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was preaching the novena of the Im-
maculate Conception. On the last day, I 

spoke about Confession and, without know-
ing why, I affirmed that God, in His infin-
ite mercy, would even forgive someone who 
had murdered his own mother by putting 
poison in her food, if he repented and con-
fessed.

After this preaching, I heard Confessions 
until midnight, and then set off for the city 
of Tortona, about ten kilometres away. The 
weather was terrible; it was freezing cold 
and snowing. I was walking, which was 
the only means of transportation available 
at that hour. As I left the village, I saw a 
figure approaching from behind. I thought: 
“If he wants to rob me, I don’t have more 
than five lire.” Passing me, he continued to 
walk ahead, glancing back at me. When I 
caught up to him, I said:

“Good night!”
“Are you Don Orione, the preacher?” he 

asked.
“Yes I am,” I replied.
“I heard your preaching. I would like to 

know if what you said is true, about someone 
who had poisoned his mother.”

I assured him that it was. He then told me 
that he was that man, for he had poisoned his 
mother, on account of her continuous quar-

Photograph of St. Luigi Orione

rels with his wife. And breaking into tears, he 
asked:

“Can I be forgiven?”
He told me his story, knelt at my feet and 

asked me to hear him in Confession, saying:
“From that moment (of the dreadful sin) I 

have felt no peace. And it has been so many 
years!”

I gave him absolution, he embraced me, 
weeping, and my tears joined his. I continued 
on my way with such a joy in my heart as I 
had never felt before, in all my life… Arriv-
ing in Tortona, I threw myself on the bed to 
rest, and dreamed of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and His immense mercy.

PEÑA BENITO, OAR, Ángel.  
“San Luis Orione y la Divina Providencia”. 

Lima: Libros Católicos, [s.d.], p.31
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Our readers Write

Light for this worLd

The article On the Death of Ben-
edict XVI – The First and the Last 
Pope allows me to understand what 
is happening in the Church amidst 
the uncertainties and darkness of the 
world in which we live. I have always 
believed that the Heralds of the Gos-
pel are called to defend the ideals that 
have never died and that, thanks to the 
faith they have and transmit, through 
the apostolate they carry out, they are 
the light for this world.

Manuel Mojica Gómez 
Via revistacatolica.org

“on the death of Benedict XVi”
May Pope Benedict XVI watch 

over us from Heaven, because each 
day we are drawing closer to a world 
full of miseries and we urgently need 
the intervention of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Thanks to the Heralds of the 
Gospel, I have learned and continue 
to learn about my Faith.

Laura Padilla Salazar 
Via revistacatolica.org

she adVanced untiringLy 
aLong the path of sanctity

I have great admiration for such 
an excellent lady, Dona Lucilia, con-
templated in the article The “Sum of 
the Ages” of a Venerable Lady. She 
possessed a series of qualities that I 
find admirable: her perfect balance 
between sweetness and firmness; her 
way of reconciling kindness and cour-
tesy with knowing how to react in any 
moment and circumstance; her firm-
ness to forge ahead along the path of 
faith in the one true Catholic Church, 
despite having to live in a time of 

great social change; her fidelity to her 
principles.

She followed her principles and 
convictions with a firm step, and this 
in spite of being belittled on many 
occasions. Without doubt, her great 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and to the Blessed Virgin, desiring to 
resemble them more and more, was 
what made her advance untiringly 
along the path of holiness.

María Covadonga Moutas 
Via revistacatolica.org

true eccLesiaL sentiment

The last issue of this magazine 
carried beautiful comments about the 
mystical espousal of Dr. Plinio Corrêa 
de Oliveira with the Holy Church. On 
this subject, I wish to give my testi-
mony, as well as that of Most Rev. 
Albano Cavallin, then Archbishop of 
Londrina.

My parish activities furnished me 
with several opportunities to talk with 
our Archbishop. On one occasion, he 
made the following assessment: “I 
know that on many occasions Dr. Plin-
io diverged from the opinion of many 
bishops of Brazil. However, I recog-
nize that he always did it in a respect-
ful way and moved by a true ecclesial 
sentiment.”

I thought this opinion of the late 
Archbishop Albano was beautiful, and 
that it coincides with the comments 
presented by the magazine.

Djalma Meneses Júnior 
Londrina – Brazil

“the BriLLiant trajectory 
of a historic pope”

Pope Benedict XVI is very special 
to me. I always saw him next to Pope 
John Paul II, and when John Paul II 
died, I wished that he would be the 
next Pope, which thank God he was. 
He had a great light – at least I could 

see it – and his resignation caused me 
sorrow. How it hurt me to see him 
so abandoned, so alone; I felt he was 
carrying a great sorrow. 

He was severely shaken, accused of 
horrible things, they tried in every way 
to silence him; I think they forced him 
to resign. In appearances, they have 
triumphed, but the light of Christ will 
shine and this darkness will disappear. 

Olga Mireya Paredes Rojas 
Via revistacatolica.org

it touched my souL deepLy

To Serve God in Every Walk of 
Life… This article touched my soul 
very deeply. So many sad things have 
happened to me! They all make me 
weep, but then peace comes to me and 
I entrust them to God, who gives me 
the strength I need. Without God, I am 
nothing.

Tatiana Espinoza 
Via revistacatolica.org

piLgrimage within  
mary’s gaze

It has always been said that the 
face is the mirror of the soul. And 
what part of it transmits the most life? 
Unquestionably, the eyes. With a gaze 
we can communicate with people 
without the need to say a single word. 
In Our Lady, who is full of grace, her 
gaze searches ours to establish the 
sweetest conversation ever dreamed 
of. And this will be so if we allow our-
selves to be filled with the graces that 
She offers us. 

In his article On Pilgrimage Within 
a Gaze, Dr. Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira 
called this encounter a pilgrimage. 
He allowed himself to be filled with 
these graces, and so he experienced 
this journey within Mary’s gaze.

Mayte Huerta Heredero 
Via revistacatolica.org
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Editorial

n old proverb rightly states that “weak men create hard times.” If this is so, 
the problems of the current age can be understood… Scenes that promote the 
culture of victimhood, such as reporters crying on live television or parents 

afraid to reprimand their children, would have been unthinkable until recently. We 
are immersed in an increasingly “anesthetized”, cowardly and hedonistic world, in 
which the avoidance of suffering and the maximization of pleasure seem to be the 
very meaning of life.

Such a situation cries out for the practice of one of the most vilified virtues in our 
days: fortitude, without which the soul becomes lazy, timorous and mediocre. It is 
an essential virtue because, according to St. Thomas Aquinas, it is a condition for all 
the others; indeed, the term virtue comes from the Latin virtus, which is equivalent 
to power or strength. Plato held that courage was virtue by antonomasia.

As virtue a se, fortitude, on one hand, resists fear and, on the other, advances with 
audacity. In this sense it operates, according to Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira’s vision, in 
the manner of a “spring”, by its resistance, and of a “sword”, by its attack – in Latin 
aggredi. According to Aquinas, contrary to what it may seem, the “spring” dimension 
of fortitude demands greater effort than the “sword”, because it is of longer duration and 
is generally at a disadvantage in the struggle and in very real and present danger.

All the Saints practised the virtue of fortitude to a heroic degree in both of its 
modalities. With regard to the “sword” of the spirit (cf. Eph 6:17), it is enough to re-
call the courage of the first Jesuits in the face of the antagonism of the forces of evil, 
the bravery of Bishop von Galen in his anti-Nazi sermons, and the intrepidity of La 
Valette during the siege of Malta, as we read in the pages of this issue.

However, the resistance mode – “the spring” – appears much more among virtuous 
souls, precisely because it is multiform and longer-lasting. It is distinguished in the mar-
tyrdom of countless faithful who stood firm in the face of the persecutors’ assaults, and 
it is related to perseverance, which resists the worst adversities, as well as to patience, 
which, according to the Angelic Doctor, is the root and guardian of all virtues.

As pointed out by Dr. Plinio, we can observe in the Revolution certain traits 
that simulate the flexibilities of the “spring” and, in most cases, its clashes with the 
Counter-Revolution occur on the “spring” plane, that is, in a dispute of resilience and 
resolution. 

Sometimes the struggle between “springs” is interrupted by moments of “sword-
play”, when the battle escalates. The “spring” of good is pressured in such an over-
whelming manner that it bursts forth with the momentum of accumulated resistance. 
On such occasions the great tournants of history ensue, like the Resurrection of 
Christ, when the stone of the Sepulchre was forcefully cast aside.

The proverb quoted at the beginning continues: “Hard times create strong men.” 
Indeed, in the most painful historical period of all, during the final struggle against the 
Antichrist, every believer will become, in St. Ambrose’s interpretation, “a sharp two-
edged sword” (Rv 1:16) issuing from the mouth of Christ, according to the vision of the 
Apocalypse. It will be the retribution for all the “spring” moments of history. 

The Spring and The Sword

Whaleback 
Lighthouse, 
Kittery (ME)

Photo: Allan Wood  
(nelights.com)
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the Spirit of Truth
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The Voice of The PoPes

As in past centuries, so also today there are people or groups who obscure  
this centuries-old Tradition, seeking to falsify the  

word of Christ and to remove from the Gospel those truths which  
in their view are too uncomfortable for modern man.

tand firm in your faith!” We 
have just heard the words of 
Jesus: “If you love Me, you will 
keep my Commandments. And 

I will pray the Father, and He will give 
you another Counsellor, to be with you 
for ever, the Spirit of truth” (Jn 14:15-
17a). With these words Jesus reveals 
the profound link between faith and 
the profession of divine truth, between 
faith and dedication to Jesus Christ in 
love, between faith and the practice of 
a life inspired by the Commandments. 
All three dimensions of faith are the 
fruit of the action of the Holy Spirit. 
This action is manifested as an inner 
force that harmonizes the hearts of the 
disciples with the Heart of Christ and 
makes them capable of loving as He 
loved them. Hence faith is a gift, but at 
the same time it is a task.

The temptation of relativism

“He will give you another Coun-
sellor – the Spirit of truth.” Faith, as 
knowledge and profession of the truth 
about God and about man, “comes 
from what is heard, and what is heard 
comes by the preaching of Christ,” as 
St. Paul says (Rom 10:17). Throughout 
the history of the Church, the Apostles 
preached the word of Christ, taking 

care to hand it on intact to their succes-
sors, who in their turn transmitted it to 
subsequent generations until our own 
day. Many preachers of the Gospel 
gave their lives specifically because 
of their faithfulness to the truth of the 
word of Christ. And so solicitude for 
the truth gave birth to the Church’s 
Tradition. 

As in past centuries, so also to-
day there are people or groups who 
obscure this centuries-old Tradition, 
seeking to falsify the word of Christ 
and to remove from the Gospel those 
truths which in their view are too un-
comfortable for modern man. They 
try to give the impression that every-
thing is relative: even the truths of 
Faith would depend on the historical 
situation and on human evaluation. 

Yet the Church cannot silence the 
Spirit of Truth. The successors of the 
Apostles, together with the Pope, are 
responsible for the truth of the Gos-
pel, and all Christians are called to 
share in this responsibility, accepting 
its authoritative indications.

 Every Christian is bound to con-
front his own convictions continual-
ly with the teachings of the Gospel 
and of the Church’s Tradition in the 
effort to remain faithful to the word 

of Christ, even when it is demand-
ing and, humanly speaking, hard to 
understand.

We must not yield to the tempta-
tion of relativism or of a subjectivist 
and selective interpretation of Sacred 
Scripture. Only the whole truth can 
open us to adherence to Christ, dead 
and risen for our salvation.

Our response to the love  
of Christ

Christ says: “If you love Me ...” 
Faith does not just mean accepting 
a certain number of abstract truths 
about the mysteries of God, of man, 
of life and death, of future realities. 
Faith consists in an intimate relation-
ship with Christ, a relationship based 
on love of Him who loved us first (cf. 
1 Jn 4:11), even to the total offering 
of himself. “God shows His love for 
us in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). 

What other response can we give to 
a love so great, if not that of a heart that 
is open and ready to love? But what 
does it mean to love Christ? It means 
trusting Him even in times of trial, fol-
lowing Him faithfully even on the Via 
Crucis, in the hope that soon the mor-
ning of the Resurrection will come. 

Contents  Contents
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Entrusting ourselves to Christ, we lose 
nothing, we gain everything.

In His hands our life acquires its 
true meaning. Love for Christ express-
es itself in the will to harmonize our 
own life with the thoughts and senti-
ments of His Heart. This is achieved 
through interior union based on the 
grace of the Sacraments, strengthened 
by continuous prayer, praise, thanks-
giving and penance. 

We have to listen attentively to the 
inspirations that He evokes through 
His Word, through the people we meet, 
through the situations of daily life. To 
love Him is to remain in dialogue with 
Him, in order to know His will and to 
put it into effect promptly.

“Jesus brought the entire 
Law to completion”

Yet living one’s personal faith 
as a love-relationship with Christ 
also means being ready to renounce 
everything that constitutes a denial 
of His love. That is why Jesus said 
to the Apostles: “If you love Me, you 

will keep my Commandments.” But 
what are Christ’s Commandments? 
When the Lord Jesus was teach-
ing the crowds, He did not fail to 
confirm the law which the Creator 
had inscribed on men’s hearts and 
had then formulated on the tablets 
of the Decalogue. “Think not that I 
have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish 
them but to fulfil them. For truly, I 
say to you, till Heaven and earth 
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the law until all is accom-
plished” (Mt 5:17-18). 

But Jesus showed us with a new 
clarity the unifying centre of the div-
ine laws revealed on Sinai, namely 
love of God and love of neighbour: “To 
love [God] with all the heart, and with 
all the understanding, and with all 
the strength, and to love one’s neigh-
bour as oneself, is much more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices” 
(Mk 12:33). Indeed, in His life and in 
His Paschal Mystery Jesus brought the 
entire law to completion.

Uniting himself with us through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, He carries 
with us and in us the “yoke” of the law, 
which thereby becomes a “light bu-
rden” (Mt 11:30). In this spirit, Jesus 
formulated His list of the inner qual-
ities of those who seek to live their 
faith deeply: Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, those who weep, the meek, those 
who hunger and thirst for justice, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peace-
makers, those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake … (cf. Mt 5:3-12).

Dear brothers and sisters, faith as 
adherence to Christ is revealed as love 
that prompts us to promote the good 
inscribed by the Creator into the na-
ture of every man and woman among 
us, into the personality of every other 
human being and into everything that 
exists in the world. Whoever believes 
and loves in this way becomes a build-
er of the true “civilization of love”, of 
which Christ is the centre. 

Excerpt from: BENEDICT XVI.  
Homily, 26/5/2006

Every Christian is bound to confront his own convictions continually with the teachings of the Gospel, in the effort 
to remain faithful to the word of Christ, even when it is, humanly speaking, hard to understand.

The last general audience of Benedict XVI, on February 27, 2013

Contents  Contents
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a  Gospel  A
3 The sisters of Lazarus sent word 
to Jesus, saying, “Master, the 
one You love is ill.” 4 When Jesus 
heard this He said, “This illness 
is not to end in death, but is for 
the glory of God, that the Son 
of God may be glorified through 
it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So 
when He heard that he was ill, 
He remained for two days in the 
place where He was. 7 Then af-
ter this He said to His disciples, 
“Let us go back to Judea.”
17 When Jesus arrived, He 
found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb for four days. 
20 When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went to 
meet Him; but Mary sat at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if You had been here, 
my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know 
that whatever You ask of God, 
God will give You.” 23 Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise.” 
24 Martha said, “I know he will 
rise, in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25 Jesus told her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in Me, even if 
he dies, will live, 26 and every-
one who lives and believes in 
Me will never die. Do you be-
lieve this?” 27 She said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord. I have come to be-
lieve that You are the Christ, 
the Son of God, the one who is 
coming into the world.”

33b He became perturbed and 
deeply troubled, 34 and said, 
“Where have you laid him?” 
They said to Him, “Sir, come 
and see.” 35 And Jesus wept. 36 So 
the Jews said, “See how He loved 
him.” 37 But some of them said, 
“Could not the one who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have 
done something so that this 
man would not have died?” 
38 So Jesus, perturbed again, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone lay across it. 39 Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Mar-
tha, the dead man’s sister, said to 
Him, “Lord, by now there will 
be a stench; he has been dead for 
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of 
God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus raised His eyes 
and said, “Father, I thank You for 
hearing Me. 42 I know that You al-
ways hear Me; but because of the 
crowd here I have said this, that 
they may believe that You sent 
Me.” 43 And when He had said 
this, He cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, tied hand and foot 
with burial bands, and his face 
was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus 
said to them, “Untie him and let 
him go.” 45 Now many of the Jews 
who had come to Mary and seen 
what He had done began to be-
lieve in Him (Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-
27, 33b-45).

A
nd

re
as

 F
. B

or
ch

er
t (

C
C

 b
y-

sa
 3

.0
)

Our Lord resuscitates Lazarus -  Our Lord resuscitates Lazarus -  
St. Colman’s Cathedral,  St. Colman’s Cathedral,  

Cloyne (Ireland)Cloyne (Ireland)
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Despite the 
advances 
made in 
human 
science, both 
man’s life and 
the hour of his 
death are in 
God’s hands

Gospel Commentary – 5th sunday of lent – year a

In becoming incarnate, Our Lord brought us life in 
abundance, above all through the unfathomable 
gift of divine grace, which surpasses in value 
every manifestation of natural existence on earth.

I – God, the only lord of lIfe

Prominent among the many human discoveries 
that have been made over the centuries are the 
cures for various illnesses. These have provided 
extraordinary progress for medicine in the treat-
ment of diseases that were previously terminal. 
Who could have imagined, only two centuries 
ago, the existence of certain drugs or organ trans-
plants that have saved so many lives? 

Nevertheless, despite this progress, humanity 
will never succeed in finding the longed-for “pill 
of immortality”. The end of our days on this earth 
can be postponed by science, but only in appear-
ance, for the hour of death belongs to God alone, 
the Lord of life. Just as we live in His hands – 
though many forget Him completely – we shall 
die in His holy hands. And through them, as well, 
we shall rise to eternal happiness if we are good. 

This is the theme of the Liturgy of this Fifth 
Sunday of Lent: life. 

In the first reading, Ezekiel compares the 
Chosen People, who find themselves in captivity 
and without hope of returning to the Promised 
Land, to the dead in their tombs. To encourage 
them, the Most High proclaims through the lips 
of the prophet: “O my people, I will open your 
graves and have your rise from them, and bring 
you back to the land of Israel. Then you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and have you rise from them, O my people! I will 

put my Spirit in you that you may live, and I will 
settle you upon your land.” (Ez 37:12-14a).

The second reading (cf. Rom 8:8-11), in turn, 
relates a passage from St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans in which the Apostle shows us that, 
through the Redemption wrought by Our Lord, 
we have in the Holy Spirit the promise of an 
imperishable life: “If the Spirit of the one who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also, through His Spirit dwell-
ing in you” (8:11). 

Through these considerations, Holy Church 
prepares us, with maternal wisdom, to accurate-
ly understand the sublime lesson hidden in the 
Gospel, whose text, while profound and full of 
doctrinal substance, is at the same time extremely 
moving.

