is at hand.” 18 As He was walking by the 
Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon 

who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, 
casting a net into the sea; they were fisher-
men. 19 He said to them, “Come after Me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At 
once they left their nets and followed Him.
21 He walked along from there and saw two 
other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John. They were in a boat, with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He 
called them, 22 and immediately they left their 
boat and their father and followed Him. 
23 He went around all of Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel of 
the Kingdom, and curing every disease and 
illness among the people (Mt 4:12-23).

“The Calling of St. Peter and St. Andrew”,  “The Calling of St. Peter and St. Andrew”,  
by Matteo di Giovanni - Clark Art  by Matteo di Giovanni - Clark Art  

Institute, Williamstown (MA)Institute, Williamstown (MA)
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The blessed 
are granted 
the reward of 
seeing God, 
the uncreated 
and absolute 
Light, as He 
sees himself

Gospel Commentary – 3rd sunday in ordinary time – year a

The account of the beginning of the Saviour’s public life, 
an explosion of divine light in the midst of a world sunk in 
darkness, imparts hope to Catholic hearts afflicted by the 
apparent dominion of evil in our days.

I – The STruggle of lIghT 
AgAInST DArkneSS

The Creed proclaims the divinity of Jesus by 
affirming that He is “God from God, Light from 
Light.” It is interesting to note the fact that the 
term Light is used to allude to the consubstan-
tiality of the Son with the Father, which makes 
Two Persons one and the same being: God. On 
the other hand, in the prologue of St. John’s Gos-
pel, the Incarnate Word appears as “the true Light 
which, coming into the world, enlightens every 
man” (1:9). These statements carefully preserved 
by the Church in the deposit of Faith bring us face 
to face with a very difficult question: what does 
Light mean when it refers to God himself?

Called to see the absolute Light

We know of light through our senses. Our 
eyes, however healthy they may be, lose their 
usefulness without daylight, for the total absence 
of luminosity leaves man in a state equivalent to 
blindness. Only a few animals, such as owls and 
bats, manage to see at night. For the human being, 
therefore, light is what allows him to see things 
and to distinguish forms and colours. Without it 
there is no vision, and our understanding of the 
reality that surrounds us is compromised. 

But material light bears only a vague analogy 
with the Light, in an absolute sense, which is the 
Holy Trinity. If we compare the glow of a candle 
to the radiance of the sun at its zenith, we have 
a pale idea of the distance between created light 

and uncreated Light, which consists of the full, 
radiant and perfect knowledge that God has of 
himself and of all created beings, as well as those 
that could be created. This knowledge proper to 
the divinity is called, in theology, “lumen gloriæ”. 

On being rewarded with eternal happiness, the 
blessed share in this light, so that they see God as 
He sees himself, though without grasping all His 
grandeur, for He alone is able to comprehend His 
own infinite beauty in its entirety. According to 
the astute expression of St. Thomas Aquinas, the 
Angels and Saints in Heaven see God “totum sed 
non totaliter,”1 that is, the whole of God, but not 
in His totality. 

This very high knowledge that we will possess 
in Heaven constitutes the beatific vision, well de-
fined by St. John in one of his epistles when he says 
that in Heaven “we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2). It is a loving know-
ledge, which will so fill the hearts of the elect with 
joy as to completely satisfy their noblest desires 
and expectations. To immediately and intuitively 
contemplate the divine essence, which is absolute 
Love, presupposes a joy that surpasses human 
understanding. On the one hand, it means a reward 
too great for creatures as small and miserable as 
we are; on the other hand, it is on a par with the 
immeasurable magnificence of the good God. 

A still latent treasure

To attain this gift which is the greatest of all, 
man must administer well another gift, also pre-

Contents  Contents
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When the 
wicked 
became aware 
of the rising 
of this new 
Sun, which 
was the 
Incarnated 
Word, they 
tried to 
extinguish 
its radiance
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cious: grace, a sharing in the divine life. Indeed, 
there is a direct and inseparable relationship be-
tween the life of grace, which we receive in Bap-
tism, and the light of glory. The one is to the other 
as the dawn is to the rising of the sun, since the 
beatific vision is the natural and unsurpassable 
culmination of the dawn of grace, as St. John the 
Evangelist explains: “Beloved, we are God’s chil-
dren now; it does not yet appear what we shall be” 
(1 Jn 3:2). 

The splendour of grace subtly but effectively 
reveals to mankind the pulchritude of revealed 
truth, the fascination of holiness, the unimagin-
able love of God for the children of Adam. This 
light burst upon the earth irresistibly at the Incar-
nation of the Word, for “in Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men” (Jn 1:4). Not everyone, 
however, opened their souls as they should have 
to this beneficial light. 

Sinners entrenched in vice perceived a mortal 
threat in the coming of the Redeemer: “And this 
is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. For every one who 
does evil hates the light, and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (Jn 
3:19-20). This Light to which Isaiah refers in this 
Sunday’s first reading (cf. Is 8:23b-9:3) is Jesus 
Christ himself.

The furious reaction of the hearts shrouded in 
evil was not long in coming, and with deadly hatred 
they tried to extinguish the radiance of this new 
Sun born from on high. Then began the most ter-
rible battle in history, which is still being fiercely 
waged in every human heart, in the bosom of the 
Holy Church and in society. And only the victors 
will receive the crown of glory in eternity.

II – IrreSISTIble ATTrAcTIon of 
The fIrST flASheS of lIghT

The Gospel of the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time tells of the emergence of this Light, entirely 
supernatural and salutary, in a region which was 
in the darkness of sin, Galilee of the Gentiles. In 
this passage we contemplate the first rays begin 
to stream, before the eyes of the world, of the One 
who would heal every sickness of the people, cast 
out demons with unlimited power and, for those 
who freely accepted it, would infuse into hearts 
the light of grace, raising simple men to share in 
the divine race. 

However, a more intense radiance would fall 
upon some fishermen of the Sea of Galilee who 
had just met Jesus and had marvelled at the bright-
ness of His splendour: Peter and Andrew, brothers 
from Bethsaida, as well as James and John, sons 
of Zebedee, the first four Apostles of the Divine 
Master. 

Vocation: commitment to evangelize

These disciples, called to follow Our Lord and 
to become fishers of men, received a sublime vo-
cation. Yes, they were to cast the nets of preaching 
and catch new Christians, preaching the Word in 
season and out of season, as St. Paul advises Tim-
othy (cf. 2 Tim 4:1-2). 

The Apostle of the Gentiles furthermore insists 
on the necessity of rebuking adversaries, admon-
ishing sinners and counselling the good, with pa-
tience and a desire to instruct. And he warns: “For 
the time is coming when people will not endure 
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 
own likings, and will turn away from listening to 
the truth and wander into myths” (2 Tim 4:3-4). 

Sunrise over the Sea of Galilee (Israel)
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The 
invitation to 
conversion 
made by Our 
Lord is heard 
with joy 
by fervent 
Catholics, 
while it is 
disdained by 
those who 
are tepid and 
relativistic

It is necessary to be always alert and to dedicate 
oneself wholeheartedly to the evangelization, 
which consists in shouting from the housetops 
what has been whispered in the ear (cf. Mt 10:27). 

The sacrosanct “nets” of these skilled fishers 
of men present us with incontrovertible evidence: 
it is not enough for the Christian to be content 
with the witness of good example or works of 
charity, as some wolves disguised as shepherds 
recommend; it is necessary to proclaim the re-
vealed truth loud and clear. This is what Jesus 
himself did, announcing the proximity of the 
Kingdom of Heaven and exhorting the Galileans 
to conversion.

Light and darkness, Life and death
12 When Jesus heard that John had been ar-
rested, He withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 
Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum 
by the sea, 14 in the region of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, that what had been said through 
Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: 
15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the 
way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles, 16 the people who sit in dark-
ness have seen a great light, on those dwell-
ing in a land overshadowed by death light 
has arisen.”

The Precursor’s ministry was coming to an 
end. Imprisonment would be followed by mar-
tyrdom. A life of austere penance, marked by up-
rightness and prophetic courage, would be cruel-
ly extinguished. The greatest among those born 
of women would perish because of the vengeful 
hatred of a villainous woman. “He must increase, 
but I must decrease” (Jn 3:30), said the Baptist 
in reference to Jesus. Somehow, the bloody and 
glorious sunset of this fearless warrior of the Light 
was a forecast of the divine Sun that would shine 
before the world.

Our Lord left Nazareth to settle in Capernaum, 
on the shores of the Sea of Tiberias – small in size 
but immense in fame – whose shores would bear 
witness to the untiring, amazing and fruitful apos-
tolate of the Messiah. The oracle of Isaiah con-
tained in this verse is thus fulfilled in a marvellous 
manner.

The prophet refers to darkness and the region 
of death. What was the sinister atmosphere among 
the Galileans before the coming of the Light? 
That dense darkness, laden with the infectious, 

musty air of paganism, had engendered spiritual 
annihilation. At the opposite extreme is Jesus, the 
radiance that expels the nocturnal and infernal 
phantoms, bringing life in abundance. 

When we think of our sad world, advanced 
from a technological and scientific point of view, 
but so off course in moral matters, we realize that 
it is necessary for the lumen Christi to once more 
emit its rays with vigorous efficacy, so as to vivify 
a humanity that remains enslaved in the rottenness 
of vice and the ugliness of sin. We must open the 
windows and doors of our hearts to let in the fresh, 
pure and fragrant breeze of the Redemption. Only 
in this way will we see smiles full of sincere joy 
and hope arise on the faces of our contemporaries.

Conversion or ruin
17 From that time on, Jesus began to preach 
and say, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heav-
en is at hand.”

The invitation of the Divine Master rings in the 
ears of fervent Catholics like a call filled with bless-
ings, even if it is an arduous task. Conversion is a 
struggle renewed each day and each moment. One 
must make continual progress in the spiritual life so 
as to become like the supreme model, Jesus Christ. 

However, the tepid and lax listen to the Re-
deemer’s command with tedium, if not with dis-
dain. Relativistic par excellence, this type of soul 
prefers to be comfortably led by the prevailing 
opinion, hardly resisting it, finding fallacies and 
sophisms within which to hide its sinuous and 
treacherous attitude. This is why several of the cit-
ies visited by the Messiah, after having witnessed 
a fireworks display of miracles and exorcisms, re-
mained in the mediocrity of their sins.

What was the result? The fearful curse of Our 
Lord: “Woe to you, Chorazin! woe to you, Beth-
saida! For if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have re-
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell 
you, it shall be more tolerable on the Day of Judg-
ment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, 
Capernaum, will you be exalted to Heaven? You 
shall be brought down to Hades” (Mt 11:21-23).

If the judgement of Jesus was severe against 
these lax cities, His rigour was not lacking in the 
execution of the sentence, for a few years later 
they were destroyed or even wiped off the map. 

The Word of God is utterly serious. St. Paul 
compares it to a sword which pierces hearts to de-
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How many 
souls loved 
by God have 
given a deaf 
ear to the 
divine call, 
preferring to 
embrace a life 
of mediocrity 
and full 
of vice?

stroy evil and strengthen good (cf. Heb 4:12). Sad 
are the consequences for those who do not put it 
into practice. On the contrary, abundant blessings 
flow from Heaven upon those who consistently 
transform it into life. Let us take care to remain 
attentive and to act diligently!

Promptness in doing good,  
a sign of authentic vocations
18 As He was walking by the Sea of Galilee, 
He saw two brothers, Simon who is called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net 
into the sea; they were fishermen. 19 He said 
to them, “Come after Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their 
nets and followed Him.

St. Peter and St. Andrew had known Our Lord 
before. Their stirring impressions of him certain-
ly built up in the hearts of both, and led them to 
the conviction that they had met someone who far 
surpassed the idea of the Saviour envisaged in the 
light of the prophecies. Jesus was undoubtedly the 
Anointed One so longed for by Israel, but his Per-
son brought together a series of splendours, won-
ders and grandeur that exceeded all expectations. 
Perhaps for this reason they perceived around 
Him a kind of aura of mystery which made Him 
supremely attractive: it was His substantial union 
with the Father, which was not yet explicit in the 
minds of the disciples. 

By means of this meticulous and progres-
sive preparation, divine grace disposed them to 
an exemplary readiness for every form of good, 
over and above even the most legitimate interests. 
Leaving a stable livelihood and launching them-
selves into the adventure of following that captiv-
ating Master called for resolute enthusiasm and 
total confidence in Him. 

This is how we should proceed when discern-
ing our own vocation. When we see clear signs 
that it is God’s will that we take a certain path, 
whether it be religious life, marriage or another 
specific calling unmistakably inspired by grace, 
we ought to respond with the promptness of the 
Apostles: to leave everything and straightaway do 
the will of Our Lord. 

How many men and women have decided to 
embark on other paths, easier in appearance, but 
in reality tortuous and full of dangers! Hell is a ter-
rible testimony to this fact. In Heaven, however, 
the countless cohorts of those who said “yes” to 

the divine invitation and followed in Jesus’ foot-
steps enjoy the vision of God.

The primacy of the supernatural link
21 He walked along from there and saw two 
other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John. They were in a boat, 
with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets. He called them, 22 and immediately 
they left their boat and their father and fol-
lowed Him.

The example of the sons of Zebedee, in a sense, 
goes even further. They abandon not only nets but 
their own father, an arduous sacrifice that they 
seem to accomplish with great alacrity and ease. 
In so doing, they fully demonstrate the superiority 
of the supernatural bond with Our Lord over any 
other kind of relationship: “He who loves father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and 
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me” (Mt 10:37). St. James and St. John 
react with unheard-of rapidity, which St. Matthew 
emphasises with the adverb “immediately”. And 
they did well! They let themselves be led by the 
breath of the Holy Spirit, who enraptured them 
with the fascinating figure of the Master. 

If throughout the centuries all those called had 
behaved in a similar way, history would be differ-
ent. How many souls called by God have shunned 
the divine call, preferring the dreariness of a 
mediocre petty life or the deleterious sluggishness 
of vice. Some, like the prophet Jonah, were merci-
fully pursued by Providence until finally respond-
ing to the heavenly appeals. Others, obstinate in 
doing their own will, sank into the sad anonymity 
of those who join the opaque mass of the world. 
Let us ask the sons of Zebedee for the grace of de-
tachment and diligence when the Most High calls 
us to follow Him. 

The Divine Evangelizer
23 He went around all of Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel of 
the Kingdom, and curing every disease and 
illness among the people.

St. Matthew presents Jesus as the Divine Evan-
gelizer, the absolute model for missionaries who 
spend their lives as fervent heralds of the Faith. 

In the first place by His itinerancy, for He went 
throughout Galilee. These incessant journeys 
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To follow 
the Master’s 
footsteps, it 
is necessary 
to be a fisher 
of men, to 
announce the 
truth and 
spread the 
Light that 
revitalizes 
all things

show that evangelization 
is done by going in search 
of people, and not only by 
leading an honest existence 
in one’s own work or home 
environment. 

Furthermore, following 
the example of Our Lord, 
many men and women left 
their homelands to conse-
crate themselves to pro-
claiming the Good News to 
the four corners of the earth, 
gathering countless valuable 
fish into the nets of the Holy 
Church. Thus they have 
shone like powerful beacons 
of the divine radiance that 
brings life and tears away the 
darkness of sin. They heard 
the call, turned their backs 
on a worldly future and set 
out to conquer souls for God. 
With what weapons? The 
same ones used with utmost 
perfection by Jesus, of whom 
they became imitators. 

Above all, they used the 
sword of the Word. Preach-
ing the Gospel of the King-
dom, they opened the doors 
of salvation to countless sinners who would other-
wise have remained in the darkness and shadows 
of death. They also made use of the most diverse 
charisms of the Holy Spirit to work miracles, 
healings and liberations. 

We conclude, therefore, that to follow in the 
footsteps of the Master it is necessary to be a fish-
er of men, to announce the truth with courage and 
to propagate the sublime Light that revitalizes all 
things.

III – herAlDS of lIghT In A 
WorlD ShrouDeD In DArkneSS

In this Sunday’s Gospel we contemplate with 
deep emotion the fulfilment of the promise made 
by Isaiah to the pagans who lived in the region of 
Galilee and, by extension, to the entire world. It is a 
prophecy full of hope, for it announces the appear-
ance of a life-giving and beneficent Light, which in 
its turn generates new lights. Indeed, thanks to the 

promptness with which the 
first four Apostles responded 
to the Divine Master’s call, 
the Church Militant is born. 