II – Jesus ChrIst, sourCe of lIfe

The Gospels recount many miracles worked 
by Jesus which confirm, through facts, the state-
ment He made of Himself: “I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10). 
This outpouring of life was manifested most es-
pecially in personal contact with the Redeemer, 
as an inexhaustible source of bodily health, for 
“power came forth from Him and healed them 
all” (Lk 6:19). 

Contents  Contents
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For 
providential 
reasons, Our 
Lord chose 
not to go 
immediately 
to His sick 
friend, and 
when He 
arrived in 
Bethany, 
Lazarus 
already lay 
in the tomb

To the leper who asked Him “Lord, if You will, 
You can make me clean” (Mt 8:2), to the blind 
man who begged Him “May I see” (Mk 10:51), 
to the haemorrhaging woman who sought to touch 
the hem of His garment (cf. Mt 9:22), or to the 
Roman centurion who begged for the healing of 
his servant (cf. Mt 8:6-8), He responded to all 
their needs. On some occasions the Divine Master 
went even further, going so far as to restore life 
to those who had lost it, as for example the son 
of the widow of Nain (cf. Lk 7:11-15) and Jairus’ 
daughter (cf. Mk 5:41). 

And this true torrent of life reached an incon-
ceivable peak in the episode from the Gospel of 
St. John chosen for this Sunday’s Liturgy.

Three siblings, close friends of the Lord
3 The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, 
saying, “Master, the one You love is ill.” 
4 When Jesus heard this He said, “This ill-
ness is not to end in death, but is for the 
glory of God, that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Mar-
tha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when He 
heard that he was ill, He remained for two 
days in the place where He was. 7 Then after 
this He said to His disciples, “Let us go back 
to Judea.”

Lazarus, Martha and Mary, three siblings from 
one of the noblest and wealthiest families in Is-
rael, had, among other properties, a large country 
house in Bethany, a very pleasant place and only 
three kilometres from Jerusalem (cf. Jn 11:18). 
Martha, an enterprising, organized and efficient 
woman, received Jesus there whenever He needed 
to rest from His evangelizing labours. The close 
friendship with this family, to which the Evangel-
ist alludes, was certainly due to the great calling 
of its members and the respite that their company 
brought to the Saviour. 

Perhaps they did not yet have a clear notion 
that Our Lord was God – which they could only 
acquire by Revelation – but they were fully con-
vinced that He was the promised Messiah, and in 
the most varied circumstances of their convivial-
ity, they undoubtedly felt the beneficial effect of 
His presence, mentioned above, which naturally 
made them grow in faith.

As Lazarus had fallen seriously ill, the two 
sisters insisted through messengers that the Div-
ine Master go to Bethany with all haste, for they 

knew that, if He arrived in time, He would have 
the power to save His friend. 

But Jesus prolonged His stay in the place 
where He was, and in the meantime Lazarus de-
parted this life. How hard it must have been for 
Martha and Mary to see their request seeming-
ly refused by the One with whom they were so 
intimate!

Meanwhile, Our Lord spoke to the Apostles of 
His friend’s illness in mysterious language, saying 
that Lazarus was only sleeping (cf. Jn 11:11-13).

Arrival calculated by the Saviour
17When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days.

It was not until four days after Lazarus’ burial 
that Our Lord appeared in Bethany. Through the 
influence of their family, the three siblings were 
connected with the highest society of the time, 
and so, as news of the death of their firstborn 
son spread in the surrounding area, “many Jews” 
(Jn 11:19) flocked from nearby towns to pay their 
respects. In the period of deepest mourning, these 
would extend for a whole week. The visitors sat in 
a circle around the relatives and wept with them 
over the death of the loved one. 

There can be no doubt that the leaders of the 
people and many representatives of the Phari-

Acess to the tomb of Lazarus in Bethany -  
(Holy Land)
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In declaring 
to Martha 
that He is the 
Resurrection 
and the 
Life, Jesus 
increases in 
her soul the 
faith that 
will lead 
Him to work 
the miracle

saic sect were present, since they would never 
miss an opportunity to show themselves in 
situations like these, in which, unfortunately, 
they so often acted out of worldly vanities and 
interests. 

These circumstances would prove providen-
tial so that the event that would soon take place 
would have an irrepressible echo throughout 
the nation.

A lament full of faith and love
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was com-
ing, she went to meet Him; but Mary sat at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever 
You ask of God, God will give You.”

When the hostess heard that Our Lord was 
there, she went to meet Him, trying not to attract 
too much attention, while Mary remained in pray-
er with the visitors. This detail shows how much 
Martha, after Jesus’ rebuke (cf. Lk 10:41-42), 
had progressed in the spiritual life to the point of 
understanding that the most important thing was 
to be close to Him. 

Having approached the Saviour, her first con-
cern was to lament in all confidence the death of 
her brother. However, Martha maintained a firm 
hope, and gently hinted that although Lazarus had 
died, she believed “even now” in the Master’s 
power. 

Was she ratifying her faith, despite the appar-
ent denial, and asking for her brother’s resurrec-
tion, or only praying for the soul of the deceased? 

Everything indicates that, although in a diffuse 
way, Martha trusted in the power of Our Lord, as 
if to say, “If You choose, You can raise him from 
the dead!” It was a proclamation of faith moved 
by her great love for Jesus. 

In view of the facts that followed, it is still 
plausible to think that Our Lord’s emotion at the 
death of Lazarus, and the longing He felt for His 
friend, reached a climax when He perceived the 
distress of Martha, inconsolable at the loss of her 
dear brother. Her suffering was the drop of water 
that made the chalice of the God-Man’s emotion 
overflow.

Here is a lesson in the love that should reign 
among us Catholics, for God often grants us 
graces in response to the concern expressed by 
another.

A trial in order to grow in faith
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” 
24Martha said, “I know he will rise, in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 

The Divine Master, verifying Martha’s corres-
pondence to grace, began to demand more and 
more faith from her, indicating that the dubious 
response she had given to His delicate insinua-
tion was a test to make her grow in this virtue… 
As Jesus pronounced His words, hope certainly 
strengthened and confidence became unshakable 
in her soul. 

Now, every Jew knew the doctrine of the final 
resurrection, a revelation made in the Old Testa-
ment. Judging this reply to be insufficient for her 
expectations, Martha suggests to the Master that 
she hoped for more. This fervent attitude would 
lead Him to make an extraordinary revelation to 
her.

Jesus, Life in essence
25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life; whoever believes in Me, even if he 
dies, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in Me will never die. Do you believe 
this?”

Still somewhat ambiguous about the purpose 
of the conversation, Our Lord reveals that He 
himself is the resurrection and the life, therefore, 
the author of every resurrection and the sustainer 
of eternal life. Whoever believes in Him does not 
die, because physical death is a passage to reach 
true life. With these sublime words, Jesus con-
firms Martha’s intimate conviction that, through 
Him, her brother will live. 

The Divine Master emphasizes His intention 
with the emphatic question formulated at the end: 
“Do you believe this?” Again, He wants Martha’s 
faith to increase at every step, so as to show us that 
if this theological virtue is well-fortified within 
us, we shall obtain all things.

The confession of Martha
27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord. I have come 
to believe that You are the Christ, the Son 
of God, the one who is coming into the 
world.”

Martha’s categorical reply attests to the extent 
to which Our Lord had conquered His goal, to the 
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The God- 
Man becomes 
perturbed and 
weeps; then, 
after praying 
to the Father, 
He orders 
Lazarus to 
come out of 
the tomb

point of her declaring, regarding Jesus, something 
similar – and even superior – to what St. Peter 
confessed in Caesarea Philippi. If, by proclaiming 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Mt 16:16), Simon was elevated to the Papacy, 
what would St. Martha deserve for affirming: 
“Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that You are 
the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming 
into the world”? 

Martha confesses that He is the Messiah, that 
He is God; He could do anything! And this faith 
moved Our Lord to go to Lazarus’ tomb. 

The perturbation of the God-Man
33bHe became perturbed and deeply troubled, 
34and said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to Him, “Sir, come and see.” 35And 
Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how He 
loved him.” 37But some of them said, “Could 
not the one who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have done something so that this man 
would not have died?” 38aSo Jesus, perturbed 
again, came to the tomb.

In these verses we see an aspect that is little 
commented on but that deserves attention: the 
harmonious opposition that exists between the 
human and divine natures of Our Lord. This is a 
true mystery! As God, the Second Person of the 
Most Holy Trinity, He contemplated this death 
from all eternity and it was His will that Laza-
rus should die and remain in the tomb for four 
days, to be raised afterwards. As Man, He also 
was aware, by the fact that His soul was in the 
beatific vision, that this would take place. His 
human will, however, without in any way con-

tradicting the divine designs, was enveloped 
by affective sentiments that deplored the 

death of His friend. 
Jesus was moved to tears. On only one 

other occasion do we see this scene in the 
Gospels: when He weeps over Jerusalem 
(cf. Lk 19:41). His weeping manifests the 

clash between uncreated and created nature; the 
divine, which always remains unshaken, and hu-
man nature, obliged to measure up to God. 

This episode gives us some idea of how much 
we need to strive to live up to our Christian voca-
tion, and it shows us that the difficulties this en-
tails are understandable. Our Lord fully conforms 
His human will to the divine, and so we too must 
act in relation to the demands of our noble condi-
tion as children of God!

An order given with authority
38b It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the dead man’s sister, said to Him, “Lord, by 
now there will be a stench; he has been dead 
for four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believe you will see the 
glory of God?”

The Evangelist rightly points out one of the 
aspects that most contributed to the miracle’s 
resounding repercussion. In those days, some 
excavations or cavities in the rock were used as 
tombs, and the bodies, anointed with balsam, 
were left in certain compartments within these 
caves, which in turn were sealed on the outside 
with a stone. 

Now, the corpse of Lazarus had been in the 
tomb for four days. Everyone must have been 
astonished at the order given by Our Lord to 
remove the tombstone, to the point that Martha 
herself, despite her faith, called the Master’s 
attention to this factor, perhaps at the request 
of those who had been summoned to remove 
the stone that sealed the sepulchre. Such an act 
would imply – besides the transgression of a 
legal norm, both Jewish and Roman, which for-
bid violating tombs – smelling the unpleasant 
and intense odour of death. 

However, the dominion of Our Lord was such 
that it passed over any objection. And to this was 
added the expectation of Public Opinion, even 
from a merely human perspective, eager to wit-
ness some extraordinary event.

Words that only God could pronounce
41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
raised His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You 
for hearing Me. 42 I know that You always 
hear Me; but because of the crowd here I have 
said this, that they may believe that You sent 

Detail of the “Resurrection of 
Lazarus”, by Giotto di Bondone - 
Cappella degli Scrovegni,  
Padua (Italy)
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To introduce 
divine life into 
a creature is 
an authentic 
resurrection, 
by which we 
are rendered 
children of 
God and are 
given the seed 
of eternal life

Me.” 43 And when He had said this, He cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”

We can well imagine the tremendous stench 
that issued from the sepulchre when the tomb-
stone was rolled away, a detail that would serve 
to certify even more conclusively the veracity 
of the miracle that was about to take place. Our 
Lord took advantage of this interval to say a 
beautiful prayer in which He invoked the Eter-
nal Father, without, however, imploring Him to 
perform the miracle. This was to be executed by 
the omnipotent voice of Him who minutes be-
fore had declared Himself to be “the resurrec-
tion and the life,” when He said imperatively, 
“Lazarus, come out!”

He, who earlier had manifested His humanity 
in weeping for His friend, at this instant makes 
His divinity shine forth. Indeed, who has the 
power to give orders to a dead man and be obeyed, 
if not God himself?

One miracle after another 
44 The dead man came out, tied hand and 
foot with burial bands, and his face was 
wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, 
“Untie him and let him go.” 45 Now many 
of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen 
what He had done began to believe in Him.

If it was already an extraordinary miracle to 
resurrect a person who had been dead for four 
days, another miracle would make it even more 
impressive. As mentioned above, at that time 
corpses were wrapped in such a way that it was 
impossible for a living person covered with 
these bands to walk, much less climb the stairs 
of the tomb. Furthermore, the way out of Laz-
arus’ tomb, preserved until today, is steep and 
complex to navigate, even by someone whose 
walking is unencumbered. Now, the brother of 
Martha and Mary ascended, wrapped in cloths, 
to the door of the tomb and only then did the 
Lord command that he be untied so that he could 
walk. How did he make his way out? One mir-
acle after another, which was ample proof of the 
omnipotence of the Master.

For this reason, St. John stresses that many of 
the Jews who had witnessed the scene believed in 
Our Lord. Many, yes, but not all, since this alto-
gether extraordinary event triggered the formal 
condemnation to death of the Divine Redeemer 

by the Sanhedrin (cf. Jn 11:45-53), who also de-
cided to murder the living proof of the miracle, 
Lazarus himself (cf. Jn 12:10). 

The greatness and brilliance manifested by 
the true Messiah were too dazzling to be toler-
ated by those who embodied Israel’s infidelity 
to the One God, who had showered them with 
benefits throughout sacred history. The mystery 
of iniquity…

III – A MIrACle GreAter thAn 
the resurreCtIon of lAzArus

The Sundays of Lent in liturgical cycle A high-
light the role of grace in spiritual progress. The 
Church intends the readings on life presented by 
today’s Liturgy to be applied above all to our rela-
tionship with God, which is established especially 
by the divine life bestowed upon us in the Sacra-
ment of Baptism. In fact, true life is that which 
we will have after the final resurrection – eternal 
and immune from sickness or any other effect of 
sin – whose seed we have received on this earth 
through grace.

To introduce the divine life itself into a crea-
ture, removing it from the state of supernatural 
death and raising it to the category of child of God, 
is an authentic resurrection, infinitely superior to 
the impressive miracle of the resurrection of Laz-
arus, and even to the resurrection of all humanity, 
because the least participation in the divine life is 
worth more than the entire created universe.1 

How many of us often hold our earthly life in 
extraordinary esteem, desiring to prolong it for-
ever. However, we are in this world in passing, to 
be tested and, having obtained the grace 
of a good death, to await in glory the 
day when the same Lord who said 
to Lazarus “Come out!” will also 
give us the order to rise again. 
Then we shall recover our bodies 
in a glorious state and with them 
enter into eternal blessedness. 

1 Cf. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 
Summa Theologiæ. I-II, q.112, a.1.

Detail of the “Resurrection of Lazarus”, 
by Giotto di Bondone - Cappella 

degli Scrovegni, Padua (Italy)
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What would Callistus II proclaim if, instead of convening 
the Lateran Council in 1123, he had done so in 2023?

t would not be surprising if the 
reader – precisely on account 
of being someone in the habit 
of reading – has already car-

ried out the following mental exer-
cise: imagining what the reactions of a 
certain personage from the past would 
be if he were to suddenly appear in 
our century. It is a healthy pastime in 
which, using a little imagination, we 
place “today” as the defendant or the 
judge of history.

Well, as the First Ecumenical Coun-
cil of the Lateran celebrates a respect-
able 900 years this March, it seemed 
opportune to apply the above method 
to this event.

After all, ecumenical councils are 
always a milestone in Church history. 
Convoked exclusively by a Pontiff, 
impelled by the fiery breath of the Holy 
Spirit and endowed with infallibility 
in dogmatic declarations on faith and 
morals,1 they touch in a certain way on 
eternity. On the other hand, since their 
participants, at least the visible ones, 
are comprised of human beings, they 
also end up influencing the psycho-
logical makeup of those who, in each 
epoch, carry them out.

For us, accustomed to the mild 
manners and dialogue characteristic 

of our time, it seems very instructive 
to know that ecclesiastics have not 
always thought or expressed them-
selves in this way.

What would a Pope like Callistus 
II proclaim if, instead of convoking a 
Council in 1123, did so in 2023? What 
errors would he see fit to address and 
correct? If we look at the main resolu-
tions of the Lateran Council, perhaps 
we will find an answer.

The question of investitures

It all began with a problem of ju-
risdiction. Due to the donations of the 
faithful, bishops and abbots found 
themselves with large tracts of land in 
their hands. Many of these properties 
fell within the territory of temporal 
lords, who had the right of vassalage 
over the holders of fiefs in their do-
mains, even if the latter were Church-
men.

Over time, however, the preroga-
tive degenerated into an abuse: lay-
men began to choose those who would 
occupy ecclesiastical posts. From this 
and other confusions arose the infa-
mous “investiture controversy”, which 
was resolved – at least in theory – with 
the Concordat of Worms, in September 
1122. 

In this agreement, Emperor Henry 
V recognized the Holy Father’s exclu-
sive right to confer ecclesiastical offic-
es, while the Pontiff accepted the sov-
ereignty of the monarch over the cler-
ics who owed him vassalage.2 Seizing 
the moment, the Pope also summoned 
a Council to put a solemn end to the 
question.

In fact, from Augustus, Herod and 
Pilate until today, relations between 
the Church and temporal government 
have never been simple. Perhaps with 
this in mind, Christ himself set a mod-
el of concord: “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s” (Lk 20:25). 
Wise terms the Saviour chose: if the 
Most High rules the whole universe, 
everything belongs to Him. Little 
should remain to Caesar except what 
He himself delegates to him… 

In obedience to Jesus’ command, 
Callistus II had the merit of appeas-
ing the emperor’s greed, without de-
priving God of what was His. 

It is true that, at that time, the moral 
stature of a Pope still gave him great 
authority over rulers, which facilitated 
this kind of arrangement. Those were 
other times, other men, other circum-
stances. 

nine hundred years sinCe the first lateran CounCil
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No doubt, today, if we wanted to 
conjecture how a pontiff of the twelfth 
century would maintain diplomatic 
relations with certain states, we would 
need a lively imagination…

Under the Lateran vaults

March 18, 1123 had arrived. The 
West and the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran host an Ecumenical Council 
for the first time. The bells peal. The 
crowd jostles to see the procession of 
more than three hundred bishops fol-
lowed by the Successor of Peter. Un-
der the vaults of the historic church, 
the sessions begin and continue until 
April 6.3 

Two main objectives can be iden-
tified in the canons presented to the 
Council Fathers: the first was to 
consolidate the recent results of the 
Worms negotiations; the second was 
to halt a new wave of decadence in 
the clergy, by recalling the ecclesi-
astical norms on simony and priestly 
celibacy.4

Simony and the law of gravity

Just as in the physical world, there 
is a kind of “law of gravity” for insti-
tutions: if there is no continuous ef-
fort to keep them in ascension, they 
plummet. And one of the oldest, most 
universal and effective ballasts is 
money.

At the time of the Lateran Coun-
cil, the Church’s prestige was grow-
ing, and with it that of ecclesiastics. 
The devotion of the faithful made this 
prestige profitable. Consequently, it 
was only natural that a type of com-
merce came into effect, whereby gold 
was used to obtain ecclesiastical ap-
pointments – note that natural is not 
synonymous with legitimate…

The Council expressed itself with 
great clarity on this matter. It is worth-
while, here, to recall the words of the 
canon, because certain laws – unlike 
those of gravity – tend to be easily for-
gotten: “We forbid in every way […] 
that anyone by means of money be 

ordained or promoted in the Church 
of God. But if anyone shall have ac-
quired ordination or promotion in the 
Church in this way, let him be entirely 
deprived of his dignity.”5  

Further regarding pecuniary mat-
ters, the Council forbade the laity to 
meddle in the administration of eccle-
siastical goods. At that time, the pas-
toral care of the laity was tinged with 
other hues…

A centuries-old problem

The subject of celibacy, so exhaus-
tively debated, requires no introduc-
tion.6

Suffice it to say that once again, the 
Lateran recalls the already centuries-
old doctrine of the Church, proclaim-
ing it for all ages: “We absolutely for-
bid priests, deacons or subdeacons the 
intimacy of concubines and of wives, 
and cohabitation with other women, 
except […] a mother, sister, paternal 
or maternal aunt, or others of this kind 
concerning whom no suspicion may 
justly arise.”7 

A question answered 
with a question

Concluding this diversion of the 
imagination, and respectfully bidding 

1 Cf. CIC, can. 749 § 2.
2 Cf. ROHRBACHER, René François. His-

toire Universelle de l’Église Catholique. 
5.ed. Paris: Gaume Frères et J. Duprey, 
1868, t.VIII, p.113.

3 Cf. HEFELE, Charles-Joseph. Histoire des 
conciles. Paris: Letouzey et Ané, 1912, t.V, 
p.630-631.

4 Cf. DH 710-712.
5 DH 710.
6 On this subject, see the article: MORAIS, 

Victor Hugo. The Value of a Chaste Soul. 
In: Heralds of the Gospel. Nobleton. Vol. 
16. No. 176 (June, 2022); p.16-19.

7 DH 711.

farewell to Callistus II as he returns to 
his own historical era, we might ven-
ture to ask him: why is it necessary 
for us Catholics of the 21st century 
to know the norms dictated by Holy 
Church to the clergy of just under a 
millennium ago?

The reader might be rather discon-
certed to hear the medieval Pope an-
swer with another question: why insist 
that the Church has a retrogressive 
morality, if man is always essentially 
the same, with the same problems and 
the same solutions? 

The First Lateran Council recalled the centuries-old 
doctrine of the Church, proclaiming it for all time

Basilica of St. John Lateran, Rome;  
inset, Pope Callistus II
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the soCiety of Jesus in faCe of perseCutions

Resistance and Reaction!

“We need our reputation in order to exercise the apostolate 
fruitfully; we cannot and must not remain under the weight of 
slander. It is necessary, therefore, that justice be done to us for 
the greater glory of God.”

vessel facing a stormy sea, 
at risk of sinking at any mo-
ment and resisting the im-
pact of the turbulent waves, 

can serve as an analogy to the career 
of some men and women who have 
marked the history of the Church and 
of nations by their heroic virtues.

Such souls underwent paroxysmal 
situations that were contradictory and 
humiliating in the world’s estimation, 
and left a remarkable example of re-
sistance for future generations. They 
understood the language of the wise 
and followed the path pointed out by 
the Redeemer: obedience to the Fath-
er’s will!

Who were they?

Let us go back to the 16th century. 
Countless ships were then defying the 
oceans and sailing around the world 
to satisfy the aspirations of great 
sovereigns. At that time, in Spain, the 
Blessed Virgin won the heart of a man 
of fiery and chivalrous soul: Íñigo de 
Loyola!

After the famous conversion of the 
one who from then on would be called 
Ignatius, the illustrious warrior – noble 
in lineage, but above all in character 
– led by the breath of the Holy Spir-
it, gathered a few men to constitute a 
squadron in defence of Peter’s barque. 

They attracted attention wherever they 
went: in public squares, schools, uni-
versities, courts, pulpits and other ec-
clesiastical environments, they were 
the object of applause or censure. 
Ready to face any risk, they educated 
consciences “reformed” by the her-
esies of the time. 

How to define them? As intrepid 
missionaries? Shrewd diplomats? 
Sympathetic counsellors? Wise edu-
cators? Humble religious or pious 
priests? Who were they? “To those 
who ask us what we are, we shall 
reply that we are soldiers of the Holy 
Church, enlisted under the standard 
of Jesus Christ, and that we are the 
Society of Jesus,”1 the founder had de-
clared to his first disciples.

New apostles of Jesus Christ

At a time when the heresy of Luther 
had instilled in souls a spirit of insub-
ordination and revolt against spiritual 
and temporal authority, it was expedi-
ent for the Supreme Pontiff to welcome 
these men who offered their know-
ledge, talent and, above all, boundless 
zeal for orthodoxy. Pope Paul III knew 
how to recognize in the nascent So-
ciety a powerful weapon with which 
God was arming His Church. 

Accordingly, he entrusted profes-
sorships to the Jesuits, from which 

they could teach sound doctrine and 
combat error. As for the holy founder, 
he was given the mission of preaching 
the reform of customs in Rome, which 
lay sadly corrupted by immorality. 

St. Ignatius preached in the streets 
and public squares, paying no atten-
tion to the mockery he received for 
not speaking Italian well. The holi-
ness of his life and the gentleness of 
his words subdued the mob of scoff-
ers, who soon crowded around to lis-
ten to him. And so began the expan-
sion of the Order.

However, evil did not delay in pre-
senting itself under “sheep’s clothing”, 
in order to destroy this apostolate. To 
accomplish this goal, a centuries-old 
artifice was put to use: defamation.

“May justice be done to us!”

During that period, an Augustinian 
friar called Augustine of Piedmont 
was also preaching in the Eternal City, 
and was well received by the faithful. 
However, his words were far from de-
serving the admiration they elicited.

After some time, it became clear 
to some that the prosperous preacher 
was in fact a secret supporter of Lu-
ther. Having been warned of this, St. 
Ignatius admonished him with pru-
dence and charity, but the perfidious 
monk became angry and, fearing the 
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Inquisition, denounced the Jesuits as 
the authors of the heresies of which he 
was accused, even alleging the exist-
ence of supposed proofs. 

And the people? They blindly be-
lieved the calumnies that came from 
the pulpit… The Jesuits, until then 
venerated by all, now became the ob-
ject of horror. But the popular rejec-
tion did not succeed in intimidating 
the little Society of Jesus; on the con-
trary, it aroused in the soul of the holy 
founder a reaction that his adversaries 
had not expected.

“You are right to remain calm,” 
he said to his disciples, “but we 
need our reputation in order to ex-
ercise the apostolate fruitfully; we 
cannot and must not remain under 
the weight of a calumny which 
would make our ministry impos-
sible or unfruitful; it is therefore 
necessary that justice be done to 
us for the greater glory of God our 
Lord.”2 

Since the Holy Spirit was guid-
ing those men, through their vir-
tuous reaction the truth came to 
light. Friar Augustine had to de-
clare himself a follower of Luther 
and his accomplices were tried 
and condemned. 

Martyrdom on the high sea

About sixty-five years after the 
foundation of the Society, amidst 
many other persecutions, the hatred 
of the enemies of Christ was once 
again virulently launched against it, 
this time in a cruel physical attack.

During the generalate of St. Francis 
of Borja, a difficult mission attracted 
the zeal of many Jesuits. The destina-
tion was the New World, under the dir-
ection of Ignatius of Azevedo, who, af-
ter a first reconnaissance in Brazil, the 
Land of the Holy Cross, had returned 
to Europe in search of more apostles. 

After the approval of his Superior 
General and of the Pope, he departed 
from Lisbon, leading seventy mis-
sionaries divided among three boats. 

However, due to a violent storm, the 
ship San Diogo, which was carrying 
Ignatius and another thirty-nine mis-
sionaries, ended up breaking away 
from the others. Five corsair ships 
appeared around them, one of them 
under the command of the Calvinist 
pirate Jacques Sourie. This infamous 
man, ranting with satanic hatred, re-
vealed the reason for his attack: 

“To the Jesuits! To the Jesuits! No 
quarter for these scoundrels! They are 
going to Brazil to spill the seed of false 
doctrines; let us finish them off!”3

“I am here! I too am part of the So-
ciety of Jesus!”

“You do not wear the habit of these 
papists; you do not deserve death,” 
Jacques answered him.

Nothing daunted, the young man 
bent over one of the bodies lying there, 
stripped it of its bloody cassock and, 
after putting it on, said to the corsair:

“Here I am! During the voyage, I ad-
mired the virtues of the Jesuits, I loved 
them, I felt called to their Society, I 
asked Fr. Azevedo to receive me among 
the postulants, and he promised me; I 

ask you to fulfil his promise now.”
It was John, nephew of the 

ship’s captain. Not content to re-
main on this earth when his heart 
was already in Heaven, this young 
man was emboldened to complete 
the number of the forty martyrs of 
Brazil.

Reaction protected by Heaven

Society of Jesus! The mere 
thought of it stirred the piety of 
countless Catholics, making them 
repeat with reverence the sweet 
name of the Redeemer! But the lot 
of the just is tribulation, and new 
headwinds were not slow in tor-
menting it.

Pope Sixtus V, elected on April 
24, 1585, sought to involve as 
many monastic Orders as possible 
in certain political disputes in 
France. The Jesuit Superior Gen-
eral, Claude Acquaviva, however, 

had forbidden his religious to enter 
into such matters, in order to preserve 
the spirit of the Society within the 
limits set by St. Ignatius. 

On hearing of this, the Holy Father 
was displeased and regarded their stand 
as opposition… He began to complain 
about the excessive power allotted to 
the Jesuit General by the Constitutions 
of the Order and resolved to modify 
them. However, if applied, the chan-
ges he proposed would have ruined 
the economy of the congregation and 
essentially adulterated its spirit. 

A terrible slaughter began, and the 
sons of St. Ignatius surrendered their 
lives, one by one, in sublime martyr-
dom. Only Brother Juan Sanchez was 
spared, condemned to serve as cook 
for the Calvinists. The waters of the 
sea, red with innocent blood, had the 
honour that day of being the stage for 
this heroic episode and the witness of 
the bravery of these warriors of Jesus 
Christ. It was July 15, 1570.

After the thirty-nine members of 
the Company had already ascended to 
Heaven, a shout was heard on deck:

That day, the waters of the sea were tinged 
with crimson, testifying to the valour of the 

warriors of Christ

The forty martyrs of Brazil, by Giuseppe 
Bagnasco - Church of the Jesuits, Palermo (Italy)
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Inspired by God, Claude Acqua-
viva decided not to resign himself to 
these measures. He pointed out the 
disadvantages, insisted, and clearly 
demonstrated to the Supreme Pon-
tiff the impossibility of reconciling 
the mind of the founder with a con-
stitution so different from the one he 
had created. In this way, he obtained 
some concessions, but Sixtus V was 
adamant in wanting to change the Or-
der’s name.

“I consent to letting them use the 
name Jesuits,” the Pope often said 
privately. “But I will never agree to 
letting the Order use the name of the 
Society of Jesus! Society of Jesus,” he 
would repeat. “Who are these priests 
who cannot be spoken of without un-
covering one’s head?”4

The General of the Order “prayed 
and awaited help from above, always 
fighting, but with such meekness in 
his firmness and such respect in his 
language that the Pope could not con-
sider himself offended by his humble 
resistance.”5 However, he had vowed 
obedience to the Supreme Pontiff, and 
had to submit to papal decisions: he 
himself was to draw up a document re-
questing to change the Society’s name, 
for the Pontiff did not want to be cred-
ited with having taken this initiative, 
but only with having permitted it. Ac-
quaviva presented himself to Sixtus 
V with the completed document. The 

latter, satisfied, took and read it, and 
locked it up in his office. It was August 
18, 1590.

After this meeting, Father General 
recommended that several of his nov-
ices begin a novena praying for div-
ine protection. And their prayers were 
soon heard in an entirely unexpected 
way: On the last day of the novena, 
the Pope, who had long been suffering 
from a mortal illness, exhausted by 
toil and age, breathed his last without 
having yet promulgated the decree that 
was to abolish the title of the Order. 
And on December 5 of the same year, 
Gregory XIV promulgated a bull con-
firming the work of St. Ignatius with 
its beloved name of Society of Jesus. 

It was, no doubt, the zealous pro-
tection of the founder who, from eter-
nity, continued to lead his squadron.

The sad suppression of the Order

After this victory, the Order of St. 
Ignatius spent about two centuries 
under its glorious and revered name 
working for the salvation of souls, 
the evangelization of the world and 
the defence of the Church, until it 
became completely unbearable to the 
infernal regions. The latter, in collu-
sion with the greed of certain princes 
and rulers, decided to put an end to its 
existence. And indeed they did. 

On July 21, 1773, the bells of the 
Church of the Gesù rang at an un-

usual hour, attracting attention in the 
Vatican:

“Why do the bells toll at the Gesù?” 
asked the Supreme Pontiff.

“It is to announce the novena in 
honour of St. Ignatius, Your Holiness.”

“You are mistaken,” the Pope re-
plied, with deep sadness, “it is not for 
the Saints that the Gesù tolls. It is for 
the dead!”

On that day Cardinal Marefoschi 
presented to Clement XIV the docu-
ment Dominus ac Redemptor, which 
abolished the Society of Jesus through-
out the world. It was not a bull, which 
would have bound the subsequent 
successors of St. Peter, but a brief, an 
easily revocable document, which the 
Pontiff had agreed to sign only be-
cause of excessive pressure from the 
enemies of the Society. Nevertheless, 
the consequences were grave.

 “The Pope signed the brief and, 
says Cardinal Pacca in his Memoirs, 
after signing it, he pushed the paper 
to one side, the quill to the other and 
went mad! That signature had cost the 
unfortunate Pontiff his reason! From 
that day on, he only had the benefit of 
his mental faculties for fleeting mo-
ments.” 6 

There was no evidence to 
incriminate them…

Less than a month after this epi-
sode, in the early evening of August 

Their existence having become intolerable to hell, the Jesuits were faced 
with a new and terrible trial: the suppression of the Order

Inset: Pope Clement XIV - Museum of Rimini (Italy);  
in background, Church of the Gesù - Rome
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16, a priest, accompanied by soldiers 
and police officers from the Papal 
States, had the doors of the Gesù 
opened. He showed the Superior Gen-
eral, Fr. Lorenzo Ricci, the order for 
the suppression of the Society. Af-
ter reading the document, the agents 
began to seal the archives, the priests’ 
papers, the accounting books, the law-
yer’s office, the sacristy… 

On September 22 the Father Gen-
eral was locked up with some other 
Jesuits in the prison of Castel Sant’An-
gelo, supposedly by order of the Pope, 
in whose name everything was still 
being done, despite his dementia. 

The fact is that what was being 
sought in all the Jesuit houses was 
money. “So much was said of their 
riches, of the gold mines in Paraguay, 
of the fortune that great noblemen had 
left to the institution, that everyone 
was rubbing their hands in the hope 
of receiving a good portion of the 
booty.”7 On this matter, the innocent 
victims were questioned insistently.

“Have any changes been made 
in the Institute during your govern-
ment?” one lawyer asked the Superi-
or General. 

“Absolutely none. I have taken care 
to preserve its integrity.”

“Have there been abuses in the 
Order?”

“There was no abuse of any kind, 
by divine mercy. On the contrary, 
much charity has reigned in the Soci-
ety, and this has been made manifest 
by fifteen years of great trials, during 
which there has been no upheaval or 
internal turmoil, and everyone has re-
mained firmly attached to their state.”

“Where are the treasures of the Or-
der? Do you have furniture or money 

in the cellars of the Gesù? Have you 
sent money out of Rome?”

“There is no treasure. The belief in 
invested or hidden treasure is only a 
popular rumour without foundation, 
invented perhaps by enemies, or pro-
voked by the splendour of our church-
es; it is a true delirium, and I can-
not understand how worthy people 
believe in this tale. All the searches 
carried out in Rome and elsewhere 
should have been enough to finally 
become convinced of this.” 

Meticulous investigations con-
tinued, without any result. In the 

1 DAURIGNAC, J. M. S. 
História da Companhia de 
Jesus. Rio de Janeiro: CDB, 
2018, t.1, p.36.

2 Idem, p.40.
3 Idem, p.160.

4 Idem, p.225. It was a pious cus-
tom of the Christian people for 
men to “uncover their heads” 
on hearing the name of Jesus.

5 Idem, ibidem.

6 DAURIGNAC, J. M. S. 
História da Companhia de 
Jesus. Rio de Janeiro: CDB, 
2018, t.2, p.190.

7 Idem, p.193.
8 Idem, p.195.

9 From the Latin: “For the 
greater glory of God.” It is the 
motto of the Jesuits, composed 
by St. Ignatius of Loyola 
himself.

end, no evidence could justify the 
closure of the Order or the arrest of 
its members. 

“The Pope, whose moral agitation 
was intense, often paced about his 
apartments, shouting, ‘Forgive me! 
Forgive me! They made me do it!’ De-
spite his dementia, he was torn apart 
with remorse which would give him 
no rest, day or night.”8 

An example to be followed!

Without ever abandoning their un-
pretentious, religious and enthusiastic 
obedience, not only in the expressive 
facts presented here, but on countless 
other occasions, the holy Jesuit priests 
bequeathed to future centuries an ex-
ample of resistance amidst persecu-
tion. 

Hated and betrayed – but never for-
gotten! – the Catholic squadron found-
ed by St. Ignatius teaches us that the 
evangelical teachings on meekness in 
the face of our personal enemies do 
not apply to the enemies of the Church. 
These are adversaries of God himself, 
whom we must be dealt with using the 
cunning of the serpent (cf. Mt 10:16) 
and whose wiles we must resist firm in 
faith (cf. 1 Pt 5:9), so that the Kingdom 
of Christ may be established on earth. 

Let us therefore ask the Saints of 
this glorious militia to obtain for us 
from God the same charity that ani-
mated them during their lives, so that 
we may attract the greatest number of 
souls to the bosom of Holy Church, 
respect and forgive with unlimited 
patience our brothers and sisters in the 
faith, and fight “ad maiorem Dei glor-
iam”9 all those who reject the sover-
eignty  of Jesus Christ over themselves 
and the world! 

These holy Jesuit men left an 
example for future generations of 

resistance amid persecution
St. Ignatius of Loyola with the 

constitutions of the Company of Jesus - 
Ducal Palace, Gandia (Spain)
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Inebriated with presumption, the Turks advanced with a 
powerful army against the island of Malta. However,  

they did not expect to encounter a resistance  
that would go down in history.

he Island of Rhodes, 1523. 
Two gazes contemplate 
the same scene from con-
trary vantage points. One 

of them, full of hatred for the Cross 
of Christ, is on the beach, watching 
an enemy ship slowly navigating out 
to sea. The other, extremely idealis-
tic, is in the stern of the ship, grieved 
to abandon his captured fortress and 
praying to God to give him a vigor-
ous love for the Faith so reviled by 
the enemy, and to allow him to re-
turn to the combat to defend the Holy 
Church.1 

These two characters were perfect 
antitheses of one another. The first, 
Lala Kara Mustapha Pasha, future 
Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire, 
was at the service of his ambitious 
Sultan Suleiman, known as the Mag-
nificent. The second, Jean Parisot de 
La Valette, belonging to the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem, whose mem-
bers were known as Knights Hosp-
itallers, was fighting under the orders 

of Grand Master Philippe Villiers de 
L’Isle Adam, whose successor he was 
to be. 

They first faced each other at 
the siege of the Island of Rhodes, a 
battle in which the Catholics, after 
much resistance and inflicting ser-
ious damage on the adversary, were 
unfortunately defeated and forced to 
surrender their fortress. 

Now, the story of these two future 
commanders did not end at that dark 

moment. Divine Providence had in 
store for them an even more challen-
ging and decisive encounter.