The path of this Light 
will be tragic and glorious. 
The sons of darkness, daz-
zled by its saving rays, will 
seek to extinguish the radi-
ance of Christ and of His 
Church. And, in this sense, 
the Lord’s Cross represents 
the first frustrated attempt 
of the wicked to extinguish 
the radiance of the Redemp-
tion. The splendour of Easter 
morning dispelled forever 
the darkness of sin and death, 
but the struggle did not end 
with this culminating event. 

Throughout the centur-
ies, the Light will suffer a 
thousand forms of persecu-
tion. Realizing that it is in-
extinguishable, the wicked 
will seek to eclipse it to the 
extreme, and our present age 
represents the culmination 
of this iniquitous endeavour. 
Great evils call for great rem-
edies… Consequently, we 

are at the gates of the most brilliant manifestation 
of the divine Light, which will take place with the 
collaboration of those faithful hearts who, during 
the dense night, keep the torch of faith burning. 

We too are called by Our Lord to a mission 
unique for its loftiness and nobility: to be warriors 
of the Light in this world of darkness. Let us re-
spond with apostolic promptness to this vocation 
and prepare our spirits to fight against the current 
of vice, so that the Sun of justice may rise once 
again on the horizon of history to establish the en-
tirely Marian Reign of peace and holiness prom-
ised by Our Lady at Fatima. And after facing the 
worst risks and undertaking sacrosanct exploits, 
at the hour of our death we shall see this lumen 
Christi dawn for us, which will be our eternal de-
light and consolation. 

1 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. De veritate, q.8, a.4, ad 11.

Jesus Christ, the Light of the world - 
Newick (England)
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During the French Revolution, many capitulated before the impiety 
implanted by the “new order”. Among the very few who faithfully 
resisted were the Carmelites of Compiègne.

here have been periods in 
history when Holy Church 
has shone before men 
with great splendour, like 

a queen ruling over her people firmly 
and sweetly; at other times, she has 
made herself small in the arms of her 
sons, hiding her wisdom and grandeur 
in order to be carried by them, like the 
Infant Jesus as a child. However, she 
has beamed with her finest brilliance 
when the world and the infernal re-
gions have persecuted her in the person 
of her chosen children, radical in their 
dedication to good. For it is then that 
she has proven the strength of her im-
mortality, the richness of her sanctity 
and the heroism of her faith.

How difficult it is to understand 
this reality in a civilization that has 
made pain and suffering the main 
adversaries of mankind! And yet, 
following the example of her Div-
ine Spouse, it is from the height of 
the Cross that the Church forges her 
true children, her beloved souls, her 
other Johns who remain standing 
with Mary Most Holy to face every 
torment, completing with their blood 
what is lacking in the tribulations of 
Christ (cf. Col 1:24). 

Centuries have passed and these 
chosen ones constitute a golden 
chain, reinforcing the Divine Mas-
ter’s promise that the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against the Church 
(cf. Mt 16:18). In some cases, they 
are isolated souls who suffer harsh 
interior trials in the anonymity of 
the cloister; in others they are entire 
communities who prefer the glory of 
martyrdom to deserting the path of 
fidelity. Such were the Carmelites of 
Compiègne during the furore of the 
French Revolution.

Hatred against the Church

There is no denying that the revo-
lutionary impetus of those turbulent 
days was unleashed in a savage way 
against the Church. In effect, “the 
constellation of martyrs of Jesus 
Christ never multiplied so sudden-
ly in France as in the first years 
of the Revolution. Thousands of 
Christians perished, not only by the 

guillotine, but also by mass drown-
ings, imprisonments, deportations, 
shootings, mob violence and sheer 
butchery.”1 

Although aimed at the abolition of 
the monarchy, it can be said that the 
establishment of the republic came 
at the cost of a genuine religious 
persecution.

This difficult period in French his-
tory announced an uncertain future 
for the then flourishing Carmel of 
Compiègne in the north of the country.

First invasion of the monastery

In August 1790, the Revolution 
had already declared the suppression 
of religious vows and the Civil Con-
stitution of the Clergy. And many, 
alas, had capitulated before the “new 
order”. Great numbers fled abroad. 
Very few faithfully resisted, and it 
was against these that all the fury of 
the Revolution was directed. 

Among this faithful few were the 
Carmelites of Compiègne. On August 
5 members of the Directory, accom-
panied by a dozen guards, breached 
the cloister of the convent for the first 
time. They wished to “confirm”, in a 
private conversation with each nun, 
whether they were living in the com-
munity of their own free will, without 
constraint, or whether they harboured 
a secret desire to return to the world 

The Church shines 
most brilliantly 
when persecuted in 
her faithful children, 
for is then that she 
proves the strength 
of her immortality
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as “normal” French citizens. To en-
sure the “defence of the rights” of 
those they considered to be “unfortu-
nate and kidnapped virgins,” they de-
ployed armed soldiers throughout the 
building.

The Carmelites, however, firm-
ly defied the civil authorities. Many 
declared that, having lived so many 
years of religious life – suffice it to 
say that the oldest sisters had been in 
the convent for half a century – they 
would not abandon their state, much 
less the habit of the Virgin of Car-
mel. One simple and uneducated nun 
called Sr. St. Francis Xavier, when 
she heard the suggestion that she 
should return to her civil state, replied 
with complete serenity that a worthy 
wife remains with her spouse and that 
nothing would make her abandon 
her Divine Spouse, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

The resistance of the community 
finally obliged the emissaries to re-
treat, but only for a time. The Revolu-
tion was advancing rapidly in France, 
and everyone knew that their situation 
was a precarious one. One day, how-
ever, the sinister suspense that envel-
oped their lives was unexpectedly il-
luminated by a discovery.

A “mystical dream”
Mother Teresa of St. Augustine, 

the recently elected prioress, decided 
to go through the annals of the monas-
tery: nine volumes containing the his-
tory of the foundations of Carmel in 
France since the days of Mother Anne 
of Jesus, a disciple of St. Teresa.

As she leafed through the material, 
Mother Teresa came across a title that 
caught her eye: “A Mystical Dream”. 
Without losing a moment, she read 
it carefully. It was about a dream ex-
perienced by a young Carmelite bene-
factress named Elisabeth Baptiste in 
1693. Impressed and even moved by 
the account, the Prioress received one 
of the greatest graces of her life, one 

that would define her vocation and the 
future of the community.

It was written: “I saw the glory that 
the religious of this convent will have; 
this glory seemed to me very great, 
very high; I saw an Angel ordering the 
whole community; the younger sisters 
were higher in glory than some older 
ones. I saw many whom I did not 
know, but whom I later recognized. 
I also saw the Lamb of God slain for 
the sins of the world; His eyes rested 
upon us, full of sweetness. […] The 
Angel took two or three sisters aside; 
I fear that he did this to me too, for I 
understood that these sisters were not 
to follow the Lamb.”2

The impressive description re-
vealed to Prioress’ heart the course that 
had been marked out for them: the way 
of the Immolated Lamb, that is, mar-
tyrdom. With this dream, their lives 
and vocation took on clear meaning, 
in view of the revolutionary furore that 
was gaining momentum. They were 
undoubtedly the nuns who would fol-
low the Lamb! 

This was the mysterious message 
that grace spoke in the depths of the 
prioress’ soul. It was her task, there-
fore, to prepare the community for the 
cruel future that awaited it. 

The description of 
the dream revealed 
to the Prioress’ 
heart the course 
marked out for the 
community: that of 
the Immolated Lamb

Martyrdom of the Carmelites of Compiègne - Convent of St. Teresa, Palma de Mallorca (Spain);  
previous page, a scene from the film “La Révolution Française. Les Années Terribles”
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Mother Teresa did this on Easter of 
1792. She gathered the sisters togeth-
er and told them the dream. She ex-
plained that the Church was suffering 
one of her worst persecutions and 
that the only way to quell the Ter-
ror and exalt the Mystical Bride of 
Christ in the midst of her tribulations 
was for all of them to make an act of 
offering of themselves and their lives 
as victims.

Many at first did not understand 
the prioress… The two oldest sisters 
of the community reacted with fear, 
especially because they had heard 
about an odious and terrifying in-
strument: the guillotine. Some nov-
ices wondered, “Who were these two 
or three who ‘were not to follow the 
Lamb’?” 

In this climate unfolded the Easter 
festivities in the Carmel of Compiègne. 
They could only wait for events to 
demonstrate the truth of the superior’s 
presentiment, and they did not have to 
wait long…

Forced in the name of liberty 
to abandon Carmel 

A decree published on August 4, 
1792 finally imposed the closure of 
all female monasteries. On September 
12, the furniture of the Compiègne 
Carmel was confiscated. Obliged by 
law to abandon their convent, the nuns 
chose the 13th to prepare for their 
painful return to the world. With the 
help of acquaintances, they obtained 
civilian clothes for themselves and on 
the 14th, the feast of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross, they consummated 
their departure. 

A tragedy? Apparently so, but from 
the perspective of faith, this fact sig-
nified the arrival of the Lamb of God, 
who was knocking at the doors of Car-
mel to invite His virgins to follow Him.

They stayed in four different apart-
ments. In the midst of the chaos and 
horror that the new French govern-
ment was spreading throughout the 
nation, they all tried to lead, as far as 

possible, a community life, renewing 
each day the act of offering that they 
had made at the last Easter celebration 
in the convent. 

As a result, during the almost two 
years that they spent awaiting the 
martyrdom that would reward their 
fidelity, something marvellous hap-
pened: suffering transformed their 
shortcomings into virtues, and their 
weaknesses into sanctity.

It would be too lengthy to recount 
in these lines the details of this painful 
“exile”. However, the fidelity of those 
religious reached its maximum bril-
liance on the last day of their lives, in 
a slaughter that marked history.

Court, through whose hands hundreds 
of victims murdered on the guillotine 
passed daily. 

By yet another heavenly coinci-
dence, the document was officially 
dated July 16, feast of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.

On the 17th, the nuns of Compiègne 
were brought before Fouquier to an-
swer the charges. The impact created 
in that filthy environment by the en-
trance of the sixteen Carmelite nuns 
in their habits can well be imagined! 

Now, since this was a parody of a 
trial, there was no doubt that every-
thing would result in a death sentence, 
for liberty, so preached and idolized 
by the Revolution, was ruled out for 
resisters, especially religious ones. 

Challenging his victims, the interro-
gator outlined their various “crimes”, 
which consisted basically in the forma-
tion of counter-revolutionary coteries 
and in conspiracies against the nation 
and the republic. 

The proofs of these crimes were, 
among other absurdities, the fact of 
living under the obedience of a superi-
or and the seizure of a “voluminous” 
exchange of correspondence between 
them, which contained portraits of 
Louis XVI and of the royal family, as 
well as representations of the Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary, symbols of the 
Vendean insurgents.3 

 These ridiculous accusations were 
followed by an interrogation, but ob-
viously no heed was paid to the Car-
melites’ answers. At a certain moment 
of the confrontation, the accuser called 
them “fanatics”. One intrepid sister, 
Marie-Henrietta of Providence, then 
stood up and asked him:

“What do you mean that we are 
‘fanatics’?”

And she demanded a more thor-
ough explanation of the term. Caught 
off-guard, Fouquier became enraged 
and spewed a torrent of insults against 
her and the others. Sr. Marie-Henrietta 
objected, with dignity and determina-
tion: 

Forced to leave 
the convent, 
they remained 
faithful to their 
vocation; suffering 
transformed their 
failings into virtues

Arbitrary death sentence

After having been dragged from 
their apartments to a provisional de-
tention house on June 22, 1794, the 
Carmelite nuns were finally taken to 
the prison set up in the Conciergerie 
in Paris on July 12.

It is worth mentioning that by a 
mysterious coincidence – or provi-
dence! – they were wearing their 
habits on this occasion, as the only 
civilian clothes they owned were be-
ing washed. Given the urgency of ful-
filling the arrest warrant, the guards 
had no choice but to take them as they 
were, albeit with great reluctance.

The formal act of arraignment 
of the newly arrived prisoners was 
drawn up by Fouquier de Tinville, the 
then president of the Revolutionary 
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filled in that young girl: “The younger 
sisters were higher in glory than some 
of the older ones.” 

“Go, my daughter,” replied the 
Prioress.

With unspeakable courage, Sr. Con-
stance climbed the steps of the scaffold 
intoning the Psalm Laudate Dominum 
omnes gentes, and… she soon became 
a participant in the “marriage supper of 
the Lamb” (Rv 19:9). She was the first 
to meet the Divine Spouse!

In the same way, one by one the re-
ligious knelt to ask for the last bless-

ing from their Mother and then went 
to the guillotine. The courageous Sr. 
Marie-Henrietta stayed at the Prior-
ess’ side to help the sisters climb the 
stairs to the gallows. In the end she 
went up too and Mother Teresa 
remained alone. All her spiritual 
daughters were waiting for her 
in Heaven. She had encouraged 
them and now she had no one 
to lean on but the Immolated 
Lamb, who was calling her to 
himself with utmost love. 

Holocaust accepted  
by God

Like a true captain, who is al-
ways the last to leave the ship, 

Mother Teresa of St. Augustine final-
ly advanced towards death and, in a 
few moments, she consummated the 
memorable holocaust of Compiègne. 
The prophecy was fulfilled, the of-
fering complete. The scaffold had 
been the altar of immolation for those 
chosen ones. 

Ten days later, Robespierre died 
and the period of the Terror in France 
ended. The sacrifice of the Carmel 
of Compiègne had been pleasing to 
God! The persecution, hatred and 
injustice of the Revolution against 
these faithful souls would be a glory 
for Holy Church, but also a sign for 
the wicked every age, who waste their 
time conspiring against the Mystical 
Bride of Christ: 

“The Lord, who is a strong reven-
ger, will surely repay” (Jer 51:56). 

1 BUSH, William. Apaiser la Terreur. 
Suresnes: Clovis, 2001, p.27-28.

2 Idem, p.71-72.
3 Cf. MARIE DE L’INCARNATION. 

Manuscrit I. In: BUSH, William (Ed.). La 
relation du martyre des seize carmélites 
de Compiègne. Paris: Du Cerf, 1993, 
p.85-86.

“Citizen, it is your duty to honour 
a prisoner’s right to ask a question. I 
ask you, therefore, to answer us.”

The tyrant was forced to declare: 
“Since you wish to know, I 

understand it as attachment to 
your Religion and to the King.”

“I thank you, citizen, for that 
happy answer!” – said the nun. 

And, turning to her compan-
ions, she continued:

“My dear Mother and my sis-
ters, let us exult with joy in the 
Lord, for we shall die for the sake 
of our holy Religion, our Faith, 
our confidence in the Holy Cath-
olic Church.”

What joy! They would really be 
martyrs, because they would die 
for their “attachment” to Religion. 
When the sentence was pronounced 
at last, they rejoiced, despite the 
natural trembling of the instinct 
of conservation; Fouquier de Tin-
ville, without realizing it, had that 
day opened the gates of Paradise to 
them.

En route to the guillotine… 
amid hymns of glory!

When the trial was over, the six-
teen Carmelites were put in a cart and 
led to the scaffold. The emotion inun-
dating their hearts led them to sing the 
Miserere and the Salve Regina along 
the way. 

They finally arrived at the square 
where they were to be executed. The 
guillotine, minister of constant slaugh-
ter, awaited them. Only three sounds 
would accompany each execution: the 
release of the blade, its descent and… 
the head rolling. At the foot of the scaf-
fold, they all knelt and renewed their 
vows. Sr. Constance, the youngest nun 
in the community, who only on this oc-
casion had the opportunity to make her 
perpetual profession, approached the 
prioress and, on her knees, implored: 

“Permission to die, Mother.” 
Mother Teresa was moved to see 

the prophetic words of the dream ful-

Short days after the 
nuns’ death, the 
Terror in France came 
to an end: the sacrifice 
of the Carmel of 
Compiègne had been 
agreeable to God!