The future of Europe 
in the balance

Forty years after the conflict in 
Rhodes, Suleiman returned to attack 
the Christian domains through his 
representative Mustapha, this time 
on the island of Malta. However, 
what he did not expect was that he 
would find at the head of the oppos-
ing troops a chosen soul, whose faith 
and valour were worth incomparably 
more than all his human strength. 

“In the spring of 1565, the Grand 
Master [La Valette] was seventy 
years old. Behind him lay a lifetime’s 
unbroken service to the [Hospitaller] 
Order. Uniquely among Knights, 
from the time he donned the Or-
der’s tunic at the age of twenty, he 
never returned to his family home 
in France. He had given everything 
to warfare in the name of Christ; he 

Divine Providence 
had in store for La 
Valette an even more 
challenging and 
decisive encounter 
at the Island of 
Rhodes…
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had been badly wounded in a fight 
with Barbary corsairs; had been cap-
tured and spent a year as a galley 
slave.”2 But he never allowed himself 
to be overcome by difficulties, for he 
was imbued with a deep faith in his 
mission.

Like all of Christendom, he was 
well aware of the importance of the 
island of Malta in stemming the 
Ottoman advance: if the enemy con-
quered it, Europe would be exposed 
to invasion and massacre. On being 
warned, therefore, of Suleiman’s im-
minent attack on this strategic front, 
he understood that the fate of the Or-
der of St. John and even of the West 
lay in his hands. 

The sultan, with delirious pre-
sumption, sent his powerful army to 
the island: one hundred and thirty 
galleys, thirty galleons, nine trans-
port barges, ten large galleons, two 
hundred smaller transport boats and 
about twenty-four thousand combat-
ants – six thousand of whom were 
part of his elite troop known as the 
janissaries. His entire fleet was a rich 
spectacle: ships adorned with carv-
ings, standards, red and white flags, 
and carrying sumptuous silk and bro-
cade tents.

La Valette had approximately 
eight thousand men, only five hun-
dred of whom were Knights Hosp-
itallers, to whom were added some 
Maltese peasants. And to increase 
their plight, the island’s fortresses 
had long been in need of repair. “An 
untenable situation!” some would 
conclude. The Grand Master, how-
ever, knew that having nothing, he 
possessed everything: fighting with 
scarce human resources, he would 
receive victory from the hands of the 
Almighty, who was watching over 
them. 

Loyalty or capitulation?

At dawn on May 18, the sentries 
spotted sails on the horizon. Warn-
ing shots were soon sounded, along 

with drums and trumpets, and fire 
signals spread the news all over the 
island. The civilian population took 
refuge in the fortifications, while the 
fighters took up their posts. Around 
midday, the defenders beheld a ter-
rifying spectacle, as one of the wit-
nesses recorded: 

“Fifteen or twenty miles from 
Malta the Turkish armada was clear-
ly visible, all in sail, so that white 
cotton sails covered half the horizon 
to the east.”3 

The battle did not delay, nor did 
the audacity of the Catholics in 

brilliantly marking the horizons of 
history. 

Mustapha sent a contingent of 
soldiers to the west coast of the is-
land with the plan of invading under 
cover of night. However, vigilant as 
true children of the light, the sen-
tries spotted the invading vessels 
anchored in the waters of a series 
of small bays. Before the break of 
dawn, a detachment of cavalry was 
advancing towards them under the 
command of a French warrior, La 
Rivière, with the mission of am-
bushing the intruders and taking 
prisoners. 

“La Rivière and a few men were 
well hidden, watching the advance 
guard and biding their time, when 
another knight broke cover and gal-
loped towards them. Confused, La 
Rivière emerged from his hiding 
place and was spotted by the Turks. 
With all surprise gone, the French-
man had no option but to charge the 
enemy. His horse was shot down, and 
he was seized and dragged off to the 
galleys. The defenders knew the im-
plications; In war, all useful captives 
were tortured for information.”4 

What thoughts would have as-
sailed the mind of this combatant 
during those terrible moments of 
pain and fear in which he found him-
self alone and cruelly threatened? 
Did he possess sufficient faith and 
courage to be faithful to the cause 
of the Church in that harrowing 
situation?

Idealism tried in blood

A few days after his capture, La 
Rivière – who had probably already 
been tortured – was taken, on Mu-
stapha’s orders, to the top of a hill 
where he could see the Catholic de-
fences. Under enticing promises of 
freedom, they invited him to reveal 
the vulnerable sectors. He indicated 
two positions. Accordingly, Mus-
tapha had his army advance on the 
places indicated to test them.

Upon being informed 
of Suleiman’s 
imminent attack on 
Malta, La Valette 
clearly understood 
that the fate of the 
West lay in his hands

Sultan Suleiman - Palace of the Senate, 
Madrid. Previous page: The Siege of 
Malta - Palace of the Grandmaster, Valletta 
(Malta); inset, Jean Parisot de La Valette, 
by Laurent Cars
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Noticing the approach of the ene-
my, the Christian warriors took up 
their positions. La Valette knew that 
his men were burning with the desire 
to confront the invaders, so he decid-
ed to grant them this opportunity. He 
waited until the Turks came within 
firing range, and then he had seven 
hundred riflemen advance, accom-
panied by a detachment of cavalry. 
He had to keep his lance in his fist to 
restrain the remaining soldiers, other-
wise no man would have remained at 
his post, such was their ardour! 

After five hours of fighting, the 
Catholics had driven back their ene-
mies with such fury that they had 
even threatened the life of the Grand 
Vizier himself! The latter, realizing 
that the brave La Rivière had led him 
into an ambush, had him beaten in-
humanely until he died. 

Thus departed for eternity that man 
of incomparable generosity, whose 
heroism moved God, as well as Cath-
olics of all times. Without a doubt, 
his fidelity bought for Christ’s adver-
saries a defeat even crueller than his 
death had been, and for Christians, a 

triumph even more beautiful than his 
martyrdom!

Resisting until the  
impossible

The battle, however, was far from 
over. La Valette had to persevere 
against all hope in this very difficult 
resistance for more than three months, 
under unrelenting enemy fire, while 
waiting for his many requests for re-
inforcements to be answered. In the 
midst of these battles, the soldiers and 
the Maltese population never ceased 
to implore divine intervention, with 

processions, prayers and fervent at-
tendance at the Sacraments. 

It was not until September 7, the 
eve of the feast of the birth of Our 
Lady, that the longed-for help arrived. 
On that day a battalion of ten thousand 
men landed on the Maltese coast from 
Sicily under the command of Don 
García Álvarez de Toledo. 

Up to that moment both armies 
were exhausting their last resources 
and only the strength of La Valette kept 
the defenders alive; with the arrival of 
help, however, great hope flooded the 
hearts of the Maltese, while the ene-
mies were seized with dread.  

Mustapha, foreseeing defeat, was 
preparing his army to retreat when… 
a last chance was presented to him: 
on September 9 a deserter, who had 
another perspective on the situation, 
came to tell him that the number of 
new arrivals was only six thousand 
and that they were so exhausted and 
starving from the arduous journey that 
they could no longer stand up. Rely-
ing on this mistaken information, the 
Grand Vizier reversed his decision 
and decided to field ten thousand men, 

After three months of 
resistance, in which 
the Maltese added 
valour in combat 
to their fervour in 
prayer, the longed-for  
help arrived

Don García Álvarez de Toledo and his troops disembark in Malta - Palace of the Grandmaster, Valletta (Malta)

Contents  Contents



March 2023 · Heralds of the Gospel      23

1 The historical facts contained in this arti-
cle are taken from the work: CROWLEY, 
Roger. Empires of the Sea. The Final Bat-
tle for the Mediterranean, 1521-1580. Lon-
don: Faber and Faber, 2008. 

2 CROWLEY, op. cit., p.106.
3 Idem, p.144.
4 Idem, p.116.
5 Idem, p.192.
6 Idem, p.193.

who disembarked from the galleys in 
the darkness on the early morning of 
September 11. 

The Christian warriors managed 
to act in time: before dawn, La Valette 
gave orders for all his men to be de-
ployed on high ground.

Finally, the well-deserved  
victory

The awaited day dawned. Once 
again, those two gazes once present at 
the Siege of Rhodes came face to face. 
However, this time the Catholics had 
not the slightest intention of making 
agreements or surrendering; they were 
convinced, by divine grace, that souls 
who love with their whole hearts can-
not collude with evil.

With the help of the Lord God of 
Hosts, the defenders of the Faith ad-
vanced, reaching an advantageous 
position before the Muslims. It was 
the top of a hill, and there they plant-
ed their standards. A fierce battle then 
began! 

“Mustapha’s decision to attack was 
now shown to be a terrible error of 
judgement. The Christian force was 
larger than the [traitor] had claimed 
– and they were far fresher than the 
Muslims, who had been in the field for 
four months. The Ottomans started to 
waver.”5 

Despite Mustapha’s insistent ef-
forts to keep his soldiers in the fight, 
the impact of the Maltese against the 
enemy ranks provoked their final 
rout. The insolent maligners of the 
Faith fled in disarray. 

The last moments of the battle for 
Malta were fought on the shores of 
St. Paul’s Bay, site of the Apostle’s 
shipwreck, and of great religious sig-
nificance for the Maltese. The Grand 
Vizier and the survivors of the Otto-
man army returned to their lands, 
leaving behind some ten thousand 
men who had fallen in battle. Malta, 
for its part, had become “a shattered 
island, arid, ransacked and ruined,”6 
according to the words of Giacomo 

Bosio, the Order’s official historian at 
the time of the siege. Of its eight thou-
sand warriors, only six hundred were 
still able to bear arms, and half the 
Knights Hospitallers had perished. 

Nevertheless, by an extraordinary 
protection of Providence, the victory 
belonged to Christendom and there-
fore to the Holy Catholic Church. 
The heroism and the blood of those 
valiant warriors were not employed 
in vain! 

Let us imitate his magnanimity!

The saying goes that “a strong 
king makes a weak people strong.” 
In the incredible story of the Siege 

of Malta, it is safe to say that be-
hind the bravery and perseverance 
of the Catholic troops lay the virtue 
of La Valette. More than shouting 
orders and exhortations, he was for 
the soldiers the living example of the 
intrepidity and unconditional faith 
that would gain them victory, and his 
strength in confrontation with diffi-
culties made the fragile resistance of 
his men invincible.

La Valette was a peerless man, 
for a man’s greatness is measured by 
what he defends, by what he loves and 
by what he believes; and the fearless 
Grand Master defended, loved and 
believed in the Catholic victory whose 
fate rested on his shoulders. 

La Valette’s faith 
sustained the 
Catholic warriors 
in battle and 
obtained for the 
Church the victory 
of Christendom

“The End of the Siege of Malta”, by Charles-Philippe Larivière - Palace of Versailles (France)
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We Are All Called  
to Heroism

M
õ Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira
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By in persevering prayer and relying on help from Heaven, 
we will have courage and endurance for everything, even 
for what we think is impossible to accomplish.

y interlocutor men-
tioned the heroism 
of the crusaders, the 
religious, the mar-

tyrs and a series of other forms of 
heroism. What is common among 
all of them? Between the heroism of 
the martyrs and that of the crusaders, 
for example? These could almost be 
called opposite heroisms, for that of 
the crusaders consists in fighting and 
struggling; that of the martyrs, in 
withdrawing and waiting for death. 
Some advance towards it, others do 
not; but none retreat!

And what do these have in 
common with the heroism of the 
religious?

Many of us have seen pictures 
depicting scenes of daily life in 
a convent or abbey. Sometimes 
it is a superior giving commands 
to a subordinate, who receives 
them reverently, ready to carry them 
out. Sometimes it is two monks, one 
kneeling and the other standing, giv-
ing a directive, consoling that soul 
or admonishing it. In either case, the 
subject kisses the superior’s habit as 
a sign of acceptance of the order, the 
directive or the admonition: it is the 
complete sacrifice of the soul to God. 
His whole life is marked by obedi-

ence. When someone is ordered to do 
something, it is usually because the 
task would not be to his liking. Other-
wise, a command would be unneces-
sary, since no one raises objections to 
doing what pleases him. So, to live by 
obedience, as religious do, is to live 
doing what one does not like.

What is the common element in 
these different forms of heroism, in 
such a way that, if we analyse it, we 
will identify what heroism itself con-
sists of? 

The habit of performing 
arduous tasks

Everyone encounters things in 
life that are difficult to do, which 
must be repeated frequently and with 
great effort. Because they are ardu-
ous, they cause reluctance and even a 
true horror. However, they are done. 
And often not just for the mere ful-
filment of duty, but because one 
has deeply resolved to get into 
the habit of always doing them, 
so that one ends up having joy 
and satisfaction in the pleasure of 
overcoming and dominating one-

self, doing them! This is one of the 
elements of heroism.

Consider, for example, young 
students. Not everyone welcomes 
the need to study. However, knowing 
that it is imperative, a young man can 
acquire the habit of studying, and in 
such a way that it becomes second 
nature to him. Deep down he will 
still not like it, but as it is his duty he 
will do it, and this produces a kind of 
refreshment of soul, a breeze of clear 

What do the heroism of the  
crusaders, the martyrs and  

the religious have in common?

“Taking of the fortress of Maarat  
by the crusaders”, by Henri Decaisne - 

Palace of Versailles (France)

Contents  Contents

https://catholicmagazine.news/author/uspliniocorreadeoliveira/


March 2023 · Heralds of the Gospel      25

conscience, of the glory of 
duty fulfilled, a feeling of 
honesty, which brings him 
a deep sense of well-being. 
Moreover, in some way he 
feels a light coming from 
God which covers him and 
gives him the reward, al-
ready on this earth, for his 
good deeds.

The more difficult an 
obligation is, the more 
heroism will consist in 
getting into the habit of do-
ing it, transforming it into 
second nature. Then com-
plete renunciation and total 
dedication will have been 
achieved, a heroism will have been 
established.

True heroism

But heroism is either achieved 
once and for all, or it does not exist! 
If a person advances little by little to-
wards what is difficult, he will never 
reach his goal. Towards the Cross of 
Christ, one must either run or fly! 
Those who move slowly towards it 
are on the verge of forsaking it and 
betraying the Divine Master.

We must act in this way in the 
smallest things. For example, one of 
us may have an irritable temperament 
which makes his presence an element 
of disorder in the setting in which he 
lives. To solve this problem, it is not 
enough to simply decide not to be 
irritable any longer. It is necessary to 
make the resolution to have an angel-
ic disposition. For we only overcome 
our capital defect by practising an 
eminent virtue.

St. Francis de Sales, Arch-
bishop-Prince of Geneva, was famous 
for his gentleness. At his death, an 
autopsy was performed, and when his 
body was opened, his liver was found 
to be as hard as a rock. What was the 
reason for this anomaly? The Doctor of 
Charity had a difficult temperament, 
and was constantly subduing it…

This is how we conquer ourselves. 
Do we tend to be irascible? Let us 
seek to acquire an angelic temper-
ament. Are we afraid to face difficul-
ties? Let us be heroes at the service 
of Our Lady. Are we lazy when it is 
time to study? Let us be the first to 
do so, to talk about books, and to take 
an interest in the subjects. And if 
someone is vain, let him never think 
of his qualities, or compare himself 
with others, or pay attention to the 
applause he receives, but flee from it 
like the plague.

Let us try, then, to master our most 
intractable defects. If we are but little 
inclined to recognize them, let us 
examine our actions attentively, with-
out making excuses, for we will only 
correct our shortcomings if we are 
implacable, considering them one by 
one, analysing them with a magni-
fying glass, and then praying: mea 
culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa.

That is heroism.

The heroism of a young 
Catholic in our days

Let us now apply these princi-
ples and examples to the case of a 
young practising Catholic. He goes 
to school, he socializes with his circle 
of friends and he is invited to parties. 
Can he be a hero in all these environ-

ments? Yes, he can prac-
tice heroism anywhere. In 
what way?

First of all by com-
pletely expressing what 
he thinks. So that, partici-
pating in a conversation in 
which opinions contrary 
to Catholic doctrine are 
raised, he has the courage 
to say: “I don’t think that 
way, because the Catholic 
Church teaches this way, 
and since I am a Catholic 
and follow the Magister-
ium of the Church, I think 
like her. Now look here: 
this is how it is!”

Many will find this attitude 
strange and contest it, but each one of 
us must have this conviction: “I gave 
my life to be tied to the same pillar 
at which Our Lord Jesus Christ was 
scourged. Will they think me a fool 
and call me a halfwit? I will have in 
view Our Lord crowned with thorns. 
They threw a cloak of derision over 
Him and, as a complement to the 
‘royal clothing’, they gave Him a 
reed as a sceptre. Thus, scourged and 
mocked, He awaited the moment of 
being taken to the Cross. But He did 
what He had to do! And all that re-
mains for me to do is to imitate Him.”

The Divine Model of heroism

In the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
we find heroism at every moment, 
and practised until the end. 

He was in opposition to the scribes 
and Pharisees, and knew perfectly 
well that they hated Him. Never-
theless, He continued on His way, 
teaching, preaching and performing 
miracle after miracle. And although a 
constant target of the wrath of His ad-
versaries, Our Lord still challenged 
them, such as when He referred to 
the Eucharist, saying: “unless you 
eat my Flesh and drink my Blood, 
you have no part with Me in eternal 
life” (cf. Jn 6:53).

Either heroism is practised in a single stroke,  
or it does not exist

Dr. Plinio in a conference in 1991
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The people around Him did not 
understand. Imagine what it means 
to hear these words from the lips of a 
man… Who could understand Him? 
But Our Lord had worked such mir-
acles and demonstrated such virtues 
that it was impossible for them not 
to perceive in Him the God-Man. 
And so there had to be a mysterious 
way to accomplish all that He said; 
they had to accept it as true. He chal-
lenged them. Many withdrew. The 
small group of disciples became even 
smaller. What was Jesus’ response? 
He turned to those who remained 
and asked them: “Are you also going 
to leave?” (cf. Jn 6:67). That is to say, 
He challenged them also! Then St. 
Peter said these beautiful words: “To 
whom shall we go, Lord, if You alone 
have the words of eternal life?” (cf. Jn 
6:68). In other words, that little group 
in turn launched the challenge: they 
later became the Apostles.

Pray always and never 
get discouraged

Do we lack the courage for some-
thing like this? We should ask Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through Our Lady, 
to give us the strength. No one, with-
out the help of grace, can perform such 
acts of heroism; but by imploring the 
Blessed Virgin, She will obtain for us 
from her Divine Son the supernatur-
al help we need. With persevering 
prayer and help from on high, we will 
have the courage and the stamina for 
everything, even the actions that seem 
most impossible to us.

Once again, the example of this 
recourse to Heaven was given to us 
by the Saviour himself. When, in the 
Garden of Olives, Jesus considered 
the approaching Passion, and foresaw 
all the sins and insults that would be 
committed against Him until the end 
of the world, as well as all the suffer-
ings He would have to endure to re-
deem the human race, He began to 
feel torpor, dread and sadness. The 
weight of all this foreknowledge was 

so overwhelming that He began to 
sweat blood, feeling the dispropor-
tion between His strength and the 
immensity of what He had to suffer. 
And He prayed that sublime prayer: 
“My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from Me” – that is, the cup of 
suffering to drink – “nevertheless, not 
as I will, but as Thou wilt” (Mt 26:39).