The Carmelites of Compiègne rise to 
Heaven after martyrdom
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For centuries the nascent Church was watered by the blood 
of martyrs who thus attained the glory of nourishing the 
roots of an immortal institution. But what end did their 
persecutors meet?

he night of July 18 or 19 
of 64 AD was the setting 
for the event that would 
mark the reign of Emper-

or Nero until the end of the world. A 
torrid summer oppressed the residents 
of Rome, the capital of an empire 
whose dimensions stretched to the 
limits of the known world. The alarm 
trumpets announced the catastrophe: 
a fire of uncommon proportions, hav-
ing spread through the wooden hous-
es that crowded the city, was devastat-
ing all the monuments that made up 
the most expressive corollary of the 
Greco-Latin culture.

The drama lasted about one hun-
dred and fifty hours, annihilating al-
most the entire city. Behold the glori-
ous Rome of the Caesars converted 
into an infernal theatre; nothing re-
mains but dust and ashes. 

The “culprits”

What was the spark that set off this 
conflagration?

In the eyes of many survivors, it 
was merely an accident, caused by 
the intense seasonal temperatures 
and fuelled by the timber of the 
city’s dwellings. However, no one 
ruled out the possibility of arson: 
who would benefit from this crime? 
It was known that Nero wanted to 
rebuild the main Roman edifices in 
the style of Alexandria, according to 
a majestic plan. This project, togeth-
er with other statements and ru-

mours, made the Emperor the prime 
suspect.

Moreover, even before the capital 
was burned down, Nero’s govern-
ment had initiated a period of real ten-
sion. It had been five years since he 
had ordered the death of Agrippina, 
his mother; he had also ordered the 
beheading of his own wife, Octavia, 
to give her place to a concubine.

Such transgressions did not help 
to clear him of the rumours. Fearing 
reprisals, Nero realized that he need-
ed to restore his reputation before the 
eyes of the people. For that, it was 
necessary to find a scapegoat. And he 
chose the Christians for the holocaust: 
those outcasts of society would fit like 
a glove into the role of the guilty.

On an August night, inside Nero’s 
own circus, where St. Peter’s Basilica 
now stands, Christians of all ages and 
both genders were viciously tortured, 
beheaded, hunted like beasts and sub-
jected to the worst moral vexations, 
all under the light of torches com-

Behold the glorious 
Rome of the Caesars 
reduced to an 
infernal theatre… 
What was the 
spark that set off 
this tragedy?

“The burning of Rome”, by Robert Hubert - André Malraux 
Museum of Modern Art, Le Havre (France)

Contents  Contents

https://catholicmagazine.news/author/usgustavobalieirocalvo/


January 2023 · Heralds of the Gospel      19

R
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n

posed of living people, to quench the 
blood-lust of the incensed population. 
However, the pagans were stunned by 
the courage and joy with which those 
heroes of the Faith submitted to these 
torments, secure in the knowledge of 
the prize that awaited them.

Victim of himself

Nero thought he had overcome the 
disfavour of his subjects – a sweet il-
lusion which soon faded, giving way 
to reality, that is, to a nightmare.

On the night of June 9 of the year 
68, Nero awoke to hear through the 
window of his palace a crowd shout-
ing: “Death to the matricide!” And he 
immediately foresaw the future that 
awaited him: in the best of cases, to be 
sewn inside a leather sack and thrown 
into the Tiber, the penalty prescribed by 
Roman law for this kind of murderer.

He called for the royal guard, only 
to realize that there was no longer any-
one willing to protect him. The despot 
was certainly beleaguered by his own 
conscience with tortures far more atro-
cious than those of the Christians he 
had victimized. 

Finally, on the afternoon of June 
11, he preferred to be his own victim: 
weeping, he ended his days by thrust-
ing a dagger into his throat.

From coarse soldier to Caesar

Another paradigmatic case of the 
fate awaiting the persecutors of the 

years, for Diocletian did not see in 
the true Faith the slightest threat to 
his rule. So greatly had the Religion 
expanded during the armistice, that 
many important posts in the empire 
were in the hands of Christians, and 
even the wife and daughter of the 
Augustus of the East were highly 
sympathetic to them.

Why then was the persecution, 
considered to be the bloodiest of all, 
unleashed? 

Though the causes seem obscure, 
it is known that Galerius played at 
least an important part. It was he 
who instigated Diocletian to begin a 
purge in the army, because he claimed 
there was insubordination on the part 
of the followers of Jesus. It was then 
resolved that all Christian soldiers 
should publicly sacrifice to idols, on 
pain of ignominious degradation. 

However, this seemed too little for 
Galerius, who was still waiting for a 
more opportune moment…

Appalling martyrdoms

To oblige the emperor to take a more 
aggressive attitude towards the Holy 
Church, the pretexts that were brought 
to the attention of the Caesar were so 
convenient that it is difficult not to 
suspect something more than mere 
chance behind them. The environs of 
Diocletian’s palace were twice set on 
fire, attacks for which Galerius blamed 
the Christians. The Augustus, sensing 

Influenced by 
Galerius, Diocletian 
decreed a new 
persecution against 
the Christians, the 
cruellest history 
has known

“The last prayers of the Christian martyrs”, by Jean-Léon Gérôme - Walters Museum of Art, Baltimore (MD);  
inset, bust of Galerius - Palace of Galerius, Gamzigrad (Serbia)
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Church occurred three hundred years 
after Nero’s reign. Seeing the demo-
graphic growth and the constant in-
surrection of the peoples subjugated 
to Roman rule, Diocletian felt the 
need to divide the government into 
a tetrarchy. There would be a bipar-
tition of the empire – into East and 
West – in which each half would be 
under the command of an Augus-
tus, who should appoint a Caesar, an 
auxiliary with his own jurisdiction 
whose function would be to learn the 
art of governance, becoming the nat-
ural successor to the throne. Diocle-
tian, who opted for the East, elected 
as Caesar one Galerius, a rough sol-
dier whose mere appearance, in the 
words of Lactantius, “was enough to 
instil fear.”1 

When the Roman tetrarchy was 
organized, Christians had enjoyed 
a regime of tolerance for thirty 
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that he was surrounded by criminals, 
arsonists and murderers, eventually 
unleashed the persecution that was to 
intensify in successive stages. History 
has no accounts of martyrdoms as atro-
cious as those of this period.

Eusebius of Caesarea, author of 
the oldest account in Church History 
and an eyewitness to many of these 
events, relates that some Christians 
“had their entire bodies lacerated by 
shells instead of hooks, until they 
died. […] Still others perished tied 
to trees and branches: the strongest 
branches were brought together with 
the aid of machinery, and the limbs of 
the martyrs were tied to two separate 
branches, and then the branches were 
set free so that they returned to their 
natural position. In this way, they had 
invented the dismemberment with a 
single stroke of those who suffered 
this torture.”2 And these are only a 
couple of examples…

Was the avenging God 
doing justice?

After Galerius took over as Au-
gustus of the East in 305, five years 
of violent torture followed until, in 
310, the persecutor was stricken with 
a tragic disease: cancer. His entire 
lower body was nothing more than a 
festering sore, an ailment aggravated 
by the hot climate, poor hygiene and 
the primitive surgeries of the time.

Fear overwhelmed him. Galerius 
was superstitious, and his pagan faith, 
sincere as it seemed, had always rest-
ed on the ancient law of talion. Was 
some avenging god doing him justice 
for the twelve years of unrelenting 
slaughter of innocents?

He thought, then, that he could ne-
gotiate with Christ, as he was used to 
doing with the Sun: life and health, 
for the end of the persecution. The 
Augustus soon promulgated an edict 
of tolerance, the most benevolent that 
had been seen up to that moment. Un-
fortunately, this did not prevent the 
disease from running its course.

The last manoeuvre of 
the pagan empire

Not long after the ill-fated “recanta-
tion” of Galerius, Emperor Constantine 
granted freedom to the Church through 
the Edict of Milan. It was a victory 
for the Faith, and more and more the 
Rome of the Caesars was conquered 
by the peaceful rule of Christ.

The years went by, and in 331 a 
nephew of the emperor was born: 
Julian. The son of Christian parents, 
he was the only survivor, along with 
a half-brother, of the murder of his 
family in 337. The boy had the air of 
a mystic about him, and at the age of 
sixteen he even aspired to the priest-
hood; yet St. Gregory Nazianzen, who 
knew him, also speaks of his agitation 
and the almost unhealthy ardour that 
could be seen in his behaviour.3 

The tragedies of a troubled adoles-
cence contributed to his leaving the 
Christian ranks in order to adhere to 
the pompous Neoplatonic philoso-
phies.

In 351 he was called by Constan-
tius, successor of Constantine, to as-
sume the office of Caesar and admin-
ister Gaul. His success proved to be 
complete as a governor and as a war-
rior against the Germanic peoples, 
which increased his prestige before 
the people and the emperor.

Julian’s accession to the purple in 
361 was a natural consequence of the 
death of Constantius, and occasioned 
a veritable resurgence of paganism, 

the last great move of a tradition 
doomed to disappear.

During his journey to Constantin-
ople to assume charge over the em-
pire, the old temples were reopened 
and the pagan priests came to acclaim 
him in the streets.

The oppressive conciliation

At the beginning of his reign, Julian 
limited himself to demonstrating his 
preference for false religions without 
using force. Like a carefully admin-
istered poison, the emperor gradually 
ceded administrative posts, mostly 
held by the baptized, to pagans of his 
affinity, and rewarded members of the 
Church who apostatized. Paradoxical-

Julian’s accession 
to power brought 
with it a resurgence 
of paganism, the 
last major move of 
a tradition doomed 
to disappearance Julian the Apostate -  

Tongeren (Belgium)
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1 DANIEL-ROPS. A Igreja dos Apóstolos e 
dos mártires. São Paulo: Quadrante, 1988, 
p.387.

2 EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA. Histoire Ec-
clésiastique. L.VIII, c.9, n.1-2: SC 55, 17.

3 Cf. DANIEL-ROPS, op. cit., p.547.

ly, he wrote to the priests of the gods 
advising them to imitate the Christian 
virtues! A subliminal certificate of 
bankruptcy, no doubt.

After a few months, how-
ever, the situation changed. 
Julian began to take more 
severe measures, such as 
the application of a de-
cree ordering the restor-
ation of idolatrous wor-
ship in those churches 
of the empire that had 
once been temples of the 
gods. But the Christians 
were already too firmly 
established to expect this to 
pass without resistance.

In various regions bloody 
episodes erupted, such as the case 
of the Bishop of Aretusa, who had 
saved Julian from slaughter in 337, 
and who was tortured to death in 
punishment for an attack on pagan 
practices. They also murdered priests 
who were sound in their teachings for 
opposing idols. In short, a new era 
of persecution was looming on the 
horizon of Christianity, and everyone 
feared its consequences. Julian even 
publicly disapproved of some of the 
excesses of the idolaters, but such atti-
tudes were not the logical conclusion 
of his “conciliatory” policy between 
Christianity and pagan worship.

Before long, even these last ves-
tiges of ecumenical pseudo-tolerance 
fell away. Between 362 and 363, the 
emperor began to write openly against 
the Holy Religion. He claimed that 
the “Christian machination” was an 
invention of human malice, and that 
Christ had been nothing but a simple 
man, a kind of anarchist whose prin-
ciples would ruin society if they were 
implemented. But these outrages were 
short-lived.

An oversight leads to the end

In June 363, while retreating dur-
ing a battle in the dangerous cam-
paign in present-day Iran, Julian 

went to the rescue of his rear guard, 
but he did this so hastily that he for-
got to put on his breastplate. A spear 
pierced him in the liver. He was 
taken to his tent, where he died dur-
ing the night.

The death of this thirty-two-year-
old leader proved to be so clearly 
providential that it was quickly spread 
that in his last breath he exclaimed, 
referring to Our Lord: “You have 
won, Galilean!”

This fact is questioned by histor-
ians. In any case, its symbolism seems 

undeniable. In the end, light prevailed 
over iniquity. Rome – rich, powerful, 

influential, corrupt, sordid, apos-
tate – folded before the over-

whelming power of the truth: 
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon 
the great! It has become 
a dwelling place of de-
mons, a haunt of every 
foul spirit” (Rv 18:2).

A punishment?

Can one common 
denominator be identi-

fied in the stories of these 
emperors? The attitudes of 

the three characters – Nero, 
Galerius and Julian – consti-

tuted a rejection of the greatest 
treasure that God left on this earth: 

the Holy Catholic Church. And they 
all met an end that they could not 
have imagined when they first sat on 
the throne. 

Did they pursue the truth with evil 
intentions or out of the folly of their 
passions? By malice or by pusillan-
imity in the face of external influen-
ces? The interior of men cannot be 
known, but their motives were prob-
ably a combination of all these fac-
tors. But the fact is that these perse-
cutors passed away; Christ, however, 
remains. 

Thus, it is well to bear in mind 
Gamaliel’s words before the Sanhed-
rin: “And now, therefore, I say to you, 
refrain from these men, and let them 
alone; for if this council or this work 
be of men, it will come to nought; 
But if it be of God, you cannot over-
throw it, lest perhaps you be found 
even to fight against God” (cf. Acts 
5:38-39). 

By rejecting of 
the Holy Catholic 
Church, the enemies 
of the Faith took up 
arms against God 
Himself and died 
in their shame
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Allegory of the Church -  
Prüfening Abbey,  Regensburg (German)
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One might think that the use of discipline has 
been consigned to the past; inapplicable, 
therefore, to the “smartphone age”. This is not 
what experience and academic studies show…

he title of this article 
hearkens back to an old 
proverb1, referring to the 
need to care for a sapling 

from the start, directing its growth 
with stakes and removing undesirable 
shoots with pruning. Applied to man, 
the maxim correlates with the biblical 
dictum: “Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it” (Prv 22:6).

Good formation presupposes from 
an early age a certain discipline, that 
is, an exercise aimed at the disciple, 
in an orderly fashion, with focus 
and diligence. In this way, man has 
developed methods of learning for 
different areas of knowledge, called 
disciplines.

The word discipline also means 
punishment, and can therefore be 
confused with pure authoritarianism. 
Permissiveness rejects it a priori, 
while admitting that it may be useful 
in exceptional situations – much like 
the positive effects of a stricter diet 
for the cure of certain ailments. The 
truth is, however, that discipline is 
only salutary if allied to temperance.

The School of Caraça

In the pedagogical field, the reputa-
tion of the traditional Caraça College, 

founded in 1820 in the Brazilian city 
of Catas Altas, Minas Gerais State, 
was proverbially known for its “rigid-
ity”. In fact, the boys’ boarding school, 
run by Lazarist priests, had a regi-
mented routine, a commitment to clas-
sical studies and demanding teaching 
methods, though always seeking a 
balance: “Pupils will be formed,” the 
1955 statute claims, “in a gentle and 
firm discipline that is careful to avoid 
both exaggerated rigorism and harm-
ful laxity.”2 

Even so, rumour had it that the 
school was a kind of dungeon for un-
ruly students… 

Nothing could be further from 
the truth. From it emerged eminent 

figures in the ecclesiastical, intel-
lectual, military and political life 
of Minas Gerais and of the nation, 
including two Brazilian presidents: 
Afonso Pena and Arthur Bernardes. 
It should also be noted that it was 
during the period of greatest disci-
plinary observance, during the ad-
ministration of Fr. Clavelin between 
1867 and 1885, that the institution 
also reached its highest number of 
enrolments – between three and four 
hundred.

Discipline and achievement

It might be objected that the use of 
discipline has been consigned to the 
past; inapplicable, therefore, to the 
“smartphone age”. This is not what 
experience and academic studies have 
shown. 

It suffices to mention the case 
of nineteen-year-old Diego Franco 
Araújo, who obtained first place in 
the 2022 entrance exam for Medical 
School at the University of São Pa-
ulo. He reports that, to pass the exam 
so successfully, he stuck to a practical 
study routine, with practice exams, 
discipline and self-knowledge, com-
bining this with leisure time. 

In this context, research conducted 
by Duckworth and Seligman in 2005 

Good formation 
presupposes from an 
early age a certain 
“discipline”, apropos 
to a “disciple”, in an 
orderly fashion, with 
focus and diligence
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with one hundred and forty 8th grade 
students, found that self-discipline 
was twice as important as IQ for good 
student performance.3 

The same applies to good perform-
ance in sports. The mother of Rays-
sa Leal, Brazil’s youngest Olympic 
medallist who was thirteen years old 
when she won the prize, commented 
on her daughter’s achievement: “The 
result has nothing to do with age, but 
it is effort and discipline that make a 
champion.”