After this prayer, an Angel des-
cended to Him and gave Him a cup 
containing a mysterious drink. Jesus 
took it, and the liquid gave Him new 
vigour, restoring His soul to a state 
whereby, when the executioners 
came, Our Lord walked up to them 
and offered himself to be arrested. 
Then came all the rest, all the way to 
the height of the Cross.

Following the Divine Model, in 
hours of difficulty we must begin by 

praying. If we do not pray, we will 
obtain nothing. Let us pray and im-
plore constantly! And even if some-
one has the misfortune of falling into 
sin, continue to pray, because Our 
Lady is the Refuge, Mother and Pro-
tector of sinners. However bad their 
faults may be, sinners will find in Her 
the solution to their problems. Never 
doubt Mary’s aid, for She will give it 
always and in every case.

There is an expression in Scrip-
ture: “Oportet semper orare et non 
deficere – they ought always to pray 
and not lose heart” (Lk 18:1). This 
is how we must proceed. Therefore, 
let us not fail to pray in our troubles, 
difficulties and hesitancies. Grace 
will come and we will have the 
courage to overcome them, to see 
our defects face to face, fight them 
and practise the opposite virtues in 
a magnificent way. Let us ask for 
help from Heaven and let us begin 
with a single impetus. Then we will 
be heroes.

Special confidence in Our Lady

Before closing, allow me to insist 
on one point. From my personal ex-
perience, I can say that if I had not 
prayed a great deal, and especially to 
Our Lady, with particular confidence 
in Her, I would not be here at this mo-
ment. It is through the strength given 
me by Mary Most Holy that I have 
been able to live my life in conform-
ity with her will.

If, on reaching an advanced age 
such as mine, you want to say of 
yourself what I am saying, I think you 
should be prepared to add: “It is not 
I who have conquered, but God who 
has conquered in me. He conquered 
in me, not because of my merits, but 
because I prayed through the inter-
cession of Our Lady. And through 
Her everything is achieved.” 

Taken, with adaptations, from:
Dr. Plinio. São Paulo. Year III. 

N.22 (Jan., 2000); p.10-15
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In the Garden of Olives, Our Lord 
taught us to ask for the necessary 

strength to face difficulties

Agony of Our Lord in the Garden of 
Olives - Church of St. Michael the 

Archangel, Findlay (OH)
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oday I am fulfilling my 
long-standing promise to nar-

rate the most dramatic of the epi-
sodes that enrich the history of Luz 
Convent. […] 

In June 1775, the illustrious Majorat 
of Mateus, Dom Luís Antônio de Sou-
sa Botelho e Mourão, reached the end 
of his term of duties as Captain-Gen-
eral, having governed the Captaincy 
of São Paulo with wisdom, firmness 
and kindness. He was immediately 
succeeded in office by Martim Lopes 
Lobo de Saldanha, under whose iron 
rule São Paulo endured eight years of 
despotism and high-handedness.

Able executor of Pombal’s tyran-
nical laws of religious persecution, 
Martim Lopes did not delay in com-
municating to the Viceroy, Marquis 
of Lavradio, that he was ordering the 
closure of Luz Convent, in which ten 
nuns resided at the time.

The Captain-General gave the or-
der through the Bishop of São Paulo. 
Submissive, this prelate sent for Friar 
Galvão, founder and chaplain of the 
small community, on June 29, feast 
of St. Peter, and commanded him to 
begin the convent’s dissolution im-
mediately. Upon receiving the order 
from that shepherd – whose duty it 
was to protect the nuns rather than 
disperse them – Friar Galvão went 
to the monastery, whose chapel was 
filled with people waiting for Mass. 
After the celebration, Friar Galvão 
informed the sisters, to their intense 
sorrow, of the arbitrary decision that 
had been levelled against them. They 
were to tell their families to come and 
fetch them. Within a month, the con-
vent would have to close its doors.

Three Sisters left. The others, how-
ever, resolved, within the limits of 
Canon Law, to resist the plans of the 

governor, endorsed by the bishop. Lit-
erally speaking, the order obliged them 
to close the convent, but not to disperse. 
They closed it. But they decided to con-
tinue living within it clandestinely.

Their resistance seemed absurd, 
for if the governor or the bishop came 
to know of it, they had the power 
– though not the right – to inflict se-
vere canonical and civil penalties on 
the religious. But how could the nuns 
continue to live in the cloister with-
out receiving replenishments of food 
and drinking water, which they had 
in short supply? And how could they 
have contact with people outside the 
convent without exposing themselves 
to denunciation?

However, there are decisions that 
are absurd for creatures without faith, 
but entirely reasonable for those whose 
faith moves mountains. The nuns de-
cided to take on what was humanly 
impossible. They closed doors and 
windows. And they cut off all contact 
with the outside world.

Once the few provisions available 
to the convent had been consumed, 
the nuns began to live on some herbs 
growing in the yard. Meanwhile, a 
strawberry plant in the same yard 
began to produce, in an entirely un-
expected manner, such a quantity of 
fruit that the nuns could not eat them 
all. Lacking water, they gathered in 
the choir on a clear, serene day and 
asked for rain. The sky immediately 
began to cloud over. Thunder began 
and there was a heavy rainfall, fill-
ing the jars and jugs that the sisters 
had laid out to catch the rain. Once 
the containers were filled, the rain 
stopped.

Even greater assistance came to 
the “resisters” from Heaven. Joy 
flooded the souls of the religious, who 

received extraordinary graces in this 
catacombic life.

And so a whole month passed by in 
that holy ordeal. Then, a few days later, 
there was suddenly loud banging on the 
door, causing the community to trem-
ble. Had they been found out? Were 
they going to be taken to prison? They 
listened closely and recognized the 
voice of Friar Galvão, who called them 
by name. They opened their doors, 
and he radiantly told them the news: 
the Viceroy, Marquis of Lavradio, had 
cancelled the closure order and decid-
ed to reopen the convent. A letter had 
just arrived from Rio, to which the 
bishop had hastened to agree. For the 
victorious nuns, the hour of recom-
pense had arrived, the moment of the 
Te Deum and the Magnificat…

These facts, which I have taken 
from the authoritative book Frei Gal-
vão, Bandeirante de Cristo [Friar 
Galvão, Trailblazer for Christ], re-
veal not only the spiritual vigour of 
the nuns, but also of Friar Galvão. It 
seems obvious to me that Friar Gal-
vão knew of and supported the holy 
resistance of the nuns, otherwise, how 
could he have known to find them in 
the closed convent?

Thus, in addition to his titles of 
priest, religious, distinguished mystic, 
slave of Mary and founder, the great 
Franciscan of São Paulo added that of 
resister, within the spirit and the letter 
of canon law. 

Taken from: Folha de São Paulo.  
São Paulo. Year LIV. N.16.721  

(Dec. 22, 1974); p.41

The nuns resolved to take on  
what was humanly impossible,  

and Providence came to their aid

Luz Convent, São Paulo
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The Bishop of Münster feared God more than men, and it 
was God who granted him the courage to do and say what 
others did not dare in the midst of the Nazi regime. 

n order to lead the sheep of 
His flock safely to the eter-
nal fountains, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ instituted watchful and 

wise shepherds, the bishops, who 
would instruct them and warn them 
of dangers. To them we can apply the 
words addressed to the prophet Ezek-
iel: “So you, son of man, I have made 
a watchman for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning 
from Me” (Ez 33:7). And those an-
nounced to Jeremiah: “Woe to the 
shepherds who destroy and scatter 
the sheep of my pasture! […] I will 
set shepherds over them who will 
care for them, and they shall fear 
no more, nor be dismayed, neither 
shall any be missing” (Jer 23:1, 4).

When Adolf Hitler took power 
in Germany, perhaps he did not 
suspect that he would encoun-
ter one of his fiercest enemies in 
a bishop of the Holy Church. He 
was a true shepherd, who alone 
took upon his shoulders the weight 
of God’s struggle against the reigning 
tyranny.

“Nec laudibus, nec timore”

The eleventh son of Count Ferdi-
nand Heribert von Galen and Elisa-
beth von Spree, Clemens August von 
Galen was born on March 16, 1878, 
in Oldenburg, Germany. After com-

pleting his studies, in large part with 
the Jesuits, he was ordained a priest 
in 1904. Two years later he went to 
Berlin, where he exercised his min-
istry during the difficult days of the 
First World War. In 1929 he took over 
a parish in the city of Münster, until, 
in 1933, Pope Pius XI appointed him 
Bishop of that diocese. 

His entire episcopal life was marked 
by the confrontation with Nazi ideol-
ogy. And, coincidence or not, Provi-
dence seems to have wanted to em-
phasize this aspect of his mission. Von 
Galen governed the Diocese of Mün-
ster for the same length of time as Hit-
ler’s rule: he was ordained bishop nine 
months after the Führer came to power 
and died approximately nine months 
after his death.

The new prelate’s episcopal motto 
summed up his dispositions: “Nec 
laudibus, nec timore.” Neither praise 
nor fear would change his rigid stance 
towards the aberrations perpetrated 
by the Berlin government.

At the head of the  
opposition

In fact, he soon took the lead 
in Catholic opposition to the re-
gime. In 1934, a diocesan pas-
toral letter of this zealous shep-

herd denounced the erroneous 
theories of Alfred Rosenberg, one 

of the main ideologists of Nation-
al Socialism, contained in his book 
The Myth of the 20th Century. This 
work touted the absolute supremacy 
of the Germanic race and the elim-
ination of those outside of it, along 
with other doctrines of the Nazi 
worldview. 

It was in fact “a new and harmful 
totalitarian ideology which puts race 

Blessed Clemens auGust von Galen

Blessed Clemens von Galen

Hitler did not imagine that he would 
encounter one of his fiercest opponents 

in a bishop of the Catholic Church
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above morality, blood above law […], 
which repudiates Revelation, and 
seeks to destroy the foundations of 
Christianity.”1 The Bishop’s warning 
echoed widely among the clergy and 
the German people, having the salu-
tary effect of opening their eyes to 
the condemnable aims of the National 
Socialist discourse.

A few months later Rosenberg 
publicly reviled the prelate during 
a party congress held in Münster, in 
an attempt to turn the people against 
him. But the courage of Bishop 
Clemens had already been demon-
strated, and the defamatory words 
of the German theorist had an un-
expected effect… The next day, the 
faithful took to the streets in support 
of their bishop, culminating in a pro-
cession of almost twenty thousand 
participants!

In September 1936, von Galen 
took advantage of the commemora-
tion of the martyr St. Victor of Xant-
en2 to address the limits of the obedi-
ence due to the Reich. “How can the 
Church venerate the soldier Victor as 
a Saint? How can it present to us as 
a model a man who was executed [...] 
for disobedience to the emperor?”3 
What did the Bishop of Münster want 
to affirm? When authority demands 
what is contrary to right conscience, it 
loses the right to command, attacking 
God himself. Having transmitted 
this message, he concluded: “May 
God give us discernment and heroic 
strength; may we never through self-
ishness or vile fear of men consent to 
sin, tarnishing our conscience in or-
der to gain or preserve the favour of 
powerful mortals.”4  

Before the outbreak of the Second 
World War, the German prelate was 
already known throughout much of 
Europe. However, his hardest blow 
against Hitler’s regime was yet to 
come. In mid-1941 he delivered three 
powerful sermons that further spread 
his fame and earned him the title of 
Lion of Münster.

A Sunday sermon…
Saturday, July 12, 1941. Bishop 

Clemens von Galen was informed 
about the occupation, by the Gestapo, 
of the Jesuit houses in Königstrasse 
and in Haus Sentmaring, and about 
the invasion of numerous convents 
of nuns, many of whom had suffered 
violence and insults.

Such actions were ruthless attacks 
against the flock entrusted to him. 
He had to do something. During that 
entire day, he remained restless and 
troubled. What measure should he 
take? He decided to preach during the 
Sunday sermon the next day against 
the injustices perpetrated by the Nazi 
regime. He would make his words a 
sword in defence of the faith and of 
the German people. 

The Münster cathedral was packed 
with diocesan parishioners to attend 
Sunday Mass. Right from the start, 
he did not hesitate to denounce the 
infamous actions of Hitler’s police, 
who unjustly infringed on the rights 
of honest German citizens. And he 
recalled: “None of us is certain, even 
if he were in conscience the most hon-
est and faithful citizen, that he will not 
be one day arrested in his own home, 
deprived of his freedom, shut up in 

the prisons or concentration camps of 
the secret police of the State. […] I am 
aware that today, or any other day, this 
can also happen to me.”5 

However, as with the first Chris-
tians, neither prison nor death intimi-
dated him: “In the name of the hon-
ourable German people, in the name 
of the majesty of justice, […] I raise my 
voice, as a German and an honest cit-
izen, as a representative of the Chris-
tian Religion, as a Catholic bishop, and 
say: ‘We ask for justice!’”6 

During the sermon, men and 
women rose to their feet in approv-
al of the words they heard. Many 
even broke into tears. A Gestapo 
spy present at the scene reported that 
everyone became so impassioned and 
emotional that the church took on the 
appearance of a conference hall.

Aware of the risk he was running, 
after the ceremony von Galen asked 
his chaplain to send clothes, in case 
he went to prison. Back at his pal-
ace, everyone recommended that he 
take refuge elsewhere, but he did not 
acquiesce. 

The effect of the denunciation was 
devastating. Many wanted to have a 
copy of his words, and in less than a 
week the nuncio in Berlin and all the 

Blessed Clemens August von Galen in 1937

The injustices committed by the Nazi regime were ruthless blows against the 
flock entrusted to him. The Bishop of Münster had to do something
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bishops of the German nation became 
aware of the daring admonition of 
that anointed man of God.

One week later…

On July 20, in the church in Über-
wasser, the Lion of Münster made 
himself heard again. The church 
was packed again this Sunday, with 
people coming from as far away as 
Holland to listen to the indomitable 
prelate. 

After once again condemning the 
seizure of various convents and the im-
prisonment of religious, he continued: 
“Solidarity with men who hunt our re-
ligious, our friars and nuns like rabbits, 
without juridical motives, without any 
charges and without the possibility of 
defence?… No! It is inconceivable to 
have communion of thought and senti-
ment with them, and with all those 
who are responsible.”7 

Perhaps only those who lived 
through those days could measure 
this shepherd’s bravery. How many 
people remained silent for fear of be-
ing thrown into concentration camps 
for defying a regime that thought it-

self omnipotent? If the audacity of his 
preaching were not enough, von Ga-
len sent copies of this latest address 
to the Reich government demanding 
justice!

Third sermon: the strongest 
blow against Nazism

Without doubt the third hom-
ily, on August 3, 1941, was the most 
important. Goebbels, Hitler’s chief 
propagandist, later claimed that this 
sermon was “the strongest frontal at-
tack that Nazism had received in all 
the years of its existence.”8 

The bishop had learned of the 
Nazis’ secret plan for the extermin-
ation of the disabled, the elderly, the 
mentally ill and paralyzed children, 
all called “unproductive lives”.

People held their breath as they lis-
tened to that giant figure whose voice 
resounded like thunder throughout 
the cathedral: 

“Today they are murdered, barbar-
ically murdered, defenceless inno-
cents […]. We are facing an unparal-
leled homicidal madness! […] With 
such people, with murderers who 

arrogantly trample over our lives, we 
can no longer be a united people!”9 

Before long, the Lion of Münster’s 
words rang out around the world, 
reaching even the soldiers at the front. 
Royal Air Force planes dropped hun-
dreds of copies from the skies of 
Berlin! Such was the value of those 
addresses that their transcription be-
came currency for goods. The Bishop 
of Münster became a model of intrepid 
faith in times of persecution, personi-
fying the ideal of resistance.

“The von Galen affair”

As was to be expected, such at-
titudes earned him the hatred of the 
party leaders. The “von Galen case” 
was widely discussed at the top levels 
of the Reich in the following months. 
One of the SS chiefs went so far as to 
state: “This great traitor, and traitor 
to the nation, this pig is free and still 
takes the liberty of speaking against 
the Führer. He must be hanged.”10

But that was not the best solution 
for them. They knew that it would 
be harmful to make a martyr of von 
Galen, because his death would pro-
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Blessed von Galen speaks to the multitude

His sermons were the strongest frontal attack delivered to Nazism. The Bishop of Münster became  
a model of intrepid faith in times of persecution, personifying the ideal of resistance
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1 LÖFFLER, P. (Coord.). Bischof 
Clemens August Graf von Ga-
len. Akten, Briefe und Predig-
ten 1933-1946, apud FALAS-
CA, Stefania. Un Obispo con-
tra Hitler. El Beato von Ga-
len y la resistencia al nazismo. 
Madrid: Palabra, 2008, p.109.

2 St. Victor, a Christian soldier 
of the 4th century, was killed 
for refusing to sacrifice to the 
Roman gods. His feast day is 
celebrated on October 10.

3 LÖFFLER, op. cit., p.35.
4 Idem, p.36.

5 FALASCA, op. cit., p.39.
6 Idem, p.223.
7 Idem, p.42.
8 Idem, p.43.
9 Idem, p.44.
10 Idem, p.48.

11 Idem, p.83.
12 BENEDICT XVI. Greetings 

at the end of the Eucharistic 
Concelebration for the Beati-
fication of Cardinal Clemens 
August von Galen, 9/10/2005.

voke the revolt of a large part of the 
German people, as well as causing 
dissension with the Vatican. Thus, 
the astute Goebbels advised Hitler to 
leave the case to be settled after the 
war. The Führer agreed and declared 
on July 4, 1942, that he would make 
him pay every last cent…

The impassive bishop, although he 
was spied on and suffered constant 
threats, maintained a serene attitude 
and continued to proclaim the truth 
openly.

Last years of the war 
and of his life

The last stage of his life coincided 
with the Allied advance towards Ber-
lin. One of the cruel consequences of 
this was the bombing raids that rav-
aged several German cities, claiming 
the lives of innocent people. Münster 
was one of the places that suffered 
most from these attacks. It seemed as 
if the devil wanted to impose one last 
punishment on that great hero of the 
Faith.

On October 10, 1943, the sirens 
sounded in the city. A large 
part of the population took 
refuge in the cathedral, not 
suspecting that the sacred 
structure was precisely the 
target. As the American 
commander of the oper-
ation declared, this was the 
first time that the Allied ar-
mies had received orders to 
attack civilian targets…

When the alarms went 
off, Archbishop Clemens 
was in the Episcopal palace, 
donning his vestments to go 

to the cathedral. He did not have time 
to take refuge in the air-raid shelter 
when the shells began to explode. 
The bombs destroyed the entire resi-
dence, and he was left miraculously 
unharmed, leaning against the only 
wall that remained standing. 

 More than two hundred churches 
and several convents of the diocese 
were razed to the ground. The intrep-
id shepherd did not understand the 
reason for such destruction. As if the 
Nazi persecution were not enough, 
those who at first had come to restore 
peace ended up inflicting perhaps 
greater suffering on him.

Raised to the honour 
of the cardinalate

At the end of the war, on Christmas 
Eve 1945, Vatican Radio announced 
the elevation of Bishop Clemens von 
Galen to the cardinalate by Pope Pius 
XII. It was the explicit commenda-
tion of his actions, coming from the 
Chair of Peter.