“Screen Damage”

In the face of the current ava-
lanche of distractions, particularly 
those caused by electronic devices, 
the “tempering” provided by disci-
pline is even more required. This is 
the conclusion of the book Screen 
Damage: The Dangers of Digital 
Media for Children, by the French 
neuroscientist Michel Desmurget. 
The work proves, for example, that 
good school performance is in-
versely proportional to screen time 
– whether it be on the computer, mo-
bile phone, or television – which are 
increasingly used for entertainment 
and less for school work.

The author also cites a 2011 study 
that analysed three parenting styles: 

permissive, that is, without rules; 
authoritarian, with rigidly imposed 
rules; and persuasive, with explained 
rules. The article highlights that the 
number of children likely to watch 
television for more than four hours 
a day in each group was 20%, 13% 
and 7% respectively. In other words, 
disciplinary rules are more effective 
if applied – and explained – wisely.

Desmurget concludes that the rec-
reational use of digital devices by the 
new generations is not only excessive, 
but also out of control. The situation 
in Brazil may be even more serious, 
considering the poor performance 
of its students in world education 
rankings.

For “saplings” that will 
bear good fruit…

To conclude: how do things stand 
in your home? Have you ever thought 
of turning off the electronic devices 
more often? Human activities such as 
chatting, singing, playing or reading 
will automatically ensue…

In fact, just as along with pruning 
and stakes, plants need what comes 
from above – sun and rain – so people 
need, besides discipline, to pay more 
attention to higher things – the Most 
High, the transcendent, the sublime 
values of life – and less to the opaque 
glow of digital screens. In this way, 
the “tree” will not only grow well, but 
it will also bear excellent fruit. 

1 Translator’s Note: An adaptation was 
made to substitute the Portuguese prov-
erb used in the original text with one that 
would be familiar to English-speaking 
readers.

2 ARAÚJO SILVA, José Pedro A. de. Da 
arte de educar. A escola do Caraça. Belo 
Horizonte: O Lutador, 2019, p.384.

3 Cf. DUCKWORTH, Angela L.; SELIG-
MAN, Martin E. P. Self-Discipline Out-
does IQ in Predicting Academic Perform-
ance of Adolescents. In: Psychologic-
al Science. Year XVI. N.12 (Dec., 2005); 
p.939-944.

Just as a young tree 
needs more than just 
stakes and pruning, 
people need, besides 
discipline, to pay 
more attention to 
higher things
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Those who suffer persecution for the sake of justice may 
undergo times of aridity and terrible trial, but they are continually 
sustained, preserving an interior happiness that is worth more 
than all earthly joys.

would like to reflect on one of 
the Beatitudes: “Blessed are 
they that suffer persecution for 
justice’ sake, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt 5:10).
In each of the Beatitudes, Our Lord 

Jesus Christ sets forth a principle 
which is in accordance with the nat-
ural or supernatural order of things; 
therefore, it is something in keeping 
with the wisdom, justice and goodness 
of God.

The fact that the Divine Saviour 
proclaims a Beatitude does not mean 
that it comes into effect at that mo-
ment. On the contrary, from the be-
ginning of the world, since Abel was 

murdered by Cain until the last mar-
tyr who must die before the end of 
time, all who have suffered persecu-
tion for the sake of justice are prom-
ised of the Kingdom of Heaven.

The sufferings of the soul  
are more terrible than 
those of the body

To understand why this is in the na-
ture of things, we must analyse what 
“persecution” and “for justice’ sake” 
are. 

As for the first, those who are about 
my age1 have heard so much about the 
Roman persecutions of Christians 
that, when this subject is spoken of, 

they remember those who were mar-
tyred in the Circus Maximus or the 
Colosseum at the time of the Roman 
Empire of the West. 

These, who paid for their faith with 
their lives, are the persecuted ones par 
excellence. 

Then, with a little reasoning, we 
can agree that, for example, the Cath-
olic victims of the Nazi concentration 
camps also suffered persecution. They 
died because they were Catholics; so 
they too are martyrs. This would in-
clude, for example, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, who was truly a saint and who 
died as a victim of his fidelity to the 
Catholic Faith and of his desire to help 

When we hear 
of persecution, 
we remember the 
martyrs who gave 
their lives out 
of fidelity to the 
Catholic Faith

Polish clerics and civilians, 
prisoners of Nazi troops, in the city 
of Bydgoszcz (Poland), in 1939
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people who were about to die a 
terrible death in a Nazi exter-
mination chamber.

But we are always left with 
the idea that true persecution is 
the bloody kind, that is, which 
takes someone’s life or at least 
harms the body. Psychological 
persecution, the moral torture 
inflicted on a person because he 
loves justice, is rarely presented 
to us as such. 

But however great the 
suffering of the body may be, the 
noblest part of man is the soul; 
and the sufferings of the soul, 
when they are great, are more 
terrible than great physical suffer-
ings.

In the Garden of Olives, 
Our Lord suffered 
His psychological and 
moral crucifixion

Man suffers more in the soul 
than in the body. This is the 
reason why, of all the episodes 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ’s Pas-
sion, I have a deeper and more 
immediate veneration for the agony 
in the Garden, because there He suf-
fered what could well be called His 
psychological and moral crucifixion. 

The Redeemer foresaw all that 
would be done to Him until the end, 
and He accepted it. He had to submit 
even to the slumber and infidelity of 
the Apostles; and then came all the rest. 

This suffering was so great that, 
according to the Gospels, Jesus 
began to experience desolation – that 
is to say, aridity – and dread at what 
was going to happen, and He even 
sweated blood, which is one of the 
most extreme manifestations of mor-
al suffering (cf. Mt 26:37-38; Mk 
14:33-34; Lk 22:44).

Throughout the Passion, the mor-
al suffering was greater than the 
physical. To the point that, although 
the physical suffering was unspeak-
able, Our Lord’s complaint on the 

Cross was of the moral suffering, 
the aridity in which Providence had 
left Him, the abandonment of His 
most holy humanity: “My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 
(Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34).

It is not a question of rebellion or 
of discontent, but one similar to the 
question full of submission that 

Our Lady put to Jesus when 
He was a child and had dis-
appeared. She found Him in 
the Temple and asked Him: 
“Son, why have You treated us 
so?” (Lk 2:48). It was a great 
suffering of the soul.

Jesus, therefore, suffered the 
most horrendous pains in His 
most holy Body during the Pas-
sion; but the moral pains were 
greater.

For this reason, the iconog-
raphy of the Church presents 
Our Lord with His Body covered 
with wounds, but His gaze ex-
pressing a greater suffering due 
to the infidelities and ingratitude 
that He bore, and the wickedness 
with which He was persecuted.

Therefore, we conclude once 
again that moral persecution, 
which causes the soul to suffer, 
is crueller than the persecution 
that hurts the body.

The worst form of  
persecution is to drag 
souls into sin

We have further proof of this in the 
attitude of some martyrs of the time 
of the Roman Empire in the West. 
Some of them entered the arena so 
happily that it was as though they 
were already entering Heaven, be-
cause they were spared the spiritual 
suffering by a design of God. At the 
moment when they became the prey 
of a jaguar, a tiger, or a lion, they were 
flooded with consolation, resplen-
dent with joy, utterly astonishing the 
pagan spectators of the martyrdom, 
who could not understand how, in 
such a fearful situation, one could be 
joyful.

Why this joy? The bodily suffering 
was present, but the suffering of the 
soul was absent. Thus, the principal 
category of persecution is that of the 
soul, in which the attempt is made to 
tempt and drag it into sin, so that the 
soul suffers for not consenting to sin. 

The agony of  
Our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the 
Garden reveals 
how far moral 
sufferings surpass 
physical torments

“Prayer in the Garden”, by Gregório Lopes - National 
Museum of Antique Art, Lisbon (Portugal)
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This is a quintessential form 
of persecution.

“Justice”: synthesis 
of all the virtues

The other point: perse-
cuted “for justice’ sake”.

What is the meaning of 
“justice” in this Beatitude? It 
is not only the cardinal vir-
tue of justice, by which each 
person is given what is due 
to him, what he has a right to. 
The word justice is used in the 
Old Testament to refer to the 
virtues as a whole: the theo-
logical virtues, the cardinal 
virtues and all their derived 
virtues. Therefore, one is be-
ing hated not for the defects, 
but for qualities one has.

Let us now turn to the deep-
er reason for this. The individ-
ual who suffers persecution 
for the love of justice knows 
perfectly well – and if he is not 
a cultured man, he at least has 
an intuition, because everyone, when it 
comes to his personal interest, is very 
intuitive – that he is being persecuted 
for this reason. And he also perceives 
that if he ceases to love justice, to prac-
tise virtue or to encourage virtue in 
others, such persecution will cease.

For example, the boy who is ridi-
culed by his companions because he is 
chaste is well aware that any indecen-
cy he commits will put an end to all 
antipathy towards him. Everyone who 
is persecuted has at least a hazy notion 
of the cause of that persecution.

Reward of those  
who love eternal goods 
above earthly ones

Now, despite knowing why he is 
persecuted, he prefers to accept a dif-
ficult life, full of opposition, slander 
and criticism, rather than to give up 
virtue. This means that for the sake 
of eternal and supernatural goods, he 
sacrifices his happiness on this earth.

Chastity, for example, is a natur-
al virtue. But if the individual prac-
tises it to do God’s will, from the 
perspective of Revelation, from the 
perspective of the observance of 
the Commandments, he performs a 
supernatural act.

Thus, when he prefers to be per-
secuted rather than to transgress 
against what, in an inadequate ex-
pression, we would call a super-

natural value, he gives evi-
dent proof that he loves what 
is transcendent and eternal 
more than what is earthly.

And so, because in this 
life a person has so embraced 
what is eternal and super-
natural that he has sacrificed 
earthly joy, his reward is that 
which he has loved: the King-
dom of Heaven.

That is to say, Heaven is 
given as a recompense to the 
one who, suffering persecution, 
persevered; to the one who, 
in defence of eternal values, 
sacrificed his earthly life. As a 
reward, he receives the kiss of 
God – the personification of 
the virtues he has practised, 
and whom he will contemplate 
face to face for all eternity. He 
sacrificed everything on earth, 
and he will have everything in 
the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Kingdom of Heaven  
is already realized  

on this earth

But the Kingdom of Heaven does 
not exist only in the other life. It is 
already realized on this earth. In 
other words, those who are perse-
cuted for the sake of justice have a 
peace, a tranquillity of conscience, 
an inner order that the sinner does 
not have. The Kingdom of Heaven 
dwells in them, because they prac-
tise the Commandments and remain 
in a state of grace. 

Because of this, already in this 
world they enjoy the protection and 
the care of Our Lady; they may en-
dure aridities and terrible trials, 
but they are continually sustained, 
preserving an interior happiness that 
is worth more than all earthly joys.

In one of his epistles, St. Paul re-
counts all that he has suffered, includ-
ing episodes in which he was ship-
wrecked, had to flee from a city by be-
ing lowered in a basket from a window 

He who in this 
life embraces what 
is eternal to the 
point of sacrificing 
earthly joy, has 
as a reward the 
Kingdom of Heaven

Dr. Plinio in 1975
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of a house, among a series of other 
things (cf. 2 Cor 11:23-27,33). Well, in 
the midst of these tribulations he was 
overflowing with joy.

It was not directly a joy of well-be-
ing, of sensible consolation, but a pro-
found joy of the soul, proceeding from 
his righteousness.

Persecutions are a proof of  
God’s love

Thus, to be persecuted for the sake 
of justice is a reason for joy. It is proof 
that one is with the good, that one can 
have a clear conscience. To be perse-
cuted by the wicked is to follow in the 
footsteps of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
go where He went, to carry His Cross 
like Simon of Cyrene.

We carry the Cross of Christ to the 
extent that we accept to be persecuted 
with Him. And just as the Cyrenean 
became famous in history and is con-
sidered blessed because He carried 
the Cross, we ought to give thanks to 
God if we are chosen to do so.

Indeed, not just anyone suffers per-
secution for the sake of justice. God 
gives a special proof of His love when 
He chooses someone to be persecuted, 
to at times take the place of Christ. 
This is an enormous glory, whose due 
value we should appreciate.

“Tread where I have trod”

Let us imagine that a king were to 
approach one of his subjects and say 
to him:

“Tomorrow I have to make a cere-
monious entrance into a city, but I 
cannot go. So you will act as the king; 
when you arrive there, you will give 
this notice. You will be welcomed by 
everyone and put in a car with a mag-
nificent seat, and then make a tour of 
the whole city, while the people give 
you a rousing ovation.”

The subject would kneel at the 
king’s feet and reply:

“My lord, what an honour to be 
able to take your place in such a role. 
I thank you.”

God gives a special 
proof of His love 
When He chooses 
someone to be per-
secuted for the love 
of justice, in union 
with His Divine Son

More than that, we should say to 
Our Lord Jesus Christ through Our 
Lady: “My Lord, what an honour it 
is to take Thy place and carry Thy 
Cross! How good it is of Thee to con-
fer this upon me. I accept, give me 
strength! Mother of Mercy, help me!”

Sometimes this strength is hard 
to find. A certain nun was favoured 
with a vision of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ carrying the Cross and invit-
ing her to follow Him. She set out, 

but stepping on stones and other ob-
stacles which caused her excruciating 
pain, she could hardly keep up with 
the Redeemer’s steps.

Then Jesus turned to her and said, 
“I will teach you a way by which your 
strength will not fail you. Look at the 
ground and note where I leave foot-
steps; instead of treading anywhere, 
tread where I have trod, and then the 
way will be easy for you.”

Let us unite ourselves to Our Lady 
and try to suffer with Her; in this way 
we will be on the easy and sure path 
taught by St. Louis Marie Grignion de 
Montfort. Mary Most Holy will help 
us, and we shall reach our goal. 

Taken, with adaptations, from: 
Dr. Plinio. São Paulo. Year XIV. 

N.159 (June, 2011); p.27-30

St. Clare of Montefalco carries the cross with Our Lord -  
Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum, Madrid

1 Dr. Plinio was sixty-six years old when he 
gave the conference transcribed here.
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The Holy Spirit does not move in conformity with the spirit of the world; 
in order to sanctify souls, He instigates opposition to the customs of the 
time. The hand of God is there, whether men like it or not.

he newcomers were the 
subject of commentary 
throughout the region. 
Certainly, they were re-

ligious. But to what Order did they 
belong? Nobody knew. Some of the 
better informed claimed that they 
were disgruntled monks who, dissatis-
fied with their monastery, had decid-
ed to found a new house with differ-
ent rules, and had settled there. They 
themselves were building the walls of 
their dwelling. They worked with ar-
dour, interrupting their labour only for 
times of prayer.

These men stirred up the most di-
verse opinions in their regard. Some of 
the local people and religious author-
ities criticized them for their manners 
and customs, for the clothing they 
adopted, and for the austerity of their 
rules. It was said to be an excessively 
rigid discipline, a narrow-minded in-
terpretation of the Faith, unsuitable for 
a changing world. Many thought the 
undertaking was doomed to failure.

On the other hand, there were 
those who admired the radical nature 
of the little community. Had not the 
Saviour said that the gate of salvation 
is narrow (cf. Mt 7:14) and that Heav-
en is won by those who do violence 

(cf. Mt 11:12)? Yes, some regarded the 
rigidity of the monks’ way of life not 
as a problem, but rather as the remedy 
for society and the Church.

In fact, the vast majority of people 
silently admired what they saw as 
heroism, virtue and holiness. They 
hesitated to applaud, because they 
felt challenged to imitate the example 
given, but lacked the necessary cour-
age to follow the same path.

Who were these men who elicited 
such mixed reactions?

A group of monks led by intrepid 
men who, at the end of the 11th cen-
tury, decided to carry out a revolt… a 
holy one! They founded the Cistercian 

Order, drew a multitude behind them 
and reinvigorated an historical era.

The crisis in the Church and the 
beginning of a holy rebellion

Throughout its two-thousand-year 
existence, the Church has passed 
through countless difficult moments. 
However, the crisis she faced around 
the year 1000 seemed to indicate that 
the Mystical Spouse of Christ – im-
mortal by divine promise – was en-
tering her death agony. Scandals and 
abuses multiplied everywhere, often 
caused by ecclesiastics and pastors 
unworthy of their office and negli-
gent towards their sheep. The edifice 
of Catholicism was undermined in its 
very hierarchical structure.

Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit did 
not fail to engender holy souls in that 
period. Thus, the century following 
the crisis saw the flowering of vari-
ous religious movements thirsting for 
a more perfect life. A wind of fervour 
and virtue swept through Europe.

These sentiments emboldened a 
Benedictine monk, who would be-
come known to future generations as 
St. Robert of Molesme, to initiate a 
reform within his Order. His desire? 
Simply to return to the rigorous ob-

st. alberiC

A group of monks 
guided by intrepid 
men decided to 
carry out a holy 
revolt, which won 
over multitudes 
and revitalized 
an historical era
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servance of the rule of the great Patri-
arch St. Benedict, whose spiritual 
sons, he clearly saw, were no longer 
living the ideal of holiness of the first 
hermits. 

Robert’s aspiration roused a cry of 
defiance in monastic circles. And his-
tory would prove that it was, in fact, a 
holy rebellion that he and his follow-
ers instigated.

First attempt at Molesme

In 1075, Robert and seven compan-
ions took up their abode in Molesme, 
in Burgundy. Among these pioneers, 
one stood out for his holiness and ar-
dour: Alberic.

Little is known about his life before 
he joined Robert. Cistercian tradition 
holds it as certain that he was a knight 
of noble origin, and the first historical 
documents of the Order merely de-
scribe him as a monk who was “learn-
ed, and versed in the divine and human 
sciences, who loved the rule and his 
brothers.”1 However, the traces of his 
strong and bold personality become 
evident in the history of the foundation 
of the Cistercians.

The goal of Robert and Alberic 
was not an easy one to achieve, for 
it was at odds with the religious ideal 

of the time. External criticism soon 
appeared, especially from ecclesias-
tics and other religious, perhaps be-
cause the austerity of the nascent Or-
der troubled their conscience, or be-
cause both one and the other group 
had fallen out of favour with the 
faithful, who judged the reformers’ 
way of life to be more in conformity 
with the evangelical counsels. The 
comparison of the populace creat-
ed discomfort, followed by envy, 
among the lax clerics.

The backlash of mediocrity

The first blow to the new founda-
tion was an internal division. In a few 
years Molesme had developed and 

recruited new members, but not all 
adapted to the rigour of its customs. 

The malcontents claimed that Rob-
ert’s reform was an unrealistic utopia 
and, taking advantage of a temporary 
absence of the abbot, attempted to 
soften the rule. They were opposed 
by a fervent core, led by Alberic, who 
was then prior. The debate became 
heated and soon turned into a physic-
al struggle. The laxists won: they beat 
the prior and locked him in a cell.

When Robert returned, the faith-
ful few understood that it was no 
longer possible to fulfil their dream 
in Molesme, for mediocrity had dom-
inated the monastery. 

Was the life which Alberic and 
his companions had undertaken very 
harsh? Yes, indeed it was and they 
knew it. However, the world had 
reached such extremes of sin that the 
presence of men who took virtue and 
sanctity to an extreme had become 
necessary. And the community of 
Molesme rejected this radicalism.

The Cistercians are born

Robert and Alberic, accompanied 
by twenty fervent monks, then left 
Molesme in search of a place where 
they could continue their “rebellion”.

Alberic, with his 
bold personality and 
desire for a more 
perfect religious life, 
joined Robert in the 
founding of a new 
religious Order
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Inset, founders of the Cistercian order - Mariawald 
Abbey, Heimbach (Germany); in background, 
Molesme Abbey - Laignes (France)
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They found it near Dijon, in the 
Saône valley, and settled there on 
March 21, 1098. The place was un-
inhabited and marshy, full of reeds, 
called cistels by medieval people. 
That is why the new abbey, which was 
painstakingly built by the religious, 
soon came to be known as Cîteaux, 
home of the Cistercians.

After living there for a year, Rob-
ert was ordered to return to Molesme 
by a papal legate. Alberic remained 
at the head of the Cistercians, with 
the mission of continuing the fervent 
revolt.

The Abbot of the White Monks

St. Alberic occupied the abbacy for 
ten years. It was a tremendous per-
iod in which a shortage of food and a 
scarcity of vocations shook the com-
munity. The trials, however, in no way 
shook his faith.

Insatiable for radicality, this “reb-
el” monk decided to change the hab-
it. At that time, religious habits were 
universally black. However, Alberic 
decided that his religious should wear 
a habit of white wool, as it was an in-
ferior fabric more in keeping with the 
rule of St. Benedict and with evangel-
ical poverty. 

The story is told that one night, 
while he and the other monks were 
praying together, the Mother of God 
appeared to them holding “in her 

Queen of Angels, was the light of the 
holy Abbot Alberic.”3 

To him is attributed the custom of 
invoking Mary as “Lady”.4 In medi-
eval piety, it was more customary for 
the faithful to refer to the Mother of 
God as “the Virgin”. Alberic, how-
ever, when preaching to his monks in 
the chapter, called her “my Lady”. 

How often the community wit-
nessed the abbot speak of Her as a 
child enchanted by his mother! That 
happy expression became common 
among the White Monks, and it was 
their custom to repeat: “The Lady of 
Alberic will help us!” And the Lady 
of Alberic soon became Our Lady 
of the Cistercians, so that today, on 
the lips of every afflicted soul, She 
is Our Lady.

The final and greatest trial

In the autumn of 1108, Alberic fell 
seriously ill and everything seemed 
to indicate that the holy rebellion 
had been in vain: the White Monks 
had caused admiration in the Middle 
Ages but attracted few followers. The 
Cistercians were like a besieged city 
that was about to give in for lack of 

One night, Our Lady 
appeared to Alberic 
and placed a white 
mantle over his 
head, which came 
to symbolize the 
Cistercian ideal

hands a white and luminous mantle, 
which She laid over the head of the 
astonished abbot.”2 

Thus the Cistercians’ snowy robes 
came to symbolize their life of per-
fection, and the people, in their ad-
miration, began to call those austere 
men “White Monks”.

It was Alberic who also obtained 
pontifical protection for the Cister-
cian monastery and instituted the 
converse, or lay brothers, who, al-
though living in the community, did 
not profess vows.

The first to invoke  
the Virgin as “Our Lady”

The Cistercian historical accounts 
have preserved few biographical 
details on him, but the Order’s trad-
ition has maintained to this day his 
memorable Marian devotion: “Mary, 
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Inset, St. Alberic receives the Cistercian habit from the hands  
of Our Lady - Rein Abbey (Austria); in background, Library of the  

Abbey of Cîteaux - Saint-Nicolas-lès-Cîteaux (France)
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Les plus anciens textes. Paris: 
Du Cerf, 1998, p.55-56.
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arii. Antuerpiæ: Ioannem 
Meursium, 1643, t.II, p.755.

3 GOBRY, Ivan. Les moines 
en Occident. Cîteaux. Paris: 

François-Xavier Guibert, 
1998, t.V, p.28.

4 Cf. RAYMOND, OCSO, M. 
Tres monjes rebeldes. La saga 

de Citeaux. Barcelona: Herder, 
1981, p.217.

5 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUI-
NAS. Summa Theologiæ. II-
II, q.24, a.7.

combatants. And Alberic knew it. 
Had the reform really been willed 
by God?

When Alberic closed his 
eyes to this life on January 26, 
1109, he had certainly over-
come his last and greatest 
trial: to believe that, despite 
all appearances to the con-
trary, his foundation would 
survive. This assurance did 
not come from facts – since 
the reality around him indi-
cated the opposite – but 
from faith. 

And the order f lour-
ished! St. Stephen Harding 
continued the Cistercian re-
form and a few years later, a 
brilliant young man, a fiery 
soul, joined the ranks of the White 
Monks: St. Bernard, accompanied 
by thirty-one noblemen, including 
a maternal uncle, four brothers and 
some cousins. Under the aegis of the 
great Abbot of Clairvaux, the Cister-
cian spirit – marked by a desire for 
radicalism – would spread throughout 
Europe. At the end of the 12th century, 
less than a hundred years after the 
death of St. Alberic, the Order had 343 
monasteries. The holy rebellion had 
triumphed!

It seems no exaggeration to say 
that at the root of this fantastic suc-
cess was a silent, sublime act of faith 
made by Alberic.

Rigid discipline imposed 
by the Gospel

The Cistercian reform intended to 
return to the strict observance of the 
rule of St. Benedict. But was there not 
something contrary to the sweetness 
and gentleness of the Gospel in this 

meticulous concern for rules, this at-
tachment to ancient customs, this un-
compromising asceticism and exces-
sive discipline desired by St. Alberic 
and the White Monks? Did not Jesus 
Christ himself reproach the Pharisees, 
scrupulous observers of the Law and 
traditions, in this regard?

The comparison is inevitable; it 
jumps out at the eyes of contemporary 
Catholics.

Alberic’s faith in 
the triumph of his 
work was rewarded 
after his death, 
when a youth named 
Bernard knocked at 
the doors of Cîteaux

Nevertheless, the radicality of St. 
Alberic is in complete conformity 

with the teaching of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who declared that 

He did not come to abolish 
the Law, but to bring it to its 
complete fulfilment (cf. Mt 
5:17). The recriminations 
directed at the Pharisaic 
sect, who were considered 
radical, were due to their 
hypocrisy, because their 
members did not live what 
they taught, giving more 
importance to externalities 
than to the true practice of 
the Commandments.  

In fact, the Messiah 
brought more rigorous 
precepts than those of the 

Mosaic Law, as seen, for example, in 
the discussion on the indissolubility 
of marriage and the practice of love 
of neighbour (cf. Mt 5:27-48). And the 
fulfilment of these precepts, based on 
the theological virtue of charity, re-
quires an interior attitude which con-
sequently finds expression in habits 
and ways of life, which since antiquity 
have often been considered by the 
world as exaggeration and fanaticism. 

Yet St. Thomas Aquinas5 teach-
es that charity can grow to infinity. 
In this life, there are no limits to the 
love of God: one must always move 
towards the unattainable extreme.

The contemporary world indis-
criminately condemns any form of 
radicalism, because it seems to see 
in it the origin of all conflicts, op-
pression and wars. However, it is pre-
cisely owing to the lack of men who 
unhesitatingly embrace evangelical 
radicalism that today’s society is so 
far adrift. 

“St. Bernard and his companions before the Abbot of Cîteaux”, by 
Michael Willmann - Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Warsaw
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A Crossroads  
in French History 

O
õ Fábio Ricardo Soares
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At times when the future of a country hangs in the balance, 
good preparation, combined with spirited and bold genius, 
can ensure the necessary conquests. The actions of the 
“Grand Condé” at the Battle of Rocroi stand out  
as a shining example of this.

n many occasions in his-
tory, the future of a na-
tion, or even of the world, 
has been decided on the 

basis one apparently weak soul, who 
nevertheless carried within himself the 
promise of great achievements. 

Thus, the magnificent France of the 
early 17th century owed all the glory 
and splendour of Louis XIV to a young 
man not yet twenty-two years of age: 
Louis II of Bourbon, Duke d’Enghien 
and Prince of Condé, known as the 
Grand Condé. And all of this was the 
consequence of a battle…

A great danger for France

It was the year 1643. Europe was 
immersed in the Thirty Years’ War, a 
religious conflict deeply intertwined 
with political issues, over which riv-
ers of blood had already flowed in 
much of the continent. 

The French monarch Louis XIII 
was suffering from the illness that 
would soon lead to his death. His for-
mer confidant, Cardinal Richelieu, a 

ow of the greatest military force of 
the time, the dreaded Spanish Tercios, 
invincible for more than a hundred 
years, descending upon her, led by an 
experienced officer, Don Francisco de 
Melo. Unless some drastic measure 
was taken, the eldest daughter of the 
Church would succumb in short or-
der to the pikes and arquebuses of the 
enemy infantry.

The French monarch, in his last 
days, did not fear to place his entire 
army under the direction of a rela-
tively inexperienced military man. It 
seemed a desperate gamble: he ap-
pointed Louis, Duke d’Enghien, as 
head of his army. At that moment, the 
fate of France was in the hands of a 
young man of twenty-one… But who 
was this youth to whom the king en-
trusted his troops? 

The youth of Louis II of Bourbon

Louis, the son of Henri II de Condé 
and Charlotte Marguerite de Mont-
morency, was born on September 8, 
1621, into the most illustrious family 

the battle of roCroi

statesman who had shown himself un-
yielding in the face of the great pow-
ers of the day, had also been rendered 
powerless in the face of illness – that 
enemy often sent by God himself – 
and had, the previous year, already 
delivered his soul to the just divine 
judgement, having left title of Prime 
Minister to his right-hand man, Car-
dinal Mazarin. 

Weakened by this political instab-
ility and under attack from all sides, 
France now saw the threatening shad-

Louis XIII did not 
fear to appoint as 
commander of his 
army a youth of 
twenty-one, in whose 
hands was placed the 
destiny of France
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in France: the Bourbons. He inherited 
the title of Duke d’Enghien and, after 
the death of his progenitor, also that of 
Prince of Condé. 

At the age of eight, his father de-
termined that he should study under 
the auspices of the Jesuits at the lycée 
Sainte-Marie in Bourges. Despite the 
simplicity of the classroom, whoever 
entered it would find the nephew 
of King Louis XIII seated separate-
ly, raised on a gilded dais, so that he 
would be given due deference.

From an early age, Louis’ love of 
arms ignited in his heart a desire for 
heroic deeds. As a child, he used to or-
ganize small-scale wars with the other 
boys, assuming for himself the role of 
commander. Before going into battle, 
he would make speeches in Latin, a 
language which he spoke as fluently 
as French.

Years later, he entered the Royal 
Academy for young nobility. Always 
decorous and especially dedicated, 
Louis excelled in all the arts, from 
horsemanship to mathematics. In short, 
the prince was gradually develop-
ing the profile of a general. However, 
Richelieu proposed that he should first 
join the army as a soldier before begin-
ning to command. In this way, knowing 
first-hand the struggles and difficulties 
faced by his subordinates, he would be 
prepared to be both resolute in making 
difficult decisions and as affable as a 
true father in times of peace, gaining 
his men’s trust – an indispensable con-
dition for triumph in war.

In fact, a charismatic leader was 
indispensable, as the French army had 
become demoralized. After the death 
of the Prime Minister, many officers 
had left their posts under various 
pretexts and salaries were in arrears. 
In general, the army was already re-
signed to defeat.

Heading for the battlefield

It was up to him, who Bossuet de-
scribed as “a young prince of royal 
blood who had victory in his eyes,”1 

to raise the morale of the French 
forces and lead them to triumph. And 
the Duke succeeded. 

He began by re-establishing disci-
pline, gathering the troops that were 
scattered throughout the country into 
fortified bases, so that they could 
move swiftly in the face of any enemy 
onslaught. But the decisive factor for 
cohesion was his genius and his strik-
ing presence: 

“He had above all, to the highest 
degree, that supreme gift of the lead-
er, that gift which nothing replaces 
and without which everything else is 
nothing: authority. It was enough for 
him to appear to impose himself. He 
had the promptness and firmness of 

resolve that inspire confidence; the 
bravery and enthusiasm that draw 
admiration; and that irresistible dom-
inance that ensures obedience and 
breaks down all barriers. […] He also 
knew how to calculate, to see things 
correctly and to temper enthusiasm 
when the need arose. He knew how 
to combine prudence and tenacity ac-
cording to circumstances.”2 

He restored the soldiers’ spirits and 
marched off to face the Spaniards, 
whom he met at Rocroi, near the Bel-
gian border.

 On May 17, 1643, to reach the 
battlefield it would be necessary for 
the French army to cross a strait, 
which would make them an easy 
target for the enemy. Louis chose to 
take his chances. Extreme swiftness 
guaranteed that the daring manoeuvre 
achieved the ideal result: the Duke 
d’Enghien was able to encamp in 
front of the Spaniards. 