According to the account of the 
priest designated as von Galen’s train-

bearer, such was the veneration of all 
for him that “during the entrance of 
the Cardinals into St. Peter’s Basilica, 
when Clemens August appeared at 
the door, a murmur ran through the 
assembly. […] As his gigantic figure 
proceeded down the central nave, a 
hurricane of enthusiasm arose. The 
applause reached its peak the moment 
the Cardinal ascended to the throne 
of the Holy Father.”11 

On March 16, 1946, more than 
fifty thousand faithful awaited the 
Cardinal’s return before the ruins of 
the cathedral, where he performed his 
last public act, addressing the crowd. 
Less than a week later, on March 22, 
he died at the age of sixty-eight as a 
result of appendicitis.

*     *     *

Benedict XVI beatified Cardinal 
Clemens August von Galen on Octo-
ber 9, 2005.

On that occasion, the German 
Pontiff shed light on the source of 
the intrepidity and courage that ani-

mated the Lion of Münster 
to oppose the tyranny that 
terrified the world: “He 
feared God more than men, 
and it was God who grant-
ed him the courage to do 
and say what others did not 
dare to say and do. Thus, he 
gives us courage, he urges 
us to live the Faith anew 
today, and he also shows 
us how this is possible in 
things that are simple and 
humble, yet great and pro-
found.”12 Blessed Clemens von Galen shortly after his death

The rule of his life was fear of God  
and not of men
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Victorious, the Spanish vessel was able to continue 
its course after destroying three English vessels. The 
damaged ship seemed to display its battered sails like  
an unvanquished war standard. Little did her crew  
know that the clash was only the beginning…

he sea… an open book in 
which so many great and 
small stories are written! 
Some totally submerged, 

abandoned to their fate in the ob-
scure and rare beauty of deep seas. 
Who would not like to know them? 
Others, unscathed by the waves of 
time, seem to defy the centuries, just 
as their protagonists once braved the 
storms. This is how one of them has 
come down to us, the famous gest 
of the Glorioso, a ship that… made 
history.

A risky mission

It was the early hours of Sunday, 
May 28, 1747. In the port of the Mex-
ican city of Veracruz, everyone was 
sleeping. Everyone… except the men 
of the intrepid Pedro Mesía de la Cer-
da. A navy guard in the Spanish Ar-
mada at seventeen, he was then, after 
a long and brilliant military career, 
an experienced captain of forty-sev-
en years of age, commander of the St. 

Ignatius of Loyola, a seventy-gun ship 
nicknamed Glorioso.

The crew had spent the whole 
night loading a valuable treasure from 
the port down into to the holds of the 
ship and finalizing preparations for a 
quick and secretive departure – very 
secretive. English spies were prowling 
the area, and utmost discretion was 
required.1 

With all aboard, they set sail with-
out delay for La Habana, from where 

they would continue on to Spain, 
carrying in the holds of the ship the 
staggering cargo of more than four 
million silver coins and four thou-
sand four hundred ounces of gold. In 
addition to this was a rich freight of 
sundry goods,2 all of which also had 
to reach its destination as soon as 
possible.

This was the difficult mission that 
weighed on Captain Mesía’s shoul-
ders. He knew better than anyone 
the countless incidents that could 
arise during the voyage and how they 
could result in the loss of a real for-
tune. And if that were not enough, 
he would have to make the crossing 
without even one support ship, fa-
cing the dangers of the sea and Eng-
lish piracy entirely alone.

For this reason, having been in-
formed in advance of the risky mis-
sion he would have to undertake, the 
captain was allowed to choose each of 
his men, and he handpicked the most 
experienced he could find.

the “Glorioso”

After handpicking 
his crew, Captain 
Mesía set out with 
the “Glorioso” 
on the mission 
that had been 
entrusted to him
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After weeks of tranquillity, 
the first battle

The first weeks of sailing went 
normally, but on the morning of July 
25 things changed. Near the Azores 
Archipelago, the sailors spotted a 
large number of sails in the distance. 
Were they British? Hours later, the 
bad omen was confirmed: it was a 
large English convoy escorted by 
four warships, under the command of 
Captain John Crookshanks.

Discovering the solitary Spanish 
ship, the English sensed that it was 
easy prey and certainly well laden with 
treasure. The commander then ordered 
a warship from the 
small fleet to continue 
escorting the others, 
and he set out with the 
other three – the ship 
of the line Warwick, 
the frigate Lark and the 
brig Montagu – on the 
chase for the rich Span-
ish booty.

The Montagu, faster 
than the others, man-
aged to get close first 
and fired at the St. Ig-
natius of Loyola, aim-
ing to reduce its speed. 
But Captain Mesía, 
foreseeing her move-
ments, ordered several 
cannons to be moved 
aft and kept her at bay 
throughout the night 
with cannon fire.

On the following day, July 26, the 
other two ships managed to draw 
close, and by nightfall they were 
harassing the Spanish ship, which 
could not avoid a confrontation. This 
time, however, it was Captain Mesía 
who would take the initiative in the 
attack.

By moonlight, and as if for her 
there was no tomorrow, the St. Ig-
natius of Loyola rushed towards the 
Montagu, firing a few cannon shots at 
close range that forced her to retreat, 

never to return. However, the most 
important result of the manoeuvre 
was to put the Spanish ship alongside 
the Lark, enabling her to fire all her 
starboard batteries so successfully 
that the English frigate, having lost 
all its masts, was out of action. 

At last Captain Mesía turned about 
to attack the Warwick, and when he 
had it within firing range he discharged 
on it all the port side battery, his can-
non balls criss-crossing those of the 
despairing English, who could hardly 
believe the unexpected move. 

After this he turned once more and 
bombarded her with his cannon on 

the right side. The battle lasted more 
than six hours, after which Erskine, 
captain of the Warwick, took advan-
tage of favourable winds to escape 
from the enemy’s fire and call for 
help. His ship was destroyed.

Victorious, the Spaniards were able 
to continue their course. The damage 
suffered was quite serious, and the 
crippled ship seemed to display its 
battered sails like an unvanquished 
war standard. Nevertheless, the crew 
was happy. Little did they know that 
the clash they had just left behind 
them was only the beginning…

“Battle stations!”

After a few weeks 
without any major de-
velopments, on Sunday 
August 13, with only 
ten leagues to go before 
reaching Cape Finis-
terre, the lookout from 
the mainmast spotted 
several sails. The fol-
lowing day, it turned 
out that there were 
three Royal Navy ves-
sels: the ship Oxford, 
the frigate Shoreham 
and the brig Falcon. 
All three were advan-
cing rapidly towards 
the damaged St. Ig-
natius of Loyola, as if 
they had been waiting 
for it for some time. 

Perhaps they just wanted to settle a 
score.

In view of the tragic scenario, the 
troubled expression on the Span-
iards’ faces revealed the countless 
doubts that, like cannonballs, as-
sailed their minds: would they come 
out unscathed or perish in the fight? 
They were so close to home that 
this turn of events seemed like a 
true nightmare. But soon the deadly 
silence that aroused so many ques-
tions was broken by a shout from 
Captain Mesía: “¡Zafarrancho! [Bat-

“The Glorioso”, by Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau. Previous page,  
detail of “The capture of the Glorioso”, by Charles Brooking

Spotting the solitary 
Spanish vessel,  
the English sensed 
that it was easy 
prey, and set out 
on the chase for 
the rich booty
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tle stations!]” It was not the time to 
speculate, but to pray and fight.

The British fleet approached slow-
ly. Finally, around four o’clock in the 
afternoon, the Shoreham and the Fal-
con crossed paths with the St. Igna-
tius of Loyola on one side, at a pru-
dential distance, while the Oxford did 
the same on the other side, but no one 
opened fire.

However, having their prey with-
in reach, the English manoeuvred to 
begin the capture. In an instant, Cap-
tain Mesía had his ship in a favour-
able position to exchange fiery leaden 
salutes with the enemy vessels.

The lopsided duel lasted almost 
three hours when Captain Callis, com-
mander of the English squadron, no 
longer able to bear the punishment 
inflicted on him by the St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, decided to retreat. 

The scene was unbelievable – a 
real miracle! It was an extraordinary 
sign of the divine protection that had 
not abandoned them. 

The last enemies appear 
on the horizon

Finally, on August 16, they reached 
the port of Concurbión, Galicia, where 
they unloaded the valuable treasure in 
a safe place. Their mission was accom-
plished! But their odyssey continued. 

After making the most urgent repairs 
to the ship there, they set sail on Octo-
ber 11 for the port of El Ferrol, where 
they would have everything necessary 
to complete the ship’s restoration.

Unfortunately, they were unable 
to reach the port due to a strong gale. 
Moreover, they were in the vicinity 
of the Coast of Death, a dreaded re-
gion where many vessels were ship-
wrecked. It was not prudent to con-
tinue along that route, especially in 
their precarious condition. Accord-
ingly, Captain Mesía ordered them to 
set out towards the port of Cádiz.

During this route, at dawn on Oc-
tober 17, another misfortune struck: 
the Royal Family appeared on the 
horizon, a privateer fleet commanded 
by the English Commodore George 
Walker, who was aboard the flagship 
King George. Followed by the frigate 
Prince Frederick, Walker set off in 
pursuit of the damaged Spanish ship. 
Night had fallen when the privateer 
reached his prey. The battle was once 
again fought by moonlight.

Having lost her main mast in the 
first volley of shots, and suffering 
heavy casualties both killed and 
wounded, the King George kept up 
the fight alone for nearly three hours.3 

It was well into the night when the 
frigate Prince Frederick arrived on 

the scene. Her commander, Edwar 
Dottin, cannonaded the St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, in order to divert the shots 
that kept falling on the Commodore’s 
ship, and received a well-merited re-
tort. Finally, in Walker’s own words, 
“at eleven o’clock, the enemy to our 
great surprise set sail […]. We were 
not able to follow.”4

Until the last cannonball

The next day, October 18, the St. 
Ignatius of Loyola was being pursued 
by the frigates Prince George, Duke 
and Prince Frederick, almost the 
entire Royal Family! As if that were 
not enough, another of His Majesty’s 
vessels appeared before the Spanish 
ship: the Darmouth, commanded by 
Captain John Hamilton.

When the latter came within 
firing range, both battled at length 
until, suddenly, one of the shells 
from the St. Ignatius of Loyola hit 
the powder magazine of the English 
ship, blasting it skywards. Such was 
the effect of the tragic explosion that 
of the three hundred and seventy 
men in the crew, only eighteen were 
saved.

Even so, the truce was short-lived. 
Around midnight, another ship opened 
fire on the St. Ignatius of Loyola: the 
Russell, Her Majesty’s mighty ship of 

At left, Captain Pedro Mesía,  
by Joaquín Gutiérrez - Museum of 
Colonial Art, Bogotá (Colombia); at right, 
Commodore George Walker - National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich (England)

The courage of 
Captain Mesía 
and his men awoke 
astonishment and 
even admiration 
in their English 
adversaries
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1 In fact, from the beginning of 
the 18th century, Spanish ports 
were a veritable “anthill of 
British agents ready to inform 
Rear-Admiral Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, commander-in-chief of 
the British West Indies fleet, 
of the slightest movement of 
Spanish ships” (PACHECO 

FERNÁNDEZ, Agustín. El 
“Glorioso”. 5.ed. Valladolid: 
Galland Books, 2021, p.93).

2 “6,412 arrobas of fine cochin-
eal, 2,354 of logwood, 64 of 
wild cochineal, 281,092 van-
illa beans, 68 quintals of jala-
pa extract, 350 arrobas of sug-

ar, 24 of balsam, 55 of cocoa 
and 300 animal skins” (Idem, 
p.135).

3 Cf. ROJO PINILLA, Jesús 
Ángel. Cuando éramos inven-
cibles. 7.ed. Madrid: El Gran 
Capitán, 2017, p.147.

4 WALKER, George. The Voya-
ges and Cruises of Commo-
dore Walker. London: A. Mil-
lar, 1760, v.II, p.216.

5 Idem, p.231.

the line, with three bridges and nine-
ty-two cannons, which had joined the 
Royal Family frigates. What must the 
Spaniards have thought, seeing the 
situation go from bad to worse? At 
this point, perhaps for many of them it 
made no difference whether they faced 
two or four ships…

Under fire from the frigates and 
the Russell, Captain Mesía and his 
men defended themselves to the last 
cannonball. When these ran out, they 
loaded their cannons with every kind 
of metallic material they could find. 
Finally, they had nothing left to load 
them…

Living “Gloriosos”, ready 
to fight and resist

So unbelievable did this resistance 
seem that Commodore George Walk-
er wrote: “Never did Spaniards, nor 
indeed men, fight a ship better than 
they did this.”5 

At about six in the morning, when 
the first rays of sunlight were illumin-
ating what still remained of the St. Ig-
natius of Loyola, the British entered 
the ship and there found one hundred 
and thirty wounded men and thirty-
three dead. The rest of the crew were 
led to the British vessels, from where 
each Spaniard could better contem-
plate his devastated ship.

At that tragic moment, under the sad 
gaze of those who had shed so much 
blood on it, the ship itself seemed to 
come to life to utter its last words to 
them: “What are you looking at, broth-
ers? Take no more notice of these re-
mains which will soon be destroyed. 
Matter passes, but glory descends 
upon those who suffered with me and 
fought to the end.” 

It would be hard to imagine a 
more glorious end, thought the sail-
ors. Was it then that the nickname 
Glorioso was enshrined forever? 
Probably. What is certain, however, 
is that from that moment, each one 
of them became a living Glorioso, 
ready to fight and resist, in that hope 
of which the Apostle speaks: “we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces charac-
ter, and character produces hope” 
(Rom 5:3-4). 

“The last battle of the Glorioso”, by Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau“The last battle of the Glorioso”, by Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau

It would be hard 
to imagine a more 
glorious end. From 
that moment, 
each one of those 
men became a 
living “Glorioso”
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hiGhliGhts of dona luCilia’s interCession

Assisted by the maternal help of Dona Lucilia, many have 
discovered that the solution to their problems is, above all, in 
the aid that comes from Heaven. Thus, they appeal to their 
beloved intercessor in the certainty of being answered.

n the course of our lives, it is 
not uncommon for us to en-
counter situations that are dif-
ficult or even almost impos-

sible to resolve, and we are distressed 
to see the ineffectiveness of human 
solutions. On these occasions, the un-
folding of events often surprises us by 
clearly showing how important it is 
for us to pin our hopes primarily on 
supernatural help!

In this sense, Dona Lucilia’s inter-
cession in favour of those who seek 
it has proved to be a reflection of the 
love of God himself, who above all 
wants His children to have recourse 
to Him without ever losing confi-
dence in His eternal designs of mercy 
and salvation. 

This is what stands out in the facts 
transcribed below, reported with 
enormous gratitude by those who, in 
great or small afflictions, have felt 
supported by “Lucilian” goodness.

Helping a mother with the 
recovery of her son

Dona Lucilia never tires of doing 
good. One might even say that she is 
constantly on the lookout for some-
one in need that she can help. And 

she seems to have special concern for 
mothers who ask for their children…

Licia Aparecida Moreira, a resi-
dent of the city of São João do Itaperiú 
(Brazil), tells us that at the begin-

ning of the month of November she 
received a visit in her home from a 
couple of missionaries from the Her-
alds of the Gospel. On that occasion, 
she related to them a terrible injury 
that her 23-year-old son, Leonardo de 
Oliveira had suffered. 

On August 2, 2022, he was acci-
dentally pinned to the ground by a 
heavy iron plate at work, fracturing 
two vertebrae and losing the move-
ment of his lower limbs. Licia re-
counts: “He lost all coordination in 
his body, he could only remain seated 
with our help, or supported by pil-
lows. He could not move around on 
his own, not even from his bed to the 
wheelchair.” 

She expressed her concern for her 
son and commented to her visitors 
that she was thinking of seeking med-
ical treatment in another state. The 
Heralds then gave her a photograph of 
Dona Lucilia and recommended that 
both mother and son make a novena 
to this kind lady, asking for her inter-
cession for the young man’s recovery. 

A few days later, Licia sent a mes-
sage to the missionaries telling them 
that the same week that they had vis-
ited her, her son began to show signs 

Without any doubt, Dona Lucilia 
will continue to help in Leonardo’s 

complete recuperation

Leonardo de Oliveira flanked by  
his parents
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of improvement: his body became 
firmer, he could sit up by himself 
and move from his bed to the wheel-
chair; in short, he gave the first signs 
that he could return to leading an in-
dependent life. And on December 20 
he began to move his legs, which had 
been completely inert before! 

Although there is still a long way 
to go for Leonardo to regain normal 
ambulation, Licia continues praying 
to Dona Lucilia and trusting in her 
intercession, because she attributes to 
her these promising improvements, 
which filled the family with hope.

It is not a mere coincidence!

Carmen Iris Urbano Pacheco, from 
Peru, also sends us her gratitude to 
Dona Lucilia, who promptly helped 
her with a financial problem.

Being the owner of a shop, one 
day she did not have enough money 
to pay off a debt, having only a frac-
tion of the amount needed. Very dis-
tressed, she immediately turned to 
Dona Lucilia for help: “Now what do 
I do? Dear mother, help me! I need to 
pay this bill. Help me, help me!”

The supplier to whom she owed 
the sum would arrive at her shop ear-
ly the next morning to collect it. How-
ever, for a number of reasons, he did 
not appear until three o’clock in the 
afternoon. Carmen saw this as help 
from Dona Lucilia because, in the 
meantime, she managed, to her great 
surprise, to make enough in sales to 
pay off the debt.

“I don’t know how, but the fact is 
that Dona Lucilia helped me gather 
the money I needed. That day I 
thanked her a lot, and I will always 
thank her!” she declares full of grati-
tude. And she concludes: “When I 
told other people about this episode, 
they told me that it was not a mere co-
incidence.”

Currently, Carmen is having con-
fident recourse to her intercessor to 
resolve a family matter: “I know that 
with her help we will succeed.” And 

in the hope that other people may 
benefit from this maternal support, 
she adds: “I know that Dona Lucilia, 
my dear mother, will be guiding each 
one of us and all those who aspire to 
have a heart like hers, which is an ex-
ample for us to follow.”

“I feel like a beloved daughter 
of Dona Lucilia”

The extreme goodness of this lady 
was also manifested to Mrs. Fatima 
Clara Maria Rodriguez, from Lima, 
Peru, who had already been favoured 
by her intercession in the cure of an 
ocular toxoplasmosis. Having seen 
how much Dona Lucilia helps those 
who turn to her, she decided to ask her 
for help with another health problem. 

Fatima tells us: “Some years ago, I 
had a car accident and was taken to the 
emergency room. I had no fracture, 
but my right arm was bruised.” The 
pain increased as time went by, espe-
cially during the winter or when she 
carried any weight; she could only lift 
her arm up to a certain height, among 
other motor limitations. She was diag-
nosed with bursitis, accompanied by 
calcification in the underlying tendon. 
Several sessions of physiotherapy 
followed, which relieved the pain for 
a time, but former torment soon re-
turned. Even a blanket that happened 
to brush her arm when she went to bed 
would be enough to cause excruciat-
ing pain!

One morning, while Fatima was 
taking off a coat to start the house-
hold chores, she made a sudden 
movement with her arm and heard a 
snap in her shoulder, accompanied 
by tremendous pain. With the other 
hand she tried to support the affected 
arm and went to her room, where she 
waited for her husband to finish work 
and eat lunch, in order to take her to 
the emergency room. In the mean-
time, she entrusted herself to the div-
ine will of Our Lord Jesus Christ and 
to the maternal intercession of Dona 
Lucilia. 