The day before, the prince had re-
ceived news of Louis XIII’s death. 
However, this had no effect on his 
attitude against the adversary. He 
gathered his general staff and asked 
whether it would be more advanta-
geous to engage in battle or to make 
small skirmishes, with the sole pur-

The young Prince 
of Condé had to 
raise the morale of 
the French forces 
and lead them to 
triumph against the 
dreaded “Tercios”

“The Battle of Rocroi”, by Sauveur Le Conte - Condé Museum, Chantilly (France); 
previous page, Louis II of Bourbon, Prince of Condé - Palace of Versailles (France)
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pose of confusing the enemy and 
gaining time. The prudent voice of his 
advisors, especially that of Marshal 
de L’Hospital, replied that in view of 
so many misfortunes, the second op-
tion seemed more plausible. Added to 
the death of their sovereign, a defeat 
would be disastrous for France. 

However, that young warrior, au-
dacious and perspicacious, did not 
share this opinion and, in this case, his 
genius prevailed against the languid 
voices of the officers. Questioned 
about possible defeat, Louis replied: 
“That doesn’t concern me, for I shall 
die first.”3 To risk all for everything – 
that was his determination.

As May 18 drew to a close, the 
French commander reviewed all his 
troops and set the battle for the fol-
lowing morning. The night was so 
peaceful for the young prince that 
it was necessary to wake him at the 
stipulated hour because, unlike most 
of the combatants, incapable of any 
rest due to the euphoria that griped 
them on the eve of the confrontation, 
he slept.

The armies

D’Enghien has under his orders 
twenty-two thousand soldiers, six 
thousand jinetes and twelve cannons, 
distributed in good battle array, keep-

ing the cavalry on the extremities. 
Melo, on the other hand, has seven-
teen thousand infantrymen, eighteen 
cannon, and eight thousand cavalry-
men distributed in a similar manner, 
with the fearsome Tercios viejos in the 
centre.4 

Contrary to what one would think 
at first sight, parity does not reign 
between the armies. Although the 
French have more infantrymen, there 
is no doubt that the Spanish army is 
better disciplined. 

In this battle, in which the future 
of the Church’s firstborn daughter 
will be decided, a tragic end seems 
irreversible. It only appears so. After 
all, the decisive factor in great strug-
gles is the strength of the command-
er’s spirit, and this the future Prince 

of Condé had emblazoned on his 
warrior soul.

The climactic moment of the battle

In the early morning of the 19th, 
having been awakened at the appoint-
ed hour, he arms himself with great 
nimbleness, but refuses the helmet. 
Like Henry IV at Ivry, he dons a felt 
hat, on which he places a white plume 
in the manner of a panache. His sol-
diers would thus recognize that the 
brave warrior was defying his ene-
mies with aplomb. At that moment, 
news arrived that Melo is expecting 
reinforcements at noon. With time 
running out, Louis launches the at-
tack. The hour is four o’clock in the 
morning. 

The disorganized Spaniards are 
surprised by the speed and fury of 
the French army, and succumb to the 
Duke’s cavalry. His aquiline gaze 
takes in the vulnerability of the Ter-
cios in face of the position he has just 
conquered. He then launches a new 
attack, which once again destabilizes 
them. 

However, just as d’Enghien is con-
quering the centre, his left wing, led 
by La Ferté Sennetere, is dispersed by 
the enemy cavalry due to a careless 
act on his part. The reinforcements 
provided by the French only aggra-

In this battle, 
which would decide 
the future of the 
firstborn daughter 
of the Church, 
everything seemed to 
point to a tragic end
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“The Battle of Rocroi”, by François-Joseph-Heim Palace of Versailles (France)
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1 HENRI ROBERT. Os grandes 
processos da História. Por-
to Alegre: Globo, 1961, v.IV, 
p.54.

2 Idem, p.56.

3 Idem, p.59.
4 Cf. PALADILHE, Dominique. 

Le Grand Condé. Héros des 
guerres de Louis XIV. Paris: 
Pygmalion, 2008, p.37.

5 HENRI ROBERT, op. cit., 
p.67.

6 Cf. BOSSUET, Jacques-Bé-
nigne. Oraison funèbre du 
Prince de Condé. In. MIGNE, 

J.-P. (Ed.). Collection intégrale 
et universelle des orateurs 
sacrés. Paris: Ateliers Cath-
oliques du Petit-Montrouge, 
1846, t.XXV, col.1309.

vate the crisis. All the cannons are in 
enemy hands. While at first every-
thing had promised victory, now the 
most terrible loss occurs. However, 
the courage and valour of the French 
commander, in an irrepressible élan, 
sends him with lightning speed to 
the other side of the melee, where he 
finds Sirot at the head of the reserve 
corps and soon helps him to subdue 
the right wing of the Spaniards.

Meanwhile, the fearsome Tercios 
assert the defensive position that 
has earned them the title of invin-
cible. Thrice d’Enghien tries to break 
through the human fortress, and he is 
thrice repelled. But no wall can stop 
that jovial force. The Spaniards fall 
one after another, until Fontaine, vali-
ant commander of the Spanish infan-
try, surrenders his soul. In this climac-
tic hour, the Spaniards raise a white 
flag. It is the end of the battle. 

Of the Spanish army, there are 
eight thousand dead, seven thousand 
taken prisoner, and the rest dispersed 
in flight, abandoning victuals, bag-
gage, dozens of standards, hundreds 

of flags, and Melo’s noble baton of 
command, studded with the names of 
his victories. Louis, Duke of Enghien, 
at this instant removes his hat and 
gives thanks to God for the conquest.

Rocroi, a milestone in history

With the victory at Rocroi, he 
saved the kingdom from a possible 
Spanish invasion, which would have 
struck France at the tragic moment of 
Louis XIII’s death. 

This episode so marked the coun-
try and its combatants that in another 

battle in the year 1648, when Louis – 
already bearing the title with which he 
was to be immortalized, Grand Con-
dé – was facing a far superior ene-
my army, in a desperate manoeuvre 
he simulated a retreat and, recalling 
that blessed day of May 19, 1643, he 
gathered his last remaining strength, 
turned around at the perfect moment 
and cried, “Remember Rocroi!”5 The 
bold gesture produced a surge of en-
thusiasm in the soldiers, sparking a 
turnaround in the battle and giving 
France another magnificent victory.

The genius of this hero, though 
it launched him into many dangers, 
made him immortal, for true glory 
is born when the soul knows how 
to draw from itself – or rather to im-
petrate from God – the determination 
needed to face the greatest difficulties. 
It is not without reason that Bossuet,6 
in the funeral eulogy to the great com-
mander, quoted the words of the Angel 
to Gideon: “The Lord is with you, you 
mighty man of valour. […] Go in this 
might of yours […] I [the Lord] will be 
with you” (Jgs 6:12, 14, 16). 

The genius of this 
hero – who drew 
from himself and 
obtained from God the 
fortitude needed to 
face the greatest perils 
– immortalized him

“Rocroi, the last Tercio” , by Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau
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The solution for a distressing problem, such as the cure of 
a patient whom doctors have declared beyond recovery, 
or prompt intervention to free someone from a small 
inconvenience of daily life. The variety of Dona Lucilia’s 
interventions never ceases to amaze her devotees.

any waters cannot 
quench love, neither 
can floods drown it” 
(Sg 8:7). How well 

these words apply to Dona Lucilia! 
Would she, who spent her life loving 
God in her neighbour, do any differ-
ently after crossing the threshold of 
eternity? Now, one of the ways in 

which she shows her unfathomable 
love to those who confide in her 
is to give a prompt answer to their 
requests.

A serious accident and an 
extraordinary cure

Wishing to express her gratitude 
to Dona Lucilia, Mrs. Cristiane 

Ramos, who resides in the city of 
Caieiras (Brazil), sends us an inter-
esting report of how she has always 
been attended by this charitable 
mother in moments of need.

Her husband, a lieutenant in the 
Fire Brigade, suffered an accident 
in September 2018. He was fight-
ing a fire in a building in the down-
town area of São Paulo when he and 
other members of the team became 
trapped on the third floor. When he 
was finally rescued, he had internal 
and external burns on about 20% 
of his body. Given the gravity of 
the situation, he was intubated and 

hiGhliGhts of dona luCilia’s interCession

Dona Lucilia with her great-grandson

Cristiane Ramos 
relates that Dona 
Lucilia surpassed 
her expectations: 
two days after her 
request, her husband 
was discharged
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taken to the ICU of the Burn Unit of 
the Hospital das Clínicas. There he 
remained for almost a month, under-
going such painful treatments as de-
bridement of the skin.

Cristiane never stopped praying 
for his recovery. She tells us: “At a 
certain moment I asked Dona Lu-
cilia to at least arrange for my hus-
band to leave the ICU and go to a 
room, which would facilitate contact 
with his family.” Dona Lucilia sur-
passed all her expectations: just two 
days after making the request, her 
husband not only left the ICU, but 
was discharged. “This was the first 
great miracle of Dona Lucilia for 
the benefit of my family,” concludes 
Cristiane, full of gratitude.

Once again,  
she did not abandon them

In 2021, while jubilantly await-
ing the birth of Miguel, her second 
child, Cristiane was dismayed to 
receive the diagnosis that he would 
be born with Down’s syndrome, pos-
sibly aggravated by a heart disease. 
As if this were not enough, it was 
also found that the baby was already 
showing a decline in growth, and the 
cardiotocography test indicated that 
his movements were not as expected 
for his gestational age. In short, the 

Dona Lucilia delights in coming to 
the aid of people who ask her to solve 
little problems of everyday life.

Such is the case of Mrs. Helsi 
Carrera from Peru.

It was June 24, 2022, Solemnity 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Helsi’s 
work shift would end at 6 p.m., leav-
ing her with very little time to pick 
up a friend at the end of the day so 
that they could go to Mass togeth-
er. She hurried out, got into her car 
and drove off. Everything was going 
fine until she was caught in a terrible 
traffic jam at a roundabout! All the 
cars were at a standstill. She had no 
choice but to start watching the Mass 
transmitted live on the internet… 

She called to report the delay to 
her friend, who suggested she ask 
for the help of the Angels. Helsi 
began to pray, but Dona Lucilia im-
mediately came to mind. “Of course! 
How could I not have recourse to 
her?” Helsi relates. And she ad-
dressed this filial prayer to her: 
“Mother, come to my aid! Get me 
out of here! Open the way for me so 
that I can reach the Mass in honour 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, whom 
you love so much and to whom you 
were so devoted!” 

Immediately, the traffic jam 
began to clear, and Helsi soon had 

gravity of the situation was such that 
even the doctors themselves were 
perplexed.

Distressed by the uncertain pros-
pect she was facing, Cristiane under-
stood that help could only come 
from Heaven, and she consecrated 
her unborn child to Dona Lucilia. 

At thirty-seven weeks of preg-
nancy, during a routine consulta-
tion, the couple was informed of 
the need to deliver the baby that 
very day, in view of Miguel’s condi-
tion. The mother says: “Those were 
moments of great anguish. I spent 
about eight hours receiving medi-
cation to stimulate his movement, 
but he did not respond. Finally, the 
doctor decided to start a Caesarean 
section.” 

Against all expectations, Miguel 
cried loudly at birth and did not need 
any respiratory support or surgical 
intervention. He went straight into 
his mother’s arms. Cristiane con-
cludes: “As soon as he was in my 
arms, I thanked Dona Lucilia with 
all my heart for this great miracle of 
a safe delivery.”

Opening the way to  
the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Following the example of Our 
Lady, the most indulgent of mothers, 
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Dona Lucilia  
also delights in 
coming to the aid  
of those who 
ask her to solve 
small problems of 
everyday life

At left, Helsi Carrera next to a portrait of 
Dona Lucilia; at right, Benjamin beside 
the picture of Dona Lucilia which was 

found among his papers
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the great pleasure of telling her 
friend about the reliable goodness of 
Dona Lucilia.

“I am with you and  
your request has been heard”

During the covid-19 pandemic, 
Benjamin, youngest son of Mrs. 
Claudia Espejo, also living in Peru, 
spent two years without attending 
school. When things finally returned 
to normal, he showed great diffi-
culty in adapting to a return to the 
classroom. He underwent a psycho-
logical test, which detected an atten-
tion-deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD). The psychologist recom-
mended consulting a neuropediatri-
cian, who gave a troubling diagnosis: 
Level 1 autistic spectrum disorder. 

Very fearful about her son’s fu-
ture, Claudia prayed and cried a 
lot. One day she remembered that 
a Herald priest had told her that a 
mother is permitted to give her chil-
dren a blessing. So, one night when 
she was praying with them, she 
took holy water and made a sign of 
the cross on Benjamin’s back, mak-
ing this petition to Dona Lucilia: “I 
entrust my son to you. Help me as 
a mother, and adopt him.” And she 
continued to pray for him at home 
and in church, before the Blessed 
Sacrament.

She then began to notice changes 
in the boy’s behaviour. A new psych-
ological examination showed a very 
encouraging result: 90% recovery, 
a scenario confirmed by the teacher 
hired to help him at home. And the 

of the OAB-SP [Order of Attorneys 
of Brazil-São Paulo], wishing to 
show his gratitude to Dona Lucilia, 
gives us his testimony:

“I had a financial obligation, that 
is, a monthly fee I had to pay which 
I considered to be unfair. As amic-
able attempts to free myself from 
this obligation were unsuccessful, I 
was compelled to resort to judiciary 
power. From the first moment that 
the lawsuit was filed, I asked Dona 
Lucilia to intercede in Heaven for 
me, and that, if it was God’s will, I 
would obtain total exoneration from 
the referred obligation. To my de-
light and surprise, at the beginning of 
the process, days after the filing, the 
judge granted an injunction exoner-
ating me completely from the month-
ly payment. In the end, the sentence 
confirmed the injunction decision 
and the opposing party did not file an 
appeal.”

Dr. Sampel recognizes Dona Lu-
cilia’s intervention in this rapid solu-
tion to the problem.

school monitor reported that he was 
striving to progress every day and his 
grades had improved, further com-
menting that he was “a very noble 
boy with a big heart.”

Now, one day when Claudia was 
organizing Benjamin’s drawers, she 
was greatly surprised to find a pic-
ture of Dona Lucilia among his pa-
pers. And she sent us this touching 
testimony: “I cannot explain how 
that picture got there. When I took it 
in my hands, I felt that it was saying: 
‘I am with you and your request has 
been heard.’ Benjamin’s change was 
really something inexplicable. I put 
the picture in my room and every 
time I look at it I feel the love that 
a mother has – I who have four chil-
dren and would give anything for 
them.”

Quick and complete resolution

Dr. Edson Luís Sampel, professor 
at the Superior Institute of Canon 
Law of Londrina and President of the 
Special Commission of Canon Law 

Above, great-granddaugher of Izabel 
Moura with a photo of Dona Lucilia;  
at left, the oratory of Dr. Edson Sampel, 
where we can find, among his favourite 
devotions, a picture of Dona Lucilia

“I had read a  
text telling about  
some of 
Dona Lucilia’s 
miracles. So I clung 
to her and asked 
her with faith!”
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A supplication made with faith

Mrs. Izabel Moura, from Ron-
donópolis (Brazil), also tells us how 
Dona Lucilia answered her prayer. 
Her great-granddaughter, who was 
the only eight months old, had an 
uncontrollable cough. She was im-
mediately taken to the doctor and 
took the prescribed medicine, but 
without any result. Her situation 
steadily worsened, to the point 
where the child lost her breath and 
fainted. 

who prescribed some medicine. In a few 
days the baby recovered completely.

*     *     *

As we learn of more of the in-
numerable favours obtained from 
the Good Lord through Dona Lu-
cilia, for those who request her help 
and assistance, let us not hesitate 
to have recourse to her in the diffi-
cult situations of life, whatever they 
may be. 

Izabel recounts the outcome of the 
case: “We were desperate, but she 
quickly recovered from her fainting 
swoon. I had read a text about some 
of Dona Lucilia’s miracles. So I clung 
to her and asked her to calm the girl’s 
cough, since the doctor had not yet 
found the right remedy. I asked with 
faith! And from that moment on she 
no longer coughed as before.” 

Once this first affliction was re-
solved, it was possible to obtain a diag-
nosis of the ailment from a specialist, 

hat most stood out in Dona 
Lucilia was this extra-

ordinary mystery of motherhood 
that made her love anyone and 
everyone. A person needed only to 
approach her with confidence and 
openness of soul, to immediately 
feel captured by her enveloping 
goodness and by that magnificent 
way of being which Dr. Plinio 
described as “velvety”. She treat-
ed others with a sweetness and 
a desire to please that were truly 
captivating.

One might imagine that this 
affability and affection would lead 
Dona Lucilia to make compromis-
es with evil. It would be a mistake 
to suppose so, for this benevo-
lence was not a sign of liberalism; 
on the contrary, it was very rad-
ical, prompting her to a love of the 
good taken to the furthest limits, 
because she loved God. And she 
had, therefore, a true hatred of 
evil. In what did this hatred of evil 
consist?

The essence of Dona Lucilia’s 
combativeness came from a very 
deep principle of love for God: 
He is the supreme Being, the Cre-
ator and Redeemer, and must be 
loved above all things. Now, in 

the whole order of creation, there 
is nothing so opposed to God as 
sin, for it is the act by which an in-
telligent creature, Angel or man, 
rebels against God and proclaims 
another law, contrary to the divine 
one, and, in effect, places himself 
on an equal footing with Him.

This caused a true shock in 
Dona Lucilia’s soul, and an im-
mediate sorrow to see that God, 
who is so surpassingly good, 
was not receiving all the love and 
praise He deserved. For this rea-
son, she would try to find a means 
for that soul to convert and enter 
once again into harmony with 
God, repenting of the offence 
committed against Him.

This is exactly how God acts 
with us: He loves us with an extra-
ordinary love and, after our having 
committed a sin, He desires noth-
ing more than to forgive us and 
restore to us all that we have lost; 
He can, even at the hour of death, 
grant a grace of perfect contrition 
and save that soul. But He does not 
compromise with evil or condone 
faults, because He is the integral 
Cause, without any stain. […] 

[Dona Lucilia] was enchanted 
by innocence, and experienced 

an interior revulsion and real 
indignation towards anything 
that was adverse to it. This is ex-
plained by the fact that she was 
so deeply united to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus that for her the law 
of goodness and the law of truth 
were one. In other words, the 
starting point of her maternal love 
was the same as that of the Com-
mandments, and therefore, when 
it came to principles, she revealed 
a total radicality: she held stead-
fast to her morals, not yielding 
even a millimetre in anything, as 
Dr. Plinio once commented: “This 
energy had something in common 
with her goodness; and it was the 
unbreakable energy of which she 
gave proof on certain occasions: 
‘On ne passe pas! – You do not 
cross that line!’” 

Taken from: CLÁ DIAS, EP, 
João Scognamiglio. 

O dom de sabedoria na mente, 
vida e obra de 

 [The Gift of Wisdom in the Mind, 
Life and Work of]  

Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira.  
Città del Vaticano-São Paulo:  

LEV; Lumen Sapientiæ,  
2016, vol. 1, p.132-133
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Mexico – Devotion to Our Lady, the Holy Rosary and the Scapular of Carmel were the topics discussed at the A Day 
with Mary gathering, held in Mexico City on November 13. The programme featured the celebration of Holy Mass, 
renewal of consecration to the Blessed Virgin and Scapular enrolment (photo 1), as well as several talks (photo 2). 
Two days later, a retreat preached at the Parish of Our Lady of Tres Ave Marias in the city of Aguascalientes brought 
together the region’s coordinators and participants in the Mary Queen of Hearts Shrine Apostolate (photos 3, 4 and 5).
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Mairiporã (Brazil) – On November 26, Most Rev. Sérgio Aparecido Colombo, Bishop of Bragança Paulista, 
administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to twenty-five members of Our Lady of Graces Parish, which the diocese 
has entrusted to the Heralds of the Gospel. The ceremony took place in St. Jude Thaddeus Church, with the presence 
of several concelebrants and members of the Heralds, along with the sponsors and families of the Confirmandi.
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United States and Canada – The first group to complete the preparation course for Consecration to the Blessed 
Virgin according to the method of St. Louis de Montfort, taught in English by Fr. Michael Carlson, EP, made their 
consecration on November 5. The course was offered through the Heralds of the Gospel’s Reconquest Catholic 
Formation Platform, and the in-person ceremonies, attended by faithful from several states and provinces of these 
countries, took place at Good Shepherd Parish in Miami (photo 1), and at St. John Paul II Parish in Montreal (photo 2).
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Portugal – Among the most significant activities carried out in this country were the retreat preached by Fr. Carlos 
Werner Benjumea, EP, from October 7 - 9 in the city of Braga (photos 1 and 2); the Sacrament of Confirmation 
administered on October 29 by Bishop Nuno Manuel dos Santos Almeida, Auxiliary of Braga, at the Heralds of the 
Gospel’s house in Guimarães (photos 4 and 5); and the First Saturday Communion of Reparation on November 4, 
organized by the Heralds at Holy Cross Church in Braga (photo 3).
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Guatemala – To mark the month of the Rosary, the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary visited, on 
October 4, the Margarita Cruz Ruiz Home (photos 1 and 2) and the Herrera Llerandi Hospital (photo 3), both located 
in Guatemala City.

P
ho

to
s:

 M
ar

ia
 C

ec
ili

a 
M

ai
a

P
ho

to
s:

 S
an

tia
go

 L
un

a

Colombia – On October 8, the Church of Our Lady of Fatima in the municipality of Tocancipá hosted the National 
Encounter of the Mary Queen of Hearts Shrine Apostolate. The above photos depict different moments during the 
event, which included a musical performance and the celebration of Holy Mass.

P
ho

to
s:

 U
rb

an
o 

N
go

ka

Mozambique – Archbishop Piergiorgio Bertoldi, Apostolic Nuncio to this country, administered the Sacrament of 
Confirmation at the house of the Heralds of the Gospel in Maputo, on October 29 (photo 3). November 1 was dedicated 
to visiting the sick, bringing them spiritual comfort and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (photos 1 and 2).
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Peru – From October 5 - 9, the Heralds carried out a Marian mission in the city of Ayaviri, located in the Department 
of Puno, almost four thousand metres above sea level. The people received the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary with great enthusiasm in the cathedral, at religious houses, at public institutions and private 
residences, as well as in various rural communities.

P
ho

to
s:

 X
av

ie
r 

Ja
co

b

Paraguay – On September 29, St. Michael’s Church in Asunción celebrated its Patron’s feast day with a 
procession, embellished with music provided by the Heralds of the Gospel, and the celebration of Holy Mass, 
presided over by Cardinal Adalberto Martínez Flores, the Metropolitan Archbishop.
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Catholic cemetery desecrated 
in United States

On Halloween night, October 31, 
a group of vandals broke into Cal-
vary Catholic Cemetery, located in 
Rochester, Minnesota. The criminals 
spray-painted obscene phrases and 
satanic messages on a statue of Our 
Lord, a cross, two gravestones and 
five walls of a memorial. 

Most Rev. Robert Emmet Barron, 
Bishop of Winona-Rochester, the dio-
cese where the cemetery is located, ex-
pressed his condemnation of the dese-
cration and offered to collaborate with 
the local police in identifying those re-
sponsible so that they may answer for 
their actions before the courts. 

procession with the recitation of the 
Rosary.

Although 90% of the population of 
Bangladesh is Muslim, the Catholic 
Church there enjoys great respect due 
to the excellence of Catholic educa-
tional institutions, as well as for the 
Church’s importance in the field of 
health and humanitarian activity. 

Intolerance against Christians 
in Europe continues

The Observatory on Intolerance 
and Discrimination against Chris-
tians in Europe published its annual 
report for the year 2021 in Vienna on 
November 14. 

In addition to the five hundred 
hate crimes – including acts of van-
dalism, theft, arson, and even assaults 
and attacks on believers and clerics – 
committed in nineteen countries on 
the continent, the report highlights 
the media’s lack of transparency and 
censorship in reporting these offences, 
the alarmingly frequent use of nega-
tive stereotyping against Christians, 
and the ineffective intervention of au-
thorities in dealing with these attacks 
on religious freedom. 

More than four thousand 
Christians murdered 
in Nigeria in 2022

A report released by Intersociety 
– the International Society for Civil 
Liberties and the Rule of Law – shows 
how Nigeria has been ravaged by a 
continuous and growing persecution 
against Catholics by radical Islamist 
groups. 

According to the data presented, in 
ten months of 2022 – January to Octo-
ber – 4,020 Christians were killed in 
jihadist attacks and 2,315 kidnapped, 
which is an average of thirteen mur-
ders and eight kidnappings per day.

Course on exorcism held in 
Colombia publishes its conferences 

After the Second Course on Exor-
cism and Prayer for Deliverance, 

held in the month of June in Bogo-
ta, the Doctrine Department of the 
Episcopal Conference of Colombia 
published the book Memoirs of the 
Second Course on Exorcism, with the 
aim of publicizing the conferences 
held on that occasion. 

The congress was addressed by Ital-
ian experts and one hundred and ten 
people participated, including bishops, 
priests and religious, as well as lay ex-
perts in psychology and psychiatry.

Thirty thousand Catholics 
pay homage to Our Lady 
in Muslim country

In October, about thirty thousand 
Catholics gathered at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Fatima in the Sherpur 
district of Bangladesh to participate in 
the annual pilgrimage in honour of the 
Mother of God. Along with the cele-
bration of Holy Mass, the programme 
included Eucharistic Adoration, a 
Way of the Cross, and a candlelight 

Nocturnal Adoration in Barcelona 
receives new members

On November 19, the Parish of St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus in Barce-
lona welcomed more than five hun-
dred adorers of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and their families, for the trad-
itional annual vigil celebrated on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King. On this 
occasion, seventy-five new members 
of the Nocturnal Adoration were re-
ceived – most of them young people. 
During the ceremony, presided over 
by Most Rev. Javier Vilanova Pellisa, 
Auxiliary Bishop, there was also the 
presentation of commendations to 
those who, throughout the year, had 
distinguished themselves for the 
number of vigils taken on. 

Nocturnal Adoration in Spain was 
inaugurated in 1877, and even in the 
midst of the great secularization that 
the country is facing, the number of 
faithful who sign up for the vigils has 
steadily increased, especially among 
the youth. In the section of worshippers 
from the Barcelona region alone there 
are eight Perpetual Adoration chapels, 
to which more than three hundred and 
fifty faithful flock every night.
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n commemoration of Christmas, the European Parliament, with its 
headquarters in Brussels, exhibited a nativity scene for the first time 

in its history. The initiative came from Spanish Member of Parliament 
Isabel Benjumea, a practising Catholic, and was supported by the cur-
rent president of the Parliament and other Spanish Members of Parlia-
ment who financed its making.

The petition, made since 2019, did not receive approval until 2022. 
The deputies hope that this step will be the beginning of a new tradi-
tion in the chamber, giving a place to the Christian roots of Europe.

Church dedicated to Our Lady 
of Graces inaugurated in Brazil 

Inspired by marvels of the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of the Rosary in 
Caieiras, in the Brazilian State of Sao 
Paulo, which he visited on the occa-
sion of the priestly ordination of his 
son, Fr. Inácio de Araújo Almeida, 
priest of the Heralds of the Gospel and 
superior of the Association in Rome, 
seventy-seven-year-old Mr. Inácio 
Alves de Almeida conceived the con-
struction of a church dedicated to Our 
Lady of Graces in the municipality of 
Graça, in the north-eastern State of 
Ceará. 

The Mass for the inauguration of 
the church, celebrated on November 
27, was presided over by Most Rev. 
Edimilson Neves Ferreira, Bishop 
of Tianguá, and concelebrated by Fr. 
Inácio Almeida.

The new church was erected with 
the collaboration of the Mercy Fund, 
a project founded in 2005 by the Her-
alds of the Gospel with the objective 
of assisting needy parishes and charit-
able entities connected to the Church. 

French baguette declared 
Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity

French gastronomy has won the 
admiration of thousands around the 
world, and one of its major symbols 
has recently been granted the status 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity by UNESCO: the artisanal 
baguette. 

The declaration was a cause for 
rejoicing among the French, espe-
cially for the professionals who work 
as artisans in the production of the 
famous loaf, which is sure to receive 

added recognition from consumers. 
According to the information that 
underpinned the decision on Novem-
ber 30, over six billion baguettes are 
produced each year in France alone. 

Another church burned in Chile

In the early hours of November 10, 
another Catholic church became the 
target of vandals in Chile. This time, 
a chapel dedicated to St. Joseph, in the 
Diocese of Temuco, was set ablaze, as 
well as a church in the same locality. 
According to the Diocesan Adminis-
trator, Fr. Juan Andrés Basly Erices, 
the place of worship was completely 
destroyed. 

These attacks are taking place in 
the midst of the conflict with the Ma-
puche indigenous people, which has 
been causing unrest in the Chilean 
region of Araucânia.
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European Parliament headquarters in Brussels
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The Forest Fire

“O
õ Alexis Lourdes Rodrigues

46      Heralds of the Gospel · January 2023

Story for Children... or for AdultS full of fAith?

Neither the cheetah nor the elephant had succeeded; the lion was no 
help; the proud giraffe remained indifferent; the beaver only thought 
of himself. The swallow… would she be able to do something?

h no! What a disaster!” Gab-
riel gasped, seeing the fire 
that was rapidly consuming 
the woodland around him. 

“Who will be able to put out a fire that 
is devouring an entire forest?”

His thoughts raced: “Here I am all 
alone… This smoke is suffocating. 
How did I even get here? And…” But 
before he could begin to make any 
sense of the situation, he was startled 
by the sound of voices.

“I thought I was alone, but I guess 
I was wrong! Where are those voices 
coming from?” the boy wondered.

He decided to walk in the direc-
tion of the sounds, following his ears. 

What was his astonishment when he 
came upon a group of animals… talk-
ing! He crept closer, and the creatures 
did not seem to notice his presence. 
So he decided to stay and listen to 
their discussion, in the hope that they 
might come up with some way out of 
this terrible plight.

“I am known for the incredible 
speed if my sprint,” the cheetah de-
clared. “I can run around the fire so as 
to stir up a wind current strong enough 
to put it out.”

The other animals exchanged 
doubtful glances, but were willing to 
let the cheetah try. With amazing agil-
ity, the feline made several laps around 
the fire at his highest velocity. But his 
exertions had no effect whatsoever.

Then the elephant’s commanding 
voice was heard: 

“Have no fear! Our herd will 
surely be able to blow out this 
fire in seconds.”

And addressing his companions, 
he continued:

“With our superior size, we have 
plenty of lung capacity, and better 
still, our long trunks can channel our 
breath directly at the target. Let’s get 
to work, my friends! Let’s display our 
power!”

The elephants began to blow into 
the fire, puffing as hard as they could. 
However, not only were they unable 
to put out the blaze, but they actually 
stirred up some embers into flames! 
Dejected by their failure, they looked 
at the giraffe and suggested that, be-
ing so tall, perhaps she could help.

“Help? But I have no need to help! 
Nothing and no one can harm me, 
since I tower so far above everything,” 
she answered, proudly and foolishly.

Upon hearing this, the beaver 
thought: “Well now, she really could 
have tried to help, being such a tall 
and strong creature. As for me, small 
as I am, I am not strong enough to 
help the community. I know what 
I will do! I will use my paws and 
smother the flames that surround my 
little burrow with earth. As for the 
others, especially that giraffe, they 
will have to fend for themselves.” 
He set right to work to carry out his 
plan and succeeded: his burrow was 
saved. But only his! The flames con-
tinued to spread everywhere.

Realizing that no one was able to 
save the forest and its inhabitants, 

The forest animals gathered together to try to come up with a plan that 
would save them from that terrible fire

Contents  Contents

https://catholicmagazine.news/author/usalexislourdesrodrigues/


January 2023 · Heralds of the Gospel      47

Ill
us

tr
at

io
ns

: E
liz

ab
et

h 
B

on
yu

n

and she was praying all the while for 
the accomplishment her “mission”.

Then, before the eyes of the fauna 
gathered below, a prodigy unfolded: 
just as her strength was about to give 
out, the swallow begged the Lord of 
the Universe to come to her aid. To her 
and her onlookers’ surprise, the clouds 
that were scattered across the vast sky 
came together directly over the forest, 
and discharged torrents of water that 
immediately quenched the blaze. The 
good Creator had heard the pleas of a 
humble creature who, although small, 
had been generous to the extreme.