As soon as she had finished her 
prayer, the dog approached her, look-
ing for some attention. As she was in 
a lot of pain, she tried to ward it off 
and, in a reflexive motion, she ex-
tended her right arm. Then she real-
ized that the pain had passed and that 
she had recovered full movement of 
the limb, a realization accompanied 
by great supernatural consolation. 

Since that day the constant, sharp 
pains that she had been suffering 
never returned. Fatima ends her ac-
count like this: “I feel like a beloved 
daughter of Dona Lucilia. Sometimes 
I only need to look at her photograph 
to feel that she understands me, and 
then I tell her my worries.”

And Fatima is not the only one to 
have this conviction. In fact, all those 
who turn to Dona Lucilia feel the tor-
rents of love and kindness that eman-
ate from her, and obtain the assurance 
that they will never be disappointed.

Once again, she did 
not fail to help!

Last year, Mrs. Solange Calero 
Chávez, who lives in Spain, told us 

With exceptional promptness,  
Dona Lucilia answered the petition 

made to her

Mrs. Fatima Rodriguez holding a 
biography of Dona Lucilia
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he author had the opportunity 
to witness innumerable meet-
ings of Dona Lucilia with her 

son, Dr. Plinio. 
Their rapport was of one kind when 

Dr. Plinio spoke at public conferences 
or when gathered with his followers. 
On these occasions, their manner to-
wards one another seemed ordinary. 
Quite different were the demonstra-
tions of mutual affection which the au-
thor was frequently able to behold at 
Dona Lucilia’s house during the dia-
betic crisis which afflicted Dr. Plinio 
in 1967.

During this period, Dona Lucilia 
would be present at the end of her 
son’s meals, which he took reclined 
on the sofa in his office due to his 
infirmity. Some of Dr. Plinio’s dis-
ciples also kept him company at this 
time. She would enter with discretion 
and composure, greet those present 
and remain in a corner, recollected, 
watching him.

After dessert, everyone would 
withdraw and the two would be left 
alone! 

Since the housekeeper would leave 
the door ajar, the Author was very 
often able to observe through the 
opening a moving scene: Dona Lu-
cilia would approach Dr. Plinio’s sofa 
and lean towards him; they would be 
at about an arm’s-length apart. He 
would then take her hand and kiss it 
repeatedly, caressing her with a cer-

tain “truculence”, patting her vigor-
ously, and saying:

“Dear mãezinha [little mother], 
dear mãezinha of my heart!”

And she, in contrast, would very 
gently stroke his hands and only 
say:

“Filhão [big son], beloved filhão! 
How much I love you, my son! Are 
you doing well?”

“Yes, mãezinha, and how did you 
sleep last night?”

“I slept very well.”
Sometimes she would put her hand 

on his cheek, caressing him with 
much affection and saying:

“Son of my heart, do you know that 
your mother loves you very much?”

“And does my mãezinha know 
how much I love her?”

In this manner they would spend 
ten minutes, counted by the clock, of 
pure affection and kindness. The two 
practically did not converse, but just 
enjoyed one another’s company. And 
whoever observed it saw in this ef-
fusive benevolence an extraordinary 
love for God. 

how Dona Lucilia had helped her 
sister, Yiceth, recover from compli-
cated brain surgery. Now she relates a 
grace obtained through the interces-
sion of this kind lady for her seven-
teen-year-old nephew Franko André 
Parra Flores, who lives in Peru. 

“One night my sister-in-law phoned 
my husband, a little tearful, and told 
him that she had taken her son to the 
doctor for a problem with his hand, 
which was hurting a lot. He was 
examined and tests were done right 
on the spot, resulting in unexpected 
findings.” According to the specialist, 
the young man had developed carpal 

tunnel syndrome, caused by compres-
sion of the median nerve, one of the 
main nerves in the hand. The symp-
toms include pain, tingling, decreased 
sensitivity in the fingers and even 
decreased strength in the hand and 
muscle atrophy, creating difficulty in 
performing some movements.

Having received this news, Franko 
became very upset and worried about 
his future, as he was studying com-
puter engineering and robotics, and 
his hands would be his main work 
tool. Countless doubts assailed the 
young man… How would his life be 
from then on? Being still so young, 

why did he have to deal with a prob-
lem like this? What could he do in 
that situation? His mother, Mrs. Ro-
sana Flores de Parra, tried to reassure 
him, but in vain. 

Rosana told her sister-in-law what 
was happening and, trying to help, 
the latter recommended a very effect-
ive “remedy”: 

“I told her about Dona Lucilia, 
recalling how she had interceded for 
my sister. And I announced to her: ‘I 
am going to ask her to intercede for 
Franko.’ Then I began to pray before 
my little altar, saying: ‘Dona Lucilla, 
protect my nephew! As you were 

Dr. Plinio in March of 1968
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She was to him a peerless compan-
ion in the realm of virtue; and he, for 
his part, recognizing her innocence, 
reciprocated it with extraordinary 
tenderness.

After the established time, the ser-
vant would enter, take the wheelchair 
and begin to move it, saying:

“It is time, madame. The doctors 
said that Dr. Plinio must rest.”

Dona Lucilia replied imperiously:
“No, no, Mirene. What is this? 

I don’t want to go; leave me here. I 
want to stay with him.”

Dr. Plinio, perceiving that the 
housekeeper was not going to get the 
better of her, would turn to her with a 
fond look and intervene:

“Mama, unfortunately the doctors 
have prescribed me rest. What can we 
do? With great regret I must take leave 
of you, there is no remedy…”

She, then, understood:
“Very well, filhão. I bid you fare-

well, but with pain in my heart.”
She began to move away, while 

waving goodbye. Finally, when she 
reached the door, she kissed the palm 

of her hand and blew the kiss in his 
direction.

During this brief interval, what 
really enchanted the Author was to see 
mother and son: she, a lady of nine-
ty-two years, and he, a gentleman of 
sixty, living together in total familiar-
ity, and yet with such an extraordinary 
reverence for each other. 

so caring with your son, Dr. Plinio, 
please take care of my nephew with 
your holy maternal intercession and, 
if possible, ask our Sacred Heart of 
Jesus to heal him completely.’” 

At the end of the prayer, Solange 
telephoned her sister-in-law again, 
as the idea came to her of suggesting 
that she should seek the advice of 
another specialist. In the afternoon 
of the following day, she received a 
call from Rosana with the following 
news: “We consulted another neurol-
ogist, they re-did the tests on Franko 
and the doctor said that the previous 
diagnosis was wrong.” 

The specialist then prescribed an 
anti-inflammatory for Franko. Based 
on the analysis of the results of the 
subsequent examinations, he gave the 
assurance that the young man’s pain 
was certainly due to a bruise suffered 
during some physical exercise. To 
clear up any doubts, Rosana went to 
a third doctor, who gave her the same 
diagnosis. 

Everything indicates that from the 
beginning Franko was not suffering 
from any serious ailment, but it is 
significant that everything became 
clear after a fervent prayer to Dona 
Lucilia. Convinced of this, Solange 

said to her sister-in-law: “See the 
wonderful intercession of Dona Lu-
cilla! That is why I love her so dearly 
and have so much faith in her. When-
ever I ask her for something, she an-
swers me.” 

And so she concludes her account: 
“Thank you to the Heralds of the 
Gospel for giving me the opportun-
ity to know about this magnificent 
lady, whom I never tire of thanking 
for what she has done for me. Every 
detail of her life is unique and exem-
plary. My family and I pray that Dona 
Lucilia be raised to the altars for her 
great love.” 

In several commentaries made 
at the end of his lifetime, Dr. Plin-
io explained that this reciprocity of 
affection was based on that of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and Our Lady and, 
he could also have said, on the Holy 
Church. 

“This was the foundation of our 
mutual maternal and filial love: it 
was a love in Jesus and Mary. That is 
to say, it was in accordance with the 
love of Jesus and Mary, a pale hu-
man imitation of the love of Jesus and 
Mary – who belong, in fact, to the hu-
man race: Our Lord is the God-Man 
and She, a human creature – being, 
therefore, something entirely good, 
holy, and as it ought to be.” 

Taken, with slight adaptations, from:  
CLÁ DIAS, EP, João Scognamiglio. 

O dom de sabedoria na mente,  
vida e obra de [The Gift of Wisdom 

in the Mind, Life and Work of]  
Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira.  

Città del Vaticano-São Paulo: LEV;  
Lumen Sapientiæ, 2016,  

v.I, p.166-170Dona Lucilia in the same period
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Paraguay – Great was the joy of these Paraguayan children to receive gifts from the hands of the Magi Kings,  
at Mother of Good Counsel Church in Ypacaraí. The distribution of toys took place on January 8,  

on the occasion of the Solemnity of the Epiphany.
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Ecuador – The Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary visited Marie Clarac School in the city of Quito  
on January 11. There was a crowning of the statue of the Blessed Virgin and a musical performance  

for the students.

Mexico – Standing out among the different activities carried out on Mexican soil was the Communion of reparation 
ceremony held in December on the first Saturday of the month, in accordance with Our Lady’s request  

in Fatima, at the Basilica of St. Joseph and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
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he final months of 2022 were the occasion for various 
gatherings under the protection of the Blessed Virgin, 

in cities of Colombia.
The First Priestly Encounter with Mary, held at the house 

of the Heralds of the Gospel in Bogotá, was attended by 
nineteen priests coming from various Colombian dioceses 
(photos 1 and 3). The closing Mass was presided over by 

Bishop Héctor Cubillos Peña of the Zipaquirá diocese, and 
concelebrated by all the participants of the event (photo 2). 
In addition, the Church of Our Lady of Fatima in Tocancipá 
hosted the convention of consecrated life of the Episcopal 
Vicariate of San Pedro (photos 4 and 5), and Marian con-
gresses were held in the cities of Bucaramanga (photo 6), 
Pasto (photo 7) and Ibagué (photo 8).
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Spain – The Heralds of the Gospel cooperators of this country participated in the Fourth National Congress, held at 
the institution’s house in Toledo last November 26 and 27 (photos 1 to 3). On January 5 of this year, several families 
had the joy of receiving the visit of the Magi Kings, who made a surprise appearance at the Heralds’ house in Sevilla 
la Nueva, after the celebration of Mass on the Solemnity of the Epiphany (photos 4 and 5 ).
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Colombia – On January 20, the Rafael Reyes Police Academy, located in the city of Santa Rosa de Viterbo, 
commemorated its 49th anniversary with a Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Diego Cubides Umba, EP (photos 1 and 2). 
In December, the Pilgrim Statue of the Immaculate Heart of Mary visited the Metropolitan Police Command  
of Aburrá Valley, in Medellin, and was crowned by General Carlos Humberto Rojas Pabón and his  
distinguished wife (photo 3).
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Italy – The Heralds of the Gospel added a cerimonious note to the traditional procession of the Immaculate 
Conception in Gambare, Mira, held on December 8th. On this occasion, Vespers were also recited and Holy Mass 
celebrated at the Parish Church of St. John the Baptist.
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Mozambique – On the occasion of Christmas, a group of members of the Heralds of the Gospel from this African 
country visited House of Joy, run by the Missionaries of Charity in Maputo, in order to offer a musical performance 
there for the children and elderly residents of the institution.
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Brazil – Children and adolescents in situations of social vulnerability receiving assistance at Mother Roselli House 
in the city of Nova Friburgo had an enjoyable visit at the end of 2022 from the female sector of the Heralds of the 
Gospel, who performed a musical concert for them.
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Three years of Thomist 
commemorations

The Order of Preachers will have 
three consecutive years of festivities 
in honour of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
one of its members who had the 
greatest influence in the history of 
the Church.

The triennium of celebrations will 
begin this year with the commemor-
ation of the 700th anniversary of his 
canonization on July 18, 1323, by Pope 
John XXII. The year 2024 will mark 
the seven hundred and fiftieth an-
niversary of the death of the Angelic 
Doctor, and 2025 will conclude the 
solemnities celebrating the eight hun-
dredth birthday of this distinguished 
Dominican, luminary of scholastic 
thought and Christian tradition.

Terrorist attack in Spain

On the afternoon of January 25, 
Yasin Kanza, a twenty-six-year-old 

Moroccan, stormed two churches in 
the city of Algeciras, Spain, destroy-
ing images, assaulting people with a 
machete and uttering phrases such as 
“Allah is great.” 

The sacristan of the Church of Our 
Lady of La Palma, Diego Valencia, 
was killed and four people – includ-
ing the parish priest of the Chapel of 
San Isidro, Father Antonio Rodríguez 
– were injured in the attack, deeply 
shocking the international commun-
ity.

The mount and Benedictine-built 
abbey have been known since the Mid-
dle Ages as the Wonder of the Western 
World, becoming a place where, since 
time immemorial, the angelic patron 
of France, St. Michael the Archangel, 
is invoked.

French court orders removal 
of Marian statue

On January 12, in an unjust and 
hotly debated decision, the Adminis-
trative Court of Appeal of Bordeaux, 
France upheld a ruling made by the 
Administrative Court of Poitiers in 
2022, ordering the removal of a statue 
of Our Lady located at a road inter-
section in the city of La Flotte-en-Ré. 
The provision was prompted by a de-
mand from the group Libre Pensée 
17, on the grounds that the presence 
of the statue in a public space contra-
venes the country’s law on the separ-
ation of Church and State. 

The clearly anti-religious reso-
lution, which demonstrates a deter-
mination to erase from France’s past 
a legacy of 1500 years of Christian-
ity, provoked a huge reaction among 
the citizens of La Flotte-en-Ré, who 
signed a petition that garnered more 
than 20,000 signatures. The town 
mayor, who also opposes the statue’s 
removal, will appeal to the Council 
of State to obtain the revocation of 
the ruling.

Mont Saint-Michel:  
one of the seven wonders 
of the world

In the year marking one thousand 
years since the beginning of the con-
struction of its abbey, France’s Mont 
Saint-Michel has been named one of 
the seven wonders of the world by 
the American magazine Condé Nast 
Traveler. Given the harmonious com-
bination of stone and sea, the maga-
zine states that “perhaps nowhere 
else in Europe is architecture so well 
complemented by the natural world.” 
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The statue of the Blessed Virgin is 
considered part of the historical herit-
age of the city.

Wounded by  
St. Michael’s sword

A drunken thief was seriously in-
jured when he tried to steal a statue 
of St. Michael the Archangel from a 
Catholic church in downtown Mon-
terrey, Mexico. 

According to local media reports, 
thirty-two year old Carlos Alonso 
broke into the Church of Cristo Rey 
in the early hours of January 14, 
smashing a glass door to enter the 
church. He stumbled as he fled carry-
ing the statue, and the sword of St. 
Michael caused a deep cut in the re-
gion of his throat. However, the first 
responders managed to control the 
bleeding and placed the bandit’s fate 
in the hands of the competent author-
ities. 

The statue, however, sustained no 
damage, a sign that St. Michael con-
tinues to protect the church that hous-
es his image! 

Eucharistic hymn competition 
in the United States

For the occasion of the 10th Na-
tional Eucharistic Congress, which 
will take place in July 2024 in the 
city of Indianapolis, the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops launched a Eucharistic hymn 
competition in January to reinvig-
orate devotion to the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Altar.

Those interested should sub-
mit their compositions by April 21, 
2023, to be evaluated for musical 
quality, theological soundness and 
liturgical suitability. The winners 
will receive a prize of 2,500 dollars 
and their melodies will solemnize 
the festivities during the Eucharistic 
Congress.

Built in the 8th century BC and 
rediscovered in 1980, it is estimated 
to have undergone numerous stages 
of development and that in its earlier 
splendour it was inlaid with fine tile-
work, according to a spokesperson 
for the Israel Antiquities Authority.

Nigerian priest burned alive

In the early hours of January 15, 
the parish house of St. Peter and St. 
Paul Church in Kafin-Koro, Nigeria, 
was attacked by terrorists who shot at 
it randomly and set it ablaze with Fr. 
Isaac Achi and his assistant, Fr. Col-
lins Omeh, still inside the residence. 
Fr. Isaac, aged sixty-one, died of 
burns, while Fr. Collins managed to 
escape, being wounded by the bandits 
with a gunshot to the shoulder.

According to Fr. Collins’ narra-
tion, the priests administered the Sac-
rament of Confession to each other 
while the house was under attack.

Alhaji Sani Bello Abubakar, gov-
ernor of Niger State, where the crime 
took place, termed it “ungodly and 
inhuman”, urging security agencies to 
track down the perpetrators. “Drastic 
action is needed to put an end to this 
carnage,” he declared. The Minna 
Diocese asked God to “protect and 
save His Church in this critical per-
iod,” declaring that Nigerian Catholics 
are “deeply wounded and saddened” 
by the event. 

study published by the Centre for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate points out that Nigeria 

is the country where Catholic Mass attendance is high-
est. Research conducted by the World Values Survey 
in thirty-six countries with large Catholic populations, 
showed that 94% of Nigerian Catholics attend Mass at 
least once a week.

Although not conducted in every country worldwide, 
the study sheds light on the relationship between economic 
factors and attendance at Mass, highlighting a phenomen-
on that is determining Catholics’ participation in the Sac-

raments: in countries where the per capita GDP is lower, 
Catholicism is stronger. This is confirmed by countries 
such as Kenya, where 73% of Catholics attend Mass week-
ly, Lebanon (69%), Philippines (56%), Colombia (54%), Po-
land (52%) and Ecuador (50%).

Among Brazilians, although 82% of those interviewed 
considered themselves “religious”, only 8% of Catholics 
said they go to Mass once a week. Thus, Brazil is one of 
the countries where adults who claim to be Catholic go to 
Mass the least, on a par with nations such as France (8%) 
and the Netherlands (7%).

Pool of Siloam  
to be opened to visitors

The historic Pool of Siloam, locat-
ed in the Old City of Jerusalem and 
famous for being the site where Jesus 
healed a man blind from birth (cf. Jn 
9:7), will soon be open to the public. 
Pilgrims will be able to see the excav-
ation work as well as visit the pool, 
which will be part of the tourist route 
from the City of David to the Western 
Wall of Jerusalem. 
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story for Children... or for adults full of faith?

The craftsmen took up their tools. Some set to work on the 
tower of the chateaux and that of Saint-Jacques Church, 
while others went quickly from house to house. Would the 
plan be successful?

arkness covered the sky 
and silence reigned every-
where, except in one house, 
where the light of a candle 

pierced the shadows and the sound of 
voices broke the quiet.

Inside, Admiral Sebastien de Be-
thune, the haughty leader of the Hugue-
nots – the French version of the Calvin-
ist heresy – was holding a meeting. He 
was explaining a plot for taking over a 
Catholic town and ruining the faith of 
its inhabitants… something in which 
he had already gained some practice. 

“If we succeed in taking control of 
Lunéville, our influence will spread!” 
gloated the admiral.

“I have a feeling that this plan is go-
ing to fail…” objected one of the par-
ticipants.

“Don’t be a fool! You can be sure 
that the Catholics will put up no resist-
ance. In all the campaigns I’ve been 
through, I’ve proven that we are wiser 
them! Ha, ha, ha!” laughed Sebastien 
arrogantly.

“What is the plan then?” asked 
another.