The more sceptical of the animals 
wanted to explain the episode with sci-
entific arguments. Others felt ashamed, 
and some were not sure what to think, 
but a good part of the forest dwellers 
understood that it was a true miracle. 
Now everyone was running again, this 
time not to escape the fire, but to take 
cover from the rain. Until…

“Gabriel! Gabriel!”
“What? Have the animals discov-

ered me? Until now they have taken 
no notice of my existence and now 
they know my name?”

“Gabriel, it’s time to get up.”
So it was only a dream! Only, no… 

there must be some reason for it.
He opened his eyes, kissed his 

mother and even before saying his 
morning prayer he wanted to tell her 
the whole story in vivid detail. She, 
amazed at the boy’s eagerness, lis-
tened closely to the narrative.

“Isn’t it strange, Mom? I have 
never remembered a dream so 
clearly!”

“Of course, my son. And do you 
know why?”

“It’s because… well… I don’t 
know how to explain it.”

“Sometimes God sends us mes-
sages through dreams. What do you 
think He taught you last night?”

“I think He wanted to tell me to 
not to be worried only about myself, 

but to always think of what others 
need, and to help them generously.”

“That is right! Carry this lesson 
with you for the rest of your life. We 
must do good for the love of God, 
without being afraid of the laughter, 
the ungratefulness or the rivalry of 
others.”

“Yes, but I can’t stop thinking 
about how small and weak that swal-
low was, while the others were so big 
and powerful… She must have been 
scared!”

“But she really wasn’t scared at 
all! Even though she naturally had 
less than the others, she gave every-
thing she had, prayed and believed.”

Enthused, Gabriel concluded:
“Now I understand! We should do 

the very best we can, even if it seems 
like it’s not worth much, because then 
God will help us, and make up for 
what we lack!” 

they went in search of the lion. After 
all, being king, he would certainly 
have a solution.

“O great Lion, look at the danger 
we are in. We have no one else left to 
turn to but you.”

Without the slightest explanation, 
His Majesty opened his mouth and 
began to roar fearsomely for several 
minutes on end, without stopping, as 
everyone looked on, dumbfounded… 
Suddenly he stopped and said furi-
ously:

“How dare you defy me, fire? 
How absurd! I ordered you to cease at 
once, and you failed to submit to my 
will! Animals, tell that fire that it is I 
who rule this territory, and I must be 
obeyed!”

Without uttering a single word, the 
entourage left, disappointed with the 
conduct of that “majestic” personage…

It was a desperate situation; would 
the forest burn to the ground?

Suddenly, a little swallow came and 
alighted on a twig. What did she have 
to say?

“My friends! I have thought a great 
deal and may have come up with a 
plan to help in some way,” she said.

“You? The smallest of us all, and 
you think you have found a way to 
save us? Tell us your plan,” was the 
scornful reply of the cheetah, who 
looked like a giant next to her.

“Wait and see!” the little bird re-
sponded.

Taking no offense at the laughter 
of her “compatriots”, she flew to the 
nearest lake, dove in, and as quick-
ly as her wings would carry her, she 
returned to the conflagration. Then, 
hovering overhead, she shook out 
every drop of water that was trapped 
among her feathers. She repeated the 
operation dozens of times, using every 
ounce of energy in her being.

“Ha! ‘Wait and see’… We are wait-
ing. Are we really going to see her 
outdo us all?” scoffed the elephant.

The tiny bird, however, had em-
braced the ideal of saving the forest, 

The lion tried to order the fire to 
stop, but it did not obey his roaring

After so many failed attempts by other 
animals, the swallow was able to 

succeed through trust in God!
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The SainTS of each Day _________________________  January
1. Solemnity of Mary the Holy 

Mother of God.
St. Clarus, abbot (†660/670). 

Superior of the Monastery of 
St. Marcel in Vienne, France.

2. Sts. Basil the Great (†379 Cap-
padocia - Turkey) and Gregory 
Nazianzen (†c. 389 Cappadocia -  
Turkey), bishops and Doctors of 
the Church.

Blessed Stephana 
Quinzani, virgin (†1530). 
Member of the Third Order of 
St. Dominic in Soncino, Italy, 
she dedicated himself to the 
contemplation of the Lord’s 
Passion and the formation of 
young women.

3. The Most Holy Name of Jesus.
St. Anterus, Pope (†236). Of 

Greek origin, he governed the 
Church for only forty days. He 
was the first Pope to be bur-
ied in the Catacombs of St. 
Callistus.

4. St. Pharaildis, widow (†c. 745). 
Born in Ghent, Belgium, she pa-
tiently endured the ill-treatment 
of her husband and, after be-
ing widowed, led a life of prayer 
and austerity.

5. St. Charles of St. Andrew 
Houben, priest (†1893). A 
Dutch Passionist religious, he 
was a missionary in Ireland, 
distinguished for his zeal in ad-
ministering the Sacrament of 
Confession.

6. St. Rafaela Mary of the Sacred 
Heart, virgin (†1925). She 
founded the Congregation of the 
Handmaids of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Victim of misunder-
standings, she was forced to re-
sign as superior and spent thirty-
two years as a simple sister.

7. St. Raymond of Penyafort, 
priest (†1275 Barcelona - Spain).

In Canada: St. André Bes-
sette (†1937). 

St. Canute Lavard, martyr 
(†1137). Duke of Schleswig, Den-
mark, he ruled with exemplary 
holiness and was murdered by 
envious opponents.

8. Epiphany of the Lord.
St. George of Choziba, her-

mit (†c. 614). Originally from 
Cyprus, he went to live as a 
hermit in Choziba, near Jeri-
cho. He lived in seclusion dur-
ing the week and on Sundays he 
conversed with his brothers on 
spiritual matters.

9. Baptism of the Lord.
Blessed Marie Therese of 

Jesus, virgin (†1622). She found-
ed the Congregation of Notre 

Dame of Canonesses Regular 
with St. Peter Fourier.

10. Blessed Gonzalo de Amarante, 
priest (†c. 1259). A priest from 
Braga, Portugal, who after a pil-
grimage through the Holy Land 
became a Dominican and finally 
retired to a hermitage.

11. St. Paulinus of Aquileia, bish-
op (†802). He was an advisor to 
the Emperor Charlemagne on re-
ligious matters. Appointed Bish-
op of Aquileia, Italy, he worked 
for the conversion of the Avars 
and Slovenes.

12. St. Margaret Bourgeoys, vir-
gin (†1700). She founded the 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame in Montreal, Can-
ada, for the formation of young 
women.

13. St. Hilary of Poitiers, bishop 
and Doctor of the Church (†367 
Poitiers - France).

St. Remigius, bishop 
(†c. 530). Bishop of Reims, 
France, for more than sixty years. 
He baptized King Clovis and 
converted the Frankish people to 
Christ.

14. St. Lazarus Pillai, martyr 
(†1752). Father of family killed 
in Aral Kurusady, India, for con-
verting to the Catholic Faith. 

15. 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Ita, virgin (†570). Foun-

dress of the monastery of Cluain 
Credal, in Ireland.

16. St. Marcellus I, Pope (†309). 
St. Damasus describes him as a 
true pastor. Fiercely opposed by 
apostates who refused to accept 
the penances he imposed, he was 
expelled from his homeland and 
died in exile.
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The SainTS of each Day _________________________  January
17. St. Anthony, abbot (†356 Theb-

aid - Egypt).
St. Sulpicius the Pious, bish-

op (†647). Prelate of Bourges, 
France, admired for his gen-
erosity, especially towards the 
poor and the sick.

18. St. Prisca, martyr (†century 
unknown). The basilica on the 
Aventine Hill in Rome is dedi-
cated to her.

19. St. Arsenius, bishop (†tenth 
century). He embraced the mon-
astic life at the age of twelve. 
Appointed Bishop of Corfu, 
Greece, he was devoted to his 
flock and assiduous in night 
prayer.

20. St. Fabian, Pope and martyr 
(†250 Rome). 

St. Sebastian, martyr 
(†4th-century Rome).

St. Wulfstan, bishop (†1095). 
Benedictine religious appointed 
Bishop of Worcester, England, he 
united monastic habits with pas-
toral zeal.

21. St. Agnes, virgin and martyr 
(†3rd/4th-century century Rome).

Blessed Josefa Maria of St. 
Agnes, virgin (†1696). Discalced 
Augustinian Nun from the con-
vent of Beniganim, Spain, fa-
voured with the gift of counsel.

22. 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
St. Vincent, deacon and mar-

tyr (†304 Valencia - Spain). 
St. Gaudentius, bishop 

(†c. 418). He was converted by 
St. Eusebius of Vercelli, of whom 
he was a disciple and compan-
ion in exile. On his return to Italy 
he was consecrated Bishop of 
Novara.

23. St. Mainbodo, hermit (†8th cen-
tury). A native of Ireland, he be-

came a pilgrim and hermit. Ac-
cording to tradition, he was 
killed by thieves.

24. St. Francis de Sales, bishop 
and Doctor of the Church (†1622 
Lyon - France). 

Blessed Paola Gambara Cos-
ta, widow (†1515). Franciscan 
tertiary from Binasco, Italy, she 
patiently endured the violence 
of her husband, leading him to 
conversion.

25. Conversion of St. Paul, 
Apostle.

St. Poppo, abbot (†1048). He 
refused an advantageous mar-
riage and became a Benedict-
ine in Saint-Thierry, France. For 
his virtues, Emperor St. Henry 
entrusted him with the direc-
tion and reform of the royal 
monasteries.
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St. Rafaela Maria of the  
Sacred Heart

26. Sts. Timothy (Ephesus - 
Turkey) and Titus (Crete - 
Greece), bishops.

St. Paula, widow (†404). A 
Roman widow and spiritual dis-
ciple of St. Jerome, she lived with 
her daughter, St. Eustochium, in 
a monastery she founded near 
Bethlehem in Judea.

27. St. Angela Merici, virgin 
(†1540 Brescia - Italy).

St. Vitalian, Pope (†672). He 
promoted the evangelization of 
the Anglos with special zeal.

28. St. Thomas Aquinas, priest 
and Doctor of the Church (†1274 
Priverno - Italy).

St. James, hermit (†6th cen-
tury). As a penance, he lived for 
a many years in a sepulchre in 
Palestine.

29. 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Blessed Villana de’Botti, 

laywoman (†1361). As a mar-
ried woman, she abandoned the 
frivolous life she led in Flor-
ence, Italy, and became a Domin-
ican tertiary. She was outstand-
ing for her meditation on Christ 
crucified, her austerity of life and 
charity towards the poor.

30. St. David Galván, priest and 
martyr (†1915). For defending 
the sanctity of matrimony, he 
was arrested and shot with-
out trial during the Mexican 
persecution.

31. St. John Bosco, priest (†1888 
Turin - Italy).

Blessed Louisa Albertoni, 
widow (†1533). After the death 
of her husband, she became a 
Franciscan tertiary and dedicat-
ed herself to works of charity, 
welcoming the poor in her own 
palace.
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Philosophers and scientists have tirelessly endeavoured 
to explain its nature, without succeeding in more than 
describing its accidents. Of all that is knowable,  
nothing has been so neglected…

f all the common objects 
we use every day, few – 
perhaps no other – elicit 
such peculiar considera-

tions as the clock.
Simple in appearance, it is, how-

ever, a complex device which, in the 
most diverse shapes and sizes, consti-
tutes part of our furnishings and amen-
ities, adorning both conspicuous pub-
lic monuments and simple homes. It 
must be acknowledged that, wherever 
one is found, it is difficult to remain 
indifferent to the powerful attraction 
of the “tick-tock” associated with the 
continuous movement of needles and 
pendulums, especially when set in an 
elaborate and artistic framework.

Nevertheless, without belittling 
the mechanical apparatus, the flow of 
tiny grains of sand in an hour glass, 
draining downwards until they run 
out, seems to speak more to the hu-
man soul. Perhaps because, more 
than a clock, the hour glass evokes 
the fleeting nature of time...

But what is time? Eminent phil-
osophers and scientists have ex-
pounded tirelessly on it, in an attempt 
to explain its nature, without suc-
ceeding in more than describing its 
accidents. According to some, of all 
that is knowable, nothing is so neg-
lected; others have used it to formu-
late complex quantum and sidereal 
theories, although they failed to com-
pletely lift its veil of mystery.

The Angelic Doctor defines time 
as the measure of the duration of 
contingent creatures, subject to gen-
eration and corruption.1 We can thus 
affirm that, for each one of us indi-
vidually, time is nothing more than 
an instant between two eternities, 
covering the interval between our 
birth and our death.

And because a thousand years, 
compared to eternity, are but the blink 
of an eye (cf. Ps 90:4), time seems a 
mere illusion, a simple and fleeting 
reflection of the everlasting life of the 
substantial Being who gives meaning 

to everything, far above the “tick-
tock” of the clock: God.

Although it is ephemeral, time is 
also sublime. Let us remember that 
the Eternal One wanted to become in-
carnate, entering into time to redeem 
those who, through disobedience, 
made every second on this earth a la-
ment and a tear to be poured into the 
chalice of justice.

From this perspective, we per-
ceive clearly that the tiny grain in the 
hourglass of our life is not mere sand 
or ignoble matter. On the contrary, 
every second purchased with the re-
deeming Blood is gold dust; every 
instant spent on earth can determine 
our eternal destiny through acts of 
virtue, however small, or through 
infidelities.

An expression commonly attribut-
ed to the famous English playwright 
William Shakespeare wisely reflects: 
“Time is too slow for those who wait, 
too swift for those who fear, too long 
for those who grieve, too short for 
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1 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. Summa 
Theologiæ. I, q.10, a.4, ad 3.

Town Hall clock tower of the Old 
Town of Gdansk, Poland; previous 
page, hourglass in wooden stand
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those who rejoice, but for those who 
love, time is eternity.”

It is indeed eternity… In fact, of 
the three theological virtues, char-
ity is the only one which will remain 
when we depart this life (cf. 1 Cor 
13:13). Thus, the smallest moments 
spent away from love of God are time 
wasted, time that we will inevitably 
be called to account for.

Let us stop for a moment at the be-
ginning of this year and ask ourselves: 
how do we manage this precious gift 
that God has given us? If we are honest 
with ourselves, we will probably find 
that, as Paul Claudel said, “it is not 
time that is lacking to us; it is we who 
are lacking in our use of it.”

Let us not allow the golden dust of 
time to be disgracefully blown away 

by the winds of banality, laziness, 
worldliness, selfishness and shame-
ful pettiness. Rather, let every milli-
second of our existence be a battle 
cry against evil, a flame of love for 
God, a burnt offering on his altar. 
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Vocation to Universal Motherhood 

ust as a small cloud that appeared on ust as a small cloud that appeared on 
the horizon prompted Elijah to an-the horizon prompted Elijah to an-

nounce a torrential rain, the sight of the nounce a torrential rain, the sight of the 
Magi was all that the prophetic spirit of Magi was all that the prophetic spirit of 
the Mother of God needed to foresee the the Mother of God needed to foresee the 
birth of a new Israel, no longer formed on birth of a new Israel, no longer formed on 
the basis of blood ties, but rather on the far the basis of blood ties, but rather on the far 
stronger bonds of faith.stronger bonds of faith.  

She realized that her maternal Heart, She realized that her maternal Heart, 
devoted entirely to the care of her Divine devoted entirely to the care of her Divine 
Son, was opening itself to a multitude of Son, was opening itself to a multitude of 
new children, brothers of Jesus from both new children, brothers of Jesus from both 

East and West who would come, enrap-East and West who would come, enrap-
tured by the radiance of Christ. The sword tured by the radiance of Christ. The sword 
of sorrow that She had accepted with full of sorrow that She had accepted with full 
adherence and ardour, upon piercing her adherence and ardour, upon piercing her 
soul, increased its capacity almost infinite-soul, increased its capacity almost infinite-
ly, allowing her to cherish each one of these ly, allowing her to cherish each one of these 
new children with unspeakable love. Thus new children with unspeakable love. Thus 
was confirmed her vocation to universal was confirmed her vocation to universal 
Motherhood, the foundation of her mission Motherhood, the foundation of her mission 
as Mediatrix of all graces. as Mediatrix of all graces. 

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EPMsgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

Adoration of the Magi Kings - Tabor Formation House, Caieiras (Brazil)
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