The leader replied:
“It is this: in a week we will march 

to Lunéville, and remain hidden in 

the surrounding forests so as not to 
attract attention. Finally, on Wed-
nesday night, as soon as the clock 
of Saint-Jacques tower strikes mid-
night, the city gates will be opened 
by some women who are part of our 
group who live there. We will invade 
the chateaux of the Duke Armand of 
Lorraine and I will take over the city 
government!

Everyone found the strategy inter-
esting and approved of it.

The sky was beginning to lighten 
when the secret meeting ended and 
everyone went home. However, no 
one noticed the presence of a young 
boy who, well hidden under a piece 
of furniture, had collected all the in-
formation. “No, they can’t be smarter 
than us!” He thought indignantly. His 
name was Étienne, and he was the 
nephew of a Jesuit priest, Fr. Laurent 
Paré.

The lad ran as fast as he could to 
his uncle’s house.

“Étienne?”
“I come with news!” he an-

nounced.
The priest received him and lis-

tened to his report. When he had heard 
everything, he decided:

“I will inform the duke of the case 
so that he can take the necessary 
measures.”

And placing his hand on the boy’s 
shoulder, he added:

“God bless you.”
The priest directed his steps to 

the chateaux, where he asked for an 
audience.

“Reverend Fr. Paré, I present you to 
His Excellency, the Duke of Lorraine!” 
announced the guard in a resounding 
voice, striking his staff on the ground.

The Jesuit entered the hall and in-
formed the nobleman of the enemy’s 
plans. Armand rose from his seat, 
ready to take action. He knew that 
the small city had men willing to do 
anything to defend it, but they lacked 
adequate weaponry.

“What we need is help from Heav-
en,” he said. “It will not be easy for us 
to obtain weapons in time, and the Hu-
guenots must have known our short-
age, which is why they decided to at-
tack us. Offer your prayers, Father, and 
I will offer mine.”

With a bow, Fr. Laurent took his 
leave.

In fact, the duke was able to arrange 
for the armaments he needed, but they 
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By the duke’s orders, all the clocks 
of Lunéville were to be adjusted! 

Would the city be saved?
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would not reach Lunéville until Wed-
nesday itself. Furthermore, prudence 
demanded that the equipment only 
enter the city after nightfall… How 
to distribute the arms in time, if the 
invasion was planned for the stroke 
of midnight? Armand prayed to God 
for inspiration, but no idea came to his 
mind. Days passed, until the hoped-for 
light arrived.

*     *     *
“Grandfather!”
“Yes?” replied the duke to the nine-

year-old boy who entered the room. 
“Today, in Bible History, Friar Ed-

mond told us the story of King Hez-
ekiah and the prophet Isaiah. The only 
thing I didn’t quite understand was 
how the time stopped on that sundial.”

“Time… stopped…?
*     *     *

“Your grace, Fr. Laurent Paré has 
come at your request,” announced the 
attendant.

“Show him in.”
Entering, the cleric said gravely:
“Here I am, your grace, after days 

of prayer and fasting, begging Heav-
en for a sign. Has your grace called 
me to tell me of an inspiration you 
have received?”

“Yes, thanks be to God! He has en-
lightened our way, through the mouth 
of a child!”

Having brought the priest up to date 
with their current situation, and de-
scribed how the unique idea came to 
him, the duke explained the plan and 
said:

“Now the final word is yours, 
Father. As a man of God, what do you 
think?”

“May the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit bring this project to a suc-
cessful conclusion! Let us be as wise 
as serpents (cf. Mt 10:16)!”

*     *     *
“Attention, attention, ladies and 

gentlemen!” cried the herald in the main 
square. “The city clocks are showing 
the wrong time. By the duke’s orders, 
they must be adjusted by sunset.”

suspecting the great risk they were 
facing. While the men of Lunéville 
took position at the walls, the enemy 
was lurking nearby.

“Isn’t it midnight yet?” questioned 
one of the Huguenots to the Protest-
ant leader.

“Did you not hear the clock of Saint-
Jacques church strike ten a short while 
ago?” growled Admiral Sébastien.

Everyone felt strange about the 
length of time that had passed since 
nightfall, but no one dared say a 
word.

After another two hours, the sol-
diers received the signal to advance 
against the city. The gates did indeed 
open for the enemy, but they were 
met by a defence more prepared and 
powerful than they could ever have 
imagined!

“I knew this plan wasn’t going to 
work!” cried a Huguenot soldier as 
he fled, leaving many companions 
behind him.

“There’s something strange going 
on here!” roared another.

“I’ve been fighting for you for five 
years and I’ve never had any luck… 
I’m leaving!” shouted a lieutenant at 
the admiral.

As the rebels disappeared, Sébas-
tien, also stunned by the unexpected 
turn of events, made the grim realiz-
ation that he was leading a mere hand-
ful of discontented men under inces-
sant fire. He sounded the retreat.

When the sun finally swept away 
the black mantle of the night, Duke 
Armand de Lorraine surveyed the city, 
confirming the success of the strategy: 
they had repelled the invaders! And he 
proclaimed:

“Victory! Two innocent children 
have saved our city! Let us give thanks 
to God, who protects his people!”

“This is what happens when the 
good are more daring than the wick-
ed!” concluded Fr. Laurent.

And that is how Lunéville was 
saved by two boys and a few watch-
makers. 

The experts took up their tools 
and set to work. The most experi-
enced worked on the clock tower of 
the chateaux and that of the of Saint-
Jacques Church, while others went 
from house to house. Fortunately, 
among the humble town dwellers al-
most no one owned the very expen-
sive pocket watches that had begun 
to circulate among the high nobility 
of France in that century. Everyone 
was guided by the two main city 
clocks, or by those that they had in 
their homes.

It was a day of hard work. Fortun-
ately, the mission was successfully 
accomplished by the watchmakers! 
And the heretics… how would they 
fare in their plans?

When only the singing of crickets 
could be heard, every man capable of 
wielding a weapon presented him-
self at the palace to receive secret in-
structions. A small city gate opened 
discreetly to let three carriages carry-
ing hay pass through… It was only 
a rather thin layer of hay, it is true, 
under which was hidden a shipment 
of the most modern weaponry. The 
rest of the inhabitants slept, without 
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The SainTS of each Day __________________________  March
1. St. Felix III, Pope (†492). He 

combatted the Monophysite 
and Arian heresies, and upheld 
the decisions of the ecumenical 
councils against the interference 
of the temporal power.

2. St. Angela of the Cross, virgin 
(†1932). Foundress of the Sisters 
of the Congregation of the Cross 
in Seville, Spain. She considered 
nothing more her own than the 
poor, whom she used to call her 
“masters”, and she truly dedicat-
ed herself to their service.

3. Blessed Peter de Geremia, 
priest (†1452). Dominican reli-
gious who, confirmed in the 
preaching ministry by St. 
Vincent Ferrer, consecrat-
ed himself totally to 
the work of the salva-
tion of souls. He died 
in Palermo, Italy.

4. St. Casimir, king 
(†1484 Grodno -  
Belarus).

Blessed 
Placide Viel, 
virgin (†1877). 
A Sister of the 
Congregation 
of the Chris-
tian Schools 
of Mercy, she 
succeeded St. 
Mary Mag-
dalen Postel 
as Superior 
General.

5. 2nd Sunday of 
Lent.

St.  Adrian 
of Caesarea, 
martyr (†309). 
Sent to help 
persecuted 
Christians in 
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Caesarea in Palestine, he was ar-
rested, flogged, thrown to a lion 
and finally beheaded.

6. St. Fridolin, abbot (†8th cen-
tury). Originally from Ireland, 
he went on pilgrimage through 
Gaul and arrived in Säckingen, 
Germany, where he founded 
two monasteries in honour of St. 
Hilary.

7. Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, mar-
tyrs (†203 Carthage - Tunisia).

St. Teresa Margaret Redi, 
virgin (†1770). A nun of the 
Carmelite Order in Florence, 
Italy. She died at the age of 

twenty-three after a life of 
intense devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

8. St. John of God, religious 
(†1550 Granada - Spain).

St. Felix of Dunwich, 
bishop (†c. 646). Of French 

birth, he preached 
the Gospel in 
eastern Eng-
land, where 
he found-
ed churches, 
monasteries 
and schools.

9. St. Frances 
of Rome, re-
ligious (†1440 
Rome).

St. Dom-
inic Savio, lay-
man (†1857). He 
was a disciple of 
St. John Bosco 
at the Oratory in 
Turin. He died at 
the age of fifteen, 
having trodden 
swiftly the paths 
of sanctification.

10. St. Marie-Eugénie de Jésus 
Milleret, virgin (†1898). At age 
twenty-two she founded the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of the As-
sumption in Paris.

11. St. Constantine, king and 
martyr (†6th century). After 
committing murders and sac-
rileges, he converted to Chris-
tianity. He left the throne of 
Cornwall to retire to an Irish 
monastery. Ordained a priest, 
he went on a mission to Scot-
land where he received the 
palm of martyrdom.

12. 3rd Sunday of Lent.
Blessed Angela Salawa, vir-

gin (†1922). As a young house-
maid, she took a private vow of 
chastity, entered the Franciscan 
Third Order and began a life of 
penance and apostolate with her 
confreres in Krakow, Poland. 

13. Blessed Agnellus of Pisa, priest 
(†c. 1236). He was admitted to 
the Friars Minor by St. Francis of 
Assisi himself, who sent him to 
England to found a province of 
the Order there.

14. St. Matilda, queen (†968). Wife 
of King Henry I of Germania, 
she devoted herself to the service 
of the poor and the founding of 
hospitals and monasteries.

15. St. Artemide Zatti, religious 
(†1951). Salesian coadjutor broth-
er who dedicated his life to car-
ing for the sick in a hospital in 
Argentinean Patagonia.

16. St. Hilary, bishop, and St. Tar-
cian, deacon, martyrs (†c. 284). 
According to ancient tradition, 
the two suffered martyrdom in 
Aquileia at the time of the Em-
peror Numerian.

St. Felix III - Church of Corpus 
Christi, Krakow (Poland)
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The SainTS of each Day __________________________  March
17. St. Patrick, bishop (†461 Down 

- Ireland).
Blessed Conrad, hermit 

(†c. 1154). Attracted by the sanc-
tity of St. Bernard, he entered the 
monastery of Clairvaux. Having 
obtained permission, he depart-
ed to live a hermitical life in the 
Holy Land.

18. St. Cyril of Jerusalem, bish-
op and Doctor of the Church 
(†c. 386 Jerusalem). Renowned 
for his catechetical instructions.

Blessed Celestine of the Moth-
er of God, virgin (†1925). She 
founded the Congregation of the 
Daughters of the Poor of St. Joseph 
Calasanz in Florence, Italy.

19. 4th Sunday in Lent, also called 
Lætare Sunday.

Blessed Marcel Callo, martyr 
(†1945). A young French layman 
who, for supporting his fellow 
workers in the Faith during the 
Nazi occupation, was sent to the 
concentration camp of Mauthau-
sen, Austria, where he died of 
exhaustion.

20. Solemnity of St. Joseph, spouse 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
Patron of the Universal Church 
(transferred from the 19th).

Blessed Jeanne Veron, virgin and 
martyr (†1794). Religious dedi-
cated to caring for sick children 
in Dampierre, France. She was 
guillotined during the Revolu-
tion for helping to shelter faith-
ful priests.

21. St. Enda, abbot (†c. 542). Con-
sidered one of the fathers of 
Irish monasticism, he founded a 
famous monastery on the Arran 
Islands, Ireland.

22. St. Epaphroditus, “fellow 
worker and fellow soldier” of the 

verted a large part of 
the population. He bap-
tized Duke Theodo, 
with whose help he built 
churches and monas-
teries. Known as the 
apostle of Austria and 

Bavaria. 

28. St. Guntram, 
king (†593). 
Monarch of 
the Franks, he 
ruled wisely, 
founded monas-
teries and donat-

ed his treasure 
to the Church and 

the poor.

29. Blessed Ber-
told, monk 
(†c. 1188). After 
leaving the army, 
he became a re-
ligious and was 
elected prior of 
the Carmelites in 
Palestine.

30. Blessed 
Mary Resti-
tuta Kafka, vir-

gin and martyr (†1943). At the 
age of twenty she joined the 
Congregation of the Francis-
can Sisters of Christian Charity 
in Vienna. She was beheaded 
for defying the prohibitions of 
the political authority by hav-
ing the crucifix placed in all the 
rooms of the hospital where she 
worked as a nurse.

31. St. Benjamin, deacon and 
martyr (c. 420). For faithful-
ly preaching the Word of God 
in Persia, he was tortured and 
killed during the reign of Var-
anes V.

Apostle St. Paul, who refers 
to him as such in the Letter 
to the Philippians.

23. St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, 
bishop (†1606 Saña - Peru).

St. Rebecca of Him-
laya, virgin (†1914). Of 
the Lebanese Order of 
the Maronites of St. 
Anthony. She lived 
blind and para-
lyzed for thirty 
years, but with 
an unshakeable 
confidence in 
God.

24. Blessed John 
del Bastone, 
monk and priest 
(†1290). A disciple 
of St. Sylvester of 
Osimo, he lived 
for sixty years 
in a small cell in 
the Hermitage of 
Montefano, Italy.

25. Solemnity of the 
Annunciation of 
the Lord.

St. Margaret 
Clitherow, mar-
tyr (†1586). Mother of a family 
martyred for hiding persecuted 
priests in her home during the 
reign of Elizabeth I of England.

26. 5th Sunday of Lent.
St. Bercharius, abbot (†685). 

He was stabbed on Holy Thurs-
day by a monk whom he had re-
peatedly reprimanded for his 
misconduct. He died on Resur-
rection Sunday, after pardoning 
his murderer.

27. St. Rupert, bishop (†c. 718). 
First Bishop of Salzburg, Aus-
tria, he evangelized and con-

St. Matilda - Church of St. Mark, 
Oliva de la Frontera (Spain)
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An Example of Resistance

I
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“How pleasant is a duck’s life! Free of all difficulties, it 
spends its days moving about unhindered…” We would 
deceive ourselves by indulging in such a reflection, which in 
no way elevates us to God.

invite you, dear reader, to leave 
the practical affairs of daily 
life and rest a little in the les-
sons that God has left magnifi-

cently “written” in creation. Through 
contemplation, let us raise our spirits 
and dwell for a while with the super-
natural. What is admiration, if not to 
find the Creator reflected in His work?

The scene is simple: a duck swim-
ming about on the waters of a river. 
Its carriage denotes nobility and tran-
quillity.

Someone laden with problems, op-
pressed by anxieties and faced with 
the prospect of new challenges might 
“envy” this peaceful and quiet exist-
ence. “How pleasant is a duck’s life! 
Free from all difficulties, it spends its 
days moving about unhindered…,” 
our observer might think. But he 
would delude himself by indulging in 
such a reflection, which would in no 
way elevates him to God…

If everything bears a “signature” 
of the Lord’s grandeur, the consider-
ation of this simple bird offers us one 
of the most beautiful: the fight! I dare 
say that the fight is not only a compon-
ent of earthly existence, but its apex. 
Jesus, in shedding His Most Precious 
Blood on the Cross, did nothing other 
than fight to free us from sin, to open 
the gates of Heaven for us, to destroy 

the power of hell and to triumph in 
the universe. If even He desired the 
fight, why do we despise it?

Perhaps the reader is thinking that 
the author of this article has lost the 
logical thread of the idea that she 
wished to transmit… Not at all! It is 
exactly in the delightful movement of 
the duck on the water that lies the cen-
tral point of our meditation!

Sometimes the current becomes 
strong enough to sweep it away. To 
maintain its dignity and get where it 
wants to go, the duck has to make the 
constant effort of swimming against 
the current. It doesn’t seem to be, 
does it? No one sees the veritable bat-
tle that this fowl is fighting to stay on 
course.

If the struggle is present even in 
the existence of irrational beings, 
how can it be absent in the daily life 
of the king of creation, man?

It is up to each one of us, whatever 
our state in life, to remain firm in the 
principles of Faith and in the ideals 
we have embraced. In the most var-
ied contexts in which we find our-
selves, there will always be a certain 
relativism, a “loosening of the reins,” 
a temporizing that causes us to wav-
er between the spirit of the world and 
the spirit of Christ. Now – as we well 
know – whoever is not entirely with 

Our Lord is against Him (cf. Mt 12:30; 
Lk 11:23)…

The “current” of the devil, of the 
world and of the flesh, whether inside 
or outside of us, is and always will be 
a factor in our fierce battles. It is also 
worth remembering that the interior 
confrontations are quieter, but also 
more complex; men do not see them, 
only God contemplates them.

If ducks were mediocre and grew 
weaker as the power of the waters 
increased, certainly our generation 
would never have known them, since 
the river would have swallowed them 
all… Therefore, it is equally neces-
sary for us to make an effort to re-
main integral in the fight against the 
spirit of evil!

Today we know and revere count-
less heroes who have spared no effort 
to raise the banner of Faith on the 
winds of history. Does not Heaven 
want us to be like them? The important 
thing is to forge ahead with the auda-
city proper to children of the light, full 
of confidence in divine action, without 
ever retreating or giving up. “If God is 
for us, who is against us?” (Rom 8:31). 
Perhaps many do not see the battles 
we wage for Our Lady’s victory, as in 
the ducks’ discreet resistance. But the 
Omnipresent One accompanies them, 
and this gaze is enough for us! 

Contents  Contents

https://catholicmagazine.news/author/usirteresinhakarinaherdyzebendo/


MarchMarch 2023  2023 ··  Heralds of the Gospel      Heralds of the Gospel      5151

At top, a harlequin duck (Histrionicus histrionicus); to the left, torrent ducks (Merganetta armata);  
to the right, mandarin ducks (Aix galericulata). Below, a mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)
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Inspirer of  
the Victories  
of Good
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ho is ho is this that looks forth like the this that looks forth like the 
dawn, fair as the moon, bright dawn, fair as the moon, bright 

as the sun, terrible as an army with ban-as the sun, terrible as an army with ban-
ners?” (Sg 6:10). The sacred text compares ners?” (Sg 6:10). The sacred text compares 
the Blessed Virgin to an army in battle the Blessed Virgin to an army in battle 
arrayarray. . 

Our Lady strikes terror into the powers of Our Lady strikes terror into the powers of 
evil, for She unmasks their snares, snatches evil, for She unmasks their snares, snatches 
from them, for God, the souls they had cor-from them, for God, the souls they had cor-
rupted, and strengthens the children of light rupted, and strengthens the children of light 
to dauntlessly resist the onslaughts of the de-to dauntlessly resist the onslaughts of the de-
mon and his followers. mon and his followers. 

Moreover, the Queen of Prophets also pre-Moreover, the Queen of Prophets also pre-
sents herself as the most powerful inspirer sents herself as the most powerful inspirer 
of all the invectives, attacks and victories of of all the invectives, attacks and victories of 
good against the empire of darkness! And good against the empire of darkness! And 
the most beautiful battles commanded by the most beautiful battles commanded by 
Her are yet to begin…Her are yet to begin…

Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EPMsgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, EP

Mary, the Most Holy Divine Mary, the Most Holy Divine 
Queen of the Aurora - Banamex Queen of the Aurora - Banamex 

Palace of Culture, Mexico CityPalace of Culture, Mexico City
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